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7 Boardman Street 

This pitched-roof, gable-end-to-street house was built by Samuel S. 
Merrill, Salem mason & builder, in 1878. It was one of the first two 
houses built on Boardman Street. 

The lot on which the house stands was sold for $700 on May 6, 187 8, 
to Mary Elizabeth, wife of Samuel S Merr,ill, by John Kinsman; this 
lot measured 50' on the street and ran back 70' in depth (1015:239). 
It should be noted that the present lot, 85' wide by 70' deep, is the 
pro du ct of a later 3 5' addition . 

The Salem valuation book for 1878·1isfs"Samuel S Merrill's ward two 
"unfinished new house, Boardman Street" worth $1800, standing on land 
worth $1400. The valuation book for 1879 lists Samuel S Merrill's 
unfinished house at 7 Boardman Street, worth $1900, standing on land 
worth $1100. Valuations were supposed to have been made on ·May 1st. 
Since the house when finished was listed as being worth $1900, it seems 
clear that the house was unfinished only in minor details, and was sub­
stantially complete in the spring of 1878. This is borne out by the fact 
that the 1879 Salem Directory (the information for which was gathered in 
1878) lists Samuel S Merrill as living at 7 Boardman Street; in addition, 
the street books kept by the city of Salem show that in 1878 Samuel S 
Merrill had a "new house" on Boardman Street. He·had resided pre­
viously at 11 Oliver Street. 

The title was in Mrs Merrill's name, and on 24 July 1919 she conveyed the 
premises to Joshua N Hemeon (2421:418). Mr Hemeon conveyed the same 
on 12 June 1922 to William R Hemeon (2516:579). On 23 June 1922 
William R Hemeon conveyed a half interest in the place to Joshua N 
Hemeon (2526:404), and on 12 Jan 1926 ·Joshua re conveyed the half 
interest to William R Hemeon (2669:411). William thus acquired the 
premises entire. 

On 22 Dec 1930 Mr Hemeon convyed the estate to Margaret M Hemeon 
(2870:284). On 8 Oct 1936 she conveyed the same ,to Catherine M Soper 
(3090: 193). On 24 Jan 1951 Catherine Soper granted the ~ouse & land 
to the survivor of herself and James E Soper, via 13traw Charles A Green 
(3799:197, 198). 

At last, on 13 Sept 1974 James E Soper for $35, 900 granted the premises 
to Gary R Daniels and his wife Christine M, the present owners and 
occupants of the house that Samuel Merrill built 99 years ago. 

Robert Booth 
21 Sept 1977 

largely researched by owner Gary R Daniels 



Ms. Andrea K. Calfee 
Executive Secretary 
Historic Salem, Inc. 
Box 865 
Salem, MA 01970 

Dear Ms. Calfee: 

7 Boardman Street 
Salem, MA 01970 
September 17, 1977 

Enclosed please f1nd the completed "Home Identification" Re-
' 

search Forms for my home at 7 Boardman Street. I have included 

all transfers eventhough most were only legal maneuvers. I have 

copies of all the ref~rcnced pages if you need them. 

To identify when the house was built I worked with the librarian 

at the Essex Institute. Boardman Street was laid out on July 15, 

1879. Mr. Samuel s. Merrill listed his address in the 1879 Salem 

Directory as 7 Boardman Street. Hence, it is reasonably concluded 

that the house was built in 1879. It is also reasonable to assume, 

from the location of the house on the street and subsequent list-

lngs of other houses in t~e Directory of 1881 (1880 is not avail­

able), that this 1s the first house on the street. 

I have also included a copy of Mr. Merrill's advertisement in the 

1879 Salem Directory. This, I believe, will identify his occupation 

for inclusion on the sign. 

I look forward to placing the sign on m,y· house. 



ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT. 363 

. N£lW~v~~~~£@ l£WJ ~~rID~W 9 
No. 215 Washington Street, Salem. 

Over Fi•aultlnnd'& 1\lnl'ble "'\"\ ... orkl!i. 

LAUNDRY WORK <lone in <i Fi1'st Class lliannci'. 

J, S. YORK & 00., PROPIUETORS. 
AGENTS, 

·1y. P. POUSLAND, 202~ ESSEX STREET. 
; 8. LEVY, • • • • • • • 153 l~SSEX S'fREE'l'. 

1 JOHN W. CIR.ANT, 
l\rA:::\UFACTUREI: OF 

PLAIN and FANCY 

PAFER BOXES~! 
Including Car!oans, WcdJiug Cake, &c. 

6 CENTRAL STREET, 
SAL Ki.II, 1lIASS • 

. SALEM GLUE FACTORY9 

. JOHN JY.'.C. ANDERSON, 
l\ranufncturer of ull Grades of 

GLUE., 
Cash-Paid for GLUE STOCK. 

78 lli(Jltlmul Ave., Salem. 
D. WEBSTER RING & C0. 1 

SAMUEL S. l\'IERRILL, 

!:MASON. ANJ) JEUXJLIDIB~9 
ii No. 7 BOARDMAN STREET, SALEM. 
1 I 
/I S. SHEPPARD & CO.,, 

Ii PRAC.THCAIL UPMOILST~~ERS 

ll . No •. 208 ESSEX ST., SALE::'.\:J:, I 
I Upholstery Goods, nnd 'Window Shades. Puro Hnir 11! attresses and C.1mrch · 
,_ Cushions. J)rapery in all Designs. Spring Beds and l'eutb.ers. 
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Box 0u~ · 

Salem, Muss. 01.~ 70 

<tecord book number ... 3 CJ ~ Q ._ · i:i: ... p_age. :\.l. ':\ 3. ...... date of deed .... H>/ f;/ $. r,, ... /L ..... . 
urantorsname ... \'.\n~~· ·~· .f:J\ .. ) . . ·-?·t~W.S.~ ... . sold for (if noted) .... lJ:' .... . . 

sold to (Grantees Name) .. ~\..9./l)..r~>.A .. L ... -..... ·~· ........................... . 
Description of property from deed,(should include boundaries, abutto:ts, any reference to a building 
or house) 
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