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15 Essex Street 

Built for 

CLIFFORD CROWNINSH IELD, rope maker 

in 1759 
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"to preserve Historic Sites, Buildings and objects, 
and to work for the education of the community 
in the true value of the same." 



15 Essex Street 

Book 23 page 190 

August 4,1711 

45 pounds 

Book 100 page 132 

August Lh 1750 

Book 100 pa~e 132 
August 1, 1752 

Thomas Wallis of Boston, attorney to 
Mary Earthy and Anne Earthy, single, 

the only surviving children of John 
Earthy and Mary his wife, who was the 

only surviving child of Thomas Salloes, 
sold this lot of land to Benjamin 
Gerrish, merchant. The land was bound: 

Northwest - on Ye Main Street 
Northeast - Joseph Swasey 

Southeast - William Becket 
Southwest - William Becket 

This conveyance included "all ye trees, 

fences, wood, stones, rocks and minerals 
standing, lying, being or growing 
thereon." (There was a house on this 

lot as early as 1655, ~pparently removed 

before this transaction.) 

John Gerrish sold all his rights, derived 

by the will of his father Benjamin 
Gerrish ~nd of his mother Elizabeth, to 
William Lynde. 

Benjamin Lynde, on account for Willi am 
Lynde, conveyed all rights to Timothy 

Wellman. 



Book lOL1- page 211 

August 7, 1758 

Timothy and Rebecca Wellman sold the 
lot of land,containing 70 poles, to 

Clifford Crowninshield. 
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Clifford Crowninshield built a new house shortly after purchasing 
the land. This is substantiated by the List of Houses Built in 
Salem From 1750-1773 (Essex Institute Historic Collections), which 
lists Clifford Crowninshield, along with four other men, as building 

a house in 1759. 

Clifford Crowninshield was the son of Dr. John and Elizabeth (Allen) 
Von Kronenshelt, born Dec. 10, 1699; died April 4, 1776; married 

first, May 15, 1721, Martha, dau. of Josenh and Rachel (Allen) Hillard; 

she was born April 4, 1704; died Aug. 30, 1736; married second, Jan. 6, 
1736/7, Christiana, widow of William Cash, and daughter of Robert 
Bray Jr. 

Children by his first wife: 
Joseph born about 1726, died young 

John born in 1728 

Mary born about 1730, married Capt. John Byrne 
Children of Cristiana by her first marriage: 

William Cash died young 
Mary Cash born about 1726, married Thomas Dean 

After several bequests, Clifford Crowninshield, left the remainder of 

his estate to his wife, Christiana. Widow Crowninshield then willed 
half of the dwelling house (15 Essex St.) and the land adjoining to 
John Crowninshield's children. The rest of the real estate was 

bequeathed to her daughter, Mary Dean. 

Book 156 page 3 
1792 

Thomas and Mary Dean released their 
rights iIDl the house and land to the 
heirs of Clifford Crowninshield. This 

was done to avoid an unpleasant law suit 
initiated by the Crowninshield heirs. 



Book 170 page 76 
August .28, 1799 

Book 170 page 75 
Feb. 21, 1801 

Clifford Byrne conveyed his share of "my 

grandfather Clifford Crowninshield's 

estate to Clifford Crowninshield (b. 1762 
the son of John Crowninshield). This 

conveyance was for three parcels, one of 
which was 15 Essex St. 

Mary Molloy, Elizabeth Moseley and Margaret 
Murphy conveyed to Clifford Crowninshield 

their interest "in the land of their 

father John Crowninshield, formerly the 

land of their grandfather Clifford 
Crowninshield. 11 

Captain Clifford Crowninshield died on June 3, 1809. His heirs, 
namely: his sisters Anna Foote, Mary Molloy, Elizabeth Moseley, 

Martha Palfrey, Margaret Mansfield, Sally Devereux and the heirs of 

his deceased sister Abigail Very sold their shares of Clifford's 

estate to Jose~1 Moseley (book 188 page 72). 

