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26 ~rbell8 Street 

'l'his S econc] _t,1npire or J1: 0::tns;::rri style ho1Jse vies huil t in 1871 for 

~artha }. and ~brah;:im ~dwards on a relatively new street called 

Arbella. The l3nd through which ~rbella Street runs was c2lled 

th e r e 1 i v er an c e L- 8 r k 1 n a, n 8 n c! Su s a n n ;:i .r- ::irk rn an J: 8 s tu re in t 11 e 1 6 9 0 ' s 

( 8pfend ix A). 

Arbella Street was l3id out 40 feet in ~idth and 513 feet in 

lengtri on :Dec. 24, H360 by ,Jeor~e L . .thippen. l'v;r. J:hippen WPtS 

a writer and lecturer on bontany, and knew by name all the Essex 

County plants. When the garden in back of bis house on Bridge St. 

ner.ir lle:::issnt beca_1ne too smrill to !10ld all the varieties of pl?:"lts 

which he wi~bed to ~row Mr. lhippen purchased a lot on J:leasant 

Street and in a short time he needed still more room. 

"He then purchased two snd :=i 11alf acres of land, lyinc; between 

Brid~e S~reet and Collins Cove, bounded by railroad tracks to 

lhillips Wharf on one side and extending along the cove as far 

2s the :present C;s;c;ood Street. lle l:::tid out Arbella StreAt ;:ind 

planted the trees on it and eveloped the g;::i,rden, at first raisin~ 

vegetables only, then entirely replr.icing them with rare trees, 

shrubs, hed~es of large peonies of all colors, snowball trees, 

a rose ~arden, delicate hyacinths, verbenas, graceful columbines, 

prickly pears (opuntia), velvety pansies, iris, showy phlox, and 

lilacs; each in turn attracted the eye and gave of their fra~r~nce. 

in the rows and rows of pl2nts. 

There were retainin~ walls on two sides of the garden, ~nd on one 

was a bath house. uther smRll buildings were covered by trellises 

2nd arbors on which han~in~ vines such as wisteria snd honeysuckle 

grew profusely. The one at the head of the Jarden had a piazzn; 

tools were kept on the first floor and there wns 2 rest room on 

the second; the one at the foot of the Garden hid the water pi~es 

and hose. There ~8S a small summerhouse built over the ~~~e cf 

the ~ool where waterlilies gre~, ~nd just beyond was R rockery 
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;ind more dist'lnt S0.lem h::i.rbor. /mother building housed the 

telescope, ~here one could h2ve the ::i.dditionnl ple8sure of 

viewins the stars ::i.t nisht. ,,;r. Ross Turner, the artist, 

brousht his classes here for ~ater color sketching for several 

seasons. ~any of these paintin~s still exist and with a few 

p110to::;raphs are all that rerr;:c~in of this once glorious g:J.rden. 11 

( Gard ens o f u 1 d Sri le i ) 

;11r. }hippen 11ad sold most of his land on the west side of 

Arbella Street by 1865, exceft for a 112' X 148' lot (this 

included what is now #26) whict was used as a g::i.rden until 

1869. 

On June 5, 18 69 George and '";:-... ry l'.. .r h ippen sold for tb e sum of 

~546 a lot of land to George H. ~arren: 
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(book 783 page 299) 

The tax records for 1870 sho~ tlO Arbella (now h26) was a lot 

50' X 112' valued at 8500 and owned by Jeorge H. Warren. 

(Q;n L;:=iy 25, 1870 Jeorge :ri. \'.';:,rren sold the sa.ne parcel of land 

to ~artha }. Edwards wife of ~braham Edwards for the sum of 

~.600 (book 798 page 12). 



1-r i o r to 1 no v i n :_; i n to th e i r new ·h om e on A r be 11 :=i S t. th e Ed w ::i rd s 

fcimily lived on .68rton St. h:r. ~dwards worked for mrtny years 

0t the lfournke0g Cotton 1;1ills as a cl.0th folder. ·The te,x records 

~how the progress of their new house: 

1871 Abraham ~awards - house 10 Arbella unfinished ~6~G S3,000 
land 5600 feet GOO 

t2x :G20.40 
poll,tax 2.00 

f 22. 40 

1872 Abraham Edwards - house vrilue 2~3,000 
land 600 

tax 
poll tax 

~i61.20 
2.00 

!:;63:20 

The adjoinin~ lot was purchased by Martha}. Edwards on April 15, 
1872: 
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(book 851 page SS) 



