
The factory complex at 50 Grove St. has had vast changes over the 

157 years of its existence. Many buildings have been erected and 

additions made on the site. Unfortunately, most fell victim to 

either fire or the wrecker's ball. One sturdy, wooden building 

standing on the corner of Grove and Harmony Grove Rd. is still 

intact. 

After an extensive search of available records, a positive date 

of construction could not be determined. Staley McDermet, preser

vation architect, accompanied this researcher,on April 14, on an 

inspection of the building to explore possible architectural clues 

as to the date. Staley was impressed by the stability of the 

building and thought it would be a good candidate for restoration. 

After this inspection we were still unable to determine the date. 

Staley recommended that the prospective buyers, Mr. and Mrs. Weinstein 

may benefit by having Frederic c. Detwiller, architectural preser

vationist, conduct a study on the construction and significance of 

this building. 

Joyce King 

April 15, 1981 



50 Grove Street 

The land on which this factory complex stands was a small portion 

of a 21 acre parcel owned by Eleazer Pope in the early 1800's. Mr. 

Pope utilized his acreage as mowing and pasture land. At the time 

of his death, which occured on Feb. 17, 1818, an inventory of his 

estate was taken: 

\ 

a lot of land in Salem with a dwelling house and part of a dwelling 
house and other buildings $1,200 

21 acres of land -Lot #1 partly in Salem and partly in Danvers $1,57; 

5 acres of land - Lot #2 at Danvers $350 

lot of land #3 called Tucker lot $700 

7 acres of land #4 taken from the horse pasture $385 

7 common rights in the horse pasture $175 

(Probate #22400) 

The estate was divided by the children of Eleazer and Estller (Buxton) 

Pope viz: Mary P. Buxton, Esther P. Grant, Eleazer Pope, Stephen 

Pope and Gertrude Pope. 

It is the portion set aside for Esther Grant, as her share, on which 

this factory now stands. On Sept. 26, 1822 the heirs sold to Esther 

a piece of land in Danvers ( now Salem, the boundary then being the 

west side of Grove St.) begining at the southwest and run northwest 

"by the road as the wall now stands" 44 rods, 19 links; then run 

southwest by land of Buxton 25 rods; then run southeast 45 rods, 

71 links by the mill pond to the first bounds. This lot contained 

3 acres, 34 poles and 191 links. (book 232 page 250) 



On August 27, 1824 Henry Grant, merchant and his wife Esther, in 

her own right, sold a portion of their land to Elijah Hanson, for 

the sum of $400. The land was bound on the road to Northfields by 

two courses, 7 rods 5 links and 11 rods; then bound by other land 

of Henry and Esther 9 rods 12 links until you reach Fryes Mill Pond 

then by the pond to the beginning. Also the privilege to lay an 

aqueduct from Buxton's spring through the land of said Henry and 

Esther provided Buxton consents. Also, Hanson shall use and enjoy 

in common the aqueduct for his tan yard only, the water in the spring 

in said Henry and Esther's lot adjoining. (book 237 page 191) 

On Sept. 23, 1824 Elijah A. Hanson of Salem, tanner, was granted 

for the sum of $10 a certain privil~~~ in a parcel of land by Joshua 

and Mary P. Buxton. The privilege is thus described: digging a 

cistern 15 feet square at or near the spring in said lot and of 

laying a log through the valley in said lo~ to keep the same cistern 

and aqueduct in good repair. The said Hanson being required to 

place a watering throth in said lot and a log to convey the water 

to the same and to keep the same in good repair so long as he or 

his heirs or assigns shall use the privilege. (book 236 page 207) 

Mr~,Hanson probably built his tannery late in 1824 after the purchase 

of the land and the securing of his water supply. By 1826, Mr. Hanson 

evidently had financial difficulties for on Sept. 11 of that year 

he and his partner Augustus Converse assigned their tan yar~ in 

Danvers near Fryes Mills, to Jonathan Shove and William E. Hacker 

in trust. (book 243 page 91) 



The tax records, stored at the Danvers Archival Center, follow 
the progress of the tan yard and the change in partnership: 

