82 Washington Square East

Salem

According to available evidence, this house was built for Capt. Francis
Boardman, privateer and shipmaster, in 1783.

In September, 1782, Francis Boardman, 36, purchased the land on which his house
would be built in the following year. The house was not completely finished right
away, but remained a work in progress for the next several years; nevertheless, it
would appear that Capt. Boardman and family occupied it by 1783 (note: in the 1785
list of households belonging to the East Church, Rev. William Bentley recorded that
the Francis Boardmans resided “on the common” (Bentley, I:8).

Francis Boardman (1746-1792) was baptized 8§ March 1746, the son of John
Boardman 3rd and Mary Baker of Ipswich. His father may have been the Lt. John
Boardman who, on a winter voyage, was, on 10 March 1755, “cast on shore at
Castle Hill and perished with snow and cold.” Francis had siblings Mary, Lucy,
John, and Ebenezer; and his mother may have married, second, John Potter, an
Ipswich yeoman.

As a lad, Francis was, evidently, bound out to learn the trade of a mariner. He may
have sailed as a cabin-boy and later as a teenaged deck-hand; and he worked his way
up to able-bodied seaman, perhaps sailing as a mate by the time he was twenty. The
outline of his subsequent career may be traced in the logbooks he kept, on file at the
Peabody Essex Museum.

In 1767, Francis Boardman, 21, made a voyage from Jamaica to London on the ship
Vaughan, Capt. Benjamin Davis, on which Francis kept the log (as he would on
most or all of his subsequent voyages). Ralph D. Paine, in his The Ships and Sailors
of Old Salem (1909, pp. 35-38), writes that Francis Boardman was “a seaman, who
rose to a considerable position as a Salem merchant,” and mentions that Boardman,
in 1767, was mate of the Vaughan and in its log-book left the beginning of a letter:
“Dear Polly, These lines comes with my love to you, hoping this will find you in as
good health as they leave me at this time, blessed be God for so great a mercy.”
Francis was a great one for practicing his letter writing. The Vaughan voyaged to
London, where young Francis had a chance to see the capital of the British empire;
and then she proceeded to Cadiz, Spain. He recorded some popular poems and

ballads in the log.




In 1768 and 1769, Francis made two voyages from Ipswich on board the schooner
Nabby, Capt. Abraham Dodge, to the West Indies (Caribbean). Abraham Dodge, an
Ipswich mariner, would later fight as an officer in the Revolution, and work as a
merchant; and his daughter Abigail Dodge (perhaps the “Nabby”—nickname for
Abigail—for whom the vessel was named) would play an important part in the later
life of the Boardman family and this house. From July to October, 1769, Francis
was on a voyage from Ipswich to the West Indies and back on board the sloop
Elizabeth, Capt. Thomas Dodge. From June to December, 1770, he made another
such voyage, on board the schooner Hopewell, Capt. James Staniford. After that, it
would appear that Francis Boardman moved to Salem.

In 1772 he made a voyage on the schooner Lively, Capt. Holten Johnson, from Lynn
to the Caribbean and back. This was followed by his first known voyage out of
Salem: in April, 1772, he sailed on the schooner Dolphin, Capt. Thomas Bowditch,
on a round trip to Charleston, South Carolina. In October, 1772, he sailed in the
schooner Salem, Capt. Henry Williams, to the West Indies, and continued voyages
thereon through September, 1773.

Salem’s only reliable export was salt cod, which was caught far offshore, mainly by
Marbleheaders, and then “cured” until it was hard and dry and could be shipped long ;
distances. This was a staple food in Catholic Europe (Spain and Portugal especially)
and also in the Caribbean, where it was fed to slaves. To Europe went the
“merchantable” cod (high-grade), and to the Caribbean went the “refuse” cod (low
quality). Either sort, put into a pot of boiling water, would turn into nutritious food.
Lumber, horses, and foodstuffs were also sent to the Caribbean, whence came sugar,
molasses, cotton, and mahogany. From Europe came back finished goods, wine,
fruit, feathers, and leather. There was also some trade between Salem and the
Chesapeake Bay area, which provided corn, wheat, and tobacco, while South
Carolina provided rice.

Most merchant vessels were small, under 60 tons. Timothy Orne had been the
leading merchant of the 1730s and 1740s, followed by his protégé, Richard Derby
(1712-1783). Up until the time of the Revolution (1775), Salem’s trade was
prosperous but modest. The salt water came in along Derby and New Derby Streets
all the way to the present Post Office building; and in this secure inner harbor were
most of the wharves and warehouses.

In the 1760s, after Canada was taken from the French by the British, relations
between the colonials and the British authorities cooled. The English had spent
down their reserves in support of the war, and decided to squeeze tax revenues out of



the colonists’ trade, which met with resentment. Although they had been under
royal governors for two generations, the Americans had been allowed to govern
themselves completely at the local level by town meetings, and, at the provincial
level, through a legislature and Governor’s council. Over time, they had come to
regard themselves as a free people, and not as dependents of a far-away mother
country. The British authorities were surprised at the Americans’ resistance to their
policies, and feared an insurrection. In 1768, they sent over a small army of
occupation and installed it in Boston. This was a big mistake, for now the
Americans were forced to see themselves as misbehaving colonials, and to realize
that they were not free. They did not like this picture, and the result was greater
tension and frequent street violence in Boston. The Boston Massacre took place in
March, 1770; in short order, all of Massachusetts turned openly against the British,
and the clouds of war gathered on the horizon.

In fall, 1773, Francis Boardman, 27, was given command of the sloop Adventure,
and sailed, November, 1773, to April, 1774, round trip to the West Indies from
Boston. On this first voyage as master, Capt. Boardman found that his mate,
William Robson, was a drunkard and an annoyance (per R.D. Paine, Ships &
Sailors...). He put in at Martinique and at Guadalupe, and returned safely. From
May, 1774, until January, 1776, Capt. Boardman made four voyages in the
Adventure from Boston to the West Indies, including at least two voyages in which
he ran the British blockade, set up in 1775 when the revolution began. During one
of these voyages, evidently, he encountered a young English boy, Thomas Williams
(1769-1807), and brought him back to Salem, where Thomas eventually grew to
become a shipmaster himself (see Bentley’s Death Registry, p.100).

Pre-revolutionary Salem had more than its share of Tories; but the Sons of Liberty
were in the majority. Wealthy scions of old Salem families like the Curwens,
Pickmans, and Brownes, chose to remain loyal to the King, as did many others who
had married into the merchant families. In 1774 one of the most outspoken Salem
Tories was Peter Frye, a prominent merchant and magistrate whose wife was a
Pickman. One night in October, Judge Frye learned just how much he was detested
by the rebel faction: his fine house on Essex Street was burned down (the fire
spread, and other houses burned as well).

By January, 1775, the Loyalist-leaning officers had been purged from the Salem
militia regiment, which was being led by the rebel Col. Timothy Pickering, 29, who
had published a book on military drill. One Sunday in February, 1775, the
Revolutionary War almost began in Salem. When everyone was in church, Col.
Leslie’s redcoats marched overland from Marblehead and arrived in downtown



Salem, hoping to seize munitions in North Salem. They came to a sudden halt at the ¢
North Bridge, whose draw was up; and soon they were surrounded by the Salem
regiment. Negotiations followed, and agreement was reached: the draw went down,
Leslie’s men advanced a short distance into North Salem, faced about, and marched
back through Salem’s South Fields and Marblehead, whose own regiment, led by
Col. Jeremiah Lee, could have slaughtered them. Instead, the Marbleheaders fell in
behind them, marching in mockery of Leslie’s Retreat as the British made their way
back to Fort Beach and boarded their whaleboats to return to the transport vessel.

With the battle at Lexington & Concord, April 19", 1775, the die was cast. Of

course no one knew how the war would end, and there was little to indicate that the
colonials could actually defeat the King’s army and navy, but virtually every able-
bodied Salem man and boy gave himself over to the cause. Salem’s regiment
participated in the siege of Boston, as George Washington took command of the

army in Cambridge. The British left Boston in March, 1776, never to return.
Washington’s army was pushed southward from Long Island in a series of defeats,
during which Salem’s Col. Timothy Pickering became one of the General’s most
trusted officers, and Quartermaster General of the army. Washington’s first victory
was the Battle of Trenton, on Christmas Day, 1776. Eventually most of the Salem
men came home and sailed in privateers for the duration of the war, which continued ¢
at sea until 1783. ‘

Seagoing trade was all but suspended after the commencement of the war (which
would run from 1775 to 1783), but Capt. Boardman’s prospects were good, and in
1775 or 1776 he married Mary Hodges, 23, the eldest daughter of Capt. John
Hodges (1724-1799), a prominent Salem merchant and former shipmaster. Mary’s
older brother, Capt. John Hodges Jr., 21, had drowned at sea in 1771, and her
mother, Mary (Manning) Hodges, 48, the daughter of Capt. Benjamin Manning, had
died in September, 1773. Mary’s sisters Sarah and Hannah had died as little girls in
the 1750s, and her brothers George and Jacob had died in infancy in the 1760s. Her
remaining siblings in 1775 were Benjamin (b. 1754), Joseph (1759-1778, 7 Aug.),
Richard (b. 1762-1787 died on voyage), George 2d (b.1765), and Gamaliel (1766).
All of them were unusually tall; and all became shipmasters, and, if they survived,
merchants. It would seem that Richard and George Hodges later resided in this
house, with their wives, who died young.

Francis had been able to make successful trading voyages in the Adventure, and he
decided to try again in the 64-ton schooner Benjamin. In the summer of 1776 he
and five crewmen made a voyage to Hispaniola with a cargo of boards, staves,
hoops, and shingles, along with private cargo of the Captain and others. Also on



board was Capt. Duthie, a Scotsman whose English vessel had been captured by a
Salem privateer and whom Capt. Boardman had befriended and agreed to take to the
West Indies so that Duthie could book passage thence back to England. Instead, on
Sept. 15", off the Island of Tortuga, Duthie, a boy, and an old man took Capt.
Boardman and three men prisoner, and at sunrise put them in an open boat to fend
for themselves. After a harrowing day and night, Capt. Boardman’s boat was picked
up by an American schooner, which was captured next day by a British warship (see
pp.175-176, Captains of Privateers by J. Macminamin, 1985)

Eventually Capt. Boardman made his way home to Salem, where he sought
command of privateers, but had to settle for junior positions at first. In 1777 he was
2d Lieutenant on board the privateer Sturdy Beggar, which was captured. He was
sent as a prisoner to Halifax, and was exchanged for an Englishman at the end of the
year (MSSRW 11:223). In 1778 he accepted a job as First Lieutenant on board
William Pickman’s privateer ship Black Prince, Capt. Elias Smith (MSSRW
11:223).

On 28 June 1779, Francis Boardman was commissioned master of the privateer
brigantine Fortune, of § guns and 18 men. She was owned by Capt. Boardman,
Miles Greenwood of Salem, and John Dyson of Beverly (p. 133, Mass. Privateers of
the Revolution, Mass. Historical Society Colls. Vol. 77)

In 1780, Capt. Boardman joined the Salem Marine Society; and in April, 1780, he
was an owner, with Mr. Brooks, of the privateer brigantine Fortune, Capt. Jesse
Fearson (p. 128, Captains of Privateers by J. Macminamin, 1985).

On 15 Dec. 1780 Capt. Boardman was commissioned master of Bartholomew
Putnam’s Salem privateer ship Thomas, 10 guns, 20 men (p. 298, MPR). At that
time, he was described as being 33, 5’ 7” tall, with a dark complexion. In
November, 1781, he was again commissioned master of the privateer Thomas, then
owned by Benjamin Hammett (MSSRW ibid).

Presumably Capt. Boardman was successful in these years, and made prizes of
several British merchant ships, both while in command and through the vessels he
co-owned. For each ship captured, he received a percentage of the value of the
vessel and its cargo. Some men in Salem made new fortunes through privateering;
others lost everything, including their lives.

On 12 September 1782 Francis Boardman, Salem mariner, for 230 li purchased from
his father-in-law, John Hodges, Salem merchant, a piece of land fronting westerly



107> 8” on the Training Field (ED 137:99). The lot also bounded northerly on land
of Joseph Hodges 151’ 10”, easterly 98’ 8” on the grantor, southerly 186’ 8” partly
on land of Samuel Webb deceased and partly on land of Nathaniel Richardson; and
John Hodges reserved a strip of land, 14’ wide, on the north side of the lot, “liable to
be opened as a highway.” On this lot, Capt. Boardman commenced to build a fine
house as his family residence. He and his wife Mary then had two children; and they
would have three more.

Francis Boardman (1746-1792), bp 8 March 1746, son of John Boardman & Mary
Baker of Ipswich, died at Port au Prince, Haiti, 10 Feb. 1792. He m. Mary Hodges
(1752-1828), d/o John Hodges & Mary Manning of Salem, died 16 June 1828.
Known issue:
1. Mary, 13 May 1778, m. 1 Jan. 1804 Benjamin W. Crowninshield (1773-
1851); d. 5 Oct. 1840.
2. Elizabeth, March, 1779, m. 25 March 1798 Nathaniel Bowditch; d. 18 Oct.
1798 of scrofula.
3. Francis, 13 March 1785, died 18 .
4. John, 1786, died 1791, of consumption.
5. Sarah, 7 Oct. 1787, m. 27 Nov. 1810 Zachariah Fowle Silsbee.

Regarding the construction of the house, Capt. Boardman kept an account of “bills
paid for building a house.” While most of the account is undated, it would seem,
from the sequence of entries, that the cellar was dug (by Lindsey) and the frame
raised by November, 1782. The rooms were wall-papered. Benjamin Ward made
the window frames and sashes. Various blacksmiths supplied the hinges and other
hardware. Samuel Blythe was a painter, as was William Luscomb. Mr. Hovey did
the lathing and plastering, and Ebenezer Burrill, Ezra Johnson, and John Ward were
carpenters. Mr. Chipman boxed the pillars for the portico. Joseph MclIntire and
brother (perhaps Samuel) did a lot of the finish carpentry. William King turned the
columns and “banisters.”

Captain Boardman’s last known privateer command was the brigantine Hind, of 8
guns and 16 men, commissioned 18 November 1782 (MPR p.178).

The war ended early in 1783. Capt. Boardman could resume his trading, and in

April-July 1783 he completed a voyage from Salem to the West Indies and back to
Philadelphia in the schooner Salem. At the end of 1783 he assumed command of the
brigantine Hind (perhaps the same that he had commanded as a privateer), and made




eight voyages from Salem to the West Indies during the period January, 1784, to
December, 1786. On the first of those voyages he went aground at Cape Cod, with
little damage (see Bentley, 19 May 1784). These voyages were followed by similar
trips, made between March, 1787, and April, 1788 (when he returned from St.
Croix), in command of the brigantine Eliza (perhaps named for his daughter).

In some places, the post-war loss of the former colonial connections and trade routes
was devastating, for the British would not allow Americans to trade with their
possessions; but in Salem, the merchants were ready to push their ships and cargoes
into all parts of the known world. Hasket Derby, William Gray, Eben Beckford, and
Joseph Peabody led the effort to open new markets. In 1784, Derby began trade
with Saint Petersburg, Russia; and in 1784 and 1785 he dispatched trading vessels to
Africa and China, respectively. Voyages to India soon followed, and (sent by
Beckford, of 14 Lynde Street) to the Spice Islands and Pepper Islands (Sumatra,
Java, Malaya, etc.). These new markets—and the coffee trade would be opened in
1798 with Mocha, Arabia--brought great riches to the merchants, and began to raise
the level of wealth throughout the town: new ships were bought and built, more
crews were formed with more shipmasters, new shops and stores opened, new
partnerships were formed, and new people moved to town.

In May, 1788, Capt. Boardman, mariner, bought for 72.10.0 from his father-in-law,
merchant John Hodges, a second piece of land, containing two acres, adjoining the
first and running easterly to Collins Cove (ED 148:194). This lot was bounded
westerly on Capt. Boardman’s land and on the 14’ strip that had been reserved as a
highway, southerly on land of the heirs of John Ives, easterly on a creek and
extending to the banks and flats on salt water, and northerly on land of Gamaliel
Hodges. Capt. Boardman built a new barn in 1788 and sold his old barn to
Benjamin Ward, who moved it to a spot on the Common (see WB 2 Oct. 1789).

Obviously, the Boardman house was built on a grand scale, and was designed for
entertaining. Both Captain and Mrs. Boardman were ambitious and high-spirited.
On 19 February 1789 the Boardmans hosted a dance party at their home, which was
very well attended and was the social event of the season. It seems that no one had
ever held such a dance at home before (see Bentley). Next month, another dance

was held “in the chamber of Capt. Boardman’s elegant house,” with fewer dancers
attending (Bentley, 17 March 1789).

In July, 1789, Capt. Boardman filled in a small pond on the common in front of his
house. This prefigured the later (1802) effort to transform the common into an
urban park from a hilly, swampy place, with five ponds and various town buildings



thereon. The common was used as the military training field of the town, and as the
site of fairs and celebrations. As Benjamin F. Browne remembered it, “Previous to
1802, the Common was unenclosed, and horses, cattle, ducks, geese, hens, and stray
pigs, had free range. There were five small ponds, very shallow and muddy, two
others having been previously filled up. There were several hillocks, and the
southeast corner was always inundated after heavy rain, and, after the subsidence of
much of the water, a considerable pond remained, which was called Flag Pond” (BF
Browne, 1869, EIHC 51:299)

“The Common on a general training day or other public gala day presented a very
animated scene. Refreshment tents were planted on each side of Newbury Street
(Washington Square West), both sides of Bath Street (Wash. Sq. South), and on the
south side of Brown Street (Wash. Sq. North), in which were for sale various kinds
of spirituous liquors and various kinds of food and confectionary. In some, fiddles
and other musical instruments were being played to attract customers, to the music
of which men and boys would be dancing without. Of more humble character would
be the tables and stands of oysters and other commodities, to which customers were
called by loud outcries. Gambling tables, dice boards, and roulette and wheel-of-
fortune tables, not sparsely varied the scene. Here might be seen boys and men
throwing props, pitching coppers, and gambling in various ways. Fights were not
infrequent, and attracted large crowds, to whom a cracked pate or a bloody nose
seemed to give great satisfaction. Spirituous liquors were served freely to the man
or boy who could pay for them...” (BF Browne, EIHC 51:301).

At the end of October, 1789, George Washington made a visit to Salem, and the
whole town buzzed with preparations. The Salem people wished for Washington to
stay the night at the house of Capt. Boardman overlooking the Common, but he had
already decided to stay at Joshua Ward’s house on what is now Washington Street.
Understanding that he had disappointed those who had offered Capt. Boardman’s
house, Washington made a point of taking a route, as he departed the next day, that
took him right past the Boardman house on his way to Bridge Street and the Essex
Bridge to Beverly (see Bentley’s Diary, 1 Nov. 1789).

After Washington’s visit, on 3 Nov. 1789 Capt. Boardman sailed for Virginia in the
new ship, Maria & Eliza, belonging to himself and Capt. Nathaniel West (per
Bentley). By 10 June 1790 Messrs. Boardman and West had sold this vessel to a
Folger of Nantucket (Bentley, 10 June 1790).

Capt. Boardman put back out to sea, and on the last day of 1790 arrived in Boston
just ahead of a violent blizzard (Bentley, 1 Jan. 1791). After some time ashore, he



made a new voyage, during which, in May, 1791, his son John, “a fine child,” died
in Salem of consumption, aged five years (Bentley, 22 May 1791, see also his Death
Registry, p.14).