~~rthB sold this 8djoinin3 lot to SRrah H. ilummer wife of 

\'/illiam ll., on Sept. 6, 1872 v1ith the condition "so lons as 

the grantors or son George shRll own and occupy the adjoining 

property the grantees shall not erect any building or structure 

in the rear of the dwellin~ house now standing on the premises 

over 16 feet high or tbis deed will be void" (book 862 page L?'J), 

For whatever the reason, the ilummers sold the lana and buildi~g 

back to ,,iar,tha :t:dward s on Sept. 1, 1873 (book 887 p8ge 283). 

'l'he 11380 census ~ives a closer look at the occupants of th is 

house: 

Abraham Edwards 8ge 51 born Uass. 
1\'lartha II II 51 keeps house II II 

George L. II II 27 son - drug_;ist II II 

Ida II II 24 d::rn3;h t er-in-1;:,w II II 

G: eor5e L. " II 3 grandson II II 

V/ ill iam rl . II " 2 grandson II II 

/il iza beth Lee II 54 sister-in-law II II 

2nd family 

Elmer E. :t ike age 29 tailor born Mass. 
Alice L. II II 25 wife II II 

Alice 15. II II r daughter 0 
11 II 

The Salem directory for the year 1882 indicates that Abraham 

was, at that time, a clerk in bis son's drug store at 81 Bridge 

St. (appendix B). 

The tax recoras for the next few years are as follows: 

10-11.rbella St. 

1885 Abralrnrn Edwards 
J-eorge l. 11 

i,lrner ~. i-ike II 

55 
32 
34 

owner - house 82,500-land ~600 

2,700 
1888 Abraham Ldwards, no occupation owner - house ~;J,-§.QG 

Jeorge 
.blrner .t ike 

II 

land 600 



~r. ~dwards died on Sept. 29, 1P91. So1r!e :c1ccount of }1is life 

w 8 s g iv en in an o b i tu a r y no t i c e w r i t t en for th e Sale 111 j~ e w s : 

"Abrah8m .t:r'Jwqrds, one of S"lle;' s oldest citizens dropped de;od 

fro 1 n beart disease at tt1e residence of his son on Conant St., 

Saturday niJ;11t. 

The deceased had been at work about the house during the day, 

and was preparing to go home when death ca~e. He had been a 

life-long resident of this city, and was a large property holder. 

His circle of friends was large. He leaves a widow and son. 

Ile never joined any secret society or fraternal organization, 

expressing a strong, though not bitter, dislike to t~em all. 

When the news of Ar. Edwards' death was made known to ~rs. 

~dwards, she was prostrated, and serious doubts were entertained 

at the time for her recovery. She rallied, however, later.'' 

The V1x records for 1~595: 

# 10 11..rbella 
J\l rs. .t:dward s owner 

Elmer E. iike age 44 tailor 

#12 Arbella 

.,~artha 1. E<'lwards 
lan<'l 

$2,700 
600 

~eorge L. Edwards no occupation age 41 owner M.}. Edwards 21,0C: 
George .L. " clerk " 18 

The directory listing for 1900 gives the occupants as: 

Elmer E. kike, tailor at 213 Essex St. 
Mrs. Abraham ~awards 

The }ike family bad moved on by 1904 as indicated in the tax rEcords: 

#10 ~artha Edwards owner- house $2,700,l"lnd ~1,CCC 
Richard Johnson, sh oeinaker 

f/12 Joseph riiggins, plumber -;=ige 29 owner ~rs. Edwards 
house :.a, 000 
land 1,000 

Aartha ~. bdwards died on April 20, 1905. This simple notice 

appeared in a local newspaper: 

~artha }. Edwards died at the home of her son at 7g Webb s~. 

-She was tbe widow of 1-1.branam. 77 years 5 montlis 



A 11 of i11rs. Bdvm rd s property was bequeathed to her grri no children' 

William H., Jeorge L., bessie 1. and Chester L. Edwards (probate 

#96531). The shares of Jeorge 1., Bessie L. and Chester L. were 

sold to William H. Edwards shortly after the death of Wartha: 
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(book 1900 P~Bes 352-354) 

William Edwards leased the property (now #26) to the followinJ: 

1905 Lewis E. ~ates - shoecutter 
hichard Johnso~ - sole sorter 

1907 James A. Snith - watch repairman 
J~nes H. ~urphy - motorman 

1909 James A. Smith 
~arren ~. iitz - clerk 

..= 
"' 

~ --t) 
_Q 

o/ 
Cl. 



