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OWNERSHIP TABLE 

 

Family Name Years of 
Ownership 

Number 
of Years 

Purchase 
Price 

Deed 
Referenced 

Notes, 
Additional 
Documents 
or Deeds 

Flint Harrison 
Orlando 

1865-1895 
 
 

28 
 
 

House: “Five 
hundred 
seventy 
dollars and 
83/100” 
Lot: “Twenty-
eight hundred 
fifty-four 
dollars and 
17/100” 

690-151 
725-124 

“Dwelling 
house and 
a wood 
shed” 

Mary Augusta 
(née Leighton) 

1865-1921 54 see above   

John Clarence 1896-1922 26    

Grace L. 
(née Bryant) 

1922-1935 13    

Cass Mary Josephine 
(née Nagle) 

1935-1972 
 

37 
 

“Sixty Four 
Hundred 
Dollars Paid” 

3027-256  

William Robert 1935-1936 1 see above   

Janet 
(née 
Macdonald) 

1969-2013 44    

William Francis 1988-2001 13    

William Francis 
III 

2001-2013 12    

 Renewal 
Ventures LLC 

2013+ 8+ $425,000 33049-316 Converted 
home to 
condos 

 
 
 



 
 

RESIDENTS TABLE 
 

Directory Year Residents Occupation 

1869 - 1895 
1869 - 1921 
1897 - 1922 

1900 - 1926 (census) 
1936 - 1964 
1936 - 1937 
1936 - 2001 

1940 
1949-2013 

 

Harrison O. Flint 
Mary A. Flint (née Leighton) 

John Clarence Flint 
Grace L. Flint (née Bryant) 
Mary J. Cass (née Nagle) 

William R. Cass 
William F. Cass 

Catherine F. Nagle 
Janet Cass (née Macdonald) 

 
 

Shoe Dealer 
No Occupation Listed 

Bookkeeper, Accountant 
No Occupation Listed 

Manager “The Roseway” 
Boxmaker, Manager “Pick-Nook” 

Restaurant Manager 
unknown 

Bridal Headpiece Designer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

16 Summer Street 
Courtesy of Massachusetts Cultural Resource Information System 

 
 

 

16 Summer Street 
Courtesy of Patriot Properties, Salem 

 
 The area of 16 Summer Street borders the Chestnut Street and McIntire Historic 

Districts, two of Salem’s most popular areas. Both historic districts house hundreds of homes 

that range from the late 17th century to mid-20th century. Much of the Chestnut Street area was 



owned by the notable John Pickering, who began to sell his plots of land in the mid to late 18th 

century, a reason many Chestnut Street homes were built after this.  

 

There are many styles of homes included in these neighborhoods, one being Italianate, 

the style of 16 Summer Street. This style of home was derived from medieval Italian farmhouses 

and villas and become popular after the Civil War. Many of these style homes were built 

between 1865 and the late 1880s when their popularity began to fade. Italianate style homes 

are usually relatively square homes with bracketed eaves (which are directly under the roofline). 

16 Summer Street includes the Italianate feature of a 3 faceted bay window which is central on 

the façade and draws attention to the home. As seen in the photos above, these features have 

remained intact throughout the years, giving this home the historic character of its time.  

 

FAMILY HISTORY 

 

In 1865 Sarah Smith, a teacher, sold her family’s plot of land on Summer Street north of 

Peirce land and south of the Danes family. Sarah was the latest in a long line of Smith women 

to own and live in this property, going back to the beginning of the 19th century with the demise 

of the last Smith patriarch, Father John Smith. In 1865, however, she sold her five-sixths of the 

lot to a wealthy shoe dealer named Harrison Flint1. Flint obtained the last one-sixth from Lemuel 

B. Marden, a prosthetics manufacturer and carpenter2 who lived nearby at 22 North Street,3 

though his ward lived on the lot that Flint was interested in obtaining. After gaining all the shares 

of land, Flint likely rebuilt the house we know as 16 Summer Street around 1866 or 1867, where 

there is a vacancy in the city directory and there are no known inhabitants of the property. 

