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126 Derby Street

Built for

MICHAEL DOWAHUE, laborer
by 1870

Research by,
Joyce Xing
August 198.4

“to preserve Historic Sites, Buildings and objects,
and to work for the education of *he community
in the true value of the same.”



The 1ot on which tThis house stands was a portion of Rev. James
Dimont's estate, ZReve Diman was the minister of the Zast Church,
which stood on the south-west corner of Essex and Hardy Streets,

27 until his death in 1788 Reve Diman lived at 8 Hardy St.
d most of the west side of that street. After the death of
Pev, Dimon the pnronerty descended to his dauginters, lary Diman and
Lois CGreen, and then begqueathed by them to Ezra Green and James D.
Green, On June 25, 1617 Xzra Creen sold his share in the estate

is
to James D, Green, a student at Harvard College (book 214 page 100)e

11

185% James Durell fireen sold off portions of this estates

The Lot now known as 126 Derby Ste was included in this sale:
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thanici Avpizton 1is described in this
a vacant narcel of land since the
building, but after a careful check of tax

a hidden bit of history is uncovered,

Sy
ton had occupied a portion of this
£

W his carpentry shop (at

l‘l
d the land but owned the shop and
s werc consildered wersonal proverty there was no

reason for this deed to mention a bulldi~ze

Nathaniel Appleton, cabinetmaker, died Jan. 19, 1859. His estate,

botah real and personal, was bequeathed to his wife Susan Foster

Apvleton, for her natural life., After Susan's decease the shop

and land on the corner of Derby and Hardy were to go her three

daushters Sarah Hale, Susan Woodbury and Ellen M. Browne. Mrs,

Appleton retained the shop and land as indicated in the tax records:
Derby Street

1862 -~ #78 Engine House on land of Susan Appleton $400
(this was later moved to the corner of Bentley)
#80 Shop-carpenter $200

The taxes remain the same until the year 1867 when the shop is

described as a fish store,

On Dece 16, 1869 Susan F. Appleton; Henry Hale and his wife Sarah
in her own right; Susan A. Woodbury; and Francis Brown and his
wife Ellen M. in her own right, sold the land and building to
Michael Donahue. The same land conveyed to the late Nathaniel
Appleton by James D. Green. (book 788 page 122)
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The year 1870 brought changes. The fish store disappears and Michael
Donahue is taxed for buildings #800, land $800., This increase,along
with the fact that tenants do not appear at this address until 1871

gives credence to the date of 1870,

On HNove 20, 1871 a straw deed was drawn to put the title of the
property in the name of Michael's wife Mary Donahue, (book 840 page 220)

Mary Donahue died on March 21, 1904, In her probate, docket #9L20L,

Mary's heirs are listed as:

Michael Donnahue of Salen husband
Thomas Lundregan " " brother
James Lundregan Lyrefoame, Ire, "
Mary Lundregan Brookline, Ms niece

REAL ESTATE:

i 126 Derby Ste. value #800
16 Hardy Ste value 700
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:\Qn May 20, 1904 William J. Sullivan, adminstrator of the estate of

Mary Donahue sold the property to Michael Donahue., (book 1742 page 222)

On April 2L, 1905 Micahel Donahue sold the land and two dwelling houses,

(126 Derby and 16 Hardy) to Michael Piecewicz. The same conveyed by
William J. Sullivan on May 20, 1904, (book 1774 page 150) :

Michael Piecewicz sold the 1and and twd dwelling houses to Martin
Witkos on July 3, 1906. "The same premises conveyed by Michael
‘Donahue on April 24, 1905." (book 1830 page 537) L

‘ Martin Witkos died in 1932 leaving all property to his widow Antonina.

Antonina successfully conducted the grocery business, at 126 Derby St.,
established by her husband until her death on April 1, 1947. The o
property remained in the Witkos family until Oct. 1978, when it was
divided into five lots, 126 Derby being called Lot B. (appendix A)

On Oct. 20., 1978 the heirs of Martin and Antonina Witkos sold the
land and building called Lot B.to Robert Bramble, trustee of Allyn

Realty Trust. For title reference see: probate #220119, #34111L and
- #22209%. (book 6534 page 481) ; ‘ ; 8

On Oct. 29, 1979 Robert Bramble, trustee, sold the land andvbuilding,

Lot B, to Michael Zapantis and David H. Shopay, trustees of Z.N.A,
‘Realty Trust. (book 6647 page 39.4) 1
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5 { , _Reference to book and page‘are deed books at the Registry of Deeds.d
Provate numbers are cases at Probate Court. Both offices are located
in the same building on Federal St. All maps in this report are not

- meant to be exact, just for illustration purposes.

‘Notes: The enclosed photo shows the building as it was prior to
the third floor addition. From all indications, the addition was
built cira 1912, | LT
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Scale: 100 feet to

30 100 130 200
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