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359 Essex Street 
"Smith,- Crosby - Endicott House, Built 1789" 

I~ 1788, when Benjamin Smith and Nicholas Crosby purchased the property 

on Esse..~ St1·eet presently encompassing 359 and 361 Essex Street, it 

contained no buildings.· , By ,1799~ when a division of this property between 

the two men was effected, Benjamin Smith obtained the easterly half with 

the "dwelling house" which is presently 359 Essex Street. 

As the tax records indicate, taxes were paid on part of a house in 

1789 and as Cousins' book dates this house at 1790, together with the 

fact that we know the house was up by 1799, I concur in the dating of 

the house at 359 Essex Street at 1789. 
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Dr. He: rry Lowd, Jr. 
359 EEEex Street, Se.leGJ., 

This is a request thet an Hi2toric S·fal~~ 
residence reedin~ "S~ith-Crosby-~ndicott 
the fol~owin,~; evid~nce. 

house si~n be ~laced on the ebove 
House, B~ilt 1789", baEed u~on 

He.::.~s_!:_~X. cf 2_~G.:, 

rQ;lntor 

~·'.3.sse chus et ts 

Grantee 

Book ;);;1, ;;s 1;e 

l\ethali'e :~. Lowd /j 
_,_,,,/ 

for ~/1 . c;.a~~ther 
velueble ccnsi~ere-
tions 

25, 

fer ~1 

,· 

. lf ., 

J. Houghton ;.:cLellen, 
Jr. 

Exec~tcr of t:.e 
ettate of Geor~e 
Percy 

Descri:;ticn -----·---

0 a certain l;arcel o:' lend wit:-t the b·..iildings 
thereon, situRted in said Salem end bcunded 
iTcrtherly by ~s~ex Street 55 feet, ·..:~-:ire or 
less; Easterly by lend new or late of ?ester, 
~ilson, end Hoff~an 226 fe~t, ~ere or iezs; 
Southerly by land cf said Hoff~an 51 feet, 
more or less; and ~esterly by land now or late 
of Crea~er 217 feet, ~ore er lesa." 

! 

cent ti:;_ ::.e o:~ 

which are the sehe by ·::n-
lie:r .. C. Zr..dicot t, 
R. Dexter, ux, ir. Ge:cr,,.e 
E. Percy, by deed, A~~ust 21, 
corded deed frc~ ~airs at lew 

.. ':tJ·• 
1:_.,>j, en \..l-..1re-

of Sc;.:.:...;el ::..n-
dicott tc Zli~abeth, 
made ~rior tc 1841, 

'.:X, er.'"" t'-.e 
having beer. lcet. 1' 



.Grantee 

ok 210, leaf 182 

Samuel Endicott, 
Merchant 

for $4800 

V.ay 9, 1816 

Book 175, pa~e 227 

Benjamin Lender, 
Merchant 

March 5, 1805 

Book 166, pages 23 
and 24 

Benjamin Sid th 

for $1275 

July 5, 1799 

Nicholas Gros by 

for $1 

Granter 

Benjaw.in Lander, 
Merchant 

.. ..1 

Descri"ction ___ ._ 

"a certain piece of !and with the dwellin:~ 
house and all other b'.lildin.'?;s t:1ereon, s ituo.­
ted in said Salem aforesaid and bcunded Ncrth­
erly by Essex Street, so called, 65 feet end 

-

4 inches, ~astcrly b? land of Foster 240 feet, 
Southerly by land of the widow of George ~il­
liems late of Samuel ?..ltnam, Zsq., 61 feet 
and 6 inches, and Westerly by land of gichael 
251 feet, to;etter with all end sin~ular the 
priviled~es and a~~urtenences to the premises 
or any part thereof belonging." 

Webb, 

I 

t 

:-lm·ieinrc~ •• ·ma-ni tth, --1~·=~=~:·~~=:~~~· :n· :~·:.-
• Seleo aforesaid, with the land under end ad-

(ux, Abiah, releases joining, bcunciin:; as follows, vi::.. !;ortherly 
dower) on Essex Street ~4 feet 6 inches, &~2terly 

by land of John Foster 240 feet, Southerly 
by land of Samuel i:\.ltnao, Esq•, 61 feet and 
6 inches, :lesterly by land of lHchael ·,;eb'o 
231 feet. 11 

Nicholas Crosby, 
Eli::.abeth, ux, 

Trader 

This is the Division of lend between Smith 
and Gros by:. 

