. 359 Essex Street
“Smith,- Crosby - Endicott House, Built 1789"

In 1788, wheanenjaﬁin Smithband Nicholas Crosby purchased the éroperty
on Essex Street presently encompassing 359 and 361’Essex Street, it
contained no buildings. : By 1799, when a division of this property between
the two men was effected, Benjamin Smith obtained the easterly half with
the "dwelling house" which is presently 359 Essex Street,

As the tax records indicate, taxes were paid on part of a house in
1789 and as Cousins' book dates this house at 1790, together with the
fact that we know the house was up by 1799, I concur in the dating of

‘the house at 359 Essex Street at 1789,
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Dr. Herry . Lowd, Jr.
259 Hesex Siresty; Selem, Mass,.
This iz a request thet an Historic Salsu house sign be :leced on the edove
residence reading "Szith-Crosby-Zndicoit House, Built 1709“ based uwon
the Tollowinz evidence.
dscex Ceunty Reristry of Descz, Sglexn, lassechusetts
Grantee /f~’3r,ntor Descripticn
y
Book 2531, uage 316“ . K 5
Nethalie N. Lewd 7 {J. Houghtcn idelellen,t "2 certain parcel of lend with the buildings
S Jr. : thereon, situated in said Salem end obcunded
for $.end other Executcor of the Hortherly by Zerex Strest 55 feet, uore or
valuabtle considers-} edtate of George E. less; Zaszterly by lend acw or late of Foster,
. ~ -
tions Percy Wilson, end Hoffusn 225 fe=%, czore or less;
o . sutherly by land cf ssid Hoffuan 51 feet,
s 2 -~ 0y
dugpust 25, 19&77 . more or leces; end Wezterly by land now cor late
. of Creszer 217 fest, ~ore cr lese.®
::t‘n’t_'vv‘ - e v ~ —3 - e b e S A
Gk 2935, parze 42k
. L
Cstiherine W. Percy 4§ Georze Z. Psrcy § Some descriziticn as sbove, plus the following:
(ux Gsorgze) "eleo all household Purniturs end sercsonnl
eflects of cvery neue and rneture thet nay be
Noverber 1, 19322 T in said buildings."
Bocok 1272, rages
150-151
3
&ecrge 5. Peroy -G. Peabody et ux ; Sowe descripticn ee above except for the
§ Clerisse (sczetimes 3 folleowing change:
fﬂr 1 1 called Clare) and 7 V"lortherly by seid Sirest 45 feet,®
. N A . 1 1 e g s
Meriha Pesbedy, widowt and the Jollowing sdditlion:
sugast 21, 13878 i of Frencis resbody §  "This conveyance is uwade to Lerfect the re-
o X JU N :
of Szlexm E cent tiiie of the prenizes above dusccerited
w1101 are the cene preulses conveyed by Wil-
lism C. Irndicott, Jecrze Dexter, and Sazran
¢ R. Dexter, ux, in hner rizht tc srid Gecrve
;é E. Percy, by de=d, susust 21, 1273, an unre-
4 corded deed frow heirs et lew of Cewuel in-
§ dicott to Zlizabeth, ux, cf the ssld rremisss
‘i made pricr tc 1841, heving been lest.®
.;.
oy i e BN A T R b T
i
Beek 1222, razes 1513 Williawm C. BEndicott, 7 Seme dercerivtion »= above.
b A -
Georye Dexter, end £
Gecrze &, fercy Sarzh, ux. ¥
¥
- ¥
. P
for & § .
fan 3 '
1228 ;J‘
i
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Vﬁ:Grantce
ok 210, leaf 182

Samuel Endicott,
" Merchant

for 34800

Mey 9, 1816

3

Grantor .= -

Benjamin Lander,
Merchant

“a certain piece of Yand with the dwelling
house and all other buildings thereon, situa-
ted in ssid Salem sforeseid and bounded Nerth-
erly by Zssex Street, so called, 55 feet end

4 inches, Zacterly bv land of Foster 240 feet,
Southerly by land of the widow of George Wil-
lisms late of Semuel Putnam, Zsq., 51 feet }
and 8§ inches, and idesterly by land of Michael Webb,
251 feet, tozether with all en
priviledses and ap.urtensnces to the premises
or any part thereof beleonging.™

sinzular the

Book 175, page 227

Benjemin Lender,
Herchant

for %2500

March 5, i805

Benjamin Saith,
Merchant
(ux, Abiah, releaces
dower)

Y

231 feet."

"my dwellinz hcuse sét on Essex Street in said
Selem eforesaid, with the land under end ad-
joining, bounding as follows, vic. FHortherly
on Escex Street 54 feet 5 inches, Easterly

by land of John Foster 240 feet, Soutnerly

by land of Sewuel rPutnam, Ssqs, 51 feet and

6 inches, Westerly by land of Michael webbd

Book 165, pages 23
end 24

Benjamin Swith
for 41275

July 5, 1799

Nicholas Crosby

for $1

Nicholas Crosby,
Elizabeth, ux,
Trader

Benjamin Smith,
Abiah, ux,
Trader

This is the

- thereof."