Danvers 
1827 William E. Hacker and Jonathan Shove as assignees of 

Converse and Hanson -

tan yard and buildings true value 1}2 ,ooo 
reduced value 120 

personal estate 8,000 

tax $ 6.72 

personal tax 26.BB 
total 33.60 

1828 Elijah Hanson - pt barkhouse, buildings and vats 1rnoo 
Eleazer Pope Jr. 

1829 Elijah Handson, of Salem - pt of barkhouse true val. $800 
Eleazer Pope - buildings and vats, part of tannery 800 

.1830 Elijah Hanson part of building and tan yard 40 vats $1,000 
William Nichols part of Hanson's tan yard $300 
Jona Nichols " " " " 
Jacob Putnam " II II " 
Soloman Varney II II " " 
James Lord II II " II 

Samuel Nichols II " II 200 

J. Pitman " " " 150 

1831 Elijah Hanson tan yard and buildings $2,000 

1833 Elijah Hanson " " II 

1834 " " II II II 

1835 " II " " II 



On Dec. 8, 1842 reports of a fire indicate a drastic change at the 

tannery site: 

11 2 AM a large building, near Frye's Mills, attached to the tannery 

of Elijah A. Hanson. Loss $2,600. 11 (Felt's Annals) 

"Elijah Hanson's tannery on Grove street, burned." (Records of 

Grant's Store Boston St.) 

It was about this time that the boundary lines between Danvers and 

Salem were changed. This put Hanson's tannery on the Salem side 

for the first time. The Salem Street Department hung street signs 

one of which was recorded viz: 

"Jona Kimball errected a sign for Grove st. on the North east 

corner of Elijah Hanson's barn." 

Also listed in the Street Department books are two permits regarding 

this property: 

1849 Elijah Hanson built an addition to tan house on Grove St. 

1850 Elijah Hanson built addition to barn on Grove st. 

In 1850 a federal census was taken, this gives some insight as to 

EliJah 1 s personal life: 

96 Boston St. (formerly Frye's Tavern) 

Elijah A. Hanson age 51 tanner prop. val. $5,400 born 
Margaret II II 50 II 

Hannah Barker II 40 II 

Margaret II II 28 II 

N.H. 
Mass 

II 

II 



The Salem tax records follow Mr. Hanson's house and tannery: 

1853 Elijah Hanson house $2,000 

tannery 3,500 

land 500 

lot of land 2,000 (Poor' s) 

1854 Elijah Hanson house 96 Boston St. $3,000 

tannery and building and land Grove St. $4,500 

1855 no listing 

1856 Elijah Hanson 

1859 Elijah Hanson 

house 96 Boston St. 

tan yard 

land Tremont St. 

house 96 Boston st. 

tan yard Grove St. 

$3,000 

4,500 

200 

$3,000 

4,500 

In 1860 the federal census gave an industrial report, Mr. Hanson is 

listed as: 

E. A. Hanson tanner capital $30,000 

Raw material used - 10,000 hides $40,000 

12 horse power steam 

450 cords of Hemp 
bark 

other 

employs - 6 men at $180 per month 

4,500 
1,500 

annual product - 19,400 sides upper leather $53,000 

1862 tax records: 

Elijah A. Hanson - tannery 3 buildings and steam power 
machinery 
200 vats 
land 84,316 sq. ft. 

total 

1864 - Elijah Hanson - tannery 3 buildings and steam power 
200 vats 

(said to be sold to land 
Proctor of Danvers) 

$1,000 
500 

1,000 
2,000 

$4,500 



1866 Elijah Hanson - tannery 3 buildings $1,000 

steam power 500 
(Thomas E. Proctor 200 vats 1,000 1no,ooo stock in vats) 

land 3,000 
total 5,500 

1867 Elijah Hanson tannery 3 buildings 

Thomas E. Proctor $10,000 stock in vats 

(notation written in pencil "James Dugan $5,000 in stock 
in vats - paid $11,500 for the estate) 

On March 23, 1868 Elijah A. Hanson sold to James Dugan "the land 

with tannery buildings and steam mill thereon and the engine and 

all machinery, tools and fixtures belonging to me in said buildings", 

for the sum of $11,500. Also the adjoining flats "to the thread of 

the stream and interset in the aqueduct which conveys water to the 

tannery and fountain as by deed of Buxton book 236 page 207"• The 

land was bound by Grove St. "by various courses as the fence stands 

419.3 feet; by John Nichols 125 feet; by John Huse 50 feet and by 

the Mill Pond to the beginning point of "Fryes Mill Dam". (book 

742 page 18) 

