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Cotta Company, both of which were associated with Kirkham.6    
Some companies, like Grueby and Van Briggle, use glazes or clay bodies that are easily 

recognizable.  For most manufacturers, however, these methods of identification require 
specialized knowledge on the part of the historian or collector.

While a company name, initials, logo or brand name is often a reliable indicator of a tile’s 
manufacturer, there are instances when a trade name for one company is the same as the name of 
another company.  Figures 4 and 5 are examples of tiles that use the word “TROPICO” in their 
backmarks.  The Tropico Potteries of Glendale, CA manufactured tiles from c. 1920-1923 when 
it was incorporated into Gladding McBean & Co.  Figure 4 is the back of a Tropico Potteries tile, 
and Figure 5 is the back of a “Tropico” brand-named Gladding McBean tile.  Similarly, trade 
names such as “KAOSPAR” and “HERMOSA” are also found on the backs of tiles of different 
companies during different time periods.

If you do not have a tile with a company name or logo on it, or these are partially 
obscured by adhering mortar or cement, it may still be possible to identify the tile, or at least 
narrow down its identity, from either the key pattern or partial key pattern.  Key patterns are 
the markings found on the backs of tiles which are used to hold the tile to the mortar or adhesive 
on a wall or floor.  For over twenty years Peter and Diana Clegg have been researching the tile 
backs of 19th and early 20th Century English tiles.  The Cleggs have devised a classification 
scheme for English tile backs,17 which I have adapted and expanded for U.S. tile backs. (See Table 
1)  It should be noted that some tile makers incorporated elements from more than one 
key pattern on the back of a tile.  When this occurs in my classification scheme, I have 
assigned the tileback to a single classification only.

While some of the key patterns were used by one or two companies at most, such as the 
J. & J.G. Low and Trent grooved backs, the Kensington pictorial backs, and the Providential Tile 
Co. grid backs, among others, many other key patterns were used by more than one or two tile 
makers.  Key patterns, however, can be used with other means of identification to help pinpoint 
the maker of a tile.

It is only now--after more than 125 years of the manufacture of decorated tiles in the 
United States--that tile historians and collectors are looking more closely at the backs of these 
tiles to help determine the manufacturer, and we are now beginning to organize this research into 
a constructive framework.8  

6  Correspondence between California tile historian Steve Soukup and the author. (Just recently, however, a Tropico 
Potteries tile has also surfaced with the script “California” on its back further confusing this issue.)
7 Clegg, Peter and Diana. “Back Chat, Our First Twenty Years” in Glazed Expressions, Newsletter of the Tiles 
and Architectural Ceramics Society, Number 48, Winter 2003, pp. 3-5.
8 This Introduction and Table I were adapted from the author’s article, “The Identification of Art Tiles: Key 
Patterns” in the Journal of the American Art Pottery Association. Vol. 21, No. 1, January/February 2005, pp. 
12-15.
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The second edition of this field guide contained over 450 drawings of key patterns found 
on the backs of ceramic tiles manufactured in the United States.  This third edition, coming 
almost ten years after the second, contains over 750 drawings.  The majority are of dust pressed 
tiles manufactured from the 1870s through the 1930s.  There are, however, some wet process 
tiles listed, as well as a few tiles that were manufactured after the 1930s when continuity is 
neccessary.  As I’ve mentioned in the previous editions, this field guide is not all-inclusive as 
other key patterns are still being discovered.

The field guide is divided into sections by classification in order to easily identify similar 
key patterns.  I have not included tiles with flat backs that contain no markings or patterns.  All 
of the tile drawings are approximately 2” wide, and below each is the name or abbreviation (see 
Appendix I) of the company or companies that use that key pattern and the known sizes to one-
eighth inch.  I have also included a few drawings of U.S. tiles of unknown pedigree in the hope 
that a reader might be able to identify them for me. (Email additions or corrections to 
mpadwee@nyc.rr.com).  As you will see, some of the key pattern classifications I have made 
are necessarily arbitrary for tiles that do not have perpendicular sides, or for tiles with more than 
one type of key pattern.  However, I have tried to be as consistent as possible.  Any drawing 
errors are mine alone.

To use this field guide first determine the key pattern classification from Table 1.  Then 
turn to the classification and tile shape in the guide and check for your key pattern.  If your tile 
has more than one type of key pattern/classification, be sure to check them all.

The tile backs illustrated in this monograph have all been drawn using computer software 
for accuracy.  The drawings come from many sources: a number are from my other monograph, A 
Guide to the Patterns and Markings on the Backs of United States Ceramic Tiles, 1870s-
1930s, published in 1997, as well as from many tile historians, antique tile and salvage dealers 
and the “www.eBay.com” tile auctions.  I would especially like to thank Joe Taylor and Sheila 
Menzies and the Tile Heritage Foundation (http://tileheritage.org/), Sandie Fowler and Wendy 
Harvey of Antique Articles (http://antiquearticles.com/), and tile historian Michael Sims 
(encaustic and Mid-West tiles) for their continuing support and friendship (Michael Sims also 
read and criticized the manuscript of this book), Judy Wells and Scott Anderson (historians of 
the Robertson Art Tile Co.), Helen Henderson (New Jersey tiles); the Potteries of Trenton 
Society, the staff of Olde Good Things Architectural Salvage in New York City, Chris Blanchett 
of Buckland Books in England, Romaine Andaloro, Mark Bassett, “Bungalow Bill” Shesko, 
Chatham Auction Room (Mamaroneck, NY), Riley Doty, Mike Duff, Stephanie Elvanian, Susan 
Toomey Frost, Arthur Goldberg, Karen Guido of Karen Michelle Antique Tiles, Brian Kaiser, 
Norman Karlson, Jerry Maschino, Richard Mohr, Susan Montgomery, Gary E. Moore, the late 
Barbara White Morse, Suzanne Perrault, the Philadelphia Museum of Art, Kim Schairer, Mary 
Ellen and Robert Seery, Seymour Siegal, Dick Sigafoose of Pots ‘n Stuff, Steven Soukup of 
California Crazed, Lisa Taft, Cristi Walden, and my wife, Susan Ingham Padwee.
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APPENDIX I
Tileback Markings: Initials, Brand Names and Terms Found on Tile Backs

Besides their own company names, which are not always marked on tiles, many 
tile manufacturers impress, stamp, and/or mold their tiles with initials, brand names and 
other terms.  These, too, can be used to help identify the tile manufacturer.

Mfg. Abbreviations Tile Company Tileback Markings (“/” indi-
(used in the Field Guide) cates a new line of markings)

Abingdon Abingdon Potteries ABINGDON
Abingdon, IL

Acme Acme Tile Co. ACME  [The leg of the “A” flows under 
Los Angeles, CA    the letters and has “TILE”  within it] 

Alhambra Kilns Alhambra Kilns, Inc. ALHAMBRA KILNS/REG. U. S. PAT. 
Alhambra &    OFF
Santa Monica, CA ALHAMBRA/KILNS/U. S. A.

Alhambra Alhambra Tile Co. [Uses a stylized “A” with a scimtar as the 
Newport, KY    crossbar--see Classification 10]

AET American Encaustic AETCO [also, see Classification 10]
Tiling Co., Ltd. AETCO FAIENCE
Zanesville, OH AETCO/1914

A.E.T.Co.
        and A.E.T.Co. LTD.

A.E.T. Co/LIMITED/No 5
Maurer, NJ AETCo/LIMITED/PATENTED/DEC, 
(1912-1938)    16th 18_5

A.E.T. Co/PAT JUNE 15/1875
A.E.T. Co/PAT. JUNE 15/1875  No
1 AETCO. 37/11 PERMA TILE/REG.
   U.S. PAT. OFF.
A.E.TILE Co.
A E TILE CO/LTD
A E TILING Co.
A E TILING Co/LIMITED
AMERICAN/ENCAUSTIC TILING Co./
   LTD./NEW YORK/AND/
   ZANESVILLE O.
AMERICAN/ENCAUSTIC TILING Co./
   LIMITED/TRADE ALHAMBRA MARK
   /REGISTERED/NEW YORK
COMPLIMENTS/AMERICAN 
   ENCAUSTIC TILING CO., L’t’d.,/
   140 WEST 23D ST., NEW YORK...
   (from a paper label)
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Mfg. Abbreviations Tile Company Tileback Markings

