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CL.ARK S. SEARS 

BARRY W. PLUNKETT 

WILLIAM .J. TINTI 

Mrs. James A. Bailey 
120 Federal Street 
Salem, Massachusetts 

Dear Joani 

SEARS & PLUNKETT 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

70 WASHINGTON STREET 

SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS 

April 24, 1969 

REi 25-27 Buffum Street 
Salem, Massachusetts 

Enclosed please find Historic Salem report on the above property 
compiled by David T. Gavenda. 

A building had been erected on the property in question by the date 
of death of Jonathan Buffum on March 21, 1835. It seems that this house 
was not in existence in 1796 at the time of the acquisition of this pro
perty by Jonathan Buffum. 

Thus the time spread during which the house might have been built 
is quite extensive, from i796 to 1835. 

745-3030 

Mr. Gavenda,in his search for other sources of information, found a 
manuscript in the Essex Institute entitled, "An account of the Buffum Family" 
and a reference in the manuscript to Jonathan Buffum. It was stated that he 
and his sister built a house on Federal Street but that "he afterwards sold 
out to (his sister) and built a two story double houso" in Buffum Street. 
Mr. Gavenda found reference to this transaction in a deed to the sister from 
Jonathan Buffum of one half of a house on Federal Street in 1818~ 

It seems to me that the date of the house cannot be accurately fixed 
from the records. The ~anuscript does not state that the house on Buffum 
Street waserected in the same year as the transfer of the Federal Street 
property, although this is probable. 



CLARK S. SEARS 

BARRY W. PLUNKETT 

WILLIAM .J. TINTI 

Mrs. James A. Bailey 

SEARS & PLUNKETT 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

70 WASHINGTON STREET 

SALEM.MASSACHUSETTS 

-2- April 24, 1969 

In any case, the manuscript cannot be taken alone to support the date 
of 1818. 

Therefore, I would suggest a viewing of the property by an architec
tural historian in order to establish the date of the house. 

I have completed my examination of the two remaining reports, covering 

745-3030 

· 54 Buffum Street and 343 Essex Street, but I would appreciate the opportunity 
of going over them with you befnre turning them in. I would appreciate it if 
you could arrange to come in some afternoon to discuss them. 

WJT:cc 
Encl. 

Very truly yours, 
/1.----+-

u/ ii~· I Hi .. fl.) 

William J. µinti 
v 
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DEED TITLES 

concerning No. 25 & 27 Buffum St., 
Salem, Mass. 

Book Leaf 

5480 420 

No. 283561 

4C4? 121 

4C~7 115 

3278 105 

3278 105 

38C// 555 

Naumkea!g Trust Co., Nathalie L. Ashworth 
ai:d James E •. Farley, trustees, to V~il
l1am VJ. (lou1se k.) Lambert 
-dated: 2. October 1967 
-$ 11,000. 

Will of Harry A. Bliss 0f Peabody 
-dated·: 1965 
-To trustees: 

Nathalie L. Ashworth 
James E. Farley 
Naumk:eag Trust:.,Co. of Salem 

Ione E .. Story to Harry A. Bliss. 
..;.dated: : 16. February 19b4 

Harry A. Bliss and Marion L. bliss to 
Ione E. Story of Salem 
-dated:: 16 .. February 1954 

John. M. Raymond to Harry A. (Marj on L.) 
Bliss 
-dated: 14. November 1941 
-"'$1. and other cons iderati ans" 
-"'one half interest" 
-"'for title, see Probate No. 135729" 

William B .. Hadley to Harry A. Bliss 
-dated: 19. November 1941 
-

11·one half interest"' 
-~for title, see Bk. 3207 Lf. 555" 

Henrietta.i Hadley (mother) to VHlliam 
Hadley:· ( son) 
-a.a ted: 26 .. January 1940 
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No. 135729 

ll 2290 384 
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N,o. 93858 

'i 

Noo 33977 

313 

Probate of the estate of John M. Raymond 
-Will: filed: March 15, 1920 
~ dated: September 16, 1915 

-'.,To my son, John M. Raymond: 
-one half interest in tte house 
and land at 25 Buffum St. 

value: $ 2'250. 
-House and land at 5, Harmony St. 

value: $ 2800." 

VHlliam B. Hadley, Charlea P. (Sarah) 
Pierce to Henrietta Hadley 
-dated: 2 .. March 1915 
-"·meaning to transfer any po8sible interj 
est we ma'y have in the premises:"' 

Probate of the estate of Martha J. Buff 
-Will: filed: 20. February 1904 l 

---- dated: 23. February 1882 
-"'To my adonted daughter, Henrietta: 

Hadley I give one half of all my 
rea1l estate· ana to my nenhew John 
M .. Raymond, I also give on.e :1alf"' 

-vale- of 25 & 27 Buffum: $ 2,900. 

