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" tin, whosé term has expired.

S— s

‘courts for a reduction in sentence.

by Inside/Outside N.H. NEPA
When Warden Raymond Helgemoe took over the

" running of New Hampshire State Prison (NHSP)

last summer, it s€emed to many that a new

era was beginning at the prison. His prede-
cessor, Joseph Vitek, was almost universally
disliked and viewed as incompetent, This in-
competence led, among other things, to: the
spring of '73 lock-up; no .programs; and an
administration that would not qtruggle for
improvements of any kind.

When Helgemoe arrived, prisoners and their
outside supporters believed things would
change., He presented himself as stern but
fair, a person who would meet with people to
iron problems out, a warden who would push for
much-needed reforms and programs, such. as
furloughs. He won the respect of the guards,
of many persons of political power in N.H., -
and of a great many prisoners, who were at
least willing to give him time to develop
the programs he -said he favored.-.

In sum, Helgemoe appeared as the liberal,

- progressive warden., Programs were seen as:

needed both for "rehabilitation" and to keep
things cool in: the prison. So long as pri-
soners believe they have a chance to get
skills and education, furloughs and other
programs, and that the administration is fair
and even-handed, then they themselves will
keep the 1id on,

Héwever, more and more prisoners.are now
questioning both Helgemoe s true intentions
and his ability to implement programs at
NHSP, In order to assess this, several

. points need. to be brought out: the Board of

.Trustees to whom Helgemoe must answer; N.
H.'s Legislature and Governor; and Helge-
moe's attitudes and actions towards NEPA i
Once these-factors are studied, then we’ can:”
‘assess what Helgemoe could do, ought -to do,'
and is likely to do.

- Board of [rustees

The NHSP Board of Trustees i's. compe of
persons’ app01nted by the Governor and Council
for seven:year ‘terms. The cast of characters
is as follows: '

--Morris Silver, Chalrperson, works for -
Cott Bottling Co. He #is kmown.to- almost, fall:

asleep ‘at Board meetings, is on the '"conserva-

tive faction of the Board.

--George Schnyer, Sheriff of Cheshire Coun-
ty dnd¢ a member of the Governor's Commission
on Crime and Delinquency, which largely dis-
penses money from the Law Enforcement Assis-
tance Administration. (LEAA). No surprise, he
is on the '"conservative" faction, and is a
Thomson appointee.

Henry Waldo, from L1ncoln, N.H., is a Thom-
son app01ntee and. a member of the "conserva=
tive" wing. At the N.H. Civil Rights Com-.
mission hearings last year, Waldo stated, "I
don't agree with plush standards for inmates."

--Mary Thyng, whose husband is a retired:
Air Force General, is a ''conservative", though
she has at times wavered over toward the ''mo-
derates" or "liberals." She now does so less,
because the strength of the Board's liberals
is very slight. . ] . )

--Lyle Hersom is the Thomson delegate from
the Governor's Council, is from Concord, and
is an unknown factor to. NEPA,

--~Martin Gross, an. attorney, -who wrote the

. state's right-to-know law (meaning citizens

have access to government bodies and docu-
ments), now forms the "moderate' faction on
the board, all by himself. There is no “ra-
dical"™ or''left" faction.

. —=Warden Helgemoe sits. in on a11 Board
meetings, ‘as the Board is ‘his boss. -He does
not cast a vote, but in terms of getting the

. Beard to do this or that, he has an alliance

with Gross as a "moderate"
At this time the ''conservatives' have o-

-+ verwhelming power. ‘It seems that no progres-
sive actions can be taken by Helgemoe because

of the resistance of the "conservatives'.
Such' was not the case even a year ago, before
Helgemoe became warden. Then Gross had an
ally in Board member and attorney Robert Das-
The two of them
could often persuade Mary Thyng and push 'pro-
gressive'" proposals. Schnyer was not then on’
the Board, The major problem at that time was
Warden Joe Vitek, who was too afraid of Thom-
son to do anything. But Dastin was replaced
by Schnyer shortly before Helgemoe arrived.
Now the obstacle ‘is the Board itself., Two ex-
amples should clarify the situation. .
A prisoner, call him "A", applied to the
.The court
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said it had no power to do this, but did say
that, pursuant to State Law RSA 651:25, it
had no objection to "A'" being placed on work
release. RSA 651:25 says that ''the warden
may release any person who has been committed
to the New Hampshire state prison at any time
during the term of sentence for the purpose
of obtaining and working at gainful employ-
ment or for such other purpose as may be
conducive to his rehabilitation..." This
must be done under terms and conditions
established by the State Board of Parole; and
if the convict is not eligible for parole,
the program must be cleared by the" senten-
cing court,

"A" 'had been at the Shea Farm Half-wav
House since September of 1974, had complied
an excellent work record at the House and
his local place of employment, and had been
granted a parole date of April 1. Together
with the Parole Board, the warden's office
developed a work release program for "A".

"A" would have a job in the community, -
He would return to the Half-way House
twice a week for the counseling sessions.,

He would live 1n ‘a rooming house whose pro-

_ prietor was an ex-cop who demanded 24-hour--

a-day access to "A's" room. Under this plan
"A" would-leave the Half-way House and go.to

‘the rooming house 20 days before his parole

date., At their March meeting, the Board
turned him down.

It should be understood that the Board
did not do so "officially", because they have
no legal say-so anyway. - The warden, seeking
to cover himself, took the matter to the
Board for its OK. Of -course, since the

" Board recommended "No'", the warden cannot

be expected to disregard the-recommendation
of his bosses,

-Why did the Board turn down the proposa17
Gross,. Helgemoe and the director of the Half-
use all argued for the proposal to re=
legse AY--but- only Gross. has :a vote. Sil-

ST Wés absent,. but Waldo, Schnyer and Thyng

voted against the proposal.

‘"What's 20 days?" was their attitude.
They also said that if "A" screwed up, it
would come down on their necks, If "A"

ling to move ‘even when the move is carctloned
by law,  the court and the Parole Board until

-he has the go-ahead from the Trustees. And

the Trustees won't move at alll

We will mention one brief, second example.
Initially, at the urging of Helgemoe and
Gross, the Board agreed to support a pro-
posal for "approved- absences" (furloughs--
see last month's NEPA NEWS) before the le-
gislature. A month later, in February,
the Board changed its mind.  The bill is

. in the hopper, along with a second furlough'

bill, but not with the 'support to the Board,
which reduces the likelihood of the passage
of a furlough bill, [

At a meeting in February, when
asked whether he would testify in
favor of a furlough bill anyway,

Helgemow replied that he was not

sure, . .

Legislature + Governor -

In an attempt to-
develop programs at
NHSP, the warden has

his Trustees, but .al-
so with the Governor
and Legislature. :We
do not need to spell
out Thomson's atti-
tude toward prison-
ers. Our guess is
that the Trustees
backed down from .
supporting the '"ap-
proved absences"
legislation because
word came down from
Meddlin' Mel and his
leader, Bill Loeb.
We have little :doubt
that if any positive
legislation on pri-
sons passes the '
House and Senate,
Thomson will veto it.

‘“not be funded.

_more than a small amount, at best.

-lean years. A whole variety of programs

should Screw up whlle ~on parole, ‘the Parole '
> d 15 S .

However, the chances are remote that any
progressive legislation will pass in this
session. A very informed source has told
us that the chances of a furlough bill pas-
sing this session are next to zero. The
same” goes for NEPA's parol reforms.

So no new programs are likely from that
source. In addition, the Board's request
of about 2 and 1/2 million dollars in capital
budget improvements at the prison (see last
month's NEPA NEWS) was cut by the Governor
to some $650-700,000. In other words, no
real changes in the decrepit buildings can
be expected.

Further, after the Governor finished cut-
ting the prison's operating budget, not
much was -left. Most of the treatment person-
nel, now at the prison on Crime Commission -
grants, 1nc1ud1ng Director David Clarke;
Maintenance personnel,
nurse, dental supplies, vocational ‘tr
recreational supplies, some clothin
soners, mental health, and other it
cut by Thomson from the Warden and Bo

‘request. -
Helgemoe has appeared before the HouSe'=

Appropriations Committee to urge restoratlonﬁ e
of the cuts, and we would expect him to: do ‘the -
same for the cuts in the capital budget.- '
But what with inflation, recession, and
a long history of ignoring the prison, we -
cannot expect the legislature to restore

So .the prisoners at NHSP face anofher tw

that prisoners want and need, which Helgemoe .
has at least indicated should be forthcoming,
will probably not arrive in the next two years.

We can see that Helgemoe has few options
available. - We feel that he does have some
options for some programs, however. The
question is whether he will explore the op-
tions, which, of nece551ty, means he will

“have to take some career and political risks.

Before outlining some of his options, let us
explain some background -on Helgemoe, which
should give us a better chance of understand-
‘ing what Helgemoe is likely to do.

/In.s-ide NEPA Chapter

P :
electlons were held "Over the summer and in-
to the fall, NEPA members met in small groups
to discuss their goals and to begin to devel-
op programs. . )

1 After Helgemoe arrived, some of NEPA's
Board of Directors met with'hii and asked him
to allow the chapter to hold full membership

" meetings. Helgemoe replied that NEPA would

have to put such a request through the Board
of Trustees.

On Sept. 20, 1974, the inside NEPA chapter
wrote the Board of Trustees asking that they
recognize ‘the NEPA chapter ard'allow it to .

meet, Subsequently, at their November meet—
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ing, the Board directed warden Helgemoe to.
write the other New England states both for’
their reactions to NEPA and théir policies
toward prisoner organizations. o
) We know that Maine, Massachusetts and
Rhode Island allow prisoner organizations to
exist. They also allow the groups to meet.
with related groups on the outside. Many of
the prisoner groups are either NEPA affil-
iates or work closely with NEPA.

We .also know that both the Prisoners Re-

form Couni¢cil (PRC), the elected representa-
tive-body of all the prisoners at NHSP, and
the Jaycees, a 40-man self-help group, have
been allowed to meet regularly. The inside
Jaycee chapter has met with outside Jaycee
groups in joint functions inside the prison.
The PRC's elected spokesmen have met with
legislative committees and civic groups.

Yet, after six meetings (October through
March), the Board -of Trustees have not act-
ed on our proposal for inside NEPA meetings.
We feel this has been wholly irresponsible
on their part. We say now that they can ei=
ther make a decision at their April meeting '
or explain their delaying tactics to a Feder-
al judge. .

It would be-easy, given the material pre-
sented above, to assume that the fault is
solely that of the Trustees. Yet we have
good .evidence to indicate that in this case
the interests of Board and warden to keep
out NEPA work together.

The N.H. Times is planning a series of
articles on the NHSP., The reporter, Mike
Harris, wants to interview a .cross-section
of prisoners, and has names. The prison
policy on press access is that recognized

‘media (Which includes the N.H. Times) may

interview prisoners selected at random. Ex-
cluded from this .list are any prisomers
in isolation or segregatiom. ,

But reporter Harris informed NEPA member
Monty Neill that whenN,H.Times editor Dick
Wright telephoned the warden .about this
question, Helgemoe told Wright that no trou-
ble-makers would be included, and no NEPA
members., Apparently Helgemoe believes that
he can keep our views from the public.

Strange, yes, but not unexpected. Such
statements from Helgemoe reinforces.our ob-
servation that he works with his Board to.
keep us out, While he will fight his Board
for programs he can control, he will cooper

‘ate with that same: Board to keep out what
he cannot control: the views, the voice, the
truth presented by NEPA.

‘He does so because he. fundamentally a-
gress with his'Board that prisoners must be
coerced, sucked in, repressed, and at best
allowed to "earn their way out.'" Such views
see prisoners as essentially less-than-human.
Such views cannot allow prisoners a real say
in their lives. : ‘

Yet the warden can only avert a looming -
crisis at NHSP by changing his attitudes and
acting in a new fashion. He must adopt
the view that prisoners are human and must
decide their own destiny. Helgemoe faces
a choice: he can side with the bureaucrats
(Trustees, Thomson, Legislature) against
the prisoners, or he can side with the pri-
soners against the bureaucrats.

Letter From NHSP?

Dear NEPA NEWS, o :

"If we are to dchieve results never be-
fore accomplished, we must expect to employ
methods never before attempted,"

On Wednesday, August 14, 1974, R.A. Helge-
- moe-:assumed’the position as Warden at the

New Hampshire State Prison. Two days later
he called a meeting with most of the prison
population .to give us the opportunity to
meet with him for the first time, and to
liston to his answers to.a number of our
questions, also to listen to a number of

" his goals to.update this institution,

(The meeting sounded quite promising,)

However--since that meeting: the only real -

change:I've seen is on paper ‘and I feel the
limit of the changes will remain on paper’
until more of the population here realizes.
that Helgemoe is on the same trip the x war-
den J.C. Vitek was on. I truely hope more
of thé men here realize what Helgemoe is

_doing before it is too late.

To give the men that are not aware -of _
what' kind of a warden he is heré are just a

- few of Helgemoe's (idea killers).. -

1, " I tried that once before and it did-
n't work." *

MARCH o

~ Will'Helgemoe Act?
We do not lightly say that Helgemoe faces
this -choice. 'As we explained above, prisoners

_ cannot. expect any relief from the Trustees, -

the Legislature or the Governor. Which means
no programs from that direction, .

Yet if no programs come in, a crisis will
hit. One PRC spokesman told Roger Talbot,
reporter for the Concord Monitor (2-28-75, p.
16), "They think it's not going to happen,
but this place will burn to the ground. -Un-'
less they spend money to fix it, they will
have to spend millions to rebuild it."

Clearly, prisoners hope Helgemoe can con-
vince the Legislature to spend more than Thom-
son wants, and that if they do, Thomson will
not veto it. But that is. a long-shot hope.

In fact, the crisis stands poised at the door.

To us, there remains one alternative. We

'do not want a riot, we do not want the place

to burn. We do want to abolish the prison--
but fire is not the' best method at this time.
" The alternative is for Helgemoe to side
with the prisoners against the bureaucrats.
Helgemoe can cast all the blaims he wants on
Legislature, Governor or Trustees. Blame

k throwing cannot provide what the prisoners

need. Helgemoe must deliver some goods.
We feel Helgemoe can deliver some goods
if he changes his approach..

First of all, Helgemoe must seriously
trust the prisoners. If he does that, if
he accepts the fact that prisoners will live
up- to any responsibility placed on them,
if he discards the idea of: eac vidual, ..
prisoner "earning his .way out" ,:and . instead.-

g 33 !
understands. that the prisoners can.collec-

‘tively work for their common good, then the

foundation can be laid to avert a crisis.
RSA 651:25, cited above, allows-the pos-
sibility of release for numbers of prison-
ers. But Helgemoe must actively work with
the courts and Parole Board to promote the
usage of this law., -
Unfortunately, a proposal is before the
legislature to change the law so that the
warden would have to work through the Trus-
tees rather than the Parole Board to imple-
ment the law. However, Helgemoe coiild go
before the legislature to oppose the bill,
This is an example of what we mean when we
say Helgemoe will have to stand with the
prisoners against the bureaucrats. We do
not know that the Parole Board will be sympa-
thetic; but since the majority of the Trus-

“ tees show no capacity to understand what is

happening, no-reason to change the law exists,
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2. "I.don't have the time to do it."
3. "You're right intheory, but/"
4, "That may work in California, but it
won't work here."
5. "You're five years ahead of your time,"
6. "It's too radical a change." ‘
7. "I'm too old to change."
8. "Good idea,-but impractical."
‘9. "I've always done it this way,"
~10. "I just don't have the staff to do it."
.~ 11. "No, we don't do that in this institu-
tion," . -
‘12, "I've done alright without it."
13. "I'm sorry, but I didn't receive your
request," '
14, "Let's shelve it for the time being.,"
15, '""Let-me think about it fo i !

NEPA NEWS

.. An aggressive program to utilize the pos-:-
sibilities of Chaptér 651:25 could have the .
result of lowering the prison population,

The~Governor's Commission on Crime and
Delinquency reports that NH has a high ratio
of ‘guards to prisoners. (The current staff
is about 100 permanent, state funded employ-
ees; Thomson's budget would add 29. The cur-
rent prisoner population is about 2603 addi-
tional staff is likely to be paid for with
Crime Commission money., Hence a ratio.of
better than 1:2.) Utilization of 651:25
could make a still higher ratio.

If this were combined with a policy of
trust by Helgemoe, much could be done inside
for the prisonersi. If Helgemoe were to
say to the prisomners,

"OK, we're going to loosen up here. We
will mave more night visits. Lock-up won't
begin till 11:00 pm (now it is 7:20 pm).
Classroom and yard and chapel will be used
till 11:00 pm. This means less security, so
I need your co-operation. You will have to
keep the lid on yourselves. If you don't,
we all know what Thomson and the Trustees
will do: I'll lose my job and you will exper-
ience a repeat of the Spring of '73 lockup."

The prisoners, led by the PRC and NEPA,
will respond favorably. They have kept the
lid on the prison for many months on the bas-
is of nothing more substantial than promises,
If Helgemoe explains that he-cannot deliver
on the old promises, but "if we all work to-
gether we will make something happen,' and
really tries and does, he will have the true
support of the prisoners., o

- Programs could be brought in., NEPA has o-
ffered programs in the past. Other groups a
and persons are eager to do the same: recrea-
tion, education, yoga, entertainment and more.
Trust, Warden Helgemoe, will be fulfilled,
and the crisis averted, ) ’

Further, once in motion, a program’ of

trust will lay the foundation for legisla—“
tive -approval of more programs once Mel
Thomson is gone in two years. But if no
foundation is set now, tHen there is less .
likelihood of legislative response in two . '

' years.

_ This attitude has beer adopted by Ma-
Jor Wheelock, the Superintendant of the State
Hospital. For it he draws constant attack
from Thomson and Loeb. - But he is still Suﬁer,
and.we feel ‘his approach will pay off in two

and Loeb' to feed théir machines of hate and
fear.) e ' v

" If Helgemoe faces a choice, what will he
choose? As we have indicated above, he has
shown little indication that he will take
our advice.and act rationally. On top of
all the examples already given, ihe is a ca-
reer military man, used to following the
chain of command, and not used to bucking
the bosses.

He wants to keep high on the tightrope
between bureaucrats and prisoners; keep pri-
soners quiet with the rhetoric of reform,
keep bureaucrats quiet with quieét prisoners.
Historically, NHSP has been the most quiet
prison in New England--and the prisoners
have the fewest programs to show for their
quiet. The prisoners know this, and soon Hel-
gemoe's tight-rope may break.

Will he act before it breaks? If it
breaks, he will find he probably will be un- .
able to land on either side. We ask him to
act, to begin now.

