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REVOLUTION AND THE STUDENT MOVEMENT

REVOLUT ION _

Lenin's major contribution to Marxist theory was to retrieve
its complex revolutionary content from two particular deviations -
the empiricism of the 2nd.International which conceived the
revolutlion as a pre-determined product of social evolution, and
the historicism that reacted azainst this passivity by replacing
the objective science of historical materislism with a 'theory of
the proletariat' in which the real, complex working-class is made
into an ideal, simple, Hegel!'wn ‘subject of histroy'.

The classiecal Marxism re ed by Lenin provides an objective
social seience that can analyse any conerete social structure with
its given and specific complexity. and on this basis can define
the social content of the rev:olution that can be made and -the
class alliance and political strategy reguired to make it. The:
revolutionary class alliance (hhe 'people') must be constructed at
the political level by the Marxist wEad¥E (the Party) and the
counter-revolutionary bloc (the 'enemy') must be defeated, and its
political orgenisations, above all the State, smashed, in order to
carry through the revolutionary transformation.

The main force in the socielist revolution in Britain can only
be the woxking class, buft in ther period of neo-capitalism the
class structure is complex and new social groups arise, such as
students, which we have to class as 'people' or 'enemy', from the
toint of view of the socislist revolution, on the ‘basis of an
objective analysis of their' position in this complex class struct-
ure
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II. THE STUDGNIS.

The starting-point of & strategy for the student movement must
be the question whether 'students' (in contemporary Britain) form
part of the 'people' or of the ‘enemy'. The transience of the
situation that defines 'students' makes it necessary to examine .
both their origin and destination in the relations of production,
as well as their specifically structured position within the higher
educational system. Some fundamental structural faclis are listed
below. -

A) Class backgrcund is a relatively unimportant determinant of
student political potential except for the swall minority of

really bovrgeois students whose future position is secured indepen-
dently of their sducational achievement, and the smaller minority
of working-class students who recelved anti-bourgeoils values from
their parents and maintained these through primary and secondary
education. The mass of students are economically and culturally
independent of their parents, situation very often sealed by
consciocus rejection,

B) The large majority of students are destined for various skilled
positions in ths productive labour force and only a minority will
obtain positions as direct agents of capitalist authority or in a
direct serviecing role to the capitalist class..

C) The stratification of the higher education system generates a
considerable differentiation of social destination, with universi-
ties filling a higher proportion of 'elite' positions.

D) The coupetitive exam svstem is a form of .existential oppression
for students. It forces the acreptance of set curricular, generates
the pedagogic role of the teacher, atomises students and tends to
force them into a relation of .mutual antagon.sm. ,
E) Students experience very sharply the sexual repression generated
by the nuclear family. Exclusively young, and witl’ the ideas of
psychoanalysis highly available, students tend to create a culture
of (partial) sexu~l liberation which is however contradictory to
the requirements of their future role in the relations of product-
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F) The great majority of students are motivated to compete in the
exam system by the promise of the bourge-~is life-style that will
accompany a relatively privileged position in the labour-force or

8 managerial/executive position.

G) The position of a section of students, especially in soecial
scilence departments, approximates to that of an intelligentsia
without organic ties to the ruling class. Given the accessibility

of Marxism, they are able in the classic pattern to become conscious
of the contradictions of capitalist society before the working class
that is in fact the sccondary aspect of this contradiction.

These factors provide a complex series of differentiations
within the student body in relation to the rotential of revolution-
ary mobilisation. Some sections of students are serving a fairly
unambiguous apprenticeship to a careecr of direct service to the
capitalist class (eg law, accountancy, industrial relations); others
have quite ill-defined career prospects (eg sociology). Some sect-
lons have greater chance of an elite position (universities);
others will almost certzinly become highly skilled workers (colls
of tech). Some students are at the centre of production of bourgeois
ideology (social science depts in larger universities) and are thus
the potential producers of revolutinnary theory. Future teachers
will have a vital rcle in maintaining bourgenis hegemony, but are
in a position to subvert bourgeois socislisation and turn it into
its opposite. In their great majority students are part of the
people, but tHE Ehemy s, SociOlogicAlly present. Most inpo:temt,
the boundary between peoirle and enemy is fluid, both due to the
exam system and the cultural component of class identification, and
before they have been integrated into the bourgeois culture assoc-
iated with a relatively privileged position in the labour-force
the objectively popular sections of students, who form the great
majority, can be won for the revolution.

