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356 Fssex Street

The house 354~-3%56 Iissex Street is described in the Salem Historic
District Study as: "This is a two-story, wooden double house with
an entrance on either side., 1t is no longer symmetrical as a result

of the addition of a bay window and probable alterations in the

entrance areas.'

"Mssex street was first called a hipghway in 1657; street, 1606L4; town
street, 1678; the broad street that goes from ye mecting house
westward to the town's end, 1679; the main street, 1679; ye high
street, 1695; and Essex stree%, 1795." (BEssex Antiquarian, vol, 7

pee 116)

The famed Quaker, Thomas Maule, owned and occupied this lot in 1674.
When Mre. Maulec sold this land in 1681 he described it as "my now
pr'sent habition or dwelling place.'" The Maule house burned down

in 1729 while under the ownership of Richard and Ahijah Estes.

(appendix A)

The Estes erected a new house shortly after the fire which they
sold on Jan. 1, 1778 to William Pickman. (book 123 page 281) Mr.
Pickman sold the property, on March 26, 1784, to John Buffington,

(book 13%7 page 201)

Capte John Buffington was a soldier in the Revolution, mariner and
merchant. The house (described as end-ways to the street) and land

were devised by Mr. Buffington to his daughter lliza Craftis.



Mrse Crafts devised the dwelling house, barn and out buildings
on Essex St. with the land under and adjoining and the garden
attached "the same occupied by my late parents at the time of

their decease', to Ann Stickney wife of Jeremiah Sticknay of Lynn,.

(probate #36308)

On Sept. 17, 1845 Jeremiah Stickney and his wife Ann conveyed to
Lydia Ann Irye the messuage consisting of a dwelling house and

land., "Intending to include and convey all the land belonging to
sald messuage now inclosed by the old division fences. ’It'being
the same méssuage owned and occupied by Capte. John Buffington at
the time of his decease and by him devised to his daughter Lliza

Craft and by said Eliza devised to Ann Stickney.'" (book %59 page 34)
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On June 1, 1846 Lydia Ann Frye, singlewoman, sold for the sum of
$2.750, to Mathan ¥rye, mariner, "all that messuage consisting of
a dwelling house and about one quarter acre of land described in
the deed given by Jeremiah C. Stickney on September 7, 1845," (book

376 page 58)

The "Buffington House" stood until 1852 when Nathan Fryé either
tofe it down or otherwise removed it and built the third or possibly
fourth house to occupy this site. The fact that a new house was
built in %852 is substantiated by a listing in the Salem Street
Books preserved at the lissex Institute:

The following are the number & degcription of the Buildings
Errected in the City of Salem from March 1852 to March 1853 - with

the name of the Owners and the Hames of the Streets errected in or

by, & ¢
OQwners Names Description of Buildings Names of GStreets
Nathan Irye Double Dwelling House Essex St

Further documentation is found in a deed (book 469 page 112) dated
Sept. 11, 1852, In this deed Nathan Frye, master mariner, conveyed
to his daughter, Lydia Ann Russell, the eastern half of his land.
The dividing line was to run through. the center of a ''mew house
built by said grantor and grantee, on said Irye's said other land

and the above granted premises." (appendix B)
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The house appears on the tax records for the first time 4in 1853,

During the first Jears of its existence this house was enumerated

as 358 lissex 5Ste and received its present number in 1855;

ssex Street

1853 - 7358 Wathan Frye % house value 12,000
558 Hathan A, Frye % house " "
1854 = 358 Thomas Russell 3 house vaule #2.000
558 Hathan rye + housoe " "
- Hathan Frye Jra
1855 ~ 254 Thomas Russell T housge value RE.OQO
' Mathan A, Frye
356 Hathan Frye + house " il
vl856 Same
1857 same
1858 same
1859 554 Mathan Frye age 71 owner lirs, Russell +
Thomas Russell 0 Y
356 Hathan Frye "o owner Hathan Frye *