AET, con’t. Compliments/of the/Odd Fellows/of/
   Zanesville O.   (in script)
DETIMIL oC TEA/A.E.T.Co LIMITED
INTER-STATE/MANTEL&TILEDEALERS 
   ASSOCIATION.U.S./BANQUET/HOTEL (Coat of 
    Arms)BELVEDERE/BALTIMORE/FEB.14th.1906./ 
   PRESENTEDBYTHEAMERICANENCAUSTIC 
   TILINGCO. [on a tile with a menu on the obverse]
NO 83
OHIO FLINT PAVING TILE/AETCO.
PATENT GRIP BACK./A.E. T. CO.
PATENT GRIP BACK/A.E. TILE CO
PAT. JUNE 15 1875  
PATENTED TRADE MARK/AETCO
PERMA TILE/REG. U.S. PAT. OFF.
PITTSBURG/FIELD DAY/TILE 

      INDUSTRY/JULY 1926
THE AMERICAN/ENCAUSTIC TILE CO./ 
   “LIMITED”
TRADE ALHAMBRA MARK/ 

      AMERICAN ENCAUSTIC TILING Co./
   LIMITED/NEW YORK

  VINELAND MOSAIC TILE CO./ 
      VINELAND, NEW JERSEY/E. FILIPPI,

   Prop.   -   PHONE 1574_  (att. to AET)
VITKA/AETCo/PLASTIC
WITH COMPLIMENTS OF/GEORGE W.
   SHAW & SON...ZANESVILLE, O
  (on a paper label--an AET distributor)

AET/LA American Encaustic AETCO/FAIENCE
Tiling Co. AETCO HERMOSA
Los Angeles & AETCO/KAOSPAR
Hermosa Beach, CA A.E.T. CO      A/HERMOSA

A.E.T. Co. L. A.
A.E.T. CO. L.A.  5
AETCO/TERRA-MERITA
AMERICAN ENCAUSTIC TILING CO.,
   LTD./WEST COAST PLANTS...(on a paper label)
HERMOSA A.E.T.CO/524 97 U.S. PAT/
   TRADEMARK 1628910
HERMOSA/TRADE MARK/ 

      A.E.T.Co.U.S.PAT./1628910
HERMOSA/TRADE MARK/A.E.T. CO. LTD./ 
   U.S. PAT. NO. 1628910
KAOSPAR
KAOSPAR/AETCO

AET Inc American Encaustic  AE     1/MADE IN USA 
Tiling Co., Inc./ AET CO/MADE IN USA
American-Olean-Franklin A-E TILE

          Lansdale, PA COMPLIMENTS OF/AMERICANENCAUSTIC/ 
   TILING COMPANY LANSDALE, 
   PENNSYLVANIA

A-O American Olean Tile Co. A-E  338/A-E TILE//Sold By/American 
Lansdale, PA    Olean Tile Co./Lansdale, Pa./MADE IN 

      USA   (c. 1964+)
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Mfg. Abbreviations Tile Company Tileback Markings

AMERICAN-OLEAN TILE COMPANY/
   ...LANSDALE, PENNSYLVANIA/...
   A-E Glazedvitres... (from a paper label)
A O  (c. 1920)
TERRAVITRA  (from a paper label)

ATC American Terra Cotta  AMERICAN/TERRA-COTTA/CHICAGO
and Ceramics Co./ AMERICAN/TERRA COTTA/CHICAGO
Gates Potteries TECO
Terra Cotta & T/E/C/O (vertical)
Chicago, IL

Architectural Architectural ARCHITECTURAL
Tiling Co. ATCO (within an oval)
Keyport, NJ

Arequipa Arequipa Pottery AREQUIPA/MANOR CAL [around an
Fairfax, CA    Impressed mark of a vase on a table 

   under a tree--see Classification 10]

ATCCo Atlantic Terra Cotta Co. ATLANTICTERRACOTTA
Staten Island, NY

Atlantic Atlantic Tile & Faience ATLANTIC
Co. or Atlantic Tile
Manufacturing Co.
Maurer or Matawan, NJ

Aztec Aztec Ceramics Corp. AZTEC  (c. 1962+)
San Antonio, TX

Barcelona Barcelona Spanish Tile BARCELONA/LOS ANGELES/CAL/
Co.    SPANISH TILE Co
Glendale, CA

Batchelder Batchelder Tiles/ BATCHELDER
Batchelder & Brown/ BATCHELDER/PAT-DEC-11-1928/
Batchelder-Wilson     NO.1694665
Pasadena & Los BATCHELDER/IV/PAT.PENDING/LOS 
Angeles, CA    ANGELES

BATCHELDER/PAT 121128-NO 1694665
BATCHELDER/PAT/PENDING
BATCHELDER/LOS ANGELES
BATCHELDER/LOS ANGELES/STONE- 
   HAMMER/PATENT PENDING
BATCHELDER/PASADENA
BATCHELDER/V/PAVER/L-A
BATCHELDER/3/PAVER/L   P
BATCHELDER/PAVER/5/LOS ANGELES
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Mfg. Abbreviations Tile Company Tileback Markings

Beaver Falls Beaver Falls Art Tile BF
Co. B.F.A.T. CO.
Beaver Falls, PA B.F.A.T. CO. L./BEAVER FALLS/PA.

B.F.A.T. CO. LTD./BEAVER FALLS PA.
BEAVER FALLS
BEAVER FALLS.,/PA
BEAVER FALLS ART TILE CO. LTD./
   BEAVERFALLS./P     A
BEAVER FALLS/PA
BEAVR FALLS/PA

Bengur Bengur Studios Bengur Creations/PRODUCED AND  
   COPYRIGHTED/Bengur Studios/SAN 
     FRANCISCO           CALIFORNIA   U. S. A.

Boston Stone Boston Stone & Tile Co. BOSTON STONE & TILE CO. PAT. JAN. 
(Boston ?), MA    4’ 1870           (Pat. # 98517-not on tile)

Boston Terra Cotta Boston Terra Cotta Co. BOSTON/TERRA COTTA CO
Boston, MA

Bouck White Bouck White Pottery [a tepee cipher--see Classification 10]
New Scotland, NY

Brayton Brayton Laguna Pottery BRAYTON/LAGUNA/CALIF
Laguna Beach, CA Brayton/Laguna/Pottery

Brayton/tile
Laguna/Pottery (script)

Broadmoor Broadmoor Art Pottery BROADMOOR [molded mark that includes 
& Tile Co.    the pottery name, human-like figures and 
Colorado Springs, CO    a cross. Also, “C. Jones”, the pottery 

   ceramicist’s name, in script with the date--
   see Classification 10]

Buckeye Buckeye Tile Co. ? BUCKEYE
Chillicothe, OH

Buffalo Buffalo Pottery MADE AT/ye/BUFFALo/POTTery/ 
Buffalo, NY    DELDARE WARE/UNDERGLAZE/ 

   1908 (see Classification 10)
Buffalo Ceramic/Supply Center/437 
   FRANKLIN ST. BUFFALO 2, N.Y.  (on 
   a paper label found on the frame of a 
   framed tile--this may not be a Buffalo 
   Pottery label)

B&M Burroughs & Mountford BURROUGHS & MOUNTFORD/ 
Tile Works    PATENT TILE WORKS
Trenton, NJ
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Mfg. Abbreviations Tile Company Tileback Markings

Byrdcliffe Byrdcliffe Pottery BYRDCLIFFE
Woodstock, NY Tin. 207/Binns/For 02 (found on a sample 

    tile, c. 1915-1926)

CalArt California Art Tile Co. CALIF ART/TILE Co/RICHMOND/ 
Richmond, CA    CALIF.

CALIFORNIA/ART TILE/COMPANY
CALIFORNIA/ART TILE/ 
   CORPORATION/RICHMOND/CALIF.
CALIFORNIA ART TILE COMPANY/W•
   B•MARPLE/EASTERN 
   REPRESENTATIVE  (on felt, glued to a 
   tile back)
FROM/CALIFORNIA ART TILE 
   CORPORATION/Twenty-seventh and 
   Maine Streets/RICHMOND. CALIF.  (on
   a paper label)
MADE BY/CALIFORNIA/ART TILE/
   CORPORATION/RICHMOND, CALIFORNIA
   (within an oval)

CCP California China Products C.C.P. Co./KAOSPAR
National City, CA K OSP R C.C.P. Co.

KAOSPAR/C.C.P. Co.
KAOSPAR/C C P  Co/FAIENCE

Calco California Clay Products CALCO
South Gate, CA California Clay Products Co.,/South

   Gate, Calif.  (on a paper label)
SO. CAL, CLAY PRODUCTS CO.
[Also, Look for “V” shaped impressions 
   made by the point of a trowel in the wet 
   clay--see Classification 9]

CF California Faience Co. ©/1922/THE TILE SHOP/California 
Berkeley, CA    Faience

California/Faience (impressed script)
CALIFORNIA/FAIENCE/MADE IN/
   BERKELEY/CALIFORNIA  (on a
   paper label)
COMPLIMENTS/R.A. Brunnr Tile Co./
   CHRISTMAS 1920  (on a paper label)

CT&TC California Tile & California (in script--see also Tropico) 
(See also: Western Art Tile Co.) Terra Cotta Co. CALIFORNIA

Glendale, CA

Cambridge Cambridge Tile Mfg. Co. ALLEN TILING/COMPANY/3232 
Covington, KY    ELSTON AVE./CHICAGO 18,/ILL.

