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Inventory No: SAL.1035   

Historic Name: Bott, James B. House

Common Name: Fabens, Augustus and Benjamin House

Address: 18 Chestnut St

 

City/Town: Salem

Village/Neighborhood: Central Salem

Local No: 25-424

Year Constructed: c 1800

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s): Federal

Use(s):
Multiple Family Dwelling House; Single Family Dwelling
House

Significance: Architecture

Area(s):
SAL.HJ: Chestnut Street Historic District
SAL.HU: McIntire Historic District

Designation(s):
MA Archaeo/Historic Landmark (06/22/1970); Nat'l
Register District (08/28/1973); Local Historic District
(03/03/1981)

Building Materials(s):

Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Wood; Wood Clapboard
Foundation: Cobblestone; Coursed Ashlar; Granite; Stone,
Uncut

 

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to
this resource may be available in digital format at this time. 

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5. 
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F O R M B - BUILDING NRDIS 1973; L H D 3/3/81 
Assessor's number 

25-424 
U S G S Quad 

Salem 
Area(s) 

HU,HJ,HK 
F o r m Number 

1035 

Recorded by Lisa Mausolf 

Organization Salem Planning Department 

B K G E R Q P Q L « y 1997 

Town Salem 

Place (neighborhood or village) Central Salem 

Address 18 Chestnut Street 

Historic Name James B. Bott House 

Uses: Present Residential 

Original Residential 

Date of Construction by 1800 

Source Tolles, Wiswall 

Style/Form 

Architect/Builder unknown 

Exterior Material: 

Foundation Granite, Cobblestone 

Wall/Trim Wood Clapboard 

Roof Asphalt Shingle 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures 

none 

Major Alterations (with dates) late 19th c. - entrance 

moved from west side to south end 

Condition good 

Moved _ no yes Date 

Acreage less than one acre 

Setting set on sidewalk, comer lot, area of impressive 

18th and 19th century residences 

AUG 0 5 1997 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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B U I L D I N G F O R M c 
A R C H I T E C T U R A L D E S C R I P T I O N 
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of the building in terms of other buildings within the 
community. 

Located at the northeast corner of Botts Court, the house at 18 Chestnut Street is a three-story, hip-roofed, wood-frame 
residence with a foreshortened third story. It is capped by an asphalt hip roof with two large brick chimneys. The house is 
oriented with its narrow three-bay end to the street. Outlining the clapboarded house are simple wooden comerboards and a 
plain watertable. It rests on a coursed granite foundation with cobblestone on the side elevation. In 1888 the principal 
entrance was moved from the five-bay west side to the present sidehall entrance on the south side. The six-panel door is 
capped by a delicate segmental fanlight with geometric tracery which also fills the sidelights. The Doric entrance porch 
consists of a flat roof with a thin projecting cornice and triglyphs, lacking an entablature. Modillions decorate the underside. 
Supporting the roof are reeded side timbers supported by round columns and square attached pilasters. Above the entrance is 
a flat-roofed rectangular bay window containing 1/1 windows with recessed panels below. The remaining windows contain 
6/6 sash with molded surrounds and blinds. 

The wooden spindle fence in front of the house displays simple posts capped by balls.. 

H I S T O R I C A L N A R R A T I V E 
Describe the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building and 

the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 

According to Tplles, the Bott-Fabens House may be the oldest surviving residence on Chestnut Street and may predate 1800, 
although this has not been firmly documented. The house may have been built before Chestnut Street was laid out in 1796. 
The first owner was saddler, James B. Bott although it is not clear if he ever lived here. Bott emigrated from Tudbury, 
England in 1768 and established a shop on Essex Street constructing fancy carriages. (About 1783 he constructed a house 
nearby at 5 Botts Court for his own use). The Chestnut Street building seems to have served as a multi-family residence in its 
early years. Mjss Mary Ome Pickering was bom in the house in 1805. The Prescott family lived here from about 1825 to 
1JJB2 (Wiswall, p. 210). For about 16 months in 1846 and 1847, while serving as surveyor of the Port of Salem and Beverly, 
Nathaniel Hawthorne occupied this house with his family (Cousins: 81). Dr. David Coggin lived in the house from 1881-
1887. Augustus and Benjamin Fabens purchased the building in 1888 and converted it to a single-family house. They also 
inoved the entrance from the west elevation to the south end. The Fabens family continued to own the property until 1905. 
The Misses Lathrop occupied the house from 1924 until at least 1939 (Wiswall). Later residents included Oliver and Ann 
Goodell, Mrs. Rebecca Bradley and Mrs. Lillian Phillips and Jacqueline Frederickson. 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y and/or R E F E R E N C E S 

Cousins, Frank and Phil M . Riley. The Colonial Architecture of Salem. Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1919. 
Hopkins, G . M . Atlas of Salem. Massachusetts. Philadelphia: 1874. 
"House Report for 5 Botts Court, Prepared for Historic Salem, Inc. [no date]. 
Mclntyre, Henry C.E. Map of the City of Salem. Philadelphia: 1851. 
Richards, L.J . Atlas of the City of Salem. Massachusetts. 
Salem City Directories, 1836-1970. 
Sanborn Insurance Maps, 1890, 1906, 1950, 1957, 1965, 1970. [Massachusetts State Library]. 
Tolles, Bryant F., Jr. Architecture in Salem: an Illustrated Guide. Salem: Essex Institute, 1983. 
Walker Lithograph and Publishing Company. Atlas of the Citv of Salem. Massachusetts. Boston: 1911. 
Wiswall, Richard Hall and Henry W. Belknap. "Notes on the Building of Chestnut Street", EIHC 75 (July 1939): 227. 

Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attached a completed 
Natip&alJRegister Criteria Statement form. 
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