Probate of the estate of William P .. Buff 
um 
-VJill: filed: 16. December 1878 
- dated: 10. May 1875 

-To Marth~ J. Buffum (wife): 
-'"House2and land at 27 Buffum valu d· 

a:t: $;·· 3500. n 

-"Haus eh old furniture: $ 100." 
-Inventory dated: 1. January 1879 j 

John (Mer·cy) Alley to V~illiam Buffum 1 _r _ 
-dated: a. October 1838 _ 
-bo_mda·ries: 9 1/2 reds: X 5::~1/2 rods X ,; 

C°1''·'75)9 1/2 rods X 5 1/2 rods (40c~.5\ ./ 
-$ 1600 • ';_) 

281 262' VHlliarn Buffum. & heirs to John (Mercy) 
Alley 
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No. 396] 

-dated: 24. July 1835. 
-$ 746.67 
•buundaries: 9 rods X 5 1/2 rods. X 9 

rods X 5 1/2 rods 
• -"being the homestead on which said Buf

fum [Jona:than] lived with the buildings 
thereon standing" 

Probate of the eRtate uf Jonathan Buffum 
-see next nage 
-HeirS' (sons and dA.ugh ters·): 

- Jonathan Buffum 
Israel Buffum 
AnnBJ Frye
Edward Buffum 
V.Jilliam Buffum 
Mercy .A:lley 
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Probate Com"'t, Salem, Mass. 
Docket # 3961 
1835. J.1,J.ay 19. 
Buffum, Jonathan, Salem, yeoman 

"To the Honorable Daniel A. \Vhi te, Esquire, Judge 
of probate for the County of Essex. 

Pursuant to a warrant from your honor, we, the sub
. scribers, the Committee therein named, having been 
first sworn, have made the following: 

INVENTORY AND APPRAISEMENT OF THE EST.A.TE OF 
Jonathan Buffum ! 
late of' dalem in t:!aid county, Yeoman deceased, intes
tate, as she1,vn to us by the administrator. 

REAL ESTATE 

14 acres pasture land (more or less) 
J.i acres land west of the House 

·i -:>/House, Barn ye, with all the pri v- 3 
ileges and appurtenances (90 feet front) 
1 acre land east of the House - ) 
{ more or le~s ) , ) 
Lot of land in Ll.iddleton (about 2 acres) 

PERSON.AL ESTATE 

Feather Bed, Beddins and Bedstead -

ii 700.00 
225.00 

1400.00 

200.00 
30.00 

V°2555.00 

l Desk 5.oo - lot books 4.00 - 9 chairs 3.00-
1 Bureau 4.00 - l looking glass 2.00 -

$ 16~00 
12.00 

Jash 37000 -
2 Tea spoons 3.00 - 6 large spoons 9.00 -
3 ~able Cloths and 10 napkins - 3.00 -
22 2illow cases 3.50 -

42.00 
12.00 

Bellows and fire sett 1.50 - 17 sheets 6.00 -
5 Blankets 5.oo - 1 ··1.uilt 1.50 -

6.50 
7.50 
6.50 

:!earing Apparel of dec.d 10.00 -
2 setts curtains 3.75 --
2 old Carpets 3.00 - 3 Trunks 5.oo -
1 Bureau 5.oo - l old Chaise 5.oo -

13.?5 
s.oo 

10.00 
$ 135.25 

-----·-
----~ l 
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- to "dilliam Buffum 

~ to Jonathan Buffum 

- to Israel Buffum 

- to Anna Frye 

- to Edward i:luffum 

to Mercy .Alley 

- sold by heirs to 
ifohn Alley jr., 
July 24, 1835 

- to Mercy .Alley 

. .. to Edward Buffum 

to Jonathan Buffum 

to Israel Buffum 

- to Anna Frye 

- to William Buff um 

DDTISION OF 'IB-1: EST.ATE OF JOl~AT.d.AN BUFFUlI OF 8.hL~vI 
dateU:Apr1l lb,1806. -

5, 
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Agreement between Jonathan and Caleb 
furn, sons and heirs of Jon3.'. Buffum, 
-dated: 14. April 1796 
-nartition of IZ acres of land in North 
Fields-, held by both as tenents in comma • 
-Bou~d~ries of the lot taken by Jona:than:1j 