In August, 1791, Rev. William Bentley noted activity around the Boardman
property, as Capt. Boardman improved the road there, and then had his house
painted (16 Aug. 1791 “Boardman’s pavement laid from his bounds towards Ives
Lane and the ditch dug below the cross bridge in that road;” 22 Aug. 1791
“Boardman painting his elegant house”).

In 1792 Salem’s first bank, the Essex Bank, was founded. From a population of
7921 in 1790, the town would grow by 1500 persons in a decade. At the same time,
thanks to the economic policies of Alexander Hamilton, Salem vessels were able to
transport foreign cargoes tax-free and essentially to serve as the neutral carrying
fleet for both Britain and France, which were at war with each other. The size and
number of vessels was increased, and Salem was the greatest worldwide trading port
in America.

Francis Boardman must have been making plans to retire from the sea and take up
life ashore as a merchant. He had the capital to do it, and the connections to form
good business partnerships, with his brother-in-law or with Capt. West, who was a
son-in-law of the greatest of Salem merchants, Hasket Derby. Few shipmasters
remained on the quarterdeck into their 40s, as Capt. Boardman had. Clearly, he
loved the life of a sea-rover; but it was time to think about putting behind him the
perils of the mariner’s life, and starting a new phase as a merchant trader.

By the beginning of 1792 Capt. Boardman was ready for a new voyage to the West
Indies, in command of his own fine schooner, the 96-ton Rambler. Arriving at Port
au Prince, “Hispaniola” (Haiti), he looked for a return cargo. Instead he found the
city in the grip of disease, perhaps malaria. He fell ill, as did George Dean, perhaps
his mate. On February 10", Francis Boardman died at the age of 45; and on Feb.
14" George Dean, 22, followed him into the grave (see Bentley Death Registry).

Capt. Francis Boardman left four children and his wife, Mary Hodges Boardman.
His had been a long and varied career at sea, from his days as a letter-writing mate
on board the Vaughan, through his years in British prisons and in privateering, to his
most recent voyage as an owner. He never had become a merchant, but made his
impressive fortune as a seafaring man and privateer who held onto his money.



Of him, his minister, Rev. William Bentley, wrote, he was “a man of great ambition,
fond of show, and of great public spirit. He built an elegant house, which for
situation is the best in town. He had just completed a good road to it, finished the
outbuildings, filled a pond before it, when he was snatched out of life, universally
lamented.” The effect of his sudden loss on his wife and children can only be
imagined. Mary Hodges Boardman, 39, now had four small children to look after.
Fortunately, she had a large family of brothers to look after her, and two of them,
Richard and George, evidently resided here with her.

In July, 1792, an inventory of Capt. Boardman’s estate was taken by a committee
comprised of Benjamin Ward, Joseph White, and Joseph Vincent. In it, the
homestead of Francis Boardman, Salem mariner (“mansion house, warehouse, and
out houses with the land under & adjoining”) was valued in pounds sterling at
1066.13.4. He also held a 130 li promissory note against John Baker (probably of
Ipswich, a relative). He also owned two pews in the East Meeting House, and five
shares in the Essex Bridge (250 li), in addition to the 96-ton schooner Rambler (with
boat & appurtenances), valued at 635 li. At the time of death, he owned a cargo of
molasses worth 2089.10.1 and a cargo of sugar worth 402.18.9, as well as three old
sails and a barrel of coffee. The rest of his property consisted of house furnishings
and implements (see inventory appended to this report).

In the summer of 1792, Mrs. Boardman and her children went to Brookline to be
inoculated against smallpox by Dr. Aspinwall (Bentley, 1:407).

In April, 1793, the Captain’s widow, Mary Hodges Boardman, filed an account of
administration with the Probate Court. It would appear that some of the estate’s
debts were incurred after Capt. Boardman’s death, but that he owed on two notes to
John Hodges (190 li) and one note to Sarah Hodges (96.16.6), among other
accounts. He also owed schoolmaster Nathaniel Rogers 53.13.2, probably for
instruction of his children. The estate was very valuable and quite solvent: he left
his heirs more than 2700 1i clear of debts, in addition to the real estate.

Mrs. Mary Hodges Boardman had the means to raise her children in comfort. In the
1790s, she rented out part of the house to her neighbor, Joseph Vincent Jr., a notable
rope-maker. She had many friends, and was close to her minister, Rev. William
Bentley. In 1797 her daughter Elizabeth, 18, was courted by Nathaniel Bowditch, a
young man who had been working in a ship chandlery and who now was sailing as a
supercargo on merchant voyages. Bowditch, a brilliant mathematician, was
something of a protégé of Mr. Bentley, who probably encouraged the match. In
March, 1798, Elizabeth Boardman married Nathaniel Bowditch; and the couple
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evidently resided here in a newlyweds’ suite. In August, 1798, Nathaniel bade his
bride adieu and set out on a voyage round the world.

The Federal Direct Tax record indicates that at a certain point in 1798 the heads of
household here were Mary Boardman and Joseph Vincent. Living with Mrs.
Boardman, no doubt, were her three unmarried children, and perhaps her married
daughter Elizabeth Bowditch.

After beginning a voyage in August, Nathaniel Bowditch never again saw his young
wife Elizabeth, who died of “scrofula” on the 18" of October, 1798, aged 19 years, 7
months (see p. 45, Bentley’s Death Register). “Elizabeth Bowditch, daughter of of
the late Capt. F. Boardman, was buried this evening—the third young wife from the
house of Capt. B. whose funeral I have attended. The others were the wives of
Richard & George Hodges.” (W. Bentley, 21 Oct. 1798).

Nathaniel Bowditch returned to Salem in April, 1799, having already learned of the
death of his wife. After his return, he evidently boarded in a house with Capt.
Prince, under whom he had sailed (see EIHC, Harold Bowditch, The Buildings
Associated with Nathaniel Bowditch). In 1800, at the time of the taking of the
federal census, this house was occupied, evidently, by three heads of household:
Joseph Vincent (Jr.) and family, Mrs. Mary Boardman and family (including only
one male, her son Francis), and Mrs. Abigail Dodge Rogers and her family,
including several young ladies who boarded with her (see 1800 census of Salem, in
which Mrs. Boardman is called “Bowman” instead of Boardman, and Mrs. Rogers is
called “Mary” instead of Abigail). At the same time, Nathaniel Bowditch was
residing as a boarder on Central Street (then called Market Street). B.F. Browne
thought that he remembered Bowditch having resided here after his second marriage,
to his Mary Ingersoll, on 28 October 1800; but seems more likely that the
Bowditches lived elsewhere, since the house was already a three-family residence
and school with several additional boarders residing there, and since it would
certainly have been odd for Bowditch to have taken up residence with a second wife
(however closely allied by friendship or kinship) in the home where he had lived
with his first wife, whose family home it had been.

Joseph Vincent Jr., who resided here with his wife and children, was the son of
Joseph Vincent, a prominent ropemaker and social-political leader who had come
from Kittery, Maine, before the Revolution. Per B. F. Browne, the elder Joseph
Vincent (EIHC 49:291) “was a marked man in my day, for his generous hospitality,
his perfect uprightness of character, his unostentatious charities, his real intelligence,
and for the frank expression of his opinions. His son, Joseph, succeeded him in
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business in the same walk, and he possessed many of the characteristics of his father. .
He likewise attained to a long life, dying over 90 years of age.” A ropewalk wasa
long, low building in which workers spun strands into rope. Several ropewalks ran
from the common toward Collins Cove, extending over the low swampy land on
pilings.

The third family residing here was that of Mrs. Abigail Dodge Rogers, who was the
daughter of Capt. Abraham Dodge, with whom the young Francis Boardman had
once sailed on voyages to the West Indies. It is likely that Capt. Boardmn had
remained close to the Dodge family; and he may have been responsible for Mrs.
Rogers’ coming to Salem in the first place.

Nathaniel & Abigail Rogers had come to Salem in the 1780s from Ipswich, Mass.
Nathaniel Rogers, born in 1762, the last of 11 children, of whom just five survived
to adulthood, was the son of Rev. Nathaniel Rogers and grandson of Pres. Leverett
of Harvard College, and was very well-educated: he had been trained up in the
classics, and had an excellent knowledge of Hebrew as well as the standard Latin
and Greek. He had gone on to Harvard during the Revolutionary war, and, after
graduation in 1782, had returned to Ipswich to engage in trade as a merchant.

Living in Ipswich was Abigail Dodge, a girl who was able to converse with Harvard
graduates in the dead languages, for she too had received a classical education--a
thing extraordinary for the time and place, but not extraordinary in the mind of her
sponsor and father, Col. Abraham Dodge. Abigail had learned well; and, prevented
by the mores of the time from going to a college that had never yet accepted a
female, she had contented herself with teaching in Ipswich. When she was courted
by Nathaniel Rogers, her friends did not think him suitable—there was something
about him that they did not like. When Abigail persisted in seeing him, her friends
shunned her; and defiantly she married him, just as her father was losing the last of
his once-large fortune, and then his life, in 1786, aged just 46 years. =

Young Nathaniel and Abigail Rogers, with little to hold them in Ipswich, joined the
group of local people who had placed themselves under the care of Rev. Manasseh
Cutler, LL.D., and in 1788 journeyed westward to found the town of Marietta, Ohio.
Then the Rogerses turned around, and came back to Essex County. This time, after
some experimenting, the couple settled in Salem, where Mr. Rogers opened a private
school. He and Mrs. Rogers had five children, all boys.

In 1793, Mr. Rogers was accepted the preceptorship of the Salem Grammar School.
For four years he served as the town’s public schoolmaster, although he proved to be

12




less than ideal, and was highly eccentric. His wife, Abigail, opened a private school
for girls, with good success. That school may have been conducted at the Boardman
house until the spring of 1795, when Mrs. Rogers was persuaded by her husband to
open a shop. The shop did not prosper, and in the spring of 1796 Mrs. Rogers re-
opened her academy. Bentley noted, “Mrs. Rogers opened again her school for
young misses. Her success in the public opinion was so great that with difficulty she
could close the school last spring, pleading her health, but rather inclining to follow
her husband’s inclination in a shop. The experiment for various causes has not
succeeded and this day we saw the little flocks going up. Mrs. Rogers has advanced
her price upon the kind opinion.” (Bentley, 1 March 1796)

Nathaniel Rogers did not mend his ways, and finally the school committee
demanded his resignation. In 1797, replaced by a Mr. Kendall, he opened a new
private academy, which met with mixed success. Fortunately, his wife’s school
continued highly popular, especially among the families of the East Parish.

To compound the frustrations of his professional life, Nathaniel Rogers fell very ill.
He did not get better, despite his being a man of just 37 years; and in the summer of
1799 he died at Biddeford, Maine, leaving his widow Abigail and his four young
sons, Nathaniel L., John W., Richard S., and William A. He had accumulated little
property in his like: his estate was valued at $87.70.

Mrs. Abigail Dodge Rogers may well have been inclined to return to Ipswich with
her children, and throw herself upon the support of her family and home town.
Instead, she found that she had friends and admirers in Salem. She was invited to
come live with Mrs. Mary Hodges Boardman. Into her mansion, Abigail Rogers
moved her children and her few possessions, and continued to run her school,
offering the wealthier families of the town a chance for their daughters to get the
same sort of rigorous education that she herself had received. She was confirmed in
that belief, and she more than justified her patrons' confidence.

Opver the years, Mrs. Rogers created an exclusive institution that was deeply admired
in her adopted town, and she herself became a forceful presence among its leading
families, whose daughters soon came to see her as a role model and mother figure as
well as a teacher. Eventually, she seems to have become an arbiter of behavior,
taste, and culture in Salem; and she raised her sons to be young gentlemen worthy of
such a mother, and, eventually, worthy of the young ladies over whom she had such
influence. To her and her boys, the doors of the elite were opened, and she walked
through each of them, regally. Nathaniel, John, Richard, and William (a Harvard
man) were, in their turns, placed in the counting houses and merchant vessels of the
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town's greatest merchants, and mastered the intricacies of international trade and
navigation to a degree that guaranteed them each a place in the town's upper stratum
of commerce. One by one, the young Rogers men married into the wealthiest
families, and formed business alliances with their brothers-in-law and others, and
made large amounts of money, and finally founded their own merchant house of
Rogers Brothers.

B.F. Browne recalled her as follows. “In this house Mrs. Abigail Rogers kept, in my
boyhood, a school for young misses, and a famous one it was. Many misses of the
wealthiest families of Salem were day scholars and many came from the neighboring
towns and some from a distance as boarders. She was the widow of Nathaniel
Rogers, who had been the master of the Latin Grammar School, and who was a
native of Ipswich. I judge from what I heard of her, that she was a very cultivated
lady, of good acquirements, a superior instructor, of great skill and tact in managing
her school, and of indomitable energy and perseverance, who gained the love and
respect of her pupils, and who reared a family of four boys to great respectability
and usefulness.” (BF Browne, EIHC 49:206).

Their mother lived on with Mrs. Mary Boardman, carrying forward her school
through the years. She died in 1817, by which time her four sons, though still
young, were among the wealthiest men in town. At the time of her death, Mr.
Bentley confided to his diary, “Abigail Rogers, the mother, was a Dodge of Ipswich
& married the eldest son of Rev. N. Rogers. Not succeeding as they wished, they
came to Salem soon after I was established in the place, and offered themselves for a
School. For a while he succeeded, but his habits did not admit (of) the success he
wished & he finally died abroad. The wife had an active mind & the most
insinuating manners. While she had the hearts of the children, she had as full sway
over the parents, and (she) connected her success with the welfare of her Sons. In her
School she did more than any person had done in Salem & her pupils have been the
best informed & the most approved & the most happy females in Salem. Her four
sons she introduced into life with great advantage. Nathaniel married one of her
pupils, a Waite & with a fortune, one of two daughters. John married another pupil,
a Pickman, granddaughter of Col. Pickman. Her son Richard is engaged to a West,
and William, educated at Cambridge & at law, has lately gone to India with Richard
to prepare him(self) for mercantile employments. Mrs. Rogers left her school some
time before she died, but her health was declining & has been rapidly so since her
school was closed. The St. Anthony's fire proved at last fatal to her. The general
opinion is favourable to her talents. Her success in her family produced some envy
& her school left her the effections of the families interested in it & the necessary
questions from those who love no happiness but their own.”
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From about 1800 on, Salem was one of the most active and wealthy seaports in
America. In the late 1790s, there had been agitation in Congress to go to war with
France, which was at war with England. Pres. John Adams in 1797 sent negotiators
to France, but they were insulted. In summer, 1798, a quasi-war with France began,
much to the horror of Salem’s Crowninshield family, which had an extensive trade
with the French, and whose ships and cargoes in French ports were susceptible to
seizure. The quasi-war brought about a political split within the Salem population.
Those who favored England aligned themselves with the national Federalist party,
led by Hamilton and Salem’s Timothy Pickering (the U.S. Secretary of State).
These included most of the merchants, who were eager to go to war with France, and
opposed Adams’ efforts to negotiate. They were led locally by the Derby family.
Those who favored peace with France (and who admired France for overthrowing
the monarchy, even while deploring the excesses of the revolutionaries) were the
Anti-Federalists, who later became aligned with Pres. Jefferson and his Democratic-
Republican party; they were led locally by the Crowninshield family. For the first
few years of this rivalry, Derby and the Federalists prevailed; but after the death of
Hasket “King” Derby in 1799 his family’s power began to weaken, while it signaled
the rise of his nephews, the five Crowninshield brothers, all shipmasters-turned-
merchants in a firm with their father, George Crowninshield. One of the five
Crowninshields, Benjamin, would marry Mary Boardman, of this house, in 1804.
He later became a Congressman and Secretary of the Navy.

In 1800, Adams was successful in negotiating peace with France, and thereupon
fired Pickering, his oppositional Secretary of State. Salem’s Federalistd merchants
erupted in anger, expressed through their newspaper, the Salem Gazette. At the
same time, Britain began to harass American shipping. As with the French earlier, -
Salem’s seafarers added guns to their trading vessels, and the Salem owners and
masters aggressively expanded their trade to the farthest ports of the rich East, while
also maintaining their trade with the Caribbean and Europe. Salem cargoes were
exceedingly valuable, and wealth was piling up in Salem’s counting houses. The
Crowninshields, led by brother Jacob, were especially successful, as their holding
rose from three vessels in 1800 to twelve in 1803. Nathaniel L. Rogers, of this
house, was then working as a business manager for the Crowninshields; and he
would soon become a shipmaster for them. The greatest of the Salem merchants at
this time was William “Billy” Gray, who owned many vessels.

In 1800, Salem was still a town, and a small one by our standards, with a total

population of about 9,500. Its politics were fierce, as the Federalists squared off
against the Democrats (led by the Crowninshields and comprised of the sailors and
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fishermen). The two factions attended separate churches, held separate parades, and
supported separate schools, military companies, and newspapers (the Crowninshield-
backed Impartial Register started in 1800). Salem’s merchants resided mainly on
two streets: Washington (which ended in a wharf on the Inner Harbor, and, above
Essex, had the Town House in the middle) and Essex (particularly between what are
now Hawthorne Boulevard and North Streets). The East Parish (Derby Street area)
was for the seafaring families, shipmasters, sailors, and fishermen. In the 1790s,
Federal Street, known as New Street, had more empty lots than fine houses.
Chestnut Street did not exist: its site was a meadow, backlands for the Pickerings on
Broad Street and the old estates of Essex Street. The Common was not yet
Washington Square, and was covered with hillocks, small ponds and swamps, and
utility buildings and the town alms-house. In the later 19" century, Salem’s
commercial prosperity would sweep almost all of the great downtown houses away
(the brick Joshua Ward house, built 1784, is a notable exception).

The town’s merchants were among the wealthiest in the country, and, in Samuel
Mclntire, they had a local architect who could help them realize their desires for
large and beautiful homes in the latest style. While a few of the many new houses
built in the next ten years went up in the old Essex-Washington Street axis, most
were erected on or near Washington Square or in the Federalist “west end”
(Chestnut, Federal, and upper Essex Streets). The architectural style (called
“Federal” today) had been developed years before in the Adam brothers in England
and featured fanlight doorways, palladian windows, elongated pilasters and columns,
and large windows. It was introduced to New England by Charles Bulfinch upon his
return from England in 1790. The State House in Boston was his first institutional
composition; and soon Beacon Hill was being built up with handsome residences in
the Bulfinch manner.

Samuel Mclntire, carver and housewright, was quick to pick up on the style and
adapt it to Salem’s larger lots. Mclntire’s first local composition, the Jerathmeel
Peirce house (on Federal Street), contrasts greatly with his later Adamesque
compositions. The interiors of this Adam style differed from the “Georgian” and
Post-Colonial: in place of walls of wood paneling, there now appeared plastered
expanses painted in bright colors or covered in bold wallpapers. The Adam style put
a premium on handsome casings and carvings of central interior features such door-
caps and chimney-pieces (Mclntire’s specialty). On the exterior, the Adam style
included elegant fences; and the houses were often built of brick, with attenuated
porticoes and, in the high style, string courses, swagged panels, and even two-story
pilasters. The best example of the new style was the Elias Hasket Derby house, co-
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designed by Bulfinch and Mclntire, and built on Essex Street in 1799 (demolished in
1815), on the site of today’s Town House Square.