We call on Warden Helgemoe to recognize
the NEPA chapter. (and by-pass -the Trustees),
and to work with NEPA (inside and outside),
the PRC, the Jaycees and any other organiza-
tions the prisoners might form, and to get
together with all to accomplish the work at
hand. : )

And so it goes, excuse after excuse,. delay

- after delay. The .danger is that the more of-

ton an excuse is repeated, the more believable
it becomes—~it stops becoming an excuse and
becomes the real reason to mever change, ne-
ver try a new idea. This attitude only spells
one thing (trouble),

Don't let yourself get bogged down by War-
den Helgemoe. Analyze the excuses that are
holding you back and stifling your chances
of achieving in what ever goals you may have,

Most people who succeed in the face of !
seemingly impossible conditions are people
who simply don't know how to quit., And
keep in mind your not going to get anymore
out of 1ife than what you've put into it.

In closing/ Faith--grant me the courage
to change the things along life's road I
cannot learn to accept.

Raymond A, Guay, Jr.
N.H, State Prison
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- Whats Happening At Walpole?

by Lynette R Bingham
from Doing Time

As most people involved with Walpole
prison are aware, there was a ‘re-classifi-
cation that began in January of this year.
A process which is presently under consi-
deration by the Federal Court as to whether
or not it is legal. But whether. or not it
is illegal for the inmates involved, we all
know that this newly enacted policy at the

prison does in fact disregard our rights,

something that too few of us have taken
any action against.

Walpole State Prison, the one time maxi-
mum security institution of the Commonwealth
is now a maximum security prison, and a ma-
xi-maxi security prison. Two institutions
housed in the same fortress. For those who
are unfamiliar with this new system, we will
explain, Walpole Section "A", which coh-
sists of three blocks .in the "Nedlum" end
of the institution, known to all until
recently as m1n1mum, houses those that the.

Department of Corrections feels they can
control by rewarding them with special
privileges such.as furloughs, the rntalnlng
of their visiting rights (5 visits weekly
per ‘inmate); being allowed to eat their
meals in the main cafeteria, and being

- allowed to move around the medium end of

the institution if they have complied
the wishes of the administration. Also,
as a bonus, the men in this status are_
allowed to participate in the community
group functions that used to be available

“to all. In fact,.a great many of the

groups' internal boards leaders are unable
to participate as they are classified max-
imum., This reward system is known to all
in prison as Behavior Modification, phase
one.

The maximum end of the prison, which

- houses the largest portion of the popula-

tion, has quite a different procedure. The
men here are kept in twenty-three hour lock
up, the hour exception being used to take

showers and get whatever excercise Jpossible,
both physical and mental, as this is the

. only time the men are allowed to communi-

cate with their fellow inmates. Feeding
is done in- the cells, and the portions of
food that .are served-come.in dixie cups,"

quite obviously not:enough to keep a

- visitors,

grown man-healthy, but barely enough to
keep. them alive., Tired and unhedlthy bod=
ies breed tired and unhealthy minds, another
terror tactic being used by the admini-
stration to weaken the men until they are
ready to comply to all demands for the
right to eat? This, too, falls under the
title of "Behavior Modification'", we wonder
how long it will be before drugs are intro-
duced, or have they been already? From the
men in this end of the institution we find

‘that this is a very live fear, one that

seems also to have some serious backing.
Visits for the men in the max end of
Walpole (section B) have resumed, but
instead of the usual five visits a week,
they are now limited to two, and instead
of the usual 3 to 3 1/2 hour visits, they
are limited to. one hour. Does that sound
bad? . Well, that isn't all of it. The
visits for the maximum end of the institu=
tion no longer take place in the.usual
visiting area, they are conducted in the
‘corridor of the prison itself, and there
is no personal contact between 1nmate and
““The men are forced to 51t across

a cafeterla'style table from their v151tors,

“Suit Agamst Walpole

by Pat Walters
from Doing Time

The Prisoners' Rights Pro;ect ‘of Boston
is handling nearly fifteen law suits on be-
half of Walpole inmates against the Walpole
Prison administration and Department of
Corrections officials., The most recently
heard suit is on behalf of 26 inmates who
were transferred to Block 8 (maximum) on
January 20, 1975. This move on the part
of the admlnlstratlon is part of a mass
move (the first institutional wide classifi-
cation at Walpole) to divide the institution
into two parts, medium and maximum, with
much more stringent restrictions placed on
those in maximum than before.

The administration, under the dlrectlon
of its new Superintendent, Mr, Frank Gun-
ter and its Deputy Superlntendents, Walter
Waitkevitch and Fred Butterworth, is insti-
tuting a punitive and dangerous form of
step classification (behavior modification).
They know that Walpole Prison is a total

s

failure, but rather than attempt to trans-

form the institution into a rehabilitative
and productive unit (or better still, close
it down), they are transform1ng it into a
vicious concentration camp. The same
tactics were attempted by former Superin-
tendent Raymond Porelle and failed miser-
ably,

The law suits on behalf of 26 inmates
transferred to Block 8 is based on two
complaints:. cruel and inhumane conditions
in the Block and lack of due process in the
classification procedures. -These men were
taken from their cells by guards in riot .
gear and taken to Block 8 and placed in ut
cells without sinks and toilets. Those who :
did have sinks “and toilets tore them out
ih frustration and anger over hav1ng been
moved without prlor hearing nor notifica-
tion. On January 27, Prisoners' Rights

Project filed for a temporary restraining
order to have.the men returned to their
cells. 'The hearing for this was conducted
on January 28 and the temporary restrain-
ing order was denied; the judge saying
that he had no evidence that the defendants
(prison officials) had caused the condi-
tions. Sup't. Gunter testified that there
were. sinks and toilets in all the cells
and that the plaintiffs (the inmates) had
removed them. This testimony was proven
to be untrue in later hearings.

On January 31 P.R.P. filed a motion.to
‘reconsider the temporary restraining order,
which was again denied. They then sought
to get preliminary and permanent injunc-
tions and two hearing dates were set up:
February 10, on the cruel and inhumane
conditions and February 18, for the due
process. P.R.P. arranged to havecseveral
experts to go to Walpole and make asses=

ments of the conditions. - After considerable-

delay because of resistance on the part of -
the administration, a court order was

given to allow them in. There were a pho-
tographer, an architect, a psychiatrist,
and two public health specialists. All of
these experts testified at the hearings,
supporting the inmates' charges of inhu-
mane conditions. Some of the facts brought
out included:

1) filth, including human excrement on
the walls, in the cells, and on the
flats.

2) cockroaches, flies

3) no ventilation

4) poor heating system

5). poor acoustics, noise

6) poor medical attention (many inmates
were suffering from symptoms: of
enteric dlsease, spec1f1cally, hep-'
atitis).

On February 10, Judge Sklnner went t

" NEPA .NEWS

‘their children or embrace those that they

purpose: of the: Department of; Corrections.
'That belng, to further d1v1de the men.

Walpole and heard testimony from six of the

and have no opportunities to play with
love. There are no night visits for these
inmates. '

Visitors to the max end of the prison

must first make an-appointment with the
visiting officer for the time that they

choose, out of five visiting periods, and.
then upon approval they will receive a
visitors pass from the institution allowing
them entrance on the date and at the time

- of their appointment. An inconvenience,

to say the very least.

Visits to this end of the institution
are also limited to two visitors at one
time per inmate, this includes any child
of walking age, so it will take a family
of four children two weeks to see their-
father, and this allows no visits for the
parents or friends of an inmate. ‘
" Does this make the picture any clearer? :
As you may well imagine, this has created
tension of unreal proportion for these
inmates, and serves what we consider the

¢

contlnued page 5

' 26 inmates (Harding, Johnson, Wilson, Dav- "

1in, Soffen, and Carlow). At that time, he
observed that most of -the filth and excre- -
ment had been cleaned up (which.is always
the case when such visits are announced in
advance). This was also the case when
legislators Backman, McGrath, and Gray
went out to the institution on January 24
and Gunter decided to give back personal
property to the inmates and allow them
showers a day later. Also, inmates were
moved to cells with sinks and toilets a
day before the experts went out.

The due process part of the hearing was
started on February 18. It was revealed
through testimony by Gunter, Waikevitch,
and Butterworth that the decisions for
classification were made on the basis of
past actions and hearsay. Nothing positive
about the inmates was considered and they
did' not know shat they were to be transfer-
red from their blocks until the actual time
of the move. When asked why the guards
wore riot gear, Gunter replied that he
expected trouble based on past experience
with mass moves. (Gunter, by the way, just
left a prison in North Carolina which is 14
stories high and uses the step classifica-
tion system). Gunter also claimed that the
moves were made for the purpose of secur-
ity and that some of the inmates involved
were members of the so-called "wrecking
crew" (according to Gunter, 'inmates who
exercise:negative foree on others').

As of late March, there has not yet been
a decision made by the judge. He has to
review the evidence he has before him; also
to review briefs prepared by both sides in
the suit and make a decision, which may
take another couple of weeks., In the mean-
time, Gunter, Waikevich, and Butterworth
will probably go.on with their plans to

transform Walpole into a .concentration camp.

They will come up with ways of getting
around due process, such as the so-called
"appeal' process that they have set up.
Inmates will continue to be kept under in- .
humane conditions.unless we, the families
adn friends, continue to fight.

Walpole photo by Richard Kahn




George Nassar MCI-Walpole

March 5, 1975 - .
Legislative Liaison
" Representative. Richard J. McGrath
- Newton,- Massachusetts

Dear Mr, McGrath, _
' As a person who, with Robert M.
Layne, is. sponsored by the prisoners at’
Walpole to represent them in the October
1974 Federal Complaint and in the proposed. .
Prisoner-Community Seminar, I'm writing you
to inform you of the prison situation,

Since December 26, 1974, the prisoners
have been in practically twenty-four hour
lockup; only in the past few weeks have the
minimum section prisoners been allowed
near-normal routine; the other half of the
prison remains on the whole dead-locked.,
Why? i ’

Basically because management ogficials'
of the penal system, from Department level
on-down, don't know how to operate a cor-
rectional system or how to implement the
reform law called Chabter 777. Tt'g

equally true that there are forces at work
preventing -any such officials from-effecT\
tively operating the system or ‘implementing
the law. ’ o . ’

For more than a year and a half now the
“penal system has been managed by Commis-

Walpole Overview

sioner Hall. The correctional programs dt
Walpole--such as work-release, educational-

release, community-participation and social-

reintegration--have been nonexistent or
drastically reduced. This negative pélicy
has gone so far that the former Superin-
tendent, Douglas Vinzant, stated publicly
that if prisoners at Walpole wanted to
participate in any reform programs they'd
have to get to another prison. Since the
physical plant of the penal system prevents
sufficient transfers to other prisons (Con-

.cord, for example, is so overcrowded that

judges are refusing to send prisoners
there), Walpole remains full of prisoners
who cannot get the benefits of the reform
law and programs. 5,

Proof of the intentional suppression of
reform programs at Walpole is in the Com- -
missioner's fiscal 1976 budget proposals
for Walpole. There are no work- or educa-
tional-release programs provided for, No-
thing is provided for vocational-educa-
tion.  And in the past two fiscal years of

' Walpole photo by Richard Kahn

1974 and 1975, there has been no money ..

-expended for work-release, budgéts have
‘increases of more than. three-quarters of
-a billion dollars, swelling the yearly

operating costs of the prison to more than
six ‘million dollars, ’ :

- Who Are Family And Friends?

from Doing Time .
As we've explained before, we are not a
- group of social workers. We are people who
have loved ones imprisoned in Massachusetts
and who suffer everyday because of it.

We decided over a year ago that because

-the Prison Bussing Program had been such a
success, not only in providing rides to pri-
sons, but also in providing support for the
people riding theprogram, we needed to do

’more._ We. are making some progress-on our
plans to open a survival center; we are
-also undertaking a membership drive so we
can more clearly define who we represent.

On top of all our efforts here, we are -
trying to pull together prisoners' families
and friends to fight this ineffective sys-
tem and to abolish it. »

So, if you believe that our loved ones
belong in cages, don't bother filling out
a membership form.

If on the other hand you know that our
loved ones are not animals but are people
deserving of rehabilitative programs, - and
are willing to fight for those programs,
Join Us! ) :

Family and Friends are located at 1417
Dorchester Ave., Dorchester, Mass. 02122,
phone 265-8455. They cna use help, and in
turn want to help. Either way, call them.

Persons may take out membership in the
organization. 'Only members will veceive the
‘monthly newsletter, Doing Time. Membership
also gives you a voice and a vote at the
monthly meetings. ' _

‘This is a Massachusetts organization, and
in the opininon of NEPA NEWS, one of the b
best, For membership, write them at the
above address. Send whatever donation you

" ean afford; not requirved for membership, b

but needed all the same.--Ed.
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- lation of the reform law, Chapter 777,

L]

What’s Happening
wherein -inmates can appeal their block
assignments; which, in essence, is no ''ap-
peal" process at all. JInmates don't know
what ‘to appeal when they are re-classified
‘and not given reasons why. ) :

Also, inmates will continue to be har-

rassed, beaten, denied reasonable access

to families and attorneys, denied access

to rehabilitative programs, and kept under
inhumane conditions~-unless we, the famil-
ies and friends of these men continue to
fight and put the pressure on those who are
implementing and supporting these policies.
It is important to apply community pressure;,
to re-institute an observer program at ‘
Walpole, and to have regular meetings with
administrative officials.’ '

NEPA NEWS

Focusing on the penal system as a whole,
Norfolk prison during the purportedly
stable tenure of the new Commissioner has
had several serious disturbances and two
-major shipouts recently. Likewise Norfolk
has had a severe contraction of work- and
educational-release programs.

The Department's projected plans -for
community corrections programs, even if
fully funded and established immediately,
will only house about 150 people, out of
an expanding prison population of a few
thousand. '

Walpole prison has had a series of dis-
-turbances since the Commissioner assumed
control. Since the Commissioner has spent
‘hundreds of thousands of dollars securing
the prison with steel plating and prac- o
tically total severance of community pro- .
grams, half a dozen loaded guns have been :
found in the prison, three guards have been
taken hostage (precisely to protest ‘the
Tack of reform programs as mandated by
Chapter 777), a score of prisoners have
faced drastic increases in sentences as a !

consequence of these problems, and now about
half the prison has been locked up since
Christmas. The hostility between prisoners "
and personnel is.mounting, and a continuing !
series of violent confrontations are in the
offing for the next several months, threat-
ening the lives of prisoners and guards

 alike.

These add up to the most dangeroﬁs ser-

" ies of incidents since the prison was

built, twenty years ago, and the situation
promises to get worse for the penal system

itself. . . .
Under_ this system, friend and family

ties are willfully broken, real and full
community participation, as mandated by
law, is cut off, and the prisoners are

" caged and disciplined by newly hired social

scientists who in reality take their! treat-

ment orders from securitv personnel.
To maintain the severance of the Walpole

prisoners from the remainder of the penal Ty
system, and half the Walpole prisoners from ’
the other half, the Department has intro-
duced a modified aversion therapy program.
This not-too-secret behavioral modification
approach uses, in place of chemicals and
‘electric shock, the sensory-constricting
physical plants of the prison and a select
group. of guards. and-socialwork personnel
to haphazardly move and confine people in
disagreeable ways and.places, under an.in<.
comprehensible classification system. In
fact this system of control is-intended to
suppress prisoner protest against the De-
partment's refusal to implement Chapter

777 and the community-oriented program it

provides for. - . L.
©  The illegal conduct of the principal

. managers of Walpole is demonstrated clearly
in the mid-February Federal Court Order,
restraining Commissioner Hall, Superinten-
dent Gunter, and their agents like.Freder-
ick Butterworth, from suppressing the court
suit of Layne and Nassar and other prisomers.
The court had to enjoin the officials from
acts of harrassment, intimidation or re-
taliation against the prisoner-plaintiffs
and their witnesses to protect them in
their legal expose of the Department's vio-

The

illegal conduct offered to the court in
evidence included the theft and destruc-
tion of the prisoners' legal books and
documents, writing materials, even enve-
lopes and stamps to mail court papers.
Even after the court order, individuals
like Butterworth have violated the
Order, and in concert with others, harass
and punish the prisoners without cause,
forcing them to live in cold or stiffling
heat,-with no ventilation, no haircuts, no
wash or clothes, in dead-lock with nothing
to do, never even being able to see the .-
outside, restricted severely in visits
from families and friends and in a noisy
and severely uncomfortable and continually .
threatened and mistreated by a special -squad
of guards. v
In sum, whatever effort is possible by
sincere guards, prisoners or staff and
counseling personnel is crushed by a few
old-guard staff and union officials, who
refuse to allow the new law to be imple-
mented--as much because they are fearful of
being unable to operate a workable ;
system as they are hostile to those who want
to try to make the new law work. €
We hope this brief statement helps you ’
to understand what is happening and assists )
in making Chaptér 777 the reality of reduc- 0
ing crime, reducing costs of prison mainten- /
ance, and<increasing the satisfying work of
individuals -and the creativitv of onr co-
ciety, - . :
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NPRA Family
‘Center Opens

by Anita Baker, External Codrdinator
from NPRA News

"Fundamental purposes of the Center,
seems to have narrowed down to two: 'as a
meeting place where family members can find
much needed emotional support by examining
and working through their mutual dilemmas
with other family members.' To this end,
it is hoped and proposed that a number of
volinteers from the ranks of the inmate
families, i.e., those who have experienced
and survived the hardships of an inmates
family, will serve as facilitators and
counsellors at the Center. The second
thrust of the Center will be to serve as a

 referral service to 'provide information
- and access to all private and social service

agencies, as well as to facilitate communi-
cation among families on a practical level.'
It is important to note that it is often
the practical, day to day problems encoun-
tered by a spouseless family which are most
frustrating.'" (Taken from a proposed Family
Center Report)

The Family Center Programs will -provide
the means for greater communication between
inmates and their- families and/or friends.

CRANSTON - An Adult Correctional Insti-
tutions guard, whose brother is an inmate,
said yesterday his brother was beaten last
week by officers at the mediun security
facility. ;

And, said Douglas Chase, a guard at the
maximum security building, when he went to
see his brother after the incident he was. :
threatened and told by other correctional
officers to "get out of here" or he would

- be "banged-out."

A lawyer for medium security inmates
confirmed there have been continuing prob-
lems at the facility, but said the Chase
incident 'is only the tip of the iceberg."

"We are continuing to receive the same
complaints that we got all during last
summer," said Ronald E. Cook, staff attor-
ney for the Inmate Legal Assistance Program.
MThe situation with Chase is only the tip
of the iceberg, and we are more concerned
with the whole iceberg." ‘

A continuing federal court suit begun
last July resulted in-a temporary restrain-

The Spide_r and The Fly

by Shelly Killen

One of the most striking qualities about
the art created in prisons is its vitality,
authenticity, and high jevel of craft and
imaginative expressiomn. This is in acute
contrast to the banal, empty, poorly made
forms that one can find in such costly in-
stitutions as the University of Rhode Is-

- land Art Department_(Photograph 2--CRI--

Art Det--Exhibition--1974). Since I began
working on art programs in prison, I've
spoken with many professional artists who
have shared my view that there is a greater

. potential for genuine art within the dank-

est penal institution than in any art -
department of an American University. This
uncanny juxtaposition of live art and dead
art should not-come as & surprise, since
the University of Rhode Island is essen-
tially a -center for military research (URI
has the second highest number of military
contracts in New England), the worship of
bureaucratic trivia, and mindless confor-

. mity to the values of the cheerful robots

known as University officials. Art cannot
be created by sychophants and pampered

 parasites, the role assumed by URI artists

and their student followers. The URI art
department has acheived notable success in
inducing students to become true believers
and members of a pseudoworld of stereotyped
living. Art students ape the latest inani-
ties created by the sanctioned theives who
earn from $13,000 to $23,000 a year for
smearing paintbrushes across 2 canvas oT
nailing two pieces of wood together from
time -to time. These inane arrangements

are called art, and the high-priests of
deception pat themselves -on he back and
award themselves state monies for their

infantile mucky-muck. .
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To make the Family Center a success it
is the duty-of all inmates, ex- or incarcer-
ated to be responsible for himself or her-
self. Everyone has potential but often
this potential is locked up and people are
reluctant to use it. Through the use of
the Family Center it is hoped that a way
will be found for everyone to cope with the
everyday situations that make a prison :
within a prison, and on the outside a.
prison without walls. .

