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The House History of 3 Clifton Avenue 
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According to available records, the house at 3 Clifton Avenue was likely built for Charles H. 

Allen and his wife, Margaret Eleanor Allen, around 1885. Information contained in deed 

records at the Essex South County Registry of Deeds indicates that the lot on which 3 Clifton 

A venue stands was sold to Margaret Eleanor Allen by the Salem Savings Bank on January 31, 

1885. 1 A building permit was subsequently pulled that year, which is a fair indication that the 

house was built in 1885.2 

Lafayette Street and the neighborhoods surrounding this main thoroughfare represent a 

period of rapid expansion in Salem. By the mid-eighteenth century, the old fields had become 

valuable land for development and had been turned over to private owners who developed the 

area into individual "farms, summer homes and private estates. "3 The Atlas of the City of Salem, 

Massachusetts by G.M. Hopkins, published in 1874, illustrates how the old pastures and fields 

turned into the familiar Lafayette Street neighborhoods of today. 4 The area of Lafayette Street 

and Clifton Avenue that includes 3 Clifton Avenue was once a portion of the Derby Farm in 

Salem, which was subdivided into house lots by developers in 1867.5 

In general, the house has a timeless layout; symmetrical with a central entrance and gable 

ends. This is often found in Colonial Revival style designs, but it is the decorative siding on the 

gables that give this house a specific Queen Anne flair, which was very popular in the Victorian 

period between 1880 and 1910. The house features varied exterior surfaces that include clapboard 

and fish scale shingles on the gables and the porch. The current porch is a much simplified 

version of the original and was changed sometime after 1985. Shutters were also added sometime 

after 1985.6 

Margaret Eleanor Allen owned the house at 3 Clifton Avenue from the time of its 

construction in 1885 until her death on May 26, 1917. According to the 1880 United States 

Census, Charles and Margaret were living on Hancock Street in Salem, Massachusetts five years 

before the house was built. At that time, Margaret was 46 years old and Charles was 50. His 

occupation was listed as "shipmaster" and Margaret's occupation was listed as "at home." 

1 Essex South County Registry of Deeds (hereinafter ESCRD) Book 1143, Page 270. 
2 MACRIS http://rnhc-macris.net/Details.aspx?Mhcld=SAL.2074 (Accessed January 4, 2016). 
3 Salem Massachusetts: The City Guide. Lafayette Street Historic District. 
http://www.salemweb.com/guide/arcb/ldistrict.sbtml (Accessed April 21, 2015). 
4 Atlas of the city of Salem, Massachusetts, G.M. Hopkins, Publisher, 1874 
http://arcbives.lib.state.rna.us/handle/2452/206060?show=full (Accessed April 21, 2015). 
5 ESCRD Book 727, Page 300. 
6 MACRIS, http:/lrnhc-macris.net!Details.aspx?Mhcld=SAL.777 (January 4, 2016); Virginia & Lee McAlester. A Field 
Guide to American Houses. Alfred A. Knopf, 2002., esp. Pgs. 263-269. 
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Their four children- Lillian, age 14; Mary, age 20; Margaret, age 23; and Charles, age 14-

were also living in the family home at that time. 7 

The reason for Margaret's sole ownership of the house may possibly lie in Charles' 

occupation. Salem town directories during the time the Allens owned the house at 3 Clifton 

Avenue agree that Charles was indeed a shipmaster while he and his family lived there. 8 Perhaps 

the house was put in Margaret's name because, if Charles were to be lost at sea, Margaret might 

have trouble proving his death. That circumstance could hinder her ability to dispose of the 

property at will. 

By 1900, United States Census records indicate that Charles was likely retired from his work 

as a shipmaster. His daughters Mary and Lillian were still living at 3 Clifton A venue, both 

employed as school teachers. A servant, Lucille Spencer from South Carolina, was also living in 

the house. 9 In 1910, Margaret, Charles, and the two daughters still lived there, and the family had 

taken on a new servant named Jenny Forsstion, who appears to have immigrated to the United 

States from Finland. 10 

Margaret E. Allen died intestate (without a will) on May 26, 1917. Her husband had 

predeceased her. Her estate was probated in the Essex Probate Court and she left as heirs-at-law 

her four children: Lillian Allen, Mary Allen, Margaret Pousland and Charles F. Allen, 11 On May 

14, 1918, Lillian, Mary, Margaret, and Charles conveyed the property to Charles' wife, Sarah 

Allen, in her own right. 12 

Sarah's sole ownership of the house is less easily explained than Margaret Allen's because, 

according to the 1920 census, Sarah's husband Charles was the vice president of a bank. In 1920 

Sarah was 50 and Charles was 51. They lived at 3 Clifton A venue with their three children: 

Charles, age 20; Sarah, age 16; and William, age 4. A maid named Anne Smith also lived in the 

house. She was 41 at the time, and according to the census, she had emigrated from England. 13 