Hathan Frye Jr, v 19



It may be helpful to insert a partial genealogy of the Frye family
in order to keep the Nathan Fryes disentangled: |

Nathan, the builder of the house at 356 Lssex St. was born on
Oct. 27, 1787, the son of Nathan and Hannah (Nutting) Frye. He was
a sea capltain and had protection papers from the Custom House in
Salem in April of 1801. IHe married,on June 14, 1812, Ann Reed who
waslborn in Woburn on April 29, 1789, the daughter of Amos and
Lydia (Symonds) Reed., The couple had four children:

Lydia Ann

!

born Oct, 22, 1813%, married Thomas B. Russell (she
was the owner of the east half of the house)

Nathan A. - born Nov. 25, 1815 (described below)
Daniel - born March 7, 1817, died Oct. 6, 1817

Daniel O.

1

born Nov. 21, 1820, died Aug. 15, 1843 at sea

Nathan Augustus Irye, son of Nathén and Ann (Reed)‘Frye,WaS a
sea captain and merchant. He married, on March 11, 1840, Sarah M,
Russell daughter of Thomas Be. and Mary (Mosely) Russell. Their
children were:

Nathan Ae. - born Dec. 22, 1840

Anna Mosely -~ born Feb. 1. 1842, died Feb., 19, 1848
Mary Fllen - born Sept. 26, 1845, died Oct. 26, 1846
Daniel O. _ born Dec. 5, 1847

Anna Mosely - born I'eb. 12, 1852, died Febe. 14. 1852
Charles R; -~ born March 31, 1855, married Sarah Glover

Arthur M. - born June 17, 1854



The federal census of 1860 gives a close look at the Frye family:
A5L Yssex St.

Thomas Russell age 48 machinist born Mass.
Lydia " "L6 " 1
Ellen Reagan " 18 servant "o "
Hathan Frye "o 72 pentleman " i

356 lissex St.

Nathan Ae. Irye "Ll merchant (16 Asiatic bld.) " "
Sarah ' " L P : noon
Nathan A. Jdr. H i? clerk neon
Daniel O, 12 moon
Charles " 7 o noon
Arthur " 6 ten
Maria Trainer " 15 servant meon
Bridget Hersey " 22 servant e

The next change occurred in the tax records in 1864:

Essex St.

354 -~ Nathan Trye owner Lydia Russell 3 %5%160 ft.
356 - Nathan TFrye " Hathan Yryc 1 2%%160 ft,

Total value = land $2,000, house 42,800, barn $#200 (to each party)

The year 1868 brought sadness to the I'rye family for Nathan A, Frye
died on Jan. 5. The death notice of Ir. Frye, recorded in the local
papers, was very concise: Jan. 5 - Deaths - "Nathan A. Irye age 52
years, 1 month, 11 days." HMre. Frye by a will written Jan. 23, 1864
bequeathed all his furniture and personal property to his beloved
-wife Sarah. Also bequeathed was H40,000 in turst for the benefit of

his family. The rest and remainder was to be divided equally. (probat:

#%9807) (see also appendix C)



Ten months lalter, on Mov. 14, 1868, the family lost its patriarch
- Capts, Nathan Frye. The public was notified that "the funeral will
be held at 12 o'clocks. Relatives and friends invited to attend

without further notice." (Salem Gazette)

Capt. Frye's heirs were listed in his probate (7#3%9806) as: widow
Amn: daughter lydia Russell; and grandchildren Hathan A., Daniel,
Charles and Arthur Frye., In his will, written Feb., 1, 1868, Capt.
Frye bequecathed to his wife Ann all real estate. After her decease
all property real and personal to be for the support of Lydia, at
her decease to be shared equally among grandchildren, Daughter
Lydia was to have all the furniture and "should Sarah M. Frye wish

any part Mrs, Russell will please gratify her in every respect."