" By uniting and pooling individual
thoughts and suggestions, the Family Center
can be a catalyst that will keep the young-
er generation from making the mistakes that
YOU, TODAY'S INMATE, have made; not because

_ing order which ptohibite& guards from

assaulting inmates except in self defensée
or for "legitimate purposes of institution-
al security.” - ,

During the court proceeding, which is
still pending final resolution, both in-
mates and correctional.officers testified
that some inmates were beaten and gassed
by officers.

In an associated civil action, decided
iast October, three corrections officials
and two officers were found guilty of
mistreating prisoners and ordered to make
cash payments.to two inmates. The case is
being appealed.

In the Chase incident, Douglas Chase--the
correctional officer--said that he learned
on Saturday that his brother Ronald Chase
had been injured. Douglas Chase went tpvthe

medium security facility across Pontiac Ave.

to seée him, “He said he was at first denied
admission ‘to the building, but after con-
ferring with his supervisor at maximum
security he returned to the medium building
and was allowed in to see his brother.

The young inmate who painted the winged
skeleton holding a vial of bleod in his
right hand (PHOTOGRAPH 1) has embodied in
his tempera image the Vampire Spirit of
.the Deadly Penal Institution that exploits,
profits from and destroys those whom soci-
ety has elected as scapegoats for theit own

crime of indifference and greed. The left
hand corner of the painting contains a
spider weaving her web, an apt image of
the automata of bureaucracy who spin death

nets for the young and the vulverable. Our

ghoulish spectre of winged death speaks
with a. forked tongue, the native language
of public officials who call War, Peace;
Sadistic Punishments Rehabilitation; or

junk arrangements, ART. Those who resist

you wanted to but- because you happen to live

in a nation that cares less whether you are

incarcerated or not. The only way the
entire administration, nationwide, can keep
their jobs is to keep you, TOMORROW'S CITI-
ZENS, running back and forth to the cruddy
cages you have to call home. . The animals
at the S.P.C.A. live better. Now if this
is the way you want to continue to live, so
be it! For those of you who want prison
reform, rehabilitation and stronger family
ties, the Family Center, located at 384 Elm-
wood Ave., Providence R.I., is for YOU,
Personnel at the Family Center are:

- Ralph Ben. David, Steve Gumbley, Mark Hayes,

Anita Baker, Mike Rakowsky, Debbie Fitton,
Eva McClelian, Sharon Mitchell (Vista
Volunteer).

“Ronald was_assaulted while going down
the stairs,'" Douglas Chase said, "His hands
were cuffed behind his back and he was
pushed down the stairs." :

Douglas Chase said he went into a visit-
ing room with his brother and the officer

“involved, "and as soon as I got into the

room. (one officer) said, ¥Your brother is

@ .. Liar.'™

Douglas Chase said the officer told him,
"] gm going to kill (Ronald) if they don't
get him out. of here."  When he obgected,
Douglas Chase said, ‘the officer told him,
vand if you don't get out of here we will
bang you out."

Douglas-Chase has been a correctional
officer for about three months. Ronald
Chase is being held on. $55,000 bail awaiting -
trial on drug and gun charges. :

A spokesman for the'Depart'
rections said today that. ac
Donald D, Taylor will™inve
ter.

Mrs . Lillian G. McDaniel also said that:
Taylor will meet next week with a sub-

committee of the Governor's Advisory Commit-
tee on Corrections to discus- the situation

ment of Cor- ..
: g‘director;.ff
stigate the mat=

the Great Lie of the dying Establishment
are our only harbingers of hope. Lo

Men and womern within the labyrinth of
our monster prisons have begun to speak
for truth, justice, and collective concern
for the quality of life.  Those employed by
the representatives of the power structure
in the University of Rhode Island Art Dept.
are working for the spider who can only
weave death for the human beings we now
kill as wantonly and with as much ease as
we are wont to swat a fly. .

if we have three billion dollars for
the building of machines of death, roman- -
tically titled Tridents, why don't we have
funds for low-income housing, schools,
hospitals, parks, food for the hungry,
shelters for the needy? Perhaps the Spider
knows. Until the day that we say NO to
death-giving tools and death-giving insti-
tutions, we are trapped within the spider
web of unconscious self-destruction.




NPRA Sues ACI

In the year 1956vthe Rhode Island General
Assembly changed their penal philosophy by

writing wide-ranging laws to drastically - '

better the archaic conditions existing in
Rhéde

t .B&rd—labor"fwhich, in fact,” meant that
the cenfined individual was sent.to.prison
merely to segregate him from society for.
léngthy periods of "time", idle ''time''
bei ne.of man's severest forms of pun--
i Co

Twenty years have gone by since the
Rhode Island General Assembly passed into
law what just might be the most progressive
penal legislation in this country. These
statutes are mandatory. The State of Rhode
Island "'shall"” provide WORK for inmates,
EDUCATIONAL, MEDICAL, VOCATIONAL, PSYCHO-
LOGICAL, TESTING, PSYCHIATRIC EVALUATION,

. etc. etc.

The laws concerning corrections out of
the general laws of Rhode Island (1956)
must be interpreted the exact way they are
written. However, in twenty years, these
laws have not been enforced! For this
reason, inmates at the A.C.I. have filed in
the United States District Court the fol-
lowing Civil Action: L
United States District Court, District of
Rhode Island K e
Nicholas A. Palmigiano, Pro Se, Plaintiff

v Vs
Philip W. Noel, Governor, et al
State of Rhode Island
Donald D. Taylor, Director

. Department of Corrections

James W. Mullen, Warden
Adult Correctional Institutions
Robert J. Black, Senior Classification
Officer s ’
. * X %

COMPLAINT
5. Plaintiff, allege their Constitutional

.Rights are systematically‘beihg violated by

the defendants named herein in that said

defendants willfully violate‘the General

Laws of Rhode Island pertaining to operation
of the Adult Correctional Institutions; that

said .defendants have failed to comply with
the Genetal Laws.of Rhode Island by.not
complying with the statutes and enforcing
the said statutes as they are written by
the legislature; and plaintiff, further al-

lege they have been and are now being deprived

of statutory benefits they are entitled to
under the General Laws of Rhode Island, and
the defendants are -at all times acting un-
der color of state law. ) :
6. .Plaintiff, further allege they are
deprived of education, vocational training;
classification study, medical.treatment;

.rehabilitation, psychiatric treatment and

other statutory benefits they are entitled
to under the laws of the State of Rhode
Island.. R T T STt .
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:Island's prison system., " Rhode Island‘::
sophy.Was to sentence the law breaker .

-~rehabilitation and treatment of -inmates;

_Island, 13-2-26;

for $25million
7. Plaintiff, allege they are systemati-
cally deprived of rehabilitation and work
assignments as is prescribed by the General
Laws of Rhode Island, that the defendants
have been and are presently -RAPING: the
people of Rhode Island by virtue of spend-
ing funds appropriated for rehabilitation
on salaries which in violation of the
General Laws, have nothing to do with
rehabilitation, and that plaintiffs are
suffering irreparable harm as a result of
this wholesale misappropriation of funds
intended for their benefit.
8. Plaintiff, allege that defendants oper-
ate the said Adult Correctional Institu- .
tions, not for the benefit of prisoners
confined herein, but for the benefit of
employees of the said Adult Correctional
Inst*tutions, that out of the total operat-
ing budget of approximatelyvsix million
dollars, only approximately five percent
of the total budget is spent on programs
bedefitting them; and that approximately
seveiity-=five to eighty percent of the
rating budge 's‘spent‘on‘salar—
Iled Corréctional Officers

ers; ‘but prison guards.

allege -defendants ha
eir lawful duty when the
evelopiworking. progress for trai

that defendants have. failed to provide.
training for employees of the said Adult
Correctional Institutions_intended to fos-
ter rehabilitation of inmates, and plain-
tiff further allege that they have suffered

irreparable harm as . a.result of..this. dere- ..

liction of dufy on the part of defendants.
10. Plaintiff allege defendants have failed
to comply with the General Laws of Rhode
Island thereby causing great harm to the
people of Rhode Island and the prisoners of

the Adult Correctional Institutions, to wit:

a) Defendants are.not operating a RECEIV-
ING AND ORIENTATION UNIT for STUDY OF IN-
COMING PRISONERS, in violation of 13-3-1
of the General Laws of Rhode Island (Reen-
actment 1969); .

" b) Defendants are not operating a Classifi-

cation Board in compliance with 13-3-2 of -
the General Laws of Rhode Island;

¢) Defendants are violating 13-2-25of the

General Laws of Rhode I$land by mot .comply-

_ing with the statutes;
d) Defendants are not operating an EDUCA-

TIONAL and VOCATIONAL TRAINING UNIT in
compliance with the General Laws of Rhode
e) Defendants are not complying with the
Generdl Laws of Rhode Island by not having
anid enforcing RULES & REGULATIONS, 13-2-28;
f) Defendants are not complying with 13-2-.
25 of the General Laws of Rhode Island
pertaining to work a§signments for prison=
ers. a0 : , .

11. WHEREFORE: Plaintiff prays that this
Court will entér its order directing the
defendants to pay (a) 25 million dollars
damages to the inmates of the Adult Cor-
rectional Institutions, plaintiff further
prays that this Court will enforce the
General Laws of Rhode Island (Reenactment
1969), as they are written by the, legisla-
ture'and plaintiff fu
Federal Marshalls
will take over complet
Adult Correctional -Ins
time;as prisoners recel
allowed them by the G
Islahd. Plaintiff, further prays for
judgément against; the ‘Defendants in the
above-stated amount::- Plaintiff, further
prays that the Court will STOP the pays of
~211 the named defendants in this action,
plaintiff prays that this Court will grant

his court
ion of said~

Q

D

ve that which is

any and all other relief that the Court
deems just and proper. :

CERTIFICATION

I, Nicholas A. Palmigiano; hereby certify
that a copy of the within complaint was
mailed to the Attorney General's office on
the 31 day of January, 1975 at 250 Benefit
Street, Providence, Rhode Island 02903. -
And that I have made copies for the Defen-
dants in this action.

/s/ Nicholas A. Palmigiano, Pro Se

Editor's note:
class action, other significant litigation
shall be placed before the United States
District for the District.of Rhode -Island
in the very near future. . -

NEPA NEWS

: ﬁot, in fact correctional offic-

er prays, that the

utions until such -
jeral Laws of Rhode

" lack of programs.
to eat is no way to get ready for the street.

In addition to the foregoing

" Dear Editor: - .

You asked us to write for your newspaper
about things happening down here in the
Women's Unit of the A.C.I.

We have NOTHING, nothing to-do, nothing
but TIME! Time on our hands that many of

us wish we could put to use in some meaning-

ful educational/vocational training pro-
grams. None,are available to use here.

The officials of the Women's Unit claim
they cannot permit us a half hour, in the
yard for exercise because of the shortage
of matrons. There is one matron to one
inmate and we feel that is enough or are
they suggesting they need two for each
inmate?

These officers never had it so good.
They come to get away from their husbands
and take a "rest". When we take a '"map",
they take a 'map'", and they say they're
doing time like us,. the only difference
they contend is that they go home at night.
We figure the tax-payers of Rhode Island
are paying them to perform a duty, besides
one of resting, and that they have a respon-
sibility.to try to rehabilitate us accord-
ing to the law. To give us the basic re-
quirements that, according to law, we are
supposed to have. Yard-time, to exercise.

~ No matter what the weather conditions are,

we need some fresh air.

__We often wonder if these institutions are
run fot the Benefit ‘of its ‘emplioyees or for
us inmates? S 5 A :

Maybe' someone can answer this question
and the issue of what happened to rehabili-
tatinn at’ the ACE? AR

: R ConSineerely ¢

/s/ Barbara Chicoine
(ACI Women's Unit)

"~ The REAL Truth
About Norfolk

(The Real Truth AbOUT NOPTOLK will be a
regular, or nearly regular, column about
Norfolk. Marny folks in Mass. have long
viewed Norfolk as the promised land of pro-
grams for prisohers. This myth will be ex-
ploded in the series, point by point.--ed.)

o TR LR

by Earl Kennedy IT1. )
Two prison guards were shot and wounded-
Thursday night, allegedly by an inmate who,
officials said, was "high on drugs" and who
was himself shot by other correction offi-
cers. Governor Dukakis has named-a prison
task force to investigate the problems here

“"at Norfolk.

The problems here at Norfolk are not
new; the inmates have tried to get the Gov-
ernor-to see these problems ‘sooner. They
tried a peaceful work stoppage; old Larry
Meachum stopped this peaceful action by
calling in the State Police, when all he had
to do was meet with the inmates and talk
over our problems,

Ve had some fires later on, another try
to let our voice be heard by the governor.
01' Larry heard this cry for help by send-
ing a handful of inmates to Walpole. These
men were -shipped because they dared to
speak out about the Norfolk myth. And now,
when two prison guards have been shot, the
Governor wants to know what's going on.

Too bad you didn't ask the question sooner,
Mr. Dukakis.: '
* * * * . * * . *

As each day passes we all suffer from
Nothing to do and swill

As far as work release is concerned, we
all start out with onw strike against us,
and in these days of depression it is very
hard to get a job. . We rcceive no assistance
in any form whatsoever to help us get over
the hurdles we face. :

The half-way house program could have
been a viable program if Fast Frank Hall, -
the Commissioner, did not bungle a Federal
grant and allow it to slip through his
hands. The grant would have footed at
least 70% of the cost of this program.

A Superior Court Judge said that he was
not going to send any more people to Concord
Prison. - Wait until the judge sees Norfolk.

The fire is not dead at Norfolk. Yes,
you may have it burning low- for now, O1'
Larry, but all those broken promises of
-yours will one day be used for fuel for a
fire which all the state police in the
world will not ‘be ablé to extinguish.

" (The MOL' Larry Medehum" of “the article

,,js‘qujblkwsuggrinte@dqnﬁuMquﬁymo—-ed.)
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by Wayne Eorne'curlson,rwin&sdr Prison”

I take their years--I age them.

You are closing Windsor Prison. You say I'm far too old.
That I'm muck too hot in’summer and in winter it's the cold...
Well, listen to me péople, you say I've had my day i
But though I'm steel and conerete, I want to have my say: -

Dy P ‘
| have seen the’ cycle Of the faces through your lawsz:
I've ‘held your pooy for ages and by God it rubs me raw... - -
QI'd say the Devil take you, the Devil take you all, -

But he can't leave to take you, he's trapped inside my wall...

T have stood a hundred years--through hurricanes and vain,
Hrd T will stand one hundred more if you can stand the pain...
RThough I know you ‘good can't feel it, just the ne'er do well;
How can you touch heaven if you go and close your hell??

I can hear the jingle and the jangling of the keys...

Causing some-to curse me while others cry out please.

Please give me the freedom to breathe that clean fresh air

(I've caused men to hang themselves and I gave some men the chair.)

fow I can hear the moaning from the men here in the night...
You know I do what's right.

I make them beg for mercy, down on bended knee. =

I've done everything you wanted, and now you're closing me.

Trans.

By. Elizabeth Kamman

‘The Windsor Maxi-
mum Security Prison
in-Windsor, Vt. is
.~ to close down:June
© 31; For the 90 -men”

detained ‘thetre, this
- +.means living ‘i te- .
* tal apprehension. ,
" Just:what ‘will happen
-to these prisoners
seems to be an unan-
swerable question’ at
this point. Figures
have been tossed a-
round and speculations
have been made. Some
‘of the men will be
sent to various Com-
munity Correctional
Centers in Vermont.
Twenty-four of ‘the -
prisoners were-to be
shipped ‘to ‘out-of= "
state Federal Pemns, "
but word has’come
that the nimber ‘to be

.photo by E. Kamman

by Bob Meyers .
Robert Gensberg, a special prosecutor
for-Gov. Thomas Salmon of Vermont, is ex-
pected to issue further indictments against
Paul D, Lawrence, an ex-narc who operated
in St. Albans, whose recent convictions for
perjury will result in a review of 600%
Vermont drug busts, and is threatening the

dollars in civil suits, .

The legal action is the result of a six-
‘-month investigation carried out by Mr,
Gensburg, a St. Johnsbury attorney, at the
request of Gov. Salmon after a controversy
when Lawrence was arrested last July 12 for
giving false information to a.fellow cop
and- for falsely swearing out a drug arrest
affidavit. Lawrence was convicted on Feb.
5, and shortly thereafter, Francis Murray,
Chittendon County's state attorney, asked
Gov. Salmon that 150.persons convicted as
a result of Lawrence's affidavits be par-
doned. - Vermont's Attorney General, M,
Jerome Diamond, said that a case by case
review of Lawrence's 600 busts was in order.

Lawrence's actions first attracted the -

. interest of the state in the fall of 1975
‘when many ‘of Hi$ victims swore that they
were not guilty, and passed lie detector
tests with flying colors. Defense Attor-
neys presented their complaints to the
Defender General's office, which resulted
in'a 30-page report from Champlain Security
8ystems, Inc., a private investigation
firm. The report claimed that Lawrence
planted drugs, beat up speeding violators,
made false statemtnts under oath and_used
‘police expense accounts to take his giti-
friends out to dinner.  The report also
stated that Lawrence became a cop in 1966,

v

state with the possibility of millions of

C icted
despite the fact that he was arrested . as a
" youth for illegal possession of liquor and

was discharged from the Army for "behavior-
al disorders" after going AWOL three times

in seven months of service. 'The entire
report, was turned over to former Attorney
General Kimberly Chaney six months before
Lawrence was arrested. When the N.Y. Times
asked why he ignored the report, Chaney
told them the dossier was "full of unsub-
stantiated facts." The Times, however,
said that Chaney was involved in a heated
election battle with Diamond at the time and
told Diamond privately that he held up the

. investigation of Lawrence for fear of ap-

" pearing publicly as a softie on drugs.