CAMBRIDGE
Cambridge  (in script)
CAMBRIDGE/FAIENCE
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Mfg. Abbreviations Tile Company Tileback Markings

Cambridge, con’t. CAMBRIDGE TILE MFGCO
CAMBRIDGE TILE MFG.CO./
   COVINGTON, KY. U.S.A./
   EASTERN BRANCH-NEW YORK
CAMBRITE    51/CINCINNATI  OHIO/
   U. S. A.
Cera-tile (script)/DISTRIBUTED BY/THE
   CAMBRIDGE  TILE  MFG  CO...  (on a
   paper label on a PT&P tile)
LINCOLN MEMORIAL PAPERWEIGHT/
   Manufactured by/The Cambridge Tile 
   Mfg. Co./P.O.   Box 15071 --- Cincinnati 
   15, Ohio  (on a paper label)
SENATOR/EVERETT/M./DIRKSEN
Suntile/The Cambridge Tile Mfg. Co./
   Cleveland, Ohio  (on a paper label)

Catalina Catalina Clay A CATALINA CLAY PRODUCT
Products Co. CATALINA
Avalon, CA CATALINA/I/ISLAND

FROM-CATALINA/CLAY PRODUCTS/ 
   AVALON CALIF.
Made at Catalina (impressed script)

Cathedral Oaks Cathedral Oaks CATHEDRAL-OAKS/ALMA-CAL.
Alma, CA [Also uses an impressed mark of an 

   abstract tree, a pouring pitcher, and a 
   “C” within an “O”--see Classification 10]
[Another impressed mark is a stylistic tree 
   with a hill in the background]

CKAW Chelsea Keramic Art CHELSEA KERAMIC/ART WORKS/
Works    ROBERTSON & SONS
Chelsea, MA

Chicago Crucible Chicago Crucible Co. [Relief eagle within a wreath]/TEA TILE/
Chicago, IL     CHICAGO CRUCIBLE/COMPANY/

   CHICAGO/ILL. (see Classification 10)
CHICAGO/CRUCIBLE/---CO---/
   CHICAGO, ILL

Clark Clark Terra Cotta Co. THECLARK/TERRACOTTA . Co/
Glen_i__d Falls, NY     GLEN_I__D FALLS . NY

Claycraft Co Claycraft Co. Claycraft PERMA - CHROME/CERAMIC
Columbus, OH    GLAZE...   (on a paper label)

Claycraft Claycraft Potteries CLAYCRAFT
Los Angeles, CA CLAYCRAFT/POTTERIES
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Mfg. Abbreviations Tile Company Tileback Markings

Claycraft, con’t. HENRY KRIER/TILE CONTRACTOR/
   MONROVIA

Claycraft Studios Clay Craft Studios [A large “S” with a small “C” in each loop--
Winchester, MA    see Classification 10]

Clay Shingle Clay Shingle Co. MADE ON PERFECTION/PRESS/BY
Indianapolis, IN    CLAY SHINGLE Co/INDIANAPOLIS

Cowan The Cleveland Pottery COWAN
& Tile Co./Cowan Pottery
Cleveland & Rocky
Ridge, OH

Columbia Columbia Encaustic C.E. TILE CO.   CAP O/ANDERSON/
Tile Co.    IND.     U.S.A.
Anderson, IN C. E. TILE CO  ANDERSON  INDIANA

C E TILE CO/ANDERSON IND, U.S.A./
   PATENTED JUNE 20  1898  
COL ENC TILE CO/ANDERSON
COLUMBIA/ENC TILE CO/ANDERSON/
     IND
COLUMBIA/ENCAUSTIC/TILE CO./   
    ANDERSON IND.
PATENTED JUNE 20, 1899/C.E. TILE  
    Co.   ANDERSON   IND.U.S.A.
    (Pat. # 627327--not on tile)

Continental Continental Tile Co. CONTINENTAL
Mikwaukee, WI

Coors Coors Porcelain Co. COORS PORCELAIN CO./GOLDEN,
Golden, CO    COLO./COORS/U.S.A.

D&M D & M (Davies & D-M
MacDonald) Tile Co. D & M TILE CO/707 A------A ST./LOS 
Los Angeles, CA    ANGELES CALIF

Dec-Art Decorative Arts, Inc. DEC-ART/TILES/HAWTHORNE/CALIF
Hawthorne, CA (a logo over)/No. 15/DEC-ART/TRADE 

   MARK/TILES/HAWTHORNE/CALIF.

DTCCo Denver Terra Cotta Co. THE/DENVER/TERRA COTTA/Co. 
Denver, CO    (within a  circle)

Eagle Eagle Tile Co. [1903-08, sold to Matawan Tile Co. and
Keyport, NJ operated as Keyport Tile Co.]

ELE East Liverpool Encaustic E L E T Co/O
Tile Co. EAST LIVERPOOL/ENCAUSTIC/ 
East Liverpool, OH    TILE CO  OHIO

EAST LIVERPOOL/TILE CO OHIO
EAST LVPOOL/OHIO

EPW Electrical Porcelain Lucille’s/Hand Modeled & Hand Painted/
Works/Lucille’s Fireside    Mo___  Porcelain_/”Fireside Tiles”/
Tiles    Electrical Porcelain Works/Berkeley,  
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Mfg. Abbreviations Tile Company Tileback Markings

EPW, con’t Berkeley, CA    Calif./COPYRIGHT 1923/LUCILLE 
      SCHOENFELD  (a stamped mark)

Empire Empire Floor and Wall EMPIRE
Tile Co. EMPIRE F&W TILE CO
Zanesville, OH EMPIRE FLOOR & WALL TILE CO

EMPIRE F&W TILE Co NEW YORK 
   USA
EMPIRE F&W  TILE CO/
   ZANESVILLE     O

Enfield Enfield Pottery & Tile ENFIELD/HAND MADE/POTTERY & 
Works    TILE
Enfield, PA •ENFIELD•POTTERY & TILE•WORKS 

   •ENFIELD•PA [around a house & kiln] 
   (on a paper label)

FMCo Faience Mfg. Co.  
Brooklyn, NY

       
FFTCo Federal Floor Tile Co. FEDERAL FLOOR TILE CO. (around)

Pengilly, MN    LUXOR

FST Federal Seaboard  FEDERAL SEABOARD TERRA 
Terra Cotta Corp.     COTTA/ 10 EAST 40 ST NEW 
Perth Amboy, NJ      YORK CITY

FEDERAL SEABOARD/ 
   TERRA COTTA CORP/NO   
   35

Fischer A.D. Fischer A. D. Fischer/Oct. 20/1916 (possibly a 
???    studio potter)

Flint Flint Faience Co. [An arrowhead--see Classification 10]
Flint, MI FLINTCRAFT/FLINT F & T CO

FLINT/FAIENCE/TILE CO/FLINT/MICH
FLINT/MICH
FLINT/TILE Co/FLINT/MICH (on
   bookends)
FROM/FLINT FAIENCE TILE Co/Flint,
   Michigan

Ford Ford Ceramic Arts FORD CERAMIC STUDIO
Columbus, OH             [Also marked with an impessed side view of 

   a woman’s face--see Classification 10]

Fort Hays Fort Hays State College FORT HAYS STATE COLLEGE 
Fort Hayes, KS    (around) KANSAS [& other objects--see 

   Classification 10]

Franklin Franklin Tile Co. A E/MADE IN USA
Lansdale, PA FRANKLIN

146



             A FIELD GUIDE TO THE KEY PATTERNS ON THE BACKS OF UNITED STATES CERAMIC TILES,              
1870s -1930s (3rd Edition)

Mfg. Abbreviations Tile Company Tileback Markings

Franklin, con’t FRANKLIN FAIENCE
FRANKLIN POTTERY/LANSDALE, 
   PA
FRANKLIN/POTTERY/FAIENCE
FRANKLIN/POTTERY/PLASTIC/ 
   FAIENCE

Frankoma Frankoma Potteries, Inc. ARIZONA/BILTMORE
Sapulpa, OK FRANKOMA/©/ST. CLAIR/HOMER

FRANKOMA/USA
© S.H.

