
Six Gifford Court 
Salem 

According to available evidence, this house was built in 1879 for William H. 
Haskell, shoemaker & Civil War veteran, and his wife Paulina Woodman. 

On 23 October 1878 James B. Gifford for $500 sold to William H. Haskell, a 
Salem shoemaker, a piece of land :fronting 4 7' 6" on Gifford Court and running 
61' deep, its eastern corner being 50' from Carpenter Street (ED 1028:2). 

On this lot, Mr. Haskell had the present house built as his residence, in 1879. 

William Henry Haskell ( 1822-1890) was born in Salem on Oct. 14, 1821, the son 
of William Haskell and Dorcas Larrabee. As a boy, he was apprenticed to learn 
the trade of a cordwainer, or shoemaker. He became a journeyman when he was 
19, and on 24 July 1842 married Paulina Woodman. She was born in Portland, 
Maine, in June, 1822, the daughter of Samuel Woodman, a native of Salem who 
had gone to Portland. 

William and Paulina evidently had no children. They resided in this general 
neighborhood (sometimes residing on Hathorne Street or Broad Street) for many 
years. During William's boyhood, Salem was still a maritime power, sending out 
ships and cargoes all over the globe; but by the 1830s its foreign commerce had 
waned, and industrial enterprises became the main source of employment in 
Salem. Shoemaking rapidly evolved from a hand-craft in the 1820s and 1830s to 
a highly industrialized occupation in the 1840s and 1850s, as the factory system 
was introduced and high-speed machinery supplanted the individual's 
craftsmanship. No doubt Mr. Haskell changed with the times and, by the 1850s, 
was employed in a shoe factory, perhaps in a supervisory capacity. 

In the spring of 1861, with the firing on Fort Sumter, the Civil War began. In 
early August, 1862, William Haskell, forty, Salem shoemaker, enlisted as a 
private for a three-year tour of duty in the First Regiment, Mass. Volunteer 
Heavy Artillery. He was assigned to Company I, and soon found himself in the 
vicinity of Washington, DC, working on forts. In September, Co. I was sent to 
Maryland Heights, opposite Harpers Ferry, to repair fortifications there. In 
spring, 1863, this Company went to Winchester, Va., to participate in a siege. 
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The siege failed; and, upon the evacuation of the federal army there, Capt. Martin 
and the men of Company I bravely volunteered to stay behind to spike the guns 
and destroy the ammunition of the fort so that the Confederates could not use 
them. Capt. Martin and 44 men, including Mr. Haskell, were captured and made 
prisoners on June 15th. Mr. Haskell was released on July 8th, and probably 
rejoined the Regiment at Maryland Heights. He was discharged due to a 
disability in October, 1863, and probably returned to Salem for the duration of 
the war, which ended in spring, 1865. (see Mass. Soldiers, Sailors, & Marines in 
the Civil War, 5 :626). 

The couple lived in the 1860s and 1870s on Federal Street. The 1878 Directory 
shows William H. Haskell at 122 Federal Street (note: Directory information was 
sometimes compiled in the year/s before the date of publication). As has been 
mentioned, James Gifford sold the lot here to William Haskell in 1878. On 5 
Feb. 1880 Mr. Haskell for $800 mortgaged the land "with the buildings thereon" 
here on the court "running southwesterly from Carpenter Street" to Eliza J. 
Branigan (ED 1030:21 ). 

The 1881 Directory shows William H. Haskell at One Gifford Court (it was given 
that number because the house on the corner was originally numbered as being 
on Carpenter Street; the numbers changed about 1895, when# 1 became #6). 
During the same period, 1878-1881, James B. Gifford (the seller of the lot to Mr. 
Haskell in 1878) resided not far away at 18 Mason Street. Farther down the 
Court resided Edwin Woodman, a baker, perhaps a relative of Mrs. Paulina 
Woodman Haskell. 

On 25 October 1887 James B. Gifford for $50 sold to Mr. Haskell an adjoining 
piece of land on the northeast side thereof, fronting 5' on Gifford Court and 
running 61' in depth (ED 1290:524). 

In the 1880s, Mr. Haskell became the janitor of the orphanage of the Salem 
Seaman's Widow and Orphan Society building on Carpenter Street. By October, 
1890, Mr. Haskell was very sick from a number of illnesses, and was dying. On 
23 Oct. 1890 he transferred ownership of the homestead to his wife Paulina (ED 
1293 :359). Three days later William H. Haskell died at home here on Sunday, 
October 26, 1890, 12 days after his 69th birthday. His brief obituary noted that he 
had served in the Civil War in Company I of the First Mass. Heavy Artillery 
Regiment, 1862-1863. 
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Mrs. Paulina Woodman Haskell resided here alone for more than ten years. In 
her 82d year, on 11 Sept. 1903, she died here, and was buried alongside her 
husband at Greenlawn Cemetery. 

In April, 1905, the devisees under the will of Paulina Haskell, who were Mrs. 
Mary E. Beckford and Mrs. Nellie H. Sweet, sold the premises to Mrs. Sarah E. 
Gifford, a Salem widow (ED 1773 :396). Mrs. Gifford conveyed the premises, 
and in November, 1908, Mrs. Stephen H. (Elizabeth G.) Knight, ofDetroit, sold 
the property to Josiah H. Gifford (ED 1941:510). 

During this period, the house was the shop and residence of Mrs. Marcella A. 
Coffin, a dressmaker. In 1905 the house was vacant. In the years 1907-1920, per 
the Naumkeag Directory, Mrs. Coffin, the widow of Loren Coffin, occupied the 
premises, along with Bertha Coffin, a stenographer, perhaps her daughter. In 
1920 Mrs. Coffin moved to Ocean Terrace and continued her dressmaking 
business. 

In October, 1920, Josiah Gifford of Salem sold the property to Frederick & wife 
Frances Grimes of Salem (ED 2466:232). Mr. Grimes was a fireman; his son 
Frank (who resided here too) was a painter and musician. In the 1930s the 
Grimeses died and the property was inherited by Frank Grimes. In March, 1934, 
Frank Grimes of Beverly sold the homestead to Roland & Edith Hinkley of 
Salem (ED 2985:375). 

In June, 1960, the Hinkleys, of Peabody, sold the premises to Mr. & Mrs. Elmer 
& Eleanor Warner (ED 4674:273). In September, 1960, the Warners sold the 
homestead to Ray Nutting and Mildred Russell of Salem (ED 4703:128). They 
married, and resided here. 

Mr. Nutting died 23 April 1968. He was long survived by Mrs. Mildred Nutting, 
who died 25 July 2000. 

On 15 November 2000 the executor of Mrs. Nutting's will sold the premises for 
$170,000 to Jacqueline Albanese of Brighton (ED 16688:156). 

--Robert Booth for Historic Salem Inc, 15 Feb. 2001 
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Glossary 

#1234 refers to probate case 1234, Essex County probate 
ED 123:45 refers to book 123, page 45, Essex South Registry of Deeds 
Salem Directory refers to the published Salem resident directories 
Census refers to census records, taken house-by-house with occupants listed. 
EIHC refers to Essex Institute Historical Collections 
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