by Monty Grlfflth—Malr ]
CONCORD N.H. March: 7V8¥8

A two-day session on the "New;'em

Hampshire Corrections System——
Current Conditions and Proposals
for Change" was held by the N.H.
Advisory Committee of the U.S.
Commission on Civil Rights, at
the Federal Courthouse here.

But the civil rights committee

was prevented from holding inter-

views with at least 24 prisoners
from the N.H. State Prison by or-
der of Governor Meldrim Thomson.
According to Sylvia Chaplin, ch-
airperson of the committee, "an
1mpasse has been reached in neg-

;_eotlatlonskW1th Gov.\

VoLILNo.3

The V01ce of The New England PI’ISOI]CI’S Assoc1at1on
Prlsoners, EX-PI'lSOIleI‘S & Supporters

omson on the Committee's ‘ability

“.to interview inmates." In fact,"

Thomson had no intention of ‘ever

allowing prisoners from the NHSP

access to the committee hearing.
NEPA & N.H. Legal Assistance
promptly filed suit against Th-

-omson and Warden Joseph Vitek.
- The suit asks that the prisoners

be allowed access to the commit-
tee 1nqu1ry Adjourning the two-
day session, the committee said it
would reconvene the hearing when
it became possible to interview
prisoners who had requested to
be heard before the committee.
Assembling in Conference'ROom

Meidrim Th-

304, thé“fifst4day9of testimony
began with Roger Crowley, Execu--

" tive Director, N.H. Crime Commi-

ssion. He was asked to speak ab-
out the role of the Law Enforc-
ment Assistance Administration
(LEAA) funding of the N.H. Crime
Commission's activities. Crowley
threw little light on .the matter.
Crowley was asked why LEAA denied
funding for an Inmate Legal Ass-
istance Program at the NHSP. He
repliéd, "We don't have the funds
right now." Crowley denied there ~
was anything "political" behind
the Crime Commission's refusal.

(cont. on pg. 14)

Waiting on the Out81de

by Shelley Cooper Neill R

(This is the first of a series of -

articles that will explore the ex-
periences of family and friends
who are waiting on the outside--
ed.) '

The two women interviewed for
this first of three articles

" have chosen to remain annonymous
in that they feel those men on
the inside for whom they: ‘are
waiting might suffer retaliation
(specifically parole denial) be-
cause of -the.statements they have
made. For clarification purposes
they will be identified here as:
Lisa and Susan.

How do you feel about having to
go through a prison to see some-
one whom you care about?

Susan: Véry frustrated. It's
always in your mind that they
could be killed and where are.
you? You could be having supper,
you could be at work, and. here
are people who you love and

eare about that anything could

~be happening to. My man's been

beaten on before:. It happens a
lot. ILisa and I have talked -
about this a lot.

Lisa: It's one of the main -

. things I think about. What's

happening to him when you're not
there. What are they doing to
him now. He once was shipped out
halfway across the country.

They didn't notify you that he
was being "transferred"?

Lisa: Oh no.
(cont. on pg. 3)
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1{ ) $2.50, onhe year sub

:( ) $5.00, one year for you and

1 one con :

1( ) $7.50, one year for you and

| two cons

:( ) $10.00, one year for you and:
| three cons RS
I( ) I am a prisoner. Please send
| me free copies. :

:( ) $10.00 Institutional Rate
}lWe have little money. Any contri-
lautlon is greatly appreciated.
ENAME

| ADDRESS

NEPA NEWS
Franconia, N.H. 03580
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|

| L
] Mail to:
i

|

i I hereby authorize the New Eng-|

resent me in regards to discover-
ing if I am one of the persons
listed as a '"dangerous special
offender" in the report of Socio-
Technical Systems. ‘

NAME

ADDRESS

If you are interested, clip the

l .

I () I am a con. Enroll me as a
: Member of NEPA.
i ( ) I am on the 'outside'. En-
| roll me as a mamber of NEPA. I
: enclose $4 for a subscription to.
i NEPA NEWS and a copy of the N.E
| Prisoner Resource Manual.

I ( ) Iam an 'outsider*, have n.:
: money, but would like to enroll
in NEPA. .
| . :

| NAME

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

ADDRESS -

Mail to NEPA NEWS at above address{

You will note a lack of ma-
terial from Conmnecticut this
issue. The reasons are twofold:
1) the limited number of strong
outside support groups and 2)
the fact that we can not get
papers and some correspondence
into Somers and Enfield. We ha-
ve taken action to file a law
suit in order to eliminate this
‘censoprship in Connecticut.’

Gay sisters on the outside have
expressed interest in writing tc
gay sisters on the inside,either
as helping hands, or just to
correspond.  “Those interested,
write, Gay Sisters %S.C. Nelll
Women's Ed., NEPA News, Fran-
conia College, Franconia, N.H.
and they will be forwarded.

A GIFT FROM IMPERIALISM

A study recently concluded by‘the

National Coalition Against Prisons
reévealed that 20%

of - Vletnam Era Veterans.

land Prisoners Association to”rep--'

,
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% of the population
of Massachusetts prisons now made up

NEW ENGLAND PRISONERS ASSOCIATION STATEMENT OF PURPOSE, PHILOSOPHY, HISTORY AND OBJECTIVES

On April.15, 1973, the New England Prisoners Association was formed as. a result of the first
annual New England Prlsoners Conference held at Franconia College, Franconia, N.H. The New Eng-
land Prisoners Association is a coalition of prisoner support and prison reform groups as well
as a mass membership organization throughout the six New England states. These groups and per-
sons, though diverse in resources and emphasis, are unified around discovering
positive solutlons to the problems that today's prisons present.

‘Prisons were originally conceived as a progressive response to inhumane treatment, but to
date their hallmark has been one of failupe and human destruction. This failure has been costly
in terms of human waste and sacrifice, the loss of resources to society and at a great expense to
the individual taxpayer.

We recognize the fact that prisons in our society are a by product of and directly related
to poverty, rac1sm unemployment and  the other ills of our soc1ety The progams of the New Eng-

land Prisoners Association and its affiliates deal prlmarlly with the injustices existing in the
criminal justice system. We realize, however, that the problems of prisons-cannot be resolved
unless they are seen as part of a larger movement for massive social change.

Prisons must be phased out as they are not beneficial to an egalitarian society which recog-
nizes.the human and civil rights of all prisoners..

In line with this philosophy the New England Prlsoners Association addresses itself to the
following areas:

1) to work for the abolition of prisons and the prison system;

2) to promote and assist ex-prisoner organizations and to coordinate communications among
these groups;

3) to support prisoners in their constltutlonal rights to organize collectlvely,

4) to develop educational programs about why prisons exist, how they work and what their ac-
tual results are through the NEPA NEWS, . speakers bureau, workshops and literature;

5) to examine existing prison conditions to determine proper action necessary to alleviate

injustices inflicted on prisoners, espec1ally regarding transfers, censorship, visitation, and
medical and educational facilities;
6):to. attack the increasingly widespread use on prisoners of certain psychological and :med-
dical approaches including, but not limited to, behavior modification, chemo-therapy and psycho-
surgery,
.. 7) to organize and assist the famllles and friends of prisoners;
_8) to provide means of transportatlon and communication to families and friends of prisoners;
-9) to develop quality legal assistance for prisoners;
10) to develop and promote legislation consistent with our philosophy:
11) to explore and develop existing and possible community alternatives to prison;
12) to develop financial assistance to NEPA and its various affiliates;
13) to issue news releases, hold press. conferences and develop contacts with the press and
media., ) :

NEPA NEWS is published monthly by the New England Prisoners Association and the Community Services
Center at Franconia College. Our address is NEPA NEWS, Franconia, N.H. 03580.

NEPA NEWS ADVISORY BOARD: John Boone, Professor, Boston University Law School; Director, National
Coalition for Correctional Change. Kathryn Watterson Burkhardt, author. Alvin Bronstein, Director,
National Prison Project. Nat Hentoff, author. John Irwin; ex-prisoner, Sociology, San Francisco State
College. Jessica Mitford, author. Tom Murton, Professor, Criminal Justice Studies, University of
Minnesota. William Ryan, Psychology, Boston College. Herman Schwartz, Law and Jurisprudence, S.U.N.Y.
Buffalo. Max Stern, Attorney. Jonathan Weisbuck, Community Medicine, Boston University Med. School.

EDITORIAL BOARD: Gene Mason, Peter Llnebaugh Monty Neill

MANAGING EDITOR: Monty Neill

STATE EDITORS: Connecticut, Debby Study, Malne, Mike Pilgrim; Massachusetts, Donna Parker and Paul
Stunzi and Norman Porter; New Hampshire, Jaan Laaman «and Sally Schofleld Rhode Island, K1m Kllne ‘and
Ray Blals Vermonm Dave Teuteberg. ;

ASSOCIATE- EDITORS: Clrculatlon Rlck McBrlen, Educatlon, Nancy . Rose
Juvenlle, Marty Fisher; Legal, Fred Findiing; ?hotographers, ‘Kora Berger, Delights

N Poetry, Peter Bertolette; Roving Reporters, John Fried, Chandra Gourdine & Monty'Grlfflth Mair, ‘Women' s,

Viktoria Crow & Shelley Cooper Neill; General Big Help, Susan Russell. —
" - PRINTER: North Country Printers, Bradford, Vermont.
) We are not responsible for unsolicited manuscrlpts, though we welcome the submission of any printa-
ble material. = We appreciate it if manuscripts are double-spaced. )
Articles in NEPA NEWS do not necessarily reflect the policies of NEPA. Because NEPA recognizes the
need for debate and discussion of goals, strategy and tactics, material in NEPA NEWS may be printed
for that purpose.
MEMBER: Liberation News Service

We have a new Graphics
Editor at NEPA NEWS, (Kathy
Teuteberg) She welcomes all
drawings, sketches etc...
from all interested parties
throughout New England. Your
support is appreciated as this
is an integral part of NEPA
News.

CORRECTIONS

We blew it several times last
issue:. The painting on page 6 is
by Mr. Williams of Windsor Prison,
Vt. The photo on page 18 of Alger
Hiss and on page 19 of Ralph Aber-
nathy are both by Bill Morey.
The photo on P. 22 was of Martln
Sostre.

RESOURCE MANUAL

NEPA NEWS is compiling a N.E.
Prisoners Resource Manual. ' If
you represent a group that we have
not contacted, please write to
Shelley Cooper Neill, NEPA NEWS,
with information about your org-
anization. Each person on the
outside who Jjoins NEPA will, if
they pay the S4 enrollment fee,
receive a copy. It should be
compiled by late April or early
May and will be sold for $1.50.

"3,000 YEARS AND LIFE"

presented by -
‘ Our next issue will not come out

NEW ENGLAND PRISONERS' ASSOCIATION till the first week of May and will
with ‘be a special, doyble issue. As fea-
tures of the supplement will be 12
Hogarth prints with text on the his-
torical origins of crime in England,
and several pages of old prints and
v engravings of prisons.and prisoners.
1974 We also will have a special article-
.on.the work-process in prisons today.

panel and discussions
Public Library auditorium
405 Pine - St.
Manchester, N.H.

April 10,

7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

NEPA NEWS
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Waiting on the Outside.

Lisa, can you tell me something

How did you find out?

information you have?

Lisa: I can only speak for the
women I know in New Hampshire.
Quite a few are getting to know
more and more. Much more so
than a few years ago.

Would you like to be involved in
a situation where you could help?

Lisa and Susan: Oh yes definite-

ly. .
- March

respect. Instead it's making
them conform. It's imaking them
act Llike everyone else. I see

‘that as the whole systems' thing.

They want people to stay in their
place, making money for the state
so that the heads of state can
menipulate them. The prison ad-
ministration i8 a part of that

" system. They work together hand
and hand to create that. The

only people who get to be 'trus-
tees’, those referred to in Loeb's
paper as "good reformed people”,

are those people who, if the ad-

' NEPA- NEWS

ministration told them to jump
out a window, they'd: jump.

Lisa: They're imbeding fear in
these people by saying:
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7 You-de not-know-me; ~Therefore, - -~ -

by Howard A. Lund, MSP, Thomaston
The future belongs to those,
like yourself, and: August(Gus)
.Heald, who are fighting the very
existence of prisons! with every
legitimate means at your dispos-
all Both of you well know, that
every jail and prison in this
country is a torture chamber be-
cause of the sick techniques used
to institute and maintain repres-
sion. A penthouse at the Waldorf-
Astoria would be just as much a
Dante's Inferno as any prison, if
the occupants had to observe the
daily, "routine" sacrifices, most
prisoners are forced to patient-
ly endure, in a psychological at-
mosphere continually changing
dimension, intensity,and charac-

I should point out to you, that
prior to being railroaded through
a kangaroo court on a phony mur-
der charge, I'attended three dif-
ferent universities for six and

a half years and lived in five
different countries in Europe

for eight years. I -am placing
these facts before you to quali-
fy my statement that I would be .
very ashamed to be caught in
casual conversation on. the stre-
et with the ilk:of Gov. Meldrim
Thomson, Prof. William Curran,
Maine Staté Senator (R) Walter
‘Hichens, Maine State Rep. (R)
Rosswell Dyer, and Vermont State
Senator (R) Fred Westfall. I
hope they feel the same.

These are ignorant mén;_trying__‘ff'

to resolve an area of legitimate
public anguish, by implementing

~their ignorance with advanced .

‘technology, plus pseudo-scienti-

~ fic jargon invented and peddled
. by Socio-Technical Systems, Inc., '

Boston, Mass.-' Furthermore, in

view of the remarks Senator Hich- -
‘ens has made about Augustus Heald,
remarks published in NEPA NEWS,

" my four years of acquaintance and. - -

association with Heald obliges me
to point out that Sen. Hichens
~is not only an ignoramus but a
liar as well, and should be pro-
perly blamed for both failings
because of his position in the
body politic. - ' v
During September, 1973, I was

.asked to take on the burden of e

editing THE COASTLINE by the pre-
ceding editor. Gus Heald was my
assistant editor. Even though I
was well acquainted with him, T
found it is indeed a rare plea-
ure to work with him in matters
as critical and supersensitive as
those a prison newspaper is con-
cernied with from day to day. Not

.only is Heald a walking, talking,

pipe-smoking historybook: of in--
stant recall regarding Maine Sta-
te Prison, but a legal library
of formidable talents. Also, I
found that, once having committed
his loyalty, it is unwavering in
tough prison cross-currents.

What the Prof. Currans and
Gov. Thomsons of this country
are confessedly ignorant of is
the basic fact that I, or Augus- |
tus Heald, or any other prisoner
in the United States of America,
has a constitutional. legal and

- moral obligation to be dangerous

Page U

“T'm only bleedin’ Ma’

to anyone who threatens our life,
our freedom (without due process)
our family or our friends. Con- .-

: séquently,Athe need arising from

the natural scheme of things for
men to be dangerous stretches all
the way back to the first homo-
erectus devised by the evolution-
ary process over three million
years ago. Nor does the need I

- now speak of create danger becau-

‘se of the mythical syndrome in-
vented by the intellectual dwarfs
Curran and Socio-Technical Sys==z
‘tems. Men in prison are danger-
ous because they are threatened
with sophisticated forms of ex-
tinction in the hands of simple-
minded wage earners who claim
they .are "only doing their duty"
or "just following- orders" as

3

_five or six of them are wrest- =~

ling you to the floor to stick
a needle in your arm or ass. -

/
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Words on systematically fal-
sified records do not alter or
justify the deeds which, in point
of fact, are crimes committed in
the names of "rehabilitation,"
"therapy," or "Behavior Modifi-
cation." Prisoners determine
their responses according to the
legitimacy of what is about to be
done to them, or is being done
to them. The only way prisoners
can see these so-called records
is by storming the offices where
they are kept. If professor Cur-
ran is seriously proposing that
falsified records are an adequate
basis in reality upon which he
may invent the "scientific" syn-
drome-category '"special offender:
exhibiting excessively aggressive,
assaultive, volative, acting-out
behavior, etc.", he ought to be
laughed out of the scientific
community as a quack and Harvard
U. as a fascist Dr. Strangelove.
I can understand that he would

NEPA NEWS
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.want. to rip off LEAA for $189,000,
but that he would foul his reput-
ation as a Harvard professor is
an act of desperation only psycho
analysis could benefit from un-
raveling. - Furthermore, to blith-
ely assume, for the purposes of
‘a $189,000 "scientific report",
that the underpaid, undereducated
clowns who generate prison re-
cords are "objective data gath-

erers" is just as insulting to my
intelligence as describing two
dogs fighting over a bone as ani-
mal lovers.
In the only edition of THE
COASTLINE I was able to publish
‘as the editor, the Oct. 73 issue,
I wrote an editorial entitled
- "Psychotechndlogy (Orwellian Lo-
gic)" and printed a document’ put
out by the Federal Prisoners Co-
alition at Marion, Illinois, en-
titling it "Killing Us Softly."
Both articles described the cun-
ningly calibrated steps of behav-
ior modification annhilation.
" Since then, I have been fired
from the editorship by the warden,
“Garrell S, Mullaney, written up
on disciplinary reports eight”
times, denied furlough twice on
the strength of suspicion of es-
cape dating from Dec. 71, locked
in a’'cell about fifty days, vie-
‘lously harassed while out of lock-
up, continually lied to by a cli- -
que of guards and staff, and told

‘—~while in lock-up, by a comn, that

I'm crazy and he's smarter than I

~am because he's not locked in a
/ e o

ters which could havevblossomed
-into critical matters because I
‘was locked up.: How the sharks do
- swarm when they smell blood.

At any rate, those eight lock-
ups would definitely qualify me
as one of Prof. Curran's special -
offenders, if I had gotten them
while he was gathering his data,
and if he had decided to strike .
MSP for a record check. Prof.
Curran assures me, in the summary
of his findings, that this is a
respectable scientific methodolo-
gy and therefore ex-editor How-
ard Lund, suddenly become spec—
ial offender, has no cause for a-

"larm. Or, to use Prof. Curran's
choice expression: "I hope no one
would jump in and, you know, have
an .erection complex," if this
special offender syndrome were u-
- sed as a diagnostic basis for
whittling on my brain. 0, ex-
cuse me , Prof. Curran, I forgot:
you specifically stated to the
press that you have no respon-
sibility for phase II. There-
fore, by logical extension, I sho-
uld place the full blame on the
guy who uses the knife and ig-
nore his protests that he is only
implementing a "scientific diag-
nosis" of "special offender."
So, there really isn't anybody
to blame or criticize, and any- -
way, just think (and it's now be-
cause later may be never) after
that small, inconsequential part
of your brain is gone, you won't
‘even notice it. Honest! o

Well, in any case, Professor

March




Mullaneys

~Well here it is Saturday, and
1ts been 63 days since I've. seen
the yard. I was in Segregation for
61 days on what is called an Admin-

istrative Hold. Then I was moved to

a cell and locked in on the same
hold. I've asked what the punish-
ment is for and have been told that
there isn't any.