STUDENT MOVEMENT

Student consciousness in Britain as elsewhere has had both a
syndical aspect (from academic reform to student power) and a
political one. AnAd the political aspect has so far been unambig-
uously present in the fiercest struggles. Syndical demands have
very often arisen as the consequence of exposure of the political
connections of the university (germ warfare, spies on cam us,
racialism, Vietnam, etec.). This is undcubtedly because of the
confinement of the student movement so far largely to the higher
echelons of the binary system and even to the social science
departments there. Even with struggles more syndicel in appearance
and outside of the universitites, Hornsey, for example, took place
in an ‘elite' art college and had strong political/cultural over-
tones re the role of art in society. In spite of some partial
excecptions (eg Birmingham), the student movement has hardly begun
to mobilise the far more oppressed mass of students in the science
and technology departments, nor in the technical universities,
polytechnics, T.T.C.'s, colls of ed, students more oppressed both
by the exam systcm (crushing work loasds), sexually (highly mono-
gamous ), and with far less prospect of a more privileged work
position, even though the advance signals of their mobilisation
are now being reported.

This uneven d.velopment has brought with it a certain advantage.
Spontaneously, almost effortlessly, the student movement has
created a national political prescence (the equation:'siudent =
revolutionary' in the mass media and popular consciousness). This

. achievement is hesitatingly consolidated in the RSSF, which has
immense potential now if it can overcome growing pains and generate
a higher degree of organisational seriousness. It can play a
vanguard role for the student movement, and if a revolutionary
student stratcgy can be pursued, then its agents can onlv be the
cadres organised around the RSSF,



-(5.2.: after the closure cf ISE, RSSF has suddenly begun to develop
Tom g paper orgonisation into an effective one. Its co--ordination
of demonstrations of selidarity with ISk in the leading student
centres and the national demonstirsation it called wexre the first
acts of a national student movement j,

IV. FIEID OF OPLRATION
The struggle inside the eduecaticnal system must first be

welghed against political work outsirfe, ie worrking class agitation
and servicing. -The reasons are overwhelming why it is rnecessary
to concentrate our efforts within the educational institutions for
the next year or two.
A) experience is thet ot present even prolonged and systematic
industrial work by students (in whatever orgonisation) produces
nagligible results, while efforts within the educationgl institu-
tions produce by any criterion great gains here and now.
B) at present the number of student cadres prepared to engage in
industrial work is very limited, but by our efforts inside the
colleges we sh uld be able to produce within two vears many times
the present number of ca res who will undertake whatever work is
strategically most impecrtant.
C) the anti-imperialist movement that hos been a major expression
of student politicisation provides a vitally necessary element in
revolutionary ideology within the imperialist metropoles, which
would at -present be endangered by making direcet working-class
agitation the main field of olr political work.
D) the one section of the working-class where students ean hope
to build a revolutionary base in the immediate future is the
apprentices and yvoung workers who are brought together within
educational institutions by the day release '‘system.

V. RED BASL
The Red Base is the most important weapon that the student
movement can produce for the =ocislist revolution, and msekes the
link with the working cluss at the political level., The Red Base
does not mean that the late capitalist uni-ersity can ever be a

militarily liberated arca (except during the revolutionary crisis).

It means that

(1) bourgeois liberalism can be replaced by Marxism as the dominant

ideology among the siudent mass.

(ii) real powexr can he worn via mass mohilisation, over courses and
exams,. over bulldings aend facilities, that can be used to mater-
ially strengthen the forres of revolution.

?h concrete results of the Red Base stralegy will be:

i? groduction in each large cslléege every year of tens of student
who develop into revolutionary cacres.

(ii) production in each large college of a red mass of several
hundred or 2 few thousand students who reject bourgeois ideology
end culture, and can be mobilised at any time for struggle.

(1ii) premises and facilities of colleges can be taken.over when
required for revolutionary antivity of any 'tingd.

(iv) collegés can be centres for ideological and research serviecing

of the working-class movement, helping it develop along the path
of revolution. '

(v) MOST IMPORIANE, ihe university or college with a red strategic
majority can function as a revolutionary politieal prescence or
foco, conecrctely expressing the ideas of socinlist revolution to
which the working class must be won.