Salem’s commerce created great wealth, which in turn attracted mény newcomers
from outlying towns and even other states. A new bank, the Salem Bank, was
formed in 1803, and the fierce politics and commercial rivalries continued. The
ferment of the times is captured in the diary of Rev. William Bentley, minister of
Salem’s East Church (it stood on Essex Street, near Washington Square), and editor
of the Register newspaper. Mr. Bentley’s diary is full of references to the civic and
commercial doings of the town, and to the lives and behaviors of all classes of
society. On Union Street, not far from Mr. Bentley’s church, on the fourth of July,
1804, was born a boy who would grow up to eclipse all sons of Salem in the eyes of
the world: Nathaniel Hawthorne, whose father would die of fever while on a voyage
to the Caribbean in 1808. This kind of untimely death was all too typical of Salem’s
young seafarers, who fell prey to malaria and other diseases of the Caribbean and
Pacific tropics. Another such loss was Capt. Thomas Williams, who died in August,
1807—he was the man whom Capt. Boardman had brought to Salem as a little boy,
and who died at the age of 38 years at his home in Hardy Street, having survived two
of three wives, leaving two children. He had just returned from the West Indies with
a fever (see Bentley’s Death Registry).

Salem’s boom came to an end with a crash in January, 1808, when Jefferson and the
Congress imposed an embargo on all American shipping in hopes of forestalling war
with Britain. The Embargo, which was widely opposed in New England, proved
futile and nearly ruinous in Salem, where commerce ceased. As a hotbed of
Democratic-Republicanism, Salem’s East Parish and its seafarers, led by the
Crowninshields, loyally supported the Embargo until it was lifted in spring, 1809.
Shunned by most of the other Salem merchants for his support of the Embargo, the
eminent Billy Gray took his large fleet of ships—fully one-fourth of Salem’s
tonnage--and moved to Boston, whose commerce was thereby much augmented.
Gray soon switched from the Federalist party, and was elected Lt. Governor under
Gov. Elbridge Gerry, a native of Marblehead. Diminished by many vessels and
much wealth by Gray’s removal, Salem resumed its seafaring commerce for three
years, but still the British preyed on American shipping; and in June, 1812, war was
declared against Britain.

Although Salem had opposed the war as being potentially ruinous and primarily for
the benefit of the southern and western war-hawk states, yet when war came, Salem
swiftly fitted out 40 privateers manned by Marblehead and Salem crews, who also
served on U.S. Navy vessels, including the Constitution. Many more could have
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been sent against the British, but some of the Federalist merchants held their vessels
back. In addition, Salem fielded companies of infantry and artillery. Salem and "
Marblehead privateers were largely successful in making prizes of British supply
vessels. While many of the town’s men were wounded in engagements, and some
were killed, the possible riches of privateering kept the men returning to sea as often
as possible. The first prizes were captured by a 30-ton converted fishing schooner,
the Fame, and by a 14-ton luxury yacht fitted with one gun, the Jefferson. Of all
Salem privateers, the Crowninshields’ 350-ton ship America was the most
successful. She captured 30-plus prizes worth more than $1,100,000.

Salem erected forts and batteries on its Neck, to discourage the British warships that
cruised these waters. In June, 1813, off Marblehead Neck, the British frigate
Shannon defeated the U.S. Navy frigate Chesapeake. The Federalists would not
allow their churches to be used for the funeral of the Chesapeake’s slain
commander, James Lawrence (“Don’t give up the ship!”). Almost a year later, in
April, 1814, the people gathered along the shores of Salem Neck as three sails
appeared on the horizon and came sailing on for Salem Bay. These vessels proved
to be the mighty Constitution in the lead, pursued by the smaller British frigates
Tenedos and Endymion. The breeze was light, and the British vessels gained, but
Old Ironsides made it safely into Marblehead Harbor, to the cheers of thousands.

On land, the war went poorly for the United States, as the British captured
Washington, DC, and burned the Capitol and the White House. Along the western
frontier, U.S. forces were successful against the weak English forces; and, as
predicted by many, the western expansionists had their day. At sea, as time wore on,
Salem’s vessels often were captured, and its men imprisoned or killed. After almost
three years, the war was bleeding the town dry, and the menfolk were disappearing.
Hundreds of Salem men and boys were in British prison-ships and at Dartmoor
Prison in England. At the Hartford Convention in 1814, New England Federalist
delegates met to consider what they could do to bring the war to a close and to
restore the region’s commerce. Sen. Timothy Pickering of Salem led the extreme
Federalists in proposing a series of demands which, if not met by the federal
government, could lead to New England’s seceding from the United States; but the
Pickering faction was countered by Harrison G. Otis of Boston and the moderate
Federalists, who prevailed in sending a moderate message to Congress.

At last, in February, 1815, peace was restored.

At that time, this house was the residence of Mrs. Mary Hodges Boardman, who
would not die until 1828, and of her son Francis Boardman, a shipmaster, and of her
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daughter Sarah and her husband Zachariah F. Silsbee, whom she had married in
1810, and by whom she had several children. The other surviving daughter, Mary,
had married Benjamin W. Crowninshield in 1804; and they lived elsewhere in
Salem. On 15 Sept. 1817, per Bentley’s Book of Deaths, the Silsbees’ daughter
Elizabeth died of atrophy, aged nine months, at their house in “Pleasant Street,
(opposite the) east gate of Washington Square” (p.156).

In 1818 large brick houses were being built around Washington Square: The Andrew
and Forrester houses were going up, and (William) Silsbee was planning one, and,
according to Bentley, “The Secretary of the Navy (B.W. Crowninshield) talks of
taking away his father-in-law Boardman’s wooden house” (Bentley’s Diary, 24 July
1818). Evidently he was thinking of replacing it with a brick house; obviously, he
did not.

Post-war, the Salem merchants rebuilt their fleets and resumed their worldwide
trade, slowly at first, and then to great effect. A new U.S. Custom House was built
in 1819, on the site of the George Crowninshield mansion, at the head of Derby
Wharf. Into the 1820s the foreign trade continued prosperous; and new markets
were opened with Madagascar (1820), which supplied tallow and ivory, and
Zanzibar (1825), whence came gum copal, used to make varnish. This opened a
huge and lucrative trade in which Salem dominated, and its vessels thus gained
access to all of the east African ports. From 1827 to 1870, there were 189 arrivals in
Salem from Zanzibar, carrying ivory, gum copal, and coffee.

The pre-war partisan politics of the town were not resumed post-war, as the middle-
class “mechanics” (artisans) became more powerful and brought about civic
harmony, largely through the Salem Charitable Mechanic Association (founded
1817). Salem’s general maritime foreign commerce fell off sharply in the late
1820s. Imports, which were the cargoes in Salem ships, were supplanted by
American goods, now being produced in great quantities. The interior of the country
was being opened for settlement, and many Salemites moved away to these new
lands of opportunity. To the north, the falls of the Merrimack River powered large
new textile mills (Lowell was founded in 1823), which created great wealth for their
investors; and in general it seemed that the tide of opportunity was ebbing away
from Salem. In an ingenious attempt to stem the flow of talent from the town and to
harness its potential water power for manufacturing, Salem’s merchants and
capitalists banded together in 1826 to raise the money to dam the North River for
industrial power. The project, which began with much promise, was suspended
(before construction began) in 1827, which demoralized the town even more, and
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caused several leading citizens to move to Boston, the hub of investment in the new
economy.

Mrs. Mary Hodges Boardman died in 1828, aged 76 years. On 1 October 1828, an
inventory was made of her estate (appended to this report). The inventory listed a
modest number of furnishings (she probably occupied tow or three rooms), and her
investments, which were very valuable and included her husband’s five shares in the
Essex Bridge (worth $1800). The other investments were in two insurance
companies, three banks, a mortgage, and U.S. Treasury notes. The total value of her
estate was $16,419.85.

In 1830 occurred a horrifying crime that brought disgrace to Salem. Old Capt.
Joseph White, a wealthy merchant, resided in the house now called the Gardner-
Pingree house, on Essex Street. One night, intruders broke into his mansion and
stabbed him to death. All of Salem buzzed with the news of murderous thugs; but
the killers, as it happened, were members of Salem’s elite class and relatives of the
victim. A Crowninshield committed suicide, and two Knapps were hanged. The
results of the investigation and trial were very damaging, and more of the
respectable families quit the infamous town of Salem.

Salem’s remaining merchants had to move quickly to take their equity out of
wharves and warehouses and ships and put it into manufacturing and transportation,
as the advent of railroads and canals in the 1830s diverted both capital and trade
away from the coast. Some merchants did not make the transition, and were ruined.
Old-line areas of work, like rope-making, sail-making, and ship chandleries,
gradually declined and disappeared. Through the late 1820s and well into the 1830s,
Salem slumped badly.

On 10 March 1832 for $3700 Zachariah F. Silsbee, Salem merchant, purchased from
his in-laws, Mrs. Benjamin W. (Mary) Crowninshield and Francis Boardman, their
interest in the Boardman homestead.

Zachariah Fowle Silsbee (1783-1873) was a member of a prominent East Parish
family (see appended material). His older brother, Nathaniel, eventually became a
U.S. Senator. Zachariah was born on Daniels Street, and was bred to the sea, rising
to the position of shipmaster at a young age. He sailed around the world several
times. On one of those voyages, he nearly lost his life, as recounted by Capt. George
Nichols many years later in his autobiography: “During my stay at Manila, I had
occasion one day to go to my ship for money, and Mr. Zach Silsbee, who was there
at that time, wishing to visit his vessel, we took a boat with two men to row us. Our
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passage to Cavete was a pleasant one, but while there it commenced raining, and the
weather looked very threatening. Notwithstanding this, we ventured out again in our
little boat to return to Manila. It soon began to blow very hard, and there was every
appearance of a gale, but go on we must now, for the wind would not allow us to
return. The wind increased rapidly, and our situation soon became very alarming.
Moreover, we had got to cross a bar, which in pleasant weather was considered
dangerous to pass in such a boat as ours was. Our only hope now was in keeping as
calm and collected as possible. Observing that Mr. Silsbee looked pale and anxious,
I said to him in as cheerful a tone as I could command, "We have shipped for this
voyage, and we must go through with it." We drew near the bar, the sea ran so very
high that it seemed impossible for us to cross it. By-and-by the sea dashed over us,
filling our boat more than half full of water. Fortunately for us, when in our vessel,
we had exchanged our common hats for leather ones; but for that we must have
inevitably been drowned, for with these we bailed out the water, and soon cleared
the boat. We had rowed but a short distance when we again shipped a tremendous
sea. "Off hats and bail away," I cried out. Again and again while crossing the bar
was our boat filled nearly to sinking, and when finally we succeeded in getting into
comparatively smooth water our boat was nearly balanced and our men, mulattoes,
were white with fear. Our escape was indeed almost miraculous, for I afterwards saw
a boat ten times the size of ours, swamped in crossing this bar, and many lives were
lost.”

By the 1830s Z.F. Silsbee was long retired from the sea, and was working as a
merchant in the firm of Stone, Silsbees, and Pickman, and as president of the Salem
Savings Bank and as director of another bank and of a New Hampshire
manufacturing company. Between 1811 and 1826 he and his wife Sarah Boardman
had 11 children, of whom four died young.

Despite setbacks and uncertainties, Salem was chartered as a city in 1836. City Hall
was built 1837-8 and the city seal was adopted with an already-anachronistic Latin
motto of “to the farthest port of the rich East”—a far cry from “Go West, young
man!” The Panic of 1837, a brief, sharp, nationwide economic depression, caused
even more Salem families to head west in search of fortune and a better future.
Salem had not prepared for the industrial age, and had few natural advantages. The
North River served not to power factories but mainly to flush the waste from the
many tanneries (23 by 1832) that had set up along its banks. Throughout the 1830s,
the leaders of Salem scrambled to re-invent an economy for their fellow citizens,
many of whom were mariners without much sea-faring to do. Ingenuity, ambition,
and hard work would have to carry the day.
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One inspiration was the Salem Laboratory, Salem’s first science-based
manufacturing enterprise, founded in 1813 to produce chemicals. At the plant built
in 1818 in North Salem on the North River, the production of alum and blue vitriol
was a specialty; and it proved a very successful business. Salem’s whale-fishery,
active for many years in the early 1800s, led, in the 1830s, to the manufacturing of
high-quality candles at Stage Point, along with machine oils. The candles proved
very popular. Lead-manufacturing began in the 1820s, and grew large after 1830,
when Wyman’s gristmills on the Forest River were retooled for making high-quality
white lead and sheet lead (the approach to Marblehead is still called Lead Mills Hill,
although the empty mill buildings burned down in 1960s).

These enterprises were a start toward taking Salem in a new direction. In 1838 the
Eastern Rail Road began operating between Boston and Salem, which gave the
people of Salem and environs a direct route to the region’s largest market. The new
railroad tracks ran right over the middle of the Mill Pond; the tunnel under
Washington Street was built in 1839; and the line was extended to Newburyport in
1840.

In the 1840s, new companies in new lines of business arose in Salem. The tanning
and curing of leather was a very important industry by the mid-1800s. It was
conducted on and near Boston Street, along the upper North River. There were 41
tanneries in 1844, and 85 in 1850, employing 550 hands. The leather business
would continue to grow in importance throughout the 1800s. In 1846 the Naumkeag
Steam Cotton Company completed the construction at Stage Point of the largest
factory building in the United States, 60’ wide by 400’ long. It was an immediate
success, and hundreds of people found employment there, many of them living in
industrial tenements built nearby. Also in the 1840s, a new method was introduced
to make possible high-volume industrial shoe production. In Lynn, the factory
system was perfected, and that city became the nation’s leading shoe producer.
Salem had shoe factories too, and attracted shoe workers from outlying towns and
country areas. Even the population changed, as hundreds of Irish families, fleeing
the Famine, settled in Salem; and the men went to work in the factories and as
laborers.

In the face of all this change, some members of Salem’s waning merchant class
continued to pursue their sea-borne businesses; but even the conditions of shipping
changed, and Salem was left on the ebb tide. In the late 1840s, giant clipper ships
replaced the smaller vessels that Salem men had sailed around the world; and the
clippers, with their deep drafts and large holds, were usually too large for Salem and |
its harbor. The town’s shipping soon consisted of little more than Zanzibar-trade
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vessels and visits from Down East coasters with cargoes of fuel wood and building
timber. By 1850 Salem was about finished as a working port. A picture of Salem’s
sleepy waterfront is given by Hawthorne in his “introductory section” (really a
sketch of Salem) to The Scarlet Letter, which he began while working in the
Custom House.

The symbol of Salem’s new industrial economy was the large twin-towered granite
train station, built in 1848-9 on filled-in land at the foot of Washington Street, where
before had been the merchants’ wharves. The 1850s brought continued growth: new
churches, schools, streets, stores, etc. Catholic churches were built, and new
housing was constructed in North Salem and the Gallows Hill areas to accommodate
the workers. In March, 1853, several streets were re-named and re-numbered,
including the consolidation of County, Marlboro, and Federal Streets as Federal
Street.

The Civil War began in April, 1861, and went on for four years, during which
hundreds of Salem men served in the army and navy, and many were killed or died
of disease or abusive treatment while imprisoned. Hundreds more suffered wounds,
or broken health. The people of Salem contributed greatly to efforts to alleviate the
suffering of the soldiers, sailors, and their families; and there was great celebration
when the war finally ended in the spring of 1865.

Through the 1860s and 1870s, Salem continued to pursue a manufacturing course.
The managers and capitalists tended to build their new, grand houses along
Lafayette Street (these houses may still be seen, south of Roslyn Street). For the
workers, they built more and more tenements near the mills of Stage Point. A
second, larger, factory building for the Naumkeag Steam Cotton Company would be
added in 1859, and a third in 1865; and by 1879 the mills would employ 1200
people and produce annually 14,700,000 yards of cloth. Shoe-manufacturing also
continued to expand, and by 1880 Salem would have 40 shoe factories employing
600-plus operatives. More factories and more people required more space for
buildings, more roads, and more storage areas.

After withstanding the pressures of the new industrial city for about 50 years,
Salem’s rivers began to disappear. The once-broad North River was filled from both
shores, and became a canal along Bridge Street above the North Bridge. The large
and beautiful Mill Pond, which occupied the whole area between the present
Jefferson Avenue, Canal Street, and Loring Avenue, finally vanished beneath streets,
storage areas, junk-yards, rail-yards, and parking lots. The South River, too, with its
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epicenter at Central Street (that’s why there was a Custom House built there in 1805)
disappeared under the pavement of Riley Plaza and New Derby Street, and its old
wharves (even the mighty Union Wharf, formerly Long Wharf, at the foot of Union
Street) were joined together with much in-fill and turned into coal-yards and lumber-
yards. Only a canal was left, running in from Derby and Central Wharves to t
Lafayette Street.

In 1873, at the age of 90 years, Zachariah F. Silsbee died. He had owned the
premises here for more than 40 years, and resided here for perhaps 60 years.

In April and October, 1874, for more than $13,100, the Silsbee heirs sold the
homestead to Jonathan Tucker of Salem (ED 914:222-223), who at that time held a
position at the Custom House and resided at 29 Andrew Street. This house was then
numbered 11 Pleasant Street, and its lot was bounded westerly by Pleasant Street,
northerly by land now/late of Brown, easterly by the waters of Collins Cove, and
southerly by a creek and by Forrester Street, again westerly by land of Gillis, and
again southerly land formerly of Townsend. At that time there was no Boardman
Street and no Webb Street, both of which were laid out by 1877, when the new
owner, Mr. Tucker, sold off some of the land he had bought from the Silsbees in
1874 (see ED 971:205 for example).

Jonathan Tucker (1799-1877), born January, 1799, Salem, son of Andrew Tucker
& Martha Mansfield, died 31 July 1877, Salem (Harmony Grove cemetery). He m.
Mary Packard, born in Maine 27 Oct. 1810. Known issue:

William P., 1834 (Me.)

Joseph F., 1835 (Me.)

James Thornton, bp 1840 (Salem VR)

Horace, bp 1842 (SVR)

Mary Frances, 1844, bp 1846 (SVR)

Sarah Packard, 1846, bp 1846 d/o Jonathan T., trader (SVR)

AN e

By 1860 Jonathan was working as a Measurer at the Custom House. In the 1860s he
became an owner of the Central Building on Central Street, and then sold half of it
to his son James T. Tucker, who had moved to New Orleans. In 1872 he was still at
the Custom House, residing at 29 Andrew Street. He purchased this house in 1874,
and moved in. To the Salem Gazette in 1875-6 he contributed an interesting series
called “Our Old Houses,” in which he jotted down his memories of who had
inhabited the buildings of Essex Street 1807-1810. By 1876 he was working as an
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- assessor at City Hall, house 11 Pleasant Street. On the last day of July, 1877, Mr.
Tucker took his own life.

The obituary of Mr. Tucker ran in the Gazette on 3 August 1877. “The death of
Jonathan Tucker, which took place very suddenly on Tuesday morning last, takes
from amongst us one of our most respected citizens, who, although having reached
the great age of almost fourscore, still presented the appearance of vigor and promise
of usefulness for years to come. Descended from a line of long-lived ancestors, his
frame and structure were such as to the scientific eye promised great length of days,
rivalling those of the nonagenarians of his family predecessors. His character was as
sturdy as his frame. Upright, conscientious, clear-headed, and intelligent, his
services on the board of our City Assessors were never surpassed in value by any
who have been called to the office. His independence and plainness of speech
undoubtedly made him enemies; but, as an honest man, a good citizen, exemplary in
purity of morals and in every relation of life, he will be held in respectful
remembrance by all who knew him. Mr. Tucker retired from active mercantile
business in 1849, when he was elected one of the Assessors of the City. This office
he continued to hold until March 28, 1853. He was again elected Assessor in 1869,
and held the office until January 11, 1875, when he retired to private life. During

- most of his term of service, he was chairman of the board; and there never was a
man who paid more strict, scrupulous, and faithful attention to the duties of his
office. A native of Salem, and blessed with powers of keen observation and a
retentive memory, his knowledge of our local history of the present century—of
persons, events, metes and bounds—was unequalled, and nothing gave him greater
pleasure than to impart from his inexhaustible stores. He leaves a widow (a sister of
Prof. Alpheus Packard of Bowdoin College), three sons—Joseph F. and Hgﬁrace,
both holding responsible positions in the Illinois Central Railroad Company, and
Rev. William P., who has recently accepted a call to a rectorship in Pawtucket, R.1.;
and two daughters, Mrs. J. M. Hagar of Salem, and Mrs. Hanson of Chicago. Two
sons, Alpheus Packard and Col. James T., died before their father.”