11 Za:.:tern t;loiety or half pa rt ••• :.:take on ;::s::e;c 
Street equidistant frc~ lend of Ly::\an end lend 
of Cabot, Southerly strai~ht across said 
town way (Chestnut St.) to a stake by limd 
of John Pickering equidistant fro~ 18nd of 
Lyman to land cf Ce bot, with dwel lin6 house." 

I g Benjamin Smith, 1 ":'lestern r.o.ciety or half .uart ••• with lar.·~e 
·1, store and other bui ldin~s t!1erecn. 11 i Ab1.ah, ux, 

I Trader 
. •lhole ~:art is ciescri bed as 11 bcunded Ifortr.erly 

'. ; on Es:-ex Street 129 feet, '.iesterly by lflnd 
. I of Joseph Cabot 415 feet, ~outherly on land 

, of John Pickerin~ 120 feet end 9 inches, 
Ea::terly on land of' T'.1ec. Ly.-;an 420 fe"!t, 

· build in ;s thereon. Seid lend be in"<; S'.l bject 
· to a ri:~h t of way ever the S cut her ly .ris rt 

I

' with dwellin~ house, large store and other 

· thereof. 11 
.___~~ ...... ~~~o!lT~..;;...;r.?i.~ .o:-..:J-.-1"';!'"'?~ ...... -··v ... -:'~.Lc+~:-.~·Jt:~~~,~·~~...........,.~- . ..,.i;•--... 
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Grantee 

Book 147, pages 94 
and 95 

Nicholas Crosby and 
Benjamin Smith 

for 93 pounds and 
15 shillings 

January 10, 17''.YJ 

I !. 
GrnntOr 

l : '~ . 

t Bethune Family* 

' j I 
Descri _ution 

~bein~ one moiety or half part o~ the tract· 
of land t1;1ken by said Geor;e by ;nortc:a_:i;e deed 
as eforeseid end situnted in said Euleo erid 
is al:=o the westerly half of said land and 
bounded as follows.: He rther ly on the l·:a in 
Street 129 feet, Westerly on the land of widow 
Cabot, 415 feet, Southerly on land of John 
Pickerin-~, Zsq., 120 feP.t 9 inches, E::i.sterly 
on the ether half part of said tract of land 
belcngin~ to the estate of seid Gecr:e,de­
ceased, there meesurin~ 427 feet be the same 
~ore or less however otherwise bounded" 

:.·I *l•lary Bethune of C:ir:,bridy;e, widow of .}eor::e Bethune, ~lm. Hunt, Ccunrty Squire, Jane,. 
'I ux, Benjemin Bethune of Boston, Gentleman, Thomas En;;lish of Beston, u:erchant, ux.· 
11 Penelcpe, Nathaniel Bethune, Boston, merchant, Trustee to Susannah, Dunken ux of Edmund 
:,'.:'!
1 Dunken, Merel-amt. S~id Geort~e, fethcr of' Benjamin and Nathaniel, ~ui:i<>.nnah Dunken, Jane 

Hunt end Penelo;:ie EnP;lish on Septe1:iber !3, 1734 take quiet poi::session of a certain tract 
iJ of land with buildini~S therecn end ap:)urtenences by virtue of a certain mtr~e. d~ed thereof 
i • c:.ede and executed tc{ him. by Edward Kitchen '.Lurner of :caid Salem bearin;r the dete of 
.j July 13, 1773 being ,collateral security for 200 younds l~wful money du~ fro:n said 1\.irner 
·! to said '.Jeorze Bethune ••• failure to per:'orm the ccnditicn of said :r,t·:e. we<! fully ocknow-
i ledeed nnd allcwed ~y John Turner the Tenant in }JOSses:=ion ~tho attorn 1 d to said George 

:! in e.n im·tru:nent 1.1:-:ider his h!md and Ee11l Sei,tenber e. rn:i the estate of :=aid Georc·e in the 
·I prerr:.ises conseauence of the actun1 sei:::en end the le pse of more thnn ;, yea rs without re­

