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255 LAFAYETTE STREET:
BUILT IN 1868 FOR WILLIAM S. MESSERVY

TENTH MAYOR OF SALEM

NOTE:

255-259 Lafayette Street lies upon the 17th-
century land lot of Thomas Flint, bounded on the
west by the"highway” (now Lafayette Street) and
on the east by the harbor (See Map of Salem in
1700). This lot consisted of 4 acres, 116 poles.

It was conveyed by Richard Raymond of Salem,
mariner, to his son-in-law Oliver Mannering of
Salem, seaman, on October 13, 1662 (Essex Registry
of Deeds, Book 2, Page 128). Mannering sold it
April 30, 1667 to William Flint, yeoman, for
fourteen pounds. Upon William's death (April 2,
1673), the land passed to his son, Quartermaster
Thomas Flint. Thomas died in 1719, and his son
Joseph, cordwainer and husbandman, conveyed the
lot on May 5, 1724 to Richard Pike, anchor smith,
for 101 pounds, 10 shillings (Book 42, Page 190).
Pike sold it April 9, 1735 for 120 pounds to Ahijah
Estes, hatter (Book 71, Page 113), and on
September 22, 1757, Ahijah Estes transferred the
lot for 89 pounds to Benjamin Ropes, cooper (Book
104, Page 137). Ropes sold it May 2, 1788 for 121
pounds, 2 shillings, sixpence to Benjamin Pickman,
Esquire (Book 148, Page 199). Pickman conveyed
it for the same amount on August 28, 1794 to
Ichabod Nichols, merchant (Book 157, Page 239),
who in turn sold it on April 14, 1801 for $1600 to
Hannah Browne Derby (Book 169, Page 157).

The lot was combined with several others to form
what is described as "Lot no. 4,” in several deeds
conveying the Derby farm from Hannah Browne
Derby (via intermediary Mary Fessenden) to her
husband, Ezekiel Hersey Derby, on January 11,
1817 (Book 211, Pages 201 and 202). Containing
about 40 acres, Lot no. 4 is described as "bounded
Westwardly by the Marblehead road, Northwardly
by land of Stephen Phillips and Nathan Peirce,
Eastwardly by the harbour and [Southwardly] by
land of Timothy Pickering Esqr. and partly by land
occupied by Jonathan West." Upon Ezekiel Hersey
Derby’s death on October 31, 1852, the land passed
to his daughters, Marianne Browne Derby, Hannah
Matilda Derby, and Caroline Rosina Derby; they
sold a portion of this lot to Gorham Brooks:



BOOK 481 PAGE 16
DATE-
CONSIDERATION-

GRANTORS-

GRANTEE-

DESCRIPTION-

PREVIOUS REFERENCE-

BOOK 574 PAGE 259
DATE-
CONSIDERATION-

GRANTORS-

GRANTEE-

DESCRIPTION-

July 1, 1853
$9,702

Marianne B. Derby, H. Matilda Derby and Caroline
R. Derby of Salem ... Executrices of the last will and
testament of E. Hersey Derby Esquire, late of Salem,
deceased

Gorham Brooks of Medford

"..a parcel of land lin] Salem, containing twelve
acres, more or less, and bounded and described as
follows, viz.: Northerly, by land late of Stephen
Phillips, Easterly, by Salem Harbor, Southerly, by a
new sireet, commonly called Willow Street to land
sold ... to Elizabeth Hill, thence bounded Westerly
by said lot seventy feet, thence bounded Southerly
by said lot ... one hundred and fifty feet 1o
Lafayette Street, thence bounded Westerly by
Lafayette Street, two hundred and sixty four and
one half feet to land late of Stephen Phillips”, on
condition that the buyer "never erect or permit to
be erected upon the said granted premises any
building within twenty feet of said Lafayette Street
and that the grantors reserve to themselves for the
present season the lagricultural] proceeds of said
granted premises”

None

July 26, 1858

$9,000

Peter Chardon Brooks, younger, and Shepherd
Brooks, both of Medford, Gentlemen, being the only
heirs of Gorham Brooks, late of Medford, dec'd

William 5. Messervy of Salem

Same as above



PREVIOUS REFERENCE- “"Hereby conveying .. the same piece of land,

NOTE-

conveyed by the Executrices of E. Hersey Derby
and others to Gorham Brooks by deed dated July 1,
1853, ... Lib. 481, Fol. 16 ..

