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5 Hardy Street 

This small two-story plus pitch roof, wooden house~ faces the street 

and has a central entrance in an enclosed pilastered porch. The house 

has a fat, square chimney and a rear lean-to addition, which makes the 

house the so-called salt box type. Except for the addition of shingles 

over the clapboards, the house seems to have been alt~ed.very little. 

(Salem Historic Commission District Study) 

The history of Hardy Street is given in the Essex Antiquarian, vol. 10 

pg. 60: 

"Hardy street was laid out as far as Derby street by Joseph Grafton and 

John Grafton, by taking a strip of land ten feet in width from either 

/. 

of their lots between 1667 and 1670. No record was made of it until Dec. 

14, 1683, when John Grafton and Joshua Grafton, owners of that part of the 

lot lying below Derby street, agreed to take a strip of land ten feet 

wide from either lot and continue the lane to the water. The record, 

which is as follows, incidentally mentions the original laying out of 

the upper part of the lane: "who (said Joseph Grafton) was agreed in his 

life time with ye sd John Grafton to leave a highwaye of twenty foot 

bredth to allow out of either parties land ten foot for a highway, & 

accordingly Mr. Joseph Grafton began at the northerly end, so farr as 

the house lotts are laid out of his land to allow ten foot of his part, 

& ye sd John Grafton out of his part alsoe allowed out of his land ten 

foot bredth, intended in like maner to leave out the same breadth 

throughout to the south harbour, that soe there might be a way of that 

breth left from ye sd south harbour to ye sd streete against Christopher 

Babadge. 11 (book 6 page 104) 



Hardy street was called the lane or highway laid out by Joseph Grafton, 

sr., and John Grafton in 1670: "a highway or lane left for the use of 

severall of the neighbors scituate in ye said lane," 1671; a lane or 

highway, 1672; a small lane or particular highway, 1679; ye street or 

lane. 1692: Grafton's lane, 1709; ye lane yt leads down to ye South 

River by Mr. Grafton's 1711; the lane that runs down to the South river, 

1713; a lane or highway laid out through the land formerly of John 

Grafton and Joshua Grafton, 1722; a lane or highway leading from ye 

main street to ye harbor, 1728; Hardy's lane. 1747; and Hardy street, 
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"The early history of this parcel of land is also given in vol. 10 

page 68: PAUL MANSFIELD HOUSE. This was a part of the lot of 

Joseph Grafton of Salem, mariner. For ten pounds, he conveyed 

the lot to Nicholas Bartlet of Salem, fisherman, Sept. 6, 1671. 

Mr. Bartlet built a house upon the lot, and conveyed the house and 

lot to Capt. Walter Price of Salem Oct. 24, 1670 (1671). Captain 

Price reconveyed the estate to Mr. Bartlet March 7, 1672, and on 

the same day the latter, for seventy-five pounds, conveyed the 

house and lot to Thomas Ives of Salem,, slaughterer. Mr. Ives, for 

eighty pounds, conveyed the same estate to William Henfield of 

Salem, mariner, June 27, 1673. Mr. Benfield lived in the house, 

and mortgaged the estate to William Hirst of Salem, merchant, Aug. 

1, 1692. Mr. Henfield died before May 18, 1695, when Mr. Hirst 

released his interest in the estate to Mr. Henfield's widow, 

Elizabeth Benfield. Mrs. Benfield, for thirty-three pounds, con

veyed the house and lot to Paul Mansfield of Salem, mariner, Nov. 

13, 1698, and Mr. Mansfield conveyed the same to Thomas Laskin of 

Salem, cooper, Nov. 18, 1708. Mr. Laskin, for sixty-five pounds, 

conveyed the house and lot to William Smith of Salem, fisherman, 

Sept. 12, 1728. Mr. Smith died in 1742; and in the inventory of 

his estate the house is described as "a single old house," being 

appraised with the land at forty-six pounds, thirteen shillings and 

four pence. Mr. Smith's widow and administratrix, Mary Smith, 

conveyed the house and land, for forty pounds and eight shillings, 

to Richard Valpy of Salem, fisherman, July 30, 1765. Mr. Valpy 

probably removed the house shortly after that date." 
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The early history of this parcel of land is also given in vol. 10 pg. 68: 

P~ui M;nsjkld House. Thia was a part 
of the lot of Joseph Grafton of .Salem, 
mariner. For ten pounds, he conveyed 
the Jot to Nicholas Bartlet of Salem, fish.. . · 

