Built for
ABNER GOODHURE
Blacksmith

By 1830

17 Beckford Street
Salem, Mass.

By Joyece King
July 1978




17 Beckford Street

This three story, hip roof, wood frame house was built by
Abner Goodhue, blacksmith by the year 183%0. Mr. Goodhue
purchased this land on 17 Apr 179% from William Fickman Esqg.
for the sum of %6 pounds, 3 shillings and 11 pence.

This lot contained about 18 1/2 poles of land:
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(book 156 page 122)

Beckford Street was called a lane in 1657; street or lane,
1677; street or highway, 1679; lane or highway that leads
from ye main street to ye north river, 1696; Beckford's
lane, 1773; Kitchen's lane, 178%:; Turner's lane, 1793;

and Beckford Street in 1797. (Essex Antiquarian, vol. 7
page 116)

Mr. Fickman had purchased a large parcel of land from
Edward Kitchen Turner, physican, containing 102 poles,
partly in 1778 (book 13%6 page 13%37) and another part in
1779. (book 138 page 78) This land had been in Edward
Turner's family for over one hundred years. When Mr.
rickman divided this large parcel into small lots, Abner
Goodhue bought the lot adjoining land he owned on Federal
St.

The first mention of a house on this lot is when on 22 Jan
1830 Abner Goodhue mortgaged his Beckford St. house, barn

and other buildings on the lot to Amos Choate for $500.

In this mortgage he (Goodhue) states that a narrow strip

of the lot is now enclosed with his other lot. (book 255

page 168) The year 1830 is also the first time Abner Goodhue
is taxed for his house and land on Beckford St., valued at
$1,500. (Salem tax records)

On 5 Nov 1833 Mr. Goodhue mortgages the same lot, this time
to his son Abner Goodhue Jr., mariner, for $627 but still
subject to the Choate mortgage. (book 271 page 149)



Abner Goodhue, blacksmith (b.18 Jan 1762) married Frances
Bott (b.5 Jul 1770) daughter of James and Dollea (Newhall)
on 10 Jul 1796. The Sylem Vital Records show the couple
as having seven children:

James Bott born 22 Aug 1797
Abner " 6 Jan 1800
Francis " 3 Uet 1802
Lyneh Bott " 18 Mar 1808
Charles B. " May 1809
John Bott " 2% Jun 1810
Elizabeth D. " 26 Feb 1813

Un 1% Jun 18%4 Abner Goodhue, blacksmith and wife Frances
of Salem, sold to Abner Goodhue Jr., of Salem, mariner, for
$900 land and buildings:
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subject to mortgage of Amos Choate for $500 and mortgage
of Abner Jr. (book 276 page 149)

Three years after selling the property to his son, Abner
Goodhue Sr. died (17 Aug 1837) his estate was insolvent.
At the time of his death, Abner Sr. owned a house on Federal
St. valued at $2,000 and two lots of land on Hathorne St.
valued at $450, all had to be sold to pay off the debts.

Capt. Abner Goodhue Jr. married Lucy O. Luscomb (b.10 Cet
1807) daughter of William and Mehitable (Mansfield) on 30

Jun 1828. The couple lived in the house with their family
until on 16 Dec 1846 Capt. Abner Goodhue the master of barque
"Merlin" died on passage from Marseille to Gibraltar, at the
age of 46. (just five months after paying off the Choate
mortgage) (book 255 page 168)

Note: The journals kept by Capt. Abner Goodhue while on
two of his voyages are at the Essex Institute Library.
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On 15 July 1850 Lucy O. Goodhue, of Salem, widow, the
guardian of her five children, sells for $2,800 the
property on Beckford St. to William D. Northend and granted
him a mortgage for $2,000. (book 431 pages 256 and 257)

After selling the property Lucy and her children moved to
2 Liberty St. (Salem Directory 1850) The Federal census
taken in 1850 shows living in ward one: ‘
Luecy Goodhue age 40 property value §2,000
17

Lucy E. "

Martha W. "o15
George C. 13
Mary E. " 10
Francis K. " 6

The same census shows now living at 17 Beckford S5t.:
William D. Northend age 26 counsellor at law

Susan S. 23

Louisa " 2

Mary " 7 months
Benjamin Harrod " 20 machinist
Bridget Shehan noo20

Information obtained from the obituary of W.D.Northend in
the Salem News 30 Cet. 1902:

He was one of the best known citizens of Salem, a
prominent criminal lawyer in his time. Died very sudden at
his home 14 Lynde St. He was born in Newbury 26 Feb. 1823
the son of John and Anna (Titcomb). Attended the Drummer
Academy and Bowdoin College. He lived in Feabody for a
few years and was a partner of George F. Choate the Mass.
Senator 1861-62. Mr. Northend campaigned for mayor in
1877 but lost by 500 votes to Henry K. Cliver. He married
2 Nov. 1846 Susan Stedman Harrod of Newburyport. Leaves
his widow and three daughters, Louisa, Mary and Susan.