Well, while in Segregation I
‘got all of 15 minutes to exercise,

which was about 10 or 12. You see

the guards here run Segregation
the way they want. I had no other
priviledges except for the last 2
days, which was two and one half
hours extra of radio and lights.
The food was terrible. It came in
small duantities, cold, and never
did we have the variety that you
have in the mess hall. The haras-
sment was plentiful with a lot of
‘name-calling. I got two showers

a week with clean cloths. - My per-
'sonal hygiene is A-1 and during
these 61 days it suffered tremen-
dously. I requested to get out
but my requests were ignored. I
asked so many. questions that they
hated to come around.  I. got:two .
answers:.1l).you won't get out:; and
2) I was refused furlough to the’
yard so as to get some fresh air-
and to get some. good exercise.

I'm in my cell now, as. I said,
under the same hold.- And as-usu-.
al I can get no answers.: -l 'don't
know how much longer I'll be here
but I expect for a while.  When I
ask "when', they just stand there
dumb-founded.

.I.get.no. VlSltS from the str—}.

 eets and, theyirefuse to let my fr--

1ends in here to. wvisit . me: Infact,-

the only ones who -are supposed .
to rap with me are the 'members
of the Inmates Advisory Council.

~This place is unbelievable.
The cops all think they're -some~

‘one who should be: praised. - . They *

love to harass inmates and even
come: to.work drinking.. BOOZE.

Wllllam Curran may be 1gnorant of

valid scientific methodology and -

reasoning; he may be a quack in
his chose profession of medicine;
he may be a disgrace to his pro-
fessorship at Harvard U. for for--
‘ging another shameful instrument
of destruction based on the old
formula, a whimper at a time till
death do us part; but by God ol'
Bill Curran, you are one helluva
businessman and con artist. E-
very prisoner in the good ol'
USA can admire the undeniable fa-
ct that you sold three volumes of
worthless trash to the LEAA for
$189,000!

"It's all right Ma, I'm only
bleedlng "

Therefore I welcome NEPA NEWS
into the ranks of those who are
unalterably opposed to the prac-
tice of psychotechnology in the
currently existing prison setting.
Your January 74 issue (Vol II, #1)
blasted hell out of the bastards.
‘And even though I am still bleed-
ing you gave me support and sol-
ace. I need people like you.
Right on!

March

that is. They llke to strong—
arm the inmates too.

The WARDEN and his JR. STATE
TROOPERS are- another thing. They
use the ocutside programs to man-
ipulate inmates. The slightest
sign of -outspokenness is a no-no.
That is, if you plan on a fur-
lough or any of the programs.
When they see that they can't rule
your mind they pass the word and
you're doomed if you're not str-
ong or:masochistie. ~ They try to .
brain-wash you-and torture your
mind in many ways. You can bet
I won't get any goodles after

‘they read this.

We inmates try to cooperate,
but they refuse. They give us
anything and they got 100 ways to
take it away. They are all incom—
petent fools.-

I thought that they had rules

-they have to follow, but I guess
~not, for they do- just what they

want, RIGHT or WRONG. - You get
written-up for just about any-
thing. = They are/good'with3pen—,
cils, :

Well, this is. just ‘part of 5
Mullaney s Torture Camp. I could
go -on and on, but I must go.

| IN THE STRUGGLE =~ -
. Charles E. Emery
‘QiMAINE STATE PRISON o

Thomson
Attempts to
Cripple

Legal Aid

During this past week Governor
Thomson announced that he was re-
questing. ACTION-VISTA to remove the
eleven VISTA volunteers from N.H.
Legal Assistance by March 25, and
to refuse to authorize any future
VISTA volunteers to work with N.H
Legal Assistance.

At present almost half of N.H.
Legal Assistance legal and para-
legal staff are VISTA volunteers.
There are three VISTA attorneys and
cight VISTA paralegals. These 11
VISTA volunteers have been local-
ly recruited and receive approx-
imately $55.00 salary per week.

Any readers who wish to record
their objections to these dismis-
sals may writhe to the Governor to
request him to change his mind.

Also one may contact Ms. Ninette

Jones;’Regional Director, ACTION,
McCormack, Federal Building, Bos-
ton Mass., and George Cordova, Esq.

General Counsel, ACTION, 806 Con-
necticut Ave., N.W., Washington,

D.C.

Vi g11 for Prisoners

NEPA Director Phil Shaw has organ-
ized a special event for prisoners
and their families on Good Friday,
April 12. The plan is as follows:
At 12:00 noon on Good Friday NEPA
members and other prisoner suppor-
ters will assemble at one of the

Catholic Churches in Portland, Me.

'They will stand in silent vigil

for a short time; then they will
march to The Chancellory, the of-
fice of Portland's Catholic. Bis-
hop, Peter Gerety, about two miles
away. - There they will ask the Bi-
shop to pledge to the prisoners

in Maine and to their femilies the
collections from Catholic Churches
on Easter Sunday.

We believe it is time for all -

religious people to stand up and
NEPA NEWS

be counted on the issues.of pris-
ons. After all, Christ himself
was a convict and the cbject of
state exploitation. We encourage
NEPA members and prisoner suppor-
ters throughout New England to or-
ganize similar events at the Sta-
te Chancellery in their own com-
munities for those held captive

in their states. Cardinal Madeir-
os of Boston has stated that "pri-

sons must be abolished as we know

them." Similar sentiments have
been expressed by the Priest's
Senate and various senates of Sis-
ter Communities. It can't happen
unless you make it happen.

(Fof more information, con-
tact Phil Shaw, NEPA, White BEridge
Rd., South Windham, Maine.)
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At the recent Jan. 29, 1974
M.S8.P./I.A.C. elections all five
seats and the secretary's posit-
ions were filled by SCAR members.
They are: Gus Heald, chairman,
Tim Flaherty, Richard Picariello,
Joe McDonald, Reginald Berube, and
Michael Niemszyk, secretary.

The following improvements

-have been or soon will be enacted

as a result of the councils first

meeting with the Warden:

1) Removal of the tables from the

visiting room to make for more in-
formal visiting.

2) Outgoing mail can be sealed

3) Fewer restrictions in the med-

ia Review Committee

4) More late T.V. and viewing pri-

viledges

5) Permission for inmates to re-
ceive more personal clothing
6) Furloughs for persons awaiting

- bail or on appeal after completion

of 1/3 sentence .
7) Phone booth and two calls per
month

8) Yard crew to receive extra good
time

9) Allowing I A.C. members to at-
tend outside meetings -

10) I.A.C. to oversee and make ags

counts in the Showroom and on a
weekly rotatlng ba31s to work in
the showroom '

11) Conjugal VlSits pollcy to be
further discussed with the Com- .
missioner

12) Three inmates to work on pri-
ority projects on State time for
the purpose of: building the in-
mates benefit fund. There is a -

‘possibility that the fund could

later be used as a bail fund.
) Our brothers inside the walls
at M.S.P. along with these signif-.

~icant accomplishments have been

able to build the membership from
12, three months ago, to 162 at
the latest count. They work un-
der the worst of conditions and
cannot be congratulated enough.

“Access

These are the developments

~in access in'the last 5 months.
Four months ago Ward Murphy- came

down with a policy on organiza-
tions that stated that no orga-
nization can be recognized with-
out first submitting a constit-
ution and by-laws, that their
meetings would be monitored, ‘their
books audited, and all of their
projects would have to be OKd,

and that access even after re-
cognition would be left to the
discretion of the administrative
head. Our response was an ap-
peal to Commissioner Kearns and
the Task Force on Corrections for
a review of this policy. Tom
Benjamin wrote a three page memo

_stating our objections to Kearns.

At about the same time, consti-
tution and by-laws were presen-
ted simultaneously at Thomaston
and Windham.

The Bureau's response to
our complaints about their pol-
icy was a three page memo in-
structing us as to how we could
fit the qualifications of their
policy. In the memo they never
once dealt with the issues we
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had raised. We then wrote a let-
ter, collectively (inside and out-
side), outlining again why we
thought that the policy was re-
strictive and humiliating. This,
in addition to a meeting with
Kearns, lead to a special meet-
ing of the Task Force Subcommit-

tee on Institutional Reform, of

. which Alan is a member. Present

at the meeting, aside from Task
Force members, were Kathleen Wal-
ton, Tom Benjamin, Ward Murphy,
Kearns and Mullaney. In special
session after the meeting, the
Task Force voted to recommend to.
Kearns and Curtis that a new,. much
nore liberalized policy be enac-
ted that would not only allow
SCAR in but keep us from being
pushed out arbitrarily. )

If either Kearns or Curtis
accept the recommendation, then
we Will be in. Ward Murphy ‘says
she is not prepared to make any
major concessions but as the chain
of command goes she would either
have to concede or leave the State
service.. So things are beginning
to look relatively good in regards
to access,

SYMPOSIUM ON CORRECTIONS REFORM

Tentative Dates: 3:00 pm Fri-
day, April 12 to 6 00pm Saturday,
April 13.

Speakers, Workshops and DlS—
cussion Groups.

The intent of the Symposium -

will be to focus in on the current

York County Jail

by Ray Lefasseur

Following two deaths by hanging
and subjection to dehumanizing .and
intolerable living conditions, pri-

- soners of York County Jail in Al-

fred, Maine sent out a list of
grievances on January 28, 1974,

It begins, "We are concerned
and worried inmates at the York
County Jail. Since we have been
here there have been two suicides.
We would like to express our tho-
ughts as to some of the possible
causes that led two young men to
end their lives."

The letter explains the case of
Danny Lawrence, who served four

days on a disorderly conduct charge,
_-was arrested for hitch-hiking as

he attempted to go home upon re=
lease, was returned to the jail,
and hung himself that night.

Jeff McKinnon was brought into
the jail, theu sent to Augusta
for 30 days observation, returned
to the jail 72 hours later, put
in a cell by himself, and hung
himself less than one hour later.

Says the letter, "We don't want
to see this happen again. Althou-
gh these two men had problems be-
yond the conditions at this jail,
the place clearly did not help.
The conditions either drove them
to their death or helped to send
them to an early grave and to us
there appears no difference which."

. On February 22nd-suit was filed
in Maine Superior Court. Brought
by the "class of inmates at the
York County Jail", through attor-

ney Terry Farrell, the suit seeks

both a declaration that certain

practices and conditions deprive

the prisoners of rights secured-
for them by state law and injunc-
tive relief to secure those rlghts
against further violation.

The York County Jail, oldest
in the State, has a bad reputation.

- The list of grievances includes:

one shower for 30 people and e-
nough hot water for six a day to
shower; medical treatment is pro-
vided arbitrarily, if at all; no
dentist; almost non-existent rec-
reational facilities; poor libra-
ry with no law books; mail is tam-.
pered with, returned for no reason
and attorneys mail is opened by
guards.

Immediately after the suit was
flled the Sheriff began harassment
of those prisoners he considered
responsible for the court suit.

In addition, all prisoners were

fed beans for four days.

The prisoners are attempting
to meet with the Sheriff, Com-
missioners and attorneys, but no
decision has yet been made on this.
The brothers have asked SCAR to

"bring their struggle to the peo-

ple. It is an election year and
the cruelty of the Sheriff must be
axposed.

As a first step in this pro-
cess, SCAR and NEPA ask people to
write to Governor Kenneth Curtis,
State House, Augusta, Me. 04330,
and demand an immediate investi-
gation of the York County Jail.

:problems facing corrections in the

State of Maine. For more info
contact SCAR Symposium, 374 Fore
St., Portland, Me. 04111. Phone:.
207-772-2303.

NEPA NEWS

March-



Charles St.J a11ReV1s1te’

By Donna Parker

On June 20, 1973, following
over a year of preparation, six
days in court, and a night in:'
jail, Judge Arthur Garrity order-
ed the closing of the Charles St.
Jail by June 30, 1976. The re-
lief sought by prisoners at Char- '~
les St., as represented by attor-
ney Max Stern, fell generally with-
in two areas: 1) The violations of
the Eighth Amendment (cruel and
unusual punishment) and the due
process clause of the Fourteenth
Amendment. Arguments were based
on the structural inadequacies,
poor plumbing, space limitations,
inadequate diet and health care,
inadequate exercise and recrea-
tion, inadequate provision for
personal hygiene, and the effect
these gross inadequacies had: on
the mental and physical health
of prisoners.2) The violations ,
of the First and Sixth Amendments.
Arguments were based on the very
limited access prisoners had to.
family, friends, books, magazines,
periodicals, and legal counsel. -
Although -all arguments were pre-.
mised on the degrading conditions
that exist at Charles St. in gen-
eral, it was stressed that most
prisoners (85%) have yet tp be
tried and are still to be "pre-
sumed innocent", yet are in»fact-'
existing in conditions  far worse
than if they had been sentenced
to confinement in a. State Prison.,

Charles St. Jail has-been con%v(

demned before. =~ During the past -

quarter century: no less that:seven::s

governmentali:commissions have cal-.

led for its-destruction.” This'is -~

"also not the first suit-filed a--
gainst a county jail. 'In Arkansas
(Holt v. Sarrer; aff'd. 442 F. 2d
304) the entire penitentiary sys-
tem was held to be unconstitution-
al. Similar findings were made
with respect to-jails in New Or-
leans (Hamilton v. Schiro, '338F
Supp. 1016); in Philadelphia (Com-"
monwealth ex. rel. Bryant v. Hen-- .
drick aff'd. uu4 Pa. 83); in De--
troit (Wayne County Inmates, W.C.

Board of Comm., Cir. Ct. Wayne Cty.

Cir. Act. #173 217); in Toledo
(Jones v. Wittenberg; 330 F. Supp.
'707); in Oakland (Brenneman v. Mad-
igan, No. C-70 1911 AJZ, N.D. Cal.
May 12, 1972); in Maryland (McCray
v. Margland, Misc. Pet. 4363 Cir.-

Ct., Montgomery Cty., Nov. 11, 1971);
“and in Kansas City, Mo. At this

time cases are being prepared a-
gainst the New England jails of
York County in Maine and Hampden
County (Springfield) in Mass.-

Ordering the cdosing of the
jail was only the first step. The
basic choice of operating a new
constitutional jail or operating
none at -all is left to the state.
Plans are now being considered for
building a new fac1llty at Deer Is-
land..

Pending the final closing of
the Charles St. Jail, Judge Gar-
rity put forth a list of stipu-
lations to be enforced in efforts

to improve the jail during the in-
terim. These included: 1) Single

" occupancy cells; 2) complete phy-

sicals and improved medical facil-
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ities; 3) the providing of institu-
tional clothing and laundry ser-

‘vice; U4) not opening attorney mail

without the presence of the addres-
see; 5) four hours of "free time"

out of cells (not including meal-

time);6) Expansion of regular hours
for attorney—cllent visits; 7) al-
low all inmates visitations from

family (including children) and

violations ar

-inmates must be allowed consul-
tation with clergymen of the de-
nomination of their choice, and

10) More Spanish speaking per-

sonnel should be recruited.
According to prisoner source
Jimmy Barrett, many of these re-
quirements have been met, although
there remains.a serious number of
fgrlevances whlch

"The Exercise Yard" by Vincent Van Gogh

friends”ﬁifﬁout.ﬁeed'fbr'SPecial
perm1851on, 8) provide daily ac-.

cess to unmonitored phones; 9) po¥

st copies of final decision within
the jail; and 10) file periodic

‘reports with clerk of court.

Two partial judgements were
also handed down. The first de-.
manded the "dismantlement" of iso-
lation cells and set down regu-

~lations.in _respect to the segre- -

gation cells. The second judge=-

ment included 1) Revision and dis-

tribution of the Inmate Guide 2)
Draft of Rules and Regulations:
3) All inmates must be made a- '
ware of rights when questioned
for disciplinary reasons 4) All
mail shall not be read, censored,
or limited 5) All inmates shall
be allowed at least three visits
per week 6) All inmates must be
informed of their right to appeal
of high bail 7) All inmates will
be allowed to receive packages

8) Reading and writing material
must be allowed-to all those
confined in segregation 9) All
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1nd1cate a strong ‘reluctance to
cooperate by Sheriff Thomas Ei-
senstadt and,countyﬁoff1c1als.'
Prisoners are allowed only one
visitor at a time and children
have been excluded. In attemp-
ting to see Jimmy we were not

only harrassed but turned away

by Sheriff Eisenstadt following

a three hour drive because, "He
gets too many visitors". Although
they_are allowed 1% hrs. more "free-
time", inmates must still spend al-
most 19 hours a day in their dark
and danky 8' by 11' cells. Re-
creation during "freetime" lar-
gely consists of "walking around
in circles. in the 'flats'", al-
though there is a nightly rota--
tion (by .tier) to a small recre-
ational room upstairs. Because
the officials do not like to op-
erate the 'upper tiers', approx-
imately 25 to 30 eight by eleven
foot cells remain doubled-up; the
present daily population is app-

(Continued on P. 27)
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I. Background

In March 1971 a group of
Spanish—speaking prisoners of -
MCI Norfolk began to get toge-
ther to talk about common pro-
blems and difficulties in
dealing with every day prison
life. A request was put to the
deputy superintendent, -to

allew this group to meet on -

a regular basis as other groups’
were so doing. Although this
request was. denied, individuals
were meeting in the yard, .

but were also frequently dis-

banded by guards orders. Later

. one of their school teachers

‘helped them to have their
meetings at the School BULl—

. ding. 7 » _
During the summer of 1971 gene-

ral unrest ameng the entire
prison population led tc a

rict. This riot gave the Spanish—‘

speaking prisoners a strong
feeling of unity that led

them to organize a formal group,
the "Spanish Rights Committee",
that was. to look for the Erotec—
tion of their rights within

the prison: They elected a
general board that presented

a series of demands. tc alle-"
viate problems they were

facing at the time.

During this same year and after

the group began tc meet on a-

regular basis, one -of the.
first prcblems brought up by
prisoners was the necessity
of a bilingual teacher,

~ since. at. the time pPLSOHéPS dld

not have any educational
opportunities. A bilingual
teacher was then hired -for the

then 32 prisoners. Innumerable

problems shifted her main duties

~ frem teaching, to counselling,
~social work, interpreting,etc.
During Mr. Bolhinger's admini-

stration of Norfolk prison,
this Spanish rights committee
was officially recognized -
and allowed toc cperate in
January, 1972, basically. out .
of the growing friction = =
between guards and Spanish--
speaking prisoners.

