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356 J:ssex Street 

The house 354-356 Essex Street is described in the Salem Historic 

District Study as: "This is a two-story, wooden double house with 

an entrance on either side. It is no longer symmetrical as a result 

of the acldi tion of a bay window and probable alterations j_n the 

entrance areas. 11 

"1''.ssex street was first called a highway in 1657; street, 1664; town 

street, 1678; the broad street that coes from ye meeting house 

westward ~o the tovrn' s end, 1679; the main street, 1679; ye high 
-

street, 1695; and Essex street, 1795. 11 (Essex Antiquarian, vol. 7 

pg. 116) 

The famed Quaker, Thomas Maule, owned and occupied this lot in 1674. 

When Mr. Maule sold this land j_n 1681 he described it as "my now 

pr 1 sent habi tion or dwelling place. 11 The Maule house burned down 

in 1729 v.,rhile under thEJ ownership of lhchard and Ahijah Estes. 

(appendix A) 

The Estes erected a new house shortly after the fire which they 

sold on Jan. 1, 1778 to William Pickman. (book 123 page 281) Mr. 

Pickman sold the property, on lhrch 26, 1?8L1, to ~rohn Buffington. 

(book 137 }Jago 201) 

Capt. John Buffington was a soldier in the Revolution, mariner and 

merchant. rrhe house (described as end-ways to the street) and land 

were devised by rlr. Buffington to his daughter J:LLza Crafts. 



Mrs. Crafts devised the dwe_llj_r1g house, barn and out buildings 

on Essex St. with the land under and adjoining and the garden 

attached "the same occupied by my late parr,rnts at the time of 

their decease", to Ann Stickney wife of Jeremiah Stickney of Lynn. 

(pro bate //36308) 

On Sept. 17, 1845 Jeremiah Stickney and his wife Ann conveyed to 

Lydia Ann Frye the messuage consisting of a dwelling house and 

land. "Intending to include and convey all the land belonging to 

said messuage now inclosod by the old division fences. It being 

the same n1essuage owned and occupied by Capt. John Buffington at 

the time of his decease and by him devised to his daughter Eliza 

Craft and by said Eliza devised to Ann Stickney.'' (book 359 page 34) 
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On June 1, 1846 l~dia Ann Frye, singlewoman, sold for the sum of 

1i2. '750, to Nathan Frye, marine;r, "all tb at me ssuage consisting of 

a dwelling house and about one quarter acre of land described in 

the deed given by Jeremiah C. Stickney on September 7, 1845." (boo.k 

376 pae;e 58) 

The 11 Buf fington House" stood until 1852 when Nathan Frye either 

tore it down or otherwise removed it and built the third or possibly 

fourth house to occupy this site. The fact that a new house was 

built in 1852 is substantiated by a listing in the Salem Street 

Books preserved at the Essex Institute: 

The following are the number i des~ription of the Buildings 

Errected in the City of Salem frorn lfarch 1852 to March 1853 - with 

the name of the Owners and the Names of the Streets etrected in or 

by, & c 

Owners Names 

Nathan Frye 

Description of Buildings 

Double Dwelling Hou~e 

Names of Streets 

Essex St. 

F~rther documentation is found in a deed (book 469 page 112) dated 

Sept. 11, 1852. In this deed Nathan Frye, master mariner, conveyed 

to his daughter, IJydia Ann l<ussell, the eastern half of his land. 

The dividing Line was to run through the center of a "now house 

built by said grantor and grantee, on said Frye's said other land 

and the above granted premises." (appendix B) 
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The house appears on the tax records for the first time in 1853. 

During the first year.s of its existence this house vias enumerated 

a[> _}58 Ji:.sE;ex :;t. nnd received its pre.sent number jn 1855: 

Essex Street 
1853 1/358 Ha.than Frye 

358 JTatha:n A. Frye 

1854 - 358 '11homas nussell 
358 Ha than Frye 

llathan Frye ,Jr• 

1855 -

185G 

1857 

1(35g 

1859 

351~ Thomas 
Nathan 

35G !Jathan 

same 

.same 

sarne 

3511 nathan 
Thomas 

356 Hath an 
1Jathan 

Uiwsc11 
A. Frye 
Frye 

Frye agG 
nussell It 

Frye " Frye LTr. " 