7 Year: 1 BBO; Census Place: Salem, Essex, Massachusells; Roll: 532; Family History Film: 1254532; Page: 795D; 
Enumeration District: 239; Image: 0731. 
8 Salem Town Directories, various years-1885-1900. 
9 Year: 1900; Census Place: Salem Ward 5, Essex, Massachusells; Roll: 64B; Page: BB; Enumeration District: 045B; 
FHL microfilm: l 24064B. 
10 Year: 1910; Census Place: Salem Ward 5, Essex, 'Massachusells; Roll: T624_5BB; Page: BA ; Enumeration District: 
0474; FHL microfilm: 1374601. 
11 Essex County Probate Court, Docket No. 127959. 
12 ESCRD Book 2391, Page 123. 
13 Year: 1920; Census Place: Salem Ward 5, Essex, Massachusells; Roll: T625_697; Page: 4A; Enumeration District: 
277; Image: 329. 
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Sarah Allen sold the house at 3 Clifton Avenue on November 10, 1934. Charles F. Allen 

apparently had died at some time prior to the sale because the deed states that Sarah was a widow. 

She sold the property to Margaret M. Mulligan of Salem, Massachusetts. Margaret retained 

ownership of the property until her death on July 28, 1977. 

Margaret was married to Frank J. Mulligan when she acquired 3 Clifton Avenue. According 

to various town directories and the 1940 United States Census, Frank worked as a superintendent 

at a leather factory - first at Thomas A. 0 'Keefe Leather Company and then at Richard's 

Leather. Margaret and Frank lived in the house with their three children: Frank, Jr., age 15; 

Robert, age 11; and Madeline, age 10. 14 

Margaret retained ownership of the house until June 2, 1950, when she conveyed the 

property to Edward A. Coffey in a straw deed transaction. 15 Edward A. Coffey immediately 

conveyed the property back to Margaret and husband Frank, as husband and wife, tenancy by the 

entirety. 16 When Margaret died on July 28, 1977, the house transferred by operation oflaw to 

Frank J. Mulligan, who became the sole owner. 17 

Frank conveyed the property to his daughter, Madeline M. Mulligan, on January 10, 1984, 

reserving a life estate for himself, which allowed him to live in the property until his death. 18 

Frank died on March 18, 1985, leaving Madeline M. Mulligan as the sole owner of the house. 19 

On May 26, 1993, Madeline conveyed the property to its current owner, Robert D. Mulligan, Jr. 

HISTORIC 
SALEM INC 

14 Year: I 940; Census Place: Salem, Essex, Massachusetts; Roll: T627 _I 589; Page: 9B; Enumeration District: 5-36; 
Various Salem Town Directories, 1934-1960. 
15 ESCRD Book 3748, Page 4; A straw deed is a legal maneuver often used to sever a tenancy by the entirety. 
Early New England law established property ownership by "tenancy by the entirety," which could only be held by a 
husband and wife and could not be severed in any way because the couple was considered a single legal entity. It was 
impossible for a married couple who owned property in this way to put the property in only one of their names. To get 
around the restriction, a couple could sell the property to a third party, who would immediately sell it back to only one 
of them. This legal construct also was used to put the property into both names ofa married couple. 
16 ESCRD Book 3748, Page 5. 
17 ESCRD Book 6569, Page 143. 
18 ESCRD Book 7478, Page 179. 
19 ESCRD Book 8117, Page 408. 

Disclaimer: Historic Salem, Inc. presents this house history research document. Though all reasonable and expected 
quality assurance efforts are made to ensure that the information contained is accurate, Historic Salem, Inc. makes no 
warranty or guarantee concerning the accuracy of the content. Historic Salem, Inc. shall not be liable and shall be held 
harmless for related errors contained herein or for any damages in connection with the use of the information, as no 
guaranty, either expressed or implied, is warranted therein. No part of this research shall be deemed as an 
examination with respect to title or as a legal opinion. 
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Massachusetts Cultural Resource Information System 
Sean ned Record Cover Page 

Inventory No: SAL.2074 

Historic Name: Allen, Charles H. House 

Common Name: 

Address: 3 Clifton Ave 

Cityrrown: ··Salem 

ViHage/Neighborhood: South Salem 

Local No: 33-418 

Year .Constructed: 

Ar~hitect(s): 

A~chiiect~raFStyle(s): Queen Anne 

Use(s): Single Family Dwelling House 

Significance: Architecture 

Area(s): SAL.GN: Derby and Messervy Estates 

Roof: Asphalt Shingle 
Wall: Wood Clapboard; Wood Shingle 
Foundation: Brick 

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing 
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic 
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to 
this resource may be available in digital format at this time. 

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database 
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should 
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the 
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS 
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's 
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5. 

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer 
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm) 

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS 
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR 
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL 
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION 
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.rna.us/mhci 
under the subject heading "MHC Forms." 