It finally took Lawrence's fellow cops

to bring him down. When Lawrence was lent
to the Burlington Police Department as part
of an exchange program with St. Albans,.
other cops quickly became suspicious when
he failed to identify a person he had named
as a dealer. : They took their complaints to
then cbunty prosecutor Patrick Leahy, now
a U.S. Senator, who ordered the chief of
police "to clean up the mess.'" As came out
in Lawrence's trial, early in the summer of
1974, an undercover narc was imported from
Brooklyn and was pointed out to Lawrence as
a suspected dealer, Lawrence appreached
the planted dealer, but did not talk or
exchange money with him, Later, Lawrence
filed an arrest affidavit claiming that he
had bought:a nickel bag of smack from him,
Lawrence was arrested on July 12, Also
during his trial, one of his victims, a
woman, testified that Lawrence picked her
up hitch hiking, offered her some cécaine
and dinner and then asked her to spend the

Continued onYPage 19
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-be transferred.

. State prisoners.

rs from Windsor

sent out has risen to 40. No names have been
released on the transfers; all.a prisoner can -
do to pass the time is to wonder if he will
be awakened in the ‘middle of the night to be
shipped out. e T S
Being shipped out of Vermont has. no posi-
tive factors for the individual. . He will be
separated from his family, friends and couns,
sel, and will ‘be put into a foreign environ-
ment. - He will be forced to establish a new
relationship with his new peers. He will . -
have to deal with his new screws. -
~ Although Vermont's Correctional Certe
and prison may be old, and certainly not ideal
as far as programs and conditions sre con-
cerned, at least men would have a sense of
being on their own turf, near their own com-
munities, It is hard to understand why gov-
ernment officials are hassleing with such
unnecessary red-tape and paper work and
_spending ‘extra dollars that could be put
back into Vermont.. The Vermont Department
of Correction is contracting with the Fed-
eral Bureau of Prisons for space. in the
Federal system, when all they have to do is
move the prisoners from Windsor to Burling-
ton, St. Albans or Woodstock, Instead, the
men will first be sent to the penitentiary
in Lewisburg, Pa., and then shipped to any
federal prison in the country, .
__Windsor' Prison is comprised of three -
cell blocks, A, B, C. Because there dare
so few men in the large prison, some will be
moved to the minimum security block B. B
is open 24 hours. a day. The prisoners are
relatively comfortable,. They have the free-
dom of walking from cell or going to the pri-
son library. They are allowed televisions,
stereos, and are able to decorate their tiny
concrete and steel homes any way they wish,
After five years of effort, the men in the
Honor blocks have made Windsor suitable.

Thé men have established their own social
organizatiens.- For example, if any legal
difficulties come up--inside or outside--
they can be brought to the jail house lawyer
who is well read and well equipped with, be-
lieve it or. not, his own small office. All

this will be lost when the prison is closed
down, :

The third block, A, is the segregation u-
Presently, 12 people occupy the window-
less, barren block. ~Men are placed here for'
"special adjustment" and protectivé custody.
"Troublemakers' are also sent down occasional-
ly to do some time. A block is cut off from
the rest of the prison. They do not have the
privileges of the librafy/classroom, the

"workshops, or (until recently) the exercise

yard. These men are the prison's undesir-
ables, and more than likely will be the first
sent out of state. . T

The DOC will mot have. to deal with its
"troublemakers™ any longer, but What of new :
prisoners coming in? Not only should we " °
stop the DOC from shipping out any of the
men at Windsor, but we must see to it that
new men coming into: the 'system are not ship-
ped out, R n o

‘Now is a perfect time for starting new
programs in Vermont. With Windsor closing
and things being turned around, community
Correctional Centers could conceivably be
places of real prison reform. No men should
Prisoners in good standing
should be given more furloughs with public
participation in the program. All efforts
should be made to improve the facilities al-
ready in use. "Even the new prison in Burling-
ton could be put to good use by ‘adding more
programs, classes and workshops. With strong
public support, Vermont prisoners can stay
"home, ! o

The Prisoner Community Center, presently
located in Windsor, Vt., needs donations
and contributions desperately in order to
stay alive. The people at the center are

ﬁt?ying their hardest to keep the organiza-
tion running for the benefit of Vermont

Without the much-needed
funds they will not be able to move from
‘Windsor to St., Albans to be close to the
majority of prisoners when Windsor Prison ;
closed. The smallest contricution will be a’
help. Please send what you can to® '

The Prisoner Community Center

87 Main Street

Windsor, Vermont

05089 -
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~ Niantic Group Living Project

by Dw1ght Greene

Myhere 'progressive peneology rules
the chenges are trivial when measured
against the magnitude of human cost.  We
submit that the basic evils of imprison-
ment arethat it denies autonomy, degrades
dignity, impairs or destroye serLreZzance,
inculcates authoritarian vaZues, mintmizes

" the likelihood of beneficial interaction

“with one's peere, f?actures fanily ties,

destroys the family economic stability,
- prejudiaes the prisoner’'s: future -economic -
and: social status. It does these thzngs
whether or not the buzldings are antzseptzc
or dirty... or the interaction of inmates
take place in cell or corridore or in the
structural . settzng af a partzcular time *
and place.” + .
-- American Friends Service Commlttee
Periodically Americans look at their
prison system as the costly, inhumane,
‘ineffective monstros1ty that it is and

.decide that reform is in order. Even Mr,

Law and Order, Richard Nixon; ‘felt moved
to comment that '"at long last, the nation
is. coming to realize that. the process of
justice cannot end with the slamming shut
of prison doors." No competént authority
disagrees with the idea that there has to
be a change in the prison system., The
rate of recidivism alone is a conv1nc1ng
argument that the present system is a
failure., A recent survey conducted. by the

.. Hartford Courant showed the rate of reci-

divism among Connecticut prisoners to range
from 40-80%, depending mostly on the nature
of the first offense. Reformist alterna-
tives to "lock and key incarceration'" direc-
ted primarily at reducing the" rate of re-
cidivism and reducing the cost to the state
have become increasingly popular with cor-

" rection systems throughout the county.

Because many of the alternatives have com~
mon approaches to the treatment of inmates,
the examination of one such alternative can
shed light on some of the problems inher-
ent in reformist efforts as well as some of
the successes that can be expected.

The Group Living Project (GLP) in New
flaven, a pre- -release center for women coming
out of Niantic - seems to meet all of the
criteria. of a progressive alternative to

traditional incarceration., The Unit-is -
small, eleven inmates. There are no locks
on the doors. The women govern themselves
and enforce d15c1p11ne. Most of the women
work in the community or go to school in-
the communlty.

:- The theoretlcal concepts governing the.
estab11shment of the project were developed
by three Harvard psychologists, Kohlberg,

" Schauf, and Hickey.. The core of the. con-
cepts as they affect GLP is that there

are six universal stages of moral develop-
ment, The theorists feel that programs
aimed at: elevating the level of moral
judgement from one stage to a higher stage
beneficially -affects the inmate's percep-
tion of his role in society and subsequent-
1y hélps. to modify "criminal behavior."

The greatest problem with rehabilitative
theorles, however, was expressed by Dan
Walker, Governor of Ill1n01s, in the fol-
lowing statement. 'We are finally learning

i ‘that we do not know as much as we have
.. claimed about human behavior. We do not

know. enough yet how to rehabilitate: in a
prison. . We have tried dozens of therapiese-

i_ nothing- research tell us works." The num-
"~ ber of "empirieally va}idated" conceptlons

that have been proved "non-operatlve" in
the rehabilitation of inmates in the last
twenty-f1ve years certainly supports Walk-
er's. assertion.

In many cases alternatives have had the
effect of giving inmates false hopes and
unrealistic aspirations through educational
and vocational training that cannot be
utilized on the outside. However, Burt
Vishno, director of GLP, said flatly that

. "we'do not encourage unrealistic expecta-

tions and if necessary, compromise those
expectations with attainable goals. When
asked about their aspirations the inmates
gave answers that ranged from "living a
normal life, you know, going by the  laws,
working and taking it easy." to "Eventu-
ally I want to become'a certlfled publie .
accountant,"

The most conspicuous dlfferences between
GLP and Niantic are physical and relate to
community involvement. The women are not
physically confined to a structure., They
remain because they choose to. Most of
the -women work or go to school during the
day and return. They also freely grant
themselves weekend furloughs and four hour
weekday furloughs through the self-govern-
‘ing mechanism. The free social intercourse
between GLP and the New Haven community
gives at least an appearance of amendlng
some of the problems inherent in incarcer-
ation. As a matter of fact, this relaxed

social intercourse is the aspect of GLP most
often :cited by the women as making-the
project a viable transitional vehicle from

~ Report on Ponce Released

by Joyce Bressler
from the North:Country Star

Vermonters For Justice has released an
18 page report concerning the shooting

' ..death of Luis Ponce Rodriguez last Septem-
" ber.  The report, which includes 115 unan-

swered questions was presented to appropri-

_ate state, federal and local officials.

The report charged that the previous closed
‘investigations of the incident could not
have been impartial, due to conflicts of
interest, and listed the following facts.

Conflicts of Interest Charged

1. Chief of Police Beaulieau, who con-
ducted the Burlington Police Department
investigation of Miles, knows ‘and has
worked with Detective Miles for years.
(Miles is the officer who shot Ponce.)

2. All the men from the Burlington
Police Department who investigated the
Ponce shooting, know and have worked
with Detective Miles for years.

3. The state police work in close coop-
eration with the Burlington Police De-
partment. Detective Miles, as head of
the narcotics division of the Burlington
P.D., has made many contacts with Offl—’
cials of the state police.

4, Mr., Leahy and Mr. Murray (State At-
torneys) know Mr, Miles, who has been a
key witness for the Chittenden County
State's Attorney in previous cases, Bur-
lington is in Chittenden County.

5. At the time Miles was being investi-
gated by the State's Attorney Office for the
Ponce shooting, he was also to be a key wit-
ness in the Paul Lawrence case. (See this.
issue of NEPA NEWS.)

6. The police commissioners are too clo-

sely associated with the Burlington P.D.
to objectively judge charges of police
misconduct. The commissioners would have-
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to disqualify themselves as judges or Jur-
ors -were Miles tried in court.

7. Mr, Pomerleau's niece is Mr, Leahy's
wife, Commissioner Pomerleau was a big

" contributor to Mr. Leahy's senatorial cam-

paign. (Leahy was elected U. S Senator

_.this past fall.)

8. Mr. Pomerleau has: already judged De-

ifectlve Miles by publlcly stating his sa-

tisfaction with the police reports and must
not sit in judgement at any further hearlng
on the Ponce shooting.

Demands -

The report ‘also 1nc1uded the follow1ng
demands.

1. The immediate suspension of Detective
Miles, with pay, pending the outcome of a
public hearing.

2. A public hearing with the following

.conditions:

a. The police commissioners must dis-
qualify themselves from acting as judges
because their close association with the
police creates a conflict of interest.

b. A panel to sit in Judgement who are
free of personal or political ties to the
police, i.e., they would have to satisfy
the same requirements as any prospective
jurors. The panel should be representative
of the people of Burlington.

c. A guarantee- that all reasonable
questions submitted to the panel be answer-
ed. v

d. Subpoena power for the panel.

3. The creation of an independent civi-
lian review board to investigate and judge
future charges of police misconduct. The
members of this board should meet the same
requirements of objectivity as outlined
above, and be representative of varying
community interests.

, ) NEPA NEWS - .

.group: can be:vetoed by Mrs. York.

institutibnallzatlon ‘to "freedom." As

.-one. inmate put it,:"This (GLP) is realléy,

I can walk down. 'the steps and be on.the
streets«any time I want, N1ant1c is fan—
tasy."

The system of government of GLP probably
does most to underscore the promise and
contradictions. inherent to any reformist -
project. The women establish their own
rules and methods of discipline. They

resolve house issues through majority vote.

and ‘they hassle out - problems-and dispose-
of “routine. matters through group meetings.

‘However any appearance o6f autonomy is.a

facade. Mrs.. York, Deputy Commissioner of

Women's Services; can terminate the pro;ect
~at-will,

_Matters concerning budget, parale. -
and monetary allowances are beyond the
women's control. Decisions made by the

: Inmates
can be reassigned to - Niantic.. Even fur-:
loughs granted by the: group can be disap- -

' proved by Mrs. York.

It is .easy to analyze the GLP in terms
of theereal,problems.of -incarceration as
detailed by the Friends Service Committee
and dismiss the pro:ect as inadequate, -
However, the project is.a reformist effort
to alleviate rather than to eliminate prob-
lems ‘of 1ncarcerat10n and should be’ analyzed
as such,

Aside from the women themselves, the
biggest assét of the project seems to be
the staff, From top to bottom, they seem
to know the maternal and emotional problems
of women as well as to.know psychological
theory. They also seem to.care. Several
women felt :that the real differecne between
being locked up in Niantic and being at

GLP was that the staff took an interest in e

them as < individuals.

It is sometimes even hard to make a
distinction between the roles of staff and:’
those of inmates. On several occasions in-
mates referred to "the staff and girls" as
if there was no real role distinction be-
tween '"'the staff and girls."

Perhaps the role of the staff is most
clearly shown in what Vishno terms "after- -
care." It is Vishno's philosophy that
aftercare is just as important as care; dur-
ing incarceration. In this effort staff

mothers keep in touch with women after '
release and aid them with problems ranging -
from dealing with bureaucracies: to deallng
with domestic situations,

GLP does not solve the problems 1nherent
in incarceration, but it is a more humane
alternative to the way things were.

4, Re-evaluation of police trainimg and
procedures.

At this writing in March the demands are
being negotiated. The North Country Star
(and NEPA NEWS--ed.) endorses the demands

~ of Vermonters for Justice and we urge all
concerned c1tlzens to keep up the public
pressure.,

Anyone who would like a copy of the .re-
port should send $2.00 to the North Country
Star, 77 Archibald St., Burlington, Vt.
05401.

The North Country Star, which serves the
Burlington, Vt. area, is free, but they ask
for-a $3.00 donation with subscriptions-to
‘help the never-easy task of survival.
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We have not read the new proposed Maine
Criminal Code described, in part, below. For
this reason, we cannot take a stand on it, as
; » author Peter Cox obviously does. However,.

: - we felt that some of the ideas raised by the
Code need discussion, such as deeriminaliza-
tion (prostitution, gambling, drug use);
determinate as opposed to indeterminate
sentences; and tougher laws against white

L collar crime. =~ For this reason we have re-

} . . printed the article.--ed.)

by Peter W, Cox
reprinted from Maine Times ,
rl?he legislative hearings which began this
week on Maine's proposed new criminal code
will undoubtedly be highlighted by emotional
rhetoric. In fact, the codeis an essential-
ly pragmatic document. It attempts through
clarification and simplification to make it
easier for police and prosecutors to carry
out their duties while still protecting the
S rights of the individual. :
Ly ; One of the areas of hottest debate will be
I - the morality crimes--sex and drugs.
i Except for incest, sexual acts between
3 consenting adults are banished from the list
of Maine crimes., Prostitution is similarly
g . .. ruled out, but pimping or soliciting in a
.y : public place remain crimes, Social gambling
(where no non-participant makes a profit) is
no longer a crime. Possession of marijuana
for individual use is no longer a crime al-
though you can still get socked with a $100
civil fine. ' : :
The~introduction to the code explains
the reasoning behind such changes: "...To the
extent that laws which prohibit fornication,
‘social gambling and the like -are in fact

/

offenses cannot be, When the laws are not -

it becomes quite clear that not everything in
the law is to be taken seriocusly."

Jon A. Lund, chairman of the revision
commission, feels the attitudes of society
played a large role in the changes. Lund
is not only a former Maine Attorney General,
but as a legislator he is the one whoe pushed
through the legislative mandate for the re-
vision, , - )

Lund explained that the police are partic-

~cularly sensitive about being asked to
enforce laws no one really wants to enforce.
N "Suppose,' Lund asks, '"you were chief of
- police and someone came to you and said
the president of the local bank is shacked
up with his secretary in a motel and asked
you to go down and arrest him for adultery."

Or put more generally, Lund suggests .
the individual consider a specific situa-
tion where he might be looking out the
window and see his neighbor doing some-
thing that might be interpreted as ctim-
inal. What should he report to the po-
lice? Lund asks, '"What would you report?
Would you report a penny-a-point gin rummy
game? Would you report smoking a marijuana
cigarette? Would you report a couple get- .
ting in a car and driving off together?"

On the other side of the coin are those
crimes which have previously gone unpunish-.
ed. Embezzlement is a classic.  The em-

_ bezzlerler is usually protected for sever-
~al reasons: (1) the employer knows him per-
sonally and feels some loyalty toward the
offender; (2) the employer just wants to-

get his money back; (3) the businessman

is embarrassed that his safeguards were so
sloppy he could be robbed.

But reform groups have been asking for
years: Why should the person who breaks
into a store and steals a case of beer be
sent to jail when the book-keeper who em-
bezzles more in cash goes free? '

" By its emphasis on such crimes as for-
gery, perjury and bribery, the code re-
cognizes this previous discrepancy.

he code does not merely reflect public
t[‘opinion. " Lund believes that a majority
of people in Maine would still want to be
allowed to protect property with deadly
force, but the code makes it illegal. In
order to blunt the criticism of this 1limi-
tation on the use of deadly force, the
code calls for restitution for property
damage. ’ ,

" Essentially the new.code says you may
only use deadly force if your person is
endangered. (Again, the code is quite
specific. Arson, for instance, is .con-
sidered a threat to ‘the person and so
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enforced, other laws dealing with more serious

enforced, the whole system is undermined since

- New Maine Criminal Code

deadly force may be used if arson is rea-
sonably suspected.) '

The concept explains many cases which’
have caused controversy in the past. The
classic, of course, is where a person sets
up a gun trap and a person enters his

 house.” The trespasser (or potential
~thief) is killed and the owner-of the

Iz

property is prosecuted for murder, Most'
people did not understand why this should
be. But the new code makes clear the
balance: you may not take another per-
sons life unless your own life is threat-
ened. Property does not have the same
value as human life. : )
Lund sees the code as having a deter-.
rent effect since it spells out the crimes
and their penalties so specifically. Ob-

. viously, no criminal code is going' to de-

ter the person for whom there is no sense
of right or wrong, whether ‘the crime is
violent or white collar., But there are
new sections of the codée which could be

the detérmining factor in whether a
marginal businessman acts ethically or not.
In such cases, there is now a crime where
none formally existed before.

For instance, a person could get five
to ten years for "endangering human 1life
by knowingly violating any federal, state
or local statute or regulation whose pri-
mary purpose is to protect persons employ-

.ed by him or consumers of his products,
from bodily injury." As a hypothetical
case, a person, in violation of a regu-
lation calling for safety warnings, might .
sell a highly inflammable tent, unlabeled.
The seller could then be prosecuted and
sent to jail, ‘There is no counterpart to
this in current law,

nother area-in which a specific deter-
lékrent is thought to exist is kidnapping.
The penalty for kidnapping is 10 years to
life. But the penalty will be reduced to
five to 10 years if '"the defendant volun-
tarily released the victim alive and not
suffering from serious bodily injury, in
a safe place prior to trial.'" This is
clearly seen as an inducement to the kid-
napper not to harm the victim,

Another area in which the commission
replaces the nebulous with the specific
is sentencing and parole.

