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~th.()fc't.h• hbu•••t.>.£ JoafiphRoas.defteen~e<l to .hts 9~1'¥ 
·· >,Ch~4, il'(tseph~ ?;who, withJ11s larea t~iJ,.,., · 

. .<i?lt.o th sO()n aftfr the death of 
..-if ~()t,bat~~·e .. ,>.... ...•. ?.o.ss Jr, a .housswrtpt 
c.~~•lld #a~~- 'll~C! · .... w!t'e Alice (Poor.} haa 

~ant ··i'•~1'1 ~t!l~J':,·i'•tt(!?i, .. Jos!.lph .. Jr, Abis•il.~ 
.wilii~, 8Jll,)~~t llnl.l#F?l(ia .Cottpn, pe;v},d1 .e:nd· :· , 't ta . .~~~lit• ~hat Vf!try little int'or•, 

.... ·· ... · ..... ··. ~onee~g ·· · ·· · · · life~ On 7 Jan ~8~3 he 
l~ar.,e1d. th1a hol'fl.~;•t•#-~ . t~ Josoph Anar·e:ws, Ss,lcm 

£ l2)tl; 196 )l iw·.·. , • .· scfl~gJ;td the Jr1ortg .. a . o.n 
j1~82)2{2J0:1.96li(··.·· ••. •••:th.~ sold the p:rem!ses foJ> 
::·i:~e-! Stone~ Sal.~;~•cn, on 8 .. Ap 1.823,· onl,. three 
· .. ·. fi.• ... •. < ·.t·. e.k .. i. ·.n. s .. .i>u .. ·.t· .. ·.•·.•. i_ ·h ... • .• ·.•.··.·.··· ... ~.C)r. -~.g•ge. " ... w ... hi.oh. · 1.:r. S.tc.'n. •... .w_a .. •. re'luir•d to pay. (23): 11 J" ·. J~seph Bosa went on to'. 
•hi$J'ed$r•l'$,~:r~•:th~~$8 twjce iriQctober162,S; 
c ·.1.· .. 8 ... 2$.·<he··.··d_i .. ·.e~.""·.·.·.r ..... ·~ ... ~~ .. t·h. ·_1$i·.s ... p.u:lmo~e.lis" .. at t. he_ .. : a·'. e. ...... • s. . He l•t.t an,,.,Jtct• l'torth $1326 to his wife and 

t~····<t .... ·. .·~n.· ''a!(~19l· · ·. ·· · . 
Z&~ei;;~~1>~~, Jia~uion, o~~d ~~ hoµsf# tor 17 yeus, a~.llins the 
pt-e•.$f~s 1xa.1. 1JSttO.·fo:tffJ1~'JO·t9;/Jonn.Hen1ield, Salem aentle•. 
·~· lJ~S.::J9Q) ~ ?-ht H-nf.1~~ ... t.f:~.tu.~11 more ot a tr'1.4er th~ -.;> · •~1 .. •.4~ &.: • ·;t~t£4.tol' 10 ,:ears, and then sold 
~J:· 1<.l ttJ.l!.: • :~'!Ph•l) ~r:ran,, a s~.lem. ~,.ason., 

· ()t · .. ''~• :~ ·<ilr ~r:ran,. havi~ turn(jd. in 
· <tJJu,• 1.:.t• .·r~~·at1t•a a ••chl!mistw!i~n;, .. cn. 

1. .• t$'1! ft ···· ~~d ~~~ P~•tses to Jon,.~ D-, 
I• sld: 'l;,obt: ~;•lf.:1·zl• ·Mr C!iapple $D.t bo.ek, 

.. . .. ·•. -+;•.J?.$.pe, a.ad, ··~ ·.• 4l J'e.•rs, sellins tb.e est-.te .. . t!a:l;f · .18t1 tor ·t:a.. ;~.t~.r~an" a Sale:u widov 