This file was accessed on: 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc 

Tuesday, December 08, 2015 at 11 :57 AM 



FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTQN, MA 02108 

SKETCH MAP 

f0~€St 
/'r-v£.. 

Show property's location in relation 
to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
all buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest intersection. 
Indicate north. 

LA f A'-IE"(ffi 
sT 

Debra Hilbert 

Organization Salem Planning Department 

Date January, 1985 

rJ 

t 

AREA FOR.'1 NO. 

Z..f / ;,.. .. 
( 1 L 

'storic NameCharles H. Allen House 

Residerxial 

Original Residential 
~~~~~~~~~~~~-

DESCRIPTION: 

Source Building Permit 

Style Queen Anne influences 

Exterior wall fabric__cla.phaa ........... ~~,~~~-

Outbuildings___N.ou...._~~~~~~~~~-

Major alterations G~ith dates)~~~~-

Approx. acreage Less than one acre 

Setting Residential 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



AROUTECTIJRl.L SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in tenns of other buildings within the community.) 

This house is old fashioned in its form (a symmetrically arranged gable roofed structure 
oriented flank ef'..~ to the street) but the varied shingle patterns in the gables and on the 
porch show a Queen Anne influence. The porchJ with its ovular cutouts J is unusua: .. 

HISrORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state 
history and how the building relates to the development of the comrm.mity.) 

3 Clifton Av-enue was built for Charles H. Allen a master mariner who had previously lived on 
Hardy Street. Allen's father was also a mariner. The land on which this house stands was 
the rear half of one of the lots created by the 1867 subdivision of- the easte:£!'1-j=--<a-r·eio!-; -cf 
the Derby Estate by Almy, Wiggin and Clark. 

') 
) 

) 
) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 

1885 Salem Directory 

-
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BOOK7478 PAGE 179 MAf•ACHUSr;TT• qUJTct..AJM D6&0 UIOltT ,Oft.M (INOIVJOUAl.) 881 

I, FRANK J. MULLIGAN, 

of Salem, Essex County, Mmachusetts, 

J;4ittg1111m11rri1J, for :.lliiliifiial cons'ideration paid, 

gra.nt to MADELINE M. MULLIGAN • 
of 3 Clifton Avenue, Salem, Massachusetts with quttrU!illt tll111'11111lts 

A certain parcel of land, together with the buildings thereon, in said 
Salem, situate on Clifton Avenue, and bounded and described as follows: 

EASTERLY 

SOUTHERLY 

WESTERLY 

NORTHERLY 

EASTERLY 

NORTHERLY 

By Summit Avenue, eighty (80) feet; 

By Clifton Avenue, one hundred and fifty (150) feet; 

By land now or late of Pickering, ninety (90) feet; 

By land now or late of Pickering fifty (SO) feet; 

By land now or late of Nevins ten (10) feet; and, 

By land now or late of said Nevins one hundred (100) 
feet. 

Said premises are conveyed subject to the right of the granter to \J 
occupy and reside in the premises during his life time. The grantee 
shall be obligated to pay all taxes, water and sewer charges, insurance~ 
and shall maintain the premises performing all repairs, maintenance and unksep. c:o 

Said premises are also conveyed subject to the restrictions contained in 
prior deeds to the effect that no building shall be erected on said 
premises within thirty (30) feet of said Summit Avenue. 
For title reference, see deed of Edward A. Coffey to Frank J. J.1ulligan ._., 
and Margaret M. Mulligan, as tenants by the entirety, dated June 2, 1950 
and recorded in Essex South District Registry of Deeds, Book 31¥f Page 5, t:, 
The said Margaret M. Mulligan having since deceased on July 28, 19 7r.... 
as does appear from her death certificate recorded herewith. 
The consideration of the within deed is less than $100.00 • 

Esse..'C SS. 

Then personally appeared the above named 

md admowledgcd the foregoing irutrument to be 

................. _ .......................... _ ......... -............................... . 

,,._,,,.._.,...,_,._,,,..,.,.,.,.,,;...,,.,._,,,,,. ... ,000. ... ••••-••••••••••••••••• 