 
1 Essex County, Massachusetts, Deed Book 682: 100. 
2 “United States Federal Census, Salem Ward 4, Essex, Massachusetts, 1870.” Digital images. 
Ancestry.com. https://ancestry.com 
3 “Salem, Massachusetts, City Directory, 1864;” Digital images. Ancestry.com. https://ancestry.com 



 

Flint Family 

Harrison Orlando Flint was born in 1828 as a Salem native4. By the time that he bought 

the property and lands surrounding it he was a successful shoe dealer in a Salem economy 

propelled by tanneries and textile factories. While the house was under construction, the Flints 

were living at 2 Ash Street5 (as of 1866), and then moved into the new house by 18696 with his 

wife Mary Augusta Flint (born 1831), their teenager Annie Sarah (born 1853), and their child 

John Clarence (born 1860). In addition, by 1870, they had hired on the services of an Irish 

maid7. 

 

In 1878, when his widowed neighbor Hannah Peirce died, Flint had the means to buy 

her estate at 10 and 12 Summer Street at auction8, and quickly sold and leased the properties 

to new tenants. Of note, 10 Summer Street came to be inhabited by his daughter Annie when 

she married George Ropes, a retail druggist9 -- the land was owned by the couple until Annie’s 

death in 1917, after which it fell to the hands of an attorney named W. D. Chapple10, who had 

dealings with the Flint family in the past. 

 

 
4 “U.S. Town and Vital Records, 1620 - 1988;” Digital images. Ancestry.com. https://ancestry.com 
5 “1866 Salem City Directory - Name Listings;” Digital images. Salem Public Library Reference 
Department. https://www.noblenet.org/salem/reference/salem-city-directories 
6  “1869 Salem City Directory - General Directory;” Digital images. Salem Public Library Reference 
Department. https://www.noblenet.org/salem/reference/salem-city-directories 
7Year: 1870; Census Place: Salem Ward 3, Essex, Massachusetts; Roll: M593_613; Page: 590A 
 
 
8 Essex County, Massachusetts, Deed Book 1001: 55, 56. 
9 “United States Federal Census, Salem Ward 3, Essex, Massachusetts, 1910.” Digital images. 
Ancestry.com. https://ancestry.com 
10 “Salem, Massachusetts, City Directory, 1922;” Digital images. Ancestry.com. https://www.ancestry.com 



On August 21st 1895 Harrison died from angina pectoris11. He was survived by his wife 

Mary and their son John, who was at the time of death working as an assistant bank clerk12. 

John inherited his father’s estate and took over as legal head of the household. In 1897, he 

married Grace L. Bryant (born 1868) of Medford, in Grace’s hometown. John moved back into 

16 Summer Street, where he lived with his mother and wife into the start of the next century. He 

would work later as a professional bookkeeper and accountant13. Mary died in 1921, and John 

swiftly followed the next year14. 

 

Upon their deaths, John’s wife Grace inherited 16 Summer Street. Grace had been living 

with her husband and her in-laws since marriage, but after John’s death she only inhabited 16 

Summer Street for a short amount of time, listing it as a primary residence in 192615, and then 

leaving it vacant by 192916 -- she did not live in Salem at that time. 

 

Cass Family 

The house remained either vacant or unlisted in city directories until 193517, when the 

land and property were granted to Mary Josephine Cass (née Nagle, born 1892) and her 

husband William Robert Cass (born 1895), a box-maker who had just become manager of the 

 
11 “Deaths 1891-1895; Vol 35, Collard-Frepanier;” Digital images. Massachusetts, U.S., Town and Vital 
Records, 1620-1988. https://ancestry.com 
12 “United States Federal Census, Salem Ward 3, Essex, Massachusetts, 1900.” Digital images. 
Ancestry.com. https://ancestry.com 
13 “United States Federal Census, Salem Ward 3, Essex, Massachusetts, 1920.” Digital images. 
Ancestry.com. https://ancestry.com 
14 “Massachusetts, U.S., Death Index, 1901-1980, Volumes 66-145;” Digital images. Department of Public 
Health, Registry of Vital Records and Statistics. Accessed through Ancestry.com. https://ancestry.com 
15 “1926 Salem City Directory - Name Listings;” Digital images. Salem Public Library Reference 
Department. https://www.noblenet.org/salem/reference/salem-city-directories 
16“1929 Salem City Directory - Name Listings;” Digital images. Salem Public Library Reference 
Department. https://www.noblenet.org/salem/reference/salem-city-directories 
17 “1935 Salem City Directory - Name Listings;” Digital images. Salem Public Library Reference 
Department. https://www.noblenet.org/salem/reference/salem-city-directories 



Pick-nook Diner18. Mary was also a Salem native, born to Irish coachman-turned-gardner 

Bernard and his wife Catherine. Mary had two siblings: her twin Catherine Frances, and her 

brother Henry. 