On June 24, 1910 William ri. ~awards, of Lynn, sold to Alice R . 

•• ieek the s;:irne land ::ma buildings sold to him in hook lP,00 pr:1ces 

352-354 (now 026,28,30 & 32) Rlso another parcel on hrbella St, 

(now ii 22 & 24) (hook 2029 page 570). 

The directory listing for 1912: 

Warren Fitz 
George G. Moreland - janitor at district court 
George F. ~oreland - letter c;:irrier, also teacher of dancin~ at 

10 Arbella St. 
Florence E. koreland 

The taxes for 1914 reveal an increase in valuation: 

#10 Arbella owner Alice ~eek - house 83,000,land 81,100 
Occupants 

Edward H. Morin - foreman,age 35 
Edward F. Cottle - a~e 44 

0n ~arch 25, 1914 the property was transferred to Thomas Xilvert 

(book 2274 page 297) who in turn transferred the title to M2~elle 

F. Warner and Annie~. Aeek on Sept. 25, 1914 (book 2275 page 209). 

The tenants over the years were: 

1915 Edward F. Cottle - morocco dresser 
Edward W. Cottle 
E. H. iviorin - foreman at 28 Goodhue St. 

1917 (This is the year in which the street was renumbered -
#10 was changed to #26) 

J. Hahn - ice man 

1918 Vacant 

1921 Harry A. Crossley 
J. A. Rivard - shoe worker 

1922 same 

1924 same 

1926 William J. Fennelly 
~rs. A. J. iliggins, 

- leather worker 
widDW of ])avid } . 

1929 ~rs. Annie J. Higgins 
Raymond E. Skelly 

1933 Annie Hi~gins, widow of Lavid 1. 
Catherine Nestor, widow of J. J. Nestor 
Katherine S. Nestor - nurse 



On Dec. 10, 1948 Annie A. Hutchins (formerly Meek) widow, of 

Belmont, Mass and ;nabelle F. ~dlard (formerly Warner) widow, of 

£leasantville, N. Y., sold to Ida M. Hiegins, Lot Cason plan 

(appendix Cy in plan book 476 page 300 (book 3637 page 200). 

lReference to book and page 2re deed books at the Registry of 
Deeds, all probate numbers can be found in }robate Court. Both 
are located in the same building on Federal St., Salem. All m~ps 
in this report are not meant to be exact - just for illustr8tion 
purposes) 
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SALEM IN 1700. NO. 19. 83 

Deliverance Parkman and Susanna 
f'.:y!:man Pasture. This tract of twelve 
acres of land originally consisted of si.." 
tv;.)-acre lots apparently running north 
:ind south. When the writer first learns of 
Lliem, there are three lots,first,a six-acre lot, 
then a two-acre lot, and beyond that a four­
:;.cre lot. The six-acre lot belonged, very 
early, probably originally, to Henry Cook. 
:t then passed to Dr. George Emery; and 
':::efore 1649 to John Gedney. The two­
.,_cre let belonged, very early, and probably 
originally, to Richard Graves, who, for 
forty-two shillings and six pence, conveyed 
: to John Gedney Jan. l, x649.• The 

'.o'.u-acre lot belonged, very early, and 
pobably originally, to Michael Ward. He 
d'ed, and it passed to his widow Margaret, 
·.-:ho married, secondly, Thomas Rix, 
: ·1rber. ~[r. and Mrs. Rix, for five pounds, 
,:,nveyed it to 1Ir. Gedney 15: 3: r655.t 
'.! r. Gedney, ior many years. conducted 
:ne Ship tavern, and this pasture, being 
'J>ed in connection with that inn, became 
known as the ·' Ship Tavera pasture.'' 
\!r. Gedney died in 1688, havingdevised 
tr.e lot. one-half t6 Susanna Gedney. 
widow of his son John Gedney, and her 
. :h;'.dren by her said husband, and the 
other half to the testator's son Colr Bar­
:holomew Gedney. Colonel Gedney died 
Feb. 18, 169i·8, possessed of his half of 
!he lot; and his children, Samuel Gedney, 
Hannah Grafton, Lydia Corwine, Bethiah 
< ;edney and Deborah Gedney, all of Salem, 
·:c:;\·eyed the same interest to their uncle 
lohn'sw:dow, Susannah, who had married 
: eliverance Parkman, of Salem, William 
\ ;edney of Salem, merchant, and Nathan­
:d Gedney of Salem, mariner, the owners 
· ·f the other part, Dec. lo, 1698.t 
:· )Urteen days later, \\-illiam Gedney of 
::02'.cm, merchant, and Nathaniel Gedney 
~t Salem, mariner, only surviving children 
•_•f :\Irs. Susannah Parkman, conveyed the 
":i: :o the latter's husband, Deliverance 