Within the educational institution as elsewhere, the struggle
has two aspects: the struggle with force (mass mobilisation -
occupation -~ resistance - armed struggle)and the struggle with
ideas. The stratcgy of the Red Base is premiscd on the factthat
in any institution essentialio the forces of production forms of
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dual power can be created here and now. A politically mobiliser.
mass of students can force major concessions from the muthorities,
and- if these concessions sre the only way of keeping higher
education in production they will be granted. True, one university
could be closcd down if this wonld keep the rot from spreading
(this may well now bhe attempted, at least partiglly, at ISE), and
no doubt several colleges will be forcibly closed down from time
to time, put the higher educational system as 2 whole can no more
be closer than can a basic industry. The other alternative is of
course bhysical repression, already carried out in manv countries'
universities aad factories. But, given that the revolutioharies
are 'serious, tnis only intensifies the struggle without resolving
ity and it exapcerbates the tendency for the struggle to spill over
from the students to the working class, while destroying the liberal
facade of the bhourgeois stote that is its most plausible justifi-
cation in lste capitalism.

VI. REVOLUTIONARY CULTURE

_ It is important o provide a Marxist alternative to hourgeois
ideology at all levels -- eritique in the classrooms, commentary on
cubkrent affairs, and general routine ideological work. But the
struggle for a red student mass cannot be won by ideological
debate alone. 4z long aos students are motivated to accept the
competitive exam system Ly th- promise of a privileged work
positicn, by the bounrgeois life-style held out to them by the
Sunday papers, “herc is a moaterial barrier to their acceptance of
revolutionary ideas. Only by freeing them from the dual oppression
of the competitive exam and the bounrge 1s aspiration can student
revolutionary potential he trul released. Revolutionaries musth
ther«fore lea¥n to commanicate with the mass ol students at a
deeper rsychiec level: finding ways to show them the bankruptey and
vacuity of Lthc bourgeois career, the bourgeois home, the bourgeois
family, helping them liberate their repressed sexuality and
agression, helping them discover the alternative life-style that
is involved in being (1) a revolutionary fighter (2) a comrade

(3) sexually emancipated — none of which most hardened socialists
are always nodels of,

MASS LINE

If the stuldant mass, isolating the true bowrgeois and the
dyed- in~the-wool carcerists, is part of the people, potentially
anti-capitalist and therefore to be brought under Marxist
hegemony, then the work of the Marxist cadres within the.student
sector rmust follow the mass line, and soclalist-sectarianism is
as counter-revolutionary as it is among the working class. The idea
that we must convert before we can struggle, a mass of reds before
a red mass, must be decisively rejected. Conversion itself reguires
involving students in struggle. 'Confrontation' by itself does nct
produce a revolutionary conscicusness, but the experience of
struggle is necessary all along;

(1) to test in practice and break down bourgeois mystificatlons
(eg academic freedom, imprrtial arbitration, representative
democracy), and provide an ideologi cal space that Marxism
can f31l,

(2) to test different groups (professoriat, Junior staff, union
bureavcrats, different seetions of students) — who are our
friends and who are our enemies?

(3) to test indiviauals by putting them in sitnations where they

" ean make an existential committment to revolution; thus also
to dev lop experienced and trusted leaders. _

(4) to test and develop the stratogy and ta~tics of struggle in
the educational institutions in order to carry it each time
to -a higher level.



We must enable students to strugzle at the level which they're
at, confident that our ideas will win and that, once existing
structures are pu¥ in question, mass democracy will be red
democracy. This does not mean opportunism, it does Wean that
the difference between t he consciousness of the Marxist cadre
and that of the mass of students is recognised and that we put
forward demands that students can snd will struggle for now -
and this means Ademsnds for mobilisation, not abstraet 'trans-
itional demands' that only consider the ideolecgical moment of
raising consciousness and neglect the moment of force, buil ing
a powcer base,

DARE WE WIMN?

We must avoif the trap of seeing our goal as the realisation
of a static 'student programme'.In the colleges and universities
our goal is th.  power that comes from mess wobilisation and mass
struggle, the power that is mass democracy in form and red
democracy in content. But in the fight for 'all power to the
general assembly' we must not shy away from the specific role of
the Marxist cadre on the pretence that 'it is the class not the
party that rules'. Within the mass mobilisation and the mass
democracy, the Marxist cadres must prepare to play a leading
role, winning thc mass for their proposals and taking the init--
iative in carrying them out (eg as an ad hoc committee respon-
5ible and recallable by the general assembly). In the face of
threats to close a college, we must show that we are prepared ¢
run it - as a Commune - and that we don't fesr our own strength.
Because to control our institutions, to dcploy their resources,
act in their name and by our actions win the confidence of the
mass of students and confirm them in the path of revolution, is
what we want.