Fulper Fulper FAYENCE/FULPER (paper label)
Flemington, NJ    F/U/L/P/E/R (vertical)

FPP Furlong Poxon Pottery POXON
Co./Poxon China Co.
Vernon, CA

Gilman Gilman Terra Cotta GILMAN TERRA COTTA WORKS/
Works    ELDORA IOWA/Ora Zigler (script)
Eldora, IA

GM Gladding, McBean GMcB
& Co. G.McB.U.S.A.
Lincoln & Glendale, GLADDING McBEAN
CA GLADDING McBEAN & CO./SAN

   FRANCISCO/TERRA COTTA 
   SAMPLE
GLADDING McBEAN/HERMOSA
GLADDING     McBEAN/HERMOSA/ 
   DURACLAY
GLADDING McBEAN & Co.
HERMOSA
HERMOSA/G.McB. U.S.A.
HERMOSA/MADE IN U.S.A.
HERMOSA/TRADE     MARK/ 
   GLADDING McBEAN   & CO./MADE  
   IN  U.S.A.
HERMOSA/TRADE MARK/GLADDING
   McBEAN/U.S. PATENT NO. 1628910
HERMOSA    ®    VU-JOINT    
   G.McB&Co.    U.S.A./PAT. PENDING
JUNIPERO/REG U.S. PAT
MADE IN HOLLYWOOD/PICTORIAL
   ART CO./HOLLYWOOD CALIFORNIA
   /HERMOSA./TRADE MARK/ADD/ 
   A/TILE!/GLADDING McBEAN/U.S. 
   PAT. NO. 1628910/PICTURE OF PURE 
   OILS SPECIAL/HAND PROCESS 
   MAKES IT EVER/LASTING, CLEAN 
   WITH DAMP CLOTH
PALACIO/REG U.S. PAT. OFF.
TROPICO
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Globe Globe Encaustic Tile Co. G.E.T CO./ZANESVILLE  OHIO
Zanesville, OH GLOBE ENCAUSTIC TILE CO  

   ZANESVILLE OHIO

Gonder Gonder Ceramic Arts, Inc. GONDER/CLAY TILE/MADE IN U.S.A.
Zanesville, OH

Greenfield Greenfield Village Pottery GREENFIELD/HAND MADE/VILLAGE
Dearborn, MI

Grueby Grueby Pottery/Grueby ©/1913/by/W.H.Grueby/No. 88
Faience and Tile Co. GRUEBY
Boston, MA & Perth GRUEBY/BOSTON
Amboy, NJ GRUEBY FAIENCE/BOSTON

GRUEBY FAIENCE Co.
GRUEBY FAIENCE Co./BOSTON 
   MASS.
GRUEBY FAIENCE Co.   BOSTON 
   U.S.A. [around a tulip logo]
GRUEBY POTTERY/[a tulip]/TRADE 
   MARK/BOSTON (on a paper label)
GRUEBY TILE/BOSTON
GRUEBY TILE/[tulip logo] BOSTON (see 
   Classification 10)
GRUEBY TILES/...FURNISHED BY/The 
   Mosaic Tile Co., Zanesville, Ohio...  
   (from a paper label--see App. III)
No. 23/Copyrighted 1913/BY/W.H.Grueby

Hamilton Hamilton Tile and H.T. WKS. CO./HAMILTON/OHIO
Pottery Co. HAMILTON
Hamilton, OH HAMILTOI

HAMILTON O
HAMILTON O/O
HAMILTOI/OHIO
HAMILTON OHIO
HAMILTON TILE CO/HAMILTON O
THE/HAMILTON/TILE WORKS Co/
   HAMILTON/OHIO

Handcraft Handcraft Tile Co. HANDCRAFT/1
San Jose, CA HANDCRAFT TILE CO/SAN JOSE, 

   CALIF/2/HAND MADE TILE
SAN JOSE TILE CO/SAN JOSE, CALIF/
   HAND MADE TILE

Harikan Harikan Art Products/ ???
Tile Products Co.
Matawan, NJ

Harris Harris Mfg. Co. [founded 1882, then name changed to Trent]
Trenton, NJ
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Hartford Hartfoed Faience Co. HARTFORD/FAIENCE
Hartford, CT THE/HARTFORD FAIENCE CO/

   HARTFORD, CONN
THE HARTFORD FAIENCE Co/
   HARTFORD, CONN.

H-M Hispano-Moresque HARRY HICKS/HISPANO-MORESQUE/ 
Tile Co.    LOS ANGELES
Los Angeles, CA HISPANO MORESQUE/LOS ANGELES, 

   CAL.
HISPANO MORESQUE/TILE CO./LOS 
   ANGELES/NO.
RRY C. HICKS/PANO-MORESQUE

Hoffman Hoffman Tile Co. HOFFMAN/12/MADE/IN/USA/TILE
Indianapolis, IN ? HOFFMAN TILE

Hoover Hoover Brothers HOOVER/BROS  (tiles for Midwestern 
Midwest?, USA             teachers’conferences in the 1930s are known)

Hull A. E. Hull Pottery Co. AEHULL
Crooksville, OH A-E HULL

HULL/CUSHION
HULL FAIENCE
HULL FAIENCE/CUSHION
HULL TILE
HULL./TILE.

Hull House Hull House School of ART  SCHOOL/HULL-HOUSE/CHICAGO
Art
Chicago, IL

H&L Hyzer & Lewellen H & L
Philadelphia, PA H & L/PHILAD

HYZER & LEWELLEN/PHILAD  PA

PHILAD  PA

Inwood Inwood Pottery Inwood Pottery/[flower impression]/NYC
New York, NY

International International Tile Co. [a Staffordshire knot]/V/I. T. Co

Brooklyn, NY [a Staffordshire knot]/V/I. T. Co/B. N. Y.
I.T.C./[a Staffordshire knot]/B.N.Y.
I.T.Co./[a Staffordshire knot]/B.N.Y.
I. T. Co/B. N. Y.
I. T. Co/
INTERNATIONAL TILE CO/ 
   BROOKLYN, NY
INTERNATIONAL/TILE Co./TRADE  R
   [a Staffordshire knot]D MARK/
   BROOKLYN, N.Y.
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International, con’t. INTERNATL TILE Co/TRADE [a

   Staffordshire knot] MARK/BROOKLYN. 
   N. Y.
INTERNATIONAL/TRADE  R [a 
   Staffordshire knot] D  MARK/TILE Co 
   BROOKLYN, N. Y. (see Classification 
   10)

Iowa Iowa State College ISC/AMES
of Agriculture and (an impressed cipher)
Mechanics 1936
Ames, IA

Kenilworth Kenilworth Tile Co. KeNILWoRTH
East Liverpool, OH

Kensington Kensington Art Tile KENSINGTON  [a baroque spelling
Co.    with a flaming sun and connected
Newport, KY   circles--see Classification 10 for these]

KENSINGTON  [a curved impressed 
   spelling with a small flaming sun]
KENSINGTON/ART TILE
KENSINGTON/ART TILE CO.

Keyport Keyport Tile Co. [c. 1908-12, then sold and renamed 
Keyport, NJ Architectural Tiling Co.]

Kirkham Kirkham Art Tile KIRKHAM ART TILE/BARBERTON 
Barberton, OH    OHIO

THE KIRKHAM/ART TILE CO./ 
   BARBERTON, OHIO./DESIGN

Kitanning Kitanning Clay Mfg. KITT’G CLAY MFG Co
Co.
???

Kohler Kohler JUN 17 1937/KOHLER/PEACHBLOW/
Kohler, WI    OF/KOHLER

Kraftile Kraftile HIGH-FIRED/Kraftile/SAN FRANCISCO
Niles, CA E  N  D (or other, single, capital letters

   stamped on the edges of tiles)

Lakeview Lakeview Terra Cotta Co. LAKEVIEW/TERRA COTTA CO/
Chicago, IL    Chicago/Ill.