January 10, 

Frank J. Mulligan 

his ~f!d di(JJ?_~~· ... .;.. 
RIC~--;uhllc-l/..,Xoo x 

MrccmntisJ!oa expim January 20, 9'89 

(*1ndividuil.- Joint TC!WllS - T<awl:I in Common.) 

CHAl"Ilill lU Sl!C. 6 M AUENDED BY CHAP1U 497 OF 1969 

anda~u.1~,h.":',.,'":,,f°~':'%u~1J:l\'o:;"tb~:"u...~ ~~ ~=~~,,::_s~~!f ~r,..: 
for a sped& lllDlldal)' rum. The full oxuUkntfon Jh.U ,..... the Mtsl prltt for tht """'f1ll'lt without dedu<t!oo Co: sny llau or .,,cum1mn.., wumed br the J!SDUC ot raw.inl0& th=. All rucli mdotJMont> tnd rcdtili slaJl ho MlloJci u part oE lht d«<! 
hi!= "' "'~lr '!rith tbll ...:tion .&all not a.lfo:t the nlldity ol 'A'f d<e:I. No ~Ir! 4i d...U Wll """l>t a d<t!<l lo.r ...,,tditii uaJeu 
it a in COl!lpljll!Q with 1ho '"'!~ of thiJ uctloo. 

M • 



MA••ACHU•rn• QUITCC..AIM DE&D IHOllT l'OJltM UNblYIDUA\,.) aD1 

I, MADELINE M. MULLIGAN, 
of Salem, Essex Coonf.y,Mumhusetts, 

being 11nmt1"ieJ1 for o:>11Sidcr1.tion paid, and 1n full cooslderatlon of ONE HUNDRED FIF'.r'i-FIVE 
THOUSAND ($155 1 000.00) DOLLARS--------------------------------------

grantto ROBERT p, MULLIGAN, JR. 1 ;::rNblVlbU,lfo .. y • 

of 3 Clifton Ave:·,. Salem, Massachusetts with 11utttwhn rc11tu1urt.11 

BK 11908 PG 316 
os127193 11124 Inst 271 

A certain parcel of land, together with the buildings thereon, in said 
Salem, situate on Clifton Avenue, and bounded and described as follows: 

EASTERLY: By Summit Avenue, eighty {80) feet1 

SOUTHERLY: By Clifton Avenue, one hundred and fifty (150) feet; 

WESTERLY:. Sy land now or late of Pickering, ninety (90) feet; 

NORTHERLY: By land now or late of Pickering, fifty (50) feet1 

EASTERLY: By land now or late of Nevins, ten (10) feet; and 

NORTHERLY: By land now or late. of said Nevins, one hundred {100) 
feet. 

Said premises are also conveyed subject to the restrictions contained 
in prior deeds to the effect that no building shall be erected on said 
premises within thirty (30) feet of said Summit Avenue, 

F6r title reference, see deed of Frank J. Mulligan to Madeline N. Mulligan 
dated January 10, 1984, and recorded in the Essex County south District 
Registry of Deeds Book 7478, Page 179. 

Ill I I II Ill Ill I lllllllllllll II Ill llllllll Ill Ill 
1993052700277 Bk:11908 Pg:316 

05/27/1993 11:24:00 DEED P~ 1/1 

•ttttt.U , .... !!'J. .... hand a.nd seal this .... ~!;X;:~~ <by of ..... !~¥. ......................... ,19 .. ~J. 

.......................................................................... ~o~N~ii°£i~k~~;v.:. 

ESSEX, May 26, 19 93 

Then personally appeared the above named Madeline M. Mulligan 

and acknowledged the foregoing instrument to be her fr~ act and dee~ lf~re e 

.~-6£ .. ::SJ.~ ........................ . 
ev n ' JNoWy Public M(3j{OfXJ:i'lf9 ~- ':\.,,,!~~ cJ 

• I'>' ('3 .,,. C'> \\~1.\i: MJ'. commission exp!«< Januar 4 1 19 96 ~= ... -."'~~K·.:). $·~-.~.;~·>< 
~ .... ~h~~ ... ,....,... \~:, .. . ;.\ ~-~~ ~ ... : ·t~~... . ...... '1¢ ~~ t • . (\ ~1\1 w 1,J:.;':'.»:: ;'. .'!!.: };,,,J..,. 1al-Jo111t Tcnanb-Tcrumts In Common.) 

~i) . ..... {J) ~- • .. • ~ !i]' -"''' ~ 
.. ·~ !:!! E\. e> .. (·;~~;; "•/ ·e;· re SEC. 6 .AS AMllNDl!D .&Y CHAPTE!l ~97 OP 196? 

'~ ... - vt "'"' cndon<d upoa It the full nam<, residence and po11 ol!icc addICSS o( the 8fllll<C 
.• _ .~~ .., ,.., amount of the foll rons!dcul!on lhcttof In. do!W. O< the raturc or ~ otliet coruld~ntlon therefor, If not dell .. ttd 

fO< o 1-illc: maoetl17 1um, The lull consldet11t!oo ahall Dl<tn the told pd<e for the ronveyame without dcduC11on for IJ\J lfmt or 
M<Um6rcntt< &aum«I 11' the • ....,..,. or ,.,..,,Jn!na therec>n. All such mdorsem«>ta and r«ltalr tball l>o ~rdcd ai put of tho dfflf. 
l'al!ure to comply wllh th!t S«tloo shall not dect the val!d!ty of anr deed. No ttSfllet of deed• !hall icrtpt a det<I lot tt<Ordin& wtfcu 
It fl In compllJMt 'With the requ!re<nents of thls WClll. 



Unofficial Prope. :cord Card http:// salem.patri otproperti e~. _ ~• n/RecordCard.asp 

Unofficial Property Record Card - Salem, MA 

Parcel ID 33-0418-0 

Prior Parcel ID 51 --