The most obvious argument against such
a clause-is a case where the couple are
separated prior to divorce proceedings.

But rape itself is a place where the --
code itself probably cannot solve the

societal problem that turns the victim into

the offender. Where the actuality defies
logic, it is difficult to write a logical
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the prisoner to earn the 'good time' de-

law. But it is interesting to note that
there were only three women among the
group of 33 working on the code revision.
Sentencing would be for defininte per-
iods rather than the indeterminate terms
now characteristic of the law. And "re-
lease will no longer depend on parole
board decisions but on the willingness of

ductions authorized by law. :Educational,
vocational and other programs may. still
be offerred to prisoners, but the realiza-
tion that there is no known program that
can act as a "cure" for criminality makes
it irrational to rely on a program partici-
pation as some sign of rehabilitation."”

While this might at first seem to be
harder on the convicted offen:der, it in
fact jibes with what ex-prisoner groups
have been saying for years. They maintain
that the parole system is so vague that
paroles are ‘granted mainly at the whim
of the parole board. They have said that ~
parole boards oftem make judgements on how
a prisoner looks or how convincingly he
says he is sorry for what he did.

. Lund feels the-code should be reviewed
and updated every five to ten years, This
is a further admission that the law is not
static., The introduction admits this by
saying. the revised codé ''sought on a case
by case basis to find practical approaches
to meeting the needs of today...It [the
code] represents our best collective
judgement at this time."

Despite the contention that the code is
a common sense document, it will be
attacked in some areas as violating common
sense. One section almost sure to
come under attack -is- that on rape. The
new code leaves intact the common law
restriction that a man cannot legally
rape his wife; or, put the other way around,
a man can rape his wife %ith impunity.

One section of the new code will probab-
ly be thrown out: the stipulation that
plea bargaining take place in public.

That stipulation is procedural and there-
fore under the authority of the judiciary
rather than the legislature. The rest.of
the code, however, is substantive rather

than procedural.

In the past, the statutes govérning
crime were a hodgepodge difficult for the
court to interpret in 4 cohesive manner.
Case law was often in dispute with statu-
tory law. Lund therefore feels the clari-
fication will decrease the number of subw
stantive errors made by police and prose-
cutors and will-also cut down on the amount
of time it takes_to prepare a case.

Page 10




e e 5 5 i 0 i bt

Repressmn at Thomaston, Maine

from Michael 0r51n1—-SCAR . ~
Dr. Rosser, '

I am writing to you in regards to the ]
treatment and conditions of punitive segre-
gation.

‘Myself, along with Reggie Berube, Larry
Trott, John Carr, and Richard Picariello,
are at the present confined-in punitive seg-
regation. Reggie Berube is doing a 100 day
plus 100 days loss of good time sentence. He
has done 87 days of this sentence already.
Larry Trott was sentenced to 70 days plus 40
days loss of good time. He completed this
sentence 20 days ago, and is now being held
under administrative sentence. This is not
a time sentence, it is a. hold which the ad-
ministration puts people under quite fre-
quently. John Carr was sentenced to 90 days
plus 90 days loss of good time. He too has
completed his sentence, which ended 10 days
ago, and is also being held under administra-
tive hold. Richard Picariello was sentenced
to 50 days plus 50 days loss of good time.

He is now doing 10 days, because this was the
only way he could get in touch with us, so

he requested to come up. 'Communication with
people in population ‘is almost impossible.'

I am doing 70 days and 30 days loss of good
time and I have a 20 day cell lock up sen-

tence to do after I complete th1< segregation.

sentence.
Four of us have recently received notices
of intent to prosecute on new charges stem-

‘ming from a few incidents which have occurred

due to the treatment and conditions of puni-
tive segregation. These charges are the
alleged reasons as to why the people, who
have completed their sentences, are under
administrative hold!

So therefore, we the below signed, would
like to meet with you to discuss the treat-

- SCAR Opposes New Code

We called SCAR over in Maine to get
their reaction to the new criminal code.
Their basic reaction’is that the
code is full of '"the treatment philoso-

phy bullshit that the Department of
Correction is into.'"
Apparently; any Sentence over a year

is tentative. -Aftér oné year, the DOC

can apply to the court for a change
based on the prisoner's ''progress.'"

An "A" crime says that the sen-
tence iS5 to be determinate up to 10
years, meaning it could be one day.
This is hardly indeterminate.

""The code will give the Department
a lot more power. The DOC wants to
expand all over the place.” They want
a new Diagnostic Center. They want
six weeks to analyze someone, then
send them to the appropriate place.
The' code is really very dangerous.'

Under the new code, probationers -
would be sentenced to ' the department.
Both SCAR and the Parole Board eppose

ment conditions and problems of punitive
segregatlon.

The following are some of the condltlonq
and problems we feel are necessary to end.
How punitive segregation is detremental to

both our physical and mental conditions. How

it is destroying us psychologically and this
in turn is breaking our spirit. We are
continuously subject to undue harrassment.

Karen Monaco

this idea, and will testify agaiﬁ;t
it in the legislature.

The code is full of contradictions.
There is a section which outlines the
"reasons"” for sentences. Among the
listed reasons: e

"#4. To eliminate inequalities,". i

"#5. To encourage differentiation
among offenders with a view to a just
individualization of sentences."

The real danger of the code is that
is perpetuates, in many ways increases,
discretionary powers, under the pre-
tense of eliminating discretionary po=
wers.

thile the code increases penqltleq
for '"white collar'" crimes, the discre-
tionary powers in sentencing, and the a-
bility of the DOC "to appeal to the
court for a change in sentence, will
cause the new sections to have little
or no effect.

The code, with its treatment phil-
osophy, perpetuates the idea that it is
the individual who is to blame Yet the

We don't receive proper medical treatment,

and go for weeks(sometimes months) before we
even see the doctor. There have been numer-
ous cases of attempted suicides and suicide
while people were subject to confinement in
punitive segregation. People are cutting
themselves over and over again, and there was
one case where an inmate cut himself and then
put feces (shit) on the open wounds. All
this and much more happens quite frequently
when people are forced to live under this kind
of physical and mental stress. We spent 23
hours and 30 minutes, and sometimes 23 hours
and 45 minutes, in these locked cells every
day, 7 days a week. All this, plus the fact
that we are denied visits from friends and
family--many times without even being told
that we had been denied a visit. We find

out from our people, when they write, that
they had been here and been turned away.

All this contributes to our physical and
mental conditions, which usually ends up in
deterioration of our beings--both physical
and psychological., This is what punitive
segregation does to the people who are con-
fined to this unit.

Therefore, we feel, that because of these
conditons, you meet with us because we are
the people who are confined in punitive
segregation., We feel that segregation should
be.abolished as a punishment unit and turned
into an education building or something of
that nature. < »

Some of these people have been confined
‘to segregation for over 100 days. For.
these reasons, we feel that we have to meet
with you to discuss the inhumane treatment
and conditions of punitive segregation.

Respectfully I remain,
Michael Orsini

population at Thomaston prison has about
doubled in the last year. SCAR sees this
as a direct reflection of scaring infla-
tion and uneriployment, which is over 12%
in Maine.

"The decriminalization is good,” said
the SCAR spokesman. '"The rest isn't here
or there. It is valueless."

The SCAR member said he expected the
new code to pass the legislature.

"What is important now is how many a-
mendrnents we can add to it."

In sum, the liberal reformists have, in
a misguided effort to improve things, fal-
len in to a trap liberals often fall into;
they re-inforce thie DOC's powers. In Cal-
ifornia, liberal reform produced the onc-
to-life sentence. In Maine, it appears
to now give birth to full-blown treatment.

SCAR does not oppose rehabilitative
programs, such as job-trianing or educa-
tio It does oppose coerced treatment.
And 1f plavnnv the "good boy" will get
a/ten year sentence knocked down to two
by the court’ on appeal of the DOC, then

“the carrot-stick treatment program is in

full force.

Conklin to be Transferred from NHSP /

I am to be transferred against my will to
the Bureau of Prisons (Federal) by the war-
den. He feels that I am a security risk to
the prison. But at the hearing that was
held by a member of the Board of Trustees

_and two guards that sat on the board, they

listened to Deputy Fuller state that I was
sent on this transfer because I wrote writs,
and I also printed a magazine that was criti-
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cal to the prlson because it was an under-
ground paper called "Bread and Butter" that
‘was against the prison administration and
for the prisoners. The truth of the paper
told it as it.was. Fuller (Deputy) also
stated that it was his opinion the trans-
fer was because I was an escape risk. I've
never tried to escape and I never tried to
do anything here but my time. But they do
not want leaders in this prison, only fol-
lowers. .

This is the statement of the warden to~
the PRC (Prisoners Reform Council) Committee:
1 do not intend to transfer involuntarily
any priscner (consult with PRC) and then did
place me up to be transferred...involuntar-
ily. What we have'at this prison is another
Vitek only smooth talking. At the hearing
they could not produce any guards or inmates
that was afraid of me. DRut they stated that
was the reason for the transfer,

Larry Conklin
NIISP

‘Larry Conklin fought for about a year to
be returned to NHSP after he was transferred
during the Vitek administrotion. He is now
to be transferred againa

Larry is a writ-writer. He recentZJ sub~
mitted a writ to Federal <udge Hugh Bouwnes
asking that Deputy Fuller be cited for
contempt of court becausé Conklin did not

NEPA NEWS

receive his copy of NEPA NEWS, which Con-
klin claims was left lying -avound. In an.
earlier corploint tc the court by many pri-
soners, Fuller had stated that the failure

to deliver the NEFA NEWS to the prisoners
one month was due to a mistake, and that it
would not happen again. Hence the grounds for
Corklin's recent writ,
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. Only, made its first appearance.
“ month's . columm- ie'considerably longer,

- with a speetal section in celebration of
International Women's Day.

by Shelley Ceoper¢Neili

Introductlon

In our February issue; - Not For. Wbmen U

This .

ciLio We ask agatw: for your support in the
2 form of poénss -articles, graphics,- ete.

JAgain we wish:

“omen.

‘to emphasize that. the columm
W1l be aimed.at and primarily: written by
_ However -(as the title suggests)
‘we also encourage contributions by men.

. Hope to hear from you soon. *

V whether she will attend the. ‘rally..

- ¥

. -ings in communal visiting rooms.

;i 'Pauline Hoare, 31,
i family together.

: Judge Stanléy

In the Strnggle,
Shelley

Prlsoners lees Umon

. LONDON- (WNS)

Women here have launched a. campalgn to

get into British prisons.” The.Prisoners
" Wives' Union is demanding 48-hour visits te

replace the current one-hour monthly meet-
"Sex is
‘insisted organizer

"We want ‘to.keep.the.
Many children get: ‘distur-
- 'bed because they don't see their-fathers.
~‘Some become lawbreakers themselves !

Inez Garcia

not the main object,™

On October 21, 1974 Inez Garcia was

- found guilty of second-degree nmurder
- “because she defénded herself against. one
. of the two men who first raped‘her and then

‘threatened-her-1ife on March 19th of that
year. Sentenced to.5 years to-life by.
Monterey County, C 11forn1a Super1or Court

Judge ‘Lawson. commented at. the t1ne of
Inez s ‘sentencing that he considered her a
“"dangerous woman." We agree with his obser-

- wvation, but differ on the reasoning behind

.it. . Inez was/ls dangerous in that she
refused to passively accept male violence
to her person. And she is also dangerous
because she symbolizes, for a growing num-
“ber of women, what fighting back and self—
" defense are about,

Also disclosed during the trial (but
consequently under-publ1c1zed), was the
following statement, taken in the form of

an affidavit by her defense attorney: "The
ones who shouldn't be breeders are the low
elements; the blacks and the Chicanos should
never foster children... they are the ones

~ who are dumping their children on the tax-

payers. "

The statement.was made by a member of
Inez Garcia's jury.

Inez Garcia is the mother of an 1ll-year
old child.

Rapists As 'V ctlms"

A recent study done at Rahway State

Prison, in New Jersey, has some potentially
v significant implications. 75% of the 150
convicted rapists who have been involved in
that prison's psychotherapeutic program
disclosed (during treatment) that they had
been sexually abused as children. In-some
cases, the abuses had been so brutal that
the "victims'" had completely repressed any
memory of the experience,

“, i --!!“AII II - . ,‘
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fhamen's Prison.

| : "'.Joanne thtlé ~

On April 4th, Mayor Howard Lee ‘of Chapel h

- Hill, N.C.,. w111 lead a march to Washlngton,

D.C...in support of Joann Little. He is

ca111ng “for the natlon s other black mayors

x~;to join-him,

Joann Little, released February 26 on
~totaling $115;000 (raised in large part.

be “the Southern Poverty Law Center Inc,,

in Montgomery, Alabama),.is ‘unclear as to-
”Securlty
ty.reasons" have. been c1ted as' a p0551ble'-
explanation,:

Jéann stabbed guard Clarence Alllgood
to death .when he attempted to rape her .in
her-cell at the Beaufort County Jail, last
August 26. She was the. énly woman in the
jail, She is Black, the jail.staff is -all
white and male,  As with Inez-Garcia; this.

- case raises clearly the issue of the.right

of women to defend themselves from seéexual
assault, ’
Joann's attorneys. filed a. motlon for-a

‘9C-day trial pestponement-because Joamn is
. tod ill to stand trial.

She suffers from
a thyroid condition which was.aggravated by .

81 days '‘in Beaufort County Jail and, after_vvl

6 months.in N,C.'s’
Currently the trial . is
scheduled to begin April 14 in Washington,

the Alligood incident;

’N;C.,‘home of the Beaufort County Court.

~ “ The common woman is

1 swear to you |
{ swear on my common
woman's head

as camman

ds a common Iaaf of bread
404 will rise

| -Ju‘dy Grahn

Pat Swmton & Co.,

A s1x—year Federal search for persons
accused of responsibility for eight N,Y.C.
bombings ended this month with the arrest
of Patricia ''Shoshone" Swinton.- Shoshone,
arrested in Brattleboro, Vt., was later
released on bail set at $200,000.

She has been charged with the same
bombing that put behind bars Sam Mel-
ville (later one of the 32 Brothers shot
at Attica); James, Hughey (now on proba-
tion); and most recently Jane Alpert

{who is serving a 27 month sentence after
voluntarily surrendering).

Shoshone has indicated that she was not
surprised by her recent arrest. . She felt
that once Jane Alpert turned herself in,
it was only a matter of time.

Jane Alpert has admitted to voluntarily
supplying information tc Federal authori-
ties. . Shoshone has pleaded not guilty to
the. bombing charges.

Sex And Such

Lloyd H. Baillo, who is doing time in
the federal system at Texarkana, Texas,
has filed suit against the U.S. Attorney
General, charging that he should be allowed
“to conduct a normal sex life with a woman
of his choice. Denying prisoners the right
to sex, the suit charges, constitutes 'cruel
and unusual punishment,"
Not too many folks are gonna argue with
- that last point; however, a federal dis=
trict judge in New Orleans will' decide.

NEPA NEWS

Mere on Jane Alpett |

In the Jenuary, 1975, issue of NEPA News'

" we reprinted a petition that is being- cir-
. culated by women who work with N.Y.C.'s '

Clty Star. In the February, .1975 issue Klt-'

si Burkhardt wrote a letter to the Editor

in ‘response to that article. ' Check out

. this month's letters to the Editor for a
. continuation of that discussion.:

Rising Up Angry

In August of 1974, the women at Bedford
Hills Correctional Eacility, the only
women's prison in New York, rebelled against
the administration. The rebelllpn occurred
after six male guards and several: female
guards beat Carol Crooks, a Black woman
prlsoner.. “n

70 prisoners conducted a non—vlolent
demonstration. In'reply, the women were
attacked by 300.state police and guards,
The administration then placed 238 women in
segregation and locked another 40 in their
cells, 'On September 1, 1974, 11 women,
including Carol Crooks, were sent to Fish-
kill, a new facility next to Mattewan Pri-
son for the '"criminally insane."

In October, as a result of an earlier
stit brought by Carol Crcoks, a Federal
Court prohibited Bedford Hills from contin-
uing to violate prisoners' constitutional
rights by refusing to give 24 hour notice
of charges, and placing women in segrega— .
tion without a hearing.

However, the prison refused to comply
with the ruling. Consequently, a class
action suit was filed to protect the women
at Bedford Hills. The second suit seeks
relief from "abusive disciplinary hearings
and notorious conditions in the segrega-
ticn unit,"

Bedford Hills defense workers are urg- -
ing people to write N.Y. Governor Hugh

‘Carey (among others) demandlng an 1nvest1—

gation,

Thanks to The Sunflghter

Cuban Women Now

Photo -from Cuban Women Now

Cuban Women Now, by Margaret Randallf

-appears to be a good book on the effects of

the revolution on Cuban women. The book is
largely comprised of interviews with Cuban
women. Available through the Women's Press,
280 Bloor St. West, Toronto, Ontario, Can-
ada. $5.25 per copy. -
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Herstory

International Women's Day (IWD), began in New York City in
most of them garment workers, gathered in
! sweat shop'" conditions;®
2) ;equal pay and‘equal work for all workers; 3) the abolition of
child labor; 4) decent child care; 5) the right to vote,
Two years later, inspired by the N.Y.C. garment workers, Clara
ialist, put forward during a meeting of the ,
(the international organization of Socialist .
organizing an International Working Women's

1908. A group of woien, !
a demonstration for: 1) an_end to. the "

Zetkin,'-a German Soc
Second:International
Parties) the idea o
Day. ) '
Alexandra Kolontai,
Socialist Group, and also

created to involve the masses of women in

as women and.-their liberation as workers,"

Russian member of the International

present at the meeting, supported this
effort. Kolontai wrote of International Women's Day:
militant political acti-
vity; working women were encouraged to fight for th

in the new society,"

"(it) was

eir liberation

boems by women . in the Keather Underground organization .

Sing a battle song was- sent to us, as the introduction indi-
cates, in celebration. We have reprinted below 2 sections -from
the book's introduction. The poems speak for themselves,

"in celébration of International Women's Day
lions of people around the world celebrate t
women have won in the struggle for liberation, .
affirm our committment to the struggles that lie ahead."

...a day when mil-
he victories that

passed on,"
Gather and re-

arch 8, 197

This year, 68 years after its inception,
were scheduled around the country. ‘
In Boston, the Puerto Rican Socialist;Party {BSP).
that discus$sed the recent meeting of the Cuban Women's
The latter (since its creation in 1960) has seen as its
raise the ideological, political,

women, in order to incorporate them into the tasks assigned by the
Revolution and so to allow

protest to that city's hospital policies
In N.Y.C., women celebrated with "An Evening For Women and Chile
reporting on women in Chile,
There has been a great dea
year by Black and Third World women,
The more traditional feminist groups (NOW,
o from participating in IWD this year.
Co ~ the day that U.S. women got the vote,
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"The culture of women,

and survival has been a great source of strength to us, passed
down through centuries, engraved on a clay pot, stitched in a quilt,
_ written on paper and bark,

by our grandmothers and their grandmothers before them.
moments and victories,

a variety of activities

héld workshops
Congress.

goal: '"'to
cultural and scientific level of

them the role they are entitled fo play.