This prison has specific fac-
tors that contribute to a
better sense of group: a) pri-
soners at Norfolk are prese-
lected; b) they are in the insti-
tution a longer time allowing .
for more familiarity and group
cohesiveness, and c) they are

- larger .in membership, meaning

more effectlveness as group
pressure

We outline the development of
this group since there seems
to be a trend in the forma-
tion of similar groups in
other -correctional institu-
tions such as Concord, Fram-
ingham, Walpole, and Forestry
Camps. Prisoners have under-
gone the same process in the

‘attempt to improve their

Lbstandard conditions.

It was clear to the Norfolk
group that they were very
limited in their scope of
action, and that they needed

to bring attention of the out-
side Spanish or other interested
community. to their problems;
they wanted to form a group

-that would serve.as liason

with other Spanish-speaking
priscners serving time in
other institutions; and,
most important, they saw the.

‘necessity of outside cbmmunity.

support, if they were to
bring meaningful charge to -
the present conditions.

GHVHZJeBV 10 LIKE
THE o o 70 MEET

. HELL BE SITTING UP HERE

k”ﬂVﬁﬁ?£M¢WW}2M57¢M4L

In August, 1973, after a year
and a half of regular meetings
of the Spanish Rights Committee,
a group of-interested indivi--

duals and agencies got together. -

to discuss the problems affec-

' ting the Spanish- speaklng pri-

soners of the different 1nst1—

tutlons.
IT. The Need

During varlous meetlngs held

by members of- this commlttee,‘v”‘
the actual” situation of the
Spanlsh speaklng prisoner was
presented by both committee

‘members and many other indivi-

duals worklng w1th1n the crlmlnal

‘justice’ system.

1. It was p01nted out that
from the very. flrst mlnute
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that the Spanish-speaking -
individual gets in touch with
the criminal justice system
usually when he encounters a .
member of a police force,
he is totally alienated,
incapable of communicating and
denied rights available to
others who can express them-
selves. Many of those today
in prison were not even ad-
vised of their constitutional
rights. Even if now there is

- a written card of the trans-
lation of these rights,
policemen should be aware that
some of the arrested men arei
illiterate.

-

2. The Court System:

It was described that when a
Spanish-speaking individual

is taken to court, more likely
he does not speak English

fluently; (consider for instance :

that 26.1% of the Spanlsh-~,-m
speaking community in Boston
are unable to speak English,

and 43% speak but little English.

Similar characteristics are
exhibited by other Spanish
communities throughout the
state); he does not bring a.
lawyer with him because he
cannot afford one (for instance,
in Boston Spanish community
",..a larger share of house-
holds are on Welfdre'); and - -
when given a public defender, he
cannot communlcate properily
since there are no fully bllln—
gual publlc defenders. In

this situation, his attitude
becomes that ‘of .someone

who. feels angry., and helpless
to face the situation, jeopard-
izing his possibilities for

. probation which is given

_at the discretion of the
~judge. ‘Bilingual probation
officers are rare, making
in difficult to communicate
with potential clients, who
in this case do not have
equal opportunity as their
fellow Americans. On occasion
many Puerto Rlcans have
‘been advised to accept the
idea of returnlng to' Puerto
Rico as a "good chance" to
obtain probatlon.

3. The Prisén System” or'"Correc-

tional Iastitutions":
It is clear that ‘the attitude:

of an~0rganlzatlon is filtewed

P

‘down from the -attitude and

- performance of the ones above,:ur‘»*
) “'March -




Spanish Rights cont.

If we look at the administra-
tion of Corrections, they
have not even acknowledged the
‘basic problem that this popul-
ation is confronting, mainly
the difficulty in communica-
ting. Whatever meager improve-
ments are found today, they
have only been obtained through
demands in time of riots.

4, Among innumerable other needs
presented we can cite within the
prison itself,
a. There are no Spanish-speaking
interpreters available for
- visitors, foreing in many
occasions families to return
home without having seen the
person they came to See,
simply because they cannot
communicate, f£ill out required
forms, or understand instruc-
- tions given by guards.
b. There are only meager educa-
tional resources to prisoners
c. There is no Spanlsh -speaking
psychiatrist available;
meanwhile Spanish- -speaking -
prlsoners continue to be ex-
amined in cases where little
or no English at all 15 spoken
by the patlent E :
d. When prlsoners w1thout faml-
lies, go out on furlough, it | S
often nec1531tates aqs1stance, both
monetary and otherwise.
e. No job counselllng for
Spanish-speaking prlsoners."
f. Need for bilingual commun-= -
ity member to serve as liason
between prisoners and lawyers
since many are gettlng insuf--
ficient legal aid. ‘
g. In-‘general, the need" for
blllngual personnel’at all
1nst1tutlons is. essentlal to
begin brlnglng about 'some change
in the lives of these 1nd1v— e
iduals. = =
h. At present, no rehablllta--
tion program has been designed
to meet any of the needs of
the Spanish-speaking prisoner.

photo: N.P.

It is clear that the Spanish-
speakeng prisoner cannot bene-
fit from programs of "community
corrections" until their basic
needs are met. It is felt

that they are being discrimin-
ated against when they have

- to be placed at the bottom of

a waiting list to get a

chance to be sent to a half—way
house or a pre-release

center, where NO bi-lingual per-
scnnel has: been hiped. )

B . Norfel
‘5. The Paro1e stiem

Invorder>to go out on. parcle,

- a'prisoner needs basically a

sultable place to live and

g stable job". The question re-

mains: how can a Spanish-
speaking prisoner get a

- job if no counselling has
" . been made available to himj -
if not'even basic educational
gopportunltles are offered to

him; if there is no trade he

- can learn because they are

taught in Engllsh.

Assumlng that the behavior
"of a man and the time he

"has served make him eligible

for parole, he is brought

“up to the Parole Board. No
,one’member of that Board can
fluently communicate in

;Spanish; any cultural sensit-

~ivity expected- from them is

difficult, being from an alien
culture. Judgement of this indiv-

1dual his intentions, his
‘plans or his'ideas-.is impos-

.sible if they cannot .communicate

'with him. Documented cases
are available where a prison-
‘er's request for 1nterpreters
has been denled by this same
board.

" Parole Bills Heard

On March 5th the Executive
Session of the Social Welfare Com-
mittee met for the hearings®on 1)
the Parole Bills for Lifers, which
calls for the 10 year standardi-
zation of parole eligibility for
both first and second degree lifers,

'2) the one-third parole eligibility

for all prisoners, and 3) Bills
calling for restrictive furlough

" policies.

Tiny Dirring from Wal-
pole said that "If you don't have
confidence in the parole ‘board.
throw them out. If you.do, give
them some responsibility". Both: :
Warden Vinsant and Comm: Hall‘spo=-
ke strongly in favor of the pa-
March '

role ‘bills., Vinsant pointed to

the fact that Mass. is one of the
few states without such laws. He

pointed to three factors which

effect the sentencing and parole
of Lifers: 1) how well the crime
is publicized, 2) political pres-
sure for release, and 3) how big

a vote segment will it effect.

He felt that it was "time to get
these issues out of the political
system and into the legal system"

Comm. Hall strongly opposed the

restriction of furloughs, saying

that he will accept the respon-
sibility for administering fur-

‘loughs (1.7% escape rate out of’

8, 783 total furloughs).
NEPA NEWS
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The experiences of all oppressed
minorities reveal that the
criminal justice system remains
a powerful instrument of
Anglo domination. Historically
it has prcved itself tc be a
barrier tc the development
of cultural, economic and pol-
"itical power of oppressed
communities. Very personally
aware of this, the Spanish
Rights Project is working
towards two major objectives.
1) To investigate and analyse
all aspects of the criminal
justice system relative to the
situation of Spanish-speaking
_ prisoners, and plan alternative
sclutions, and work towards
implementation. An important
aspect of this being the deve-
lopment of an ongoing commun-
ications network between the
Spanish community and its
connections with the criminal
~justice system.
2) Perhaps more impertantly,
the Project is developing
resources and communications bet-
ween the Spanish community
and the Spanish prisoner pop-
ulation. In attempts to solve
~individual problems, the
project hopes to set up re-
source. and referral centers
within both the institutions
and the communities, which
will provide legal aid, and
support tec both prisoners and
parolees,
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Effectiveness hinges con many
facters but ccllective suppert
and control are essential. It
is important that individuals
and groups get together in
this struggle. Spanish-
speaking prisoners, ex-pri-
soners, families, community
members, groups or .individuals
should contact the Spanish
Rights Committee, Box 43, :
MCI Norfeolk, 02056. "

Politically manuevering around
a number of bills which called for
the direct limitation of' furlough
eligibility, either by stopping it
all together, ov prohibiting those

who had committed crimes of vielence,
the Committee moved in faver cof the

bill which called for the notifica-
tion of State and local police up-
on furlcugh release. They did how-
ever strongly support the parcle ~
bills which will now go before the
.floor of the Legislature cometlre
within the next few menths. :
It is impertant that all Sen-
ators and Representatives be made
‘aware’ of your . support on the parole

bills if we are to begin to remove

the barriers of- cppressive- discret-
ionary powers. :




Dear NEPA NEWS, . ‘

I would like to express the anger
of my fellow inmates in N.H. state
prison, and in behalf of our fami-
lies (especially children), girl
friends, and friends who take the time
to visit us and who now are being
harassed fecr no logical reason what-
scevever. If any person out there
reads this and can help out in any
way, 1t would be highly appreciated
By all of us here. ' - :

When we get a visit, our visitors
are made tc go through a metal detect-
or. We are told this is to make
sure that no one has 'a gun, knife,
or other metal object that could be
used as any kind of weapon. OK, -
that's cool; we can understand their
peint of view on that. After this
our visitors are-taken upstairs tc
the visiting room with a guard watch-
ing all the time. Now, before we are -
allowed tc go into the visiting room,
we must be shook down. Then after

“two fLours of a guard staring at
us, we are again taken into a
room and shook down again, and
that is the end of our visit.

Recently the administration has
ceme out with a new policy. I hope -
I can make people who are. out on
the streets understand that this
new policy has nothing to do with
security reasons, as the administra-
tion has tried tc make it out to be.
The real reason is that our Inmate
Grievance Committe (IGC) has been
trying to get our human rights through
legal means-and the warden has to go
to court a lot, and man, the cat is

i Hire a Baby Sitter

all he wants; we are young, strong,
and are starting to get united.

But now he has hit us below the
belt, for with the new policy not"
only do our visitors still have to
go through the metal dector, but
now they must leave all their perso-
nal belongings in a locker down
stairs. Dig this, our sons and daugh-
ters ranging from ages of a few
menths old and on up, must also leave
all their toys and things downstairs.
Children who are just starting to
walk love to run around and play with

Hire a babysitter, are
man, where is that at?

Seeing how our people have to put

you shitting me

. all their personal belongings in a

locker (and if you ever noticed, some
children have a favorite toy they
‘love and they don't want to get up
off it for any reason), can you dig
this scene, -

’”Johnny leave your favorite teddy

bear in the locker with mommy's things."
Hwhy?l' ) .
tImn

Because see that man over there >
in the uniform, he said you have to put

2.

your teddy bear in this locker if
you want to see daddy." .
"Do you have the key mommy?"!
"Yes. ' -7 - e
"Does - that Uﬂiformedvman have . a

"'keyrtoo?”

 "Yes." : ,
"But mommy, a man that would be

~Jmean to daddy, anl that would take

my toys, weuld that same man steal
from us also?" ‘

"Let's hope not Johnny."

Now if I have .reached any person
out there who would like to help

Jor feels this is wrong, stop and
‘Jthink ‘of where some of your taxes
are going. They are. going to men of
Ja mentality of

. Well.-

Ican't find the word, because, who
in God's world would harass a small
child fer no reason whatsoever. Ask
yourself what would you deo if some-

all upset about this. Sc, his reaction

bedy was doing the same thing to
child. Hire a babysitter? Sure!!!

I
your

Leoc F. Feeley IV -- N.H. state prison

is that he will not meet with cur
IGC and if you put a letter asking
to see him about something important,
he won't see you. His balance of abso-
lute power has been shaken up -and he

. is fighting back and trying to make
our lives more miserable that they
already are. Right now he is coming
out with 64 new rules for us. OK,
that's cool; he can come down on us

their toys. Meantime their mdthers_
and fathers can talk about important
things. Well this new policy covers .
all children, regardless of age, as
well as adults. When: the deputy war-
den was asked why our children can't
have their toys-(and he was speaking
for the warden), he replied, "If you
don't like it, hire a babysitter."

“love and miss their

tation posicy at NHSP should be
sent to the Board of Trustees, NHSP,
Box 14, Concord, N.H. 03301. Write
one now- it -won't take
ed.)

For Leo F. Feeley v

: V (17 menths old)
and. the rest of the

children who
daddys.

(Complaints regarding the néw vier.

two minutes-

Plea for Unity

We are making. this plea on be-
half of the prisoners here at New
Hampshire State Prison to all tho-
se who are working for pPrisoners
and prison reform/abolition, and
especially to our brothers and si-
sters, old and young, here in New o
lampshire. The conditions within
prisons are becoming more and more
@ matter of public knowledge, due
to the efforts of prisoners, ex-
prisoners, supporters outside, and
a few concerned public officials

~and news media people. While this
publicity is good, we must now be-
gin-to eliminate the actual abus-
es, which are very often not only
brutal for prisoners subjected to
them, but actually are a grave
threat to all our ideas on human
rights and diginity. The major
burden of the struggle must lay on
our shoulders here inside the wal-
1s, but left only to ourselves,
our chances are not that good. We
need and want the active support
and interest of all concerned pe-
ople. - ' g

Many of you out there, to our
knowledge, are having some hassles
getting a good organizational st-
Page 10
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ructure together. We realize you
are trying very hard, and believe
me, we do appreciate it. Prisoners
have been too long neglected by
the general-public and too long
supressed by those that oversee
our lives here in prison. The pro-
blem as some of us.see it, is th-
at there are many well meaning pe-
ople trying to get it together but
who might not be realizing that
there must be concerted collective
effort. By that we mean there sho-
uld be one central organization,
for our effort coalitions and sp-
linter groups Wwill not do. There
is no sound reason why thereé has
to be two, three or more organi-
zations working in the same area
for the same basic goals. If we
are all working for the. same basic
things, then we should all be wo-
rking together, and this is best
‘done within one organization. NE-
PA is not only established but in
our estimation the most helpful,
and it has gotten the most done,
such as a paper, contact with pri-
soners, and formulating committees
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to deal with some of the many pro-
blems facing us.’

But let's stop and think for a
minute how much better it would be
if every ‘one concerned with prison
support -were to gather into. one ‘
organization. Everyone we are su- |
re has heard the words, "united we
stand, divided we fall." It is as
true now as it was when it was fi-
rst heard. As long as we are not
tightly knit, it just makes it ea-
sier for the nixons, thomsons, vi--
teks and their lackeys to beat us

back. We are up against a stagna-
nt, very often backward bureaucra-"

tic power, and to move or change
it we must all work together, th-
at's right -- together. Let us
forget our petty hassles, ego tpr-
ips, and minor disagreements be-
cause if we all want the same th-
ings basically, then we must. put
aside those differences and fight
together to achieve our aims.
Thank you brothers and sisters.
Venceremos (we shall triumph).

Februaryilé,,lg74 PR
collectively. written by some
brothers at NHSP




A gamst"

Dear NEPA

Between February 22 and 27,

1974, approximately 150 of the 271

inmates of the New Hampshire State

Prison were asked to read the fol--

_lowing petition:
* OFFICIAL PETITION

"We, the undersigned prisoners of
the New Hampshire State Prison,.
hereby declare our opposition td

any kind of a drug experlmentatlonb

program which may be proposed. for
this institution. This includes
any"drug program by any federal,
state,. county, prwvate, or com—

. mercial agéncy or board.

. Furthermore. we submlt thls
petition as an ¢‘ricial consensus
of the inmate population against

~all drug experiment programs in
prisons throughout the country.
February 28, 1974"

139 of the 150 inmates .po- ::
-1led signed thelr names to -this
petltlon,'whlch was -in response
to the ADVOCATES: program ofFeb+
21,»1974,‘a1red on WGBH-TV, Chan-
" nel 2, Boston, concerning the
question of: * '"Should medical and
drug experiments on prisoners. be
‘halted?" .

During the show,’one of the
proponents of these drug programs
inferred that one of the strong-
est reasons for continuation of
such programs was that not one
81ngle letter of opp051tlon had’
been written by any inmate in any
priseén. The general feelings.
here are that one cannot make a
rational or free decision concer-
ning individual participation in.
any of these programs. while 1n
prison. ol
Presently, there are no- of—
‘ficial drug or, medical experlments
here at NHSP, and we don't want
any, for many reasons.: “IThe cusual"
"sales" pitch used to entice a
prisoner lnfo‘aqcept;ng the po-
sition of human guinea pig goes
something like this. A‘profit
maklng drug company will. recelve
permission to canvass ‘inmates.
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" The usual explanations for using
prisoners are that prisoners, be-
ing confined to & small area, pre-
sent an ideal situation for mon-
itoring the guinea pigs' diet,

‘exercise, and daily routine. Al-

so, the drug company claims that
they cannot find enough '"volun-
teers" on the streets. Once the
drug company's representatives
have gained the attention of in- -
terested prisoners, variocus:ben-
.efits are offered. of promised to
inmates who agree to become gui-
nea pigs. Offers such as finan-
cial compensation, inferences of
lenlency with Parole Boards, in--
creased "good time" beneflts,’sof
ter living conditions (more com- .
fortable ‘beds, better food, etc.).
But before “the - gulnea plg 1s given
his flrst dose of an ‘experimental
drug or becomes part of a medical
experlment ‘he must first sign.a
form releasing t@e'prison;;State,

and Company from any legal actlons
or lawsuits in case. the guinea pig
develops. any ill effects: from the
treatments or in some cases dies.

The: exp101tatlon of human- llfefea
by the proflt—maklng drug. companies -

is’ obv1ousyand~must.beﬁstopped.
Offering small pittances to pri--
soners incarcerated in a closed

environment in exchange for their . -
bodies is not a way of show1ng con- -

cern for . that prlsoner = phy81cal
and mental welfare. Setting up a
class system within prlson walls

at the expense of non-cooperative
inmates does not help to rehabil-
itate a person. It only serves
to entice a person to 'volunteer'

for better living conditions, or

money, or a quicker'way out of
prison. ~All prisoners should be
afforded the benefits of such

" drug experlmentatlon programs w1th-

out having to put one's health on

_therllne: In such a repre551ve
'atmosphere, what person..could make

a fair and impartial decision to

A"volunteer or not volunteer for
~such ‘a program? Due to the ter-

rible living cond1t1ons ‘and re-
pression one faces in most of this
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Drug Experimentation

country's prisons, I submit that
the frilly benefits offered by
proponents of such experimental
programs are nothing more that an-
other form of behavior modification.
What's to say that a prison admin-

- istrator could not "arrange'" for

so-called trouble makers to be in-

~jected with mind control drugs un-

dawmegmseof"MMgenmmmam
programs'?: .