Property Owner MULLIGAN ROBERT D JR 

Mailing Address 3 CLIFTON AVE 

City SALEM 

Mailing State MA 

ParcelZoning R1 

Card 1 Value Building Value 322,100 

Building Style Multi-Conver 

#of Living Units 2 

Zip 01970 

General Property Data 

Account Number 

Property Location 3 CLIFTON AVENUE 

Property Use Two Family 

Most Recent Sale Date 5/27/1993 

Legal Reference 11908-316 

Grantor MULLIGAN MADELINE M 

Sale Price 155,000 

Land Area 0.287 acres 

Current Property Assessment 

Xtra Features Value O Land Value 121,100 

Building Description 

Total Value 443,200 

Foundation Type Brick/Stone 

Frame Type Wood 

Flooring Type Hardwood 

Basement Floor Concrete 



Unofficial Prope1 :cord Card http:/ I sal em. patri otproperti es ... vm/Record Card.asp 

Year Built 1880 Roof Structure Gable Heating Type Forced H/W 

Building Grade Good Roof Cover Asphalt Shgl Heating Fuel Oil 

Building Condition Average Siding Clapboard Air Conditioning 0% 

Finished Area (SF) 3167.8 Interior Walls Plaster #of Bsnt Garages O 

Number Rooms 10 # of Bedrooms 3 # of Full Baths 2 

# of 3/4 Baths O #of 1/2 Baths 3 #of Other Fixtures 1 

Legal Description 

Narrative Description of Property 

This property contains 0.287 acres of land mainly classified as Two Family with a(n) Multi-Conver style building, built about 1880, having Clapboard exterior and Asphalt Shgl roof cover, with 2 

unit(s), 10 room(s), 3 bedroom(s), 2 bath(s), 3 half bath(s). 

:;t: • .ilf,v.20 

•J"'T 

"' '" '"' 

Property Im ages 



Unofficial Prope. :cord Card http:/ /salem.patriotpropertie~. __ ,n/RecordCard.asp 

Disclaimer: This information is believed to be correct but is subject to change and is not warranteed. 



Historic House Plaque Application 
If interested in commissioning a written history of your Salem house 
and having a plaque to identify its construction date and early 
owner(s), please fill in the blanks below. 

The fee for a professionally prepared house history and plaque is 
$400.00. Please send a check for that amount, made out to Historic 

Salem, Inc., with this application, to the above address. 

Name: --e,13ac u 
Name of Owner (if different from above): 

Contact Information: 

Home Phone: (9 7f) 7l/f.f -~9d.J' 
\Nork Phone=~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

e-mail: (VLJ 1 {''@a I\ --- b 0 lo e hcrrTVtL:l. CJ.'YL-

Street Address: 3 Lf-LFrtJILl /f:l/E 1 SA-4cM. 
> 

Date Purchased 8t From \Nhom: 

/13lf - Sl t<UHf !tLLEl\.J <Pvr~eJ hf FrQ./lt: frlullc$ti.'l - fl'tf 3ml'diJJkr:) 

Helpful Information about the Building (append copies if necessary): 



~gtttnttUt maae thi• . ......... : .. e6. ................ -............. aay o/ ....... Oct.o.lm~ ........................... .. 
J..D.19 Mbetween, ........ .Sarah .. All..e.u .... of ... .Sal.e.m., ... Ka.aa ...................................................................................... . 

of tke seco,,,O, part. 

TM party of tn. ftrn part h.tlreby atrees to Stll, · a,n,d . t11'e pllirlfJ of t~ seeo1Ul part to 

;JllrtbRSt, a certain estate sf;tuated ....... a .... Cli.t'.t.0.1LAY.~D~ .•.... ~-.:l,m.,. ... J.J.aAt.C1.• .................................. : .. 

•an,il, botif&<lea as follows: -~----~~-!!:':!~ .... 1-?!!.~~~-! .... ~~--~!.~.~---~~-~-:.~~-··~·~!.~~~~: ... '-~~-~-~- . 
. attB~:.t.,.4 .... i.n .... ~.g,_.: .. ~ ... ~~-'.1.~~ ...... ~.~~--··~-~!.,.~!.~:~.!.~-~---~---~~~-~ .. -~!.~~·~·····-~-~I!~.~ 

•.• _.;,C ~ .fEte.t.J_ .. Jl!ju,._t.t .. e.r.~-~ QJ.1 ftu-J.~.,.~1!.:h~lMltM ... ~tld .. Jf.t.t~'-J'..::ff.\l'-H.::,fiMfH'.1\Y 
- . ·_ ~;tJ.· .. 1-MJl.l.:::tt .. : .. ~.\'-.. :;.1.Tt. ... B~.'-.~~M.1 .... ~J.~~.~.Y ... f~.'--~l .... ~.~~~hf.!.*7. ... P.Y. .. J.~.~ ... ~!~ . 

. :o.t.;:.1.-ate ... :ot .. :ttcJntr.t11g.:.fiftY. ... t.e.~.ts .... ~a.e:tt.rly ... :bY. ... land .. no.n ... o~ ... .latf? ... or.~ .......... -· . 
tre.vina .•... :ten .... 1i'.lt4i.J .... and~ ... n·.or.the:r.17 .. :l>Y ... :l1.ta4 ... now .... or ... 1~t.e .... :o.t ... .s.n1.d ... lf.e:v.ine .... o.ne 
