
~cyistoiic 
~~J.llorporated 

OFFICE AT OLD TOWN HALL 

POST OFFICE BOX 865 SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS 01970 / PHONE (617) 745-0799 

50 - 52 HIGHLAND AVE. 

Built for 

HORACE WARE, yeoman 

in 1845 

Research by, 
Joyce King 
August 1985 

"to preserve Historic Sites, Buildings and objects, 
and to work for the education of tl1e community 
in the true value of the same." 



50 - 52 Highland Ave. 

BOOK 282 PAGE 50 

DATE -

CONSIDERATION 

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTION 

March 31, 1835 

$7,500 

Ichabod Nichols, merchant 

Horace ware, yeoman 

Farm on the Salem Turnpike 
Containing about 224 acres 

PREVIOUS REFERENCE - The same conveyed to me by Lydia 
Williams by her deed book 202 page 146; by Samuel Gardner Exec. 
by his deed book 234 page 193; Elizabeth Gardner by deed book 
201 page 210. Excepting about half and acre of land enclosed 
within a wall, upon which the dwelling house of the toll-keeper 
stands. 

The buildings on the above farm were located further up the 
Turnpike (as shown on the 1836 plan enclosed). Mc. Ware had 
the house, now known as 50-52 Highland Ave., built during 1845 
and mortgaged the same for $1,000 on January 31, 1846 (book 363 
page 195). 

Horace Ware died on August 10, 1881. His real estate was 
bequeathed to his wife , Alice, for her natural life. After 
her decease the property was to be divided by four of his six 
living children: Martha, Sarah, Alice and Alfred. 

BOOK 1100 PAGE 144 

DATE - January 1, 1883 

CONSIDERATION 

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTION 

$1 and other valuable consideration 

Alice T. Cole widow of Beverly, 
Martha H. Ware and Sarah A. ware 

Alfred F. ware 

Lot of land with the northeast half 
of the double house on the land with 
other buildings 



BOOK 1100 PAGE 146 

DATE -

CONSIDERATION 

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTION 

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

BOOK 1144 PAGE 49 

DATE -

CONSIDERATION 

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTION 

January 1, 1883 

$1 and other valuable consideration 

Alfred F. ware and Alice T. Cole 

Martha H. ware and Sarah A. ware 

Lot of land with the southwest half 
of the double house on the land with 
other buildings 

For granter title to same reference 
is hereby made to the will of Horace 
ware 

January 20, 1885 

$1 and other valuable consideration 

Erastus D. Ware, Horace c. Ware, 
Alfred F. ware and Alice T. Cole 
legal heirs of Martha H. ware late 
of Salem 

Sarah A. ware 

All real estate on property described 
in deeds from Alfred F. ware and 
Alice Cole to Martha and Sarah in 
book 1100 pages 144-146 



BOOK 1974 PAGE 66-67 

DATE -

CONSIDERATION 

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTION 

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

BOOK 3761 PAGE 94 

July 6, 1909 

$1 and other valuable consideration 

Alfred F. ware - one half 
Sarah A. ware - one half 

John J. Cunney 

A certain parcel of land with 
dwelling house as shown on plan 

none given Martha H. Ware died on 
Nov. 13, 1884. 

DATE - July 19, 1950 

CONSIDERATION 

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTION 

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

no amount given 

John c. Cunney 

John c. and Pauline M. Cunney 

same bounds as described on plan 

same conveyed by Alfred F. ware et al 
book 1974 page 66 & 67 



BOOK - 7757 PAGE 229 

DATE -

CONSIDERATION 

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTION 
thereon, bounded and 

Northwesterly - by 

Northeasterly - by 

May 16, 1985 

$180,000 

John c. Cunney Jr. and his wife 
Pauline M. of 10 Honeysuckle Rd., 
Hamilton, MA 

Audrey E. Lynch of the Estelle 
Carroll Realty Trust 

The land in Salem with the buildings 
described as follows: 

land of Herlihy 70.44 feet 

land of Herlihy 66.14 feet thence 
running, 

Northeasterly - nearly Northerly by land of Herlihy about 
24 feet to Lot 2 on plan hereinafter 
referred to, thence running 

Southeasterly - by said Lot 2 about 18 feet to an angle, 
then running 

Southeasterly - but more southerly by a line which is 5 feet 
from a parallel tothe dwelling herein 
conveyed 60 feet to Highland Ave., then run 

Southwesterly - by Highland Ave. about 86.40 feet to the 
point of beginning. 

PREVIOUS REFERENCE - Being the same premises conveyed to us 
by deed of John C. Cunney Jr. dated July 19, 1950 and recorded 
in book 3761 page 94. 
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50-52 Highland Avenue, built 1845 

Arc1litectural Description: 

This house is symmetrically arranged with a six-bay mafo block and two wings 
extending off the north and south facades. Although the house has lost some 
detail to aluminum siding, the entablature cornice and pediments in the 
gable ends of both the main block and the wings indicate that this is a 
Greek Revival dwelling. Originally designed in a '.:' shape, the corners of 
the building were infilled sometime between 1907 and 1927 (as evidenced by 
an aerial photo of Salem Hospital at the Essex Institute). 

History of the House: 

This house apperas on the Salem Map of 1851 as the 
Ware, a Salem farmer with extensive landholdings. 
Avenue was ~alled the Salem Turnpike. Tax records 
that Horace completed the house now known as 50-52 
1845 at an assessed value of $2,000; 

Ta.-x Records 

property of Horace 
At this time Highland 
from 1844-1849 reveal 
Highland Ave. in 

1844 Ward 3, page 89, Horace Ware, 1 poll farm on turnpike 
1845 Ward 3, page 98, Horace Ware, 1 poll, farm, new house 2,000, turnpike 
1849 Ward 3, page 101, Horace Ware, 27 polls, farm 7,000, house 2,000, turnpike 

Horace Ware was a sixth generational descendant of Robert Ware (1642-1699) 
of Dedham, MA. He was born in Franklin on Oct. 24, 1793 and died in Salem 
on Aug. 10, 1881. On Dec. 2, 1819, he married Alice H. Davis. They 
had seven chiluren, three sons and four daughrers; all lived to adulthood 
\.;ith tht: exception of one daughter who died at age 11-2. 

When Horace died, he left his home on Highland Avenue to his children 
(Probate 1156352, will attached). In 1883, some of his children sold 
out their shares (Registry of Deeds, Book 1100, pp. 144-146) so that 
by 1907 a plan on file at the Registry (Book 1974, Page 1, copy attached) 
shows that the land and house were split between Sarah and Alfred Ware, 
brother and sister. On July 14, 1909, Sarah and Alfred sold 50-52 
Highland Ave. to John J. Cunney (Book 1974, pp. 66-6~, copy attached). 

·Prepared by D. Hilbert 
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