J_ hou::;e value ·11:2,000 2 
J houce " II 2 

1 house vaule 1~2 .ooo -;;-
1 hou.se " It 2-

1 
hOUGO value :1.2 .ooo -2 

t house " II 

71 owner Hrs. Flus sell 3'7 
Lil+ owner Nathan Frye 19 

1 
2 

1 -::;-



It may be helpful to insert a partial c;enealogy of the Frye family 

in order to keep the Nathan Fryes disentangled: 

Nathan, the builder of the house at 356 Essex St. was born on 

Oct. 27, 1787, the son of Nathan and Hannah (Hutting) Frye. He was 

a sea captain and had protection papers from the Custom House in 

Salem in April of 1801. He married, on ,June lLt, 1812, Ann Reed who 

was born in Wobcirn on April 29, 1789, the daughter of Amos and 

Lydia (Symonds) Reed. The couple had four children: 

Lydia Ann - born Oct. 22, 1813, married 'I1homas B. l~ussell (she 
was the owner of the east half of the house) 

Nathan A. - born Nov. 25, 1815 (described below) 

Daniel - born March 7, 1817, died Oct. 6, 1817 

Daniel O. - born Nov. 21, 1820, died Aug. 15, 1843 at sea 

Nathan Augustus Frye, son of Nathan and Ann (Heed) ·Frye,'was a 

sea captain and merchant. He marrj_ed, on March 11, 1840, Sarah M. 

£~us.sell daughter of Thomas B. and Hary Olosely) l~ussell. 'l'heir 

children were: 

Nathan A. - born Dec. 22, 1840 

Anna Mosely - born Feb. 1. 18Lt2, died Feb. 19, 18~8 

Mary 1':llen - born Sept. 2G, 181+5, died Oct. 26, 18L16 

Daniel O. born Dec. 5, 18Lt7 

Anna Mosely - born Feb. 12, 1852, died Feb. 14. 1852 

Charles l\. - born lfarch 31, 1853, married Sarah Glover 

Arthur M. - born June 17, 1854 
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'rhe federal census of 1860 c;ive::3 a close look at the Frye family: 

35l+ r~ssex .St. 

rrhomas nucsell ac;e L~8 machin:ist born 

Lydia " " 46 II 

Ellen l·ieac;an '' 18 servant " 
Nathan Frye " 72 r;entleman II 

356 }~ssex st. 

Nathan [\_. r~rye " l+Lf merchant (lG Asiatic bld.) 

Sarah " " L~j 

Nathan A. Jr. II 19 clerk 

Daniel (). " 12 
Charles " 7 
Arthur " 6 

r·Iaria Tr airier " 15 servant 

Bridget Hersey " 22 servant 

The next change occurred in the tax records in 1864: 

J~ssex St. 

35lf - Nathan Frye own er Lyd:La r~usse 11 

356 Nathan Frye " !Ta than Fr.ye: -~ 

Total value = land 1i2 ,OOO. house 'i~2, 800, barn 

33xl60 ft. 

33xl60 ft. 
11.200 (to each 

Mass. 

" 
II 

ti 

II II 

" II 

" " 
" " 
" " 
" " 
II " 
" " 

party) 

rl'he year 1868 brought sadnesl::; to the Frye family for Nathan A. Frye 

died on <Jan. 5. The death notice of l\!r. Frye, recorded in the local 

papers, war:; ver,y concise: ,Jan. 5 - Deaths - "Nathan A. Frye af;e 52 

years. 1 month, 11 days." f'Ir. Frye by a will written Jan. 23, 1864 

bequeathed all his furniture and personal property to his beloved 

·wife Sarah. Also bequeathed was ·1i40 ,000 in turst for the bcrnefit of 

his family. The rest and remainder was to be divided equally. (probat• 

1139807) (see alEo appendix C) 



Ten months later, on Nov. 14, J868, the family lost its patriarch 

Capt. 1'1athan Frye. 'l1he publ:Lc v1as no l;ified that "the funeral will 

be held at 12 o 1 clocl~. Relatives and friends invited to attend 

without further notice." (Salem Gazette) 

Capt. Frye 1 s heirs wore J5sted in hie~ probate (i139806) as: widow 

Ann: daughter Lydia f~ussell; and c;randchildron Hath an A., Daniel, 

Charles and Arthur Frye. In his will, written Feb. 1, 1868, Capt. 

l"rye bequeathed to his wife Ann all real estate. After her decease 

all property real and personal to be for the support of Lydia, at 

her dccea~e to be shared equally amonc; grandchildren. Daughter 

Lydia was to have all the furniture and 11 should Sarah M. Frye wish 

any part Hrs. Hussell will plear:Je r:;rGtify her in every respect • 11 

'!'he censuu of lW?O sllOVJf3 the cornewhat dwindled households: 

354 Essex 

Ann Frye age 81 keepr:J house born Mass. 

