180 Federal Street

This house was built for Ezekiel Wellr_nan, Salem tanner, in 1797,

In 1700 and before, this lot was part of a larger tract owned by the
Buffums, a Salem family well-known as Quakers. In the last half of
the 18th century this tract was owned by Joshua Buffum, Salem yeoman
(farmer). About the year 1760 Federal Street (then simply called the
New Street) was laid out through this land. By 3 Dec 1770 Joshua
Buffum was deceased, for on that date the administrator of his estate
for 51.4,0 sold to Jonathan Buffum, Salem tailor, a piece of land,
about 64 1/2 poles in area, bounded northwest on the North River
(which has since been reduced to a canal, above the North Street
overpass) and southeast on the New Street, southwest on Jeremiah
Hacker, and northeast on said Jonathan Buffum (142:63).

Jonathan Buffum, who had become a trader & farmer, died in 1793;
on 14 Mar 1794 his surviving children (Jonathan, Caleb, and daughter
Peace) partitioned his estate amongst themselves, with Peace re-
ceiving the Joshua Buffum parcel as part of her share (157:137).

She owned the land for three years, until 19 June 1797, when for
$516 she sold the Joshua Buffum parcel to Ezekiel Wellman and
Thomas Rand, Salem leather-dressers (tanners), (162:185).

The tax valuations up to 1797 show that Mr Wellman was assessed
for part of a house & shop, worth $350, while Mr Rand paid no tax
on any real estate, This situation held true for the assessment of
1797, which was probably made in the spring, before they had ac-
quired the property. The records for 1798 are no longer available,
but by 1799 Ezekiel Wellman was assessed for a house & shop

worth $900, a valuation which reflects the construction of a new
house on the land bought from Miss Buffum. The shop probably
refers to a building in the tan-yard back of the house. For the

rest of his life, Mr Wellman was assessed between $800-900 for

his house & shop with the homestead land; he later added 1 1/2 acres
elsewhere to his holdings, Thomas Rand was not assessed for any
real estate until 1810, four years after he had sold out to Mr Ellman,
so it is reasonable to conclude that he had nothing to do with the
construction of this house, although he and Ezekiel were no doubt
partners in the tanning business which was established on the property.

On 2 Ap 1806 for $500 Thomas Rand, Salem leather-dresser granted

to Ezekiel Wellman all his right to the land that they had bought from

Peace Buffum, "with all the buildings and improvements since made
thereon' (178:190), At this point Thomas Rand temporarily leaves the story
of  this property, He died of '""nervous fever" on 9 Dec 1820, aged

65 years, evidently a bachelor,
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Two days after Mr Rand's release, Ezekiel Wellman, on 4 Ap 1806,
for $700 mortgaged to Peace Buffum the 64 1/2-pole piece of land
with the tanyard,' dwelling house, & other buildings & improvements
thereon' (178:190),

Ezekiel Wellman (1752-1816) was born in Liynnfield, the son of Stephen

and Susannah (Pedrick) Wellman, his mother being a native of Marblehead,

He moved to Salem as a young man, and on 2 Ap 1775 married, here,
Elizabeth Ellingwood of Beverly (1752-1842), Between 1776-1791 they
had seven children, all of whom reached maturity. Mr Wellman was

a veteran of the Revolutionary War, having served as a volunteer in
the Rhode Island expedition of 1778 (EIHC 1:113), He seems to have
been a useful & succesful citizen of his adopted town, and so it is
surprising to find that on 30 May 1791, he, along with 215 other heads
of households, was warned to leave Salem, since he was from Lynn-
field, and had not "obtained the town's consent' to reside therein
(EIHC 43:345), This despite the fact that he had lived here since 1775!
This purge was not entirely successful; Mr Wellman and many others
continued to live here for the rest of their lives. It should be noted
that just a few months earlier, Salem had tried to remove its entire
Black population, Perhaps post-Revolutionary hard times precipi-
tated the town's outrageous behavior towrds the BPiacks and non-natives,

Ezekiel Wellman died on 8 Dec 1816, in his 65th year; at that time
his homestead was valued at $3166, and his total estate came to just
under $9000-~-quite a bit for those days (#29267).