.ll1'ed h•~• tor n~arlt e. .e~ntl1%'7• 
1'6 ;Ian 1877 to (hex- son ft} lt~c;ha~1, . 
~N to herselt the nort;h ... w~u~t:e.?"17 
,S•f).OJ:ld story ot tb1e h~tt-~,. and · . ,?•• a lite esta~e.(,69:40). · 

e .. s~e rooms. to J~Chaol1 
r;>t $61month paid to her · 

• Mioha•l McMaho.nandhts 
3>;&•~•r•l 7earsf . on ZCJ; Nov 19,05 

hia vile and a. aist.~r and 
o also 14.'t et (*97829 ). Soori atte:r · 

.. , ··th~.· hou•• w'a:S. . .· ~ea· ou.t to M!bssrs Litf.;l•field an<i 
.. •.•· ·. .··.··· •• 1 ant! 1~ st.,-•4 r~~tal pro}:htrt7 tor some tim~.. . 

A.t:la•t,..·Qn 26 JW.7 1.912 thl!t. last of the MeMahons, lltta M~ . . . 
a.}:~~~· f-fQ-SU'•P l~ ~~t(~t/l\ .and·. M1¢g.,.ret !£ ~e.Mahan, sole the. old 
fPfi};J' b9•1e f"Pr. ;,000. Ea.4.~ng with. 11-djoin~n& p.rope;-t7}. to 
t~l~~-···.ot OJV• .& .......... · R~~l~r ~st (5889 :170 >; this. ou.trit 
j;a .~~··t•14 the h~~se ;Z~ ~ .. g 1975 t:o N.L. Witihum, . trust~e 
,ot 1:2. ;~ S'tr•e;;t RtialtJ' T~•t (6175:649); Ms Withwn then 
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House & La..~d at 12 Lynn Street, Salem, Mass. 

This gambrel-roofed house was built by Joseph Ross, a housewright, 
in 1795. 

Th:r-oughout the first tilI'ee quarters of the 18th century, this 
lot was part of a relatively large tract owned by Salem's 
Beckford or Bickford family-. Part of this tract was sold for 
230 li on 17 Sept 1778 to Benjamin Goodhue Jr, Salem merchant, 
by Benjamin Bickfords a yeoman (farJ.ner) who had moved from 
Salem to Canterbury, New Hampshire (136:200). Mr Goodhue 
proceeded to lay out a road (now Lynn St) through this 1~ acre 
field, and on 15 Oct 1782 he sold the present house-lot for 
22.13.4 to Thomas Phillips, a Salem mariner (142:50). In this 
deed, River Street is referred to as 11 the road leading f'rom 
Bickford's Lane, 11 and Lynn Street is ealled "the new road 
laid out through my field;" this corner lot contained 11 1i3 
poles, and still does. 
Mr Phillips did not build on the land, selling it six years 
later, 17 Mar 1788, for 10.10.0 to Edward Southwick, Danvers 
tanner (147:131 ). Mr Southwick conveyed it for the same 
amount on 3 June 1788 to Robert Wallis, Salem cabinet-maker 
(153:253). Like his predecessors, Mr Wallis failed to build 
on the land, selling it 7 Feb 1792 for 11.8.0 to Joseph Ross, 
a Salem housewright (155:151). 
Mr Ross already owned a small house that he had built on lower 
Federal Street in 1771, so there was no pressing need to build 
on this lot. Up to the year 1795, the town assessed Joseph 
Ross for a house and land worth from $100-$200. On 1 Ap 1794, 
his eldest son, Joseph Jr, married Alice Poor; it seems clear 
that Joseph Ross Sr (probably with the help of his son Joseph 
Jr, who was also a housewright) built this house for himself, 
enabling his son to move into the smaller house on Federal 
Street. This situation is borne out by the Salem assessment 
for 1795, in which Joseph Ross Sr was assessed for a house 
valued at $700. The jump in assessment from $200 in 1794 to 
$700 in 1795 implies that Mr Ross had built a new house. 
Very little has come down to us concerning Joseph Ross. He 
was living in Salem and working as a housewright as early as 
25 June 1770, when he bought a Federal Street lot from Alice 
Blaney (127:234); he and his wife Sarah had six children (at 
least) between 1770 & 1786; only two of the children survived 
to maturity: Joseph (1770-1825) and Nathaniel (~786-1815). 
Mr Ross was deacon of the Tabernacle Church as early as 1809, 
and probably before; his wife Sarah (1745-1809) died in Salem 
18 Aug 1809, aged 64 years, and Deacon Joseph followed her to 
the grave (thanks to a case of "lung fever") on 25 Mar 1818, 
at which time he was either 76 years and 7 months or 78 years 
of age. 