The census of 1870 shows the somewhat dwindled houscholds:

554 Fssex

Ann YFrye age 81 keeps house born Mass.
Thomas Be. Russell " 58 merchant ' " "
Lydia " " 58 no occupation " "
Annie I, Smith " 1% at school " H
Mary Goodale M 65 servant " "

356 lIissex

Sarah M. Trye " 49 keeps house " "
Hathan A. " " 28 bank clerk " n
Charles " 37 at school " n
Arthur " " L5 at school " "
Mary Hefren " 26 servant " Ire,

Jane Casey " 18 servant " "



The tax records for 1870 indicate the change in ownership and value:

Iissex Street

554 Thomas PRe Russell owner Lydia Russell house $#3%.000
land 1,400
barn 200
356 Mrs. MNathan Frye owner Heirs N. Fryc house §3,000
land 1,400
barn 200
The 1880 census reveals littlce change:
350 Bssex
Thomas R. Russell age 68 vpattern maker born liass.
Lydia A. " " 66 wife - keeps house f "
Annie Swmith " 2% cousin LR Y I
Mary . Clark " Gl oservant " Masse
7(?( Eéc@\{
20 Doy
“Sarah M. I'rye " 6% keeps house " lHasse
‘Charles R. " " 27 son o "
Arthur " 25 architect " "
Mary Tooncy " 20 servant " Ire,
Caroline Tufts " 1% servant " HMaine

Mrse Sarah M. Frye died on March 2, 1.8696. Her obituafy indicates
that she had moved from the Pssex streel house:

Salewm Evening Hews - larch %, 1896

"Mrs. Sarah 1. wife of Hathan A. I'rye, died at her home in Cambridge,
Thursday, at the age of 80 years, 6 months. The remains will be

brought to Salewm for burial. The funeral will be held from 354

Ihssex street this aflternoon at 2:30,."



On Aug. 11, 1897 Doniel and Lizzie 7. 'rye of Lachine Locke, Province

of Quebec, Canada sold to Charles . Frye 1/% share of 356 Essex 5t,
"The grantor derives his title as devisee under the will of his grand-
father Nathan Frye., See also deed of Lydia As Frye to Hathan Frye

June 1, 1846+ (book 1592 page 1,85)

On Octs 8, 1897 Hathan A. and Alice 0. Frye, of Cambridge, Mass.,
transferred their 1/% share of the land and building 356 Bssex St.
to Charles R. rye for #1,600,
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Charles I'rye remained at the 356 I'ssex {te house until his death
which occurred on Aug. 25, 1927, This simple obitgary notice
appeared in thc Salem Evening News:

"Charles Re. Irye, a native and lifelong resident of Salem, died
at his home %56 Hssex street, yesterday. He was 75 years of age..

Burial private."

Mre Frye's probate (#15903%) lists the heirs as:

Francis Ce Irye Cambridge, lasse nephew
Charles " LeAs, Cal, "
John M. " Vestfield, MH.J. , "
Hary H. " Cambridge, llass. niece
Arthur O. " liedra, Pae : nephew
Grace (IFrye) Rowan Unionville, Pa, niece
Nathan Ze I'rye Iiron, H.Y. nephew

Among several bequests in his will, written on lMarch 31, 1927 were:

#500 each to Irank C., Charles Ce.. John, Arthur O., Nathan

$1,000 each to Mary H, and Grace U,

$1,000 each to friends Idward A. Palfray and kdward T, Higbee

2,000 to the Grace Church

#2.000 to the Lst Unitarian Church ,

The rest and residue to his late wife's nephew Joseph G. Woodbury
and his wife Adalcna Be YWoodburye. (The will was contested but allowed
to stand) (Inventory. appendix D)

Mrs. Adalena B Wﬁodbury died on July 24, 1966+ Her obituary as
printed in the Salem Fvening lews:

"Mrse Adalena P. Yoodbury wife of Joseph G. of‘556 kssex street
died Sunday after a lengthy illness.

She was born in Beverly, daughter of the late Thomas P.B. and Emma
(Pitman) Broughton. She was a member of the First Church of Salem.