Book 188 page 71 
Dec. 20, 1809 

Book 214 page 211 

Nov. 18, 1817 
$200 

Joseph Moseley sold the land and buildings 
to his mother Elizabeth Moseley: 

Northwest - Essex Street 81 1 

Northeast - Ingersoll, Moore & Patterson 
236' 

Southeast - Babbidge 82 1 

Southwest - Lambert & Brown 237.6 1 

Elisabeth Moseley, widow, sold a pGrtion 
of this land to Theophilus Sanborn. 
"Lot or garden situate on the east part 

of Essex St. formerly part of the estate 

of Clifford Crowninshield. 11 



Book 274 page 34 
Oct. 4, 1833 

John Moriarty, executor of the will of 

Elizabeth Moseley,sold the land and 
dwelling house to Thomas W. Taylor. "Part 

of the estate ~f Clifford Crowninshield 

and included in a deed from Mary Molloy 
et al to Joseph Moseley recorded in book 
188 page 71 and deed of Joseph Moseley to 

Elizabeth Moseley." 
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Book 271 page 189 
March 4, 1834 

Book 316 page 290 

Jan. 29, 1840 

Book 321 page 242 
D@c. 2, 1840 

Book 415 page 59 

August 7, 1849 

$3,000 

Thomas Taylor, trader, sold the land 

and dwelling house to Isreal Ward Jr. 
a tailor. 

Isreal Ward Jr. conveyed the land and 
buildings to George Peirce. The same 

premises conveyed by Thomas Taylor by 

deed book 271 page 189. 

George and Hannah Peirce sold to Ezekiel 
Needham the land and buildings 15 Essex 

(This also included 17 Essex St. which 

was formerly a barn, afterwards a store 

and then converted into a dwelling house. 
This building was removed around 1965.) 

Ezekiel Needham, of Groton, sold to 

The Salem Charitable Building Association 

the "Crowningshield Estate" consisting of 

two dwelling houses and out buildings. 
The same estate conveyed by George Peirce 
on Dec. 2, 18L~O. 

1872 - The Salem Charitable Building Association, with Samuel Arrington 

as its agent, was inspected. This unfavorable report was made by 
Perly Derby: 
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Book 2588 page 76 
Feb. 25, 1924 

Book 2666 page 93 
Jan. Li., 1926 

The Salem Charitable Building Association 
sold to Jacob Katz the land and building;:;: 
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The same premises conveyed to said Corp. 
by Ezekiel Needham on August 7, 18Li.9. 

Jacob and Rose Katz, of Beverly, sold to 
John Vasilakopoulos the land and buildings 
"Being the same premises conveyed to us 
by the Salem Charitable Building Assc." 



( 
Book 2671 page 252 

March 2, 1926 

Book 2684 page 196 

June 16, 1926 

Book 5251 page 132 
March 11, 1965 
$12,000 

Book 5972 page 658 
April 13, 1973 

Book 6059 page 302 

April 8, 1974 

John and Catherine Vaselakopoulos 
sold the land and buildings to 

William J. Stewart, of Peabody. "Being 
the premises conveyed to me by deed of 

Jacob Katz on Jan. 4, 1926." 

William J. and Henrietta Stewart sold 

the property to Sadie Stillman. "The 
same premises conveyed to me by John 

Vaselakopoulos. 11 

Jean Walters and Harry Stillman, 
trustees sold to William H. K. Donaldson 

and John A. Driscoll the land and 
--- . 

buildings being Lot #1 as shown on 
plan (appendix A). 

William H. K. Donaldson and John A. 
Driscoll sold the two parcels, Lot #1 

and Lot #2,to John J. Connelly III and 
Brian M. Connelly. 

John J. Connelly III, of Danvers, and 
Brian M. Connelly, of Salem, trustees 
of the Gerrish Place Realty Trust sold 

Lots f)l & #2 to Edmund L. and Marguerite 
Phelan, of Marblehead. 



Reference to book and page are deed books at the Registry of Deeds. 

Probate numbers are cases at Probate Court. Both offices are located 

in the same building on Federal St. All maps in this report are not 

meant to be exact, just for illustration purposes. 

Essex Institute Photo Collection 
Negative # 147 

It # 5022 
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