NW by ffi cross-road 
SIU by land of James Barr I 
NE by land of .severa1 parties : 
SE by land taken by Caleb Buffum in th1': s 

partition 

Probate of the estate of Jonathan Buffum I 
of Salem, taylor 
-dated: l&. November 1793 

' -Inventory taken: 2.5. December 1793 . ii 
excerpt: "'about twelve acres of tillage 

land in the North Field, so called ~ 
- £200-0-0" /I 

-no building~ mentioned as standing in th~ 
North Fields I 

Probate· of the estate: of Caleb Buffum 
Salem 

of r 

I 
I 

-Viill dated: 4. February 1731 
-a:ll pronErrty given to s:on: Jonathan 

I
I 

Agreement: Tamisorr Buffum (mother) as-
1 signs her nronerty to Caleb Buffum (son) · 

-dateCT: --------, 1679 / 

Probate of the e.state of Robert Buffmrn ofl 
Salem. 
-dated: --------, 1669 
-~ll property assigned to Tamison Buffum 1 

(wife) . 

Land: grant: Town of Sa:lem: to Robert Buf
fUIIl1 
-dated: --------, 1649 
-40 rucres of land 

BID 
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25 & a?r Buffum Street: Built 1818 

On the following page is an excerpt taken from a manuscri t 
account book found· at the Essex Institute. It is the only 
existing source to my lrnowledge which gives any kind of 
theory or evidence as to the builder or the building date 
of the two ana a· half story, hip-roofed, -·double-house at 
the above address. 

The story retold in the quotation states that the hous·e i 
was built by· Jonathan Buffum a·fter he sold out to his siste 
Peace, his half of '"aJ two story double· house in the same I 
[Federal] street~ The following deeds, duly recorded, con-1 
cerrn that house a.:nd pronerty oii Federal Street: 

218 l 

159 2D7 

Jonatharu Buffum to Peace Buffum: 
-dated': .19 .. September ]818 
-price: $1000.. -
-land "on north side of Federal 

"with westerly half of hous~t 
-~part of lot to me from Peace: 

Street" l 

159-20711
11 

Peace Buffum: to Jona. Buffum 
-dated: ~"~----, 1795 
-same lot as above only probably larger, 

"'with the dwelling house and other bui
ldings: thereon" 

11 

!I 

I 
Therefore the abova evidence together with the architec- i 

tural style and· construction of the Buffum St. house points:1
1 out the 1818 date as probable as well as possible. · I 

The hip-roofed style of construction is certainly early- 1 

19th-century and was employed by some of the finast archi
tects of the period. An unusual feature of the house is 
the nresence of two identica.' cellar kitchens, each equip- !! 
ped with its ov;n f irenlace, boi]er (for laundry), and bric.kl 
oven. These features still exist in the house, even down j: 

to the wrought iron oven and ~sh-pit doors. . 

-D~vid T. Gavenda 

-===r.=============================------
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,:!ili ACCOUNT ~ ~ Fi\JiITLY OF ~· BUFFUlvi 

I 
I 

The follovring acc.ount is a 

a i.aanuscript by Caleb Buffum in 

.2f ~ Bu ff um Family. !r }t ' 

direct quotation taken from i'j 

1856, entitled, "An account 

"Jonathan Buffum was born in Salem October 15, 1753 he 
was married to Anna Purrington of Lynn daughter of 
James and Anna Purrington, at the Friends 1'.J:eeting 
House in that town April 28, 1778. lie learned the 
tailors trade but never worked much at it, haviIJ.6 
considerable land he followed farming and teamill.6 for 
a livelihood he lived part of the time in a small 
house on Federal St. belonging to his father. .ri.fter- .. 
wards he and his sister i'eace built a two story double 1

lj 

house in the same street. He aftervvar·ds sold out to 
Feace and built a large three story house on the street, 
now called JJuffum Street which was laid out by him :Ii 
and Caleb through their land. The same house is now : 
ovmed by the Widov1 of a descendent of his. He lived 1

1 
here until he and his wife went to live with their dau-.'j 
ghter. Anna,. whe~e they di~d. . . / 

.anna his wife was eminently faithful in all rela- ·1 
tions of ·11ife, Mother and a Christian life. iie died I 
:March 21, 1835, leaving six children, forty grandehild-:' 
ren, four great-srandchildren. iulna his widow,. died I 
February5, 1842. I 

'11hey had four sons. viz. William, Edward, It3rael .1 

and Jonathan. T\vo daughters, Mercy who married John 
Alley of Lynn. Anna, who married William Frye of 
Salem." 

' :K' Buffum. Family Mssc·., Essex Institute, Salem, Mass. 
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