·dempticn on the :)art of Edward Kitchen Turm.r or his heirs of ossi:~ns, •.• whereas seid 
'.}eor<e Eethunc did by his lest will end test::i.;.:ient devise end beque?th one auerter µert 
of the inco~e cf his real ertete to Enid ~ary end the residue ~~ his estate to all his 
children equel ?arts (aforene:·ied), said :i:{athQniel tc- (,old Susannah 1c port in 'I'rust ••• 
fer 93 ?Ounds 15 shillin;~s "caid to t~1e-;.ri by iUcholas Crosby ,,nd Benja;~in S:;:ith, Traders, 
their heirs nnd esci~nc, their five undi~ided ei~hth ?Brts of the ~ollowin~ eforeseid 
piece of land (so described above). ;.:ary Seti-.une doth .~or c::nsidere.t:::n af'cre::aid ;:ieid 
to her children ond th~ :··urther nu:u c:~ 5 cilil lin;s convey to Crosby an<l S:Jith all her 
ri1~ht::; e,nc interer-t in the ',iesterly yart of the trect of lvnd tc.ken b:.r mid Geor'.re this 
January 10, 1733 ••• Whereas cur sister linne 3ethune encl cur Drother Geor.;e Bethi.me are 

I 
i 
i 

I 
! 

minors end cur sister i·:ory ... ::.tchell; ux cf Iienry, is absent, t!;at deeds ccnnot be ';iven 
of their res;,ective titles at _;>resent but we bein,~ wil1ins to essure to auid S~ith and 
Crosby the purchase o~ the respective titles (3 undivided ei;hthe) sold by us as o~oreseid 
for 56 poi.md:: 5 shllUn;u:; end wit:; in 3 yel~rs fro;:.! dcte they she.11 receive good end su.::":.-. 
cient ti tl0 J.:;cd: uf said land belon~in;:; to our brothers and sisters." 

See Book 154, page 8 and 13ook 133, page 70 : 11 the witt-.in obligation is ca nee lled 
there" was ~ritten aside on Deck 147, pe~e 95. 

George Bethune of 
Boston, Merchant 

July 13, 1773 

EdwB rd Kitchen Turner 11 ~~he:-eos the said Zdwo rd Kitchen stands justly 
'.Ientleu;an indebted to the said 1eor.c;e Sethune in the 

sum of' 200 pcunds lawfu 1 mcney for which he 
to.i;ether with John Turner of said Selel:l have 
~iven their bond to the seid Geor~e Bethune 
;r tne ?enelty c;f 40Q, ,cunus laHf~l ·.1oney 

cond i ti:- ned to pay t'::1e :.:o id Geor,.;re Bet:-,une the snid su;·:i oz:' 2.0C ~·~unds lewful :r.oney with 
lawi\.11 .;.ntere:--t for the :::r-:;.e en or before the 13th. dHy of July which ;1il 1 be in the yern 
of ;ti~, Lord 1774 cs by the ssid 3o::ld bef)rin~ even_dete \r;.th t:1ese , rcc-ents reference there­
to bein""; had \·lill fully a..1peer. Now this lndenture witnesseth that the said Zdwerd 

'I 
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Gren tee Grentor -·---
Kitchen Turner eE' n collnterF11 ,..nJ further :::ecurity fc,r :::l'id p~yment AE i>l~c for en~ in 
c::nside:reti~":'l d' the ::u:n elf''.) :'hillin:;t to him ;)aid by the caid '}eor;;e r?ethi.;ne-the receipt 
whereof h~ doth here~y nckncwl~~~e hath grnnted ••• unto the said 3cor~e Bethune a certiin 
piece or j:·ercel of' J.,,nd 3ituated in S::.1..ci:.:. 0~~~ i·e.seid, bo1.1nded Xcrtherly on the ~t.ein .street 
there mees1.1rin~ 25g feet, easterly on land of CeJt. Geo. Csborn there ~easuring ~15 feet, 
Southerly on lend of T:racthy Pickerin; there ~eesurlng 213 feet, end ~esterly on land of 
Jose~h Gaboi there meesurini 414 feet or however otherwise bounded with all fences, iriv­
iled6:::s, end ep.'-'Yrtenances whatsoever thereunto belon;in:~ or any wise api;ertainin_s end 
the .Revereicns end Ret:1einders of t::e se:::ie. 11 · 

Book 151, pe,ge 173 

Edward Kitchen Turner Jo'c,n \:arden 
Gentlea:an Yeoman 

March 15, 1775 

(Plea of hmd--com•.uon 
recovery was duly 
suffered--~Arden 

de:~.e ndent, Turner 
tenant) 

Citv P.el~ Tax f\ecords, .§_ale::., l·:ass. 