 

William R. only lived in the house for a year before his death in 1936, at the age of 41. 

The following year, Mary converted the house into a guest house, restaurant, and tea room 

named the Roseway. She lived there with her son William Francis Cass (born 1918) and held 

many short-term tenants throughout the guest house’s history, including those from Texas, 

Austria, and New York19. One of these tenants included Catherine Frances, Mary’s twin and a 

clerical worker in Boston -- she lodged with the family from 193720 until her death in 196021. 

 

In 1946 William Francis enlisted with the U.S. Navy. When he returned, he married Janet 

M. Macdonald (born 1918) in 1949. Janet was born in Berlin, New Hampshire, but moved to 

Salem and graduated from Salem High School in 1935. After her marriage she stayed with her 

husband’s family. During this time William Francis worked at the Corinthian Yacht Club and 

waited tables, eventually managing the Worcester Country Club, the Sippican Yacht Club, and 

the Say-Hi Restaurant. Janet worked as a secretary in the law office of Charles Halladay, as a 

server in her family’s Macdonald’s Tea Room, and managed the Boutique Bridal Salon making 

headpieces22. Together they had four children: William III, Janet, Robert, and Edward. 

 

 
18  “United States Federal Census, Salem Ward 3, Essex, Massachusetts, 1930.” Digital images. 
Ancestry.com. https://ancestry.com 
19   “United States Federal Census, Salem Ward 3, Essex, Massachusetts, 1940.” Digital images. 
Ancestry.com. https://ancestry.com 
20  “1937 Salem City Directory - Name Listings;” Digital images. Salem Public Library Reference 
Department. https://www.noblenet.org/salem/reference/salem-city-directories 
21  “Deaths 1901-1980;” Digital images. Department of Public Health, Registry of Vital Records and 
Statistics. Accessed through Ancestry.com. https://ancestry.com 
22 “Obituary: Cass, Janet M.” Salem News, 12 September 2013. 



In 1969, Mary made Janet the co-owner of 16 Summer Street, and Janet inherited the 

estate upon Mary’s death in 197223. In 1988 William Francis signed on as co-owner of 16 

Summer Street and remained as such until his death in 200124. Upon his death, his title was 

granted to their son William F. Cass III, and William III was made a trustee of the property. After 

Janet M.’s death in 2013, William III granted the property to Renewal Ventures LLC. Renewal 

Ventures LLC then converted the home into four units of a condominium complex, occupied at 

the time of writing by Abhijit Kamerkar, Halley Zummo, Gabriel Flavin, Alison Eagle, Nicholas 

Rushman, Brett Dixon, and Abbey Newkirk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
23  Essex County, Massachusetts, Deed Book 5977: 367. 
24  Essex County, Massachusetts, Deed Book 9569: 56. 
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Inventory No: SAL.1492   

Historic Name:

Common Name:

Address: 16 Summer St

 

City/Town: Salem

Village/Neighborhood: Central Salem

Local No: 26-467

Year Constructed: c 1865

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s): Italianate

Use(s): Multiple Family Dwelling House

Significance: Architecture

Area(s):
SAL.HJ: Chestnut Street Historic District
SAL.HU: McIntire Historic District

Designation(s):
Nat'l Register District (08/28/1973); Local Historic District
(03/03/1981)

Building Materials(s):
Wall: Wood; Wood Clapboard
Foundation: Brick; Granite; Stone, Cut

 

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing
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note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5. 