In Detroit, groups including the Congress of Afrikan People
(CAP) and the-Black Women's United Front

‘ (BWUF), demonstrated in
around forced sterilization.

songs and poems from Latin America,
1 of participation/leadership this

etc.) have refrained
They're opting for August 26,

the teélling of our struggles, -joy, pain

sung in laments and ballads, tales told
Our proud

our setbacks and defeats are recorded and

--excerpts from the introduction

R

ease mind and tire body
We must apply them seriously and
Measure our- progress. : T

For a Troubled Sister

Make your need known
need is human-
pain is woman

You are precious

to me

to the circle

to the people.

Becomeing resigned to

a life without need - )
without silencé or rest

is incorrect. A bad example

a short-sighted way.

Is this a cycle? .

Tf so where is its door?

How do we break it,

Shatter on to some new plane?

The ethers of us must hear your voice
and add ours . :

plan strategy to defeat this

thing sapping you -

and others, too.

Our value is no Puritan one of joyless labor,
but of hard work d4nd fine life’
from eéach according tc her ability
to each according to her feed °
Qur cures are homely tings
sweet .teas for the late nights
borrowed Chinese magic :
digging fingers into the black Farth to

We must watch out for each other better
nurture your well-being
the way we guard you from the enemy,

Nothing is more important to do
than to rcnew, .
regain your beautiful strength
which moves mountains.,

gentle-eyed men
Shaggy bodies.

men of peace.

and the birds

fruit eaters
August 1974

Welcome

Red Moon child
your soft breathing
long labored for. ‘
the struggle to create you
‘harder
more ordinary
) than lyries or stories convey.
natural )
to give birth .
in the’ sense that it is human
to strive ‘
despair .- .
detefrmine -
to want you,
welcome here
half moon baby.

Iireflies and fairy godmothers

herald

your coming

into the struggle
for life.

spring 1973

News On- Prisoner Conference

Plans for the Second New Fngland Pri-
soner Conference are falling into place.
People with expericnce in a wide variety
of programs and study have agreced to help
lead the workshops. Registration- forms
are beginning to flow in. Please, it vou
are planning to come, send us your regis<
tration form (see page-19). :

We have discovered that the cost of the
confe"ncc—ipo prepare materials and to’
prodiice: the résults of the conference--
will exceed the resource we now have a-
vailable. For this reason we are reques-
ting that each person attending the con-
ference pay a $3 registration fee. Ob-
viously, if you do not have the money,
we will not -exclude you. But if the con-
ference is to succeed, we need you to
dig deep and come up with $3.

Our experience has been when you get
several hundred €X-COns and prisoner sup-
porters together, the results will be val-
uable not only for the movement in New
England, but also for the entire U,S.

Your registration fees will enable us to
publish the proceedings of the conference
for national distribution. :

So far we have onc definite addition
“to the list of workshops--Art in Prison.
Shelly Killen, a regular NEPA NEWS contri-
butor and an art tcacher in the "Boys
Training School in R.I., and R,I. artist
George Knowlton, will conduct the work-
shop. The time will be Saturday afternoon

Art in Prisor.- Slide presentations
of art p;gbraws in. the ACI, Cranston, R.I.
and Boys Troining SChool, R.T. and die-
cuseion of the value of the program, re-
lationship of art programs to the general
public, history of the relation ketween
the administration of the ACI and our
workskops. The primary airm of the work-
shop is to educate the public as to past,

- present and possible future for priscr art

programs, and the engendering of sugges-
tions as to ways to hold priscwn adminis<
trators more: responsible to the needs of
those they. have incarcerated., The work-

For Our Men

long hair curling and straggling
down your backs.

peace in the set of your shoul-
ders when you walk.

sinewy warriors of the animals

fierce lovers of the human spirit.

may you multiply and cover this
“cafnibal land. :
summer 1972

g 5 years ago, this. month, Diana Cughten, Ted Gold, and Terry g
iRobbins were killed in the N.Y.C.

Battle Song is in part a dedication to Diana's ‘memory.
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townhouse explosions. Sing a

shop will also include information on an
experirental unit in the Rarlinmie Prison
Glasgov, Scotland, in vhich the arts s
played a major role in trans forring i
quality of life from enforced passiv:

anc dull vork to.meaningful, socially ov-
tented activitu, :

In addition, some SCAR members are
working the idea of a workshop based .on
the ideas found in NEPA's film, 3000
Years and Life, the idea of prisoncrs
running the prison. Other folks have
written sayving they want to attend more
than one workshop at the same time. They
wanted to know if repeats of workshops,
or perhaps new ones, could be held on
Friday or Saturday nights. The answer i«
yes. 'The workshop rooms will be open at
night. Folks desiring to continue or
to hold repeat or new workshops should et
together and let the conference co-ordin-
ators know, and they will be announced at
the summary sessions on Friday and -Satur-
day afternoons., )

We look forward to seeing you all at
a very productive and ‘energeti¢ conference,
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NEPA NEWs

Page 13




News from New England and

- Mass News
Prison Bussing Program

Visitors to Norfolk and Walpole .can ride
with the Prison Bussing Program three days
a week. The bussing program is run by.the .
Family and Friends of Prisoners. Since all
expenses have to be paid by the people run-
ning the program, donations for gas are
needed to keep the bussing program going.
Support the bussing program and save your-
self some transportation money at the same
time,-

Prlsoners, tell your people about the -
program if they have not yet heard and if
they can use it. People's transportation
is better than the MBTA ripoff,

Bus Schedule

~ Buses to Walpole and Norfolk leave Dudley
Station at 11:00am and Fields Corner at

11:30am every Monday, Wednesday and Saturday.

Buses leave from Central Square on Sun-
day nights for Concord.

For Billerica--night visits’ either Sun-
day's or Monday's.

Call 265-1583 to reserve a seat on. the
bus and to.get .departure times. Call at -
least 48 hours in advance. e

Stars in Strlpes

14 prisoners at -MCI-Norfolk, under the -

name '"Stars in Strlpes" have put together
a stage production of !'The White House
Transcripts." The show premiered inside
Norfolk on March 21-to:an audience of pri-
soners and outside bigwigs.

- The play dramatizes the Nixon gang's
plots to run the country under the table.
Commented Terry Bernard, who played Nixon,
"I help up a bank and got 5 to 16, Nixon
held up a country and he got a pardon." .

The play was directed by Bernard's bank-
robbing partner, Mark Frechette, the left--
ist .activist in Antonini's film "Zabriskie
Point." :

--Info from N.Y. T1mes o C

Norfolk 26

While the men of the "Norfolk 26" have
won a first round court battle to return
to Norfolk from Walpole, they have not yet
been returned. After the Federal District
Court ordered them returned, the Attorney
General appealed the case to the U.S. Court
of Appeals. A .decision is expected in mid-
April, District Judge Skinner's original
decision was printed in part in last month's
NEPA NEWS (February)a

Brldgewater

The reason we haven't printed anyth1nu
"about Bridgewater in:d while is that we are
still waiting on the suit to close the damn
place down, While no decision has yet
been rendered, the dungeon remains the same
horror house,. More when the decision cemes,

Quincy Cops

As we reported in our December, 1974 is- .

sue, Quincy, Mass. cops have added machine  :.

guns and shotguns to-their arsenal. Since
then, a teenager has-been paralyzed in Quin-
cy. In noting that.the weaponry may. well
be used against striking workers and pro-
testing unemployed,  the Mass Worker commen-
ted:

"It seems as though the police dare arming

for war rather than to protect the citizens. ’

"Guns don't stop the conditions causing
an increased crime rate, such as unemploy-
ment topping 13% in Plymouth and 11% in
Quincy.

"People in Quincy have been struggling
for better living conditions, not clamor:ng
for better guns."

HelpWanted -Walpole

Walpole is hiring medics now (or was as
of mid-February). Said an ad.in the Boston
Globe: "ATTENTION MEDICS Openings at Wal=
pole State Prison, full and part time. Must

know suturing. Call Mike Kenney at 762-6500

or 668-2100."

Emphasis ours. Just let em

. get stabbed; don't close the place down, or
cool the place out by g1v1ng the men some-
th1ng to do.
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Solidarity Day

Workers, unemployed and many other per-
sons demonstrated in cities across the U.S.
on February 22, Solidarity Day. Called
by the Congress of-Afrikan People (CAP),
the demonstrators' demands included.full
employment, an end to U.S. war preparations,
and against rising costs for food stamps.
Demonstrations were held in Newark, New
York City, Philadelphia, Pittsburg, Wash-
ington, D.C., Wilmington, Baltimore, Gary,
St, Louis, Detroit and Cleveland.

X uer,o can-commun ty in Newark rose up against police
brutality last fall.

WalpoleVlsltmg

For prisoners in Walpole S new maxi-maxi

‘«sectlon, wisting has been.reduced “to:twe;’

one-hour visits weekly. There is an excep—f
tion, however. If the family or friend lives
100 or more miles-away, visits may be two,
two-hour sessions per week. We have heard
that men in walpole have not been provided
with this information. So, men inside,

* contact your social worker and arrange an.

OK with the visiting office.

0f course, this situation is outrageous.-
As Family and Friends have pointed out,
getting from Boston to Walpole and back can
take all day, what with the lousy mass tran-
sit system in the area; you might as well
live 100 miles away--it takes at least as
long. Then again, the department never did
care too much for the welfare of either pri-
soners or’ Lamllles. They never have given
a real reason for cutting back the visits
from 5, three-hour session per week.

Coun yPrlsoners

As of November 30, 1974, there were
1768 men and 31 women incarcerated in
County Houses of Correction and County
Jails in Massachusetts. The figures in-
cluded 1135 ‘men and 23 women convicts in
the Houses of Correction, and 632 men and
9 women detainees in the jails. The num--
ber of pre-trial detainees is actually
higher, as some women are detained at
Framingham, and some men at Bridgewater.

Pri son--Radio Shows

For prisoners, family and supporters,
there are.in Eastern Mass. (and can be

‘heard in other places) radio shows for pri--

soners,

On Sunday nights at 11:00 there is the
Lock-Up Show on WBCN, 104FM, with music, de-
dications and news. :

Radio Free Norfolk :

in Boston WBUR 90FM  Tues. 9:30 pm
in Worch, WICN Fri. 9:00 pm
in Hyannis WCOD Sun, 11:00 pm
in Framing. WVBF you'll have to

check the time.

NEPA NEWS

N.J. Cops Charged

A Newark, N.J. Grand Jury has charged
police with two murders and a "conspiracy
of silence" to cover up the murders., Two-
Puerto Rican men, David Perez and Fernando
Rodriguez Cordova were killed during se-
veral days. of demonstrations by the Puerto
Rican community last Labor Day.

The police attacked a Puerto Rican- fes--
tival in a park, which touched off the re-
bellion. The cops escalated with beatings
and mass arrests, and the murder of the
two men, -Mayor Gibson expressed "concern"
over the findings of the Grand Jury. The
prosecutor said that he could not act be-
cause neither he nor the Grand Jury could
identify which policemen had committed the
murders.,

Maine News

Last July,S.C.A.R. organized a Port-
land Bail Fund. They have a sizable sum
and .the money is available to anyore ‘who
needs it., .At present they're attempting
to form a statewide bail co-op so that
all bail projects in Maine can pool their
resourses, - Also they hope to 'start an-
other bail fund in the Lewiston- Auburn )
area, o

Every 10 days a‘van leaves Portland -
and ‘goes- to either Halne State Prlson or’
~to Windham. This is to provide transpor-
tation to people who wish to visit some-
one in the joint but can't afford it, In
the future a bus may be procured to’ 1ncréase
the number of visitors. For the exact e

dates and times of the rides contact -,

'-S C.A.R.

Every Sun. S.C.A. R. has a radlo show on .:
WBLM FM. 106, The topics- are: stimulating ..
as well as educational. Lend an .ear and
see the light. Another Public Service
from the good people at' S.C.A.R.

Also on Sun. there is a meeting at
S.C.A.R. headquarters to discuss current
happenings in Portland and the area. -

The Public'is urged to atte.d.

FOR FUTHER INFO. AND ADIVCE CONTACT
S.C.A.R. 374 Fore St.. Portland, Me. 04111

N.H. News

“Prison Aid Refused

reprinted from the Concord Monitor

For the fourth time in two years, the
Governor s Commission on Crime and Delin-
quency has refused to fund the position of
a lawyer for inmates at the New Hampshlre
;State Prison, .- ' % z

On a unanimeus:voice v”te, the ‘Coninission
tabled the $21,212 application for the
.prison -lawyer on--advice of ‘Roger Crowley,'
.commission director.

) Crowley said he first would want a Iist

of priorities from the prison '"on how we
can spend our limited funds at the prison,"

Merrimack County

The Merrimack County, N.H., Commission-
ers have requested a study of the economic
viability of the 400 acre County Farm, An
initial cost-free study would check out the
farm's soil, agricultural p0551b111t1es and
cost.

The farm is worked by the prisoners at
the County jail and the produce helps feed. .
both prisoners and patients at the County
Nursing Home.

At the same Commissioners meeting,. they
voted to raisé the '"wages" of the County
prisoners to $3 per month from the current
50¢ per month. This generosity must be
approved by thé county's legislative dele-
gation, and w111 set the-county back some
$500
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7 Jailed

7 persons have been jailed for refusal
to cooperate with a grand jury "fishing

expedition". The government has been hunt-

“ing Susan Saxe and Kathy Powers for a 1970

Boston bank robbéry (as we go to press, .
Saxe ‘has been apprehended). The 7, mostly
women, were jailed March 5 and 8 because
they refused to aid the FBI by testifying
before the grand jury. In allegedly seek-.
ing Saxe, ‘Powers and other fugitives, the
FBI has been harassing Lesbian and femin-
ist groups across the country.

Wounded Knee

Early March marked the second anniver-
sary of the Wounded Knee occupation by
members and supporters of the Ogala Sioux.
And in early March, a Federal Court convic-
ted Wilbert Provost and sentenced him to
nine months probation for larceny of the
Wounded Knee trading post.

Meanwhile, 50 more cases are likely to

be dismissed as the Justice Department says

it has insufficient evidence. More cases
are coming up in both Federal and State
courts. In April the Wounded Knee conspi-
racy trial will begin in Tuscon, Arizona.
Five members of AIM (American Indian Move-
ment) will be tried . for alleged violation
of the "Rap Brown Act", which prohibits,
among other things, crossing state lines to
instigate a riot. = . ‘
As part of its escalatiom, AIM members
in several places have been newly arrested ~

. on bogus charges and/or assaulted by gangs

of thugs set up either by the state or its.
allies_in established tribal councils. . One
such in-ident occurred after a judge order-

‘ed a new election for the Ogala Sioux in.

North Dakota. The old leadership, allied
with the state, rigged the election to
defeat AIM candidates.

Puerto Rico

‘On February 7, Puerto Rican police shot
and killed Jose Santiago Rivera, 20, in an
“attack on.a squatters. group.. - .- - Lt

The squatters had seized 390:acreés of "
empty land and began building homes. The

- police arrived and began shooting wildly,

and beating and clubbing. Santiagos' wife
said he was a bystander who lived nearby,
not a squatter.. Many squatters required .

“medical attention.

The squatters say they have a righF to
the unused land because they are married,

“‘have children and have no place to live.

They poifit out that there are plenty .of
luxury houses and hotels for the rich in

. Puerto Rico.

Attica
Not all the news of Attica goes on in the
courtroom. About half of the 1600 prisoners
at Attica have signed a petitionfor a union,
but the administraticn refuses to recognize
the union as legal. The organizers have

' been.made the subject of reprisals, arbi-

trary punishment and transfers.

Felons on Juries

John“Hunley~Abbot£, a World War II resis—

. tor who servid 18 months time, has won a

- 'suit in California that allows ex-felons to

'sit on a jury. In 1966, Abbott had won, a

suit restoring voting rights to felons -in
California. i

Bicentennial

The current U.S. government does not

want to go the. route King George III follow-

ed in 1776. To make sure the bicentennial
ncelebration" is a party and not a revolu-

tion, LEAA has set aside $1 million to com-
The money will be granted

in lumps of $40,000-$60,000 to cities hold-

bat "terrorism.”

ing major "celebrations." . )
Meanwhile, a coalition of Native Ameri-

can groups has said they would not support

the "celebration" and would work against

it, Indians, 1ike Blacks, were not. exactly

freed by the war which began in 1776.

Industrial Crime :

The imperialists spend a lot of bread
and blood promoting a panic about crime
in the - streets, calling for law and order
But more people are Killed by on-the-job
accidents and industrial diseases than
by "crime in the streets'. These are
deaths ‘that could be eliminated if not for

* the anti-human drive for profits that

characterizes capitalist enterprises.

In the U.S. during every working day,
65 people are killed, 8,500 are disabled,
and 27,000 injured in industrial accidents.
In addition, 400,000 people are suffering
from job-related diseases such as black
lung (miners), brown lung (textile), pes-
‘ticide poisoning (farm workers), asbestio-
sis (chemical) and radiation poisoning
(nuclear energy). .Over 100,000 die annual-
ly of thése conditions.

from Osawatomie :

‘Today

41% of-all Black teenagers looking for
work cannot find it. O0il company profits
climbed from 6.2 billion to 16 billion
dollars from 1972 to 1974. Overall cor-
porate profits increased 18% in 1973 and

~another. 36% in 1974, after adjustment for
inflation., Meanwhile, wages decreased.
1.3% dn 1973 and 7% in 1974, after the
adjustment for inflation.. Women's wages
average only 57% of men's, Even before
the current inflation spiral, 50% of all
_U.S. old.folks were classified as, poor.
Pres. Ford wants Social Security ‘raises

" to be kept to 5%, while inflation is 12%. _f

The price of food has gone up 50% since
1970, HEW has cut its funds for abor-

" tions, but .continues to pay 90% of the

cost of sterilization, and increasingly

welfare departments are coercing welfare
women into sterilizationms.

. _But, according to.the capitalists, we
don't really need much change. A little

war in the mid-east, or perhaps southern
Afriéa, and we will be rolling again.
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Cablelines/cpfy.

~ Urban Planning Aid

Urban Planning Aid, Inc. (UPA) has many -
low cost pamphlets and books for community

gropps (costs from 15¢ to $3.00). The
areas coveredinclude Housing (tenants

rights to a guide on real estate research);

Occupational Health and Safety; and other

materials such as how to research a corpor-

ation.

UPA also publishes The Price of Punish-
ment, an excellent study of 'the Mass. Cor-
rectional system (see Nov., 1974 NEPA- NEWS

for:excerpts).