The homestead was sold to John Kinsman; and on 27 Feb. 1880 John Kinsman (wife
Martha), of Salem, for $10,000 sold the premises to Lucy H. Bowdoin, Salem
widow (ED 1032:214).

Mrs. Bowdoin evidently added the second-story bay over the frontispiece, removed

the side entry porch, and made other alterations to the house built for Capt.
Boardman.
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Mrs. Bowdoin had married, first, Abel J. Proctor of Peabody, by whom she had a
son, Abel H. Proctor, born in 1858. They had resided in Salem, and young Abel
attended Salem schools. Evidently Mr. A.J. Proctor died in the 1860s; and Mrs.
Proctor married, second, a dentist, Dr. Willard L. Bowdoin, who resided at 57
Washington Street in 1855 with offices at 208 Essex Street. He too died, by 1872;
and his widow and step-son Abel Proctor resided on Federal Street afterwards.

After high school, Abel Proctor entered the leather business run by his uncle Thomas
E. Proctor, and worked with him for many years. After the uncle’s death, Abel
became a full-time trustee of his family’s estates. Abel H. Proctor did not marry.

He was a member of the Algonquin Club and the Salem Club, and of the Boston
Athletic Assoc., and had a large summer place at Rangeley, Maine. He was a
director of the Boston Safe Deposit & Trust Co. and was prominent in the Boston
real estate exchange. He died here at home in March, 1913, after an attack of
pneumonia that began on Feb. 22. He was survived by his mother, Mrs. Lucy
Bowdoin. (see Salem News, issue of 13 March 1913)

Salem had kept building infrastructure; and new businesses arose, and established
businesses expanded. Retail stores prospered, and machinists, carpenters,
millwrights, and other specialists all thrived. In the 1870s, French-Canadian
families began coming to work in Salem’s mills and factories, and more houses and
tenements filled were built in what had been open areas of the city. The Canadians
were followed in the early 20™ century by large numbers of Polish and Ukrainian
families, who settled primarily in the Derby Street neighborhood. By the eve of
World War One, Salem was a bustling, polyglot city that supported large department
stores and large factories of every description. Its politics were lively, and its
economy was strong.

On June 25, 1914, in the morning, in Blubber Hollow (Boston Street opposite
Federal), a fire started in one of Salem’s fire-prone wooden tanneries. This fire soon
consumed the building and raced out of control, for the west wind was high and the
season had been dry. The next building caught fire, and the next, and out of Blubber
Hollow the fire roared easterly, a monstrous front of flame and smoke, wiping out
the houses of Boston Street, Essex Street, and upper Broad Street, and then sweeping
through Hathorne, Winthrop, Endicott, and other residential streets. Men and
machines could not stop it: the enormous fire crossed over into South Salem and
destroyed the neighborhoods west of Lafayette Street, then devoured the mansions
of Lafayette Street itself, and raged onward into the tenement district. Despite the
combined efforts of heroic fire crews from many towns and cities, the fire
overwhelmed everything in its path: it smashed into the large factory buildings of
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the Naumkeag Steam Cotton Company (Congress Street), which exploded in an
inferno; and it rolled down Lafayette Street and across the water to Derby Street.
There, just beyond Union Street, after a 13-hour rampage, the monster died, having
consumed 250 acres, 1600 houses, and 41 factories, and leaving three dead and
thousands homeless. Some people had insurance, some did not; all received much
support and generous donations from all over the country and the world. It was one
of the greatest urban disasters in the history of the United States, and the people of
Salem would take years to recover from it. Eventually, they did, and many of the
former houses and businesses were rebuilt; and several urban-renewal projects
(including Hawthorne Boulevard, which involved removing old houses and
widening old streets) were put into effect.

Mrs. Bowdoin died, and on 1 August 1921 the administrator of her estate for
$16,000 sold the homestead to Grace E. Finnegan of Salem (ED 2490:87).

By the 1920s, Salem was once again a thriving city; and its tercentenary in 1926 was
a time of great celebration. From that time forward, Salem boomed right through to
the 1960s, but the arrival of suburban shopping malls and the relocation of
manufacturing businesses took their toll, as they have with many other cities. More
than most, Salem has navigated its way forward into the present with success,
trading on its share of notoriety arising from the witch trials, but also from its history
as a great seaport and as the home of Bowditch, Mclntire, Bentley, Story, and
Hawthorne. Most of all, it remains a city where the homes of the old-time
merchants, mariners, and mill-operatives are all honored as a large part of what
makes Salem different from any other place.

--30 Oct. 2001, Robert Booth for Historic Salem Inc.
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Glossary & Sources

A figure like (ED 123:45) refers to book 123, page 45, Essex South registry of Deeds,
Federal Street, Salem.

A figure like (#12345) refers to Essex Probate case 12345, 0:11 file at the Essex Probate
Court, Federal Street, Salem, or on microfilm at Mass. Archives, Boston, or at the
Peabody Essex Museum’s Phillips Library, Salem.

Census records (censes were taken every 10 years from 1790 on, and in 1855 and 1865)
are available on microfilm; they list the heads of households 1790-1840, and then list
family members from 1850 on.

MSSRW refers to the multi-volume compendium, Mass. Soldiers & Sailors in the
Revolutionary War, available at the Salem Public Library among other places.

MSSCRW refers to the multi-volume compendium, Mass. Soldiers, Sailors, & Marines in
the Civil War, available at the Salem Public Library among other places.

EIHC refers to the Essex Institute Historical Collections (discontinued), a multi-volume
set (first volume published in 1859) of data and articles about Essex County. The indices
of the ETHC have been consulted regarding many of the people associated with this
house.

The six-volume published Salem Vital records (marriages, births, and deaths through
1849) have been consulted, as have the Salem Directory and later Naumkeag Directory,
which have information about residents and their addresses, etc.

Sidney Perley’s three-volume History of Salem, 1626-1716 has been consulted, as has the
four-volume William Bentley’s Diary, J. Duncan Phillips’ books, some newspaper

obituaries, and other sources.

Salem real estate valuations, and, where applicable, Salem Street Books, have also been
consulted, as have genealogies.

There is much more material available about Salem and its history; and the reader is

encouraged to make his or her own discoveries.

--Robert Booth

14






12 5ep v \TRL Scham Hredags to T ooadhman 151299,

@‘ID all eople to whom thefe Prefents fhall come, Greeting,
7 Know Ye, That 9 Jofis. .9/0:(7&1 of Selesn S IH (am/)I o Hfpex

;'/(f[‘/‘"(lﬂ’ ~ -

For and in Confideration of the Sum of %o Aun@red X thirly jooua "9.' e ,“; -
to sne in Hand before the Enfealiog hereof, well and truly paid by “ J* revsmicy fBoardrman
,,/fa&m aﬁ-yty;u‘? arive~s < . o _ . —_ - -~ -~ o~

the Receipt whereof 7  do hereby acknowledge, and 1714y fel f’- - - - therewith fully fatisfied and
contenzed ; and thereof, and of every Part and Parcel ‘thereof, do cxonerate, acquit and difcharge
Adwa the faiid “Frumcedy fhpanDmarr: Al — © L =~ e o— m

Heirs, Executors and Adminiftrators, forever by thefe Prefents: HAVE given, granted, bargained, fold,

alicaed, conveyed and confirmed; and by thefe Prefents, Do frecly, fully and abfolutely give, graue,

bargaio, fell, aliene, convey and confirm, unto Advs the faid “Fraveis /5o arDds rea s — o —
Ludy Heirs and Affigos forever, A cevlavy jorecetof s

. /’ l‘ruA l—\»\ J'n(}on A~
/"1‘."/“19 5““37 < 670‘"‘9";‘7 anq I"(f[fmuc'fﬁ,uu'i,, %‘," T T
f",—.:(.iw_[y: /u:/t(", o (a,llla(r'/é/l},r:: rmcs u‘r‘ty Fre” { mgaﬂ s ean
y - . /.
ftfl 0% » /"ut‘\:y\.c.AL', r\or'[mr‘& i LarS 0/‘./‘0/'(/‘)/{ ‘Wfﬁgcf orec
. /'-,M%neﬁ ﬁ]‘/‘ ove fect ‘&‘A,km,\,g A“"'/ eaflerty o ;—77 T faMg
nl..«é?j e /erﬁl"e ,‘gflt‘c.kc/u,,,/m; ﬁij]/"“‘;lé ore Gl 7,724:
’/( Jormuct) ekt 9(’((?")//9“7;7 % Nt L, el Srekarfors
lan one Ranlirdd eyl i fod 67/56—1/‘“[/:':.;, Ec/er.,;y_d.
tways a /ff'fl?a A fond Va9 coruey el Frevlee e e],[‘lu\zgé o The,
no“'lzﬁ/{:gr_)‘fﬁirca/lﬁn‘ AT ot [{LM A 4:yf/l‘. na fa/:n/l/'r‘u./:. V=
1 I/ ﬁ,?' . a-(.
,‘u.y leen® C,:%f'ﬁ/.ff(-l-//;);f »7,(0,//“(‘9/7;4;79 Ay [”,l[/é/’; Le iﬂj{l
r e aq a highes ayg (o creven™ 9 ov g Fedir o HLfrt s
v ﬁj/ o { 4
Jerrear e farrie - ~ -~ — - ~ =~ -~ - =

fuu'u'

Lo Habe and to BOID thé Gid granted and bargained Premiles, with ell the Appus.
tenances, Privileges and Commodities to the fame belonging, or in any wife appertaining 10 ‘hid 5oy
the faid “Fraretr /f3oavdirionv: . ~ - - — — _ :

Jiiy Heirs.aod Afigns forever, To sca  and JAcly only proper Ufe, Benefit and Behoof forever.
Aod (7 therid 2o fitn Hodgey - ~ — T~ —_—
for r:y/’etf,m( Heirs, Exccutors"and Admioiftrators, .do Covenaot, Promife and Grant to and with

Atn, 7Fid Fald Frared, /@om@rm,an - — —

41 Heirs and Afligns, that before the Enfealiog hereof, 2 @+ the trae, fole and lawful Owner of the
above-bargaived Premifes, and ssm lawfally [eized and poffefled of the fame in 771y own proper

ight, as a good, perfe® and abfolate Eftate of Inheritance in Fee Simple : And hiave in srred
:good Righe, full Power and lawful Authority, to grant, bargain, fell, convey and confirm faid bargained
Premifes in Manoer as aforefaid: And that ‘7722)/'“1‘9 Frarce Srard st

/e ¢s Heirs and Affigns, thail and may from Time_to Time, and at all Times forever hereafier, by Force and
Virtue of thefe Prefents, lawfully, peaccably and quietly Have, Hold, Ufe, Occupy, Pcflefs and Enjoy
the faid demifed acd bargained Premifes, with the Appurtenances, free and clear, and freely and clearly
acquitted, cxonerated and difcharged of, from all and all Manoer of former or other Gifts, Graants,
‘Bargains, .Sales, Leales, Mortgages, Wills, Entails, Jointures, Dowries, Judgments, Executions, or locum-

«brdnces of whar Name or Natnre foever, that might in any Meafure or Degree obftru&t or make Void
this prefent Deed.

Fuctheomore

>‘j/7f<‘.f/ﬂ('9'/p/fn«.}fagjzf - for fel £ oy Heirs,
‘Executors sod Adminiftrators, do Covenant and Engage the”above-demifed Prexfifes o AurPthe faid
Fravee fraviIinian - AYG ~ < - o <« - < - Heirs and Afligos,
againlt the. lawfol Claims or Demands of any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, forever hereafter to

-Warrany, Secure and Defesd by thefe Prefents. In bz l@'Why Uﬁxrm?f«j Angf,/i_-(—-
nuj foen® >< /}uf Th oy f&ze(?’//{ ,9(,:'( ‘%:f/,/‘)_f,_,,,ja AE e
)%lozyn W feven /4‘1(»\91‘4’(1‘!’ us ck»,?/?/‘ Loo .

97

Jo o HHady e

fo

’J:rn B oavdrrae

N

gD [ealed 4 9ebive oD éve porefiic s g Join dhedger ot fral

/O’LL“\//Y‘CAL/\’" NINANARY ‘jjruwu‘
I

%J('J{ /(I“/;’/df“h /4. I7 A (.7/[(,,(’:" 76'[1 ;\ L?/o?c.‘ JPV,E'Ha&/q .,([/(’nou)/%‘]cg

i ; g/
Vo ;‘T)/L/f)"‘!»(,nxe nffr) be /itln y'e ¢ [{(7% g ("'Q )

. - - S ' -3
o fova B Lisy SrcKe rirm Juff Yeaca -

7/

[/91)5'93 FAE \/‘/U 0 17 B2 X ve cors&a A e S?dy/a Aoe (/z)(f{o«ri/;?)/Zz;:*’



fany VTEE WM@% 40 Bramua Braadvman— 148494,

Jo fim. Hodger IO acs Peoris To wiom ThEsE Pamsenrs sHALL coms ~ Greeting,
z g 9 }KNOW YE, Tha Jj(r/{n \9}09(?14 oL Salern in 7’7‘1‘576271“:15 o Sfiexc,
“Fya /bozvgaman Ilerefllast—_

For and in Confideration of the Sum f Jev ¢+1y Zevo o rundy Lo fﬁ"m;‘ﬂ’ -

0 72 e in Hand before the Enfeatiog hereof, well and truly paid by “Frastcis Poardman
0’[ Jalern ﬂ/r?“cf'(z@ Prrarirter _
the Receipt whiref < ‘~do hereby acknowledge; and 77ty el /< therewith fully fitishied and

contented ; and thereof, and of every Part and Parcel theteof, do exonerate, acquit and difcharge
/I l:n: the faid (3',“(‘ rt ¢ ", /ll" e
Heirg; Executors and Adminiftrators, forever, by thefe Prefents: HAVE given, granted, bargained, foldy

atiencd, conveyed and confirmed; 2nd, by thefe Prefents, Do, freely, fully and abfolutely, give, grants
bargain, fell, aliene, convey and confirm unto /240 the faid < Forrcerceds — — —

hg, Heirs and Afigns forever, (7 SO teeed oK GnsS) e Sakbesn a/o'r;'a—?d/
Coritain _f«n Teor Acvrey 7720ve ov g//é /ﬂwg_‘l-\’" /" «illien-Cy o
lLakd L 5 Reins of Jerbin Jver Aecodfed Weoftiy paitly o Gidof
f?‘tﬁf@?rmt ey whick I ﬁerd:?"nvﬁ@ Lo Hiom D‘/i’dfﬂ'g on o ey
viz, m)'abff'?«ng %lﬁz(«} Way whieh waﬂ J{”ccra?%mryw(‘)‘@a
'f?‘/lezrfa,nS }gawfo@, NoxZienly orn ﬂ»n% fe&%;ﬂ? o "yf""" m“}’
Ll ,%79/44 K eaflerly on Vartous counfer on a river or Creek % ex-
TG ar far a1 10 baseky R flits belorsging 757755 frivce o 248
P agp&”y 7"1‘2 Rt-eocZen) . S &ﬂﬁ /‘}”ng felLO( corvey of veliry -
G fh T fald Fraanicir all sy vightt <l in KT FAT LD
CWLp(?’t;rg,ﬁ(«B (dag» ar #ary__l. ﬁ;% Zar o '% :
Fedny ﬁ*r a)ig,_%ouq.wf/ Wﬁ&i};{,ver . ——

S

To HAVE aid 1o HOLD the fiid ranted and bargaioed Premifes, with all the A ppucténances,
Piivileges and Commodities” to the fame™ belonging, or in iny wife appertaining to ftirn the

faid Forarcds 2BearIsiyan

Juiv Heirs 2od Afligos forever.  To'/es's  and77iens only proper Ufe, Benefit and Behoof, forever! .
And 9 the faid }17 A #a?‘{;cl —_ - )
for e z;ét_ﬂcirs, Executors and Adminiftrators, do ¢
fudan U fald “Fararicdy

Fe 4 Heirs and Affigns, that before the Enfealing hereof, J aars the true, fole and lawful Owner of the
sbove-bargained Premifes, and @s»¢ liwfully. fejzéd and poffefled of the fame in #744 gwn proper
Right, 15 2’ good, perfe& and abfolute Eftats of Inheritance in Fee Simple:” And have in' 2225 .
good Right, full Power, and lawful Authority, to grant, bargain, fell, convey and confirm Gid bargained
Premifes in Manner ag aforefaid : And that 747 7ol . vajvedy
Ity Heirs and Affigos, thall 4nd may, from Time ta Time, aud at all Times forever hereafier, :Z Force
and Virtue of thefe Prefents, lawfully, peaceably and quietly Have, Hold, IJfe, Qceupy, Poffefs aod Enjoy
the faid demifed and bargained Prentifes; with the Appurtenances, free and clear; and fresly and glearly
acquitted,” exonerated aod difcharged of;’ from .all” and- all. Manner of former.or other Gifts, Granis,
Bargainy, Sales, Leafes, Morigages, Wills, .Entails, Jointares, Dowries,  Judgments, Executions, or.ln-

cumbrances, of what Name or Nature foever, that might in any Meafure or Degree obftru® of make void
this prefent Deed, . R

FURTHERMORE,

ovenant, promife and grant, to and with

o N R 77’&)_]&4@ AT hBn, for rrer el 4 . ?"ﬂ;{leivs,‘

Executors and Adminiftfators; do Covenant” and”Eugage (he‘abovc-dch{ifed'itfxiéto A the faid

ravied  Ade o LT~ . Heirs and Afligny, ‘againtt

the lawful Clims or Demands of any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, forever heteafter to Warrane, Secure
and Defend, by thefe Prefents. 951 40 /755 % wHere oA 9 /l‘,,,,.,—z,—/‘,fn;y Aand

Afwaé% ,Q’cw J/()f)l:lj AT vre TR (xw/)/uw tm()r@

< et.g /%g—.ui;-/;#- f‘a*/d’r:. ?7/‘27'9/ oot O(,chaﬂ.)
JSigha) Sl i eliinred

Ly o Ys%o/- (WX 0’/4,

%(’x/:' /Ny./{/]gf‘m}é fon Hedges 'mr."g
Py 7 \}furn erlnch ,.mw@ e 77&7/2"\2/
. 15 Ge RA Fedd Ke/or‘ <.’ .
(}mn,u A /{e/‘lfun'" : ja‘[‘vr\ PleLocr WJD acu
Zylea:/j /ZZC:)-//Z((/;./ 161088 K recoHed A eaca.,,oiﬁ (?G’f)w\gpc'cﬁb‘{tlj /ﬁi

d?a_wé’ ﬂlann‘u—:?



