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From buffalolib.org

Ruthie Mae Bolton was born
January 6, 1961, in the Hungry .
Neck section of Charleston, South = 17
Carolina. At the time, her mother ]IllpOS‘?ll;)]E to fog@t
was thirteen; she has never known —\E’IL,}?”E’EA

who her father was. Her mother "

was the wandering kind, so Ruthie
Mae-nicknamed "Gal" by her
stepgrandfather-was raised in her
grandparents' home. One day
Grandmama died as a result of a
severe beating by her husband-it
occured to no one to call this to
the attention of the
authorities-and Gal was left in
the brutal hands of her
granddaddy, who beat her
unmercifully as well. Ruthie Mae
began to steal things in school
and she developed a stutter; she 3 "

drank and smoked dope. But she 1

stuck resolutely with her : RUTH_IE BOLTON
education and graduated from high gRESIZSAVES]ERE RS 0GS Y ol STRRNE S ST
school, which was likely her
salvation, for today Ruthie Mae
is happily married, with children and a fine job. At last she
is at peace-with herself and even with the memory of her
grandfather. It is nigh impossible to convey the astonishingly
eloquent simplicity of Ruthie Mae's witnessing to her time.
Here is an absolutely remarkable document, as touching as it is
painful, as ageless as it is timely.

Listen to sample audio version of the book:
http://www.learnoutloud.com/Catalog/Biography/Autobiography/Gal
/4357



http://www.learnoutloud.com/Catalog/Biography/Autobiography/Gal/4357
http://www.learnoutloud.com/Catalog/Biography/Autobiography/Gal/4357
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Review by Booklist Review

Ruthie Bolton, known as "Gal" to her family, was born in the Hungry Neck section
of Charleston in 1961. Her mother was 13 at the time, her father unknown. Tired
of the frequent beatings she got at home, her mother soon left, leaving Ruthie
to be raised by her grandparents. Dominating the household was Ruthie's brutal
grandfather, who kept his family in want despite a job that paid well, who beat
his wife and children and had numerous girlfriends. When Ruthie was still small
her grandmother was beaten to death, and the years that followed were marked by
violence, also. Hardened by the abuse, Ruthie developed a stutter, took drugs,
got married too young, and lost her child to her husband's family. Eventually
she met Ray Bolton, and the love and acceptance she found in his large family
were her redemption. Ruthie's own, authentic voice--aided by that of writer
Josephine Humphreys, who transcribed Ruthie's story from tapes--helps make this
story of pain, courage, and salvation completely convincing. ~--Mary Ellen Quinn

From Booklist, Copyright (c) American Library Association. Used with permission.

Review by Publisher's Weekly Review

The pseudonymous Bolton offers an unflinching account of her tragic childhoodshe
was born to a 13-year-old mother and brought up by an abusive grandfatherand her
eventual discovery of love and happiness. (Oct.) (c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All
rights reserved

(c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved

Review by Library Journal Review

Gal is the true story of a young black woman. The author, who writes
pseudonymously in order to protect the privacy of her family and friends, was
born in 1961 and raised in the South. Her early life was bleak and unpromising.
After years of sadistic abuse from the twisted man she knew as " ‘Daddy,'' she
seemed to be headed along a bumpy path. Despite setbacks, Gal managed to
complete high school. After further difficulties with drugs, alcohol, and men,
she was finally able to turn her life around through the love and support of her
second husband and his extended family. This is an inspiring story of inner
strength and the healing effects of love. For larger public libraries.-January
Adams, ODSI Research Lib., Raritan, N.J. (c) Copyright 2010. Library Journals
LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution
permitted.

(c) Copyright Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source,
Inc. No redistribution permitted.

AUTHOR NOTES
Ruthie M. Bolton is a writer and oral historian. The name is the pseudonym of an
African American writer born on January 6, 1961 in Charleston, South Carolina.

Bolton graduated from high school despite a difficult childhood. She wrote the
details of her life of abuse and neglect and showed it to the novelist,
Josephine Humphreys. Humphreys suggested that Bolton tell her story as oral
history and helped by transcribing the tapes and writing the introduction to the
finished book. (Bowker Author Biography)
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Voices from the Gap: Ruthie Bolton,

Biography

Ruthie Bolson (a pseadomym) was born near Chaslesion, South
Carolema m (961 Her father vias undmoomn io ber, and her mother
was anly thineen when she gave hinh w her. Her grandfmher, Clo-
wis Flectwood (o pscudomyml, gave her the nicloramse Gal Ruthee
Baltoni(ral i soday a grown woman wha has camied with her the
paindul memery of a childhood lived under the frannical nule of

ler grandfather, or “Duddy,™ 25 she grew o know him, snd with the
ahsence of ker mother, The scars keft by her barific chil dhood have
lightened with the creation of her sulohiography, Gal A True Life
Seemangly, Ruthie's siory would have been impossible w el without
e help of Josephine Humplweys, a novelst from Charlesion. Hum-
pheeys painsiskingly ook the dhildhood scenes of Ruthie’s past from
ormtion and scripted them o Cralr A Trae Life.

The union of Holton and Humpheeys came by chance; the cormection
was made by one of Bolton's co-workers, the janiior of the buld.
iz where Humphreys worked. [t ook but one telephone call for
Humpiweys i see mlenied sioryiclling and the trags: tale that Boluon
had 1o odfer. Humphreys said, *When | first heard her voice over the
jphiome, ((the voice of j a voung woman asking me if | wouald take a
looske 2t beer book right sway | said ves, for a reasan | knew was odd:
| wanded to hear the vouce again. | loved #is sound, bright and quick,
edged with & humw of mysiery, a sirong voice, But | had no idea how
stromg it would prove to be, * Humphreys trarscribed Bolton's oral
snries, filling in the blanks e nothing more., Hamphreys® primary
contribution was typing the words o5 Bolton spoke. "l acted ss a0
secretary mooe than anyihing else,” noies Humphreys. The 300-page
manuscript was sent 0 Humphreys” agent and within weeks it was
sold. Today, Bakon snd Humgplereys share sn agen.
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Quick Facts

* Born in 1961
* Her
autoblogrophy,
Goi: A Trua Life,
chronicles her
clifficult chilld-

an 314,490 el schoaed cod
o by Lisarin Curviigh o
154

T Lty e

Biography

By: Melody Clair,Jonathan W. Lawson, Shana McCombs, and Darin Pooleo and edited and
updated by Lauren Curtright on 8/16/04.
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