'.::":;sex Registry of Deeds. book I, leaves 27 
'."_"'!.: :0. 

·[~;sex Re,;' c,f Deeds, book r, leaYes 27 
... :-:~ 30. ~ 

: !-:--ex Rtgi5lly of Deeus, book 18. leaf I 38. 

Parkman of Salem, merchant.* Mr. and 
Mrs. Parkman owned the lot a number of 
years after qoo. 

Jeremiah .LVeal Lot. This was a portion 
of the ancient Tuck lot, which was owned 
by Nicholas Howard, a fisherman, in the 
early settlement of the town. On this 
corner. was his dwelling house. The 
depositions of Edward Gaskin, aged about 
seventy, and Francis Skerry, aged sixty­
six years or thereabouts, severally testify 
" that Nicholas Hayward had to his 
Knowledge a house plott, on which he y• 
said Hayward did live uppon, when he 
came first to Salem, this sd house plott 
scituate & lying in Salem, upon the west 
comer of John N eales land, which lyeth 
as I goe from Salem Ipswich ward on the 
right hand: this abouesd p'cell of ground 
or house plott being bounded on the east 
or south east corner with the well w'ch 
was in y• sd house plott, & westerly neere 
upon a square home to y• sd N eales now 
standing fence by the road, & from y• sd 
well neere upon a square to y• sd Neale's 
now standing fence sotherly, & further he 
saith not. Taken upon oath 22 : 3 mo: 
74. Wm. Hathorne Assistant."t Mr . 
Howard (or Hayward) removed to Beverly 
(then called Cape Ann Side) about 1641, 
but retained the house and lot. The 
house was probably gone soon afterward. 
After his death, his son Nathaniel Hayward 
of Salem, for twenty shillings, conveyed 
the lot, namely, "that house plott which 
yet is well known yt my father Nicholas 
Hayward did live on. when he did live in 
Salem tmme,'' Dec. 14, r6Sr.t The 
narrow strip on the southwestern side of 
the lot, being about two feet wide at the 
southern end and running to a point at 
the other end, was granted to T eremiah 
Neale Jan. 24, 1681, as hereinafter 
stated.! :\fr. Neale owned the lot until; 
after l 700. 

L,vdia Hart Lot. This lot was a por­
tion of the Tuck lot, which was owned by 

•Essex Registry of Deeds, book r3, leaf !02. 
tEssex Registry of Deeds, book 6, leaf 35 . 
:::nook of Grants, Salem Town Records, page 

qo. 
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GEORGE L. ED\V ARDS, 

F::S::AR~ACIST 
Dlo:ALER IN 

l?vas :oaocs, 
CHEMICALS, PATENT MEDICINES, 

Perfumery, Toilet Articles, &c . 

81 Bridge St., Salem. 

J. J. GRIFFIN, 
124 Boston Street, Salem., Massir, 

-DEALER~-

& -= • 1W d••: ~~.-- rRl'ik · ;~ """'I' s:r·ugs~ n8 j .f:6lll8S, -~·uem1ea: 1S, 
Fine Toilet Soaps, Brushes, Combs, &c. 

~erfumety and Fancy 'I'oilet Articles in Grea.t Variety. 
Pure :Brandy~ Wines and Liquors for Medicinal Purposes. 

Plo!fririaJU' Pre.criplS-. d~Kralelfl Co•po.....ted. 

CSA$.- ... s:sS'2:%FOaXl>, 
APOTHECARY, 

.N'O. 80 BOSTON ST BEET, - - S.!lLEM. 
Physicians' Prescriptions Compounded Day or Night. 

BENJAMIN WEBB, 

APOTHECARY, 
54 ESSEX STREET, Salem, Mass • 
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