a2 WY, wkony OQ e5%ate cQ Famis Boavdman

a/‘l%/’l&aﬂﬁ/r ZZMQ 6ory PM&M%Mﬂ@&WM‘ G5

/57 Brats 0f 72 20 Corildeztreim /6442 Gad. a)?/é’

b #hds V5 § Fhamtly of gar 9{%7/%&,40/%&,____

% elet Fucth , 'rmwa(,ﬁf;t&/a&ém é&é’,ﬂmmv._b—_‘ — I
! Brarretts ee/('owj‘am /a‘o?’ /4 ..;—-—\— el ,
/ Deat 2 Dot nelte /Mé&/?é/ e e I B —
/ %/’m éz&&%/ alZw/fo//om 5/@/” a? 6/ : i

éﬁ;ﬁwa)&%w Fxafo Heumatsr e th lo—
/ doi.. Ju’zycofu/l/gézwzyu MW Y %wé’ Ored/m /‘mf; 7, /m( Hloaf lo—

/ ‘ffamd/d/aﬁéjmw{ozwny 7 /ﬁ&%%ﬂ /W'{”— — 2 —

7 d‘nc&/ayé?mu 27'8 S Totfred 22 /nwfg g meé/g /r‘an 6/5* 2.4/
/57?0/” ot % - ? M@Q //mm ey } /3 $/4 6‘720,.//(007;/ 2. /i
b677nbs J/wm/ 7074 ””éi‘ lf/ioé fy‘ S 3 '/ZL

;Gét@a//on/ Y P rsndh, w”é”’aw/é Y ) B“em”zm Yo e Y
7 wine/V b /7//'p// 7@/ 37 Sl withy D ointeqay Grou ol 74 Lo —
/ Jaé 6&//{”/ Lo //d/f/ ‘ff‘ﬁ/wnﬂ am{’/pa‘}/m/ /// . . /G —
S Gliina -Pliates Y. 4 white' Pbideos wichs be (a’icw 74 . 46
1Jv 5 otly 1f. eem Gliors Y /’% ware 1)6. : o 2. é
/fma/%ﬁ/mza Dol g ard nzedogar Yaldb 0'/ - = SO 7
7 bar gme/a/m/”a/ﬁm/ 2 0L BB s 7 A g
J/ melro f%/ Olurivs wille hoain Potlome @ %7 e § &
b Aidly Aillo with. Copaficn Pblo, Poottomas a)/?/ 3.72—

/ ;&zz Shod m/z/m Palcs 4107 . - - 72—
zzr /z/l/}bé melioganyy o érfzd ./azé %&//om W . R 7B
e, VEPN/) (l’ s (Worght GE6 ar /Yy - - G0 8&
/ faa / 2o g%/ﬂolu !V‘/ﬁﬂflé (gay / Joa (:;/zzw/ 6 D= - /- W’
a Buieb V75 buntoft é/ 9/,9///474 Lricedrant ¥ 437 e 2. /4 —
1 Framie //6 1 bct1os0d tA ﬁmm 1/ 2 Peditrads a? é e 12046
2 Prod's W/)t”’mﬂ wrlso 4/10 D Gurcsly /7 ///3/2207/(14/ /6 — § /8 0
4 Glrainy zo/ /-G rauweny / 1o/ ééﬁaw [ cworen /1/&7@[/9, /2. by —
2 Bhambpy 5 ea B30/ 1 S0 Bloory f /am¢7a,é/p’ 46/4 S 3 —
S 550l 2000l X Fosmabivone 12/ ¢ fﬁmre{' and#s g:?~ 17—
! Bea 7504 lon ancl Vilory (43%19///2 /rr/a/a Mﬁwﬁz@/“‘ifzg[ /Z/f//
L qeetlbl 5],/ P2lien ok 5/ 6. s sin b / Gor ? /Zd/g/ """?}__ e
/meé %ﬂmemqaé&?z 7 tp/’lﬁeﬁ/ @ {‘ % g
/8'6067%6411@ / ez é’a{&/// _q‘_u_ VS
7 Bt adﬁ 220l elndh, /Q/ (0(1’(14,&4// ‘/aném% /A —
y Lofor Y Tow Tadls@ b 10f. o deirpieis S0 Towels r/ S
/ Pa/r e//na/fz,&y’)a/ﬁ&‘ $Lo D 9201l o1 i —_ 7 Z
Chasrr /57 L otk ,///w//mdwm,gfé L B
fé@egw Zifém-é%me& ? 4,7,74 R 4 ‘3"/
/i 6 ,ZZM //4 f /ﬁ_-- —
iy 6 a,ény wawz.zmé/ 1%l S

W ),




114

%@/ﬁw Mt&‘/o

éua%//{ dﬁ,y 9/7 (272

'Z r2110 Do i34t &

Vet OC CLA\:M . CQ ~€‘>‘\’- CJS— F\'- 6MWW )

A an Bt ™ 0/”/ Yo %&/g%fmw ﬂpa/rz{mm,/é(a)a/,

%/rmo/r Aatearod 474’4/ W@(r M?WM"
&om&#@y Mal@zf //&"
/zm /Z)zé gfd@t«f (9" Vf/z

7dayroal’ f//ﬂ/ﬂ/aw /5/’4/)1#1/)7 7o / 3.4
ﬂzjwnma,ew aMZ 7 fﬁéé e
7(&4/1/:-2: q/ //Mma,; L) cerres / Walammmzmg;vz //. / 0//
> 2
%/y ity ror /@;a&raw els v g, s Lo SV @’v@/&% mmsz = 7‘5 5
saped {//a/o €1 DeBtore tr Aal Pt st S, o Crcds //fp/f/r/z ot e 10239000 Vl/? y ,
Yo Brrals //J o d S0 st - /ﬁ v ferr a/ﬂ//(‘/r rﬂ?xfm Ve ey raself ’t/DrM"/"M o /%
/ﬁ ﬂpf)yu/”wn Pikor FA 2y ﬁﬁ' 22274 /7 v-Z
en ./Vorrw ,//9 2.9 Ll (Brpre. ,///‘ 9 Yp
,,/00;0 Aodgo K5 Jotir ﬂ//ﬂ?z/on 'h -5 7
/m/vmra so/. (/(-a o f}? 5
/le@amxgvny/"/’ V.. a/(lf Q%aﬂn/ S ) /3 ga-/—
%IAJI”/( 7o ? Rtrras 1¢%/ - ./}/,/0 73
v @rar Brrmp (2ee® 157 1 /ul/r/a,f 7/mﬂ/éﬂ1/ orwp 20 Y/ SV
p /AJ"%/ fordilly 1155 .6 ,@mw/}é»uﬁ‘? ,f?; 10.4 714210
ﬂ/}zl(’@ Afﬂr("a/mf 7 SR Gonre c‘oof"-/mﬁol{ z/tt//ﬂdaé’/.g s{(f', /6.
ﬁgffao Mmﬁ Porfeosl dulios Fn 009111&/}0:/4»1 /if‘ Z.0
/i fm/wp(/dzwwzm ?Mu/ Sty I S /%W’%Zm Z 4 r 7 / 30 7. ( /
%, a/o}/wa(hﬂﬂédﬂl‘fo/? Dianiod Hatheme aer? 33/ Z.8 ?7 7
» rfnwlﬁ Hrra dens * , Yocrmr s Pl ienre ﬁa/// fe ?.QJ/A/ -
7l 2ox arecdons @oc® Dockago Sotoono HzenBor 2 4. 74
/%/r J}zg/vwr(o?/z)‘/mzwa a/7 .fafmy L’ 90,{7 /8- /%2./3-%

nlod.

MLA

%Z ﬁ,aé/gmy rde i Gy

ﬁ/n,

mta,[/zom/d/rdm

Mﬁ/t/ﬁ/ﬂmwmb Qe 27875

uza/ o
&rﬂ’/m e 85 ][rp/
ek /bmue[%aym 2o ? )75 é

o ﬂo&d ,@ozzg:%/ 23 NadhS

"7/0 ffl./lra{w%%zém Fro. / 201\ @
?‘y Tho /amﬁm? 2P 2ef3 1. 4. 80923 % A
é 1% to-H

(g/a‘(gzmr/w Qe ol//( /82

.33
52 53./3.2 YAV
¥ aav/sy ;/Mm M//,wmé/ Qce? /y 7y

2t 2, al(/m

/267,

7@7 ozo;v,amd,(bowﬂ (72 S

e lla bt ee® ?

uM/m&&;“ %

/19 el iz, wmfafyﬁr ﬂ/mwzr andpocordin
ﬁ Z// o &12‘/(0”0:1/07 &

dé’wao/: ﬂ/o
ﬂ(gé ff

m”xmA]/

””%%/z‘ { f/ f‘ o
Jvm»’/w 36.46.6 . 1%3 . Z.é 473” 34

Mlﬂ/of&
¢ eisd @ o

//cé{/om %m/&/r
[@W/w it e 3,6

Mowa/n(azb/w/mdow o7 10c2£s,

Coromncototliollatt memd&mdmﬁ o 7
it Solate Fuodl ﬁZapwﬁz

ol aecot wzzéma@/

Jpo: Wao-p[ 07 /M%mytgomﬁ /a/x

.

e o w ﬂ«om w{m/' 0

2

U/ ﬂ“/f’ 7. %/WWZQ" ad/z/rﬁp(e(/?,é
ﬁ" @,y’mmlﬂm Lon” Golt? Moo/ Focer T . Nl g

Grifwmbn Lrdy” ke Becownt.

W ﬁﬁ,«wmmwyf Y ;:7%»:,0»«:/% s v ocaent,

Aow'drwwﬂﬂmq

Ysrg T
6:/6.;
. Ap. 47
,/,./2.0
73
d A
2.4.6
732

%@3 e.2
1047 . ‘f’ﬁ/

)0 it /7”*/1?93 Yot Lococind Lbosy eramemed Wresonrdr iy Py
MQ& ’ WW@MII// b / % mﬂ/ﬁ%lﬂ/ng%(% @n&ﬁﬂ

/ly




182& \wvxe/w&zw\'\ o eskoie OQ- Mt . ey BMW&

N -7, .
/(f%(/: Esquire, Judge

t your honor, we, the subscribers, the commmce therein
1) have made the fo1]meg

APPRAISE [ENT OF THE ESTATE OF

f7 Wbz i sy,

. . . insaid county, /¢ ‘//?(/ff/f, deceased, 777 testate,
. A shewn fo s By the admxmstrat &

Real Estale ¢ /lﬁ T,

v ’@’%’ﬁh&z{/ Z/f/e’ vl .
/caw/éz/f}fﬁw /«f:;/ }?’Kf ér/zmmymry y’ 99...

clicecis G675
\?ar

lxirs ) D /BT Mg
: cutbf/ < s f[(;(/l';i(/;ﬂ%:/%/ 2

Jabl F Ao elock F7s7; //w, o

08y
/ /:‘z”/{u 7&«/4 ggk w SFxeir coevricl -1
7 CV?‘C&«» ( @( f/é Y 26'“*
/4 ¢l¢tc¢./ S ey . . . //1{7/,.
by

nricllosgeten LeelBLE F B /a./auu o ﬁu'
g 4 [ Camall- ¢'7{n PV LN g {]-,‘.
‘aaﬂacm 4//’ t’zr[’u?‘ f&’z.[.{ ) O cw’eﬁfm/uﬂﬂi
, KB Callils ‘,t/< Ao
[/{‘d‘cdcg el coor{:,l7 u[cvuu& . yARS
lj/a_‘/‘ 237/5(’ Aosf %’5&) V_ lhvzeces :
i ¢ sy‘z:)”‘ﬁ;v‘,% Va4

/;/&c, c“%m/ 3o cavy elliiir
~— el Ve /Z(/I/.//ﬂ//l
/C(/ c:tfz(/ lical e /(1/7 //lj' '> 90""

56"‘»”"62’!‘4:?:/3‘/‘ /caw,fuezf Ky2aw 0 /35

/&*/d/(n LJJ b /51741”(41« L. e /7
.‘ 7 fé Zazz Zz,xﬂ,yﬁ Y ss
Cex €71 1(%4 38~ % )

; m«fu:é O .. 48
‘ TR J/T
45/?‘1'(10'4”( - /5’5’
PRI
2 /az,,w{ée/gz, S»

'

: .,.:—-% : 5‘6?7,5_‘

27,1&%4 //L:u‘manl" /’am/a‘f)}’//,,?__
/19 4, Bremeveal lan k. /0[2_@_ Vel L
IO clo. Sialic Gxnk - f8:.  Dhsp..
b Ao N SN .

’ Jﬁ’cl %
‘p d/ﬂ, JZr/c'm /}2. 1.114.2 B

e, S IO fdae-
.j‘”c/n Cosex Crilye s 360 [§0q-..
SEE00 W /7 [wv cend 3 :
‘/f(ﬂ jf{’d'w/{f}i&j’”

-t e wa

- HI6, 155

C/g%é/m%ﬂwffxf ""/ﬂﬂéz

m/az&/ a:[‘/ ) 3” ""
;z TGS

Boaascnls -

57("». 39(]1.

Brought forward. Amount of real estate, . LB Aerees
Amount of personal estate, : - - /4 4G AT

Torar, § /éz?/(/”ﬁfa

Dated ot wam, this / Aerel day of /z’u o A D. 19:??’ '
B 7Mz/1/ (/&uza(é .
t o~ e .
/g%,//z Pwearapian )Z (o1 € COR1E o
GAI Y, L//%Zﬁ‘“f//uc (fm ,
Essex, ss. At a Court of Probate holden at Q’(’

in and for said county, on the 2l Tuesday in @cﬁnf’ ey, A D. 1323‘

I\'C1Y(H.cc,f {./()YA-{(ZY{I\L(CZL, .:«/)uuus/'c'/r;lf

presents the foregoing, and makes oath, thcontams a true
and perfect inventory of the estate of (. /lctt~ Shecerrod reitrly o
Arees late of Sy ins
county, Yerd ¢, deceased, 51 testate, so far as has come to fizy
knowledge, and that, ir any thing further shall hereafter : appear, (2
it to be of record herewith in” the probate office 1t is theretpon decreed

the same be accepted, allowed and tecorded %/v ;
/Zé Fidge afPrabate

Tecorded from the original, and cxamiied by
/’

oAl TR



T 5] et A A2

e Ve, e

o D

151‘

vt dute

e

,[7/) L?

0 Larfe 7




16 March €32 BoarBuin hars 4o Z, F silsbee

B bawiniists Ao coe I o \“ﬁ woe §auertly sl 10 B
o ":‘:u avaas W Lacuanuohidd, g uvw o LEVVN ZWo w;,\d w e Lk_c,\mb* anmel Q\cw\ el .

3G Poordawewd Aaeh cwdk v uﬂlﬂc\.\u\\).u\) i Lot o‘iiu,( W comsicten cotion o{
Ed Auted . " . <
loe Aty sertin) Wiuneedy ol e, ' we \Lan U\ Jaehcaia 3 Stbbed of e sawe

Berteaw) M e\ eade Mxe, Y\LCQ:\)\/\.‘C whoned We do kanglay ceelian mﬁ(c&gw"‘cxo,\uué
\'\B o\wo ug,cwdc M AL COMARNY ek \z\;\m«;/’(\ib sonc LLbed trus vttt |
(SR Y \\ ans cx*hu, M ua.ucu’\e) cc\\b‘wﬁi\_‘_@ oﬂ o Ckwe.tk@ Wots® comet tenney WAksd
A bk uol\uiwx'\w% AL 50 G bovan e WY us\ué\ o) Flecs ot strect Whoe,
qu\kw\mcx U M dnest) caaed swu/u \udc [YVINLY g,‘\_ch\rcb\m_(:\;\ !.b(.N:'J\"“‘( ady on;

ANV ¥ (Acume,\:tub Moo e OW VEMALTLD coundes 1A ) ALuov on v eele [
A et > o @ .

4\%@\'\»‘ u);\w\‘) w Wy bk coae \\tks muu& (YW TN (&g AOMY ekl ek Joch, |
. : \‘ - o :
ow Ly Lecke \\\\\\ e et el 2 e e et U ecttu naiel, Miehwan c\eow Aee# !
wad o\ Qm\\) Aoums et o\ oo et HTR e 50 We &cuM.'Q/ AR iy Lo Lovian cleel ithi
Ut bt g s oeows beina W sanue lawd clasenibecy wotios clacct -
A AR \:\\ Yt A stlae I cucen Boodaa et deet ones cteckect Selet® 12
Hu e dnta 189 redd Dotk \fc”qu -
“\%’L nee ke Booko 3. \u\,\ "()9!.', '~¥-€v-\t\' sy e\ oy \\ SVENN adaielw tre Betearn
\)\\\\\ Peww Q)'O\*\\ ovE&lton. AN oAy W ewe e Gy \\m\: 0{ R LTS CTPYRTYYY d ‘) ‘\ V-
LY (\N\Q\JT\) \\“\ L e (}\\C\ﬂtd/ (R emie At Mo bl wottemcnn es ko the 33
S vad i W eweet u»'gb.\u Fo W et e Lo cueey. t,me"‘;:’c hc\ﬂw\)‘ (et
A e sea U N\’JLMLVMM;NO w. v\\%.?l\ w\é\m@s \cvo\uad»\m\ A\ S0 Bytee Lo
ok eeclamnistictos clo \\ug covenn catt Lottt 2oac) SLLLeo W Wens cunel
wazs‘\(k&u—&\u:t WU A d \uw\\\,g_; Seimned) wi \u) ei e |w MLV ﬁmc&*\&% el b\uh
A AL s e eed tedT wel \l\cwt'(bou.w céoccb ég\tk e sew e el convtythe
sawd e e saed g\\b\:tv el Mral we) LU can el ond) W et ex @ euck ovs cumet o =

avmsiaotors $W ol e emdoamd o e\w\c\/ e sammdle thencucy Flobes ki

e ek mu\:\\m \m‘e\m\) s ukm:\:&km\um\\w eloima) CUAEd C\ QAL Caets
R ‘\\MM wp e\t i wbood. Q\ Ml l{‘f‘ﬂx\{\ Ml\)h U\'f_oh“u}e) e scuel Chw.d&

W Me ca el Ioaunes to e eumcts set ovod lueweld Cunct sesds—tai ton i

: um\ - Meneb (L0 . B W. browwmsiet ey et
S\\uux, gecled) \du'wued) o J\A Quay WQ). fb\' oLt L s ie( cl, Sead,
w \ne ees of Jomet Bocn et cun Seet,
(e & By comsiet 1 Usor 55, Yotowo Mt concetn 185 1232, Thheww W |

()‘ actliom (Let cums, cdiood a cuntect VAW, B ovtiantiiete Baum .
b Dot an e aelia stekect cy.cb e @b ow) tnstiian et e Yoty \[m, wety
Aret bl o) e S . Tovsusen U G wto] Yeeru
(\‘\?W « Weecweds Meneln W% 1552 Weeondict BX,,( cmiiwed ., A A Frerceh Aoy