Until Lafayette Street’s number adjustment in
1893, No. 255 was called No. 117 Lafayette Street.
The Tax Collector's Book for 1868 shows #117
Lafayette Street as "House building” for William S.
Messervy (City Hall Records; see Map, Atlas of the
City of Salem, 1874).

The History of Essex County, Mass. (Vol. {, p. 226)
provides a brief biography: "William Sluman

Messervy was the tenth mayor [of Salem], serving
in 1856-57. He was born in Salem, August 26,
1812, and began business in a counting-room in
Boston about 1830. In 1834 he went into business
in St. Louis, Mo. In 1839 he was a Mexican trader,
and spent several years in Chihuahua and Santa Fe.
When the Territory of New Mexico was organized
he was elected delegate to Congress, and was
afterwards acting Governor. Having had financial
success in his various operations, he returned to
Salem in 1854, and was afterwards made a
director in various corporations. He was interested
in literary and scientific institutions, and a great
reader. He was also interested in politics; an Old
Line Democrat, but during the [Civil] War a strong
Republican. He died Feb. 19, 1886."

His obituary in the Salem Evening News (February
20, 1886) adds that on his return to Salem, he "was
instrumental in building up the southerly section
of the borough. ... He was a leading member of
Essex Institute, and a trustee of the Salem
Athenaeum. .. Out of respect to his memory, the
flag on the City Hall flies at half-mast.”

After William S. Messervy's death, his widow, Mrs.
Lucy J. Messervy, continued to reside at No. 117
(255) Lafayette Street until her death, on October
1, 1904. The estate passed to their son George, and
to their deceased son William's widow, Sarah Ann
Messervy. In 1905, it was occupied by Dr. Francis
B. Carlton, physician at 2 Park Square in Boston
and at 174 1/2 Essex Streetl in Salem.



BOOK 1840 PAGE 24

DATE-

CONSIDERATION-

GRANTOR-

GRANTEE-

DESCRIPTION-

PREVIOUS REFERENCE-

BOOK 1840 PAGE 25
DATE-
CONSIDERATION-

GRANTOR-

GRANTEE-

DESCRIPTION-

PREVIOUS REFERENCE-

August 21, 1906
$1 and other valuable consideration

Sarah Ann Messervy of Hamilton, widow of
William Messervy, late of said Hamilton,
deceased

Aroline C. Gove of Salem, wife of William H. Gove

"... all my right, title and interest in and unto a
certain lot of land, with the buildings thereon,
situated in said Salem, and bounded westerly by
Lafayette street one hundred and thirty (130) feet,
northerly by tand late of Devlin one hundred and
ninety-nine and 7/10 (199.7) feet, easterly by
land of Morrell, Chamberlain and Allen one
hundred twenty nine and 6/10 (129.6) feet, and
southerly by land of Glazier and Merrill two
hundred (200) feet, and also the right to build and
maintain sewers between this lot and Summit
avenue, if such right exists.”

None

August 21, 1906
$1 and other valuable considerations

George P. Messervy of New York [and Harriet
Colegate Messervy, his wife]

Aroline C. Gove of Salem, wife of William H. Gove
"...one undivided half of a certain lot of land,
situated in said Salem, together with the buildings

thereon, bounded [then same as above]”

None



BOOK 1840 PAGE 26

DATE-

CONSIDERATION-

GRANTOR-

GRANTEE-

DESCRIPTION-

PREVIOUS REFERENCE-

NOTE-

September 4, 1906

$6,250

“Leland H. Cole, as trustee for the benefit of Sarah
Ann Messervy and others under the last will of
William Messervy, late of Hamilton, Mass., by
virtue lof] said will, and by virtue of a license
granted to me on [September 4, 1906] by the
Probate Court for the County of Essex .."

Aroline C. Gove of Salem, wife of William H. Gove

"One undivided half-part or portion of a certain lot
of land, with the buildings thereon, situated in said
Salem [then same as above], being all the said
deceased’s right, title and interest .., including the
right 1o build and maintain sewers [then same as
above]”

None

Aroline C. Gove acquired a considerable amount of
real estate in Salem (See Maps, Atlas of the City of
Salem 1897; Atlas of Salem_1911). She rented No.
255 Lafayette to Frank S. Price, secretary in
Boston, in 1906. The following year, Mr. Price
moved into the Margati house (No. 256; he
remained there until its removal to No. 259
Lafayette Street in 1915), trading places with Mrs.
Mary A. Williams, who came to live at No. 255,
remaining here until 1917, followed by Miss Ellen
0. Williams, who lived here untit 1936.