I
.. Sept. 6, 1671.• Mr. Bartlet built 

upon the lot, and conveyed the 
and lot to Capt. Walter Price of Sa
L _24, 167~ (1671).t Captain Price 
~d the estate to Mr. Bartlet 

.. :. 7, 1672 ;t and on the same day 
_ :la~. for 1eventy-.6ve. pound1, coo-. 
~ the house and lot to Thoma Ives 
~m, slaughterer. t Mr. hes, for 
~¥tr pc>und1, ~yed the Wlle estate 
~,William Henfield of Salem, mariner, 
l~_.97, 1673.f Mr~ Herield lived in .. 
~iQu~ .and mortgiged the eltate tO . 
~!fjUia~ Hint oCSalem, merc:hant, Aug. 1, 
A ~r • ..Henfi~ died before _)by, 

9~, when _Mr. Hint released hli 
in the estate . to- Mr. Heo&eldls 

. . Eli.fabeth Hedeld.f Mn. Hen· 
. : ~- .fol thirty-three poands, conveyed 
· -" Jaoaae and Jot llO Benjamin Picli:'man, ' 
, ':of .Salem, mariner, M(lrch 8, 16g7-8.1f . 

. •. l'ic.kman, for fbrty pounds, conveyed· 
and Jot to P•ul Mansfield of 

, . <: , mariner, Nov. 13.- ;1698 ; .. and 
: . •·. Mansfield conveyed : the nme to 
. -_ .. · as Laskin of Salem, cooper, Nov. 18, 
.,, 7o8. tt Mr. Laskin, for sixty-five pound1 

~:~veyed the hoo1e and }Qt to wnimn: 
-•ilmith of .Salem,.· . fis_h~r.~. Se.pt. u, Mr. Smith died m 1742; and in 

wmtory or his -~te the hl)use is 
a " . . ..t.i· Id '-- ' . . . a llDe'f' o avu~, ' ·J>eing. 
•.11? the1"d at f'orty.m p()JIDdt;: 

ahlllinp _and. four· peoete; -··Me 

•Eslez Registry of Deeds, book 449' leaf 299. 
t~ Registry of Deeda, book 487, leaf 225. 
iE.u Repay of Deeds, book 19t leaf 178. 

:f~ Rea?stry of Deeds, book 3, lecf 159" · .. I 

~t· R~ry of Deeds, book 4, leaf 21. · 
·~~ R~stry of Deeds, book 4t leaf 158. 
•-R~ of Deeds, book 9. leaf 66. 
EUez ReptlJ of Deeds, book n, leaf 24-
R~ of DeedJ, book 12, leaf ISJ. 

-- R~ of Deeds, book 13, leaf 55• 
!!~I:: R~ of Deeds, book 21, leaf 1, 
",;UFA.ea ~ of Deeds, book 46, leaf 24j. 

;-;;::. __ . ~of Deeds, book u6, leaf 100. 

Richard Valpey died on Sept. 3, 1799. The administrator of Mr. Valpey's 
' 

estate (probate # 28517) was ordered by the Court of Common Pleas to 

sell the real estate for the payment of debts. (see also appendix A,B &C) 

This ad appeared in the Salem Gazette on June 5, 1801: 
By Order of Court 
Will be sold by Public Vendue, on Tuesday the 7th day of July next. 

at eleven o'clock A.M. 
Two thirds of the dwelling house and land of RICHARD VALPEY, late of 

Salem, dee., situated in Hardy street, near the East Meeting House, in 
said Salem. 

Also 
The Reversion of the Widow's Dower, being the other third part of 

said House and Land·. Sale to be on the premises. 

Beniamin Ward Jr. admr 



An exact date can not be given to this house for lack of document

ation. The theory is, that Mr. Valpy, after removing the old house, 

had a new house (now known as 5 Hardy st.) built using the old 

foundation. The date 1765 fits the style of this house as it now 

stands. (An inspection was made by Sally Dee in Oct. 1982) 

Richard Valpey died on Sept. 3, 1799. The administrator of Mr. Valpey's 

estate (probate # 28517) was ordered by the Court of Common Pleas to 

sell the real estate for the payment of debts. (see also appendix A,B &C) 

This ad appeared in the Salem Gazette on June 5, 1801: 
By Order of Court 
Will be sold by Public Vendue, on Tuesday the 7th day of July next. 

at eleven o'clock A.M. 
Two thirds of the dwelling house and land of RICHARD VALPEY, late of 

Salem, dee., situated in Hardy street, near the East Meeting House, in 
said Salem. 