LAPB Los Angeles Pressed __. H. R./Los Angeles/LAPB CO  ????
Brick Co. L A P B CO
Los Angeles, Santa P. [or F] H. R./Los Angeles  (possibly
Monica, Richmond &    for Fred H. Robertson)
Alberhill, CA

Low J. & J.G. Low Art BY THE/LOW ART TILE Co/CHELSEA/ 
Tile Co.    MASS/COPYRIGHT 1894/BY/THE 
Chelsea, MA    LOW ART TILE Co

COPYRIGHT 1882, BY J. & J.G. LOW
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Low, con’t. DESIGNED & MADE FOR THE 
   CONWAY CABINET CO. (around) BY
   THE/ LOW ART TILE CO/CHELSEA/ 
   MASS/COPYRIGHT 1894/BY/THE 
   LOW ART TILE Co. 
J & JG LOW/ART TILE WORKS/
   CHELSEA MASS USA
J. & J. G. LOW/(crossed keys)/PATENT
   ART TILE/WORKS/CHELSEA MASS.
J. & J.G. LOW/PATENT ART TILE
   WORKS/CHELSEA MASS./PAT’D/
   FEB. 1_/187_
J. & J.G. LOW/PATENT/ART TILE/
   WORKS/CHELSEA,/MASS. U.S.A./
   COPYRIGHT 1881 by J & JG LOW
J.G. & J.F. LOW./ART TILE WORKS./
   CHELSEA./MASS. U.S.A.
J.G.&J.F.LOW./CHELSEA/MASS.,U.S.A.
J.G. & J.F. LOW/MADE FOR/ 
   HAYWARD/&/HUTCHINSON/ 
   WASHINGTON
J.G. & J.F. LOW/MADE FOR/THE/
   HENRY DIBBLEE Co/CHICAGO
MADE FOR/__ S. CONOYER & CO./
   -----BY-----/J.&J.G. LOW/PATENT/
   ART TILE WORKS/CHELSEA 
   MASS/U.S.A.
MADE/FOR/Wm. H. Jackson & Co. (in
   script)/BY J. & J.G. LOW/ART TILE
   WORKS/CHELSEA/MASS/USA
PAT FEB 18 1886
PAT’D FEB. 16, 1886
Patented Feb 18, 1879 (in script)/REG.
   TRADE MARK/[crossed keys]  J.&J.G.
   Low (in script)/Chelsea (in script)
REG.   TRADE/MARK   [crossed keys]
SMOKE/ESTABROOK & EATON’S/LA
   MARINELA/KEY WEST CIGAR
TELEPHONE/____ MAIN/E.H. WHITNEY
   .../FOR/GAS HEATERS...  (on a paper
   label)

Ludowici Ludowici Celadon Co./ CELADONCO CHICAGO/
(Celadon Terra Cotta     LUDOWI
Co.) LUDOWICI-CELADON/CHICAGO
New Lexington, OH & LUDOWICI-CELADON CO./CHICAGO
Chicago, IL LUDOWICI CELADON CO/CHICAGO./   

   IMPERIAL TILE/PAT’D APR 8TH 1924
LUDOWICI CELADON/CHICAGO/
   IMPERIAL TILE
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LUDOWICI-CELADON CO/ENGLISH
This sample...of/FIREFLASHED/Tiles...
   (from a paper label)

Malibu Malibu Potteries FROM/MALIBU POTTERIES/P.O.
Malibu, CA    BOX 508/SANTA MONICA, CALIF.

MALIBU
MALIBU POTTERIES
Rindge

Marblehead Marblehead Potteries M   [a ship with sails]   P (see 
Marblehead, MA    Classification 10)

MARBLEHEAD/POTTERY (in an oval)/
   M   [a ship with sails]   P
MARBLEHEAD/[a ship with sails]  (paper
   label)

Mason Mason City Brick & DENISON  ?    E22/MASON CITY BRICK
Tile Co.    & TILE Co
Mason City, IA

Matawan Matawan Tile Co./ MATAWAN
Progressive Art Tile Co. MATAWAN TILE CO/PRO-CER
Matawan, NJ PROGRESSIVE/ART TILE CO/

   MATAWAN/N  J/Hand Decorated

MM Matt Morgan Art MATT MORGAN/ART POTTERY CO.
Pottery Co.    CIN’TI. O.
Cincinnati, OH MATT MORGAN/---CIN’TI O---/ART

   POTTERY Co
THE/MATT MORGAN/ART POTTERY
   CO/CIN’TI. O.

Mayer Joseph Mayer’s Arsenal J. MAYER/TRENTON   N  J
Pottery MAYER
Trenton, NJ

Maywood Maywood Art Tile Co. MAYWOOD
Maywood, NJ MAYWOOD/N.J.

Menlo Park Menlo Park Ceramic MENLO PARK/CERAMIC WORKS/J T S
Works MENLO PARK/CERAMIC WORKS/
Menlo Park, NJ    VOLKMAR TILE

Metlox Metlox Potteries METLOX A
Manhattan Beach, CA

MAM M. A. Metzner Mfg. Co. [c. 1908-10, sold and operated as Perth 
Perth Amboy, NJ Amboy Tile Co.]

Metzner Metzner Hatt & Co. MET IER/HATT & CO/HAMILTOI/
Hamilton, OH    OHIO
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Mex Mexican Arts & Crafts MEXICAN ARTS AND CRAFTS/San
San Antonio, TX    Antonio, Texas (stamped mark)

[A stylized maguey craftsmark, registered by
   Ethel Wilson Harris in 1937, is found on
   the front of some tiles.]

Midland Midland Terra Cotta Co. MTCCO
Chicago, IL

Mission Crafts Mission Crafts [Ethel Wilson Harris’ maguey mark may be
San Antonio, TX    stamped, drawn or incised on the tile’s

   reverse--see Classification 10]
[Maguey mark over] San Jose Mission (in
   script)
Made in/San Jose Mission (in script)

Mor Moravian Pottery and MOR (intertwined cipher--see Classification 
Tile Works    10)
Doylestown, PA MOR/1959  (with other dates, also)

MORAVIAN

Morton Morton Pottery AMISH WARE/HAND PAINTED
Morton, IL

Mosaic Mosaic Tile Co. [Multiple impressed ovals--see Class. 10]
Zanesville, OH [An intertwined “MTC” logo--see 

   Classification 10]
DIAMOND   MOSAIC   M   GRIP
LINCOLN PARK CHAPTER/REUNION/
   KSHTWSST/1911/No 177 CHICAGO.
   R•A•M•
Made From/All/American/Material/in/
   America/by/Americans/Mosaic Tile Co/
   Zanesville/Ohio
MOSAIC  [either in an oval or by itself]
MOSAIC [in an oval]/ALLEN TILING/
   COMPANY/3232 ELSTON AVE./
   CHICAGO  18./ILL.
   MOSAIC/DUSTPREST
MOSAIC [in an oval]/MADE IN U.S.A.
MOSAIC TILE CO   ZANESVILLE  O
   [around the MTC logo]
RIM GRIP BACK C/PAT SEPT 24-07
THE MOSAIC TILE CO.
THE MOSAIC TILE CO.   ZANESVILLE
   TRADE  [MTC logo]  MARK  (around)
   ASEPTIC [and a partial caduceus]
THE MOSAIC TILE CO./MOSAIC [in an
   oval]/M/ZANESVILLE O. NEW YORK.
   N.Y.
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Mosaic, con’t. THE MOSAIC TILE CO. ZANESVILLE
   OHIO (around) ROBERT TREAT/250TH/
   ANNIVERSARY/CELEBRATION./
   NEWARK./NEW JERSEY./1916/MAY
   OCT.
THE MOSAIC TILE CO. ZANESVILLE
   OHIO (around) POOR/RICHARD CLUB 
   /PHILADELPHIA/HOSTS TO/THE
  ASSOCIATED/ADVERTISING/CLUBS 
   OF THE WORLD/IN CONVENTION/ 
   JUNE/1916
TRADE [logo] MARK/J. DESCO AND
   SON/TILE - MARBLE/TERRAZO/
   1908-10 CANTON ST./DALLAS/
   TEXAS 
TRADE  [MTC logo] MARK/MOSAIC 
   TILE CO./OF ZANESVILLE. O. USA/
   SUCURSAL GALIANO/24/HABANA.
TRADE [logo] MARK/THE MOSAIC
   TILE/COMPANY/ZANESVILLE 
   OHIO/NEW YORK/N.Y.

Mount Casino Mount Casino Art Tile Mount Casino  (in script)
& Enameled Brick Co.
Covington, KY

Mueller Mueller Mosaic Co. FAIENCE/MMCo./Hand-made Faience
Trenton, NJ     (from a paper label)

MUELLER MOSAIC Co./TRENTON, N.J.
   /SAMPLE OF/HAND-MADE/FLEMISH
   TILE  (from a paper label)

Muncie Muncie Clay Products/ (Although no tile markings have been 
Muncie Potteries, Inc.    found, there are groove key markings on 
Muncie, IN    at least one tile back--see Classification 9)

Muresque Muresque Tiles, Inc. MURESQUE/TILES/OAKLAND
Oakland, CA MURESQUE TILES INC/[illegible

   address], Oakland, Cal
Copyright 1928/Muresque Tiles, Inc/
   Oakland, Ca.