‘In conclusion, these programs
are nothing more that another tac-
tic used by "big business" and.pri
sons to entice a person into becom-.

'ing a human guinea pig when the
.same - person, if he were on- the st-=

reets, would not consent to allow-
ing such experlments to be’ perfor—
med on him. -
These exploitive practices
using prisoners must be  stopped.:

Respectfully submitted,

LfR. Chasse>
N.H.S.P. ,
139 'signatures of N.H.S.P.

‘prlsoners are being sent to the

Advocates, Box l974 Boston Mass.
02134 B ‘
-*Any«other“persons interested .
in airing their views are'urged to
write to the Advocates "New England-
Prisoners Association, Frarconl
College Prison Law Project, 59
Mass. Ave., Cambrldge, and othe‘
prison- related organlzatlons.v‘

1the rlghtsfor ‘even - “the

on legltlmate bus1ness,'w1th prop-

|were waiting for Deputy Warden

man, severely beat and kicked:
|Edward McMillan and Randall Thcm

no attempt to stop or otherw;se

1to say for our present system of

|state prison.

the men confined here at thée New
Hampshlre State. Prison.

At approx1mately 10:15 A. M
two inmates ‘entered the sallyport

erly 1ssued passes’s While they

Fuller, two N.H. state troopers,
at the prison to pick up another

pson. e
There was no provocation for
this vicious attack which was wit-
nessed by several visitors to the
prison, as well as prison inmates .
and staff. Prison officials made

interfere with these state troop-
ers,; although they were aware of
the beating and the complete lack
of provocation.

When the trocpers finally were
informed, by prison officials, ¢hat
they had no reason to assault these
men, they repliec¢ that they guessed
it was "just an hondst mi steake'l.

I believe that this hes a ilot

justice(?), when a man cannot even.
be safe from an arbitrary and cap-
ricious police beating inside a

3

Feb. 15, 1974 ,
' Sincerely,
" Russell Cellins
reg. # 9850
N.H. State Priscn




1.) John Yancey was attacked. on
Dec. 11, 1973, but while this was and
still is the most serious attempt
to get him, by no means have the
jailers at N.H.S.P. stopped since
then; .
'2.) On Dec. 12, 1973, John had a
ma]or disciplinary hearlng on charges
stemming from Nov. 9, when four
guards,. including Major Thorton and
two lieutenants jumped and beat and
dragged him to the hole, for demanc-
ing his right to exercise while he
was in red tag (confined to his cell).
John was charged with biting, punch-
ing, and kicking--in other words
trying to defend himself from this
goon ‘squad. Besides the beating he
got, the disciplinary board sentenced
“him to three months in segregation. It
should be added that there were
numerous prisoners who saw this event
and testified for him at his hearing--
all to no avail, of course.
3.) In early January a man
made parole here and wanted to leave
John his TV set, as,is the usual,
long-standing practice. There never
is any hassle about this as far as
the administration is concerned.
They Jjust register the serial
number under the prisoners name
who is to-get the TV. This usuaily
takes a couple of hours at most.
John was informed that Lt. Batch-
elder was to do the transferring.
John, knowing that Batchelder disliked
him (he was one of the Lts. who
attacked John on Nov. 9), asked that
another Lt. do this. This was not
allowed, even though this other Lt.
tried to do so. Instead John's TV
was held up for a couple of days.
Knowing that this was deliberate,
John sent a letter to Deputy Warden
- Fuller, angrily protesting this
harassment. The Deputy Warden sent him
a réply saying in part, "as a result
of your letter, I am refusing Evans'
request to give you his TV set."
This is the first time anyone has
- been refused a parollee's TV for
complaining about “harassment.

NEPA

4 February 21, 1974
Dear NEPA,

Hello. A friend of mine gave me
your name and address and told me
that you could give me some infor-
mation on how I can see a friend
in jail. I've gone to this jail
in Belknap (the Belknap County
Jail) to visit a friend, the gu-
ards refuse to let me see him be-
cause I am not immediate family.
But someone said that they can-
not do that and if I want to push
1t I can.

Could you wrire me and tell me
whether or not this.is true, and
if I can get in somehow? .

"Thank-you very much
Brenda

- NEPA replies:

Dear Brenda,

Received your: letter and immediat-
ly contacted the superintendant of
the Belknap Coéunty Jail to see what
his-policy was on non-related per-
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was in-the segregation unit and John
attempted to find out why he couldn' t
get the TV. The Deputy answered in a

‘sarcastic pig manner that he'd

never get the TV and -headed out of
the unit. John loudly tried to ask
him more about this, at which point
the Deputy turned around and asked
the Drug Counseler, who was in the
unit talking to another man, did
Yancey spit at me. The Drug Counseler
said I didn't see anything like
that.

-That evening John received another

major disciplinary report for

"spitting at the deputy."

5.) On January 16, John had his
hearing for this charge. The Drug
Counseler testified that he was stand-
ing close to John and DID NOT SEE
HIM SPIT AT ANYONE. Of course this
testimony, even though it was by a
member of the prison staff, was
not. regarded, and, in fact, the
Deputy Warden in summing up the charges
stated, "Wickens (the drug counselor)
didn't see Yancey spit, ALTHOUGH HE
SHOULD HAVE," clearly implying that
the Deputy Warden and his trusted und-
erllngs were outraged that the drug
counselor.would. dare -tell the. truth
and contradict what the Deputy hoped
would be a simple frame-up.

Of course the dlSClpllnary commit-
tee found John guilty and sentenced him
te a furthersix months in segregation.
-- the maximum penalty for any major
disciplinary report.

Seeing the open-handed frame- -up th-
at was taking place, John rlghteously

stood up and told the Dlsc1pllnary Bo-

ard that their hearing was nothing but

a fascist, racist, kangaroo court, and .

that he had nothing further to say to
lackeys who had their orders told to
them before the hearing even began
CBe) Many men here at the prison
are concerned about John and are at-
tempting to assist him in different
ways -- typing his papers, supplying
his canteen néeds, etec. To “try and
thwart this solidarity the fascist .
jailers are stopping or holding up
all letters and notes: that John sends

the grea_t'speckled bird

NEPA NEWS

. Littleton, N.H. 03561.

~ More Attacks On Yancey

and receives from brothers in the ge-
neral population. They have also sto-

- ppéd letting him attend church servic-

es, instead ‘sending the priest over -to
segregation during the week.

7.) John and most of us here, are
glad to see the outside support that
he is getting; the ‘articles in papers,
the defense committee, the organizing .
that the Black students at Portsmouth
High School are doing, as well as all
the other efforts of other people.
Without this, John, and potentlally a-
ny prisoner here, is open to being set
up and charged with further criminal
charges.

8.) So far the most dlsapp01nt1ng
thing has been the lack of legal supp-
ort.” N.H. Legal Assistance took an ex-
tremely conservative and cowardly pos-
ition. - They said they'd take the case
only if John swore not to bring up any
political ivsues -- when in fact the
whole case is a matter of fascistic re-
pression and trumped up charges by the
jailers against prisoners in general.
We are hopeful that better legal ass-
istance is soon coming. Meanwhile,
John's spirit remains high and his de-
termination to struggle against his a-
nd all prlsoners' oppression is, 1f
anything, growing stronger.

Feb. 17, 1974

Background

On Dec. 11, 1973 John Yancey was a-

‘ttacked in his cell by eight guards -

maced, beaten, and dragged to the hole.
Instead of disciplining the guards,

~ John has been charged.with two counts

of assault, an offense carrying a pen-
alty of 10 to 20 years on each count.
‘You .can help by working with NEPA's-
John Yancey Defense Committee, Box 321
Send your con-
tributions to the committee with -a. le-

tter demanding the charges against Jo-

hn be dropped. These letters will be
given to the proper authorities by the
Committee.

Helps Refused VlSltOI‘

sons being: allowed fo VlSlt. “He
said that he was aware. that a num-
ber of non-related persons had at-
tempted “to gain entry to 'his' ja-
il; however, he would not allow -
this. When' I pressed him for the.
legal basis of such a decision he

. became extremely agitated with me,
saying’ that it -was 'his'" jail and
he could run it the way he wanted
to and he didn't have to answer to
me or anyone else. He referred me
to the county attorney, Dav1d R.
Decker, and then hung up.

I contacted Mr. Decker the follow-
_ ing day. He said he was aware of
- the situation (unrelated persons
wishing visitation rights) and is
"looking into it..." for the sup-
erintendant. He believes the rea-
son for this policy is because the
jail has a 'drug problem'.

Mr. Decker said that he would .con-
tact me as soon as some sort of
‘decision has been reached.

In Struggle,
- Shelley Cooper Neill
, Womens' Editor
. - - NEPA News

- March'
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To Fellow Brothers and Sisters,

I am not much at words when
it comes to explaining the pain
and tribulation I face here in this
prison along with my brcthers, or
of the constant petty hassles that
institutes the main foundation of
the pigs' minds to aggravate a man
to such a-degree that either he
takes actlon within himself of veg-
etates into a state of apathy.. Both
of these means are manipulation by
the administration to control the-
ir prisoners. In the former, they
label you as incorrigable and un-
controllable so they can have the
excuse to open such prisons as the
Tri-State plan, in which they can
force you to vegetate. In the lat-
ter, they label you as a model pri-
soner and so-called gifts are show-
‘ered upon you, such as better jobs,
a chance for work release, or in
some cases, positions to represent
investigative interviews of the
prison system. ' But this kind of
prisoner really loses, because in-
stead of gaining a little material
freedom, he loses his dignity to
walk straight as 'a man with his -
personal individuality intact.

I found myself forced to take
action from the constant aggra-
vation of petty hassles from the

‘pigs in here. I guess I'm not
quite the half-man they'd rather

- have me as. First of all, eighty’
percent of the pigs in here are
racist to the bone, and the thing

.of it is, they've never dealt with

] ohn Yancey Speaks

a Black man béfore on terms of a
personal level, nor even had any
kind of contact with one. When I
first came here I was immediately
termed in the stereotype spectrum
of the "uppity nigger kind", in
which they in their ignorance re-
sorted to "southern type methods
of handling niggers".

But what I really want to
say -is that.I really need your
support ‘and urgently ask fer it,
for it is your support that will
greatly influence my case in win-
ning against the racism and opp-
ression that runs rampant in here.
I'm not saying winning the case
will overnight change this place,
but it will start to recess its

taking petty hassles of lock-ups

- action to do so.

policy of the brutal oppression
and racism toward both Black ar::
White prisoners. WMy brothers iLere
have backed me all the way in this

case and have seen the imp-rtance s

of winning it. Plus many ace now
because of their feelings about SR,
this case, and the fact that they '
supply me with needs that the pigs ‘ w
try to keep from me while I'm in :
punitive segregation. They even
go out of their way to see that I
have no communlpatlons with my
brothers. I have now been in seg-
regation for six weeks and have
four more months to do, plus they've
got two other disciplinary reports
(a manipulative means to segreg-
ate prisoners from their brothers)
that I have to face, which means
possibly another year more I must
dc in here.

Well brothers and sisters,
there's Tauch more I want to say,

- especially that we will win in the

end even if it has to take physical
My hopes gnd st-
rength lies with you all and my
faith is strong that we'll all be
together against the ultimate gun
of their fascist oppression.

lth Love and Strength
~in the struggle until freedom‘
is achieved,
Venceremos

John Yancey
Segregation Unit, N.i{.S.P.

Yancey
Defense

uy Sally schofield
As many you have noticed, the JYDC
in the past few' weeks has made the
Manchester Union Leader's front pag-
es. As is usually the case with the.

Union Leader, the 1nformatlon wrlttenﬂ

was biased, untrue, and some of 1t

\C./Lns

‘obtained by illegal means. Parts of
the quotes came directly from corres-
pondence between a member of NEPA and
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a prlsoner in NHSP, \
We of the JYDC, decided in lqst
meeting that, to make the Yancey case

‘a purely racial. issue would be unfair

to “the brothers who recelve similar
treatmept regardles f their, color
or natlonallty. This 1s not to say -
that we don't recognize what happened
to John was a racist move, but rather,
in addition to being racists, the gu~
ards who. attacked John w1ll do. the
same to anyone. =
We have three tentatlve demands,
which will be printed in the next is-
sue if they are accepted by the insi-
de members of the JYDC as demands th-
at will win changes within NHSP.
Several public education nights
are being set up, where the film,
'""3000 Years and Life'" will be shown

and panels, made up of NEPA and JYDC

members, will discuss things the gov-
ernment allows to happen at NHSP, in-
cluding the specific incidents surro-
unding John.

A press packet is being put- toget-
here.The press packet will .contain a
press release from the JYDC, a short
history of John's involvement with
the courts and prisons, and several
Union Leader -articles from their cam-
paign two years ago to have John ki-
cked out of-college. -

We thank those of 'you'who have ge-

nt wrlgten -support and help, and hope .

the support will strengthen through-
out this ordeal. "United We Stand,
Divided We Fall." For more informati-
on or to help, the JYDC adress is Box
321, Littleton, N.H. 03561
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Letter

 :Dear NEPA ;

I have no income, the reason

~being I am locked in my cell and ,
I feel I'1l be in this rotten cell

for some time to come.

My reason for 1nform1ng you
of the above is so you'll under-
stand why I'm not able to send you
any funds at the present time, to
cover the cost of NEPA News. In
the near future I'11 send you what-
ever I can, because I like the way
you print the truth, and I (we)
need your help. ‘

- Within the next 3 weeks you
will receive a story about a man
who at the age of 14 was sent to
the New Hampshire State Prison to
serve a year and a day to ten years.
I was that man.

It's been almost ten years
since I first came here. I am now
25 and have been in and out since.
I haven't the talent for express-
ing myself in writing. However,
with the aid of another inmate,
I'm sure I'11l be able to write it
as it was and still is today.

Thank You
. for your ti me,

Raymond A, Guay
. N.H.S.P,
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In the 1972 Gubernatorial race,
Crowley ran, agalnst Thomson. When
Crowley lost Thomson quickly app-
ointed him to head the Crime Comm-
ission. Since then, Crowley & Th-
omson have become "buddy-buddy."
The next speaker was Gene Mason,
a member of the NEPA Board of Dir-
ectors. He said that the excuse
given by state and prison officials
for denying prison programs and re-
forms was of lack of funds. "But
many reforms could be brought abo-
ut without a dime being spent," Mr.
Mason told-the committee.  He cited
a few examples: @llowing prisoners
to partake in the decision-making
process of the institution; estab-
lishing prisoners' right to negot-
iate pay and work conditions in the

prisons; bring legislative reforms;

parole reforms; and instituting
minimum standards of legal, human
and civil rights for all prisoners.
"That doesn't cost very much money,"
stated Mr. Mason. Speaklng for more
than one and a half hours, he spoke
of the curtailment of educational
programs since the lockup at the

William Nagel

NHSP, which oceurred exactly a ye-
ar ago to the day of the committ-
ee's hearing. Since then, prison-
ers have been denied almost all of
their rights under the Vitek admin-
istration, which has been aided .
and abetted by Thomson and the Un-
ion Leader. Asked by the committee
about his parole record being pri-
nted in the Union Leader, Mr. Ma-
son said, "Parole records are con-
fidential, and do not come under
the public's Right to Know law.".

‘The Leader had violated the law
by publishing Mr. Mason's record.

Speaking after Mr. Mason, Ed-

 ward Ouellette, Chairman, N.H.

Parole Board, stated he didn't

know how Mr. Mason's record, "had
found it's way to the Union Lead-
er." Asked if parole records were

»gften out, Ouellette insisted he

would never reveal a parolee's
record, "I have my suspicions as
to who is giving records to the
Union Leader," said the Parole
Board chairman. '"Who is?" asked
Jacques Wilmore, one of the ten-
member committee. "I would prefer
not to say," answered Quellette.
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He said, "The Parole Board based.-
its decision to parole a prison- . .
er after taking into considerat-
ion the prisoner's conduct in
prison. '0f course a prisoner who
has been 'tagged', say, five ti-
mes- just before his parole hear-
ing would be denied parole.' He
reacted like a "hurt man" when
the question of Thomson's suit
against the Parole Board was dis-
cussed. Thomson's suit contended
that Gerald Prunier, a Parole Bo-
ard member, had conflict of inter-
est over the Board's decision to
parole Russell Nelson & Fredrick
Martineau. Ouellette said, "I dis-
agree with Judge Bois ruling in
favor of Thomson.'" The effect of
Thomson's court victory (which the
Parole Board is appealing), has-
been to put the Parole Board in a
poor position to parole people who
would normally be paroled if Thom-
son weren't around.

Resuming the hearing, three -

- members of the N.H. Prison Board

of Trustees sat before the comm-
ittee. They were: Martin Gross,
Mary Thyng and.Henry Waldo. Asked.
if he agreed with minimum stand-

-ards of treatment for prisoners,

Waldo, a Thomson appointee, told
the committee, "I've not been in
prison yet! I have worked for ev-
ery penny I've earned. I don't
agree with plush standards for in-
mates. Prison should not be plush
for inmates." Reliable sources in-
dicate that Waldo is the Thomson
link inside the Board of Trustees,
and reports directly to Thomson on
what the trustees say and do at
their meetings. Martin Gross, a
Harvard graduate and lawyer, expl-
ained the role of the trustees. He
said ‘they were trying to provide,
"prisoners with decent food, with -
decent medical care, dental care

and what have you." Gross was livid

about the Crime Commission's re-
jection of funds for a lawyer to
work with helping prisoners at
the NHSP. Mary Thyng said she ag-
reed with Gross. Waldo muttered,

"Inmates should work while in pr-

ison. Prison Industries will keep
inmates in their place!"

By mid-afternoon, the committee
turned to the subject of the '"Dis-
turbed Offender Project," an LEAA
funded project at the N.H. State
Hospital. Dr. Henry Payson, psych-
iatrist/consultant; Dr. Ruik Roll-
and, psychiatrist; Major Wheelock,
Superintendent, State Hospital, &
Jean Byrne, acting director, Dis-
turbed Offender Project, all test-
ified. Dr. Payson has been closely
involved with collecting data on
prisoners at NHSP, and he provides
psychiatric services at the prison.
Much of Payson's data was given to
Prof. William J. Curran, a propon-
ent of behavior modification for
"convicts" that have been design-
ated so-called "Dangerous, Special
Offenders," and appeared in the
infamous '"Curran Report."