A ;
William D. Northend




Un 8 June 1858 Willism D. Northend and wife Susan sell

for $1,000 to Sidney Bancroft of South Danvers (now Feabody)
the same property sold to them by Lucy O. Goodhue. (book 572
page 24) Sidney Bancroft owned a great deal of property

in South Danvers, Lynn and Lynnfield. He probably bought
this house as an investment.

The Salem Directory for the year 1861 shows Capt. James T.
Hiltz living at 17 Beckford St.

Un 8 May 1861 Sidney C. Bancroft, counsellor at law and
his wife Margaret, of South Danvers, sell to John Grant,
grocer, of Salem for $3,000 the same property sold to them
by William D. Northend. (book 622 page 171)

Just after moving into the house, John Grant died on 18 Nov.
1861, at the age of 70. Mr. Grant operated a grocery store
on Boston St. for many years.

The heirs to Mr. Grants estate were:
Eliza A. widow
Eliza A. VWade daughter
Hannah R. Pelton daughter
Joshus B. Grant son

John W. Grant son

Real estate:
a house and farm adjoining in Ipswich $3,500
a house and land Beckford St. 2,500
part of a dwelling and shop and land
on Boston St. 1,500

Eliza took as her dower share the Boston St. property
(Frobate #40780)

On 28 Nov. 1864 John W. Grant, by straw deed, conveyed his
1/4 share of the land and buildings on Beckford St. to his
wife Margaret S. Grant for $625. (book 677 pages 128 & 129)

On 2 Aug. 1865 John N. and Hannah R. Felton in her right,of
Colchester, New London Ct.; Francis H. and Eliza Ann Wade
in her right of Ipswich; Joshua B. Grant, of Ipswich; and
John W. Grant of Sslem, sell the property to John Dwyer,
merchant for $2,700. (book 690 page 124¥

(John W. Grant signed his share twice and his wife Margaret
S. Grant never signed her share to John Dwyer, this created
3 cloud on the title that was cleared up on 5 Feb. 1920,
when Margaret's heirs release their rights) (book 2440
page 457
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John Dwyer was a very wealthy merchant, he had his business
in Boston, but lived in Salem at 33%6 Essex St. (n 2 Feb.
1866, John Dwyer sold the dwelling house and land on Beckford
St. to his daughter, Mary Louisa Ashton, wife of William F.
Ashton, free of the control of her said husband William, for
$%,600. (book 697 page 264)

The Federal Census for 1870 shows:

William Ashton age 31 occ. brush store
Mary L. " "noo24

John D. " " 3

Joseph " " 1

Lucy Smith " 16 oce. servant
William B. Ashton " 54 occ. clothing store
Margaret E. " " 54

The Salem Directories 1866-1876 show the Ashton family
living at 17 Beckford St. After 1876 they moved into her

fathers house at 33%6 Essex St. and rented out the Beckford
S54. house.

Federal Census 1880: 17 Beckford St.
Joseph M. Farsons age 40 occ. builder-contractor

Elizabeth L. " " 25 wife
second family;

Joanna Blanchard " T4

Sarah B. " N 5

Sglem Directory 1907:
Charles Conway bookkeeper
Henry F. "
Luecy A. " widow of James E.
Elizabeth "

Mary Louisa Ashton died in 1914, her heirs John D., Joseph N.
and George F. were left all her estate. In her will she says,
"The omission of my husband William F. Ashton is intentional,
not by accident. As I believe, on account of the share of

my estate that my husband has heretofore had, that it is

just that my remaining estate go to my children." William
consented to the provisions.

Her real estate:
house and land at 3%6 Essex S5t.
house and land at 17 Beckford 5t.
(Frobate #117585)

Un 6 PFeb. 1920, Mary's heirs sold the land and buildings
on Beckford St. to Sarah W. Symonds of Salem for $1 and
other valuable consideration. (book 2440 page 458)



3 May 1968 Sarah W. Symonds, unmarried, sold to William H.K.
Donaldson and John A. Driscoll. (book 4911 page 383)

21 Mar. 1973 William H.K. Donaldson, of Salem and John A.
Driscoll,of kreabody, sold to Richard and Rita Savicky
(book 5958 page 1315

30 Apr. 1975 Richard and Rita Savicky sold to Jay and Gail
Turner. (book 6143 page 517)

31 Oet. 1977 Jay and Gail Turner sold to Miciajiah ¥. Clough IV
(book 6410 page 240)

Reference to book and page are the deed books at the Registry
of Deeds and Frobate numbers can be found at rrobate Court,
both located in the same building on Federal St. in Salem.
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The above building at the corner of Federal and Beckford
streets, is shown as it appeared about 90 years ago, short-
ly after John Chandler acquired it {rom his father, Joseph
Chandler, in 1883. The son had been living in his father's
ouse and operaled the store at least a few years before
hie purchased it Al about the tirne he acauived i, he tore

Built about 1884

down some of the old buildings and put up some new, of
lesser size. The handsome architectural style would be
consistent with huildings erected about 1885, Tax records
can be traced to John Chandler back o 1878, thus the
property has been a hotne and siore for af least 100 years.