Also 
The Reversion of the Widow's Dower, being the other third part of 

said House and Land. Sale to be on the premises. 

Beniamin Ward Jr. admr 



On Jule 29, 1801 Benjamin Ward Jr., administrator of the estate of 

Richard Valpey sold the property to Abrahm Valpey (son?): 

Northwest by Richard Collins 
Northeast by Heirs of Samuel Murray, dee. 
Southeast by Ben,iamin Dean 
Southwest by Hardy Street 

Some facts about the Valpey family can be found in the Rev. Wm Bentley's 

East Parish List of Deaths: 

Sept. 30, 1799 "Richard Valpy. Decay. 65. Four sons and three 

daughters left. An honest, humble person, known as the Skipper." 

May 6, 1816 "Margaret, widow of Capt. Richard Valpy. Fever, 72 

years. She was a Batcheler of Wenham, and married first, at 20, a 

Henly of Marblehead, with whom she lived twenty years in married life; 

second, in 1788, R. Valpy, with whom she lived eleven years. He married, 

first, Hanna Ives who died in 1756. He died in 1799, ret. 65. She 

has a brother and sisters at New Ipswich. Hardy street, near F.ssex." 

After Margaret's death, in 1816, Abraham Valpey, mariner, remained in 

residence. On March 18, 1834 Abraham Valpey "now of Ipswich", sold the 

land and dwelling house, for $950, to Samuel s. Valpy, of Andover; 

Elizabeth Millett, wife of Nathaniel, of Ipswich; and Mary Kimball, wife 

of John, also of Ipswich. (book 273 page 259) Samuel s. Valpy sold 

his 1/3 share in the estate to Elizabeth Millet on Feb. 2, 1838. 

The occupants of the house during this period were: 

1831 Abraham Valpy, John Brown 
1837 Abrolnm Valpey, Dan1 Anderson, Turner Kimball, Henry Brown 



1842 Sarah Newhall; Esther Andrew, teacher; John Bassett, mariner 
1844 John Bassett age 35, John Becket age 30 
1847 Joseph Newhall; John Watson, mariner; Charles Watson (gone to 

Boston) 

On Oct. 28, 1847 the Millets sold their shares in the estate to the 

Kimballs for the sum of $700. (book 391 pages 53 &5L~) On the same 

day John A. and Mary Kirr:ball sold the land and dwelling house to 

Margaret Gavett, widow. (book 391 page 74) 

'fvlirs. Gavett apparently did not purchase the property for her own use, 

but leased it to her mother, Susanna (Eulen) Patterson Watson and her 

stepfather, John-Watson. The 1850 occupants are listed in the street 

books at City Hall as: (males over the age of 18 only) 

The 

John Watson, seaman at Cal. (during the goldrush period) 
Charles 11 cooper 
Edwin 11 clerk 
Joseph Newhall 
William H. 11 

federal census of 

Sarah Newhall 
William H. " 
Joseph M. II 

John Watson 
Susan " 
Charles 11 

Edwin II 

1850 

age 
II 

II 

II 

" 
" 
II 

gives 

58 
34 
27 
62 
64 
25 
23 

a closer look at these families: 

born Mass. 
mariner II II 

shoemaker II II 

mariner " Germany 
II Mass. 

cooper II II 

grocer II It 

6, 



John Watson is listed at 5 Hardy Street up to 1858. The census 

for 1860 shows a Lewis family in residence: 

William Lewis age 59 laborer born Mass. 
Betsey II II 55 
Samuel II II 19 teamster 
Roland F. H II 16 laborer 
Thomas R. II II 14 

The Salem street books follow the tenants for the next few years: 

1861 William Lewis owner Marg Gavett of 
Samuel II value $800 

1863 Willjam Lewis age 63 owner Marg Gavett of 
Samuel II II 22 Navy (Civil War) house $350 

land 550 
Roland II II 19 Army II II 

J.ynn 

Lynn 

1867 William Lewis II 66 Custom House owner Mrs Gavett, Lynn 
Samuel A. G. II II 26 house 350 

land 550 
Roland II II 23 

1870 Thomas Lewis, artist owner Marg Gavett, Lynn 
house 300 
land L1.00 

The 1870 census gives interesting information: 
Phillip Igell age 40 carver born Prussia 
Isadora II II 35 keeps house II II 

Edwin, II II 10 at school II Denmark 
Henry II II 8 at school II II 

2nd family 
Neil Patterson II 30 works as carpenter 11 Nova Scotia 
Margaret II II 25 keeps house II Ire. 