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer
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FORM B - BUILDING 
NRDIS 8/28/1973; LHD 3/3/1981 

Assessor's 
Number 

USGS Quad A r e a ( s ) Form Number 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s A r c h i v e s B u i l d i n g 
220 M o r r i s s e y B o u l e v a r d 
Boston, M a s s a c h u s e t t s 02125 

26-467 Salem HU 1492 

Town Salem 

R e s i d e n t i a l 

tV\̂ yLV\ 1?) 1^1 C p l a c e (neighborhood or v i l l a g e ) 

C e n t r a l Salem 

16 Summer S t r e e t 

.c Name 

'resent 

r i g i n a l 

C o n s t r u c t i o n c. 1865-1868 

See B i b l i o g r a p h y * 

orm I t a l i a n a t e 

c t / B u i l d e r 

r M a t e r i a l : 

b i o n G r a n i t e , B r i c k 

W a l l / T r i m Clapboard/Wood 

Roof Not V i s i b l e 

O u t b u i l d i n g s / S e c o n d a r y S t r u c t u r e s 

Major A l t e r a t i o n s ( w i t h d a t e s ) B a l u s t r a d e on 
po r c h ( l a t e 20th C.) 

Recorded by: Susan C e c c a c c i , Roger Reed 
and Dianne L. S i e r g i e j 

O r g a n i z a t i o n : Commonweal C o l l a b o r a t i v e ^ 

I l L i ^ r 

Date: J u l y 1995 

C o n d i t i o n 

Moved X no 
l --'.Oft. ,ri;*v yt, 

Acreage 

Good 

yes Date 

7,527 SF 

S e t t i n g Set d i r e c t l y on s i d e w a l k on a 
major s t r e e t i n a d e n s e l y - s e t t l e d , mixed-
use neighborhood o f p r i m a r i l y 19th-century 
b u i l d i n g s . 

SEP 2 9 199; 

¥ MASS. HIST. COMM. V 



( 

BUILDING FORM 16 Summer S t r e e t 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet. 
D e s c r i b e a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s . Evaluate the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of t h i s b u i l d i n g i n terms of other b u i l d i n g s 
w i t h i n the community. 

T h i s t h r e e s t o r y , h i p - r o o f e d house has t h r e e bays on t h e s t r e e t f a c a d e . 
The main e n t r a n c e i s on t h e south s i d e under a o n e - s t o r y p o r c h j u s t e a s t o f a 
t h r e e - s t o r y wing. A t w o - s t o r y e l l extends from t h e r e a r o f t h e b u i l d i n g . 
I t a l i a n a t e f e a t u r e s i n c l u d e : t h e boxy shape o f t h e b u i l d i n g ; broad, b r a c k e t e d 
eaves w i t h a shaped f r i e z e ; a b r a c k e t e d t h r e e - f a c e t e d bay window; window 
dim e n s i o n s t h a t d e c r e a s e a t each a s c e n d i n g f l o o r l e v e l ; v a r i e d , e l a b o r a t e 
window caps i n c l u d i n g k eystone-and-bracket w i t h shaped c o r n i c e , k eystone-and-
c o r n i c e , and l a b e l l e d ; 2/2 sash; b r a c k e t e d p o r c h w i t h chamfered p o s t s ; and a 
l a r g e , molded door frame w i t h transom and d o u b l e - l e a f d o o r s . Of no t e i s t h e 
s u b s t a n t i a l s i z e , e l a b o r a t e n e s s , and weight o f t h e ornamental elements seen 
here, m o s t l y c o n c e n t r a t e d on t h e s t r e e t f acade. 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet. 
D i s c u s s the h i s t o r y of the b u i l d i n g . E x p l a i n i t s a s s o c i a t i o n s with l o c a l (or s t a t e h i s t o r y . Include uses 
of the b u i l d i n g and the r o l e ( s ) the owners/occupants played w i t h i n the community. 

The o r n a m e n t a t i o n on t h i s house i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f t h a t commonly employed i n 
t h e y e a r s a f t e r t h e C i v i l War when t h e I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e was p o p u l a r i z e d 
t h r o u g h p a t t e r n books. H a r r i s o n 0. F l i n t o c c u p i e d t h i s I t a l i a n t e s t y l e double 

* house as e a r l y as 1869. F l i n t shared t h i s b u i l d i n g w i t h George F. Ropes a t 
J l e a s t i n t o t h e 1880's. F l i n t owned a boot & shoe b u s i n e s s a t 210 Es s e x 
\ S t r e e t . Ropes o p e r a t e d an apothecary shop a t 214 Essex S t r e e t . F l i n t r e t a i n e d 

ownership o f t h i s p r o p e r t y , and t h e double house a t 12-14 Summer S t r e e t , as 
l a t e as 1911. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES X See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet. 