Besides her husband., she leaves a sister, lrs. T.B. Hathaway of
New Rochelle, WN.Y.; two brothers, C. ¥, Broughton of South Dartmouth,
and T'wI. Broughton of Salem.

IMineral service will be private."



11,

On Auge 7, 1968 Jozevh €. Voodbury chanpged title of the property to
include his new wife Stella Voodbury. '"For my title see the estate
of Charles R. Frye 7#159033%. Adalena B. VWoodbury my former wife died

July 24, 1966." (hook 5549 pape 180)

Josevh CG. Voodbury died on lov. 5, 1970. This notice was printed
in the Salem Fvening llews:
"Joseph G, Woodbury, husband of Stella (Drinkwater) Woodbury of

ot

356 Lssex St.. died lionday after a long illnessa
Born in Salem, son of the late Ndgar 5. and Fattie 1. (Glover)

Woodhury, -ne was a member of the Wssox Institute and the 1lst Church.
Funeral service will be private."

On Aug. 20, 19381 Stella Woodbury and William Mahoney Jr. of Salem

adminicstrator of the estate of Adalena De Woodbury sold to Lana

Lee Barrett of 2 Victory Rd., Apt. 55, Lynn, lass, the land and

building 356 Lssex Gt.  "The east boundary line runs through the

center of the house on the premises." For title see deed of Joseph

(s VWoodbury to Joseph G, and Stella Yoodbury Auge 7, 1968. (book

G685l page 90 & O1)

Motes: The lssex Institute has in its photo collection one photo
of 358 Issex St. which also shows 356 lssex.  (lleg. #7207) Also at
the Institute is a lLop book of the brig "Vintage' kept by Hathan A.
rrye .



Reference to book and page are deed boolks at the KHegistry of Deeds.
Probate numbers arc cases at Probate Court., Doth offices are located
in the same building on Yfederal 5t.  All maps in this report are

not meant to be exact, just for illustration purposes.
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house and land around it being assigned
to Widow Hannah Croo of Salem, daugi:-
ter of the deceased. She conveved th:
“ old dwelling house,” as the house was
then called, to her brother-in-law Josepi
Neal of Salem. cordwainer, Gui io,
1724.% While Mr. Neal owned the es-
tate the house was burned down, in 1729,
with the Estes house, which stood only:z
fesv feet distant

Matthere Estes Hoxse.  This lot was
sart of the lot conveyed by Thomss
Robbins to John Kitchen before 1664.
Mr. Kitchen conveyed it to George Deaxz
in or before that year. Mr. Dean who
was then of Salem, and a cordwainer,
transferred the lot with a house upon it,
for forty pounds, to Thomas Maule of
Salem, tailor, Oct. 14, 1674.7 The foi-
lowing affidavits show that Mr. Maule
srected a new house upon the lot:—

“The testimony of Eleazer Linsey aged
about 36 yeares, & John Coates aged
about 21 yeares: these two p’sons above
written testifieth, that when Thomas
Male’s new house was raised, that there
was sufficient rome left betweene the
fence next Richard Croad’s house, o
zlabord the whole side of Thomas
Male's new house, without removing any
nart or p'cell of y* abovesd fence, for we
~laborded part of y* sd new house on that
side next Richard Croad’s, & had roome
snough to doe our work, betweene y® new
~ouse & the fence, from one end of 3~
said house to the other end thereof, for
.* fence as neere as well could be ranged
‘rom one end of Thomas Male's land to
the other end on a straite line: & to
“he truth hearof wee abovesd John Coates
« Eleazer Limseyv. witnes. Sworne 25:
‘une: 16381, before Bartholmew Gedney
\ssist.”’