.. Margaret s. P. Gavett died on March 28, 1878. In her will (probate 

#40086) written Feb. 16, 1878, she devised all her real estate to 

her neice Susan s. Chase wife of Wm A. of Lynn. 



Under the ownership of Mrs. Chase the tenant in 1880 was: 
Timothy E. Pap.:e age 63 owne.r Wm Chase, Lr? Exchange St. 

Lynn 
house val. $500 
land val. 600 

The census for 1880 indicates that Timothy Pap.:e,a house carpenter, 

and his son James,age 32, who had pneumonia at the time the census 

was taken, were the only occupants • 

.Some additions were made by 1887: 
Timothy E. Page carpenter age 70 
Henry A. Campbell engineer " 36 
Joseph A. Walton carpenter II 64 

owner Mrs. Wm Chase, non res 

An interesting account of Joseph Walton appears in the Salem Evenine; 

News on July 8, 1892: 
"Joseph Andrew Wal ton, who died at his home on Hardy street early 

yesterday morning, was born in s. Reading Aug. Lr, 18229 and learned 
the wheelwright trade with the late John Annable in Salem, since 
which he has made his home here most of the time. When a young man 
he went to Cienfuegos, Cuba, but the climate was too severe for him, 
and he remained only a few months. He enlisted in Co. E 48th Mass. 
Reg., being mustered in Sept. 19, 1862, and served until Sept. 3, 
1863, when his Lt. Co. (O'Brien) was killed at Port Hudson. Walton's 
face was sprinkled with blood from the fatal wound, and he was himsel.f 
struck in the fac~ by the enemy's shot a few moments later, though 
not seriously hurt. Since his discharge from the service he has 
suffered constantly from rheumatism, and his left side has been 
paralyzed for several weeks. On Sunday evening last he suffered a 
severe attack and remained unconscious until 5:30 AM yesterday, 
when he passed away, from heart failure. He leaves a widow, two 
sons - Joseph H., who was also a Union soldier, in the 17th unattached 
Infantry, and Horace M. both R.R. engineers and three dau~hters. 
Deceased was a member of Post 34 G.A.R. 11 



On April 10, 1896 the Salem Evening News carried a very interesting 

account of the life of a tenant: 

REACHED GOOD OLD AGE - BIRTHDAY OF J.P. ESTES AT 82 YEARS OF AGE 
Never Chewed Tobacco or Smoked in His Life 

Joshua P. Estes, the veteran drummer, is celebrating his 82nd 

birthday, at his home, 5 Hardy St., today. The old gentleman is as 
spry and lively as many a younger man. He talked interestingly when 
a NEWS representative called. He had rece:Lved visits from a large 

number of friends, and they will undoubtedly continue to call the 

remainder of the day. 
Mr. Estes is a remarkable man, havine; never drank a drop of liquor, 

chewed tobacco or smoked a cigar. It has been very seldom that he 

has used language unbecoming a gentleman. 
He was born in a little cottage house that stood on North street 

on the site now occupied by the gasometer. At that time, the waters 
of the North River licked the shore near his father's garden, and 

large ships sailed upon its surface. He attended the schools of the 

cjty until he had obtained a fair education and then was apprenticed 
to learn the shoemaker's trade. He learned the trade,and at the 
same tj me learned to drum. His brother was the late George W. Estes, 

who founded the Salem Brass band. 
When the civil war broke out, he enlisted in a company of three 

months membership. When they went to the Stat.e House at Boston, they 

were asked to sign papers agreeing to serve nine, instead of three 

months, the company voted not to do it and the men returned home, 
this ending Mr. Estes' idea of going to war. 

After returning to Salem, he commenced the business of drummine; up 

recruits, and was very sucessful. At one time, he was stationed at 
Fort Warren and t aue;ht the young drummers how to beat the sheepskin. 

In 1832, he joined the Second Corps Cadets, and for several years 

paraded with that organization as a musican. He has never been a 
member of any secret society. 

He was married when fairly young, and was the father of 15 chjldren, 
many of whom are now living. Mr. Estes attended the South Church in 

hjs younger days, but never connected him~elf with any religious 
society. 

He never required the services of a physician until he was 78 years 



of aRe, and then the doctor was wanted to set a fractured collar 
bone, which was the result of a fall on Boardman street. 

For upwards of 50 years, Mr. Estes made tomato ketchup which he 
disposed of in all the towns surrounding Salem. 