The Salem Evening News (May 22, 1939) provides
the following obituary:

"Mrs. Aroline C. Gove, one of Salem and
Marblehead's most prominent citizens, passed
away early yesterday morning at her Marblehead
estate, "Carcasonne,” after a brief illness. She was
in her 818t year. A noted philanthropist and
public benefactor, she was general manager and
treasurer of the Lydia E. Pinkham Medicine Co. of
Lynn. She was the only surviving child of the late
Lydia E. Pinkham.




NOTE (Continued)-

BOOK 2991 PAGE 593
DATE-
CONSIDERATION-
GRANTOR-

GRANTEE-

"Mrs. Gove was the widow of Hon. William H. Gove,
former member of the governor's council, Lynn
school commitleeman, and state representative. He
passed away in 1920. ..

"Deceased was the daughter of the late 1saac and
Lydia E. Pinkham, and was born in Bedford, Mass.
She received her education in the Lynn schools and
for a time taught there. Later she became the
Pinkham Medicine Co.'s initial and only treasurer.
Upon her marriage to William H. Gove, former
Salem attorney, she moved to Salem and resided
on Lafayette street [at 114 or 254 Lafayette; next
north of the Margatti house]. A few years ago she
built the estate "Carcasonne.” at Marblehead Neck,
where she passed away. ...

“As a resident of this city for many years, she drew
a large circle of friends and was most active in
advancing the position of members of her sex. She
was a past president of the Salem Society for the
Higher Education of Women.

"An astute woman in business, Mrs. Gove was just
as well known for her philanthropies. In

memory of her mother, the Lydia E. Pinkham
Memorial, a clinic for children, was founded and
endowed by her. She gave $30,000 worth of
radium to the Massachusetts General Hospital in
memory of her husband, as well as a Greek
scholarship to Harvard. A ward in memory of her
daughter, Mrs. Mary Pitman, she endowed at the
Baker Memorial Hospital.

“Mrs. Gove is survived by two daughters, Lydia P.
Gove of Salem and Marblehead and Mrs. Caroline
Doty of Greenwich, Conn., who is now in Italy. .."

May 10, 1934
Unspecified
Aroline C. Gove of Salem, widow

Caroline Gove Doty of Salem



DESCRIPTION-

PREVIOUS REFERENCE-

NOTE-

BOOK 6759 PAGE 152
DATE-
CONSIDERATION-
GRANTOR-

GRANTEE-

DESCRIPTION-

"Also the land with the buildings thereon situate in
said Salem and bounded as follows: Westerly by
Lafayette Street one hundred and thirty (130) feet;
Northerly by land now or late of Devlin one
hundred ninety-nine and 7/10 (199.7) feet;
Easterly by land now or late of Morrell,
Chamberlain and Allen one hundred twenty-nine
and 6/10 (129.6) feet; and Southerly by land now
or late of Glazier and Merrill two hundred (200)
feet.”

"Being the premises conveyed to me by deeds of
Sarah Anne Messervy and George P. Messervy
dated August 21, 1906 and deed of Leland H. Cole,
Trustee, dated September 4, 1906, recorded ... Book
1840, Page 24, 25, 26"

As mentioned above, Caroline Gove Doty was a
daughter of Aroline C. Gove. No. 255 Lafayette St.
was vacant from 1937 through 1939, and was
remodeled with No. 259 to form the Avallon
Apariments, with 10 flats, by 1940.

October 30, 1980
$285,000
Caroline G. Doty of Salem, unmarried

“Designtech, Inc,, a Massachusetts corporation with
a principal place of business in Ipswich" [John
Sanidas, President and Treasurer]

"... the land, together with the buildings thereon,
situated in said Salem and bounded and described
as follows:

WESTERLY by Lafayette Street, 130 feet,
NORTHERLY by land formerly of Devlin and now or
late of Dunne, 199.7 feet;

EASTERLY by land now or formerly of Morrell,
Chamberlain, and Allen, 129.6 feet; and
SOUTHERLY by land now or formerly of Merrill and
Glazier, 200 feel.”



PREVIOUS REFERENCE- "Being the second parcel described in deed from

NOTE-

Aroline Gove to Caroline G. Doty, dated May 10,
1934, ... Book 2991, Page 593."

On December 8, 1980, Designtech created the
Lafayette Court Condominium, comprising the land
and buildings of 255-259 Lafayette Street (Book
6771, Page 578).
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