For a full list of materials, write UPA,

639 Massachusetts Ave., Cambridge, Ma.
02139, or phone 617-661-9220.

NEPA . NEWS

Butner

" Construction on the Butner, N,C. Federal
Center for Correctional Research began a-
gain in mid March. Construction had been
halted at 60% complete when Ranger Construc-
tion Co. of Atlanta defaulted on the con=-
tract. Tandy Construction Co. of Charlotte,
N.C. is now doing the work, which is expected
to be completed by May, 1976. We hope Tandy
goes bankrupt. : ' : '

Butner's plans were developed after pi-
lot projects were launched in such places
as Springfield, Mo. (START) and Marion,

- 111, The Federal Bureau of Prisons says ~
" there is no reason for fears that the pri-

son will abuse prisoners. But the Feds
said that about STARF, which performed such

non-abusive actions as chaining prisoners
to metal bunks for days on end, to wallow
in their own excrement,

START was closed down under heated pre-
ssure from prisoners and supporters, and
later was ruled unconstitutional by a Fed-

eral Judge. Suits are now pending against
similar programs, such as at Mariom, Ill,
No doubt the Feds will just try to be a
little more slick in the Butner operation.
..To find out what START was really like,
what Butner can be expected to be, check -
out the January, 1974 issue of NEPA NEWS
(the Behavior Mod issue), still available
from us for 25¢. '

Hawaii Guards Strike

Guards at Oahu Prison and Halawa jail in
Hawaii have been protesting conditions at
the joints. As could be expected, the
guards want adequate staffing, adequate

‘-, training, decent safety and health proce-
“dures,

However, the guards also protested
against the prisoners' lack:of recreation
time, craft shops and-low wages (9¢ per
hour). :
Said Guards Union steward Joe Moniz,
“If you're going to treat men like an-
_imals and keep them always locked up with
little to do, then you're asking for trou-
ble." . o
In reply, Gov. Ariyoshi said, "Some dras-
tic action will have to be taken.,"
Commented Hoe Hana, a Hawaiian people's
paper, "Unfortuantely, the Governor was not

" referring td ‘the abolition of institutions .

like Ozhu Prison.," Concluded Hoe Hana,
“Our justice system needs to be turned a-

~ Police Control |
Violent Unemployed

(CPFj~State troopers will be posted at
unemployment offices in Michigan to con-
trol what the Wall Street Journal terms

" the "huge, sometimes violent crowds'" at

the offices,

State officials also plan to experiment.
with the alternative of mailing checks
‘directly. .

(From Liberation News Service)

_MviScellaneou‘.S“Niggers

(CPF)Police files in Houston, Texas

~ contain \folders marked "miscellaneous

niggers" \and "swingers." This is the
latest revelation of the continuing effort
- by city officials and citizens to uncover
blatantly illegal spying, bugging and re-

tigation Division (CID). )
The CID is most notorious for planning
and executing an armed attack on the head-
quarters of People's Party II and killing
its founder, Carl Hampton, in 1970, The

People's-Party is patterned after the Black

Panther Party and is presumably full of
‘"'miscellaneous niggers," )

The investigation has discovered files
on more than 1000 citizens with non-crimi-
nal records. Current Police Chief Carroll
Lynn discovered that his phone had been

tapped by previous chief Herman Short. The’
ACLU has filed a $55 million lawsuit on be-

half of gwo persons who were in the files.
The copgjtried to destroy the files, ' Fed-
e John V. Singleton impounded the
safekeeping, -and will .invite the

cord keeping by the Houston' Criminal Tnves-

D0 persons to join the ACLU's suit.
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by Ron Sturrup

Since going to prison in 1968; Martin
Sostre has apparently been an intolerable
challenge- to the New York Correctional
Commission. His life and personality ap-
pears to be alien to the values existing
within a walled-in society whose officials
are able only to destroy those they seek
to rebuild.

His constant and persistently courageous
attempts to establish standards of prison-
er's rights, to unite other inmates behind
these efforts and to improve the harsh and
brutalizing conditions in which most of
them live has moved the prison officials
to keep Mr. Sostre in solitary confinement
for five of the past seven years he has
been incarcerated.  He has been heaten ten

times for steadfastly refusing to submit
to a rectal examination by the guards.

Mr. Sostre's refusal to strip himself
naked and submit to a rectal examination
is apparently incomprehensible to the
guards at Clinton Prison in upstate New
York. That a man who, after all, is no-
thing but a prisoner, and black, will:-not
submit to such an indignity must have
triggered some inhuman mechanism deep
within them, K Several of them leaped on
Mr. Sostre, lifted him into the air, cho-
ked him into unconsciousness, slammed ‘
him to the floor,. kicked him in the ribs,
stomped on his head, called him a nigger,
ripped his clothes from his body, spread
his legs to the point of pain and proced-
ed to inspect his rectum, !Mr. Sostre

- was then charged with assaulting three of
the guards and dragged into court, as if
dignity and worth as a human being can be
handed down from the .bench.

Inside-the courtroom, Martin Sostre re-
peatedly tried to tell of the dehumaniz-
ing conditions inside Clinton Prison; of

. the beatings, of the inhumane conditions’

in solitary confinement and of the forci-
ble rectal examination. Judge Robert Fein:
berg, presiding over the procedings, re-
peatedly cut him off, consistently refus-
ing to allow testimony reférring to con-

Armed Navajo warriors occupied a plant
owned by Fairchild Corp. which produces e-
lectronic hardware, - Fairchild raid off
nearly half of a work force of 1000, then
fired anbther 150 workers at the Shiprock,
New Mexico plant. This set off the sei-
zure of a week, which ended with key con-
cessions being made by Fairchild.

« The 40 Native Amreicans, some of whom
are members of the American Indian Move-
ment (AIM) raised many demands - which link-
ed together the struggles of the workplace
and the needs of the Indian community.

BERVISES
e
B kg

--An end to layoffs and firings; work
or unemployment checks.

--Review of hiring, firing, seniority
and promotion policies; the workers are
Indians, the foremen almost all white.

--Demands for the local public health
service hospital to be more responsive
and responsible.

--Renegotiation of the lease,; pollution
control and other demands against the Four
Corners Power Plant, which produces power

Free Martm

Navajo Warriors

les, The smog for the reservation is’ 11ke
that inLos Angeles. - '

--A demand that educators be of hlgh
quality and respect Navajo culture. -

--Last of 'all, amnesty for the occupiers.

The day after the takeover, some 200 Na-

vajo ‘gathered at the plant gate to show sup-
port and to discuss Fairchild. They point-
ed out how Fairchild workers only get about
$2 per hour, how the_safety conditions are
poor.

Because it is on a reservation, Fairchild
pays no taxes to either state or federal
government; and the Navajo council original-
ly. agreed- to no taxes for.20 years. Fair-
child is one of the world's 500 largest cor-
porations,

After negotiations, Fairchild agreed to
a week's severance pay, the formation of an
investigation committee as demanded for the
other grievances, and no reprisals,

* "What AIM really won was the support of

the people for this militant form of action
,against a .new target—-big business," said
one observor,

Stated AIM and the Coalltlon for Navajo
Liberation, "It is time for Navajos to con-

trol. their own domain and their own destiny,

Sostre! ~'

ditions inside the prison to become a part
of the record.

Six defense witnesses who were locked
in the solitary confinement unit at the
time~ of the forcible rectal examination
testified, under oath, that they heard
violent movements like a scuffle, heard
Sostre scream and heard guards yell nigger.
The major defense witness, James Sullivan,
a trustee-porter in the solitary confine-
ment unit testified that three days pri-
or to the forcible rectal examination in-
cident he heard the guards plotting to
beat Mr, Sostre the next time he refused
to submit., Sullivan signed an affidavit
testifying to that conservation. Hudge:-
Feinberg ruled that the affidavit was in-
admissable as evidence.

Another witness, a chaplain at the pri-
son, Reverend Cormac A. Walsh, testified
that Martin Sostre is honest and non-vio-

. lent. Reverend Walsh admitted that upon
understanding what was happening to Martin
Sostre, he wrote'a letter to Judge Fein-
berg. It read in part: '

"T have been~a Catholic Chaplain at
Clinton Prison for sizteen years. I have
come to know the deferdant, Martin Sostre,

real well and I think he is a gentleman in
" the highest sense of the word. In'my fre-

quent cortacts with him in unit 14 (soli-

tary confinement), I have seen bruises

left after each encounter which involved

rectal examination....Il have seen bruises

on Martin's legs when I visited him in u-

- nit 14, I'm sure they vere not self-in-
flicted. .
It is time to stop this harassment oJ

Martin Sostre, and others, and get on with
the business of rehabilitating inmates.”

Judge Feinberg refused to allow the let-
ter to be introduced as evidence. . In his
charge ‘to the jury, Judge Feinberg ruled
that the prison guards were performing
their "lawful duty" by forcibly making the
rectal examination of Mr. Sostre. :

The all-white jury deliberated for less
than an hour, finding Martin %o@tre gullty
as charged, - -

Atmore- Holman

Atmore-Holman Defense Committee

BROTH?RS }

Recent demonstration in B/rmlngham
to free the Atmore-Holman Brothers.

by Ron  Sturrup :

The state of Alabama has won the first
round of its court sanctioned "legal' rip-
off of the Atmore-Holman Brotliers.

The trials of the nine Black inmates
from the state's two largest prisons--At-
more and nearby lolman--on charges stemming
from their resistance to racism and brutal
conditions, ended with one of the nine men
receiving the death penalty; two receiving
life imprisonment; one receiving 51 vears;
and one a directed acquittal. Round two
of American "Just-us" will resume in June
when the other four Atmore-llolman Brothers
will undoubtedly be pronounced guilty.

The facts of the Atmore-llolman Brother<'
lives, arrests, prison treatment, Tesis-
tance to dehuménlzatlon, etc., etc., etc.,
has been told over and over again all over
America for the past several hundred years
and it still goes on and on and .on, and the
time has come for talk to turn to action,

People: This Brutalizing, Crushing, De-
humanizing, Capitalistic System Has Got To
Be Eliminated Before It Eliminates Us! A

Free The Atmore-Holman Brothers--By
Whatever Means Necessary! '

rather than to remain victims of the white
man's industrial enterprises. Justice for
the Navajo comes first!"

A flash as we go to press. Fairchild
has anmounced that it would close its
plant because "we cannot be assured that |
further disruptions will not occur." AIM
in veply has called on the Navajo nation to
empropraate the plant.

not for the reservation, but for Los Ange- R . v
_ : i ‘ : - - B MARCH
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Dear Nepa:

I write this in response to a letter
written in defence of Jane Alpert by Kath-
ryn Burkhardt. I found her letter very
well written but filled to the over-flowing
of emotion; mainly outrage at the way a
fellow "sister-in-struggle" was "railroad-
ed" (quotations mine) by the leftist news-
paper, City Star.

Ms,. Burkhardt pointed out, quite correc=-
tly, that the left cannot fall into the
trap of condemning anyone or anything
without sufficient proof: '"This kind of
repression and sloppishness is no different
than the repression used against indivi-
duals who have disagreed with, say, Nixon
or McCarthy or the FBI." :

the Weather Underground. The sisters do
not know them, never have, and have stated
so, but are nonetheless serving time for
contempt of court for refusing to reveal
their whereabouts. In Vermont, the only
alleged menber of the Sam Melv111e group
who was still at large was busted by the
FBI. Patricia Swinton was a friend of Ms.
Alpert and they lived together for a time
when both were underground. But when Ms.
Swinton was arrested, her lawyer stated
that Ms. Swinton expected the FBI when she

Yet, I find no reference to any research
Ms, Burkhardt has conducted in her defense
of ",,.one lone, and probably lonely indi-
vidual..." I can only submit that her
letter was written in anger and without
much conscious thought to "...an unyeild-
ing committment to truth.," For the truth
is that when Ms. Alpert surrendered she
made no attempts to contact any real
people's media, but called only upon that
bourgeois capitalist's tool, the New York
Times, to air her torments. Thus the

Alcoholics

Thé reason I have written this article: . - .-

on alcphollcs,gl
bétter uhd

.to hopefully.g ve_you
ing: of the paif. g

-frustratlon that they go through, and also_;

the injustice they receive and what we; assy

concerned ‘human beings can do to help freeji

them’ from this injustice.

Q - Who becomes an alcohollc?

A - Anyone can become an alcoholic:
poor, rich, man; woman or child,

Q - How does a person put themselves in‘
a- p051t10n to become an alcoholic? - Sure he
drinks every day, maybe eveh.in the morning,
but .every morning he goes to work. It's
things like this that goes through an al-
coholic's mind and he can't understand why
his family, friends, etc. would think that
he is an alcoholic. As the months go by,
he begins to take afternoons off from work,

- months later he beglns to take all day off,

and finally he doesn't even bother going
to. work at all. He still won't be honest
with himself, even when his hands begins
to shake when he picks up a bottle of booze,
for an excuse he will say; "I must have the
grip, or something.'" After more months go
by, his hands shake so bad that he has a
hard time even getting the drink to his

Brothers and Sisters:

© - On the front page of the Manchester Unlon
Leader on the 7th of March I was very in-
bittered at .a graphic that showed a man,
his wife and their kids; the man was saying
"Sorry kids, I guess we won't eat tonight...
A convict got the job."

The way that the Manchester Union Leader
down grades a convict, a fellow man--you
would think Mr, Leob and his party would
rather see a convict be without a job and
see his wife and kids go without food or
warmth, ' The Union Leader has a thing
about trying to turn their readers against
men and women who have been in jail, re-
gardless of the reason, to instill in .the
readers mind that the man who has done time
is worthless and has no right to come on
the streets and try to do well, get a job,
support their family and show that they can

~ be usefull and decent people.

It .is newspapers such as the Uniop
Leader that set the rehabilitation programs
back year after year, with articles that
are the base for further degrading of the
EX offender.
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direct quotes from the only other source,
the New York Times, are entirely in line.

» Before Alpert's surrender, law enforce-
ment agencies have had to rely on their
old contacts (infiltrators, informers,
etc.,) to try to outwit revolutionaries.
But since her arrest, people all over the
left have been subjected to police harras-
sment and persecution (to wit: some sis-
ters in Connecticut are currently being
harrassed by a grand jury eager to get a
line on Saxe and Powers, two members of

Letters

heard Alpert was "cooperating fully." I°
am not saying that thesé acts are de-facto
proof of Alpert's cooperation with the FBI,
but I am saying it's possible.

But there is no need to go further.
There is only one person who can clear the
air in this matter and that is Jane Alpert
herself. If she reads this, or any . other
article concerning her conduct, she needs
only to write to any anti-imperialist paper.
Then again, why should she? If she has
truly sold out, talked.to the FBI, then
her censure by the left media is entirely
correct. ‘If she has not, her continued
silence is convicting her in the hearts and
minds of her conrades. The purpose of the
public censure by the City Star was not
only to condemn and criticize Alpert, but
was also a warning to anyone else that
cooperation with imperialist forces will
put our comrades' lives in danger. We face
enough peril without the aid of a rat in our
ranks.,

"~ Alpert said she was sucked into revolu-
tionary acts by the man she thought she
loved, but is now disillusioned. So, what?
She has a mind of her own. Surely she cou
could see that the US government is as
criminal in its actions as was Hitler's
government, Turnlng your back on a problem
does not make it go away. It only makes it
harder on the next person. Maybe Sam-
Melville was a little weird by today's
standards. But in those early days people
were confused by conflicts between what
they were taught about the US in school and '
what they learned to be the truth of Viet

- Nam, (Getting one's consciousness raised

does not mean hating men, but understanding
them., Just as the.task is for men to
understand women, not hate them.)

The real issue is this: did Jane
Alpert collaborate with the enemy or not?
She does not deny it.

Roger Boberg
NHSP

lips without spilling it-all over himself,
. Now he has reached the bottom, His clothes
*are always dirty and wrinkled, his wife and’
“.children have-left him, and he has mo.job.
The - friends he once had, now .shy: away
from him, as he is always asking for money
so that he can get a -drink that .he needs so
bad. He has gone almost as low as he can

- go. If he can't have a drink when he wakes,

he gets sick, his stomach will be in agony
from cramps, his head feels like it's com-
ing apart, and he gets the dry heaves, but
‘with a few drinks in him, he feels better,

People who krew him may say, "He sure
looks a lot older than his age, look .at all
the wrinkles around his eyes.'" Yes, just
look at his pitiful eyes when he looks at
you, They seem to plead, please someone
take mercy -and help me put-of this hell
that slowly snuck around me and tore me
apart,

The remarks: Oh! there goes that drunk
again, -the police arrested him for being
drunk again. Just this year alone, he has
been arrested five times. The first three
times the judge sentenced him to a program
that is supposed to help alcoholics, but
being forced into the program, the alcohol-

/Dt ar Lord:

A, // Pisase help the ~
Manchester Union Lesder
\\to uncerstand that
cor&ict'c have Kid's

A
’/
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.
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It costs the taxpayers of New Hampsh1re,
Yes you out there, you can thank Mr. Leob
and his Union Leader for the money that is
spent each year keeping men in prison, Mr.
Leob doesn't mind--he isn' 't even a citizen.
of N.H.! \
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ic did not see for himself that he has a
problem, he:could not admit he was an
alcoholic and therefore the program was"
no value“to him. Now the judge has sen--
tenced him to- (90) days in jail, and while
in jail, he sits there thinking of the day
he can get out so he can have another
drink. This will continue for as long as
he, the alcoholic livzgj/aﬁiéss new pro-
grams can be institutéd that would make the
alcoholic aware of his problems., .

~ It is a disease and should be treated
as such, When a person is arrested, in-
stead of giving him the choice of going to
jail or attend a program, place the indi-
vidual in a facility where he may receive
counseling, understanding and to discover
why he drinks. Jails may force the alco-
holic to stop his drinking, but only until
he is released. Attending a program does
not convince the drinker he is an alcoholic.
‘Placing the drinker in a home with people’
who are capable of determining the cause of
his drinking, then and probably only then,
there would be a possibility for a cure.
DON'T YOU, AS A TAXPAYER, THINK IT'S ABOUT
TIME TO INSTITUTE SUCH A PROGRAM?

In Unity
Henry J. Routhier

N 1 i . N.H. State Prison

Comrades,
I am presently being held captive in

“Amerika's foremost Kamp, Leavenworth, USP,

and I acquired a copy of your NEPA News,
which was one of the best publications I
have had the chance to read, dealing with
the real struggle that goes on from inside
and out of these Kamps.

Please send me all of your future works,
and do enroll me as a member of your asso-
ciation, Together in the Struggle.

David A, Staege

. ‘ .

. Are you concerned? -I hope so. I hope
that all concerned people will write and
protest the Union Leader's poison words.

It is way past -the: time for New
Hampshire citizens. to begin thinking for
themselves and voicing their views, as did
our  ancestors 200 years ago when they too
faced corrupt government and power hungry
men who sucked the life blood of the Colo-
n1es from afar.