The 1868 tax records and valuation assessments substantiate the 

change in ownership and notes an addition to the complex: 

tax - James Dugan paid $11,500 - "Has $5,000 worth of stock in 

vats - 3 buildings and onejn process of erection 

valuation James Dugan 
house 101 Mason St. 
house 20 River St. 

house 93 Mason St. 
tannery and buildings &vats on Grove St. 

(note in pencil - Currier shop $2,500) 

$2,000 
300 
500 

4,000 



Before passing on to the new owner, Mr. Dugan, it may be of interest 

to insert a little more information about Elijah Hanson. 

Mr. Hanson was the son of Robert and Anna (Austin) Hanson and 

was born in Dover N.H. on Nov. 1, 1797· Elijah came to Salem in 

1817 wher he found employment as a tanner. In 1824,as stated 

previously, he built his tannery on Grove St. On August 22, 1836 

he married Mrs. Margaret (Barker) Morgridge, daughter of Capt. 

Samuel and Margaret (Lerock) Barker. 

The couple purchased the house #96 Boston St. on August 14, 1838. 

This comprised one half of Frye's Tavern a popular oasis for travelers 

and frequenters in the early 1800 1 s. 

Margaret Hanson died on June 25, 1864 at the age of 65. Her 

husband remained at the house #·-. 96 Boston St. and finally gave up 

his business in 1867. Shortly after his retirement, Mr. Hanson, 

passed away on Oct. 2, 1869. His probate #41452 included·. a will, 

written Nov. 17, 1866, in which all the estate was left in trust 

to "my late wife's sister Hannah Barker and YJ.iece Margaret M. Barker. " 

The inventory was given as: 

no real estate 

Personal: 
MTG of James Dugan $6,500 
2 shares in Mechanic Hall $60 
Bonds $2,576 
Lot in Harmony Grove $100 (Amaranth Path-Lot 29) 

furniture $450 
pew Barton Sq. Church 

Silver $77 
Gold watch $60 

Gold chain $10 
Boydells Shakespear 2 vol. $30 
Wonometer $10 

Robe $5 

TOTAL 



1869 Tax 

Tannery & vats 

Currier shop 

$5,500 

3,000 

owner James Dugan 

(new building for currier shop 
new building out vats) 

Valuation 
James Dugan 

1870 Tax 

house 101 Mason St. 

house 20 River St. 
tannery buildings &vats 
currier shop 

$2,200 

500 

5,500 

3,000 

160 vats and tannery buildings 

currier shop 

$5,500 

3,000 

4,000 

owner Jms Dugan 

land 

The industrial report for the year 1870 states: 
J. Dugan Tannery 20 horse power steam - employs 10 men 

Material used: 

20,000 hides 

400 cords bark 

400 bales culch 

100 tan 

$6,000 

5,600 

2,000 

175 

coal and tar unknown 700 

Annual product - 40,000 rough,value $120,00( 

Currier shop 15 horse power - employs 20 men 

Material used: 
40,000 leather $120,000 

15,000 tallow 1,500 

4,000 gal. oil 2,800 

10 Bb. Black 200 

Annual product - 20,000 wax $80,000 

20,000 kip 60,000 

40,000 lbs. splits 13,200 



Mr. Dugan's business thrived over the next few years. This enabled 

him to purchase an 8 acre estate in North Salem at 41 Dearborn St. 

The valuation list of 1875 verifies this: 

James Dugan 

house 41 Dearborn St. 

barn 

greenhouse 

house 109 Mason St. 
house 20 River St. 

cunrier shop 50 Grove St. 
tannery and buildings 

$7,000 

500 
500 

1,500 
1,100 

3,500 
6,ooo 

The next change occurred in 1880 when Wm H. Esson is lised as having 

a carpenter shop, valued at $200, on Dugan's land. The currier shop 

value had risen to 1!4,500, while the tannery value dropped to $5,500 

with the land value climbling to $7,000. The Naumkeag Dye Co. also 

occupied a portion of 50 Grove St. from 1890 until 1893. 