Major Wheelock revealed to the
committee a staggering piece of
"news" concerning Thomson. ""We ha-
ve to make a daily report directly
to the governor about the patients:
at the hospital," said Wheelock.

-"The governor wants -to be  informed

of any patient that is released. by
us," added Dr. Rolland. "We are
exempt on Sundays-from submitting
a report to the governor," said
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Wheelock, with a touch of sarcasm.
"Does anyone- know if the governor
has any medical or psychiatric tr-
aining to decide which patient is
ready. to be released?'" "NO!" The
governor has no such qualificat-

ions; according to all the witness-

es. As acting director of the Dis-

turbed Offender Project, Jean Bryne\

could find nothing but blgh pralse

for the project. To Bryne,"inmates" "

were all the same, whether in hos-
pital or in prison. Little or noth-
ing was revealed about the Disturb-
ed Offender Project at the hearing.
Under the heading of "New Hamp-
shire in National Prospective,"
the committee heard from Edith E.
Flynn, Harvard Associate Professor,
Center for Criminal Justice; and
William Nagel, Commissioner, Gov- -
nor's Justice Commission, Philadel-
ia, Pa. Mr. Nagel wasted no time to
state vigorously, "I support fully
the civil rights of prisoners."
Asked about creating a New England
regional maximum security prison,

L to R¢ Pét Knight, Rus




, Arnold, Chaplin, DeCloux, Gilmore

1ngs

Mr. Nagel said he was "opposed' to
concepts of 'maxi'! prisons or bu-
1lding new prisons, anywhere in
the country, including New Hampsh-
~ire! -I propose the abolition of
prison!" Prof. Flynn said she wa-
nted greater emphasis placed on
community-based corrections and
probation. She referred to the

"Ted Keiser

"Des Moines Program,'" which takes
persons before the pre-conviction
process has taken place. She no-
ted that the far-flung communities
in N.H, did not help persons tran-
sported to the State Prison at
Concord to keep contact with their
local communities. But John F.
Klng, Staff Director, N.H. Probat-
ion Dept., found that N.H.'s far-
flung communities '"made it very
difficult for probation officers
to travel throughout the state.
The distances between various
towns sometimes means we cannot

- devote the kind of help andvsup-
ervision we would like to give to

s1son & Eleanor Mullaley

individuals on probation. We don't
have enough officers to go around
the state," complained King.
Bringing the first-day of the
hearing to an end, George Bruno,
Director, N.H. Legal Assistance,
and Kurt Swenson, Attorney at Law,
spoke on the legal perspective in

N.H. Both of them agreed that pri-

soners must be allowed full access
to a lawyer. And furthermore, they
called for the development of a
legal assistance program at the
NHSP..

New Hampshire is one of nine
states to be chosen by the U.S.
Commission on Civil Rights in Was-
hington on the feasibility of a
proposed set of national minimum
guidelines for the treatment of
prisoners in state and federal co-
rrectional facilities. The Commis-
sién is an independent, bipartisan,
factfinding agency created by Con-
gress in. 1957.

Opening the second-day of the

‘hearing,-two former NHSP guards

testified to the committee. They
were Gerard Forrest € Christoper
Cronin. Ex-guard Forrest was fired
by Warden Vitek for '"mot getting
his haircut." Vitek refused to te-
stify at the hearing, on orders
from Thomson. Mr. Forrest was in-
crumental in exposing the truth of
the 1973 lockup at the prison. Vi-
tek had blamed prisoners for so-
called "riot and escape plans," -
when in fact the lockup was brou-
ght because the guards had threat-
ened to revolt against Vitek for
allowing "inmates to run the pri-
son." At th e hearing, Mr. Forrest
called for "an end to brutality ag-
ainst prisoners, better medical
treatment, -removal of unsuitable
guards, full educational programs,
and protecting prisoners' rights.”
Cronin said he was disliked at th-
e prison, and left after only a
few months. Next came Paul Gunter,
Project Coordinator for a proposed
Prisoner's Family Center. He said
it was important to open such a
center as soon as possible.. The
next speaker was Ted Keiser, a fo-
rmer Vocational Rehabilitation Ps-
ychologist at the NHSP. He recall-
ed one instance in which he advis-
ed a prisoner of his rights. Later
the Warden (Parker Hancock) infor-
med Keiser that it was not the th-
ing to do--to tell a prisoner his
rights! "After that," said Keiser,
"every effort was made by the war-
den to llmlt my contact with the
prisoners." )

The highlight of the hearings
came when three N.H. parolees tes-.
tified to the committee. They told
of the conditions at NHSP and the
repressive nature of parole rules.

Russell Nelson, Richard Schofield,

and William Davis:, were the parol-
ees. As a black prisoner, Mr. Davis
suffered badly at the hands of
the racist administration at NHSP.
He told the commitee,'"There are
six Black prisoners at the prison.
Five are in segregation. I'm the
sixth, and I'm on parole," said
Mr. .Davis . "I was taken off work
release because I was told I was
seen walking down the street back-
wards!" Mr. Davis was not told
which way he was walking "back-
wards" on the street! NHSP just

‘revoked his work-release program.

He said he had no doubts that the
"Parole Board decides parole be-
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~uding all my legal papers.' The

'soners? You want, in other words,

fore they even 'speak to the pris-
oner.," Asked Mr. Davis , "How can
they(the Parole Board) judge me by

. a piece of paper?" Richard Schofi-

eld confirmed that during the lock- :
up prisoners were treated rottenly ,

by guards and state troopers. Mr.

Schofield said, "I questioned some '1
of the troopers when they demanded , "
all of my personal belongs, incl- -

troopers waylaid Mr. Schofield

with fists. "I was taken

from my cell, beaten all the way

to the gym and beaten inside the
gym by about 15 state troopers,"
that Gov. Thomson had ordered to
the prison with additional 35 troop-
pers at the ready. At that time,

. Russell Nelson was on work release.

"But when I returned at night, st-
ate troopers were inside and snip-

_ers were positioned on the rooftops'

observed Mr. Nelson. Asked about
his own parole, Russell Nelson ex-
plained to the committee, "I made
parole after 14% years in prlson

" After I arrived home, I got
a phone. call telling me--'Governor
Thomson is mad! You'd better come
back to New Hampshire, right away!'
Since his return, Russ has suffer-
ed great harassment, he is under
stict control of his parocle offic-
er, who checks on him "day and ni-

- ght," said Russ. He said that pri-
- sons make radicals and revolution-

aries out of people.

The parolees told the committee
it was imperative to enact a Bill
of Rights for Prisoners. Hitting
the nail on the head with her qu-
estion, Ann Catherine Menninger
asked: "I take it that it is no go-
od to bring the committee to ask
for an extra shower a week for pri-

changes made that will bring full

prisoners' rights by law?" She mo-

uthed the very essence of-what all

prisoners are wanting to achieve!
Other persons who testified, in-

cluding Sister Eleanor Mullaley,

former Education Director at NHSP; -

Patricia Knight, former education -

instructor at NHSP; Msgr. Phillip

J. Kenny, Catholic Diocese of Man-

chester; and Maurice Geiger, U.S.

Law Enforcment Assistance Admlnlst—

ration (LEAA).
Members of the committee included,

Louis A. Arnold, Gloria S. Cooper, A
Mureen H. DeCloux, Rev. Daniel W.
Ferry, Robert H. Gillmore and Ald-
rich Mitchell. Marsha C. Masey, pr-
ovided staff services to the comm-
ittee. Orinda Nelson was the Civil
Rights Commission's court.reporter.
The two-day session of the comm= '
ittee's hearing was an unpreceden-

‘ted inquiry into the dlsmally low

level of civil rights in the State .

of New Hampshire., Indeed the hear-

ing producted a vibration of con- :

cern and dismay about the repress-. |
ive tactics used against prisoners

in N.H. Though not their intention,

the committee was forced to hear

of Gov. Meldrim Thomson's complete

poisoning of the democratic ideals

in New Hampshire. It would be true

to say that the committee will be

forced to report to civil libert-

arians everywhere that New Hampsh-

ire has put a yoke on the people's

freedom and civil rights. But the =5
people will put aside the likes of

those who trample them--sooner or

later!

photos: Berger & Hohérd
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Position
Paper

THE NECESSITY OF MEETING ALL NEEDS

CF PRISONERS DURING CONFINEMENT
by June M. Finan, NPRA Board

A prison setting, although
structured, that is truly rehab-
ilitative takes into considera-
tion all needs of men. All needs
must be met during confinement if
a man is to be returned to the
community truly rehabilitated. To
ask a man to do time for time's "
sake alone builds "resentments
that bar rehabiltation'.

Among his needs are study
projects that will help him use
his leisure time wisely both on
the inside and on the outside,
work projects that are remunera-
tive during confinement and will
be useful on the outside, and
family visits which ensure an
attempt to keep families togeth-
er and to permit a man to func- -
tion as part of a family unit e-
ven whilé he is isolated from. the
community.,

To satisfy phy81cal and emo-
tional needs, it is only fair that
some men, under the restrictions
set by the proposed Furlough Re-
lease Bill, have some home visits.
It is equally fair that those re-
fused furlough have some accomo-
dations made for visits within a
security setting. A suggestion

‘made  to this writer by a woman

visitor was the renovation of the

. unused Sackonnossett cottages for .

the purposes of family v151ts

It is this wrlter’s opinion
that only when a society seeks to
satisfy all needs of its errant
members can it justify their re-
meval from Societyﬁundef'the name

- of rehabilitation. It is also
this writer's opinion that no sys-

tem of Lehabllltatlon will ever
succeed--no matter what its cost--
in returning large numbers of men.

to the community to take upoﬁ-them—‘.

selves the respohsibilities of so-
clety unless they are accorded the
dignity of men durlng conflnement.

A1l photos this page of the Boysf
School, Rhode Island, by Shelley
Klllep,,

A new Iieeliabo*ut

GEORGE JACKSON

An ob/bct}'ve, detailed
refutation of the official
story of his assassination.

Mail Your Order To:

s " Red Prison Movement, Hovey Street Press. -
L 1255 Cambridge Street, Cambridge, Mass. 02139 J

A passionate, partisan, loving
analysis of his life
and political ideas.

Written by Eric Mann
Red Prison Movement
Collectively published by
the Hovey Street Press.
Avail. by mail order @ $2 a copy.
add 15c per copy at book rate

72c per copy at first class
(postage is lower on larger orders)

Page 16

NEPA' NEWS

vthe sys'tem- worksvwell

ACI
News

Night visitation proves suc-
cessful. Prisoners can now re-
ceive visits, thanks to night
visitation. Many visitors were
unable to come up during the
day for numerous reasons and the
night visits permits them to
finally come.

Legislation for 197u4. Seven
bills will be presented to the .
1974 Legislature. 1) Furlough.

2) Work Release for Lifers.

3) Good time to count towards
parole eligibility. u4) Majority
vote for work release considera-
tion. 5) Meritorious good ser-
vice time. 6) Parole time to
count as it is being served and
honored in the communlty 7) Min-
imum wage law.

Inmates Advisory Board. Com-
mittee of 7 prisoners sponsored
by NPRA, a "grievance committee"
but for & better name, the In-
mate Advisory Board. The board
meets once a week to prepare an
agenda llstlng major complaints
of the inmate population, during
the same week the board meets
with the warden. The agenda is
submitted to the warden. Nego-
‘tiations last a couple hours with
the warden and oftentimes person{
el of the administrative staff.
The warden returns his directive
and copies are placed on all bul-
letin boards throughout the prl—
son. Progress is being made and

Recr ,tlon‘N

recreatlon equipment are on order
~for: coming summer.: Tennis courts,
‘new handball courts to be constr-

ucted.. Ball field to be graded,

refilled with loom and seeded. A
new dlrector of recreatlon is ex-—
.pected “to superv1se sports. '

The N.P.R.A, in A C I. w1ll»;
be publishing a monthly paper
~Ray Blaise, NEPA's "inside" ed-
‘itor for Rhode Island, is the ed-
itor. Right now their biggest
problem is funding. Anyone who
can contribute or would like to
subscrlbe, contact Ray Blaise,
Edltor, NPRA ACI, Cranston,

R.I.. 02920’
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Recent appeintment of James

W. Mullen as Warden of Rhode Is-

~land's A.C.I. replacing former war-
den Francis Howard, caused a great
deal of speculation among prison-
ers as -tc what Warden Mullen's
prison poliecy would be. "

Howard was a modern, liberal,
progressive warden, interested in
"new'" ideas in corrections. Those
who knew Warden Howard and his

O hanging the Warden

so successful they remain in ex-
istence today, and others -that
their suecessors finally put in-
to effect. Corrections will not
accept the change of modern -ideas
but prefers to wait another hun-
dred years to change. It's cheap-
er, and the hard-line personnel
in correcticns need not fear leos-
ing their jcbs or their sadomas--
ochistic command over prisoners,
Warden James W. Mullen is

security is number one and War-
den Mullens makes it plain en-
ough in his directives, but the
opposite holds true as far as
pclice (authoritative submissive-
ness) tactics are concerned. ‘
Warden Mullen's response to
prison refcrm comes as a shock
to many. Scme ‘expected more lock-
ups, more shakedowns, more re-
strictions, etc., and to find

" philosophies on prisons agree he
was a sincere, dedicated warden.

"He was the right man for the job

but at the wrong time." Commis-
sioner Boone cf the Mass. Dept.
of Corrections fell in the same
category as Warden Howard. What
both men had in common was to

"push" their ideas. of progressive

reforms into corrections. Both
lost, but in defeat they left
their mark cn corrections and
managed to leave behind programs

a retired state police Captain,
held a. temporary position in

A.C.I. as a security advisor, and

a top ranking position in New
ngland's Crime Freventicn Cr-
ganization.

Many prisoners.felt that
with the Warden's background of
peolice service the A.C.I. would
be turned intc a state police

barracks or some kind of police-

oriented prison system. True,

R Curt Victory

The Rhode Island AFflllate of the
‘American Civil Liberties Union has

just learned that the First Circuilt

Court of Appeals has denied a re-
-quest for a Stay by-Attorney Gen-
~eral Israel pending the State's

appeal to the United States Su-.

preme Court. In its decision of

January 16, 1974 the First Cir-

cuit Court of Appeals reversed

a_decision of Judge Edward Day
and ruled that prisoners had the

right to representation by coun- .

sel at disciplinary hearings con-

ducted within the prison and that

prisoners had to be granted im-

munity before they testified at

disciplinary hearings so that ;
they would be assured that state-
ments given to prison officials
could not be used against them

at future criminal prosecutions.

In requesting that the decision

of the First Circuit not be im-

- plemented until final review by
the Supreme Court of the United
States the Attorney General ar-’

March

gued in a written memorandum
that the major effect of the de-
cisicn was to' cause "difficulties
and create tensions between the
Attorney General and priscn au-
“thorities". In response to this
Stephen J. Fortunato, Jr., at-

*torney for the priscner involved,

Nicholas A. Palmigiano, argued
that the Attorney General was
late in making his request and
that in any event the Attorney
General did not document spec-
ifically how fricticn had aris-
en between the Attorney Cener-
al's Office and prison officials
or how the decision in any. way
interfered with the adnlnletra—

ticn of the prison.

The effect of the Court's

denial of the Attorney General's
.request is that prisoners at the

present time have a._right to the
presencé of counsel at disciplin-
ary hearings and to immunity re-

_.garding statements glven at -such
'“*hearlngs
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the priscn set back twenty years.
‘The- surprise came when he opened
up communications with priscner
representatives from all pris-
oner-sponscred organizations.
This opened the doors to nego-
tiations and committees tc Lkring
about changes.

The warden is making an ef-
fort to imprcve conditions and
has made a stand on several is-
sues beneficial to prisoners'and
their respective organizations

Prisoner-sponsored organlzations
are back in operation: A.A., Afro-
American Scciety, A.C.I. Jaycees,
N.P.R.A., and others are in the
process of coming into existence.
~ Visitation is returning to
the dining room area. This was
a major issue from the beginning.
‘Warden Mullens took a stand, one
prisoners can appreciate. Visits
are the "only" family ties a pri-
scner has with the outside world.
Congenial visitaticn is permitted
now, but in the near future we
hope conjugal visitation will be
possible. Conjugal visitation
is - the only way tc keep a married
prisoner's family together.

* A grievance committe (Inmates
Adv1sory Board) was sponsored by
N.P.R.A. at the warden S request.
Telephones for prlsoner—=ponsorea

“organizations and a phone in an
area accessible to any prlsoner
wishing to make a telephone call

" were installed. Offices were
made available to the Jaycees,
NPRA, and Afro-American Society;

“Classification.Counselors have

' _offices "inside" the prison.

- (For further information please

contact Jan Slickman, Executive
Director, American Civil Lilker-
ties Union, 55 Eddy St., Preovi-
dence, Rhode Island at 831-7171)

(The First Circuit Court cf Ap-
peals covers R.I., Mass., N.H
and Maine.--Ed.)

A

P N e g e
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Arrest That Car

Well, we've heard every- '
thing now. After reading the
following article, reprinted
from the Burlington Free Press
in Vermont (Feb. 14, 1974),
we figure no one is safe from
being put in jail or prison.
Read it and see what you think.

A bill under which an au-
tomobile could be arrested and
convicted for transporting drugs
--or for potentially transport-
ing drugs--is expected to be ap-
proved :soon by the Vt. House
Judiciary Committee. '

Committee Chairman Timothy
O'Connor, D.-Brattleboro, said
his committee has finished hear-

- ing testimony on the bill, spon-

sored by Rep. Roy Vance, R.-Dan-
ville, and probably vote it out
shortly.

O'Connor said he has some
"personal reservations" about
the bill, but expects his com-
mittee will approve it.

The committee heard leng-
thy testimony in support of the
bill from William Lenck, Assis-
tant Chief Counsel to the U.S.
Drug Enforcement Administration
in Washington.

Lenck is in charge of ad-
ministering a similar law on the
federal level.

He told the committee the
Vermont leglslatlon would work
1like thls

VPSC on
Hos p1,ta1'

Despite the thousand other thlngs

that afflict this cesspool, our
hospital and the misuse thereof
ranks as criminal. Presently it~
is used to house so-called "pro-
tective custody" prisoners and
some who continue to "act out".
In a sane prison (should there
exist one) these former would be
placed somewhere other than in
someone else's sickbed; the lat-
ter, at a state hospital.  Here
sick inmates are denied access

to their own hospital; they are
forced to lie in their cells.