“John Reeves aged about 72 yeares,
‘estifieth, y* to his knowledge, the house
of Tho. Male bought of George Deunc
ioth stand wholy on the town's ground.
¢ the fence v* fenced the heads of the

~ Essex Registry of Deeds, book 43, leaf 270.
+ Essex Registry of Deeds, book 4, leaf 98,
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lotts lelt the said house without about
two footr, & the front of Thomas Male's
house standeth about 11 foot on the
town’s ground, being sett upon a sellar
that Jno. Kitching had made in y” townes
comon, swoime 22: June: 1681, before
me Bartholmew Gedney Assist.”

¢ Thomas Robbins testifieth, that i~
fences that fenced in the lotts that were
Barber’s & Bownes, which land was since
Tohn Kitchens, ranged behind the house
that Thomas Mall bought of George
Deane, leaving the sd house wholy out
the sd fences ranged to Richard Creads
house or where it stands, leaving some
vacant land betweene the house of Rich-
arl Croade & Thomas Male, which he
bought of George Deane, & was at least
the whole bredth of y* sd house, sworne
23 : June: 1581, betore me, Bartholomew
Gedney Assistant.”*

Mr. Maule conveyed to Jonathan
Prince of Salem, cordwinder, the 1ot and
“my now pr’sent habition or dwelling

.place,” July 30, 1651.¥ For one hun-

dred and one pounds, Mr. Prince con-
veved the bouse, shop and land to Mat-
thew Estes of Pascattaqua, mariner, May
25, 1682.7 Mr. Estes died in 1723,
having devised the house and lot to his
grandsons Richard and Ahijah Estes.

The house belonged to them when it was .

burned down, with the Neal house, in 17 29.

SR ' MR B VA oy 246

JOSERE T LedTT Hose.
of the lot sold by Thomas Robbins to

“John Kitchen before 1664. Mr. Kitchen
-sold it to George Dean, who was owning
‘itin that year. But Mr. Kitchen died

without having received or given a deed

. of it, and gr. Robbins, gave a deed of it
- 'to Robert

itchen, son of the deceased,
Oct. 51, 1679,% but no deed to Mr. Dzan

: “has been found. Mr. Dean died possessed

of the house and Jot in 1696, having de-
vised the estate to his wife Elzzbeth
‘Dean. She survived him, and, for sixty
pounds. conveyed the sam= t{o her son

* Essex Registry of Deeds, book 4 leai 7=,
"t Essex Registry of Deeds, book 3, lea
T Essex Registry of Deeds, book 6, leaf
§ Essex Registry of Deeds, book 7. lez

This was a rart
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Schedule of Personal Estate in Detail.

Schedule of Real Estate in Detail.

ok V,@um‘% //747} r G @ su

S oha Aviriecon 7”1% Go , g

5 e Gseard ,,&’&M% s

30 v it S pined (\)'L(M Ge 6 orn /0/‘*

25 J‘M[/ @M,Hﬂ«, Go 1% 7@ Fo
v Go A:Z:‘W G Fa_

o vl S ST /65

AR sl Fntnadici Fana) /7770724@)

ERC )}14/ /Jbv)wm 7')’!/’ Geo /%cb +§

Ficoo B (/fu»{/é Stk (:%ocwd—v
(//6(/14/‘441, ‘/M]»tr"v 4]
7¢ loo v /é(mo‘ | W /V

u{/c/o«,w(. \./f o

& 5o [Bowa Jﬁmo[//?ﬁﬂq, /»/ & 19y /

ot

%/1 J1444/ D/v 1524

éx 129 e ¥3

Clwou-p(, JM A " Vi !
e/ A (/W / et O dﬂ“&w &M
(7%14 4(/'(4‘{4( A /RMW/C

DOLLS. cTs.
S0 ;oo
11§ 06
/L/‘/of(m
3185 oo
R 125 0
,,za;;’ofoa
020025’500
/06 0"1:00
0240;;00
/Go7 ;50
d’é;é_ﬁ
Jocico
PNy

EG12S
1978
17533
500 6o

/édf& b4

Lo 1ot 2r 2 e e

C/&/{"M/(/ BICHA (f;w ,JQZ PRSP e //}m