Retpin D, Yerne
The ‘Ships and Sailors of Old Salem

15—Between 2 and 8 this morning we saw two sail which
chased us, the ship fired 3 shots at us which we returned. They
came up with us by reason of a breeze which she took before
we did. She proved to be the ship Cornwall from Bristol.
21—Bishop Beveridge employed my time.
28—We now begin to approach to land. May we have a
good sight of it. At eight o’clock two Teriffa (Barbary) boats
came out after us, they fired at us which we returned as merrily.
They were glad to get away as well as they could. We stood
after one, but it is almost impossible to come up with the
» piratical dogs. :
28—Gibralter—Went on shore. Saw the soldiers in the
Garrison exercise. They had a cruel fellow for an officer for
he whipt them barbarously. . After dinner we went
out and saw the poor soldiers lickt again.
. Dec. 10—Benj. Moses, a Jew, was on board. I had
some discourse with him about his religion . . . Poor
creature, he errs greatly. I endeavored to set him right, but
he said for a cenclusion that his Fatber and Grandfather were
Jews and if they were gone to Hell he would go there, too, by
choice, which I exposed as a great piece of Folly and Stupidity.
In the morning we heard a firing and looked out in the Gut
and there was a snow attacked by 8 of the piratical Tereffa
boats. 'Two cutters in the Government service soon got under
sail, 8 men-of-war that lay in the Roads manned their barges
and sent them out as did a Privateer. We could now perceive
her (the snow) to have struck, but they soon retook her. She
had only four swivels and 6 or 8 men They got some
prisoners (of the pirates) but how many I cannot learn, which
it is to be hoped will meet with their just reward which I think
would be nothing short of hanging. Just at dusk
came on board of us two Gentlemen, one of which is an Officer
on board a man-of-war, the other belongs to the Granada in
34

Philip English and His Era

thc'a King’s Service. The former (our people say) was in the
skmfush in some of the barges. He could have given us a
relation of it, but we, not knowing of it, prevented what would
have been’very agreeable to me. It is now between
SI) i?fslai ec;lc-lfq'k at night which is the latest I have set up since
This Samuel Gardner was a typical Salem boy of his time
well tgrought Up» sent to college, and eager to go to sea and,
experience adventures such as his elders had described. Of a
kindred spirit in the very human quality of the documents he
left for us was Francis Boardman, a seaman, who rose to a ¢
siderable position as a Salem merchant. His ancient Jo bozlril—
contain between their battered and discolored caunvasgcovers
the records of, his Yoyages between 1767 and 1774. AmonS
the earliest are the logs of the ship Vaughan in which Franci{i
Boardl.nan sailed as mate. He kept the log and having a bent
for scribbling on whatever blank paper his quill couldé;ind h
filled the fly-leaves of these sea journals with more interest’i e
ma}terial than the routine entries of wind, weather and shi n’g
daily business. Scrawled on one ragged leaf in what a -
to be the preliminary draft of a letter: e
. “Dear Polly—thes lines comes with My Love to you. Hop-
ing thes will find you in as good Health as they Lea\;e e Zt
this Time, Blessed be God for so Great a Massey (mercy).”
Youn.g‘ Francis Boardman wag equipped with epis.tolar
amx.numtlon for all weathers and conditions, it would seemy
for in another log of a hundred and fifty years ago, he carefull ,
wrote on a leaf opposite his personal expense acgo;mt: ’

" “Madam:

“Your Late Behavour towards me, you are sensible cannot
have escaped my Ear. I must own you was once the person of
whom T could Not have formed such an Opinion. For m
part, at present I freely forgive You and only blame myself foz
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The Ships and Satlors of Old Salem

putting so much confidence in a person so undeserving., I have
now conquered my pashun so much (though I must confess at
first it was with great difficulty), that I never think of you, nor
I believe never shall without déspising the Name of a person
who dared to use me in so ungrateful a manner. I shall now
conclude myself, though badley used, not your Enemy.”

It may be fairly suspected that Francis Boardman owned a
copy of some early “Complete Letter Writer,” for on another
page he begins but does not finish. “A Letter from One Sister
to Another to Enquire of Health.” Also he takes pains several
times to draft these dutiful but far from newsy lines:

“Honored Father and Mother—Thes lines comes with my
Deuty to you. Hoping They will find you in as good Health
as they Leave me at this Time. Blessed be God for so Great
a Massey—Honored Father and Mother.”

In a log labeled “From London Toward Cadiz, Spain, in the
good ship Vaughan, Benj. Davis, Master, 1767,” Francis Board-
man became mightily busy with his quill and the season being
spring, he began to scrawl poetry between the leaves which
were covered with such dry entries as “Modt. Gales and fair
weather. Set the jibb. Bent topmast stay sail.” One of
these pages of verse begins in this fashion:

“One Morning, one Morning in May,
The fields were adorning with Costlay Array.

I Chanced for To hear as I walked By a Grove
A Shepyard Laymenting for the Loss of his Love.”

But the most moving and ambitious relic of the poetic taste
of this long vanished Yankee seaman is a ballad preserved in the
same log of the Vaughan. Ttsspelling is as filled with fresh sur-
prises as its sentiment is profoundly tragic. It runs as follows:
¢ 1 “In Gosport* of Late there a Damsil Did Dwell,

for Wit and for Beuty Did she maney Exsel.

* Gosport Navy Yard, England.
36
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A Young man he Corted hir to be hi
And By his Trade was a Ship Carpersltgfear
he ses “My Dear Molly if you will agrea
And Will then Conscent for to Marey me
Your Love it will Eas me of Sorro and Care
If you will But Marey a ship Carpentir.”
WitAh blushes mor Charming then Roses in J une
She ans’red (“) Sweet William for to Wed T am to you
Young Men thay are fickle and so Very Vain young:
If a Maid she is Kind thay will quickly Disdane
the Most Beutyfullyst Woman that ever was Bo'rn
When a man has insnared hir, hir Beuty he scorns. @)
(He) (*) O, My Dear Molly, what Makes you Say so?
Thi Beuty is the Haven to wich I will go. :
If you Will consent for the Church for to Stear
there I will Cast anchor and stay with my Dear.
I ne’re Shall be Cloyedd with the Charms of thy Love
this Love is as True as the tru Turtle Dove. ’
All'that I do Crave is to marey my Dear
And arter we are maried no Dangers we will fear. @)
(She) “T%le Life of a Virgen, Sweet William, T Prize
for marrying Brings Trouble and sorro Like-wise. ()
But all was in Vane tho His Sute she did Denie
yet he did Purswade hir for Love to Comeply. |
And by his Cunneng hir Hart Did Betray
an(! with Too lude Desire he led hir Astray.
This 1_)ast on a while and at Length you will hear
the King wanted Sailors and to Seq he must Stear,
This Greved the fare Damsil allmost to the Hart .
To think of Hir True Love so soon she must Part.
She ses () my Dear Will as you go to sea
Rctmember the Vows that you made unto me. ()
With the Kindest Expresens he to hir Did Say
(“) I will marey my Molly air I go away.
That means tomorrow to me you will Come,
the‘fn we will be maried and our Love Carried on. ()
With the Kindest Embraces they Parted that Nite
She went for to meet him next Morning by Lite.
he ses () my Dear Charmer, you must go~ with me
Before we are married a friend for to see. ()
he Led hir thru Groves and Valleys so deep
That this fare Damsil Began for to Weep.
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23 She ses (‘) My Dear William, you Lead me Astray .

on Purpos my innocent Life to be BeTray. ()

24  (He) (*) Those are true Words and none can you save, (™)

for all this hole Nite I have Been digging your grave.”

25 A Spade Standing By and a Grave thare she See,

(She) (*°) O, Must this Grave Be a Bride Bed to Me? ()

In 1774 we find Francis Boardman as captain of the sloop
Adventure, evidently making his first voyage as master. He
was bound for the West Indies, and while off the port of St.
Pierre in Martinique he penned these gloomy remarks in his log:

“This Morning I Drempt that 2 of my upper teeth and one
Lower Dropt out and another Next the Lower one wore away
as thin as a wafer and Sundry other fritful Dreams. What will
be the Event of it T can’t tell.” '

Other superstitions seem to have vexed his mind, for in the
same log he wrote as follows:

“this Blot I found the 17th. T can’t tell but Something Very
bad is going to Hapen to me this Voyage. I am afeard but
God onley Noes What may hapen on board the Sloop Adven-
ture—the first Voyage of being Master.”

Sailing “ From Gua;rdalopa. Toward Boston,” Captain Francis
Boardman made this final entry in bis log:

“The End of this Voyage for wich I am Very thankfull on
Acct. of a Grate Deal of Truble by a bad mate. his name is
William Robson of Salem. he was Drunk most Part of the
Voyage.”

While Francis Boardman and his fellow seamen were making
these perilous voyages to the West Indies and across the At-
lantic, the resentment of the Colonies toward their mother
country was fast drawing near to open hostility. The Ameri-
can seamen hated England with far more reason than the
landsmen, whose grievance of ‘taxation without representa-
tion,” was less disastrous in its results than the merciless jeal-
ousy which sought to confiscate every Yankee merchant vessel
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49Narr'n, Salem (41 W™, 13 Nath!, 3 Nath', 1 Henry),

BORN. DIED. MARRIED.

49 Nathaniel, 9 Nov., 1748, 25June,1791, 1Nov., 1770, Sarah Becket.
They had

BORN. DIED. MARRIED,
78 Nathaniel, 14 Jan,, 1773, 14 Jly, 1850, 12 Dec. 1802, DLlary Crowninshield,
79 Sarah, 4 May, 1775, 4 Aug., 1776, . )
80 Sarah, 28 Aug., 1777, 12 J’ly, 1840, 12 Feb., 1804, Tim’ Wellman, 4th, -
81 William, o1 M’ch, 1779, 13Jan.,1833, 14 Nov., 1508, Mary Hodges,
82 Joanna, 21 Sept., 1780, 16 Aug., 1782,
83 Polly, 28 Aung., 1781, 16 Sept., 1762,
84 Zac’h Fowle, 9 Aug., 1783, 3 J’ly 1873, 27 Nov., 1810, Sarah Boardman.
85 Joanna, 22 Sept., 1789, 4 Oct., 1789,

“At a very early age Mr. Silsbee was entrusted with
the charge of a vessel and cargo to the West Indies and

subsequently he was the owner of several vessels em- *

ployed in that trade. * * * He commanded the Grand
Turk, on a voyage to the West Indies and afterwards to
Spain. * * * Te soon acquired what was then considered
an independent fortune * * * Dut, kept on until reverses
reduced his estate to a single vessel, in the command of
which he once more braved the winds and waves where
he had early sought and acquired fortune and fame. * * *
At the end of a disastrous voyage, which terminated at
New York, his valuable life was closed at the age of
forty-three. ‘ ’

His remains were interred in the cemetery of the New
Brick Presbyterian Church, fronting the Park.” ( Geo. A.
Ward in “Curwen’s Journal,” efc., 4th ed., p. 655.)

For Sarah Becket born 15 Feb., 1749-50, died 30 Apr.,
1832, see VIII,142.

50 Martia (41 William, 18 Natht, 8 Nath, 1 Henry).
BORN. DIED. MARRIED. ’ BORN. DIED.

50 Martha, 1761, Wm Emmerton, * 2 Sept., 1739, ab’ 1762.
secondly, Chris’Babbadge. .

They had CHRISTOPHER, WILLIAM, MARTIA, SUSAN,

279

W= Emmerton was a son of John and Mary (Foster).
He started on a voyage to the West Indies soon after his
marriage and was never heard from, XIV,279.

S1Joaxna (41 W™, 13 Nath!, 8 Nath!, 1 Ienry).

BORN. ‘DIED. MARRIED.

51 Joanna, 1763, Mansfield Burrill.
They had

BORN. DIED. * MARRIED,
Joanna Burrill, ab’ 1772, 26 Jan., 1853, 13 Nov., 1796, Henry Webb.
William ¢ al’ 1767, 20 Aug., 1831, 7 Mc’h,1790, Eunice Coffrin.
Mansfield ¢ . 1837, 18 May, 1794, Sally Randall.
Martha e 4 Dec., 1785, Marshall Stocker.
Mary « 1803,
Sarah F., ¢ April, 1811.

Mansfield Burrill born 1 Oct., 1739, died 2 Jan., 1826,
son of Ebenezer and Mary (Mansfield) Burrill of Lynn,
was a carpenter and built, about 1776, the house on Essex
street, next west of the Phillips school house.

54 Danter, Boston (42 Daniel; 86 Henry, 8 Eph’m,
1 Henry).

11 July 1770, he calls himself “Merchant of Boston.”

In 1773 the Silsbee family was interested in a claim to
a family estate in England. It appears, from a letter from
“Dan Silsbee” to Samuel of Salem, dated 22 June of that
year, that Samuel had been talking it over with “my
brother” (Sampson I suppose) and Dan urges further
inquiry to discover the antecedents of our “ancestor Henry
Silsbee.”

The inquiry was set on foot by “the following extract
talken verbatim from the Publick Advertiser 1773.” “To
Heirs At Law. If any person can prove him or herself
to be the real Heirs-at-Law of James Thomas Silsbee—
late of Warrendon in the County of Bucks, Esq. de-
ceased—such person by the will of the said James Thomas
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to the United States Bank, and was a director, either in
the Bank at Philadelphia or the Branch at Boston, until he
sold his stock ! “ore voting, as a Senator, for its re-charter.

In politics, & conservative and whig through his 1ong.
term of service in both houses of Congress, he was looked
up to by all parties for information on business subjects
and treated with wi versal respect, and regret for his resig- -

81 William “was an active, intelligent and enterprising.
merchant, an upright and respected citizen and in all the-
relations of life esteemed, and his loss will be deeply felt
and lamented.” (Salem Register, 17 Jan., 1833.)

Ie lived in the Hodges’ house on the eastern corner of -
‘Orange and Essex streets.

Mary . (Hodges) born 24 May, 1789, died 31 Aug.,
1851, dau. of Benjamin, born ab’ 1754, died 13 Apr.,
1806, and Hannah (Iing).

nation. )

He twice received from his constituents the compliment
of a public dinner. ‘

During the recesses of Congress -his house at Salem '
was visited by Members from all parts of the Union,.and
the representatives of foreign governments who came to
New England. ' ‘ '

In his later days he took little active part in politics
and they were passed, for the most part, quietly at home.’

Ile lived in his father’s house on Danicls street and -
afterwards in the mansion, which he built on the north-
erly corner of Pleasant and DBriggs streets (No. 16 on.
chart of 1874 and owned by Mrs. 2. D. Kimball), where .
he died. . :

Mary Crowninshield, born 24 Sept., 1778, died 20
Sept., 1835, was dau. of George and Mzu"y (Derby)
1I1,162.

o

84 Zacuarian I'., Salem (49 Nath!, 41 W=, 13 Nath!,
J. R
3 Nath!, 1 Henry).-
LORN. DIED. MARRIED, .
84 Zachariah Fowle, 9 Ang., 1783, 3 July, 1873, 27 Nov., 1810, Sarah Boardman.
They had

, BORN. DIED. MARRIED.
122 Francis Henry, 6 Sept., 1811, 19 Nov., 184S,
123 Jolin Boardman, 10 Apr., 1813, 1 Apr., 1867, 12 May, 1819, Martha Shepard.
124 Sawth Ann, 18 June, 1814, 19 M’ch, 1846, J. W. Pcele.
125 Zachariah, -4 Sept., 1815, 27 Sept., 1815,
128 Elizubeth, 20 Nov., 1816, 15 Sept., 1817,
127 Elizabeth, 5 Dee., 1817, 3 Jan’y, 1821, .
128 Caroline, 24 Aug., 1819, 13 June, 1849, Wm.D. Pickman.
129 Mary B., 3 Jan’y, 1821, 17 June, 1861, Rev. D. Clapp.
. 130 George Z., .23 Jawn’y, 1822, 16 Dec., 1832, E.S. Saltonstall.
131 Edwuard A, 13 Dec., 1823, soon. .
132 Edward A., 19 Feb., 1826,

84 Zachariah Fowle was, after retiring from the sea,
always a resident of Salem. Was for many years en-
giged in foreign commerce with the firm of Stone, Sils-

81 WrLrran, Salem (49 Nath!, 41 W=, 13 Nath!, 3 Nath!,:
1Henry).

BORYN. DIED. MARRIED.

81 William, o1 Mk, 1779, 15 Jan’y, 1833, 14 Nov., 1508, Mary Hodges. bees and Pickman. “He had an uncommonly modest
Theyhad DIED. MARRIED. and retiring disposition, which, without doubt, deterred

115 Margaret H., 24 July, 1810, 8 :Tli’ 1:‘:’90 03 Oct.. 1510, Tliz'h J. White him from wishing to assume any prominent public posi-

Benjamin H. 2 Feb., 1830, 22 Oct., 129, - & M .

ﬁf; w“-lﬁjmm, " 17 May, 1813, 21 M’ch, 1838, Charlotte Lyman tion; but he filled several offices of trust—such as -

50.M'ch, 187, Maria Woodward - Trustee and President of the Salem Savines Banlk, Di

118 John Henry, 17 June, 1314, 15 May, 1833, Rebeeca A.Dodge- b é avings- bank, Di-
119 Mary, § Sept., 1816, M. Fenollosa. rector of the Merchants Bank and of the Newmarket -

120 IHannah H.,

12% Harriet Eliz., 20 June, 1819, John X. Mott. HIST. COLL. XVIX . 19
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Manufacturing Company. He was a man of the strictest
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integrity, most amiable, kind and tender-hearted, always
charitable to the poor and liberal in all his dealings.”
(“S” in Salem Guazette.)

86 Exoctr, Boston (55 Sampson, 42 Daniel, 36 Henry,
8 Ephraim, 111enry). :

88 Inoch married 30 May, 1799, Alice Necdhqm of
Salem; they had 188 Alice married Stephen Emmons ;
134 Caroline married Benjamin G. Ropes and was lost
in the Arctic, oft Cape Race, September, 1854, VIII, 54 ;
135 George Enoch, married Hannah Wells; 188 Sarah
Needham; 137 Emma married Thorndike Procter and
died 15 Aug. 1877, and 138 Emeline.

86 Enoc,h for some time after his marriage kept a shop
in Salem. In 1809 he was in business in Savannah,
Georgia. He afterwards resided in Boston and Roxbury,
Mass.

N
ameies

'y

A0 ’;. o

88 NaTiaN, Lynn (65 Mr. Nathan Sllsbee of Lynn dxed Saturday’; of3
8 Ephraim, 1 Henry).

. BORN. in the old Friends’ school, taught by Micaja

stend wlnch is located on Broad strees, Lynn
the foot of Union, Dec. 21, 1796, and was edq.

88 Nathan, 21 Dec., 1795, jins., He learned the shoemaking trade, -an
They had ried his product to Boston, going over
’ BORN. stage-coach road through Malden. In 18221
139 Catherine, 28 May, 1824, chased the Phillips estate on Bass Neck, N:

and established himself in the hotel bus

Lwy P, 16 May, 1826, ! 3
iig é\.”l.::, Elzmbeth q; SL.],;’ lsnéy‘ where he remained for several years.

i ¢ h, 22 ¢ ., 182, WRETC 4 : TS Pyears.
142 Frauces Ellen, 18 Sept., 1830, 1 Jam., 1857, James IT. 1\01. 5€.
143 Chas. Frederic, 15 May, 1827, 17 June, 1860, Anna R. Austin.

344 Nathan Everett, 24 Aug.1843, 19 June, 1867, Sarah X. Alley.

Nathan has passed most of his long life in Liynn.- He.
spent two ycars at the west about 1630 He was a shoe- ;
maler but might well have been a real-cstate ag ent, since
his keen memory of such matters has often been of great .
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value in settling contested points, and was very useful to
myself in confirming the family lines as T had constructed
them from deeds, efc.

Anna R. Austin was born in Salem, dau. of Henry
and Elizabeth (Palfrey).

90 SanvEer, Liynn (65 Nehemiah, 43 Sam’l, 36 Henry,
8 Ephraim, 1 Henry).

DORN, DIED. MARRIED.
90 Samuel, 19 Sept., 1798, Huldah M. Ingalls.
They had
145 Otis Ingalls, 2 Aug., 1847, 1872, Jane Mitchell.
148 James Breed, 2 June, 1819, 7 3ept., 1872, Clara E. Phillips.
147 George Alfred, 22 Feb., 1855, 10 Oct., 1877. Mary E.Madison.