NMTC National Mosaic Tile NATIONAL/MOSAIC/FLOORING 
Flooring Co.     CO
Mobile, AL
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National National Tile Co. ANCHOR BACK
Anderson, IN (on a paper label) HANLEY  PACKING  

   HOUSE TILE/.../HANLEY
     COMPANY...BRADFORD, PA./Distributed By/

   NATIONAL  TILE  CO. ... ANDERSON, 
     IND./...
IATIOIAL
NATIONAL
NATIONAL/ANCHOR BACK PAT.
   DEC. 3   1907
NATIONAL/Lifetime (script)/TILE [in a
   sheild]/MADE IN ANDERSON 
   INDIANA   U.S.A.
NATIONAL/TILE [in a sheild] (from a
   paper label on a salesman’s sample board)
NATIONAL TILE CO/13/ANDERSON
   IND   U  S  A 
N.T. Co.   ANDERSON   IND   USA/
   ANCHOR BACK PAT. APPLIED. 
   FOR.
N. T. CO. PP   DF
R  NATIONAL•   PAT.   APL.
THE NATIONAL. TILE. Co./ANDERSON.
   IND. U.S.A.

NC Newcomb College [A logo with an “N” within a larger “C”]
New Orleans, LA NEWCOMB  (attributed to the Newcomb

   Guild at Newcomb College, post 1940)
NEWCOMB/POTTERY  (from a paper
   label c. early 1900s)

NJMTCo New Jersey Mosaic Tile Co.   [c. 1902-1904]
Matawan, NJ

NJTCCo New Jersey Terra Cotta N.J.T.O.CO  (c. 1922, script, sic?)
Co. THE NEW JERSEY TERRA COTTA CO/
Perth Amboy, NJ    2   0   8

NJTCo New Jersey Tile Co. [c. 1900-1934]
Trenton, NJ

NJWPA New Jersey WPA Arts N.J.W.P.A. ARTS & CRAFTS 
& Crafts    A HALLIGAN
Trenton ?, NJ

NYATC New  York NEW YORK ARCHITECTURAL
Architectural Terra    TERRA COTTA COMPANY
Cotta Co.    [within an impressed oval]
Long Island City, NY NEW YORK/ARCHITECHTURAL 

   TERRA COTTA/CO., 1887
I  7      

NYV New York Vitrified N. Y. V.
Tile Co. N Y V/7 8
Brooklyn, NY N Y V/BKLYN

155



A FIELD GUIDE TO THE KEY PATTERNS ON THE BACKS OF UNITED STATES CERAMIC TILES,              
1870s -1930s (3rd Edition)

Mfg. Abbreviations Tile Company Tileback Markings

NWTC Northwestern Terra THE/NORTHWESTERN/TERRA COTTA
Cotta Co.    Co
Chicago, IL

Norton Norton Company NORTON ALLUNDUM
Worcester, MA    (possibly not a tile company)

OET Ohio Encaustic Tile Co. O.E.T. Co.  Z/No 4
Zanesville, OH OHIO ENCAUSTIC/TILE COMPY/

   No 70/ZANESVILLE
OHIO ENCAUSTIC TILE Co/
   ZANESVILLE/No 17
THE OHIO/ENCAUSTIC/TILE CO/
   ZANESVILLE/OHIO

OTC/OTW Ohio Tile Co./Ohio THE OHIO TILE CO.  HAMILTON, O.  4
Tile Works THE OHIO TILE WKS   HAMILTON  O
Hamilton, OH

Ohr Ohr Pottery  ??? G E Ohr (in script)
Biloxi, MS

   
Old Bridge Old Bridge Tile Co./ BRIDGE

 Old Bridge Enamelled OLD BRIDGE
Brick & Tile Co. OLD BRIDGE/PATAPPLIEDFOR

  Old Bridge, NJ OLD BRIDGE/PAT CLINCHER
PAT. CLINCHER/OLD BRIDGE

Olean Olean Tile Co. OLEAN TILE COMPANY/OLEAN, NEW
Olean, NY    YORK...  (from a paper label)

Overbeck Overbeck Pottery [An “OBK” logo over] F (Mary Frances 
Cambridge City, IN    Overbeck’s cipher)

Owen Charles R. Owen & Co./ C.R.O. & Co./Newburgh NY
 Owen & Co./Owen. OWEN/NEW-BURGH/N.Y.

 & Peirce,/Raven OWEN/&/PEIRCE/NEW-BURGH/N.Y.
Owen & Co R O & Co/NEW-/BURGH/N.Y.
Newburgh, NY RAVEN OWEN &Co/ART   TILE/ 

   NEWBURGH  NY

Owens J.B. Owens Tile Co. JACKSON CO./DOVE TAIL/PAT. AUG.
Zanesville, OH    19. 1902  (attributed to Owens)

J.B. OWENS TILE CO/HOLD FAST
J.B. OWENS TILE CO/PAT SEPT 13
   1911   HOLD  FAST
MADE BY/TheJ-B-OWENS/Pottery Co.

Ozark Ozark Tile Co.  ??? Oz a r k  T i l e  
or Ozark Pottery  ???    
Missouri or Arkansas  ???
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Pacific Pacific Art Tile Co.  ???
Glendale ???, CA

PCP Pacific Clay Products PACIFIC [under a sun with rays--see 
???, CA    Classification 10]

TROPHY-TILE/P C P

PT&P Pacific Tile & Porcelain CERATILE
Co. CERATILE/PT&P Co./MADE  IN  USA
Los Angeles, CA Cera-tile (in script)/DISTRIBUTED BY/

   THE CAMBRIDGE TILE MFG CO... (on a
   paper label on a PT&P tile)
PACIFIC TILE
RAMONA
“RAMONA” TILE/P.T.&P. Co./MADE
   IN  U.S.A.

Paducah Paducah Tile Co. PADUCAH TILE
Paducah, KY PADUCAH/TILE

Pardee C. Pardee Tile Works C.P. WKS.
Perth Amboy, NJ C. PARDEE

C. PARDEE/WKS.   P.A.N.J.
C. PARDEE WKS/P. AMBOY,/N. J.
C. PARDEE/WORKS/P.A.N.J.
C. PARDEE WORKS/P. AMBOY  N.J.
C. PARDEE WORKS/PERTH AMBOY, 
   NJ
PARDEE/77 ....25
PARDEE GRIP BACK
THECPARDEEWORKS

Paul Revere Paul Revere Pottery/ P.R.P. and/or   P.R.P./RC. (artist’s initials)
Saturday Evening Girls PAUL REVERE/POTTERY [under a man
Boston, MA    riding a horse]  (on a paper label)

S E G

Perth Amboy Perth Amboy Terra Perth Amboy/Terra Cotta Co.
Cotta Co.
Perth Amboy, NJ

PATCo Perth Amboy Tile Works [c. 1910-1930]
Perth Amboy, NJ

Pewabic Pewabic Pottery IRA/ELLA
Detroit, MI PEWABIC

PEWABIC DETROIT  (impressed in a 
   circle; 1 1/2”D, c. 1920s; 3/4”D, c. 1940s 

      & 1950s; 1 1/16”D, c. post-1980)

Pittsburgh Pittsburgh Encaustic PITTSBURGH ENCAUSTIC/TILE. CO
Tile Co.    LIMITED
Pittsburgh, PA
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Pomona Pomona Tile Mfg. Co. DESIGNED BY/GEORGE NELSON/ 
Pomona, CA    MADE IN U.S.A./POMONA

POMONA
3  POMONA  MADE/IN/USA/U.S. PAT.
   NO. 1694665
POMONA TILE/ARK CITY/MADE IN 
   U.S.A.

PLC Porcelain Letter Co. PORCELAIN Letter Co./CINCINNATI O.
Cincinnati, OH

Progressive Progressive Ceramics Co. PROGRESSIVE/CERAMICS/WARWOOD
Warwood, WV    W. VA.

Proutyline Proutyline Products Co. PROUTYLINE
Hermosa Beach, CA HERMOSA/TRADE   MARK/U. S.  PAT.   NO.

