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According to available evidence, this house was built for Mrs. Martha 
Luscomb Webb, 66, a widow, in 1870. 

On 3 May 1870 Mrs. Martha Webb for $1300 purchased from Elizabeth 
Hodges a piece of land on Chestnut Street (ED 797: 13). The lot fronted 
southerly 33' 3" on Chestnut Street, and bounded easterly 67' on land of J.B. 
Curwen, northerly 44' 6" on land of Lemuel Higbee, and westerly 65' on 
land of the King heirs. 

The double house was built late in 1870, evidently, and certainly by 1871, in 
cooperation with James B. Curwen, who owned the easterly half of the new 
house. It was modeled on the so-called Second Empire style of architecture, 
made popular in France in the 1850s and 1860s, and featuring a mansard 
roof to create a third story of livable space. 

Martha Tucker Luscomb (1804-1888) was born in Salem on Oct. 4, 1804, 
exactly three months after the birth of another Salem child named Nathaniel 
Hathorne, Jr. She was the daughter of a house painter, William Luscomb 
(1773-1820), and his wife Mehitable Mansfield (1774?-1825). Martha was 
the second-youngest of seven children, six of whom survived infancy. Her 
only brother, William G. Luscomb, became a merchant but died at Panama 
in 1826, probably of a tropical fever, at the age of 25. 

Martha T. Luscomb married Stephen Webb (1802-1869) in 1831 . He was 
the son of Capt. Benjamin Webb, and was employed, at that time, probably 
in a merchant's counting house; and he eventually became a bank manager 
and later an official with Internal Revenue. Stephen and Martha Webb 
resided at 81 Essex Street in the handsome old Hodges mansion, and had 
several children, the first of whom was named William George Webb, 
probably in honor of Mrs. Webb's deceased brother William G. Luscomb. 

By 1850, Mr. Stephen Webb was the cashier (manager) of the Mercantile 
Bank of Salem, with real estate worth $8100; he and Martha, 44, resided at 
81 Essex Street with their children William G., 18, a clerk, Stephen, 15, John 



F. , 11, Martha, ten, and Isabella, two, and they had two Irish servants, Mary 
Callaghan, 34, and Margaret O'Leary, 15. In another part of that house 
resided their tenant, Capt. Emery S. Johnson, 23, a shipmaster, his wife 
Annie, 24, and Eunice Baker, 30 (per 1850 census, house 429). 

The Webbs' sons, William George Webb and John Felt Webb 2d, became 
engaged in Salem's trade with the east coast of Africa, especially Zanzibar. 
This trade, which included dealing in slaves, was prosecuted by Capt. John 
Bertram, the eminent merchant, who employed other members of the Webb 
family as well. William G. Webb, a merchant with offices in the Asiatic 
Building, wed Annie P. Bertram, 21, in 1867. They resided at 38 Chestnut 
Street (see 1869 Salem Directory) at that time and afterwards. 

Mr. Stephen Webb died on 2 May 1869, in his 671
h year. Mrs. Martha Webb 

and her children soon made plans to re-locate to Chestnut Street, and entered 
into an agreement with James B. Curwen to share the costs of building this 
large double house in 1870-1. 

Residing here in 1871 (per 1872 Salem Directory) with Mrs. Webb were her 
son, John Felt Webb 2d, 33, and her daughters Martha, 31, and Isabelle, 21. 
John F. Webb was named for an uncle, Capt. John F. Webb, who had been 
active in the trade with Zanzibar (he was U.S. Consul there for some time) 
and had spent most of his life abroad, dying in 1861-a character straight 
out of the novels of Joseph Conrad. The namesake was of a similar bent, 
and, like his brother W.G. Webb, went as a young man to Zanzibar, 
probably in the employ of Capt. Bertram. W. G. Webb went on to China, in 
the employ of Augustine Heard in the illegal opium trade; and it may be that 
J.P. Webb 2nd did the same. 

In 1869 John Felt Webb was in Zanzibar, but technically resided with his 
father and mother at 81 Essex Street. How often he was in Salem is not 
known, but he probably had the status of a visitor more than that of a 
resident. Mr. J.P. Webb, like his uncle and brother, served as U.S. Consul at 
Zanzibar, while primarily engaged as a commercial agent there. After his 
father's death he is listed in the Salem Directory for 1872 as "John F. Webb 
(Zanzibar), house 46 Chestnut Street, corner Flint." At that time there was 
no house on the corner lot, so technically this house was at the corner of 
Flint Street. His mother, "Mrs. Stephen Webb," is also listed at 46 Chestnut 
Street. 



John Felt Webb Esq. did return from Zanzibar, however briefly; and he died 
at Bangor, Maine, in early December, 1876, aged 38 years (per Salem 
Register, 4 Dec. 1876). After that, the house was occupied by Mrs. Martha 
Webb and her two unmarried daughters, Martha and Isabel. 

In the booklet Notes on The Building of Chestnut Street (p. 25), R.H. 
Wiswall and H.W. Belknap write that this house was "built by James B. 
Curwen and William G. Webb probably not much before 1870," and "in No. 
46 lived William G. Webb, 1869, and the Webb family until 1914." The 
booklet is incorrect about the date of construction and the first occupants (in 
1869-70 and after, W.G. Webb resided at 38 Chestnut Street; it was his 
mother and siblings who resided here). The inaccuracies appear to arise 
from the authors' lack of interest in the houses built "later" on the street. 

Mrs. Martha (Luscomb) Webb and her daughters Martha and Isabelle 
continued to reside here for many years. In 1880 (per 1880 census, ED 264, 
SD 60, p.39) Mrs. Martha L. Webb, 76, was "keeping house" here, while 
daughter Martha Webb, 40, and daughter Isabelle Webb, 30, were "at 
home," along with their servant, Anastasia Denney, 28, born in Ireland. 

Mrs. Martha Webb died on Sunday morning, Christmas Eve, 1888, aged 84 
years. Her obituary refers to her "fine social qualities," and to her being 
"refined and dignified, generous and affectionate," with "deep religious 
convictions." Her "faculties were preserved to the last" (per Salem Gazette, 
25 Dec. 1888). 

After her death, the property was inherited by her son William G. Webb and 
her daughters Martha and Isabelle. In February, 1892, W.G. Webb 
conveyed his interest in the homestead to his two sisters, Martha, and 
"Isabella" Webb (ED 1334:240). 

The two Misses Webb never married. Martha predeceased Isabel, who died 
on 29 June 1913, aged 65 years. Isabel, born 6 June 1848, died here at 
home, and "was a lady very much esteemed" (obituary, Salem Evening 
News, 29 June 1913). 

In October, 1913, the heir of the Misses Webb, their niece Mrs. Mary K. 
(Webb) Sanders, of Haverhill, sold the house and land to Mrs. Elizabeth J. 
Kiely of Salem, who resided here at least through 1935, by which time she 



had died. The house remained in the Kiely estate through 1940 and 
probably beyond. 

--Robert Booth for Historic Salem Inc., 4 Dec. 2000 



Glossary 

#1234 refers to probate case 1234, Essex County probate 
ED 123:45 refers to book 123, page 45, Essex South Registry of Deeds 
Salem Directory refers to the published Salem resident directories 
Census refers to census records, taken house-by-house with occupants listed. 
EIHC refers to Essex Institute Historical Collections 










