There is also a serious question

6f the caliber of help we are for-

ced to use.’

The practlce of false entries on
a prisoner's medical record is
_not uncommon. - This was found out
" to be a fact, even if the discov-
ery was an accident. A serious,
deep reaching investigation must

begin at once. The VPSC deplores

these conditioms.

Give the hospital back to those
that are sick. Find other fac-
ilities for the so-called "p.c."

Give us competent help and treat-
ment.

Yours in the struggle,

Dennis Allen
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--A police officer, if he
feels an automobile has been us-
ed for transporting illegal dr-

‘ugs, or that somebody intends to

use it for that reason, literally

" arrests the automobile. The ar-

rest warrant is placed under the

windshield wiper.

, --The officer informs the

operator of the automobile of

the arrest, then seizes the ve-

hicle and places it in storage.
--The car is inventoried

by state police and personal
- property is removed from it.

--Notification is then
sent to the registered owner of
the car, and to.the bank or
other lienholders, that the car
has been seized and the state
intends to proceed with a legal
process known as "forfeiture".

--The owner of the car, or
any other person with a legiti-
mate claim to it, would have 10
days to formally protest the ac-
tions.

--In order to protest,,the
owner would have to place a $250 -

" bond on the vehicle.-

--After -placing the bond,
the owner would go to court and
he would have the burden of proof
to show that he should be able
to get his car back.

- -=If no protest is made
within 10 days, the car is auto-

the. cars driven by undercover a-
gents would be '"the kinds of ve-
hicles that drug violators use."
He said the bill is suppor-
ted enthusiastically by banks and
other lending institutions--which
would get their money back--and
"the only person you hurt is the

_violator, the bad guy."

The biggest advantage, he
said, is that if state police fe-
els a person is violating the drug

" laws, they can seize his automo-

bile even if they cannot prove him
guilty in a court of law.

" The car can be seized "be-
fore, after or without" the arr-
est of thHe individual involved,
he said, and if there is an ar-.
rest, the car can be kept by the
state even if the person is prov-
en innocent.

"The action against the car
is unrelated to any action‘again-
st the individual,'" he said.

One member of the committee,
Rep. Richard Cleveland, R.-North-
field, objected that an innocent
person could lose his automobile
under: the procedure. ~

As an example, he said a
parole officer might offer a ride -
to a client who had a past- record,
of drug conviction.: .

The parole officer' s car co=i
uld be seized, he said, on the .
grounds~Lhat the officer knew sof .
the passenger S past criminal re—l
cord—-even_lf he had no idea the

‘passenge wWas carrylng a drug at

the tlme. ,1'w

/

0
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matically forfeited, and becomes

the property of the state.
—--The court case would be

.agalnst the automobile, with an

official designation such as "S-

ate of Vermont vs. 1969 Oldsmobile".

--To get the car back, the
owner would have to prove that he
had no knowledge that it p0551b—
ly could have been used for crim-
inal purposes, or that the car
itself was "innocent".

--Once a car is forfeited,
the state could either sell it
or use it for other purposes. In

"either case, the state would pay

to the bank or lienholder the a-
mount still owed on the car. '
Lenck said a major benefit
of the law is- that the state nar-
cotics division could obtain,
free or for low cost, vehicles
for use in undercover work.
This can make their work
more effective, he said, because. -

NEPA NEWS

Lenek:agreed that in such a
case--especially if the officer

‘was officially off duty--he would -
have no chance of gettlng his car’

back.

0'Connor suggested some ch-
anges mlght be made in the bill
"to take care of the innocent per-
son" before it is reported on the
House floor.

However, he said, the state

“is taking a "get tough" attitude

toward drug offenders, and '"this
may be one of the answers to Ver- -

mont's enforcement problems."

He said if a person can prove
in court that the car could not

. have been used for transporting

drugs, that the car was stolen,

. or that he had no knowledge that .

a passenger had a criminal record,

he should be able to retrieve the
car.
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Anita Wells: Experiences
of a Juvenile Offender =

interview by Shelley Cooper Neill

When I was sixteen I was arrested
in Lawrence, for running away. I
was thrown in a regular jail, and
I can remember the guards coming
down to my cell. Because I was a
runaway and from out of state
they take for granted that you've
been out 'whoring' on the streets.
They'd say: '"we're gonna rape
you, we're gonna rape you."

.—fhey really said that?

Yes. When I was brought to court
(I think something has to be done
about Juvenile Courts) I had no
legal representation at all. ’
They brought a priest in and I'm
not even Catholie! I don't know
where he came from.

They didn't provide you with a
public defender?

No. Not when I was sixteen. It's
up to your parents.

Did they contact your parents?

It was parents who szgned to have'

me arrested fbr runnzng away

Did your»parents realize that.when
they had you arrested that there

home. It's automatic.

was a possibility of your geing
to jail for being an 'incorrigea-
ble child' or because you were a

runaway? Did they understand you K

could serve a jail sentence?-

Your parents have to sign permit
papers to have you picked up,

that's a law. When you're arres-
ted, you're brought to-a detention

What kind of sentence were you

- given?

30 days, it's not dctuaZZy‘aisen;

tence, that's another thing about

Juvenile Court, you're placed there

at the courts' discretion. And
30 days is just a 'trial period'-
where they study you and then they
determine whether they want to

keep you or what to do with you.

You have no serLdetermenation at

all.

How did YOur parents feel once

~~ they realized you were going to
. spend time in jail?

They tried to cop a plea. They
said: "You did it to yourself,
we've sorry you have to go to jail
but it's your own fault."

VThey didn't feel any responsibil-
ity for what had happened?

My mother did, some. For over a
year I had been telling them I was
gonna leave. She still thought

Jatl was the only good thtng they

could do for me.

Dld they visit you while you were
in jail?

Yes.

What would you talk about?

Had I reformed, Had I changed&gi
life, do I 'see the light'?

felt that what had always been
was right. . Everyone grows up in
their hometown, they stay there,
marry there,and die therve. And
anything I said contradictory to
that they just could not underst-

More News f rom SCAR

Trask

As many of you mlght know,

Dan Trask is running. for..Governor.

He has asked us to help him. It _
should be noted that most, if not
all of his campaign committee is
made up of SCAR -members inside and
out. (Although we on the outside
as a body haven't really made a '
decision yet.) -
In a nutshell ‘here are the

facts on which to base a decision.
Trask needs 4-6000 signatures to

- run on the "Poor Peoples Party

platform. This, if we decide to:“
do it could be done relatlvely ea-

sily but still would have an ef—>‘Jv'

fect on our work. -The important :
issues that have been raised are:

Is this campaign an att-
empt to bring exposure to the pri-
son? If so, is that a good tac-
tic but we should know in advance
March ="

so that we can gear ourselves o=

ward that. -If however, the idea

~is to construct a serious effort,
not at winning the. Governorship,

which couldn't be done, but at-
educating people generally as to
the nature of the total system,
etc., then we should know that
also.

If the latter is the 1nten-v
tion then many 1nterest1ng pos-
sibilities arise around the is-
sue of forming a third party.  Ad-
mittedly, the -time is right and '
more people than us are ready.
This is something that we should
‘all be thinking about. How much -

.-do we want to get 1nvolved in this

effort?
A platform is presently belng
developed in Thomaston. Anyone

- ‘who has thoughts on this should

write to Gus Heald Box A, Thomas—
ton, Maine. - « : : :
NEPA NEWS -

kids to get out.

and. - It's Just Llike the police,
Judges, and lawyers now: anything
contrary to what's already been
'established', is already on the .=~
books is just automatically re-
 Jected and assumed to be wrong,

and then dealt wzth

When you were in jail were you-
treated as an adult or as a child
by the guards and the- jail admin-
istrators?

The attitude on their part is you
are wrong. There is no question
about that. They were the 'guar-

 dian light' and would show you the

true and correct way.
there to help you.

They were

How were they going to do that?

They wouZd tell you what was right

and you better believe it, you do
what they say or face the fact that
Yyou were gonna stay in jail until

“you conformed to their ways. Ybu—

're in there until they say you'-
re good and can get out. The kids
im there know that. There are
kids doing 6 months for truancy!
Depending on. the parents who have.
to say, "We want our child back."
Well some parents don't want their
- Some parents say,
"They're no good, leave them there
this is good for them, it'll teach
them a lesson they won't forget.'._

This. is the flrst of a two part
article based on Anita's exper-
iences as.a juvenile offender.
The second part will run. next
month., :

Bangor

Bob Whipple and Roger The-
berge of the Bangor SCAR chapter
have been making much headway in
the last few months working in
the Penobscot County Jail. Re-=
cently, a new, -independent chap-
ter was Tormed inside the Jail,
the first SCAR chapter ever in
a county Jjail ‘and the first pri-

. soner organization of any kind -

in a county jail in the state of
Maine. SCAR has access to the
jail, can meet with the intermal
group, and has been able to bring
in outside entertainment such as
rock groups.

The work now is centering on
a proposed two-day symposium, for
the public, which has been under-
written by a 1000 dollar grant
from the University.

- Page 19
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- Model Education Program

by Larry Dye, School

of Education, U. Mass., Amherst
(Ex-prisoner/Professor Larry

Dye is directing a model educa-

_tion program for prisorers. We
-believe this program is import-

ant enough to present its out-
line in detail.-ed.)

The Model Educational Rebab—
ilitation Program presents a
comprehensive model for the edu-
cational rehabilitaticn of pri-
soners which provides a wide
range of resources for new ser-
vice delivery programs for the
corrections field. Implicit in
the development of the model pro-
gram is the active participation
of prisoners, officers, correc-
tional administrators, faculty
and students in shared responsi-
bility and decision-making roles.

At the invitation of the ad-
ministration of the Berkshire Co-
unty House of Correction in Pi-
ttsfield, the Univ. of Mass. is
now coordinating the develcpment -
of the model program. Faculty"
members, students, administra-

" tors and correctional officers
have begun the task of re-defin-

ing institutional- goals, re-dir-
ecting existing rescurces and
developing new resources--all
with the intent of destroying

the artificial differences which®
separate the prisoner from socie-
tyand providing the prisoner
with the resources‘necessary to

" make a successful transition into

8001ety
A six month plannlng effort,

now in progress, is funded by the
National Institute of Education's

Fund for the Improvement of Post--

‘Secondary Education. Participa-

ting in the planning is a Nation-
al Advisory Board ccmprised of
representatives from the parti-
cipating agencies, representa- -
tives of the local community, na- .

‘tionwide experts in the field of

corrections, prisoners and offi-
cers. The National Adviscry Bo-
ard's composition is designed

nct only. tc help implement the‘ N
program in the locality, but al-
so to enhance the feasibility of
replicating the program else-
where in the future.

GENERAL TROGRAM CHARACTERISTICS

An educational rehabilitation
program geared toward the pri-
soner must begin where he is, be
able to provide the various re-
medial and support services he
requires, and must make an at-
tempt to make the transfer to sc-
ciety a success. There are at .
least ten areas on which a pro-
gram must focus in order to pro-
vide a meaningful support system:

1) Creating a viable staff
climate. Co-equal involvement of
project personnel, officers and

‘prisoners will bridge the exist-
- ing barriers of mistrust and

lack of communication. The de-
velopment of the model will be

‘planned by staff, officers and

prisoners.
2) A selection process that -

-involves staff, officers-and’

prisoners.  No two persons will "

_be found at the same level of so- . -
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cietal” adjustment The basic mo-
del of Synanon and Alcoholics An-
onymous--to begin with people
where they are and work with them
by providing increasing responsi-
bility through participation--
will be the starting point for
developing selection strategies.
3) Individualized educational
and training programs. Implicit
here are diagnostic services to
determine necessary remedial and
tutorial services. The Mass. Re-
habilitation Commission will pro-
vide instruction for G.E.D. cer-

- tificates; the University of

Mass.'s University Without Walls

' . Frogram of highly individualized

programs of undergraduate study

‘will provide B.A. or B.S. pro-

grams; graduate programs for
Master's and Doctoral degrees
will be provided by American In-

‘ternatlonal College and U Mass.,»

R

by Alex Kuhkoff

- programs for A88001ate Degrees )

will be coordinated by Berksnlre
Communlty College; vocational

programs will be explored.accord-' =

ing to the needs of -the prisoners.
Programs are geared to the needs
of participants, net the require-
ments:of the educational insti-
tutions. - Study release, work re-
lease and furlecugh options for
prisoners are an integral part

“.of this. program, - as is a Summer

Training Institute for correc-
tional admlnlctrators across the
nation. :

) Developlng placement strat-

“egies that allow exploraticn of

new career cpportunities, educa-
tional opportunities or vocati-

~onal orientatiomns.

5) Developing support servi-
ces, such as general health ser-
vices, dental care, visicn and
hearing care, social and psychi-.

‘atric counselling, which are cur-

rently provided by the institu-

- tion and the Mass. Rehabilita-

tion Commission; and those ser-
vices open to students of the |
sponsoring educaticnal institu-.
tions, such as special recrea—'
tional programs, counselllng ser-
vices. and other. student °upport

.serv1ces. - Pre-and. post—release’

NEPA NEWS

Sale?

programs, halfway houses and
.drug rehabilitation programs are
intended. .Legal, social, em-
ployment, financial and residen-
tial advocacy .programs are cen-
tral to support services.

6) Developing vocational a-
wareness programs. Career lines
must be explored and developed to

. optimize the prisoner's mobility

in- society. .
7) Developing community sup-
port at the outset. There is no
pretense that this program does
not have a percentage of calcula-

ted risk. A supporting advisory

group committed to the program's
success, and a positive public
and media relations program are
essential for community support.
8) Continuing normal mainten-
ance functions, such as building
maintenance, detention functions

~and agricultural programs.

-9) Developing shared decision-
making will provide participants
with the skills necessary to de-
fine institutional goals further,
develop planning. documients and
proposals, and funa programs to
be run internally. R

10) By design, creating.ah»ed—
ucational laboratory setting;
which will provide continuing da-
ta on educational programs and
support systems. :

The program will provide up -
to 100 participant slots. Indi-.
vidual participation is to be

determined by a selection commit-"

tee that shall be at least 50%

prisoners. . In . its selection- pro-

cess, the: Program -will allow for
administrative- transfer torthe
Berkshire institution of ‘any -
prisoner eligible under the law.
It will experiment with new tea-
cher/learner .roles and design and
implement models for correction-
al advocacy .in at least the fol-
lowing areas: Legal, Policy, So-
cial, Employment, Financial.and
Residential. It will :also de-
velop a program for public ed-
ucation to increase community
understanding and for develop-
ing strategies to cope with
problems that may occur.

Special projects and project
compeonents are: the public re-
lations function, which includes
external information programs:
and a Speakers' Bureau; the edu-
cation-release, work -release and
furlough programs; the co- educa-
tional nature of all in-house
programs held at .the Berkshire
institution; expanding the pre-
sent- computer access to. include
training programs in'computer
languages and programming:; and
linking the institution to the
educational programming of the
community television system and
those of the colleges and Univer-
sity.

Additional support for pro-

~-gram operation is being provided

by the Shaw Foundation, which is
supporting the continued involve-
ment of five former University of
Massachusetts. students who were
voluntarily incarcerated at:the
Berkshire facility for 90 days
during -the Summer of 1973,
During that . time, ‘the: 'students
began. to develop programs with
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"The law as it is now constituted
serves only to maintain the law-
yers and to encourage the rich to

~oppress the poor."

--Oliver Cromwell (1650)

Responsive
Psychology

The Center for Responsive
Psycheclogy has announced the
publication of a newsletter
SOCIAL ACTION AND THE LAW,

which will translate and compile
social science research for

use by people in the legal ,
correctional and judicial
fields. Edited by Professor
Robert Buckhoute, Brooklyn Col-
lege, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11210:
$5/year, $2 for students,

free to prleoners.

Rad1ca1 H1stor1ans Course

At a Midwest Radical Histor-
ians' Conference in Chicago,
Nov. 3 one woyxkshop was devo—
ted to prison education.

Some of those present had
been in prisons and others
were providing literature on -
Afro-American history to pri-
soners across the country.
Out of it grew this committee --
a. general cross section of
social dissidence -- to arrange
for a Correspondence Course in
Labor History for Women.and
Men in Prison.:We have found
out that there: is an audience
behind walls anxious for ‘this
- material and ready to share
it with fellow convicts.

- Education

- the prisoners of the Berkshire

County House of Correction; 81nce

their release, they have contin-
ued to work with the prisoners at
the institution, assisting them
to acquire the resources needed
for a broad range of programs.
Prisoners are currently in-
volved in the devolpment of a
wide variety of programs. A
group of sixrprisohers have
volunteered their time at the
Belchertown State School, where
they are exploring career options
in the allied mental health pro-
fessions. There have been pro-
posals for researching all drug-
treatment and 1nrormatlon pro-

grams available ln correctional '

facilities across the country,
proposals to train prisoners to
work as counselors- for incarcer-
ated youths, ‘and proposals for a
variety of academic and vocation-
al programs. Prisoners have ‘met
at length Wlth the members of
the program s National “Advisory
Board to discuss their needs and
program. ideas. :

T Prlsoners' interest and hopes
~are hlgh The program has begun
to experience the flrst real in-.

" ‘dicators. of potentlal success—-;;i

'prlsoners released from custody

ifidurlng the plannlng of the pro-

gram are comlng back to the.
nstltutlon, not :as prlsoners, .
‘but as.. volunteers.

March

First we‘con31dered asking
scholars. to write 50 lesson
-papers ranging from "Labor -
in the American Revolution"
to "Labor Issues of the 1970's",
and then mimeographing the
material. For many in prison
the texts have to be in the
simplest words and short
sentences. We realize that:
many outside of prison need
the labor story told the same
way. So why not plan a monthly
magazine to run for twelve
issues only, each issue con-
taining 4 lessons? A bound vol-
ume of the 12 would be a popo-
lar history of American workers .
and thelr struggles. We hope_

NEPA NEWS

to have each lesson prepared
by someone with special know-

"ledge of that topic, and,

for those currently out of
jail who do go to libraries,
a good list of recommended
readings at the end of each.
Our committee plans to meet
the need in this area even
if it means mimeographing
lessons for a few hundred
prisoners. But with a bit of
cooperation a much better
job can be done, serving many
outside of jail also. We
first take this high aim and

‘ask your help gettlng it off

the ground.

Can you help us spread
the idea?

Can you help write or shape
portions of the project?

Can you interest others in
it? ' C
Can you.add toc our contacts
behind bars? _

Can you help make it of

‘use to workers outslde of

jail?

Can you help get academic
sponsorship (not necessarily
funding) so we will have less
interferénce from wardens?