*Salem D i r e c t o r i e s , 1866, 1869, 1878, 1879, 1887, 1888-89, 1897. 
Be e r s , D. G. & Company, A t l a s o f Essex County, M a s s a c h u s e t t s , 

1872. 
Hopkins, G. M. & Co., A t l a s o f Salem, M a s s a c h u s e t t s , 1874. 
M c l n t y r e , Henry C. E., Map of t h e C i t y o f Salem, Mass, 1851. 
R i c h a r d s , L. J . , A t l a s o f t h e C i t y o f Salem, M a s s a c h u s e t t s . . . . , 

1897. 
Sanborn Map Company, Sanborn F i r e I n surance Maps o f Salem, 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 1890 New York, Sanborh"Map~Co., 1890. 
Sanborn Map Company, Sanborn F i r e Insurance Map o f Salem, Mass., 

1906, New York, Sanborn Map Co., 1906. 
Sanborn Map Company, Sanborn F i r e I n surance Map o f Salem, Mass., 

1906 t o Feb., 1950, New York, Sanborn Map Co., 1950. 
Walker L i t h o g r a p h and P u b l i s h i n g Company, A t l a s o f t h e C i t y o f 

Salem, M a s s a c h u s e t t s , 1911. 

Recommended f o r l i s t i n g i n t h e N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r o f H i s t o r i c P l a c e s ; 
I f checked, see attached N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r C r i t e r i a Statement form. 
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Date / fl/f^Style 

S o u r c e of Date <^^. 0 ^ ^ _ S<ap u2-n ^ 

A r c h i t e c t 

D e t e r i o r a t e d M o v e d A l t e r e d 

I M P O R T A N C E of s i t e to a r e a : G r e a t L i t t l e None S I T E endange r ed by_ 

4 . D E S C R I P T I O N 

F O U N D A T I O N / B A S E M E N T : ^ g i g h ^ k e g u l a r L o w M a t e r i a l : 

W A L L C O V E R : W o o d _, B r i c k Stone O t h e r 

S T O R I E S : 1 2 3 4 C H I M N E Y S : 1 2 3 4 

A T T A C H M E N T S : W i n g s E l l Shed D e p e n d e n c y 

P O R C H E S : 1 2 3 4 

C e n t e r E n d C l u s t e r E l a b o r a t e I r r e g u l a r 

S i m p l e / C o m p l e x 
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C o r n e r s : ^ P M ^ ) P i l a s t e r s Q u o i n s O b s c u r e d 

O U T B U I L D I N G S L A N D S C A P I N G 

5. i nd i c a t e l o c a t i o n of s t r u c t u r e on map b e l o w 6. Foo tage of s t r u c t u r e f r o m s t r e e t 
|^ ( H P r o p e r t y has feet f rontage on s t r e e t 

R e c o r d e r 
S U M . K G t z _ _ 

F o r NOV 1967 

V/4 

P h o t o a -o<r 2.5-8 -/-3&$ 
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z a t i o n be f o r e u s i n g t h i s f o r m . (See R e v e r s e Side) 
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F O R U S E W I T H I M P O R T A N T S T R U C T U R E S ( Indicate any i n t e r i o r f e a t u r e s of note) 

F i r e p l a c e 

O t h e r 

G I V E A B R I E F D E S C R I P T I O N O F H I S T O R I C I M P O R T A N C E O F S I T E (Re f e r and e l a b o r a t e 
o n t h e m e c i r c l e d on f r on t o f f o r m ) 

S.H.D.S.C., VOL. I l l , P. 112, Rating. 2; Period: 3rd Qtr. 

s t o r y , end-to-the-street, wooien house w i t h a side entrance 
f l i g h t of s t a i r s i s i n the I t a l i a n a t e style.** 

R E F E R E N C E (Where was t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n o b t a i n e d ? Wha t book , r e c o r d s , e t c . ) 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y 

O r i g i n a l O w n e r : 
D e e d I n f o r m a t i o n : B o o k N u m b e r P a g e , R e g i s t r y of D e e d s 

^ ̂ h i Q. ~fc]p i ' 6 9 
piazza up a 