'rl1omaEJ n. nus sell 11 '.)8 merchant " 11 

Lydia 11 11 5B no occupation " 11 

Annie }; . /3mi th " 13 at school " 11 

Mary Goodale 11 65 servant 11 11 

356 Essex 

Sarah 11. Frye " 1,9 keeps house 11 11 

Nathan A. " 11 28 bank clerl-:::. II 11 

Charles " 11 17 at school II II 

Artln,1r II II 15 at school 11 11 

llary Hefrcn 11 26 servant 11 Ire. 

,Jane Casey II 18 servant 11 11 

7. 



'Che tax records for 1870 indicate the char1l_';e in ownership and value: 

J~ssex ,Street 

354 Thomas B. J~rn:;sell ownor Lydia Russell 

ovmnr lfojrs H. Frye 

The 1880 census reveals little change: 

'J'homas B. ::usse?ll 

Lyd:La A. 

Annie .Snd th 

Mary TI. Clark 

356 Essex 

Sarah M. Frye 

Charles R. ti 

Ar tl1 ur ti 

Hary Tooncy 

fl 

Caroline Tufts 

ac;c 
fl 

11 

tt 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

68 oat tern maker 

()G vlife - kf:;epG house 

23 cour:;in 

G11 servant 

63 keer)G house 

27 son 

25 archi tee t 

2Ci ::-::;orvo.nt 

13 servant 

house 'n3 .ooo 
land 1,400 
barn 200 

hOUi3e 1!·3 ,ooo 
land 1,~00 
barn 200 

born !'.ass. 
II fl 

fl H.<J• 
ti Hass. 

11 Mass. 
II fl 

II II 

II Ire. 
II Haine 

Mrs. Darah M. Frye died on r·:arch 2, 1W)G. Her obituary indicates 

that she had rnovccl from the F:sscx street how:;c: 

Salelll Eveninc; f!cwu - harch 3, 1896 

1t1·1rs. Darah i'. vlife of llathan A. Frye, died at her home in Cambridge, 

Thursday, at tho age of 80 years, G months. The remains will be 

brought to ,')al ell! for burial. The fun oral will bP held from 35li. 

l:ssex strc~ et thir3 aftPrnoon at 2: 30. ti 



On A.ug. 11 ~ 1897 Do.niel and L:i.zzie z. li'rye of Lachine Locke, Prov:i.nce 

of Quebec, Canada sold to Charlcr3 l~. Frye 1/3 share of 356 Essex St. 

"'rhe grantor derives his title as cl(~visee under the will of his grand-

father Nathan Frye. See also deed of Lydia A. Frye to Nathan Frye 

,June 1, 181+6. (book 1)92 page 1~85) 

On Oct. 8, 1897 Nathan A.. and Alice JI. Frye, of Cambridge, l·lass. 

transferred the:i_r 1/3 share of the land and buildinc; 356 Essex St. 

to Charles R. Frye for $1,Goo. 
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Charles F'rye remained at the 3:)6 l<ssex L)t. house until his death 

which occurred on Auu;. 2:_;,, 192'/. This simple obituary noU_ce 

appeared in the Salem Evening News: 

"Charles R. Frye, a native and lifelong resident of Salem, died 

at his home 356 J~ssex street, yesterday. He was 75 years of age. 

Burio.l private. 11 

Mr. Frye 1 s pro bate (f;/159033) lists the heirs as: 

Francis 
Charle:=; 
John H. 

c. \<'rye 

'' 
II 

llary H. " 
J\rth ur O. 11 

Grace (Frye) Rowan 
Nathan z. Frye 

Cainbridge, l:ass. 
L.A., Cal. 
Westfield, Ii .,J. 
Carnbridc;e, Hass. 
l ieclra, Pa. 
Unionville, Pa. 
Ilron, H.Y. 

Among several bequests in his will, written 
$500 each to Frank c., Charles c •. John, 
~n,ooo each to l1ary H. and Grace J:l. 

nephew 
l1 

l1 

niece 
nephew 
niece 
nephew 

on Harch 31, 1927 
Arthur o., Nathan 

were: 

·j~l,000 each to friends Edward A. Palfray and J<:dvrard F. Higbee 
1~2.000 to tho Crace Church 
11·2 .000 to the) J_;_;t Unitarian Church 

/C 

Tho reGt and residue to his late wife's ne~1ew Joseph G. Woodbury 
and his wife Adalcna B. ~oodbury. (Tl1e will was contested but allowed 
to stand) (Inventory. appendix D) 

Mrs. Adalena D. Woodbury died Dn July 24, 1966. Her obituary as 

printed in the .')alem Evening Hewe: 

11 1.:rs. Adaleno. B. \/ooclbury wife of <Joseph G. of 356 Essex street 

d:Led Sunday after a lengthy illness. 