Can you suggest college or
union facilities that might
help with mailing or provide
other technical assistance?

Can you impress on union
officers that this is a
beneficial idea for unions
and for all of us?

Can you suggest where we
‘can get the money to publish
twelve issues of a 48 page
magazine, building an inven-
tory of past issues to sell
later separately or as bound
volumes; proceeds to go to a
pro-assigned related purpose,
all on a non-profit basis.

Hoping to hear from you,
audaciously" yours,

Prisoners' Labor History

‘Committee -

Leonard M. Calabrese, Secretary
History Dept.,. Harris Hall
Northwestern University
Evanston, 'I11l. 60201
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GUARDIAN KNIGHT

Drifting softly along winding baékways,
misty - shrouded lanes

of my night I give to you the stars of my cocnsciousness deeping
and of my sorrow here the sweetest gain ’ Surrounding clcse the ease of pain:

my scorn of all its' pain.

and out of hell beyond its iron bars-

guardian knight.
Mail of black towards whom my vengeance grows.

-A.E. Tearless knight beware; your hour is drawing.
At your feet I'll no longer grovel nor claw
Nor again will you spit upon me unheeding.
; -Jawn R. Fellows
i Hillsborough Cty. Jail
; Manchester,
4 N.H. 03103
%
| i \
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ideation-
' "behavioural modification
for disruptive inmates'-
Meskill (Rep-Conn),
o Mel Thomson, ’

NH Nixon outlook, T
Nixon ticket-
‘ abject consideration
approval of drugs
via State Hospital
usual Thorazine practice
dope 'em
disguise 'em,
as functioning-
ping pong,
television whatever
NH alienated- County Court House
' nonsense as in my adolescent
exposures to right wing
jail techniques in
pro-Nixon majority land
politics of situations
oot or survival as
; the situation-
| crime as an alternative to
’ corporate statehood,
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'shake down in the streets

self-committed slavery
to blue cross, credit ratings,
records, ' )

TIME

total hypocrisy--of -outside press
gang striving to promote
free speech,
just talking
public broadcasts ignored

Clang slam
-screéch bam - -~ --
steel on steel
brick an' blocks
brim with hate
clenched fist

loud mouth
7
STATEHOOD- no care
the New England bad fare

Governors together on
behaviour modification

as alternatives to riots
quelling, their expensive
tear/gas shotgun brigades?
and brothers the streets

manners: unknown
pick to the bone
- poke, punch
- stab pinch
do your time '’
it's a cinch

-are always quiet, the

words are always silent
always read.

-Peter Bertolette
February 1974

NEPA NEWS , o March



AT THE PRISON

All day
A kind of nlght leaks in,
A dark water streaming
Down high windows, staining
Scabbed walls, filling shoes under bunks
And the chest cavities of men
Who are carrying their bodies
. Back and forth -

and up and down
Stone stairs.

Through the Eye, through
The whore locks, )
The knacker's wheedling whisper floats
Smelling of cold metal, pigfat,
Cold semen, excrement; it rides echoes
Into corners, into each
Screweye, each dark shoe,
Descends bone ladders
Into the chest of men
Carrying their bodies
Back and forth,
in and out
Of nightmares.,

All night outside .

There is no world but rain

Driving through the searchlights
Lashing the zinc-ribbed

" Leaden dome.

In the attic of the governor

A stuffed dog comes- allve,
Leaps snapping e REE
* At the snared hare T
Hanging frozen
Out of reach.
o --Sheldon Flory
Providence, R.I.

A LAMENT FOR CHIDICCK TICHBORNE

When I-was young - P

I trespassed my glories =
‘barbwired against my ad :thood
“the prec10us AittlesT -had
and cast it 'down in one lump. sum
in darkness to ‘what lay ahead.

YESTERDAY

Yesterday I did the same thlng
1 did for 4,000 days.

I spent my time doing time

in the neglected hallways

of my master's' house.

Cobwebs spin spiders in"ﬁy'hééd;-~“-
and “trap no flies.

Rabbits run wildly domesticated
and breed no youngin.

Elephant tusks are made of copper;
someone once rigged a-still

. and made gallons and gallons and
gallons of green beef stew

and fed it to us for supper.

Striped tigers assault non-striped
tigers, mno violence here

these tigers have no teeth

and only gum edch other

in the nooks and crannies

of the -square concrete building.

Little old ladies carry machine guns

spitfing out rules and regulations
killing everyone
with wad after wad of emaciated tampoons.

-Norman Porter

March

shark,

13‘Slsters or N E.P.AL,,
. "We extend our warm fraterndl
greetlngs and spirit to you,
‘ ;on;Women's~Day and always.

John‘Yance§
Richard Wil@ins
N.H.

"We are in the Belly of the
and the question of
whether or not to gut the

shark is academic.
clearly a question. of method."-

It is

Hermino Rios

Venceremos ,

- Jaan Laamarmn
Roger Boberg

state priscn

Love does. not stop,
Because of bars.

It transfuses

All the stages

In a variety of men.
Heart to heart

Its messages send.
Spirit to spirit
None ‘knows the end.
Who can rehearse
Each stray curse?

Who can prepare

The course so complete
So flawlessly smooth
That does not include
The suffering soul?
Who can admit

No .sin °

Could never
Understand a man.

June Finan.
Cranston, R.I.
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For my Brothers and Sisters

Until victory
Until the last, the very last
of us has stopped bleeding.
Until the last of our broken needs
has been mended.
Until the last of us has risen
strong and sturdy to our feet.
Until victory '
I reach for your hand
That we may go this way together.
That our strengths might intertwine
Our fears be soothed,
Our loves grow stronger.
That we might know each other,
Touch each other,
Love each other,
And curselves,
And our common struggle
With ocur lives.
Until victery,
‘Let me be with you,
And please,
please,
Be with me.
-Sally Schofield
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Join N

by Monty Neill

ou will see on our front page
-ii?iogos that NEPA is an organiz-
ation of prisoners, ex-prisoners
and supporters. As such, we have
members representing the different
groups. While NEPA began as a
coalition organization with a
number of ‘different prison-re-
form groups as participants, NEPA
is now also a mass—membershlp or-
ganization.

As a result of NEPA belng both
a coalition and a membership org--
anization, we operate in the fol-
lowing way. Already existing or
newly formed organizations, whe-
ther they go-by the name NEPA or
not, are semi-autonomous organiz-
ations. On the one hand they a-.
gree to the policies and programs

- of NEPA outlined in the state-

ment of purpose, participate in
NEPA policy making and participa-
te in what NEPA works on. as New-
England-wide actions; on the oth-=
er hand, the separate organiza-
tions work in-their own dreas,
define and act: on their own most
immediate problems.

Should an individual join- NEPA
he/she either joins oné~of our

affiliate organizations and/or

joins NEPA directly, dependlng
on wheter there exists an active
NEPA affiliate in the area in ,
which the new member lives. For
example, in Maine an interested
person either inside the prlson
or outside the prison would join
SCAR; a prisoner in Walpole or
Cranston would join the NPRA. “A
person in Connecticut or New Ha-

‘mpshire would join NEPA directly,

and as the number of such per-
sons expands a new chapter of NE-
PA will be  formed.

The reasons for ]Olnlng NEPA
.and the activities in which a
member would then engage not only
differ from state to state but, .. .
more important, also depend on
whether one is inside or outside.
In order to deal clearly with
both why:one should join NEPA
and how to join and create new
chapters, I will divide the proc--
ess in three areas: prisoners,
ex-prisoners, and supporters.

PRISONERS

I\/]cst prisons in New England.

have -a recognized organization,
usually termed an "Inmates Counc-
11" or an."Inmates Grievance Com-
mittee." In some prisons these
groups have a good deal of stren-
gth and are viewed with respect
by the prison administration; in
other joints these committees
are attempting to be strong but
are subject to the disrespect and
constant manipulation of the ad-
ministration; in still other cas-
es the committees are simply
front groups for the warden.

But all the prisons, regard-
less of the status of these co-
uncils,. are marked by the desire
of the prisoners for self-deter-
mination, for a real voice in the

‘running of and the structure of

the prison. However, the tactics
necessary to establish these go-
als varies from joint to joint
depending on the strength of the -
already existing organizations.
Page 2 .

It is not the desire of NEPA,
nor would it be a rational pol-
icy -for NEPA to determine what
steps a specific prison popula-
tion should take in gaining str-

- ength and recognition. We do

feel that, based on our observat-

~ ions and experiences, we can es-

tablish some general statements.
1) Prisoners who already have
a strong organization that is vi-
ewed with respect by the adminis-
tration should affiliate with NE-
PA (the reasons for prisoner aff-
iliation with NEPA will follow in
this article.) This can be done
by the existing organization sta-

‘ting that they will , via a mech-

anism of their own determlnatlon,

lwork with NEPA.

thod of strengthenlng the organ-
"ization's stand in relation to
the administration.

3) Should the case be that, as

yet, no solid, pro-prisoner org-
anization exists,‘we recommend .
that attempts to form such a

_group be made at once (if none

are) and that any attempts be a
part of NEPA.

Yhe questions that immediately

I arise from these statements
are "Why NEPA?" and "How will NE-
PA help us succeed?"

First, NEPA believes that in
unity is strength. This unity
can only come through the volun-
tary participation of its mem-_
bers. The form of this partici-
pation must-ensure the self-dir-
ection of the different organiza-
tions. Yet NEPA is also aware
that though the specific, immed-
iate needs vary from prison to
prison, and though the tactics
needed likewilse vary, the fact
remains that the essential reali-
ty of prison is the same in every
prison. The demand for self-de-
termination as the key to change
is the basis for struggle in every
prison. With this as the frame-
work, unity in New England be-
comes both necessary and possible.

Second, NEPA is the only pri-
soner organization that exists
throughout New England. Though

NEPA NEWS

- our strength varies state to sta-

te at this time, we do have at
least a presence in each state.
The antagonism exhibited by pri-
son authorities to. NEPA, partic-
ularly in those states where au-
tonomous prisoner organizations
are least developed, stands as
eloguent testimony to the stren-
gth NEPA has developed in the re-
gion.

Third, the method of struggle,
the forms of organization NEPA
sees as most promising have been
demonstrated throughout the cou-
ntry as the most effective. That
is 1) the creation of an inside
organizationy 2) the creation of
an outside organization; and 3)
the joining of the two organiz-
ations through an inside/outside
Board of Directors and common
membership as the organizational
framework with which to create
change. The NPRA chapters in
Walpole and Cranston and SCAR
in Maine are three examples in

_New England of the effective-

ness of this method.
is form of organization of--

fers many advantages: 1) It o-
pens the prison to outside per-
sons (court decisions, such as
NPRA v. Sharkey, ---F. Supp---—
(DRI, C.A. No. 4884) have upheld
the right of prisoners to form
inside/outside organlzatlons )
2) Through the immediate contact
developed through a unlfled org-.
anization the outside can respond
clearly and effectively to ‘the '
stated needs of the inside. 3) By
this unified structure the gener-

~ al public is forced.to recognize . . .

that this organization and only -
this.. organlzatlon represents the
prlsoners

minal justice and prison systems
must work through one organization
rather than through different,

:::; perhaps competing, inevitably o-
. Verlapplng -and effort-duplicat-

ing organizations. 4)A solid out-

side organization, in which all -
prison change efforts .on the out-

side are centered, enables the-

~outside to present the strongest

support for the people on the in-
side in whatever efforts the peo-
ple on the inside deem necessary.

For those prisons that do not
have such an organization NEPA
strongly recommends that such or-
ganizational form be adopted and
offers whatever help it can pro-
vide, regardless of the name
chosen, the form of degree of af-
filiation with NEPA, or the form
of specific organizational de—
tails. v

ow should this be done? Again

he specific form varies from
joint to joint, but again certain
general suggestions may be made.

1) Form an organization. Whe-=
re no strong organization aliready
exists.a NEPA chapter would be
the best bet (for all of the a-
bove outlined reasons.) ‘

2) Sign up the prison popula-
tion as NEPA members; send names
to us and keep a copy of the mem-

bership in the prison; we will

send copies of NEPA NEWS to all
NEPA members in the Jjoint.

3) When a solid majority of
the prisoners support NEPA sev-

March
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Join NEPA

eral options are available: a)
hold an election to determine the
sole bargaining agent for the
prisoners, as did NPRA in Walpole,
or b) have NEPA members elected
to the "Inmates Council" as NEPA
affiliate SCAR recently did. in
Thomaston where the prisoners
elected a new Council, all of

~ whose members are now SCAR nom-
inees. In either case the result
is the same: the NEPA chapter be-
comes the prisoners' recognized
organization for dealing with the
administration and pushing for
change.

4) Affliiate with an outside
organization or chapter of NEPA
(we must create one where none
now exists), create a joint board

- of directors and begin holding
inside/outside meetings to deter-

- mine specific .goals and the stra-

~tegy - -and tactlcs necessary to im-
plement those goals. :

In ‘'summary, what has proven e-
ffective in the recent past, and
‘what holds the greatest promise
of growth, is for prisoners to

istration) organizations with in--
side and outside branches.  We .of
NEPA feel we are in the best pos-
ition of any organization in New
England  to assist in this process.
We offer our support, and we en-
 courage you to affiliate with
us under our statement of purpose
and goals with the understanding
of the necessity of local autono-
my. - B
‘ EX-PRISONERS.

’ I he ex—cons, of all persons on

”tal necessary and powerful arm of -
‘a. prlsoner/prlsoner support -org-
anization.--In-the reallty of Am- -

rgely a prisoner through pardle

. restrictions, the possibility of
parole,vlolatlon,‘the constant
reality of a conviction haunting
job applications, the denial of
~civil rights such as the right
to vote, the very: knowledge one
has. of hav1ng been pehind bars,

and the knowledge that one is,

in fact a com.

The majorlty of ‘NEPA's outside
membership is ex-prisoners. In
the sort of inside/outside org-
anization outlined above it is -
the ex-con who should be the lea-
dership of the outside arm. In

" fact, the strongest possibility
of a solid outside organization
depends directly on the leader-

are the people on the outside
who truly understand what it mea-
ns to live behind bars.

NEPA calls on ex-cons to join
us, to take out membership in NE-
PA. TFor the inside/outside type
of organlzatlon to be effective
a strong outside is necessary.
Experience teaches us that it is
the ex-prisoner who can best cre-
ate the outside arm of the organ-
ization. Hence the ex-cons role
is clear wherever he/she lives:
to establish contacts with those
'still held prisoner; to build co-
mmunity support and educate the
community at large; to create
the outside arm-of the organiza-
tion.
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create autonomous (from “the admin-

erica an ex-prisoner is still la-

- ship of ex-prisoners, for they a o

~

the outside, are the_most v1t—-w?f~

i

NEPA not only deals With'fhése““"”

still in prison, but also has as
a goal the many changes in socie-
ty needed to restore an ex-con to
full human and civil rights. As
it is true that the con can best

articulate the realities of: being

a prisoner, it is likewise true
that the ex-con can best expose
the reality of the injustices so-
ciety imposes on the ex-prisoner.

> -‘# :

drawisg by K., Keates

SUPPORTERS
'IsJEPA defines a "supporter" as

a person who is not a con or
an ex-con, but who agrees with
the goals and practices of NEPA

"and is willing to join prisoners
and ex-prisoners in their strug-
gles. While it is true that, as
stated above, NEPA recognizes that
leadership in the struggle will .
come primarily from prisoners and
ex-prisoners, it is by no means
true that NEPA expects "support-

~ers" to be passive followers of
orders.

Leadership falls on those who
work the hardest, who have the
best ideas and can best implement
the ideas. But the idea of lead-
ership is secondary to the reali-
ty that for our struggle to be
successful we must all work to-
gether. The best ideas are usua-
1ly collective ideas, and practi-
ce teaches us that we all contri-
bute to the struggle. NEPA en-
courages sharp debate and strong
discussion. The overwhelming re-
ality of our common goals keeps
us unified in the face of our di-
ffering strategies and tactics,
and we understand that only thro-
ugh debate, discussion and criti-
cism can we clarify our best
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" strategies and tactiecs. Only in
this way can our unity be a unity
of strong practice and not the u-
nity of mouthing a common slogan.

For the prisoner movament to
attain its goals we must have
mass community suppecet.

neighbor who is a NEPA supporter
‘before he/she will listen to a
con or an ex-con. Because more
‘persons have not been imprisoned
than have been imprisoned the po-
tential number of supporters far
exceeds the number of potential
NEPA cons and ex-cons.

The specific tasks &6f support-
ers is largely the same &s that
of ex~-cons: establish .contact
with those on the inside, sup-
‘port them in whatever way possib-
le, help create outside organi-
zations, help create inside/out-
side unity, and educate and org-
anize the general public.

... SUMMARY ) ,
NEPA is a young organization.
. s such we are not only inex-
perienced in many ways, but we
are- also few in numbers. The
course of the struggle will give
us experience, but it takes1you
to join us to, give us numbers.
Though we are young, NEPA and
‘its affiliates such as NPRA, SCAR,
Prisoner Community Centers and
diverse support.groups, clearly
constitute the prisoner/prisoner
support organization in New Eng-
- land. To join NEPA we ask two
things: 1) That you agree with
© our statement of purpose and
.- goals and 2) that you will work
" with us. In return we .offer our
support, our unalterable commit-

An "out--
sider! may well listen to his/her’

#ms?‘mmentmané@? e e
unlty is strength and in strength
is v1ctory.

.~ Our tasks are many: to elimin-
3 ate the incredible discretionary-
powers wielded by every branch

and stage of the criminal justice -

system, laws, police enforcement,
courts, prisons, parole, etc.j; to

change the class nature and class -

".bias of the criminal justice sys-
tem that sees Agnew walk away af-
ter being guilty of corrupting
our very government and George
‘Jackson die in prison for being
found guilty of robbing less than
$80; to abolish prisons, those
human warehouses of brutality
that accomplish no constructive
social ends; .and to meet every
detail, every step on the way to
these goals, to work day by day,
plece by piece, to educate,org-
anize and change till success is
‘ours. B ’ e

Join NEPA. Fill out the mem-
bership application and mail it

.to us. If you have thoughts on
this article, criticisms, encour-
agement, suggestions, send them
to us. Our growth and our vic-
tory depends on your input.

-If you are in Maine, send your
membership to SCAR, 374 Fore St.,
Portland, ME. 04111, and your pa-
per sub to us.
Maine, send both to us.

If you are not in .