.''two .tia rce ls cf lan.d in said Sa lern, one 
ccntalni~~ abc1,,1t two acres, 60 rods, adjoin­
ing to land of Jcse~h Gebot, the otter 
conta:nin~ about .one acre ~9 rods bounded 
East on Kitchen LPne, WeEt on 302ec 1 land, 
with the a~~urtenances all ~erticulerly men­
tioned end described in the Record of scid 
Recovery•." 

* 11 a y..iece or parcel of lend sit'..iete in said 
s~ lem bcunded North C•n the l·:a in Street end 
there measureth 15 ?Cies ~nd 15 links, South 
on lnnd of Timothy Pickering and there ~ees­
"ureth 14 2cles nnd 15 ~inks, East on lend of 
George Csborn rnd there ~e~sureth 25 ~oles 
end 3 lipks, west en lend 01' Jose?h Get.ct 
and there :.c.e::>.Eureth 25 pdes· end 4 links .. 
containing in the whole 2 acres and GO rods 
with the ap;urtenences ••• 11 

from the Record o~ the Infericr G~urt 
cf' Go~•mon Pleas' :2ook 5, pe[;e 4:;o 

1783 .. Nicholas Jrosby :isted in \fard 2 es ownin;; a"hcusc--":'200 11 

and" tie. rt land (Turner )------------,.,-100 11 

Benja~in s~ith not l~sted. 

17.:,9 

1790 

Ded~ction: Crosby wes ~eying te.xes for both as re~erds Turner's land and was 
payin~ taxes for h:s ~wn h~use in ~erd 2 

mi.cholas 'Gros by listed in ·.;erd 3 as owning 11 !-!ouse ;)a rt----300 11 

' .in ·,fa rd 2 11 carried to No. 3" 

Uicholas Gros by listed in ':lard 2 as owninc; 11.1. house--~300 11 
.I 2 

Essex Institute, SPlem, goss. 

~e cculd find no indicaticn in Bently or in the Salem newspaper for 178A-~9 that 
a house had teen ~oved from Ward 2 to ~erd 3 0s mi~ht be indic~ted by the tax records. 

I , 
------·· 

In Frank Cousins 1 bock, fifty Sr le:r. i)o~rweys, phte XIV the h~use is pictured with 
the following in:'orrr.ation: 'The C:ndicott :-:ou:::e, 259 :::sc:e;c Street, Si:;le:.., 1.:ass. De::crip­
tion: Zrected in 1770. A three story frame hcuse with hand-carved ornewentation, 2istorical 
Deta: The birti:plece of ;:,rs. ·.iilliem Zndicott, ';10.thcr of ii.Ary Endicott Chac.berlain, ·the 
wife oC Ri;rht Honorable Jose;;h Cheoberlein c;; i::ngland. 11 

•' ' .., ... .. . 
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Sull!lllary: The house at )59 Essex Street cannot be proved to exist before 1799 
from the evidence in the deeds, however the tax records show that t~ere wes no 
house on Turner 1s land in 17-'32 while there was one in 1709. ?resu.nnbly Crosby 
and Sffiith built the house (and the store~) before the division of land in 1799, 
Crcs.cy see:ning tc have sold (al thou~h there is no indication of this from the 
Grantdr index) or let his house in 0ard 2 after 1788 to move into the newly 
cou;~leted one on Zssex Street. This t'.'louc::ht :.s further substantiated by Cousins 1 

book 1 s date of 1790~ which so clo~ely ayproximates our own. It is possible that 
"House part 11 in the tax records of 17')9 indicates that the house we:: ·cnly pe.rtially 
built, wherees the next ycf\r 1s records :::how clearly that Crosby owned the full 
half share of a house. Thus it see;.:is theta date cf 17n,9 is reesonable as this was 
evidently the year in which the house was built, if not completed. 
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