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13 Cambridge Street 

This house was built by Pemberton Hale, Salem housewright, in 1839. 

In the 18th century this land was part of a larger tract belonging to the 
Neal family of Salem; eventually this large parcel was subdivided. This 
particular lot was assembled in 1832 and 1839 by Theodore Littlefield, 
Salem mariner turned mason (274:77; 312:5). On 4 Feb 1839 for $300 
Mr Littlefield sold the houselot, bounded 33' on Cambridge Street, to 
Salem housewright Pemberton Hale, provided that Mr Hale was not to 
erect any buildings on the northern side of the property for twenty years, 
unless Mr Littlefield consented to it (310:285). 

Mr Hale probably began construction of the house soon after purchasing 
the land; it was finished by summer 1840, and may have been habitable 
a year earlier. Salem valuation records show that in 1839 Mr Hale had 
just moved to Cambridge Street from ward four, and that in 1840 (spring­
time) he was assessed for half of a house worth $700, and for this, an 
"unfinished.house" on Cambridge Street, worth $500. It must then have 
been unfinished in minor details only, for in 1841 the same house was 
valued, as a finished house, for that same $500. Mr Hale built this house 
for himself and his family, and here they lived until 1852. 

Pemberton Hale was born in Rowley, Mass., 23 Oct 1805, son of 
Pemberton and Susannah (Jewett) Hale; he had moved to Salem by 11 Oct 
1830, when he married Martha Ford, by whom he had children James F. 
and Susan Jewett Hale. Mrs Hale lived here but a few years before dying 
of consumption (tuberculosis) on 4 June 1842, aged 31 years. On 9 Sept 
1845, he, still a housewright, married Lydia Hale (b.15 Dec 1811) of 
Newburyport, and they had at least three children, of whom only Lydia 
Ann survived to maturity. 

Mr Hale, a member of the Tabernacle Church, eventually gave up carpentry 
for the grocery business, being senior member of the firm of Hale and 
Sanborn. His grocery store, now gone, stood on the north side of Norman 
Street at the corner of Summer Street; the business was later carried on 
by his son James. Mr Hale served as the foreman of the Hook & Ladder 
volunteer firefighting company. He died on 29 Dec 1885, aged 80 years, 
having outlived his second wife Lydia and his grown daughter Susan; at the 
time he lived on Mt. Vernon Street. By his will of 9 Ap 1866, he left this 
house, 13 Cambridge Street, to his youngest child, Lydia Ann, wife of 
Ezra L Woodbury (#62982). 



Mrs Woodbury owned the premises for the rest of her life, evidently 
renting out this house. She died in her 68th year on 10 May 1917, 
possessed of real estate worth $8400 (this house with land was valued at 
$2000) and personal estate wotth $900, 96 (#126951). On 19 Mar 1927 
her husband and four children conveyed the premises to Fannie, wife 
of Amos H Hay.__,ford (2714:205). It has remained in the Hayford family 
until very recently. 

Notes: 

Robert Booth 
3Marl978 

On 1 Feb 1840 Pemberton Hale for $200 mortgaged this lot "with all the 
buildings thereon" to shopkeeper Robert Peele, whose estate dis charged 
the mortgage 28 Ap 1851 (317:141). This implies the existence of this 
house very early in 1840. 

Mr Hale's obituary is to be found in the Salem Evening News for 30 Dec 
1885, page four, column four, under the heading Death of a Venerable 
Citizen. 

Pemberton Hale (b. 23 Oct 1805, Rowley, son of Pemberton & Susannah 
(Jewett) Hale), m. 11 Oct 1830, in Salem, Martha Ford; shed. of con­
sumption 4 June 1842, a. 3ly.; hem. (2) 9 Sept 1845 Lydia Hale (dtr of 
Moses Hale) of Newburyport (b. 15 Dec 1811). He d. 29 Dec 1885, Salem, 
a. 80y. Known children: 

1) James F, , grocer in 1885. 
2) Susan Jewett, bp 1 May 1836, m. Thomas E Cressey; had two ch. 
3) George Pemberton, bp 28 May 1842, d. 12 June 1842. 
4) George Pemberton, bp 14 Mar 1847, d. young. 
5) Lydia Ann, 5 Dec 1849, m. Ezra L Woodbury; had four ch. 
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March 6, 2006 

Ms. Barbara Taylor 
5 Monroe Street 
Salem, MA 01970 

INVOICE 

Historic House Plaque - 13 Cambridge Street, 

Please make check payable to: 

Historic Salem, Inc. 
P.O. Box 865 
Salem, MA 01970 

Thank you. 

9 North Street 
P.O. Box 865 

Salem, Ma 01970 
978-7 45-0799 

$100.00 

Fax: 978-7 44-4536 •Email : info@historicsalem .org •Web: http://www.historicsalem .org 
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March 6, 2006 

To The Sherrif f Family 

A Historic Salem, Inc. House Plaque has 
been ordered for you as a gift from 
Barbara Taylor. 

The plaque will be mailed directly to you 
at 13 Cambridge Street, Salem, MA 01970 

J,u/?,c,,"- ll Ucl 
Barbara A. Cleary 
President ' 
Historic Salem, Inc. 



TO: 
FAX: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

2005 PLAQUE PROGRAM 

Bob Leonard, Ould Colony Artisans 
207-779-0707 

Dick Thompson, Historic Salem, Inc. 

March 30, 2006 

New Plaque order as follows: 

Please ship to: 
The Sherriff Family 
13 Cambridge Street 
Salem, MA 01970 

Built by 
Pemberton Hale, Housewright 

1839 

The Bowditch House 
9 North Street 

Post Office Box 865 
Salem, Massachusetts 01970 

Telephone: (978) 745-0799 

Fax: (978) 744~4536"' Email: info@historicsalem.org 