   1              9   0

Providential Providential Tile Works B. K. & R./TRENTON./N. J.
Trenton, NJ MADE. FOR./THE J.L.MOTT.IRON

   WORKS.N.Y./BY. PROVIDENTIAL./
   TILE.WORKS/TRENTON.N.J.
PROVIDENTIAL
PROVIDENTIAL/N.J./G   .25/TRENTON
PROVIDENTIAL/TILE  CO./TRENTON   
   N.J./ C. 8
PROVIDENTIAL TILE WORKS./
   TRENTON   N J
PROVIDENTIAL TILE WORKS./
   TRENTON.   N. J./BROOME. 
   KIRKHAM/& ROBINSON
PROVIDENTIAL/TRENTON
P T CO
P. T./DESIG    F/TRENTON, N.J.
P.T. Co.
P/T   W  [over crossed swords]
P.T.W. 
P.T.W./DESIGN    D/TRENTON    N J
P.T.W.P.
P  T  W/TRENTON   N J
P.T.W./T.N.J.
THE PROVIDENTIAL
THE PROVIDENTIAL/TRENTON. 
   N.J./K. R. & C.
THE/PROVIDENTIAL/TILE WORKS/

 F. 44/TRENTON.N.J.
        THE/PROVIDENTIAL/TILE 

   WORKS/F 50/TRENTON, N. J.
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THE/PROVIDENTIAL/TILE WORKS/
   TRENTON,N.J./A   D1/B.K.R.& Co
THE/PROVIDENTIAL/TILE WORKS 

    /TRENTON.N.J./C. 12  ./BROOME   .
   KIRKHAM/&  .   ROBINSON/COLOR

PTMFG PT Mfg. Co.  ??? PT MFG CO/EAST/LIVERPOOL/
East Liverpool, OH    OHIO

RATW Raritan Art Tile Works Copyright/by G. De/ Festetics/Raritan/Art/
South Amboy, NJ    Tile Works/Perth/amboy/NJ (in script)

COPYRIGHT BY G DE FESTETICS, 
   1884
RARITAN TILE WORKS/SOUTH
   AMBOY  NJ

Rhead Rhead Pottery RHEAD/[cipher--see Classification 10]
Santa Barbara, CA

Robertson Robertson Art Tile Co. GWashington/1732-1932/ 
Morrisville, PA    [logo]ROBERTSON[logo]

O  ROBERTSON 5
ROBERTSON
ROBERTSON ART TILE CO/TRENTON,
   N  J
ROBERTSON ART TILE CO.---Ro ---
   TRENTON, N.J.
ROBERTSON/DESIGN
ROBERTSON/FLORMATEX
P   ROBERTSON   4  16/GRIP     BACK
ROBERTSON/MADE IN USA
ROBERTSON/[a logo] PLANATILE
ROBERTSON/TARGET BACK  1

Rookwood Rookwood Pottery [an “ P” cipher joined at the vertical line, 
Cincinnati, OH    sometimes under flames--see 

   Classification 10]
ROOKWOOD/FAIENCE

Rossman The Robert Rossman ROSSMAN
Co. & Corp. Rossman Corporation (on a paper label)
New York, NY & [An impressed “R” in a rectangle]
Beaver Falls, PA

Rue J.L. Rue Pottery Co. THE J L RUE POTTERY CO (around)
South Amboy &    MATAWAN/N.J.
Matawan, NJ
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Mfg. Abbreviations Tile Company Tileback Markings

Rushmore Rushmore Pottery Rushmore Pottery/Black Hills/SD  (in   script)
Black Hills, SD   

S&S S&S (Solon & S & S/TILE CO./SAN JOSE/CAL
Schemmel) Tile Co. S & S/•TILES•/SAN JOSE CAL
San Jose, CA

SJP San Jose Potteries SJP  (found on the front LR corner of some
San Antonio, TX    tiles)

SAN JOSE/POTTERIES
SAN JOSE POTTERIES/SAN JOSE 
   TILES/SAN ANTONIO  TEXAS

SMB Santa Monica Brick Co. MONACO/SANTA MONICA/BRICK CO.
Santa Monica, CA

SM/T Santa Monica Tiles/ SANTA MONICA/TILES
Taylor Tilery TAYLOR
Santa Monica, CA

Sayre Sayre & Fisher Co. SAYRE&FISHERCo/SAYREVILLENJ
Sayreville, NJ

S&L Solon & Larkin SOLON/&/LARKIN/CAL/SANJO E
San Jose, CA SOLON/&/LARKIN/CA /SANJOSE

Solon & Larkin (script)/SAN JOSE
   CALIFORNIA/TILE 
   MANUFACTURERS (paper label)

Southern The Southern Co./The ???
Southern Tile Co.
San Antonio, TX

SP The Spanish Potters Design # F-7/The Spanish Potters/3959
Los Angeles, CA    Goodwi[“n” or “ll”] AV/L.A./Phone/ 

   Glendale 2820-J

Star Star Encaustic Tile Co. S.E.T. C O
Pittsburgh, PA STAR E.T. Co./LTD.

STAR/ENCAUSTIC/TILE  Co/
   PITTSBURGH
TILE/CO  (see Classification 10)
STAR/TILE Co/PITTSBURGH

Standard Standard Tile Co.  ??? Standard/TIFFIN O
Tiffin, OH

Standard Tile Standard Tile Co. STANDARD   E 3
Zanesville, OH

STMC Standard Tile Mosaic STANDARD TILE MOSAIC & 
& Cement Co.    CEMENT CO. (around) SAN
San Francisco, CA    FRANCISCO/CAL.
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Mfg. Abbreviations Tile Company Tileback Markings

Stark Stark Brick Co. The Stark Brick Co./C A N T O N
Canton, OH    O H I O

Stonelight Stonelight Tile Co. STONELIGHT TILE Co/SAN JOSE CAL
San Jose, CA

Strobl J.H. Strobl Pottery/ 1910/[a large “S” logo with a vertical line 
Strobl Tile Co.    from the top to 3/4 of the length of the S
Cincinnati, OH    --see Classification 10]

[The logo on its side]/STROBL
STROBL
S T R O B L

Sullivan Sullivan Studio SULLIVAN STUDIO/Rapid City, South
Rapid City, SD    Dakota/Rights Reserved

Tahanto Tahanto Mfg. Co. COPYRIGHTED 1886/BY/THE 
Pocasset, MA    TAHANTO M N FG Co/POCASSET 

   MASS/U S A

TMTC Texas Mosaic Tile Co./ MOSAIC TILE Co. SAN ANTONIO
Mosaic Tile Co./E.R.    (in a circle around) TEX.
Lozano & Co.
San Antonio, TX

Tiffany The Tiffany Enameled TIFFANY
Brick Co.
Momence, IL

Trent Trent Tile Co. E  TRENT/TRENTON, N.J.
Trenton, NJ FROM TRENT TILE Co/_____/R/COL/

   SAMPLE.
GRIP    BACK/TRENT 10
GRIP/TRENT/BACK
TRENT
Trent (in script)
4 R/TRENT/COLOR
TRENT/M   D

/TRENT
TRENT TILE/TRENTON. N.J./U. S. A.
TRENT  TILE  Co    TRENTON  N J/GRIP   6   
   BACK

Tropico Tropico Potteries TROPICO

Glendale, CA TROPICO/ 
TROPICO/GLENDALE/[a logo of a “T”
   with “TROPICO/POTTERIES” over the
   vertical bar of the “T”]/POTTERIES
   [TROPICO P]OTTERIES/California 
   (script and underlined)
Tropico Potteries, Inc./GLENDALE, CALIF
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Tudor Tudor Potteries, Inc. Tudor  (in script)

Los Angeles, CA TUDOR/POTTERIES/HOLLYWOOD/
   WARE/LOS ANGELES/CALIF.  (paper
   label)
TUDOR TILES/No. ___/Tudor Potteries, 
   Inc./ Los Angeles, California

USETC United States Encaustic NO  12/USET   CO/INDIANAPOLIS IND.
Tile Co. SETC
Indianapolis, IN USET

USETC
USETC/INDIANAPOLIS IND/6 x 3 INCH
U.S.E.T.Co.
U.S.E.T.Co/IND.
U.S.E.T Co/2 1/8 \ 2 1/8
U.S.   E.T.   CO./IND   IAN   APO/LIS   
   IND.
U.S.E.T.Co./INDIANAPOLIS  IND/PATENT/
   4 1/4 X 4 1/4
U.S.E.T.Co./No  12
USET Co PAT JUNE 15 1875/INDIANAPOLIS 
   IND
U S E TILE Co/INDIANAPOLIS IND
U   S/TILE   Co/INDIANAPOLIS   IND
UNITED STATES ENCAUSTIC TILE Co/
   INDIANAPOLIS/IND.
UNITED STATES ENCAUSTIC TILE CO
   INDIANAPOLIS IND. (around) 
   HIGHART/MAJOLICA/_OM___
UNIT/ENCA/INDI/IN
THE  U  S  ENCAUSTIC  TILE  Co/
   INDIANAPOLIS/IND

USETW United States Encaustic ENC   TILE   WORKS   
Tile Works   INDIANAPOLIS   IND 
Indianapolis, IN    [around an intertwined “US” logo--see 

   Classification 10]
U S E T W
U   S/E   T   W
U.S.E.T.W.
U.S.E.T.W.
USETW Co
U-S-E-T-W/INDIANAPOLIS./IND.
U. S. E. T./WORKS
U. S. E. T./WORKS/INDIANAPOLIS

USQ United States Quarry CUSHION EDGE
Tile Co. ROMANY  GREEN MOTTLE/ROMANY/
Parkersburg, WV    USQTOC  C4A/CUSHION EDGE/
& Canton, OH    UNITED STATES QUARRY TILE Co/

   PARKERSBURG, W. VA.
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ROMANY  LEVEL-SET/[a helmeted head]/
   MADE IN U.S.A.  SPARTAN/U.S. 
   PAT./NO. 29049  (see Classification 10)
ROMANY/USQTCO
ROMANY TILE
ROMANY/TILES/UNITED STATES
   QUARRY TILE Co./CANTON, OHIO
   (on a paper label)
USQTC
USQTC  PAT 2756149  ROMANY  ???  
   (around the tile’s edges; tile made c. 
   1942)
USQTCO/ROMANY
UNITED STATES QUARRY TILE CO.
   ROMANY TILE
U.S. QUARRY TILE CO/ROMANY 
   TILES/CANTON OHIO

Unitile Unitile UNITILE/PAT.6.16.13./NO 7?115? (this
Urichsville, OH      patent number is from c.1905, not 1913)

“T” within a “U” cipher (see Classification 
   10)

UCP University City Pottery UC/19[logo]14
St. Louis, MO

UND University of North MADEATTHE/COLLEGEOFMININGENG
Dakota/School of Mines    INEERING/STATE UNIVERSITY,/
Grand Forks, ND    GRAND FORKS, N.D.