The year 1893 brought nothing but grief to Mr. Dugan. On May 9, 

he was forced to sign all of his property to his creditors and 

declare bankruptcy. The pressure of this failure proved too much 

for Mr. Dugan to bear and after a month of torment, James Dugan, 

ended his life (see appendix A & B). 

On March 8, 1894 Edward L. Pickard, of Boston, and Walter Badger, 

of Cambridge, the assigness of James Dugan sold, for $10,000, to 

Bay State Belting Co. three parc~ls of land (as of plan appendix C). 

This conveyance "includes all boilers, shafting hangers and machinery 

of every name and nature and also the tools and appliances and 



machinery as are contained in the blacksmith shop and carpenter 

shop situated upon the 3rd lot. Also includes all our right and 

title in and to the adjoining flats to the thread of the stream 

and aqueduct which now or formerly did convey water to the tannery 

situated on the premises and to the land and fountain from which 

such water now is or formerly was taken." 

1895 Tax: 

50 Grove St. owned by Bay State Belting Co. 

Currier shop B.S.B. Co. one horse $4,500 

Tannery and buildings 4,500 

Carpenter shop - Wm H. Esson 200 

Blacksmith shop - John M. Byrne 200 

(in blue pencil - "Blake Wood Rim Co. $1,000) 

1909 Tax: 

Currier shop (machinery $6,000) Bay State Belting Co. $4,500 

Tannery and buildings 

land 

blacksmith shop (took down) 

carpenter shop 

1913 Tax: 

Factory (machinery $8,000) Bay State Belting Co. 

Factory 

storehouse 

barn 

shop 

2,500 

5,000 

200 

200 

$20,000 

6,ooo 
400 

400 

200 

10 



II 

On May 21, 1965 Bay State Belting Co. filed a petition to have 

title to certain land and buildings on Grove and Harmony Grove Rd. 

(book 5269 page 661). The land court found in favor of the petitionerE 

case #33813 (book 5402 page 637). 
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\
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1?.1ay 13, the day that he made an asslgn
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The body was cut dov;-n and removed to· 
the house, and messengers di~patcbed !or 

[a phy~iciao. 
Dr. B. It. Symondg rcspc>nded shortly, 

, but when he arrived life was extinct, llI!d 
!nothing could be be done except. to call 
\Medical Examine,r Dr. Osborne of Pea-
1 body, Dr. Carlton being absent. · . 
'1 'rhe calling of the physicians sent tha 
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:nery o.n ·Gro .. ve.:itteet, shop now OCCQpied 
by Mr. P. O~·~n. ·-Later he removed ro 
hU!·pre8ent'l<>c;a1iron on Gri:ive at;reetwhich. 
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j DATE OF PERMIT OWNER PERMIT NO •. 

c 
L.OCAITION 

J/~g-
l ',., ,, 

~ I 
I 

WARD I BUil.DER - COST 

? 

J 

MATERIAL. 

"?fafj"" /~ 
BUil.DER ~ If n I POCKET j FOi.DER • 

Pl-AN I NO. SHEETS I 
i 

NO. OF STORIES DIMENSIONS 

/f'/ Jf 

. June 8,1946 #280 
Mar. 25,1966 #59 

Bldg. for ·storage-Concrete-10x20 $1,850 
Demolish section of three story factory building 

March lB,1975 
North Shore 
Vocational 

#43 {Owner Frank Malik) Install exit doors~closures 
stairwell doors, (3) 'bathrooms, including handicapped 

on 
toilets· 

fireproof first floor ceiling. (Contr-various) 
7 /23/76 i/:289 (Owner-L. Malik Co~) Relocate entrance and remove shipping platform. 
1/'3/50 #3 

12/9/76 i/:549 ( 

7/27/78 1/:307 

Frank Malik -Ownerl. Replace oil Fired Boiler,enclose gas unit(lst floor ) 
suspend (2) gas units heaters on (2nd floor);sheetrock sidewalls,ceilings. 

-(Frank Malik ·Co., Inc.) Repair beams & replace windows. 

Metal Cabinet Pocket 12 foleer 4 
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