.hundred ... f.e.e:t.-. ........ : ..................... , .... · ..................... ; .. :.:.:::.: ........ :: ......•. ;:::.: .... :::::::::.: .. : ....... : .. ::::; .. :.:.: ......................... • .. : ............... .-...... . 
... &a.l.d: .. J:.t:rim.1.a~.cL.f!r.~ .... 9. .. ?..nt~n~, ... g.~J.!,~:t .... ~.9. .. ::~~-···'-~-;r-~~-~-~~1.9.n~: ... ~.Qn.t.P..tn.~d .... i.n ... . 
n.r.1.o.r. ... q9.f.4.tL .. ~9. ..... ~~--··:~.~f-~.~~L:.~h~~---~~J~!~.!~!~M. ... ~~~~-~: .. ~.~----~-~~-~-~-~--~·--~~----~-~-~.4 ... . 

!:::~~~:;'~!!;~!~!~: .. ~!.:i.~~~;::~·.;:~:::i;::~;:::::;~:;~~:.: =:.'-~::;~~~ r 
.O..f .... thg ..... ~S .. Q..Q.ttd ... J!.~~,r.t .... !tU~Y~Q.P. .... ~P.g_ ... Q.C.~~~-~L .. :t.9 ... ~Y..• ........................... :············· ............................... r.::,-... 
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Copyright: Requests for permission to publish material from the collection must be submitted 
in writing to the Manuscript Librarian in the Phillips Library at the Peabody Essex 
Museum. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

Charles Henry Allen was born in Salem, Massachusetts, on 26 March 1830, the son of 
William E. and Sarah H. (Wright) Allen. William Allen was a shipmaster, who died in Africa in 
1838. Charles Allen first shipped out at the age of 15 on the Ship St. Paul, commanded by his uncle, 
also named Charles Henry Allen, on a voyage to Manila and back to Salem. Allen continued 
voyaging on a number of different ships, although in 1850-51, he stayed for a period of time in 
California, where he spent time in the gold mines. A companion of his during this pe1iod was the 
Salem adventurer, Frede1ick Townsend Ward. 

In June 1861, Allen took command of the ship Sooloo. He commanded several other ships 
during the 1860s and 1870s, but returned to the Sooloo in 187 6 and captained her until his retirement 
in 1884. 

Allen married Margaret McKenzie of Salem on 10 October 1856. Allen died at his home in 
Salem on 5 December 1910. He was survived by his wife and four children: Charles F. Allen, Mrs. 
Frederick G. Pousland, Mary F. Allen, and Lillian H. Allen. 

1:s+e't as~ =f' a)-~ ]JellHey ~;-A I ggr ~ lnri'1 
rJJ ·I- :? etif-~15 A-ere- (see_ aA4r:rdr.ed 
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MH 28: Charles H. Allen Jr. Papers 

HISTORICAL NOTE ON THE SHIPS INVOLVED 

The ship Formosa was designed and built at East Boston by the firm of John Taylor and was 
launched on 20 November 1868, 1252 tons. She made at least eight voyages and was wrecked off 
Java in 1880. 

The ship Mindoro was designed and built at East Boston by John Taylor, and was launched 
on 6 November 1864, 845 tons. She made 14 voyages between 1864 and 1883. Ultimately the 
Mindoro was towed to Salem and lay idle alongside Derby Wharf for several years until she was 
converted to a coal barge. 

The ship Panay was designed and built at East Boston by Justin Taylor, the eldest son of 
John Taylor, who succeeded his father in the firm. The Panay was launched on 25 June 1877, 1190 
tons. She made at least ten voyages and was lost on 14 July 1890, on Simara Island, the Philippines, 
after going aground on 12 July 1890. 

The ship Sooloo II was designed and built at East Boston by John Taylor, and launched on 1 
May 1861, 784 tons. She made 19 voyages between 1861 and 1887/8, when she was sold to the 
Boston Tow Boat Company and converted to a coal barge. Sooloo II foundered and was lost on 15 
November 1892. 

The ships above were owned by the Salem merchant firm of Stone, Silsbee & Pickman (later 
Silsbee, Pickman & Allen - the firm changed its name in 1863). The reader is referred to the 
extensive manuscript collection of Stone, Silsbee & Pickman (MSS #63), to which this material is 
ancillary. 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

The Charles H. Allen Jr. Papers consist of material related primruily to four ships, Formosa, 
Mindoro, Panay, and Sooloo II, on which Captain Charles Allen served as master at one time or 