 U.N.D./GRAND FORKS   N D
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH DAKOTA 
   GRAND FORKS. N.D. (around) MADE/
   AT/SCHOOL OF MINES/N D, CLAY

Valencia Valencia Spanish CALIFORNIA/CULVER/SPANISH/CITY/
Tile Co.    TILE CO
Culver City, CA CALIFORNIA SPANISH TILE

SPANISH
SPANISH TILE Co

VB Van Briggle Pottery Co. V B
Colorado Springs, CO V B P Co.

VBPCo
V/B/T [vertical, w/in a rectangle]/VAN
   BRIGGLE/TILE/[a connected double A 
   logo] (these marks are on new VB tiles)

Volga Volga Studios Volga (in raised script on the front of the 
Los Angeles, CA    tiles)

VKTC Volkmar Keramic Tile ALHAMBRA/WM. H. JACKSON & CO/
Co.    UNION SQUARE/NEW YORK [in a
Queens, NY  ???    cartouche]/VOLKMAR [in a rectangle]

VOLKMAR
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Volkmar Volkmar Kilns Charles Volkmar (written)/.V. (in script)
Metuchen, NJ V (in script on the front of a tile)

Walrich Walrich Pottery [An impressed, intertwined WP logo--see
Berkeley, CA    Classification 10]

HOWDEN TILE CO (stamped mark)
Walrich
WALRICH/Berkeley Cal
WALRICH POTTERY BERKELEY
   CALIFORNIA (on a paper label)

Waco Washington Brick, WACO
Lime and Sewer Pipe H/o/l/i/d/a/y G/r/e/e/t/i/n/g/s  Mr. a/n/d/ 
Co.    Mrs./  A/B/F/o/s/s/e/e/n (on the front of
Clayton, WA    annually commissioned Christmas tiles in 

   the 1920s and 1930s)

Weller S.A. Weller Co. COMPLIMENTS/OF/HERBERT A.
Zanesville, OH    HUGHES/GRAND REPRESENTATIVE

   /I.O.O.F./ZANESVILLE, OHIO
WELLER
WELLER/ART/TILES  

Wenczel Wenczel Tile Co. WENCZEL
Trenton, NJ Wenczel  (in script)

WENCZEL TILE CO/TRENTON

West Coast West Coast Tile Co. KAOSPAR
Vernon, CA KAOSPAR/WCT Co

KAOSPAR/W C T C O
K           R/AOSPA/WCTCO
WEST COAST TILE CO.

Western Western Art Tile Works California (in script)
Glendale, CA WESTERN ART TILE WKS/LOS

   ANGELES CAL

WRTC The Western Roofing THE/WESTERN ROOFING TILE CO./
Tile Co.    COFFEEVILLE, KANSAS
Coffeeville, KS

WTCCo Western Terra Cotta Co. WESTERN TERRA COTTA Co
Kansas City, KS

Wheatley T.J. Wheatley Tile WP
& Pottery Co. WHEATLEY
Cincinnati, OH

Wheeling Wheeling Tile Co. WHEELING
Wheeling, WV WHEELING 6x1/2x1/2
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WHEELING/CUSHION
WHEELING/CUSHION   REG
WHEELING      NEW BEVEL
WHEELING/XIM  X
1/WHEELING

White The White Brick & (There are no known marks)
Terra Cotta Co.
Clayton, MA

Winkle Winkle Terra Cotta Co. WINKLE TERRA COTTA/ST LOUIS...
 St. Louis, MO THE WINKLE/Terra Cotta Co/St. 

   Louis, Mo.
THE WINKLE/Terra Cotta Co./ST. LOUIS,
   MO.  (impressed w/i a circle)
THE WINKLE TERRA COTTA Co/ST.
   LOUIS, MO./CENTURY BUILDING [in
   an oval]

Woolenius Woolenius Tile Co. (There are no known company marks)
Berkeley, CA

WPA/ND WPA Certamics WPA/CERAMICS/N. DAK.
???, ND

WPA/SA WPA Arts and Crafts WPA/AC (see Classification 10)
Division
San Antonio, TX

ZMC Zanesville Majolica Co. ZANESVILLE/MAJOLICA / 
Zanesville, OH    COMPANY

ZTC Zanesville Tile Co. COMPLIMENTS/THE ZANESVILLE TILE
Zanesville, OH    CO.,/.../.../J. B. OWENS POTTERY/...

   /ZANESVILLE, OHIO (on a paper label)
ZANESVILLE TILE CO./ZANESVILLE
   OHIO  U.S.A.
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MARKS FOUND ON U.S. TILES OF UNKNOWN MANUFACTURERS

B. T. CO.

J  A

U  S

W.W.MONTAGUE & CO./    SAN  FRANCISCO.  [raised, in a circle; a tile distributor]
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Antiques, Zanesville, OH, 1972.

The Tile Heritage Foundation has published reproductions of many vintage catalogs of 
United States tile manufacturers. A list of these catalogs and their prices can be found on the 
THF website, http://tileheritage.org/. The THF has also published a journal, Tile Heritage, and 
a newsletter, Flashpoint, both of which contain informative articles about historical tiles and 
tilemakers. In addition, if you can find them, the Perrault-Rago Gallery in Lambertville, NJ 
published four art tile auction catalogs from 1994-1997, and the Cincinnati Art Galleries, 
Cincinnati, OH published a tile auction catalog in 1999, all of which are helpful for tile 
identification.

Other sources of information are the websites of tile collector/historian Michael Swann 
(http://www.derbycity.com/michael/home.html); the Potteries of Trenton Society 
(http://www.potteriesoftrentonsociety.org/); the website of the Friends of Terra Cotta 
(http://www.preserve.org/fotc/); the American Art Pottery Association (http://www.aapa.info/);  
the Tiles and Architectural Ceramics Society of England (http://www.tilesoc.org.uk/index.htm); 
and Buckland Books is an excellent source for books and pamphlets about tiles and architectural 
ceramics (http://www.bucklandbooks.co.uk/). Two new educational/research websites for tiles 
were initiated in 2010: the “Historic U.S. tile installation database” at 
https://sites.google.com/site/tileinstallationdb/, and a website for articles relating to tiles, tile 
companies and tile installations at http://tileresearcharticles.omeka.net/.

There are also many ceramic museum and informational websites such as The East 
Liverpool, Ohio Museum of Ceramics (http://www.themuseumofceramics.org/index.html); 
the Potteries of East Liverpool website (http://www.carnegie.lib.oh.us/potteries.htm); the 
Museum of Medieval and Encaustic Tile (http://www.euro-archt-salvage.com/msmpg.html); 
the California Heritage Museum (http://californiaheritagemuseum.org/); the Ross C. Purdy 
Museum of Ceramics (http://www.acers.org/purdymuseum/); and the Everson Museum 
(http://www.everson.org/home.php), among others.

There are many commercial antique tile websites that are excellent resources. Some of 
these are Antique Articles (http://antiquearticles.com/); Karen Michelle-Antique Tiles 
(http://antiquetiles.com/); Bungalow Bill (http://bungalowbill.com/); Tile Heaven 
(http://www.tile-heaven.co.uk/index.htm#info); California tiles (http://caltiles.com/); Villa 
Lagoon Tile (http://www.villalagoontile.com/history-of-encaustic-tiles.html); Wells Tile & 
Antiques (http://www.wellstile.com/); and Zoe Voigt has an internet blog about tiles and tile 
history (http://letstalktile.blogspot.com/).
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