She vras born in Beverly, dauc;hter of the late Thomas P.B. and Emma 

(Pitman) Broughton. .~)he wa13 a member of tllc First Church of Salem. 

Besides her husband. she leaves a sister, 1;rs. 11 .E. Hathaway of 

New Rochelle, N.Y.; two brothers, c. F. Broughton of South Dartmouth. 

and '11
• I. Broughton of Salem. 

Funeral F;ervice wj_ll bo :pri vato. 11 



On 11.ug. '/, 1C)G8 ,JoGcDh U. \foocl!Jury cliangecl title· of the lJroperty to 

include hir3 nevi nife ;~tella \Jooclbury. 11 1"or my title see the estate 

of Charler; n. Frye //l'.::)9033. Adalcma 13. 'i!oodbury my former wife died 

July 2L1, 19G6." (book 5'.511.9 pac;c lGO) 

Josenh G. \'!oocllmr;/ c1:Lcd on l!ov. :;, icno. Tl1is notice v1a1; printed 

in the ,Salem f~veninc; Ilevr1:;: 

"Jose·ph G. Vlooclbury, husband of i3tella (Drinkwater) 'Noodbury of 

3 c:-G l' _) • •
1 
.. SSeX ,r.;t •• clied 11onday aftnr a lone; illne13.s. 

Born :i.n Salem, con of the late l~dc;a.r r~. and l'attie E. (Glover) 

Woodbury, ·110 was a rnci11ber of the ;,:1:::.scx Inctitute and the 1st Church. 

Funeral service will be riri vo.tc. 11 

nn Aug. 20, 1981 .C!tella Woodbury and ':J:ill:iarn Ilahoney Jr. of .Salem 

o_clrnin:i.r;trator of the o.statc of !1.cl<J.lcna n. \'Ioodbury sold to Lana 

Lc0 Barrett of 2 Victory l~d., fl.pt. 3'.::i, Lynn, I la.Es. the land and 

builcling 356 l 1 ~sr:;ex ;;t. "'I'he east boundary line rune through the 

center of the hour~e on the prern:i.ses. 11 For title .see deed of JoserJh 

G. \'looclbury to ,Toccpll r;. and ;;te1lc.l odbur~J Aue;. '?, 1968. (book 

No Lor;: 'rhe I ::.:;sex Jn13tj_tutc haG j_n its photo collection one photo 
of 358 i 1~f;f;ex i!t. r1hicl1 alr>o shone Y)G \<'.c;3cx. (l!eg. ;/20?) f\.lf30 at 
tlle Institute i;,, o. 101; boolc of tlle briri; i'V:Lntnc;e'' 1-;:cpt by Hathan A. 
Jcrye • 

II. 



ricference to book rnicl paGe arc deecl books at tho Eegistry of Deeds. 
Probate nu1nberr:> are cases aJ, Peobate Court. Both offices are located 
in the same building on federal :)t. All rn aps j_n this re-port are 
not meant to be exact, just for jllustration purposes. 
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house and land around it being assigne:.: 
to \'l'idow Hannah Croo of Salem, dau,::\. 
ter of the deceased. She conV"eyed 'tr.·e 
"old dwelling house," as the house wa~ 
then called, to her brother-in-law Josepi 
.\"eal of Salem. corrlwainer, Ch.L. '-J· 

Ii24."' While I\fr. :'\eal owned the es
tate the house was burned down, in r 7 29. 
with the Estes house. which stood onlv::: 
~e~;u;it · · ""' 

Jfatt!zf«" Estes Ho:rsr. This lot was ~ ~ 
part of the lot com·eyed by Thomao 
Robbins to John Kitchen before 166..;.. 
Mr. Kitchen conveyed it to George Dea:: 
'.n or before that year. I\fr. Dean whc; 
;ms then of Salem, and a cordwainer. 
transferred the lot with a house upon it. 
for forty pount.is, to Thomas I\laule of 
Salem, tailor, Oct. 14, 16j4.t The foI
;owing affidavits show that I\Ir. I\faule 
erect;d a new house upon the lot :-