another. There are no personal papers of Captain Allen in the collection. The materials identifiable 
with Allen are small account books he kept while master of a vessel and include crew and slop chest 
accounts, inventories, and want lists. It is assumed that these papers had been in the in the possession 
of Captain Allen at some point and thus were identified with him at the time of their donation to the 
Peabody Essex Museum. This collection is divided into five series. 

Series I. Ship Formosa Papers consist of shipping articles, port activity papers, health 
certificate, insurance papers, payroll accounts, manifest, crew accounts, slop chest accounts, and 
wants accounts. 

Series II. Ship Mindoro Papers consist of a collection of small notebooks containing crew 
accounts, slop chest accounts, wants and inventory accounts. 

Series III. Ship Panay Papers consist of shipping articles, slop chest accounts, wants and 
inventory accounts. 

Series IV. Ship Sooloo II Papers consist of shipping articles, port papers, cargo accounts, 
crew accounts, slop chest accounts, food accounts, wants and inventory accounts. 

Series V. Silsbee and Pickman Material contains cargo contracts and pages removed from 
account books calculating cargo costs for a number of vessels. 
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MR 28: Charles H. Allen, Jr. Papers 

BIBLIOGRAPHY AND RELATED COLLECTIONS 

Matthews, Frederick. American Merchant Ships, Series Two (Salem, Mass.: Marine 
Research Society, 1931), pp. 239, 240, 242. 

Paine, Ralph D. The Ships and Sailors of Old Salem: The Record of a Brilliant Era of 
American Achievement, Rev. ed. (Boston: Charles E. Lauriat, 1927), frontispiece, pp. 12, 
441, 448. 

Putnam, George Granville. Salem Vessels and Their Voyages, Series III (Salem, Mass.: 
Essex Institute, 1925), pp. 19-74, 97, 98, 117. 
This work contains descriptions of the four vessels in question, as well as biographies 
of their masters, including Captain Allen. Additionally, there is a brief biography of 
John Taylor, builder of the Sooloo, Mindoro, and Formosa. Putnam also describes 
each vessel and its voyages in varying detail. 

Salem City Directory, 1911. 

Salem Evening News, Dec. 6, 1910. 

MH 0.431, Box 5, Folders 11 & 12. 
This collection contains a list of vessels built by, and a handwritten biographical 
sketch of, John Taylor; the details vary somewhat from Putnam. 

MH 0.432, Box 5, Folder 12. 
Biographical Sketch of John Taylor: "In his later active business days, his eldest 
son Justin was associated with him ... The two together built many vessels for the Philippine 
Island trade. These were for the Silsbees and Pickmans of Salem. Some of these vessels 
were named for islands in the Philippine group, notably The Sooloo - Mindoro - Panay - and 
Formosa." 

Stone, Silsbee & Pickman Papers, MSS 63 

Allen Family Papers, MSS 1 

Also see numerous logbooks under the four ship's names, including four of the Mindoro while 
captained by Allen, 1865-1868. 
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SERIES II. Ship Mindoro Papers 

Box Folder Contents 

1 5 Notebooks: 
Inventory 
Crew accounts 
Crew accounts 
Slop chest accounts 
Crew accounts 
Wants 

Crew accounts 
Storr (sic) list 
Crew accounts 
Inventory/wants 
Slop chest accounts 

SERIES III. Ship Panay Papers 

1 

1 

A. Ship's Papers 

6 Shipping articles 

B. Notebooks 

7 Slop chest accounts 
Wants [3 volumes] 
Inventory 
Inventory 

Series IV. Ship Sooloo //Papers 

1 

A. Ship's Papers 

8 

9 

Shipping articles 
Clearance certificate 
Receipt, Manila 
Receipts, Yokohama 
Cargo accounts 

©1999, Phillips Library at the Peabody Essex Museum 
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undated [1870] 
1871-1872 
1872-1873 
1875, undated 
1876-1877 
1876, 1877, 1878, 
1879 
1881-1882 
1882 
1882-1883 
undated 
undated 

1877 

1877 
1877, 1878, 1881 
1881 
1882 

1864 
1871 
1876 
1880 
1869, 1871, undated 
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MH 28: Charles H. Allen Jr. Papers 

CHARLES H. ALLEN, JR. PAPERS, 1861-1883 

