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rm ••••• D3.te building erected) 

Brick buildi.ng o-rmed by Woman's Friend ·society 

12 Hawth0rne Blvd. SaJ.:em, 1\Tass. 

Book at Essex Ins ti tu.te. - . Title: "1.'.fr. S'e:muel fiicintire, Ca.rver, 
- The Architect of' S2.lem" By: Fiske Kimball 

Esx.Inst.# 720.974 K 49 C2 Page 135 

From page 135 .••• Jr}seph Fe::no Hc.-uses, Hawthorne Blvd. (f' .. :irmerly 12-14 Elm St.) 
Built 1811 - 1812 
Principol owners: Lakem:·n, Bertram, Hom· n's Fri end 3 .. )ciety 

.. Land deeded to Fenno in June 1796 (Registry of' Deeds 161:6) 

Dr,1 :.mont ~:t :t:ssex Institute 720.974 Sl9.1 
. ··-I --·· - -- -- -· . • -- . - - --- -----·--------- -- ------

T5: i;le .•• Pi'Ecinti.re Bicentennial Cele bra ti··)n 

Tour· of Mcintire Build i.ngs 

s·:lem, Massachusetts 

rr:::y · 11 - 12 1957 

(Bldg. #.2) Joseph Fenno House, 12 H~tvthr:rne Blvd .• S:o:.lem 

C-;·mer: 'N•)men's Friend s·)ciety 

31J,ilt by Joseph Fenno 

Erected in 1811-12 ~:wcordi.ng t<; t·ax ret lrns 

R:iuse attri butcd to S,~,muel Fi..eld . I.~cintire bec:·use of' style 



!~,r~ltl9if"[(~ift~"'-:,,, kl D(:J; .r: .!.UU..U _..._•··-·---1J.720 974 174 )'. . 1a~YJ:~ 1.1·~~~.:';·.··~:·:•· :L .· . . Essex Ins ti twto 1r ! A; 9 C2 1 .. 

,... . j;~3~;}Y9f;~~~~ri ;l r. hitecture ~y. Samuel ~ield Mclntir~ ... 
. :,.'I": ,·i,~ .. ,, ..... ·-~,.---, ...... 1--···~ ., __ ~ - . . . . . : . ·-------... --- ---=----~-...l.,.,.: -•. liliriiiiiili.iiir.iirildi:~~. 

;::;~f ;\i:~.;~;?!i_; ... _..:·. : .. > . Joseph Fenno Houses · · · ·,. i.: . ... ~<.:: 
L• 1 : • .. "IJ''' · · · · : . . . . . . . 
:A!;;:: ,.!;::'. J-\1 .. 1 • ::·~ c· -''\ · · Hawthorne Bo11ler1ard (formerly l 2-14. Elm Street) · · ·. · 

\•.:. -~: .. : ·' ·.{~1~ ... ,~ ....... : . . * • '. 

/;j: .::,i:;#~:·:"'~"';_; .I Bt,ilt I 811-1812 
::i.ii·,.:~r'/i~J:·~ ~?-'.~(·: Prmcipal <riJJner_s: Lakeman, Bertram, Woman's Friend Society 
•1 : ~? .~:t'r•·.:-:.1~\-1, ) ·. • . 

1~'.'.~t;-:•.:i.'• 1.'.~.?:,~);;i"_. ·' · . · (Figures 350, 354, 355) · · ·. • 
,,. ... ! .. ~. . ".,,!,; _; ,. "' . : . 

:~i'.:):i '[.~~;~~ l?Wlding ori~nally c~mpri~ing two hous~s, was erected by Joseph Fenno after 
:,.;,1_ ~~~ a~?.. ~as apparent! y still unfimshed m l 8 l l, as will appear by i:he following history of 
~·~-~e pr~J?:ero/~: l\':(iles ,Ward deeded to Fenno in June, 1796, a tract on the west side of Elm 
!.;.~,ft~etf}Vh_ich .. Wird had acquired by several conveyances, between 1782 and 1793 (Deeds· 
r~~~t ~J;~~o ~ous~ are conveyed by this deed, and none are mentioned in these previous con
;;~~f.e~~c~·:r~xcept m one from E?eneze~ Ward which mentions buildings, but not of brick). 
·~,'.t~~ ho~~eion Elpi Street appears m the hst of brick houses in Salem in l 806.115 The tax books 
~:}~f~~4;J; rate Fenno ~.follows: . .. . · ~' 
i,:)·.•;1:;,:·."''':'f:°·· ':'· • 6- ' ' · • '" • I 

:.'. {;i'~~ ",:.:.!~ :.h~~~,1 f1l, · ~.80 i.809 Honse. · . . $1800 . 
. ·'·~·it .. ; ·1.·'r.t:'P~~~ll :, " .•. , . 8 . a • '(T b k . . ) . )';1·(\·'· :·,"-!i.,.:1•:· .. :, . .. 1 ~o .. · ax oo mISSmu. 
'.::·~~~'.·t.'.~._:.~;-.·~.::t,~''\:,.;.: .. 8· ·.•·· ;, ·B' H ~ $. ;llt!.h\ 1,• i'' :~•(;;,;< ,;.·· .1 I~ ·. rick ouse. i500 
... ~;-~,~~·i;X~~~~:Lf ·\; :.; · · · · ·'.;Homestead. . $1200 $2700 . · ~: .. · 
'.~i'.;~ r·~:~; l.i~~{;:t::r·,:; 1 .. 812 . •Brick House. . $2400 . ·., ":= 

i;!;i.';!!~;;~ ';,,;.,,.,. h htori<.Z Co/J•"fom, I ( 18 S 9J .S s. ] ' ' . . ;.';,J:U.) ~t~~i'. 