"The degree of civilization in a
society can be judged by entering
its prisons.'--Fyodor Dostoyevsky
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" Legal Objections to Curran

.by Fred Findling

ast November, William Curran,

Lee Professor of Legal Medi-
cine at Harvard and his front out-
fit, "Socio-Technical Systems As-

sociates" published a 19 page doc- .

ument known as Summary and Recomme-
ndations of a Feasibility Study
for the Development of New England
Regional Programs for Dangerous,
Special Offenders. (see January
NEPA NEWS for text)

Richard Shapiro of the Prison-
ers' Rights Project and Matthew
Feinburg of the Massachusetts Ci-
vil Liberties Union prepared a 59
brief stating the legal objections
to the Curran Report. This docum-
ent was presented at the New Eng-
land Governors' Conference held in
Boston ‘on February 7th. We present

> here a summary of the brief. The

parts in italics are direct quota-
tions from the brief.

A. THE METHODOLOGY OF THE FEASIBI-
LITY STUDY HAS RESULTED. IN VIOLA=

TIONS OF THE FUNDAMENTAL CONSTITU-

TIONAL RIGHTS OF PRIVACY OF THE
INMATES WHOSE LIVES WERE SCRUTIN-
IZED. o N,

'i n determining who the 365
' "special offenders" were,

Socic-Technical researchers studi-

ed the records of many prisoners
at seven prisons across New Engla-
nd. What more private matters does
an individual posses than those
contained in his psychiatric pro-
file? The intimacy of his family

relations, his most private memor-

ies of childhood experience, his .
marital experience, his habits and
feelings are all there in one neat
folder. And what is more odious,
the information is given voluntar-
ily by the immates under the assu-
mption that the sanctity of the
doctor-patient will be honored.

What graver deceit than to obtain

such information under the guise
of rehabilitative therapy only to
use 1t, without the inmate's con-

 sent or knowledge, to label the

individual "uncooperative", "vio-
lent", and to recommend special
treatment for him including "dr-
ug therapy" and "behavior modifi-
cation or transfer to a special
facility. :

B. DISSEMINATION OF THE DATA WITH-

~IN .AND OUTSIDE THE CORRECTIONAL

SYSTEM IS AN INVIDIOUS INVASION
OF INMATE PRIVACY.. L
ne of the dangers laying in

, Curran's proposal is that
those who are determined to be
"special offenders" will acquire a
new status that will make it more
difficult to obtain parole, emplo-
yment, credit, etc. The new ''spe-
cial offender'" class will serve
also as an incentive to present
correctional authority to brand
and mistreat "'special offenders."
C. THE BALANCING OF PUBLIC AND
PRIVATE INTERESTS IN THE.CURRAN
REPORT WARRANTS IMMEDIATE JUDICIAL
INTERVENTION TO PREVENT ANY FURTH-
ER ADVERSE EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSAL.

n the present situation, a
I’Court_willibalance the inva-

“sion of privacy against the public
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need for the Curran program of sp- -

ecial treatment for-a class of in-

mates labelled "special offenders.'

See Barenblatt v. U.S., 360 U.S.
109, 126 (1959) "

The interests of the individual
are substantial and have already
been discussed. The burden falls
upon those proposing the study to
Justify this invasion of privavy. .
As one court stated: When a pro-

- gram about labelling someone as a

particular type (such as "special
offender") and such a label would
remain with him for the rest of
his life, the margain of error mu-
st be nil. Merrikan v.. Cressman
364 F.Supp-at 920 . :

D. THE INMATES UNDER STUDY WERE
ENTITLED-TO DUE PROCESS SAFEGUARDS

 BEFORE THEY WERE SELECTED. FAILURE --
"TO ‘GIVE THEM ADEQUATE NOTICE AND A -

'FAIR HEARING WHEN THE PROPOSED CL-
ASSIFICATION IS PUNITIVE IN NATURE
‘OR WILL ADVERSELY AFFECT THE INDI-
VIDUAL VIOLATES CONSTITUTIONAL ST~

ANDARDS OF FAIR PLAY. -

R l=mh-‘i L

i
I

¥

| -process sdafeguards.i

" E. THE GUARANTEES OF DUE PROCESS

"I‘he pooliﬁg of certain named
L {nmates for classification
as "special offenders" regardless

“of the alledgedly benign motives

behind 1t will subject those iwnma-
tes to overwhelming physical and
mental deprivation whether or not
the Curran proposal is implemented.
In many respects the damage has
already been done without the. gr-
ound being broken for the proposed.
regional prison. Those labelled -
"special offenders" will be sub-
ject to red tag, segregation, loss
of priveleges, etc. as a result.of
Curran's investigators.

In a recent decision, the Uni-
ted States Court of Appeals for
the First Circuit held that due —
process is required in any deci-
sion which results in a change in
the inmmate's status and a depri-
vation of anemities on which he
has come to reply... This is as
true for a decision based on secu-
rity requirements of the institu-
tion or the rehabilitative inter-
este of ‘the inmmate as it 1s for
one based on a disciplinary viola-
tion. (emphasis added) Palmigiano
v. Baxter  F.2d " (1st Cir.11/
16/73). : . -
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The standard for determinirg
whether procedural protections mu-
st be provided in a prison context
"depends on the extent to which an
individual will be condemned to
suffer grievous loss." Morrissey
V. Brewer 408 U.S. 471, 381 (1972)
See, e.g. Palmigiano v. Baxter,
supra, (loss of amenities such as

work or schooling priveleges, vis-
itations, and some modicum of pri-
vacy is grievous and requires due
process); White v. Gilman, 360.F.,
Supp 64 (S.D. Iowa 1973), (due pr-
ocess required in transfer, decisi-
on leading to loss of rehabilita-
tive opportunities, exposure to
harder inmates, and harsher disci-
pline); Gomes v. Travisono 353 F.
Supp. 456 (D.R.I. 1973), (due pro-

~cess required when transfer resul-=-- -

ts in inter alla, a loss of avail-
ability of rehabilitative programs
and educational programs, less pay
for work, and harassment by other
inmates; Masiellec v. Norton,
F.Supp (1973), Civil No. B-
748 (D.Conn. Oct. 12, 1973), (due
process is required in classifying
inmates as '"organized crime' since
such classification results in ad-
ded restrictions and adversely af-
fects chances for parcle). The
Mgrievous loss" and substanidl pr-
ejudice presentlyvinflictedfupon
the inmmate as a result. of the cla-
ssification as a '"special offender"
has already been suggested. There-
fore, it is clear that the inmmates
who have been classified without
any opportunity-to contest this
finding have been deprived of due

OF LAW REQUIRE THAT ANY INVOLUNT-
ARY TANSFER OF A "SPECIAL OFFEND-
ER," EITHER INTRASTATE OR INTER-
STATE BE BASED ON FACTORS OTHER

~ THAN THIS SELF-SERVING CLASSIFI-

CATION.

1. Due process. Attaches To The
Involuntary Transfer of an
- Inmate, Either Intrastate or
Interstate, To a Facility
For "Special Offenders."
The Curran report recomends es-
tablishing special facilities eith-

" ep on a regional basis or state ba-
“gis for "inmates who exhibit exces-

- sively, aggressive, assagltive{ Vo~
latile, acting out behavior which
has not been corrected by methods

- and programs currently in use."

As mentioned eariler, ‘the prisoners
were chosen from the maxi prisons
in each state, plus the medium se-
curity Norfolk prison, where they
allegedly "impede seriously ?he
overall goals of the correqt@qnal.
facilities as rehabilitation insti-
tutions." The report therefore pro-
motes the creation of facilities to
handle what it classifies as the
most difficult immates or in efféct
the "troublemakers." Such a fac?Z-
ity, whether regional or statewide,
is proposed as a maximim security
prison and would certainly entaill
the involuntary transfer to a hig-
her custody status for the affected
immates. Although this 1s not made
explicit by the report, the trans-
fer would undoubtedly lead to a mo-
ve restrictive form of confinement
for the transferred inmate. Resort
- March




Curran

to the drastic remedy of interstate
transfer for a '"special offender!
blots a prisoner's record and repu-
tation, characterizing him at best
as one who is totally unable to ad-
Just to his prison community and at

“worst a "troublemaker." In fact,
regardless of what euphemistic la-
bels the authorities choose to at-
tach, the inmates who are transfer-
red will be considered troublemak-
ers. Transfer to such a facility is
for an indefinite period of time.
All tolled, interstate transfer wo-
rke a thorvough metamorphosis in bo-

~ th the nature and duration of a pr-
isoner's sentence.

2. The classification of an in-
.. dividual as a "special offe-
nder" cannot alone serve as
the basis for a transfer to
a special facility.

The report-appears to assume
that individuals classified as
"special offenders" could be tra-
nsferred ipso facto to a spectaZ
facility ~ (although there is a
suggestion that the individuals
denominated as "special offenders"
be evaluated to develop "objecti-
ve factors" for this status (sum-

. mary, par. 34), the obvious defi-’
ciencies in the initial selection
process would only render these
evaluations self-fulfilling) so
long as certain procedural guar-
antees are provided. However, the
meaningless of the concept "speci-
al offender" becomes obvious when
one considers the procedural mech-
anisms that must be utilized befo-

_re an inmmate can be transferred,
either interstate or intrastate,
to a special facility. Regardless
of_the specific procedural guaran-

Charles St.

|
| roximately 70% black, plus a fair
} percentage of Spanish-speaking per-
sons. Although Sheriff Eisenstadt
has just hired 10 new guards, none
of them are either black or Span-
'ish speaking.
In the initial efforts to de-
_populate this jail, transfers were
utilized (and still are for women).
This” often led to incarceration in
State Prisons (which were certain-
1y improvements) but because these
l institutions did not know what to
|
?
|
|
\
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
l

do with them, they were often pla-
ced in segregation while awaiting
trial. Another method utilized
was transfer to faroff county jails
which seperated prisoners hot on-
ly from their family and friends,
but also from their lawyers. Al-
though these methods are rarely
used for the male populatlon at
this time, it remains a very ser-
ious constitutional violation a-
gainst women who remain incarcer-
ated under these conditions.
.Aside from closing this rot-
ting jail, the most important and
useful thing to come out of this
has been a bail project staffed
by two attorneys. The Bail Project
~was set up in an effort to depop-
~ulate the jail by appealing high
~and unreasonable bails. Since
July of 1972 they have won 60%
~of "their appeals: 535 won appeals;
404 were denied; 226 are pending
or withdrawn. An important fac-
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‘recognizance.

" ties.

~

tees, it is clear that, at a mimi-
mum, the actions of prison offic-
ials cannot be arbitrary or capri-
ctous and must be "premised on fa-
cts reationally determined. Sostre
"v. McGinnis 442 F.2d. 178, 198

(2nd Cir. 1972); Palmigiano v.
Baxter, supra.; Gomes v. Travisono,

.supra.
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3.  The involuntary transfer of
a "special offender" is also
a method of disciplinary pu-
nishment and would be subje-
et to procedural guarantees
beyond the minimal protect-
itons mentioned above.

The involuntary transfer of an

. immate as a "special offender" cl-

early represents a harsher form of
sanction for a denominated status.
It is clear that one of the prin-
eipal characteristics of the '"spe-
etal offender" is his disciplinary
record in the institution. (Please.
see paragraphs 15 and 24 of the
summary) -

_The Report, clearly tndzcates
‘that individuals designated as
"special offénders" are frequen-
tly the subgect of dtsczplznary

tor in this has been the 1mplemen—
tation of cash bail. Rather than
pay 5% to a bondsman who then posts-
the bond the detainee pays the

5% in cash to the court. This a-
voids many of the implicit prob-
lems of dealing with a bondsman

- and at the same time is ‘equally

successful in 1nsur1ng appearance
in court. It is also important
to note that about % of the ap-
peals were granted on personal
As a result, many
more persons. are out on bail.
The project is running into
a few problems, the most diffi-.
cult one stemming from the fact

" that each person is allowed only

one chance to appeal so that he
must decide whether to appeal his
bail now or wait until it changes
courts. Attorney Ton Statton of
the Bail Project remarked that
"timeliness is a critical factor".
Needless to say we have a
very serious problem in the area
of county jails. The Governors'
Committee Report on Jails and
Houses of Correction (Gardner
Report) reported that most cells
were "dark and small", that 7
institutions had no plumblng in
the cells and few modern facili-
Most of them had inadequate
educational, vocational and in-
dustrial programs. The report,
as have most reports for the past
one hundred years, recommended a
transfer of control from the co-
unty to the state.. But it seems
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and misconduct reports. There is a
strong possibility that the trans-

 fer to a special facility would

represent a convinient method to
supplement this punishment. Conse-

_quently, prior to this form of di-

sciplinary transfer, which would
arguably apply to all attemps to
transfer a "special offender," the
inmate must be provided with the
following due process safeguards:

(a) timely notice of the charge again-
st . him, (b) an opportunity to appear
at the disciplinary hearing with the
assistance of an authorized counsel-

- substitute, (c) an impartial tribunal,
‘none of whose members reported or wit-

nessed the alleged infraction, (d) the
right to call witnesses and cross-exa-

‘mine them, (e) the right to a decision

based upon '"substantial evidence", (f)

notice of the rationale and consequen-

ces of the decision, and (g) the op-

‘portunity to appeal the decisiom.

CONCLUSTON

The clear import_ of this enti-
re section is that due process
precludes the transfer of any in-
mate solely on the basis of clas-
sification as "special offender."”

- Moreover, no transfer into a spe-

etal facility may be legally ef-
fectuated in the absence of a due
process hearing at which time the
prisoner has the opportunity to
confront specific evidence again-
st him and to present his own evi-
dence before. an impartial board
where written findings and decis-

ions can be reviewed. Finally, si-

nce most transfers of '"special of-
fenders" would be in effect, pun-
ishment for past misconduct, the

- procedures described above must be
followed at these hearings. That

is, no evidence from a misconduct
hearing inside a joint would be
admissable in a '"special offender"

“hearing unless all proper procedu-

res were followed at the miscondu-
ct hearing.

that the State is reluctant to in=
terfere although it is now stip-

ulate by law (Omnibus Prison Re-

" form : :t;. Chapter 777) that the

Commist ioner of Corrections shall
set standards to which the county '
jails must abide and which will be
inspected every six months. It it
is found that violations persist
the Commissioner may petition a
court order "to close the facility
‘or for appropriate relief." - This
is of course immensely important

in that it allows for the enforce-
ment of constitutional rights with-
out the costly expenditures of both

time and money (neither of which

a "detainee" has as demonstrated
by his very incarceration there)
involved in individual court 1lit-
igation., Although Chapt. 777 was
signed into law almost two years
ago, the Commissioner has yet to
‘draw up these standards, and is

in fact ‘appealing a court order
which forced him to authorize the
transfer of prisoners from Charles
St. Jail. There are some very
important questions, constitution-
al and otherwise, that have not
begun to be answered yet. In the
next issue I will attempt to deal .
with these questions more fully

in an examination of the county
jails in Massachussetts.
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|New Prison Films|

-of the life of men and women deprived of nearly all human and civil rights. The film details the progress of

Vermont State Prison

A Film by the Vermont Coalition for Prisoner Support : N

'ith Intent to Harm

A'Film by Stephen Ujlaki and Scott Siegler

WiTH INTENTVTO HARM is the first film'to be shot inside Massachuéefts prisons. It evokes a powerf.. sense
the prisoner's rights movement in Massachusetts , showing some of the reforms that have taken place since the
Attica Rebellion. ' ‘ '

"WITH INTENT TO HARM is first and foremost a consciousness raiser: it presents people with a convineing and
human view "inside!. The very fact that it emphasizes the men themselves as ordinary, credible human beings,

making an effort to take control of their lives, says more than,alot:of horror shots of moldy shower stalls

and - leaking latrines." --American Friends Service Committee
WITH INTENT TO HARM- 28 minutes, 16mm color, rental/$35, sale/$350

Y and T 1
3000 Years and Life——
A Film by Randall Conrad and Stephen Ujlaki -
» 3QOO'YEARS AND.LI?E is the up to date story of the struggles being waged by the National Prisoner's Reform
Assoc1atlon(NPRA) inside Walpole State Prison in Massachusetts . Walpole prisoners are perhaps the most unified
in the country, and the NPRA is fighting continuously for recognition as a union. They face awesome forces, but

they will not be conquered. In this film the prisoners themselves describe what happened at Walpole when the
guards went on strike and the NPRA instituted self-government. ‘ _

"This is the only -documented account of what has been happening in Walpole. It is the most important film of

L this struggle to date.' -David Collins, ex-prisoner, Ad Hoc Committee for Prison Reform, Boston

"This film goes a long way toward explaining how a prison can be run without guards on the inside."--Gene
Mason, New England Prisoners' Association ‘
- "No one can see this film and think that Walpole prisoners are what most of the established media and State
House politicians have been saying they are."-- Ann Hack, Citizens for Better Correctional Institutions, New

" Haven, Connecticut ‘

3000 YZARS AND LIFE- 45 minutes, 16mm color, rental/$50, sale/$400

The Yermont State Prison was built in 1809, when Thomas Jefferson was president. This film, just completed,

consists of discussions with prisoners at the prison. They describe their unsuccessful attempts to get any mean-
ingful rehabilitation programs into the prison. The prison itself is as close to a medieval dungeon as any oper- . .-

ating institution. ‘ L
"How can we continue to operate institutions like Vermont's maximum security prison and pretend we are build-

ing a-noble civilization is beyond me. This film gives ample reason why the priscn should be closed immediately."

--Windsor Prison Vigil Group .

VERMONT STATE PRISON- 20minutes, 16mm black and white, rental/$20, sale/$125, sliding scale available.

WITH INTENT‘TO HARM, 3000 YEARS AND LIFE, and VERMONT STATE PRISON are available from:

New England Prisoners' Association New England Prisoners' Association
Public Education -Program Public Education Program

Franconia College or 116 School St. '
Franconia, N.H. 03580 " Waltham, Mass., 02154

603-823-5266 617-899-8827

In New England we now have four Prisoner
Commuinty Centers, each of which has a different
name, -but all of which have the same function:
to try to aid prisoners and their families with
whatever problems are brought to them. Each of
these centers attempts to enlist the assistance
of volunteers  to help. If you have some time to -
help, or if you need some help, or if you just
‘want to talk, please get in touch. :

MAINE : ' MASSACHUSETTS o
SCAR Drop-in Center Prison Information Cente
374 Fore Street 932 Main Street ;
Portland, Maine 0411l Worcester, Ma. 01610
207-772-2303 617-754-0756 or 8968 -
NEW HAMPSHIRE . VERMONT .
Prisoner Family Center

104 North Main - - 9 State Street
Concord, N.H. 03301 Windsor, Vt. 05089
603-225-2910 802-674~-2708

Mail: Box 604

"Concord, N.H. 03301

Cohlmunity Centers

r

Prisoner Community Center