_In Unity
- " Henry Routhier
N.H. State Prison
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NEPA:
I would like to offer my comments on the
brothers' essay in February's NEPA News un-
der Prisoners, America and the Revolution.
The essay is a fair expression of most of
our ideas with respect to ourselves and our
revolutionary obligations, with the precon-
dition that we have realized that there is
a revolution going on. While the essay at-

tempted to define, I feel like too much was

left undefined, too abstract, and garbled
in meaningless slogans, if considered in
the proper context--i.e., we are here at-
tempting to define something that we at-
tach our lives to and die for, or are
murdered for. We are attempting a definit-
ion for a road on the way to an end. The
first concrete consideration we must accept
is that we are the slate at the bottom of
the pit from which gravel is drawn to pave
This is the positien with
which we must first deal with an open mind.
There is no need for us to feel inferior
because of this particular position; it
can be said that we have been just a little
more prepared than the average worker, we
have had on more experience: we have been
forcefully and physically enslaved as
opposed to his economic bondage. However,
this boast of still further oppression,
or of being 'the most oppressed', 'is cer-
tainly not sufficient to justify a feeling
of superiority (class distinctions) over
our comrades in the unemployment lines who
may not have experienced mace, clubs, or
lonely nights in cages. To do so would be
to display what our so-called intelligen-
tsia term as false elitism, What we must
realize, however, is that we are at the
bottom of the pit and therefore have
necessarily éxperienced the harshest, or
ultimate expression of oppression, Be-
cause of this we will be the first among
the restless, militant masses to taste the
reactionary executions that will come when
the going gets.really heavy,

There have been questions raised of
what the "prisoner's role" is in the revol-
ution, and more, ‘there have been theories
that we might ultimately form some type .of
"'vanguard",
too confining, too narrow, if we are to

really think of ourselves within the context

of world revolution, Notwithstanding, on

those two points millions of hours have been -

expended in the isolation cells across the
nation as we discussed these two questions,
I feel that such broad discussion, with-
out careful preparation, tends to: 1. give
the new-born "political prisoner", as such,
wings before he has flown; and 2. deprives
him of grasping the fundamental principles’

Such theories and questions -are

Reply to Prisoners, America and Revolution

-of international strugale in that he "is:

required to think within the perimeters of
four granite walls.

Point one is expected. Most comrades .
are outraged at their condition and in-
stinctually grope for some form of protest
(which is reactionary). Since being a
""political prisoner" seems to be the thing
most.aggravating to the authorities he
will latch on, or assume, that role--and
foolishly so if he does not work hard every
day to eliminate the thing that has forced:
his cause, -or '"stance". This is important
because, whether consciously or not, once

any brother or sister proclaims themselves

as '"political prisoners" or "revolutionar-
ies", they are marked--the police do not
know that they are not serious, or do not
know why or what ‘they are saying; the po-
lice are very serious because they are
protecting and enforcing the interests of
the system that garnishes them with pet
favors and privileges for their good work.
Many of us, in learning, learned that
administrations with proclamatlons of
whom we are, It would be best to admonish
our.younger comrades not to broadcast or
"write the enemy a book", but rather, make
the administration expend a little of ..
their time and energies seeking out thef
source of all the new resistence,
Point two is most inportant. If we sit
down with a young comrade who asks us about
this elusive revolution that he has heard- _
about someplace,.and we tell him he is of
the "prisoner class™ and that he will un-
doubtedly be in the ranks of some '"vanguard"
we are, at the outset, imprisoning his mind--
he is not ready _to think in such terms. If
we teach in such constraining terms our new

‘ comrade will have to first break his head

out of the jail we put him in and then
graduate into the most basic idea of inter-
nationalism. Why should we give him yet
another obstacle to overcome?

Marx realized and forecasted ‘systems by
first getting to know them--digging to their
roots, He gave us a good. framework to build

. on, In a scant 127 years since he and En-

gels issued the Communist Manifesto, Marx's
analysis has caused two of the three super-
powers to follow his line of thought. Yet
we confine our brothers and sisters to

" their concrete cells with talk of ""prisoner

classes'" and projections of prlsonere as
such, forming a "vanguard".

If we learn, in the first 1n9tance, 1n
terms of internationalism, and we explore
with our new comrades our historical sit-
uation, then we must inevitable realize the

class character of our situation in that we
are of a class, but not a class--at most
our sub-class should be explored for what

“it is, rather than heaping a world-wide

movement upon its weary shoulders, There-
fore, we should always consider our par-
ticular situation only in relation to the
class most interested in revolution, i.e.,
the class of the working men, or proletar-
iat,.

As a starting point, then, we must re-.

~alize that we are simply prisoners; expro-

priated from the working class by government
sanction for our rebellious ways and noth-
ing more. If we integrate ourselves into
the revolutionary struggle there is no need
to define ourselves out of, or apart from,
the class from which we came. We remain a
part of that class. Our people are that
class. We are revolutionaries who are, for
the time being, located on the prison front.
Such a realization seems important because
with this attitude, when and if we are re-
leased from our dungeons-and come back
again for our political struggles on the
streets, then we will come back with an
attitude that we are performing one more
task--this time teaching those who have

not had such experience, At the same time,

~-we will have no trouble relating to the

.sisters, and brothers outside who are: work-
ing now for the same cause that we are
working for.

It is not likely that any "prisoner class"
will form-a 'vanguard" in the revolution
that we are a part of. This is not to .say,
however, that there are not some among us

that will be, or are in, the Vanguard.
George Jackson felt that prisoners were .
""resilient" and I tend to agree to the extent
that we must be either resilient or cows.
Our militant stance presupposes such rug-
gedness, But our brothers and sisters out-
side in those picket 1lines and marches are
just as rugged and resilient and we must
relate to them because they are the ones.
who have mastered the backbone of the'e-
conomy,: With their command of 1ndustry,
they are the ones we must assist in taking
back the power. Once we are in control of
the means of production those workers be—
coms. our: teachers.

Therefore, I feel that our "role" in
this revolution is no different than that’

of our people on the streets--our JOb how-

eji;,/ie\to realize this, -
In Peace and Struggle,v
James L, Potts .
Leavenworth Federal Prison :

NEPA:
Comrade-Brother Jaribu Imari Kamau
(slave James Earl Edwards) will be going
to trial April 4, 1975, on a spurious
charge of assaulting a prison guard. He
faces another 15 or 20 years if convic-
ted. Prison officials are determined to
see him convicted for such a charge which
they have framed him on, for he will be )
taken to a small town about 15 miles from
Florida State Prison called Starke. Starke
is known for its racist atmosphere and ’
anti-black climate; in short, racism is
blatant there. ’
Brother Jaribu is oneé of the Garment
Factory 14; as a result of the . distur-
bance in the Florida State Prison Gar-
ment Factory, which was instigated and
provoked by racist-anti-black prison
guards, he was ‘given 20 years imprisonment
in addition to the 10 year sentenee he
originally had. The Garment Factory
"slave revellion'" transpired in 1973, in
which 14 brothers were discriminatorily
and systematically singled out by the
fascist and racist prison administration
and charged with '"assaulting" prison guards.
Comrade Fahari (s/n Nathaniel Pressley),
who was also alleged to be a principal
participant in the '"'slave rebellion'" in the

‘Garment Factory, was given 30- years--and:

he had life already. Comrades Chaka
(s/n Willie C. Holley), Brown Eye (s/n
Harry Grays), and Jap (s/n Ernest McCloud)
made self-sacrifices to get this trumped
up charge dropped against the remaining
9 Brothers but were given 5 years apiece
in the process.

Brother Jaribu has been indicted as a
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consequence of prison officials' going ' case in which Brother Jaribu is goin% to censored, corfiscated and "lost".--Ed,
‘ ‘ , MARCH

‘racially inspired.

Letter from Starke, Florida

MYCONS(EN(B

into his cell on September 23, 1974, and
forcefully taking the eating utensils’
(metal) which he had held, among other
things, protesting the deplorability of

.conditions here at Florida State Prison.

Prison officials physically attacked him
and actually charged him with assaulting
them., Such charges should be dismissed,
for they ‘aré obviously discriminatory and
The charges placed
against Brother Jaribu can be viewed as an
attempt tO'repress the revolutionary strug-

‘gle we are waging here against oppression,

racism, exploitation, and repression. The
fascists want to make an example out of this

NEPA NEWS

-

trial on in an attempt to discourage other
Brothers in the future and to instill a
feeling of powerlessness in them, - Efforts
must be organized and unified in order to
prevent the capitalist fascists from win-
ning this case. The people must win. This
is a case in which the people versus the
capitalist establishment, as in thecases
of the Attica Brothers,; Atmore Brothers,
San Quentin 6 Ruchell Magee, and countless
others, :
Furthermore, let us look at the ‘conditions-
that. led to our mild, peaceful protest on

- September 23, 1974, at Florida State Prison;

we face dehumanizing conditions here. ' They
are intolerable enough to compel.any rat-
ional, normal human being to resort, after
all other remedies have been adequately
exhausted, .to aggressive measures, After
all, oppression and repression only breed
violence and resistance on the part of the
oppressed elements; brutality, moreover,
breeds brutality. Our resistance in the
walls of Amerikkka's Koncentration Kamps
is nothing more or less than a response to
social oppression, to physical and psychol-
ogical deprivation. People have a human
right to resist slavery and oppression., It
is a natural instinct for a man/woman .or
child to want to be treated as a human
being. The following shows what I mean.
Brother kwa detailed in his letter the
abominable conditions at Starke. There
i8 no hospital, only a clinic called by
cons the "death-parlor". The food is,
as- in most prisons, insufficient in
quantity. and quality. The whole prison
process from entry to departure is de-
signed, step by step, for the dehumaniz-
ation of the convict. The prisoners
receive no pay for their work. Mail,
incoming and outgoing, is rejected,




ESUNDAY: 9:00-11:00am State Caucuses

| which recognizes the human and civil rights of .all prisoners.

A

| ship, visitation, and medical and educational facilities;

Schedule -

Reglstrat1on Thursday night, Frlday morn-

ing. tion fee plus a § donation.

FRIDAY: 9am-12 noon, introductory session; [ 11 plan to stay at a hotel/motel.
debate and discussion on the value of [ ] Please arrange free housing at a home.
alternatives. : ' )
1:30-3:30 Workshops NAME

“Prisoner Con ference

[ 11 am coming; here is my $3.00 registra-

rd

4:00-5:00 Summary of workshops; meeting.

‘Night-Party; place to be announced. ADDRESS
SATURDAY: 9:00am-9:45 am General presenta-
tion. PHONE

10:30-12:30 Workshops

1:30-3:30 Workshops

4:00-5:30 Summarry of workshops.

Night: Presentation by National Campaign
Against Prisons (Regional Meeting).
:SATURDAY AFTERNOON:

I plan to ‘arrive [ ] Thursday nlght, [1]
Friday morning; [ ] Later.

S AREMNL - MAENai__Ii_a

Please check off your first two preferred
workshops in each session. This does not

1:00-2:00 Summary of Caucuses

2:00-4:00 Closing session: what can.we

4 do in the future based on what we have
learned.

NEW ENGLAND PEISONERS ASSOCTATION STATEMENT. OF PURPOSE; PHILOSOPHY, HISTORY OBJECTIVES

On April 15, 1973, the New England Prisoners Association~was formed as a result of
the first New England Prisoners Conference held at Franconia Cellege, Franconia, N.H.
The New England Prisoners Association is a coalition of prisoner support and prison
reform groups as well as a mass membership organization throughout the six New Eng-
land states. These groups and persons, though diverse in resources and emphasis, are
are unified around discovering positive solutions to the problems that today's prisons

resent.
P Prisons were originally conceived as a progre531ve response to 1nhumane treatment,
Hut to date their hallmark has been one of failure and human destruct1on. This fail-
ture has been costly in terms of human waste and sacrifice, the loss, of resources to -
society and at a great expense to the individual taxpayer.

We recognize the fact that prisons in our society are a by-product of and. dlrectly
related to poverty, racism, unemployment and the other ills of our society. - The pro-
grams of the New England Prisoners Association and its affiliates deal primarily
with the injustices existing in the criminal justice system.. We realize, however,
that the problems of prisons cannot be resolved unless they are seen as part of a
1arger movement for social change.

Prisons must be phased out as they are not beneficial to an ega11tarlan society

to plan for the best .use of space.

In line with this philosophy the New England Prisoners Assoc1at10n addresses 1t-
selfto the following areas: . .

1) to work for the abolition of prisons and the prison system;

2) to promote and assist ex-prisoner organizations and to coordlnate communlcatlons
_among these groups; : :
3) to support prisoners'in their constitutional rights to organize collectlvely,
4) to develop educational programs about: why prisons exist,: hew they work-and- what
their actual results:are through the NEPA NEWS, speakers bureau, workshops and 11t—
erature;

5). to examine existing prlson condltlons to determine proper action necessary to -
alleviate injustices inflicted on prisoners, especially regarding transfers censor-

6) to attack the increasingly widespread use on prlsoners "of cértain psychologl-
cal and medical approaches 1nc1ud1ng, but not limited to, behav1or modlflcatlon,»
chemo-therapy and psycho-surgery;

7) to organize -and a551st families and frlends of prisoners;

prisoners;. - - , , -

9) to develop quallty legal assistance to prisoners; SR PEEAR
10) to develop and promote legislation consistent with our phllosophy,

. 11) to explore and develop. existing and possible community alternatives to prison;
12) to develop financial assistance to NEPA and its various afflllates;, T
13) to issue news releases hold press conferences and develop contacts with}the*

press and media, : ) .

NEPA NEWS is published monthly by the New England Prisoners Association and the
Center for Community Service at Franconia College, Franconia, N.H., Our address is
NEPA NEWS, Franconia, N.H. 03580; phone 603-823-8501 ext. 5:0r Os. - ‘

NEPA NEWS. ADVISORY BOARD: John Boone, Director, National’ Campalgn Agalnst Prlsons.‘
Kathryn Watterson Burkhardt, Author. Alvin Bronstein, Director, National Prisen g
Project., Nat Hentoff, Author, John Irwin, Ex-prisoner; Author; Sociology, San Fran-
cisco State College. Jessica Mitford, Author; Tom Murton, Criminal Justice, U, Minme- -
sota. William Ryan, Psychology, Boston College. "Herman Schwartz, Law and Jurispru-
dence, SUNY, Buffalo. Max Stern, Attorney. Jonathan Weisbuch, Medical: Dlrector,
Mass, Department of Correction. - -

PRINTER: North Country Printers, Bradford, Vt.

We are not responsible for unsolicited manuscripts, though we welcome the submls— S
sion of any prlntable material, We appreciate it if-copy is double-spaced.‘ '

" Articles in NEPA NEWS do not necessarily reflect the policies of NEPA, Because

NEPA recognizes the need for debate and discussion of goals, strategles and ‘tactics,
material may be printed for that purpose,
EDITORIAL BOARD: Gene Mason, Monty Neill, Ron Sturrup
STAFF--INSIDE: Ray Blais, ACI, Cranston, R.I.; Jaan Laaman, NHSP, Concord, N H.;
Norman Porter, MCI-Norfolk, Mass,

".STAFF--OUTSIDE: Bob Bishop, Jim Black, Pete Crook Shannon Custer, Trish DiPaula,
Billy Farmer, Fred Findling ex officio, Craig Goodman, Dwight 6reene, Judy Hladik,
| Beth Kamnan, Tim Kiley, Shelley Killen, Richard McBrien, Bob Meyers, Shelley. Cooper

8) to.develop ‘means of transportatlon ‘and communlcatlon to ‘familieés ‘and frlends of ©°f

commit you to the workshop, but enables us

Neill, Donna Parker, Debby Snyder

MARCH'V NEPA NEWS

Wbrkshops |

RIDAY
Pre-trial Action,

F
i
[ 1 NEPA NEWS and the Role of the Press.

[ ] Decriminalization of the Law.

[ ] Community Control of Crime. v

[ ] Community Corrections in Vermont,

S

Alternative Concept: Women Imprisoned.
Should We Abolish Parole?

Alternative Sentences.

Architecture of Community Correctioms,
Community Based Correction Center.,

]

]

1

]

]

]
ATURDAY - MORNING

1

]

1

]

]

] Alternative Master Plan: Goals,

[
[
[.
[
[
[

SATURDAY AFTERNOON
] How to Do a Bail Project.
] Parole as a Viable Alternative,
] Probation,
1 Alternative Juvenile Programs.
1 Alternative Master Plan: Strategy.
1 Education and Work Release Program,
]

L
[
[
[
[
r
[

Art in Pr1son.

Alternative Uses of the Correctlons Budget.
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Narc Busted (Cont)

night with him. She refused and two weeks

latetr was busted for selling dope to him.
Late in March, Mr. Gensburg announced

that Lawrence was indicted on six more

- charges relating to his outstanding bust

record. He was charged on March 14 with

2 counts of perjury--once in a disposition’
and once during his first trial; 2 counts
of larceny under false pretenses--involving
his misuse of police funds; and 2 counts

of giving false reports-to the police. His
trial is expected to start soon. Gensburg
also announced that several cases that did
not involve convictions were dismissed and
that no one who was convicted has been
pardoned--yet. It was also learned that
two civil suits have been filed against
Lawrence,

( Imfﬁ/;/;;isoner without funds.
send me NEPA NEWS, )

) Please
n .

) I am a prisoner., Here is my subscrip-
o

)

)

tion in the amount of $

(

¢

¢

s - -~ to support the contlnued
publication of NEPA: NEWS.

( ) ADDRESS CHANGE. I am moving to a new
address.. Please mail future copies of
NEPA NEWS to me .at-the above. address.
( ) $10 Institutional Subscription

MEMBERSHIP

) I am a con. Enroll me as a member of
he New England Prisoners Association.

) I am on the outside, Enroll me as a
ember of NEPA., I enclose $i for a sub-
cription to NEPA NEWS and for a copy of
he N.E. Prisoners Resource Manual,

) I am on the outside, have no funds,
ut please enroll me in NEPA.

AME:

$3.00 regular subscription,
Here is my donation in the amount of

g ~c ~

Z20 ~cd h

>
=)
=]
&
[V2)
72}

Mail to NEPA NEWS,. Franconia, N.H. 03580

ADDRESS CHANGE ,

If you have moved or are moving,
please put.your old address pelow, your
new address above.

OLD ADDRESS:
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 ALTERNATIVES

10

ARTIST CRED T JERRY WILLIAMS

1, INCARCERATION

A CONFERENCE JOINTLY SPONSORED by,

The NEW ENGLAND PRISONERS ASSOCIATION

)
|} -
;

) -
»

and :

For

"~ The FRANCONIA COLLEGE CENTER

COMMUNITY SERVICE

FRIDAY

Pre-Trial Action.
Alternative Uses of the Corrections Budget.
NEPA NEWS and the Role of the Press.
*  Decriminalization of the Law. ‘
Community Control of Crime.
* Community Corrections in Vermont.

For Further Informafion, Please Write or Call

SATURDAY MORNING

Alterriative Concept: Women Imprisoned.

Should We Abolish Parole ?

Alternative Sentences.
Architecture of Community Corrections.

Community-Based Correction Center.
Alternative Master Plan: Goals.

NEPA,

Frcnconla College
Franconia,

WORK SHOPS APRIL 25,26,27

SATURDAY AFTERNOON

How to Do a Bail Project.

Parole as a Viable Alternative.
Probation.
Alternative Juvenile Programs.
Alternative Master Plan: Strategy.
Education and Work-Release Program.

New Hcmpshlre 03580
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