Samuel, mariner and fisherman in early life, when, for
a time, he lived at Nahant, has since been a shoemaker
and now, 1878, resides, in hale old age, on Burchsted
Court in Lynn.

Huldah M. was daughter of Alfred and Huldah Ingalls
of Bridgton, Cumberland County, Me.

93 Brizm, Lynn (65Nehemiah, 43 Samuel, 36 Henry,

.8 Lphraim, 1 Ienry).

BORN. DIED. MARRIED.
93 Elizabeth, 27 Feb., 1811, 14 Oct., 1877, 31 May, 1810, George P} hillips.
They had ‘

LORN. DIED, MARRIED.
George H. Phillips, 13 Me’h, 1841, 31 Ang., 1870.
Edward N. ¢ 17 Feb., 15tk 25 Dec., 1846.
Edward o 5 ¥Feb., 1818, 5 Sept., 1848.

Arthar J. & 18 Jan., 13852,

Mr. George H. Phillips, of Lynn, furnishes the follow-
ing sketch of his paternal line. George, born 27 Feb.
1805, died 3 Apr. 1857, was son of John, born 30 Dec.,
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loss of her Voige, Whe do Protest Against the Above Voige,
Whe do Protest against sd Seth Harding Esq. Commander of the
ship Confederacy as well in our Owne Names as in the Names
of all Concerned in sd. Brigtins cargo, & Appertinences As
Aforesaid as Witness our Hands

Clifford Byrne Master

Robert Johnson Mate
Salem, February the 22, 1781.

(The above was sworn to before Edward Norris Notary Pub.
on Feb. 23, 1781, at Salem.)

Captain Silsbee acquired an independent fortune when
in business for himself, but had reverses, and his life
closed on June 25, 1791, at the end of a disastrous voyage,
which terminated at New York.® His remains were in-
terred in the cemetery of the New Brick Presbyterian
Church, fronting the Park. Thus ended a life of useful-
ness and adventure at the age of forty-three. The Essex
County Probate Records contain the following bond: -

“Bond of Sarah Silsbee, dated April 17, 1795, widow
of Nathaniel Silsbee, together with Mansfield Burrill,
housewright, Benjamin Webb, inn-holder, all of Salem,
in £500, for gunardianship of Sarah Silsbee, aged more
than 17 years, William Silsbee, aged more than 16 years,
and Zachariah Fowle Silsbee, aged more than 12 years,
all minor children of Nathaniel Silshee of Salem, mar-
iner.”

ZacHARIAE FowLe SILSBEE.

Among the eight children comprising the family of
Captain Nathaniel Silshee, Sen., and his wife Sarah
(Becket), we find the youngest son, Zachariah Fowle
Silsbee, born Aug. 9th, 1783. His early years, like those
of his father, were devoted to the study of seamanship.
Salem was then approaching the period of her greatest
success in thé merchant trade, and ships were beginning
to ply between her shores and foreign ports. Mr. Sils-
bee’s naturally keen mind and boundless,ambition were
spurred to action by the spirit of the times, and as early
as 1812, Dr. Bentley records the following items in his
journal concerning him:

* Curwen’s Journal and Letters. '
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Feb. 3, 1812. We had news of Capt. Z. Silsbee two months
out of time from the North. The ship dismantled, put into
Lisbon, so said, and he, being a passenger, came in a vessel
bound to New York, and has arrived at that port. We had
begun to give him up as lost. Vessels which sailed at the same
{ime had been in American ports two months.

Oct. 18, 1816. Yesterday morning it was discovered that in
: the preceeding night the lower store on the India wharf was
 § broken open and several bags of sugar and a packet of ban-
danna silk handkerchiefs taken. The thieves entered by forcing
the door and conveyed the goods through the back door to a
boat as afterwards appeared. After circumnavigating Marble-
head and Lynn shore they were too fatigued to pass Nahant
and went on shore and offered their goods for sale. Suspicion
jed to detection and the thieves are in the hands of the magis-
trate. They had been employed in unloading the goods and had
noticed the place of the best. They violated three inclosures
and stole the boat from the landing of Hawkes’ boat builders’
shop below Derby Street and Derby Wharf. The goods be-
longed to the Silsbees and had arrived lately from India, in
Ship Herald, Greaves, into this Port.

June 29, 1818. The return of the subscription paper made to
me is for such deficiencies of salary as have occurred during the
course of my ministry. The settlement had not been paid and
the whole amount of deficiency was two thousand dollars.
[Among other subscribers appears the name of Z. F. Silsbee,
30 dollars.]

7. F. Silsbee left home for his first voyage in 1800, at the
age of sixteen, in the capacity of clerk to his brother Na-
thaniel, on the ship “Herald.” This vorage took them to
Madeira, Madras and Caleatta, making the return in com-
pany with four other American ships as far as Ceylon,
hoping that, as each ship wus urmed, defence might be
made against any privareering attack, should they en-
counter such disturbance on reaching the Bav of Bengal,
where there were knnwn to be zeveval Freneh privateers
cruising abour. Their fears were eomfivmed, for an East
India packet ship of eighreen guns was sizhred on No-
vember third, and this veszel had already begun o running
ficht with a French ship.  The five American ships then
came into line and prepaved themselves for defense. The

5

French vezsel ar onee steoped digecriv fo0 rho Herald”

]
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HOUSE OF NATHANIEL SILSBEE
Father of Zachariah F. Silsbee, Daniels Street, Salem, where the latter was born in 1783
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and the latter ship opened fire upon her, followed by
others of the fleet. The French vessel, after receiving
many volleys from the American ships turned and re-
treated, although it again advanced during the night, but
finally sailed away to return no more.*

The terrors and excitement of young Zachariah’s maiden
voyage did not discourage him, for he sailed again as
clerk with the “Herald” to Rotterdam, St. Petersburgh,
Cronstadt, and later on, made another voyage to India.

In 1803, on the return of the ‘“Herald” from India,
Zachariah, then only nineteen and a half years of age,
was placed in charge of the ship and made a successful
voyage to Batavia, returning in May, 1804, with a cargo
of coffee. During this voyage his log book was most inter-
estingly kept, and is now in the possession of the Essex
Institute. It is remarkable that the owners of the “Her-
ald” should have reposed such confidence in a lad of his
tender years as to send him to Batavia with a crew of
twenty men and a most valuable cargo. That this confi-
dence was not misplaced is well proved by the masterly
way in which he handled his men in the face of mmutiny
and sickness, and returned safe home, to sail again almost

immediately on the same vessel. Some extracts from.

Captain Silshee’s log arc of interest in revealing the char-
acter of the man, when he, for the first time, was in sole
charge of such an important commission:

LOG BOOK OF SHIP HERALD, PASSAGE FROM BOSTON TO
BATAVIA.  Z. T, SILSBEE, MASTER. 21 MENXN,

Sea Journal of an intended passage and voyage in the Ship
Herald, myself, Master, from Boston in America, to Patavia in
the Island of Java, and from thence back to Doston to which
places God grant us safe and speedy pussages, with a prosperous
voyage at the close.

Thursday. Sept. 1, 1803. . . . 4 . M. The ship in sight yester-
day has coutinued to guin very fast upon us: she having a
grear advantage over us, being on our quarter, . . . and has
already fired the guns at us. Thinking it probable she may over-
take us some time in the night, and perhaps give us more trouble
or detain us longer than at present. 1 concluded to heave to
for her to come up, knowing that she can only detain us a

* Memoirs of Capr. N. Silsbee,
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sufficient time to overhaul our papers; at one .half past four
she sent her boat for me to come on board with u'ly papers,
which request I complied with: the Capt., after lo.okmg .at my
papers gave me permission to go on b'd my own s?np again, but
his boat being one for the Capt. of the Sloop which hove too a
short time before I did, I waited till she returned. When T
came on b'd my own ship again after requesting the Capt. cff
the Sloop who was bound to Nantucket to réport me on his
arrival.

Friday, Sept. 30, 1803. At one half past four A, M. was aviroke
by a noise on deck, no knowing what was the cause' of it, I
got up, put on my Great Coat only, and ran immediately on
deck; at the Companion Way was met by Mr. Webber, who was
coming to inform us of a mutiny among the People on the
Forecastle. Thither I immediately repaired, found all hands
had been on deck abusing Mr. Parsons, the first mate, and had
struck him; but the Star Board Watch hearing Mr. Webber go
aft to call me, had fled below before I got forward, and every
man silent except Daniel M’Coy who had considerable to say.
I ordered him to his duty till daylight when I inquired the
cause of the mutiny of Mr. Parsons and Webber, and they re-
lated to me as follows: Daniel M’Coy being sent up into the
Fore Top to take in the F. T. Gallt. Steering Sail, being a long
while up without doing auny thing, Mr. P. requested him to make
more haste and rec’d from him for answer that he should take
his own time for it, in abusive language; when he came down
on deck Mr. P. was reprimanding him for his abuse when the
Larboard Watch came on Deck and Francis Brown and William
Livingstone began to advocate said 3’'Coy’s conduct and abuse
Mr. P. whereby he was ordered below again but said he would
not go, and the said Willinm Livingstone jumping upon the
Booby Hatch struck Mr. P. on the mouth and drove one of his
teeth through his under lip and cut it very much, then retreated
below and all the remainder ot the TWatch followed. . . . A%
daylight had all hands called aft to know the instigation of their
mutinous conduct but thev could sav nothing in their own de-
fence nor no apology for the crime they had Leen guilty of, bub

I believe it a concerted plin among themselres aud has been
in agitation for some time pasrt.

Ordered them to their duty again excenr D0 M'Cor and W.
Livingstone, who [ ordered below: Lo wvon Jorrher refiection
thought I was not doing justice ro my selt or employees to let
the said Livingstone go to his dury with {mpanire afrer having

<

been guilty of so high a crime. theretn = 4- + A0 M nad his
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hands tied behind him and secured his feet to the stanchions
at the break of the Quarter deck, and gave him 3 pints of water
for the day; said M'Coy I ordered to duty again. . . At Y%
past 8 after Breakfast gave orders to Mr. Parsons to call all
hands and set them to work repair sails of which we have a
number that stand in want—which he did, but they one and all
refused to do their duty while said Livingstone was confined.
T then ordered them aft to know why they did (not) comply
with my orders, and then told them, that as to liberating said
Livingstone I should not till he had received in my opinion
sufficient punishment; those that would not go to their duty I
should consider as Mutineers and confine them also. After
having considerable to say against the unlawful means as they
term’d it of punishing said Livingstone, went to their duty but
very reluctantly and have not heard any more noise since from
them, have stopped their allowance of grog and taken a sufficient
quantity of Arms from the Chests into the Cabin to defend
myself and Officers should they again renew their mutiny ;
which I think very probable they will do before the passage
is up.

Saturday, Oct. 1, 1803. At 6 P. M. gave W. Livingstone his
liberty again after promising to do his duty and obey the com-
mands of his officers as a good and faithful Seaman.

Friday, Oct. 14, 1803. Overhauling Our Bread and stopping
the holes up in the barrels where the Cock roaches have got in
and in some barrels have eaten the bread considerable.

Monday, Oct. 24, 1803. Ends as it began with continuation
of hard luck and no prospect of better. I am heartsick of such
a spell of hard Fortune. It being now over 40 days since we
have had one day’s fair Wind. Expect to grow grey before this
passage is out, should I live so long.

Sunday, Nov. 20, 1803. Killed the last pig which we have on
board. Our live stock is now redaced to the small quantity of
one doz. fowls only and they are dying daily with the cold
weather—may God speed the latter part of our passage more
than the former.

(On Dec. 3, 1803, Z. F. Silsbee inserts in his log a pencilled
sketeh with the following title, “Appearance of the Island of
St. Pauls in the Indian Ocean taken on b’d the Herald: it bore
8.8.3W. 6 leagues distant.™)

IWed. Dec. 7, 1303, 6 .\, M. Simon Johnson was ordered aloft
by Mr. Parsons but he refused to obeyr his orders and further
said he would not go for any person on board unless he chose
ir: when I came on deck Mr. Parsons inform'd me of his be-
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shaviour, had him called aft, but he then denied having said
’ . . . .
gnything of the kind; after threatening him with punishment

1 heard anything more of his disobedience, sent him to his

es, Déc. 20, 1803. Ends calm, which God grant may bc? of
o duration—as I feel very impatient to end this tedious
; paasage'!"and Jikewise a very anxious one to me at this‘ moment.

: ‘flattering weather gives me very unpleasant feelings.
{Jan. 21, 1804, ‘“We are now again to take a departure for
sierica ‘to which place may God grant us a safe and speedy
tl a appy sight of our friends at the end of the

ssage, is the ardent wish of Z. F. Silsbee.

' 42 P. M. Jonathan Bowers Barker
onfined for about 13 days with the
M. After the ceremony usual at

£ nid it is not this affliction only which
th'but & crew of weak sick men, to navigate
h{ ch causes me more anxiety and much impatience—
h'God grant may be bro’t to as speedy a close as possible.

M; 9, 1804. At 5 P. M. the first officer of the
, opher Parsons, died with putrid fever. . . . There-
ﬁ P. M had his body, with usual ceremonies, committed

t. March 31, 1804. Increased the people’s allowance of
from 21 to 3 quarts per day.

: ‘28, 1804. The man I sent up to loose the sail in
ing" down fell from the Top mast Cross trees athwart the
1.at the break of the quarter deck and expired in a few
es -after without speaking, his body was much bruised
he stanchion was broken by his fall. This man Thomas

otiafforded us but very little service till within three weeks
-on account of sickness.

In 1807, Zachariah, with his two brothers. Nathaniel
ﬁnd William, had a ship built at Salem, by Retire Becket,
which was also christened the “Herald.” It was intended
that this ship should sail immediately under command of
i Zachariah, but on account of an embargo laid by our gov-
‘ernment upon all American vessels engaged in foreign
‘commerce the new “Herald” did not leave until the spring
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of 1809, when it was registered at Salem, March 25th,
and departed for Sumatra with Z. F. Silsbee, master.
This ship was not as large as the first “Herald,” being
only ninety-four feet long, with a displacement of 274
tons, but its voyages were successful and Zachariah F.
Silshee retained its command until 1811. At this time
he rotired from seafaring life and took up that of a
merchant and owner of vessels, receiving large invoices of
merchandise from foreign ports.

On Nov. 7, 1810, he married Sarah Boardman, daugh-
ter of Francis and Mary (Hodges) Boardman, and their
family consisted of eleven children, all of whom were born
in Salem. The family home was the commodious house at
11 Pleasant Street, and here Mr. Silsbee resided during
his long life in Salem.

Contemporary newspapers and directories give us some
idea of the services Mr. Silsbee rendered to his native
city after his retirement from the sea. He is named as
Director of the Salem Lead Company, Cashier of the
Commercial Bank, and Trustee of the old Institution for
Savings, which was located at Number 4 Central Street;
also first President of the Board of Directors of the Salem
Charitable Building Association. He was ever interested
in the prosperity of Salem and thoughtful for her advance-
ment. In middle life he devoted his attention to his large
commercial interests, having associated himself with the
firm of Stone, Silsbees and Pickman, so long successful
merchants in Salem. The ancient impost books at the
Custom Iouse eive us an idea of the vast business of this
company and of what their consignments consisted. Glass,
eurrants, wine, pepper, tobacco, iron, molasses, cotfee, and
numerous other articles of commerce were unloaded at
the wharves and successtully disposed of by dr. Silsbee
and his associates. Vessels partially owned by him sailed
from China, Leghorn, Gottenburg, Liverpool, Java, Ba-
tavia and Caleutta, bringing tales of strange lands and
bits of romance intersoven among the valuable cargoes
with which their holds were loaded.

Among the Shipmasters who were employed by the
Silsbees may be noticed the name of Caprain Gillis, and
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the Essex Institute has preserved many of his papers, some
of which are so closely associated with the commereial
life of Zachariah F. Silsbee and his brothers that it may
not be amiss to reproduce them here. Captain Gillis was
the trusted faster of the ship “Delphos” and the brig
“Malay,” and afterwards of the ship “Borneo,” and the
letters of the firm of Stone, Silsbees and Pickman to him,
giving instructions as to the disposal of his cargo show
the very great responsibilities entrusted to him. These
letters mark the friendly spirit between owner and em-
ployee, and are free from any touch of suspicion. It is
refreshing to note the perfect harmony between both par-
ties and the confidence reposed in each other.

“Salem, 17 December, 1828.
“Capt. James D. Gillis:

“Sir: You will proceed with the Brig Malay under
your charge as Master & Supercargo, to Padang in Su-
matra for a cargo of Coffee, which we think you will pro-
cure there at about six dollars pr. picul. You will prob-
ably find a large accumulation of Coffee at Padang, in
which case you should buy it even cheaper than the above,
as the prices in Europe have been & continue very low.
But if you cannot do better you may give six & an half
dollars pr. pecul, all charges on board, including duties
of all kinds, rather than leave the place. DBy a late regu-
lation in Holland, a part of the Export duty in India,
which has formerly been paid there in cash & returned in
Holland on landing the eargo there, may now be paid in
a draft on Holland, which is to be given up on landing
the cargo there: which saves advancing the money in
India. '

“To complete the purchase of your cargo, should you
load at Padang, or Java, in addition to the funds you have
on board, we anthorize you to draw on Timothy Wiggin,
Esq., for an amount uot exceeding four thousand pounds
sterling, or on Messrs. L. J. Martens Mosselman & Co. and
Messrs. .\, Barrow Putnam & Co.. Antwerp, one half
each, for an amount not exceeding fifry thousand guilders
or part on London & Part on Antwerp, but not to draw
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Sateym CusToy House Inposts ANp RECEIPTS.

The following records from the Impost Books at the
Salem Custom House show many entries of interest re-
garding the amount of duties paid by Z. F. Silsbee, both
at the time of his active life as a shipmaster and after his
retirement when he took up the less adventurous life of
merchant and citizen.

Ship Herald.

Date of entry, May 19, 1804, from Batavia. Zachariah
T. Silsbee, Master. Consignees were Z. F. Silsbee and
brother Nathaniel. The cargo was coffee, pepper and
sugar, the duties amounting to $27,532.93.

Ship Herald.

Date of entry, Dec. 18, 1809, from Sumatra. Z. F.
Silsbee, Master. Consignees were James Devereux and
Jos. Haight, who had pepper and merchandise, and whose
duties amounted to $29,238.66.

Ship Herald.

Date of entry, Oct. 7, 1816, from Calcutta. Eleazer
Graves, Master. The consignee was Zachariah ¥. Silsbee,
who had merchandise and whose duties amounted to
$32.36. Other consignees paid duties to amount of
$25 344.5S on tobacco, sugar and twine.

Ship Herald.

Date of entry, Dec. 12, 1810. Benj. Daniels, Master.
Consigned to Z. F. Silsbee, pepper, duties on the same
were $2,856.20

Ship China.

Date of entry, April 1, 1818, from Canton. Benj.
Shreve, Master. Alerchandise consigned to Z. T. Silsbee.
Duties, $23.86.

Ship Indus.

Date of entry, June 23, 1322, From Leghorn. Stephen
Brown, Master. Jlerchandise consigned to Z. E. Silsbee.
Dutles, $17.41.
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Ship Borneo.

Date of entry, Sept. 17, 1835, from Gottenberg. Among
. 9ther consignees was Z. F. Silshee. Total duties paid on
iron, molasses and merchandise, $7,181.40.

' Bark Borneo.