Mr Wellman had never repaid the $700 mortgage from Peace Buffum

in 1806, Mrs Elizabeth Wellman, Ezekiel's widow, proceeded to take
out a second mortgage of $875 from her husband's former partner
Thomas Rand-on 2 Sept 1818 (218:9). Two weeks later, 19 Sept 1818
Peace Buffum assigned the mortgage she held to Alice Needham (218:1).
Mrs Wellman repaid neither mortgage, and on 30 July 1823 and 9 Sept
1824 both mortgages were released to Michael Pitman, Salem tanner,
who thus became the new owner of the premises (218:1,234:271). Mr
Pitman actually took possession of the place (house, tanyard, etc) on

30 July 1823, for a total of $1625 (EIHC 64:116),

Michael Pitman was probably the son of Michael Pitman of Salem, and
it may have been he who married Mary Bowditch in 1814, Mr Pitman
lived here only eight years, dying at the age of forty-one on 17 Aug
1831. At that time, "the homestead fronting Federal Street in Salem
and extending back to North river with all the buildings thereon &
tanyard" was valued at $3300; his total estate came to $18,559, 25
(#22064),



After Mr Pitman's death, the 64 1/2 pole parcel was sold off in at
least two different pieces; the larger piece, with this house and the
tannery, was sold on 26 May 1832 for $3000 to James Lord, Danvers
tanner (265:170). Mr Lord moved to Salem, and occupied this house
as his homestead; he operated the tannery business as James Lord &
Son, He lived here for nearly 40 years, dying on 8 Nov 1870, at which
time the homestead was valued at $4000 and the "tanyard, buildings,

& machinery" at $13,300; he also owned another lot & two houses
thereon on Federal Street, westward of the homestead (#45534),

On 11 Jan 1871 Mr Lord's children released their right to the much-
reduced homestead (lot & house) to their mother Sarah Lord (814:163),
She died on 20 Mar 1879, at which time the 180 Federal Street estate
was valued at $2700 (#45576). In August 1879 the other heirs released
their rights in the homestead to their sister Sarah B Lord, who thus
became the new owner of the place (1026:45),

She owned it for more than 30 years, dying on 3 April 1911, possessed
of a homestead worth $2500 (#111001). On 2 Nov 1911 the administrator
of her estate sold the place for $2025 at auction to Mary J, wife of
John J Connelly of Salem (2114:474). For the next 65 years, evidently,
the property stayed in the Connelly family,

At last, on 17 Aug 1976, for $38,000 John J Connelly Jr & his wife
Eleanor J, of Salem, granted the 180 Federal Street estate to its
present owner, Elizabeth A Kennedy of Marblehead, who now lives
in the house built for Ezekiel Wellman 180 years ago, (6270:427),

Robert Booth
16 Aug 1977

Notes:

A figure such as (123:45) refers to So. Essex County Registry of Deeds
book 123, page or leaf 45; a figure such as (#12345) refers to So, Essex
County Probate docket #12345, The figure (EIHC 12:234) refers to
Essex Institute Historical Collections, vol, 12, page 234,

Wellman family information came largely from Descendants of Thomas
Wellman of Lynn, Mass,, by JW Wellman; Boston, AH Wellman, 1918,
pages 198-9; and The Wellmans of New England by James Wellman,
Salem, 1867, page 11,
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WELLMAN

Ezekiel Wellman was born 6 Feb 1752, the son of Stephen & Susanna
(Pedrick) Wellman; he was a leather-dresser (tanner) and moved to
Salem by 2 April 1775, when he married Elizabeth Ellingwood (1752~
1842) of Beverly, He died 8 Dec 1816 in his 65th year, and she died
19 Feb 1842, one day short of the age of 90 years., Known children:
1) Elizabeth, 22 Sept 1776, m, (1) 1806 Philip Leach, (2) Capt
Timothy Hawkes; d. 25 Ap 1863,
2) Anna, 7 Dec 1778, m. 1798 Jacob Reed (d. 1825); d, 27 July 1855,
3) Lydia B, 25 Sept 1780, m, 1805 Jona,Osborn Jr; d, 24 Dec 1866,
4) Elisha, 10 May 1783, m. Clap Trask; d, 26 Sept 1824,
5) Desire E, 16 Feb 1785, m. 1806 John P Webber; d.5 Jan 1865,
6) Samuel E, 27 Ap 1788, m, 1807 Elizabeth Waters; d, 12 Oct 1820,
7) Stephen, 27 Oct 1791, m, Charlotte Robbins; d.19 Dec 1855,
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To the Honorable daee € Y (% /o Esquire, Judge
of Probate for the County of Essex.

Pursuant to a warrant from your honor, we, the subscribers, the committee therein
named, having been first sworn, have made the following

INVENTORY AND APPRAISEMENT OF THE ESTATE OF

Lcelige € C/(/mr/n

late of ‘fn (?M ~! in said county,,  I'tcenien, deccased, o testate,
as shewn to us by the administrato~. , .
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