SERIES LIST 

SERIES I. Ship Formosa Papers 
A. Ship's Papers 
B. Notebooks 

SERIES II. Ship Mindoro Papers 
SERIES III. Ship Panay Papers 

A. Ship's Papers 
B. Notebooks 

Series IV. Ship Sooloo II Papers 
A. Ship's Papers 
B. Notebooks 

Series V. Silsbee and Pickman Material 

CONTENTS LIST 

SERIES I. Ship Formosa Papers 

A. Ship's Papers 

Box Folder Contents 

1 1 Crew shipping agreement 
Inward cargo manifest 
Payroll accounts 
Departure certificate 

1 

Receipt for delivery of ship's register and papers from 
US Consulate, Manila and Batavia 
Clearance certificate 
Health certificates 

2 General Coverage & Partial Loss Statement for the 
grounding of Formosa 

3 Miscellaneous receipts for port activities, Shanghai 

B. Notebooks 

4 Crew accounts [ 4 volumes] 

Slop chest accounts [5 volumes] 
Want list 

1868 
1868 
1870 
1872 

1872, 1873 
1873 
1878, undated 

1873 
1878 

1868-1870, 1873-
1880 
1878-1879, undated 
1879 

Crew cash advance accounts undated 
Slop "Book" undated 
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MH 28: Charles H. AUen Jr. Papers 

B. Notebooks 

Box Folder Contents 

1 10 Food accounts [does not appear to be related to vessel] 
Store list 

Volume 1 

Wants 
Slop chest accounts 
Inventory 
Slop chest accounts 
Inventory 
Inventory /wants 
Inventory/wants 
Wants 
Inventory 
Inventory 
Crew accounts 
Crew account 
Crew accounts 

Crew account 

Series V. Silsbee and Pickman Material 

1861-1864 
1869 
1876 
1876-1877 
1876 
1876-1877 
1878 
1880 
1881-1882 
1883 
1872, 1873 
1874, 1876 
1868-1869 
1876-1877 
1877-1879 

1879 

1 11 
12 

Cargo contracts 1866 

Page6 
Page 6 

[Pages removed from an account book] showing 
calculated cost of cargoes carried by a number of vessels, 
including: Ocean Rover, Augustine Heard, Georgina, 
Patmos, Sooloo, Templar, Mindoro, Lizzie Oaijield, 
City of Sydney 1869, undated 
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APPENDIX. 

GRAMMAR SCHOOLS. 

BENTLEY SCHOOL. ESSEX STREET . 

. GRADE.
1 
___ :~~- ·--1 POS!~ION:.i~~ARV.: E~~~~.g~. ! RESIDENCE. 

IX. \HANNAH E. CHOATE. 
1
rPrinclpal. t1,500 !April. 1813. 135 Norman. 

IJtc. 18117 ·1 
Vlll. !Abby A. Grant. Assistant. 6oo .Jan. 1810. 16 Andrew. 

Vll. ~Alice B. Bodwell, 550 !June, 1893. 41 Buffum. 

VI. jsarah L. Cabeen, 550 !Nov. 1889. 18 Pickman. 

v. an. : IKernwood. 

V. 'jMary F. Allen, ; 3 Clifton ave 

I 

BOWDITCH SCHOOL. FLINT STREET. 
----· ----·---· 

I 
'. I DATE OF I GRADE. NAME. : POSITION. ISALARV.. ELECTION. RESIDENCE. 

--- - - -- --- - - I --- --- -- --- ------

IX. ,FRANKL. SMITH, !Principal. I ti.Boo Dec. 1814. /
1

131 Federal. 
, . I /:Jept. 186t. 

IX. Margaret G. Stanley, ;sub-Prin. [ Boo June, 1863. !Marblehead. 

VIII. Gertrude M. Pickering, !Assistant. 6oo Jan. 1889. 41 Summer. 

VIII. Florence A. Woodbury, ! " 6oo June. 1892. 1
1
1 Orange 

VII. Susan K. Rogers. 6oo July, 1814. 1:6 No. Pine. 

VII. Laurette H. Files, 550 Feb. 1882. . 5l Hathorne. 

VII. Flora J. Sibley, 

Vt. Helen M. Miner. 

VI. Margaret H. Mackenzie, 

Vt. !Bertha F. Perkins, 

V. Grace A. Woodbury, 

' V. I Marion E. Tyler. 

V. !Lucy W. Files, 

55o Jari. 1883. 
I 

550 '.Dec. 1814. 

550 June. 1889. 

55o :Oct. <395. 

500 !Sept. 1896. 

500 Nov. 1896. 

500 Sept. 1818. 

t;8,650 

: tt7 Federal. 
I 
! 25 Dearborn. 
I 
;25 Federal. 

'Danvers. 

11 Orange. 

:so School. 

:5l Halhorne. 

rngitizoobvGoogle 
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info@historicsalem.org 

From: info@historicsalem.org [hsi@historicsalem.org] 

Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 2015 9:49 AM 

To: 'ouldcolony' 

Subject: Plaque Order for3 Clifton Avenue 

Bob, 

I just had a call from Bosnia, fast!!!!!. The plaque should read as 
follows: 

Built for Charles. H. Allen, Jr, Shipmaster 

1885 

As Mr. Mulligan will be back in Salem a few days before 
Christmas, we decided to have it sent to: 

Robert D. Mulligan, Jr. 
3 Clifton Avenue 
Salem, MA 01970 

Thanks Bob, you have made his Christmas. 

Dick Thompson 

12/15/2015 