Date of entry, Nov. 17, 1836, from Sumatra. C. S.
Huntington, Master. Merchandise consigned to Z. F.
Silsbee. Duties, $6,819.06.

Brig Malay.

.Da.te of entry, March 1, 1834. From Leghorn. John
Nichols, Master. Goods all consigned to Z. F. Silsbee,
none of which were dutiable.

Bark Malay.

Date of entry, Nov. 17, 1836. From Sumatra. John
B. Silsbee, Master. No consignees given. No dutiable
goods.

Brig Ann.

Dat_e of entry, April 5, 1813. From Liverpool. Mer-
chandise consigned to Z. F. Silsbee. Duties, $708.33.
Joseph Lee, Master. '

Brig Ann.

Date of entry, April 5,1812. From Liverpool. Joseph
Lefa, Prize Master. Wm. Fettyplace and Z. F. Silsbee
paid together duties on merchandise amounting to
$9,697.46.

Brig Ontario.

Date of entry, Apr. 17, 1820. From Java. Duties on
264,647 1bs. of cotfee were $14,232.83, consigned to Z. F.
Silsbee,

Ship Friendship.

Date of entry, May 3, 1830. From Trieste. Glass,
currants and wine consigned to Z. F. Silsbee. Duties,
$1,032.62.

Ship Delphos.
Date of entry, Oct. 3, 1831. From Sumatra. James

Gill%s, Master. AMerchandise consigned to Z. F. Silsbee,
Duties, $610.24, '
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Besides the “Merald,” Zachariah F. Silsbee was part
owner of the vessels “Borneo,” “Camel,” “Delphos,”
“Fssex,” “Endeavor,” “Friendship,” “Henry Ewbank,”
“Malay,” “Mary Ann,” “Ontario,” and “Persia,” being
associated with Boston owners as well as those of Salem.

After a long and useful life, Mr. Silsbee passed away
on July 8d, 1873. The Salem Gazette had the following
obituary:

Died in Salem, the 3rd inst., Zachariah F. Silsbee, Esq., in the
90th year of his age. Mr. Silsbee was born in Salem, in August,
1783, and this city has always been his place of residence. He
was the youngest of three brothers, all of whom became ship
masters at a very early age. After retiring from the sea, he
was, for many years, engaged in the East India business, with
the late Robert Stome, Dudley L. Pickman, and his brothers,
Nathaniel and William Silsbee, the firm being well known under
the name of Stone, Silsbees and Pickman, although not forming
a regular copartnership. Mr. Silsbee has survived his partners
many years, and has passed his old age in quiet retirement,
and in the society of his children and grandchildren. He had
an uncommonly modest and retiring disposition, which, without
doubt deterred him from wishing to assume any prominent
public position; but he filled several offices of trust. . . . He
was a man of the strictest integrity, most amiable, kind and
tender-hearted, always charitable to the poor, and liberal in all
his dealings. His memory will always be precious to his chil-
dren, his friends, and those whom he assisted and helped. A
good old man has gone to that land where the infirmities of
age are Iaid aside, and where he will meet his early friends,
few of whom, if any, are left behind.

#All pain and sorrow he has left
IWith mortal care below;

YWithin the many mansioned house
[{e walks in freedom now.”

The will of 7Z. F. Silsbee is found among the probate
records of Essex County, as follows:

In the name of God, Amen: I, Z. T. Silsbee of Salem in the
County of Essex, beinwy of sound mind. but mindfui of the
uncertainty of Life, dn hereby declare this my lasy will and
testament.

I dispose of my Estate of every kind. in manner foliowing;
A dwelling house in Deverly on laml ot W, D, Pickman. and a
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house and land on Pleasant Street, Salem, and all my personal
Estate of every kind whatsoever that I may die seized of.
I devise to my children as follows: One sixth part to Sarah A.
Peele, one sixth part to Caroline Pickman, one sixth part to
Mary B. Clapp, one sixth part to G. Z. Silsbee, one sixth part
to Edward A. Silsbee, and one sixth part to the children of
my deceased son, John B. Silsbee, to be equally divided among
them for their own use forever, and I do liereby constitute,
authorize and appoint my sons, G. Z. Silsbee and Edward A.
Silsbee, my executors of this my will and Testament.

My house in Beverly, standing on land of W. D. Pickman, I
wish my executors to offer the same to Caroline Pickman
at a fair appraisal if she would like to have it, as a portion of
my estate which may fall to her share.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal
this twenty-fourth day of July, A. D. 1867.

Signed, sealed and delivered as my Will and Testament in the
presence of James F. Kimball, W. H. Whipple, H. 0. Fuller.

(Signed) Z. F. SILSBEE (Seal)

In the petition for probate of the will, the heirs are
given as follows: Sarah A. Peele, widow of Jonathan W.
Peele of Boston, Caroline Pickman, wife of William D.
Pickman of Boston, Mary B. Clapp, widow of Dexter
Clapp of Salem, George Z. Silsbee of Salem, Edward A.
Silsbee of Salem, and the children of John B. Silsbee,
of Salem, deceased, viz., Emily F. Lawrence, wife of
Amory A. Lawrence of Boston, and Arthur Boardman
Silsbee, Martha Silsbee, and Thomas Silsbee, minors, of
Beverly.

Jory Bosrvyay Srisexe.

The second son of Zachariah Fowle and Sarah (Board-
man) Silsbee was named John Boardman, thus carrying
down in the family the maternal name. e was born
April 10th, 1813, in Sulem, and lived with his parents
at 11 Pleasant Street. His early education was obtained
in Salem, after which Le attended Harvard College, gradu-
ating in 1832. He also followed the sea, and in company
with such well-known eitizens as John Bertram, Michael
W. Shepard, James B. Curwen, and others, owned the
barques “Toseo,” “Said Ben Sultan,” “Argentine,” “Storm
King,” “Emily Wilder,” “Elizabeth Hall” and rhe “Cum-



thought to be more tolerant. His son Nathaniel had
already embarked for the Massachusetts Bay Colony and
Mr. Rogers was anxious lest the earnest youth and his
companions should want for material sustenance. In an
interesting letter to John Winthrop, Jr., he writes: “If
I have fitt meanes I will send over a cow or a bullock
or 2.7 Mr. Rogers died, it is said of a broken heart, in
1636. His funeral was held at the Dedham church and
so large was the attending concourse of people that “the
gallery was soe overloaden that it sunck and cract and
the people were sore affrighted, but by a miracle it stood.”
Mr. Rogers was thrice married. The name of his first
wife is unknown; his second wife was Elizabeth Gold,
widow of John Hawes, and his third was Dorothy Stan-
ton, widow of Richard Wiseman of Wighborough, Essex.
The Rev. Nathaniel Rogers of Ipswich, Massachusetts,
was the son of his second wife.

[See Lee, Dictionary of National Biography, 1123;
Caldwell, Memory of Dedham, Eng.; and Gleanings of
the Life of Rev. John Rogers, 1-12; N. E. Hist. and
Gen. Reg., V (1851), 103, 118, 128-132.]

110. Jomy WarrTiNcuay Rocers, 1787-1872.  Oil by
Georgina Campbell. Canvas, 33 in. x 28% in.
Seated figure of elderly man, eyes front, top
of head bald, gray hair at sides of head, short
side whiskers. White collar, black stock, dark
clothes, heavy gold watch chain. Right arm rests
on book on table, hand hangs over edge. Red
upholstered chair shows at right. Mottled back-
ground. AL 350. Neg. 2565.

Gift of Mrs. Martha Pickman Rogers Codman, 1896.

John Whittingham Rogers, merchant, was born at Ips-
wich 10 November 1787, the second son of Nathaniel
and Abigail (Dodge) Rogers. As a very young man,
after the removal of the family to Salem, he sailed for
his brothers on several of their vessels as factor and
supercargo. These vovages were to Bombay and various
Asiatic ports. In 1807 and 1808 he shipped in the Arad
and the Mentor to Sumatra for pepper and afterwards in
the Orestes and Adeline to Russia. Mr. Rogers belonged
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to a company of cavalry in Salem about 1812, and joined
the East India Marine Society in 1813. He removed
for a short time to Boston, where he associated himself in
business with his brother-in-law, Hon. Benjamin Pickman,
but when the firm of N. L. Rogers & Brothers was estab-
lished he returned to Salem and was identified with them
in a commercial partnership. His shipping interests out-
side those of the firm included part ownership in the
ship Tybee and the brigs Pioneer, Beulah, Otter, Texal
and Thetis. The latter vessel was in the Madagascar
trade, and the Nereus, built by his brother Nathaniel Lea-
vitt Rogers and himself at Bradford in 1817, made several
voyages to India and Oregon. In 1842 this vessel opened
the first trade from the Pacific to New South, Wales.
About 1843 JMr. Rogers again left Salem to make his
home at Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts, but after some
vears there he removed to Boston where he spent the rest
of his life. He married 11 June 1815, at Lancaster,
Anstiss Derby Pickman, born at Salem 11 July 1793,
the daughter of Benjamin and Anstiss (Derby) Pickman.
She died at Brattleboro, Vermont, 29 August 1856. M.
Rogers died 9 December 1872 at the Tremont House,
Boston.

[See Salem Vit. Rec. (printed), II, 174, 244 Salem
(City Hall Rec., V1, 133; History E. 1. M. §., 58; Salem

. Ship Reg.. 26, 137, 146, 183: Salem Register, 12 Decem-

ber 1372: Putnam, I. 39, 45, 141, IV, 22, 23, 29, 35,
76, 88: N L. Hist. and Gen. Reg., XIIT (1839), 67;

Dovw. Iigru and Letters of Benjonin Pickman, 38, 39:
Tnformartion af Peabody Museum.]

111, Naroaxren LevereTt Rocers, 17353-13530 Oval
cabiner oil. Lordered by narrow wellow band
Canvaz, 10%s n. x 814 in. Half length porrrait
o voung man. quarter life size. full rhree-quar-
rers to lefr. eves lefr. DBrown curling hair
vrushed over forehead, high collar. white stock
+iul i small bow knor. deep vellow waisteoat,
dark blue coat wirh brass buttons.  Medium gray
backorowwd. AL 3200 Neg. 22649,

Tt r:;"_{,vu/u.rtus 0. and Edward 8. Rogcrs, 1885,

Nathaniel Levereir Rogers was born at Ipswich 6 Au-
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gust 1785, the son of Nathaniel and Abigail (Dodge)

Rogers. His parents lived for a time at Ipswich but

removed to Salem previous to 1792, where several of
their children were baptized and where their mother kept
a successful private school. Mr. Rogers married at Salem
94 October 1813 Harriet Wait, born 28 June 1790, the
daughter of Aaron Wait, a prominent Salem merchant
of the firm of Wait & Pierce. Her mother was Eliza-
beth (Call) Wait, formerly of Charlestown. Mr. Rogers
was educated at Ipswich, Newburyport and Salem and
also studied a vear at Phillips Exeter Academy. He
then entered the counting house of George Crowninshield
& Sons, Salem merchants, as a clerk. He sailed as master
of the brig Independence in 1809-10 for Danvers owners
and the same year he was in command of the ship Java,
owned by John Derby and John Prince of Boston. Cap-
tain Rogers was selectman of Salem, cashier of the Com-
mercial Bank and the first president of the Mercantile
Bank in Salem. He became a member of the East India
Marine Society in 1813, its secretary in 1820, and its
president in 1830. About 1818 he joined with his
brother, John Whittingham Rogers, in the purchase of
the brigs Nereus and Pioneer. Then, forming a partner-
ship which included another brother, Richard Saltonstall
Rogers, the new firm became known as N. L. Rogers &
Company. From 1825 to 1840 they purchased the brigs
Active, Charles Doggett, Harbinger, Quill, Roscius and
Talent, the ships Augustus, Black Warrior, Clay, C'rusoe,
Lydia, Perseverance, Shepardess and Twybee, and the
schooners Lady Sarah, Spy and Virgina. With these
vessels the firm engaged in the East India, Zanzibar,
Manila, Rio Grande and New Holland trades and were
pioneers at the Fiji Islands, where they secured quan-
tities of beche-de-mer and edible birds’ nests, which they
marketed to good advantage in China. The Rogers’ firm
were among the first to import wool from Australia, which
they sent home in the brig Tybee, and large cargoes of
gum copal filled the hold of the Black Warrior for the
American trade. The story of the brig Charles Doggett,
another Rogers vessel, is full of romantic interest. She
was plundered by the natives at the Fiji and Pelew
Tslands in 1833 and also figured in the return of the

4 106 ¥+

PORTRAITS IN THE PEABODY USEUM

Pitcairn Islanders from Tahiti by the kind hearted Cap-
tain Driver. The good seamanship and excellent com-
mercial judgment of the Rogers’ carefully selected cap-
tains contributed largely to the success of their voyages,
and the firm attained a prominence among Salem’s mer-
chants equalled by none. Captain and Mrs. Rogers lived
at 376 Essex Street, Salem, where he died 31 July 1858.
Mrs. Rogers lived to the great age of ninety-three years
1 and died in Salem 18 September 1882.

[See Salem Vit. Rec. (printed), II, 244, 381, III,
966; Salem City Hall Rec., VI, 149; Salem Ship Reg.,
4,15, 22, 81, 33, 87, 78, 91, 95, 103,111, 132, 144, 146,
152, 160, 175, 182, 190, 194; History E. I. M. §., 58,
68, 69, 71; Salem Register, 21 September 1882; Salem
Directory, 1857; Putnam, I, 52, 35, 117, 120, 144, III,
118, IV, 7-10, 22 ; Osgood-Batchelder, 144, 157, 163, 168,
171; Felt, Annals of Salem, 11, 357; N. E. Hist. and
Gen. Reg., XIT (1859), 65; Information at Peabody
Museum. ]

112. Ricmsrp SarToxsTarL Rocers, 1790-1873. Oil
by Robert Hinkley of Washington, from photo-
graphs, 1888. Canvas, 81 in. x 25 in. Waist
length figure of elderly man, almost full face,
eyes looking front, gray hair thin on top of head,
gray side whiskers. White collar, black stock,
black suit, right hand in opening of coat. Dark
background. M 349. Neg. 2566. Plate XXVII.
GQift of William B., Richard D., Jacod C. and

Arthur 8. Rogers, 1836.

Richard Saltonstall Rogers was born .in Ipswich in
1790, the son of Nathaniel and Abigail (Dodge) Rogers. -
He was the youngest of the notable firm of N. L. Rogers
& Brothers and early made several voyages as supercargo
to distant ports in their employ. A Whig in politics, he
represented Salem in the House of Representatives and
the County in the Senate. In municipal affairs he
served as a member of the Common Council in 1836-7
and was its president in 183S. He joined the East
India Marine Society in March 1819, was a member
of its Committee of Observation in 1823 and its presi-
dent 1836-1839. Among the vessels in which Mr.
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Rogers was interested, apart from those owned by
his firm, were the schooners Agawam and Para, the brig
Falcon, the bark Said Bin Sultan, the sloop Stork, the
ships Columbia, Diomede, and the extreme clipper ship
Witcheraft, the latter built for fast trade to the Pacific.
He also commanded the Spy in 1826 on a successful voy-
age to Bombay. His interests on the whole were closely
identified with those of his brothers and with them he
accumulated a considerable fortune. On 14 May 1822
he married Sarah Gardner Crowninshield, baptized in
Salem 4 May 1800, the daughter of Jacob and Sarah
(Gardner) Crowninshield. She died 12 July 1835, and
he married on 17 March 1847, as his second wife, Eliza
L. Pickman, baptized 28 April 1815, the daughter of
Dudley L. and Catherine (Saunders) Pickman. She died
18 September 1853 at. Salem. Mr. George G. Putnam
deseribed Mr. Rogers as an “erect and dignified gentle-
man, about six feet in height, of florid complexion, with
hair and whiskers as white as the driven snow.” Mr. and
Mrs. Rogers lived at 204 Essex Street, in Salem, nearly
opposite Derby Square. The interior finish of this beau-
tiful home was designed by Salem’s famous architect
Samuel MelIntire, although the building itself was prob-
ably by Bulfinch. This house was first occupied by Eze-
kiel Hersey Derby and after him by Benjamin W. Crown-
inshield, who sold it to Mr. Rogers, who resided there
until his death 11 June 1873. :

[See Salem Tit. Rec. (printed), I, 220, IT, 244, TIIT,
266, VI, 191; Salem City Hall Rec., VI, 106; Salem
Ship Reg., 5, 33, 41, 58, 141, 163. 176, 202; Iistory
E. I M. S, 59, 63, 69; Putnam, 1T, 133, ITT. 113. IV.
33, 40, 87, 91; N. E. Hist. and Gen. Reg., XITT (1359,
67; Information at the Peabody Museum.]

113.  AxpreEw Mipsoy Ropes, 1830-1913. Oil by nn-
known artist, circa 1865. Canvas 2315 in. x
18 in. Seated ficure under life size. full face.
dark hair and beard, dark clothes, right hand resrs
on thigh, left hand and arm on red covered rable
at right. M 1682,
Deposited by the Salem Marine Socicty.

Andrew Madison Ropes, formerly Andrew ). Lopez.
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FORM B - BUILDING

AREA FORM NO.
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 25 1417
80 BOYLSTON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02116
N )
) own Zalem
ddress _ 22 ashineton Square Ea
~ >

{storic Name =rancis Beoardman Ho

se: Present Residential

Original Regidential

ESCRIPTION

ate _ 19851789, etfo,
Tolles, Bryant F. Architect
in Salem: An Tlluctrated

Guide. Salem: FEssex Inst
108%Z

Btvle: "Tederal .
i chitect Josenh and Samuel MceInti
Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location
1n relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Wall Fabric Aluminum siding
geographical features. Indicate all buildings
between inventoried property and nearest Outbuildings
intersection(s).

Indicate north

Major Alterations (with dates) Ray win

- c. 1900), removal of ornamental
S - detail
Condition Good
Moved Date

Acreage Under 1 acre

WASH. SO, EAST

Setting Residential, urban

N

UTM REFERENCE Recorded by Debra Hilbert & Kim With

srengle
USGS QUADRANGLE Organization Salen rlanning Dept.
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

Con

tributing building in existinc National Rericster district.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community.

HIS

BIB

Ion

82 Washington Square East is one of the earlier examples of the hip-roof, three-story,
five-bay symmetrical arrangement that became so prevalent during the Federal

period. In this case aluminum siding has erased some of the original detailing.

The enclosed, panelled and bracketed entrance porch and second story bay window

are later Victorian additions. Another later addition is the rear ell. Some

of the missing original detail includes an upper roof balustrade, a colummed

front porch, and a closed south-side porch similar to the west-side porch of the
Peirce-Nichols House (80 Federal St.).

TORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
1ding relates to the development of the community.

The area in which this house stands was largely industrial, containing several
ropewalks and tanneries until 1802 when the Salem Common was levelled and
embellished and the southern end of Pleasant Street was renamed Washington
Square East. At that time the land surrounding the Common became & fashionable
residential area, with many large, high-style Federal houses erected within a
few years. This house pre-dates that development, having been begun in 1782,
completed 1789, for Captain Francis Boardman. It was the first great manison on
the Common, and has been associated with brothers Joseph and Samuel McIntire.
Captain Boardman was captured during the Revolution and escaped from a British
ship. He died in 1791 at Port Au Prince at age 44. The house was briefly
occupied by Boardman's son-in-law, Nathaniel Bowditch.

LIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

les, Bryant F. Architecture in Salem: An Illustrated Guide. Szlem: Essew
istitute, 1983. p. 32-%% '

8/85
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