Bo~h of the houses of Joseph Ross descended to his only 
surviving child, Joseph ~r, who, with his large family, 
probably moved into this house soon after the death of 
his father--if not before. Joseph Ross Jr, a housewright 
like his deceased father, and his wife Alice (Poor) had 
ten children: Henry, Sally Felton, Joseph Jr, Abigail, 
Nathaniel, William, Hannah, Philinda Cotton, David, and 
Alice Jr. Again~ it is unfortunate that very little infor
mation exists coneerning Joseph's life. On 7 Jan 1823 he 
mortgaged this homestead for $255 to Joseph Andrews, Salem 
merchant (230:196); Mr Andrews discharged the mortgage on 
24 June 1823 (230:196). Mr Ross .then sold the premises f'or, 
$600 to James Stone;, Salem ro.a.son, on 8 Ap 1823, only three 
months after taking out the mortgage, which Mr Stone was 
probably required to pay (233:11 ). Joseph Ross went on to 
mortgage his Federal Street house twice in October 1825; 
On 20 Dec 1825 he died of "phthisis pulmonalis 11 at the age 
of 56 years. He left an estate worth $1328 to h1.s wife and 
ten children (#24219). 
James Stone, mason, owned the house for 17 years, selling the 
premises 7 May 1840 for $1150 te John Henfield, Salem gentle
man (318:190). Mr Henfield, actually more of a trader than 
a gentleman, owned the homestead for 10 yea.rs, and then sold 
it 2 July 1850 for $1100 to Stephen Curran, a Salem mason 
formerly of Danvers (431 :85). Mr Curran, having turned in 
his trowel for a test tube, was styled a chemist when, on 
24 May 1852, for $1100 he granted the premises to John D 
Chapple, Salem tobacconist (461 :~1). Mr Chapple sat back, 
lit his pipe, and stayed for 19 years, selling the estate 
on 6 July 1871 for $1750 to Ann McMahan, a Salem widow 
(828 :179). 
The McMahan or McMahon family lived here for nearly a century. 
Ann McMahon granted the place 6 Jan 1877 to (her son?) Michael 
McMahon, Salem laborer, reserving to herself the north-westerly 
front room and bedroom in the second story of the house, and 
the easterly room in the attic, as a life estate (969:40). 
Then on 1 Sept 1880 Ann leased these same rooms to Michael, 
who was occupying them, for a rent of $6/month paid to her 
for the rest of her life ( 1043 :27). Michael McMahon and his 
wife Winifred liveu here for several years; on 29 Nov 1905 
Mr McMahon died, childlessl leaving his wife and a sister and 
brother who also lived on River Street (#97829). Soon af'ter 
his death, the house was rented out to Messrs Littlefield and 
Moynihan, and it stayed rental property for some time. 

At last, on 26 July 197·2 the last of the McMahons, Rita M, 
a.k.a. Margaret 11 McMahon and Margaret E McMahan, sold the old 
family house for $20,000 (along with adjoining property) to 
trustees of Old Salem Realty Trust (5889:170); this outfit 
in turn sold the house 26 Aug 1975 to N.L. Withum, trustee 
of 12 Lynn Street Realty Trust (6175:649); Ms Withurn then 



( 

( 

sold the place on 12 Aug 1976 to Robert Bramble, trustee of 
Allyn Realty Trust (6268:558); Mr Bramble, trustee, on 
31 Aug 1976 granted the premises for $39,900 to the present 
owners, Walter and Ann Boyce (6274:291). 

Robert Booth 
10 Feb 1977 
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