While tatking with the NEWS representative he appeared happy. and 
looked as though he was good for many more birthdays. 

On June 29, 1905 Susan s. Chase, widow, of Lynn sold to Samuel H. 

Wilkes the property devised to her by the will of Margaret s. P. 

Gavett "Meaning to convey the same estate conveyed to Margaret 

Gavett,otherwise known as Margaret s. Patterson Gavett, by deed of 

John A. Kimball et al Oct. 28, 1847•" (book 1783 pai:;e 49l1-) 

May 24, 1906 Samuel H. Wilkes sold to Pawel Mentus "the same estate 

conveyed by deed of Susan s. Chase June 29, 1905"• (book 1826 page 

The 1910 valuation of 5 Hardy St.: 

,/) 

Powell Mentus #5 House $1.000; land 5580 ft. $900. Total tax $35.15 

June 10, 1910 Paul Mentus sold the land and building to Elizabeth I'-1. 

Carr. "The same premises conveyed by deed of Samuel H. Wilkes: 

(book 2027 page 80) 



On Feb. 5, 1926 Elizabeth M. Carr transferred her tjtle to the 

property conveyed to her by Pawel Mentus to William F. Carr. 

(book 2668 Page 528) On the same day William F. Carr transferred 

the title back to Elizabeth M. Carr with the boundaries changed: 

o.f 

(book 2668 pa~e 530) 

On May 10, 1928 Elj zabeth M. Ca-rr, and her husband William F. Carr~ 

sold the land and buildings at 5 Hardy St. to Samuel N. and Flora 

Gross. (book 2763 page 505) 

On Nov. 25, 1936 the Roger Conant Bank foreclosed on a mortgage 

of Samuel and Flora Gross. The bank then transferred the title to 

the property to Robert G. Gross. (book 3094 pa~e 328) 

J 

/f. 

On Jan. 25, 1937 Robert G. Gross sold the land and building to Samuel 

N. Gross. "The same conveyed to Robert Gross by deed of Roger Conant 

Bank. (book 3100 p:a.ge 300) Samuel N. and Flora A. Gross obtained 

another mortgage from the Roger Conant Bank on Nov. 12, 1938. (book 

3165 page 447) 



On March 12, 1941 the Roger Conant Back foreclosed on the mortgage 

from Mr. and Mrs. Gross and sold the land and building to Addie L. 

Chesley. (book 3249 page 212) 

,,.,., 

On Jan. 18, 1950 Addie L. Chesley sold the land and building to 

Donald E. and Frances Williams. "For title see book 3249 page 212. 11 

(book 3716 page 573) 

On March 24. 1954 the Salem 5<t Savings Bank holder of a mortgage 

from Donald E. and Frances Williams foreclosed and sold the land 

and building to Elizabeth M. VJhite of Peabody. (book 4057 page 500) 

Dec. 10, 1971 Elizabeth M. White sold, for the sum of fPlli-,900, to 

Donald Koleman and Laurence c. Post the land and builing at 5 Hardy 

St. (book 5827 paRe 607) 

August 26, 1925 Laurence c. Post and Donald Koleman trustee sold 

"Lot A" to Nancy L. Witham. "The same conveyed to us by deed of 

Elizabeth M. White on Dec. 10, 1971." (book 6175 pap.:e 609) 

August 12, 1976 Nancy L. Witham sold the property to Robert Bramble. 

11 'l1he same conveyed by deed of Laurence C. Post Jr. and Donald 

Koleman on August 26, 1975." (book 6268 page 562) 

July 27, 1977 Robert c. Bramble s0ld the Jand and buildin~ to Robert 

and Linnea B. Webb. "The same conveyed by Nancy L. Witham on 



August 12, 1976." (book 6375 page 322) 

July 10, 1980 Robert E. Webb Jr. sold to Linnea B. Webb the land 

and building at 5 Hardy St. (book 6716 Page 194) 

Ort' Nov. 26, 1980 Linnea B. Webb, also known as Linnea Borg, sold 

the land and building: at 5 Hardy St. to Susan w. Banta, trustee. 

"For title see deed to me from Robert E. Webb Jr. July 10, 1980." 
..... 

(book 6767 page 796) 

Note: Reference to book and page are deed books at the Registry of 
Deeds. Probate numbers are cases at Probate Court. Both offices 
are located in the same building on Federal St. All maps in this 
report are not meant to be exact, just for illustration purposes. 
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