"The testimony of Eleazer Linsey aged 
about 36 yeares, & John Coates aged 
about 2 r yeares : these two p'~ons above 
"'-ritten testifieth, that when Thomas 
\Iale's new house was raised, that there 
·.;-as sufficient rome left betweene the 
:ence next Richard Croad's house, to 
-:labord the whole side of Thomas 
\[ale's new house, without removing ai;y 
~art or p'cell of y' abovesd fence, for we 
.:laborded part of y' sd new house on that 
?ide next Richard Croad's, & had roome 
enough to doe our work, betweene y• new 
.-:.ouse & the fence, from one end of : 
;aid house to the other end thereof, fo:
, " fence as neere as well could be range cl 
:·:-om one end of Thomas Male's land to 
che other end on a straite line: & to 
:he truth hearofwee abo•·esd John Coates 
,:: Eleazer Linsev. witnes. Sworne 2S : 
: une : r 6S r, before Bartholmew Gedney 
\ssist." 

"John Reei·es aged about i z yeares, 
:estifieth, yt to his knowledge, the house 
;f Tho. >Iaie bought of George Deane 
:oth stand· wholy on the town's ground. 
'-= the fence y' ienced the heads of the 

• Essex Registry of Deeds, book 43, leaf ZiO. 
c £;sex Re::,ristry »t Deed,;. book 4, Jeai 9S. 
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lotts le[t the said house witl:out about 
two foot, &: the front of T::omas :'-1.lle's 
house standeth about IJ. foot on the 
town's ground, be!ng sett. upon a sellar 
that Jno. Kitching had rn::~e :~ }" townes 
com on, sworne 2 2 : Tune : r 6S 1, before 
me Bartholmew Gednev Assist. ' 

'· Thomas Robbins· testifieth, that } 0 

fences that fenced in the Iotts that we~e 
Barber's .S: Bownes, which land was since 
John Kitcnens, ranged behind the house 

i that Thomas Mall bought of George 

t 
·; Deane, leaving the sd house wholy out 
· the sd fences ranged to Richard Crcads 

f : house or where it stands, lea;·ing some 
• · vacant land betweene the house of Rich-
$ z-: ·.'. Croade 6'.. Thomas Male, which he 
~ bought of George Deane, & was at least f the whole bredth of ye sd house, S\YOrne 
{ 23: June: r68r, beforeme,Barthoiomew 

t 
Gedney Assistar;t." ... 

;\lr. · .:.Ia:1!e conveyed to J on.:ithzi.n 
Prince of Salem, cordwincler, the lot and 
"my now pr'sent habition or dwelling 

•. place," July 30, r6Sr.t For one hun-
j dred ::ind one pounds, Mr. Prince con-
~ veyed the house. shop and !J.nd to ;.rat-
! thew Estes of Pascattaqua, mariner. ~,ray 
;; 25, r6S2.! :'.\fr. Estes died in rj23, 
f · having devised the house and lot to his J-·· grandsons Richard z.nd Ahijah Estes. 
ff The house belo_nged to_th~;n whei;i it was 
~- \... bum~,?~own, with t3e ~11 ~~22.:..,. 

I
. : ]t>sipr..""'1JlJif7:!01!Se. Tn:s w:-;s a r.art 

; of the lot sold by Thomas Robbins to 
• :, John_ ~itc~en before ~664. :'.\Ir. ~itc~en 
.., : ·sold lt to George Dean, who was owmng l ; it in that year. But Mr. Kitchen died f'·" wit~out having recei_ved or given a dee_d 
:;;. · of rt, and Kr. Robbms, gave a deed of it 
. f ;. to Robert \tc~en, son of t:ie deceased, 
J .' O:::t. II, r6j9,> but no deed to :Ur. Dean 
1 < has been found. .:.fr. Dean died possessed 
~-

1

, of the house and lot in r696, having deJ , \·ised the estate to his wif·? L';:.1."e'.!1 
-~ "Dean. She survived him, and, for 5ixt;-t pounds. conveyed the sam~ t·) her son 

.._ "Es;ex Regi;;try of Deeds, book 4 leai 7=· 

I t Es .• t'< RegLstry of Deed.,;, botJk •), leaf ! /. 
: ~;;;e" Regi~trynf l)eed~, ~)o',z f5, lea~ 53. t :. § E'>e>: Regi<ry ·.•i fleecls, b•.>ok ~· 1,.,. '.2~. 
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