Division of
end Crosbys;

“EBactern moiety or half
Street equidistent frem
of Cabot, Scutherly straizht acrees =eid
town wey (Chestnut St.) %o a steke by land
of John Pickering equidistant froem land of
Lymen to land of Cabot, with dwelling house,

lsnd between Smith

vart...steke on Lsces
lend of Lyzan end lend

"lestern nmciety or half part...with larce
store and other buildin-s therecn.”

Whole part is described as “bounded Kortherly
on Bsrex Street 129 feet, 'iesterly by land
of Joseph Cabot 415 feet, SLoutherly on land
of John Pickering 120 feet end 9 inches,
Easterly on lsnd of Thec. Lyman 42C feet,
with dwelling house, large store cnd other
buildings thereon.

Seid lend teinz subject

to a rizht of way cver the Scutherly part

A Y T I 4
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Grantee Granfor
Book 147, pages 94
and 95
Nicholes Crosby =znd Bethune Family* Mbeins one meiety or half pert of the tract
Benjemin Smith of land teaken by said Geor:se by morisarze deed
’ : as eforesczid znd cituated in said Salem end
for 93 pounds and is also the westerly half of eaid land end
15 shillings bounded as follows: INcrtherly on the lain
' Street 129 feet, Westerly on the land of widow
January 10, 1738 Cebot, 415 feet, Southerly on land of John
. = Pickerinz, Zsq., 120 fe=t 9 inches, Easterly
' on the cther half pert of said tract of land
belongin: to the estete of szid Gecr-e,de-
ceased, there weasurins 427 feet be the same

: ! : " wore or less however otherwise bounded"
*Mary Bethune of Uaabridee, widow of Jeorse Bethune, ium. Hunt, Ccunrty Squire, Jane,.
ux, Benjemin Bethune of Doston, Gentleman, Thomas Enslish of Bcston, merchent, ux.’
Penelcpe, Nathaniel Bethune, Bozton, uerchant, Trustee to Sussmmah, Dunken ux of Edumund

" Dunken, Merchant. Seid George, fether of Benjewin snd Nathaniel, Jusannah Dunken, Jane

Hunt end Penelove Enzlish on September £, 1734 take quiet possession of a certain tract

of lend with huildings therecn end apnurtensnces by virtue of a certain mtre, deed thereof

zede and executed tc him by Zdward Kitchen Turner of raid Salem bearinz the dete of
July 13, 1773 bveing ccllateral security for 200 pounds lewful money due from ssid Turner

to ssid Georre Bethune...failure to perform the ccnditicun of ssid mtre. wes fully acknow-

ledged snd allewed By John Turner the Tenant in wposcession who esttorn'd to said George

in en instrument uader his hand and ceal Septenber C end the estete of eaid Georre in the

prexises conseguence of the actual seizen end the lepse of more thon ? years without re-

7

‘dempticn on the pert cf Zdward Kitchen Turner or his heirs of nscgisns,...whereac caid

Geor:e Bethune did by his last will end testament devise end bequeath one ouzrter part
of the income cf his real ectate to =old Hary end the residue of hic estste to all hie
children equel varts (aforenemed), snid Natheniel teo hold Susannah'c psrt in Trust...
for 92 vounds 15 shillinze jeid to theuw by Nichiolas Crosby snd Benjaain Szith, Traders,
their neire and sscigne, thelr five undivided eizntha parts of the Tollowins aforesaid
plece of land (co described above). Nary Sethune doth Jor ccnsideraticn sforeszid poid
to ner children end the urther sux ¢ 5 chillinse convey to Crosby and Snaith all ner
rizhte and interert in the Vesterly part of the trect of lsnd teken by said Georze this
Jenuary 10, 1733... Whereas cur sister dnne Zethune end cur Drother Geor:e Dethuns are
minors and cur sister liery Gitehell, ux of lienry, is absent, that deeds cennot be ziven
of their recpective titles at present tul we being willing to escure to sald Smith and

Crosby the purchese of the resgective titles (3 undivided eizhthe) zold by us 2s aforeceid

for 55 pounds 5 shillings and within 3 years frou dete they shell reéeive good end su
cient title doedz of sald land beloniing to our brothers end sisters."