·._. ·~"'!._.,~ ... _' 

,.. . . . --~·:·· ·!:· _--:· ·-·:-: ·. :-:.j·'··~ 

:,·>~:.:,;\'" '" ., Mr. Samuel Mcintire, Carver_. ,,,. ·)::~,,;~'.~'.} 

. ':,,t\(\:.:.::.J,,\T.he increase in valuation of the brick house from. $1,500 to $2,400 between 1.811and181z.:' . 
;,:;,~·:':~·{')"".'.~o~ld seem to indicate it was n.ot completed in 18II. On March 18, 1812 Fenno gave~.~]::'. 
·tj\'.,;:;l'.:i:;,'\,mortgage for $2,200 on the property, "together with two dwelling houses and all other :(; . 
:~~f'.A::;;:(., buildings st~nding o~ the premises" (~ssignments 196:238), and on August 14, ·1814 .sol~ . ._.\'!~i / 
,!;.\\;,.; • the lot, "with dwellmg houses of bnck and wood," to John W. Fenno. He conveyea the ·"..'( 
f\ .. ;.,:.f . .' j.outherly house (Nwnber 14) to Joseph W. Pe~body May 141 18~2 (Deeds 229:2~1); the.·~.· .··'.f 
~\V:', i:· ii northerly house (Number 12) to Aaron Perkins May 29, 1832 (247:159), Perkms then.}' i 
.:·:{·:·:-:': selling this house; with less land, to Ebenezer Lakeman June«J. of the same ye~r .(263:298). · =i.=,f 

F3:;;.:,""'!!'.il.::~'.iL~T:.' ~akeman's heirs sold it to Johi:i Be~tram April 16, 18?9 (1015:49) and he ~mmedi~tely '::d 
. :-. .. ~ '.: :; deeded it to his daughter (IOI 7: 60) 111 trust, to be occupied by the vVoman's Friend Society, :·".ii t 

l§;i'·'';~;;;.1111 ·(;=,' ·. to who~ she deeded the property April 21, 1884 (n32:89). At this time the southerly .. :· I 
!:\,,:=·,,::·': house was owned by William O'Donnell. .. · . . · · . . .-V' ;.:._t 
" '. :.,/ .,. ='. ·· The mantel in the front parlor forms part of the original finish of the house. The o~e in'. ~· ! 

the rear parlor, also by Samuel Field Mcintire, was brought, according to the late Joh~ ) 
Robinson, from thP. house at 2 Chestnut Street, which he once occupied. · 
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EMMERTON HOUSE 

This fine early nineteenth century Salem resi
dence is comfortably ad:ipted as an attractive, 
inexpensive home for business women and stu- ... 
dents. The house, with its fine Mcintire carving, , 
is located on Hawthorne Boulevard, convenient to 
t..lie center of Salem, and has accommodations for 
twenty-five women in single or double rooms. The 
house is managed by a capable resident director, 
in co-operation with the Board of Directors of the 
Woman's Friend Society. Breakfast and dinner, 
included in the weekly rate, are served in a 
pleasant dining· room. Attractive living - rooms 
and garden for the use of all guests, make Emmer
ton House a very desirable home. When available,· · 
rooms are rented to transients. · I 

Emmerton House is also the headquarters of 
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the Salem District Nurse Association, which, with 
a Director and several assistants takes care of the 
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WOMAN'S FRIEND SOCIETY 

Th~ Woman's Friend Society was founded by 
an energetic group of Salem women in 1876. The 
women opened a "Girls' Reading Room" in the 
center of town, and soon were loaned a portion 
of a home, where rooms could be rented and 
simple entertainment offered. Then the work was 
expanded by starting an employment t•bureau", 
and a center of distribution for needlework to 
women who must work in their own homes. In 
1879 Captain John Bertram, prominent merchant 
and philanthropist, loaned one-half of a large 
brick house to the society. At his death this was 
given outright by his daughter, Jennie (Bertram) 
Enimerton, and became the permanent head
quarters. Later, the other half was purchased, and 
a large ell built through the efforts of generous 
members and friends: The society has always been 
alert to innovations and changes in social work. 
For many years an important branch was th'! 
"Mission to the Sick", a weekly distribution of 
food baskets to .:ieedy shut-ins. An industrial 
branch taught women dress • making and fine 
needlework. Both branches were discontinued 
when need for them ceased. An important depart
ment, the work of the District Nurse, started in 
1897, is still an active part of the society. 

The home of the Woman's Friend Society, now 
known as Emmerton House, located at 12 Haw
thorne Boulevard, is a pleasing tribute . to the 
work of the members of the society. 
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