P

See Book 154, paze & and Book 183, page 7O :¥the witnhin obligation is cencelled

- .

there" was written aside on Book 147, paze 95.

ass L,

Bock 132, leaf 23 e
George Bethune of Edwsrd Kitchen Turner| "@dhercos the said Zdwsrd Kitchen stends justly
Beston, Merchant Jentleuwsn indebted to the said Seorge Zethune in the
sum of 200 gzcunde lswful mcney for which he
July 13, 1773 ; } torether with John Turner of said Sslem have
: : given their bond to the seid Georsme Bethiune
. of the Penelty of 40Q ;cunds lawful wonesy

conditirnad to pay the spid Georgze Bethune the said sun of ZCC pcunds lswful money with
lewful interert for the crie on or before the 12th. day of July which will be in the

of ouy Lord 1774 es by the =

to teiny had will fully appeer. Now this Indenture witnesseth that the said Zdwerd

i

4,

e

the year
2id 3end beering even dete with these ' rerents reference there-
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Grentee i Grenter ; : Lok f*Deecrl ticn

Kitchen Turner es n end
ccnsideraticon of the cum of 9 rhillinge to him peid by the seid Georse Pethune-the receipt
whereof he doth hereby nckn<wlﬁdwe nath grented...unto the csid George Bethune a certein
plece or percel of lend citusted in Sclewx alcreseid, bounded Jertherly on the Main street
5A feet, easterly on land of Cept. Ceo. Csborn there measuring 415 feet,

collateral snd further cecurity for zeid payment me elrc for end in

there meesuring 2
Southerly on lend of Timcthy Pickering there weessuring 213 feet, end Westerly on land of
Josevn Cabot there weesuring 414 feet or however otherwice bounded with all fences, priv-

-iledzss, &nd egourtenances whatsoever thereunto belonyging or eny wise apperteining end

the Revercicne end Remeinders of the same."

Book 131, pege 173

Edwerd Kitchen Turner! Joun Warden "two percels of land in sa2id Sslem, one
Gentliexsn Yeoman containin: abcut two scres, 50 rods, edjcin-
' ' R ing to land of Jcoseph Cebot, the otter
Merch 15, 1773 ‘ _ conteininz about .one scre |9 rods tounded
: ’ ) Esst on Yitchen Lene, Vect con Reges' lend,
{(Plea of lend--coruwon - : with the aspurtenances all perticularly men-
‘recovery wss duly ticned and described in the Record of seid
suffered--iarden Recovery*."
desndent, Turner ' - ' *%a viece or narcel of land situate in said
' tenant) Selem bounded North on the Main Street and

there messureth 15 pcles and 15 links, South
on land of Timethy Pickering and there mess-
ureth 14 pcles and 15 links, EZest on lend of
Jeorge Csborn rnd there mce;ureth 25 ¢oles
end % linke, west on lend of Josesh Cetet
and there weacureth 5 pcles end 4 1inks
containing in the whole 2 peres and €O rods
with the azyurtensaces..."

from the Record of the Infericr Court

cf Coumon Plesz, Dook 5, pege 420
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City Hell Tax Records, Sslex, Hess

1788 ..Nicholes Crosby listed in Ward 2 es owning a"hcuce--~200"
and"pert land (Turner)————-—-- ——m==100"
Benjaxin Sulth not listed.

Deduction: Crosby wzs peying texes for both as rezerds Turner's lend and wes
paying taxes for his cwn hcuse in werd 2

I3

1729 Iicholas’Crosby listed in Werd 3 as owning "Uouse parte--~300"
Tt L '.in Werd 2 "carried to No. 3"

1760 Nicholas Crosby listed in Ward % ss ownint "5 house--=2C0"

Essex Institute, Ezlem, Mass,

de cculd find no indiceaticn in Bently or in the Salem newszpeper for 1788-%9 that

a houze had heen wmoved from Ward 2 to Ward 3 sas wight be indicoted by the tex rscords
In Frank Ccousins' bock, Fifty Selew Doarwsys, ,JIQLe XIV the nguse is pictured w1th

the following inforwaticn: "The Endicctt Houce, 259 Zzcex Street, Salew, Mass, Descrip-

tion: Zrected in 1770« 4 three gtory frame hcuse with nend-carved ornsuentstion, Historical

Deta: The birthplece of lirs. Williem Endicott, wcther of Kary Zndicott Cunmberlaln, the

wife of Hirht Honorable Joseph Chewmberlsin of Zngland.!

i,



Summary: The house at 359 Escex Sireet cennct be proved to exist before 1799
from the evidence in the deeds, however the tax records show that there wes no
house on Turner's land in 1738 while there was one in 1739, Presuaably Crosby
and Swmith ilt the hcuse (end the etore?) before the division of lend in 1799,
Crosty seeming tc have sold (slthouzh there is no indication of this from the
Grantor index) or let ais house in Vard 2 after 1728 to move into the newly )
completed one on Issex Street. This thourht is further substantiated by Cousins'
bock's date of 1790; which so closely avproximates our own. It is possible that
"House part" in the tax records of 1739 indicates that the house wsc cnly pertielly
built, wherees the next year's records show clearly that Crosby owned the full
half shsre of a house. Thus it seems thet a date cf 1739 is reesonable &s this wes
evidently the yesr in which the house wes built, if not completed.
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