134 Federal Street, Salem

According to available evidence, this house was built in 1800 for Benjamin
Blanchard, hair-dresser, who became a dry-goods dealer in the 1820s. The
house built in 1800 has a balanced five-bay facade fronting on Carpenter
Street; and by 1823 Mr. Blanchard had added on to the westerly side of the
house a structure whose first floor was evidently used as a store.

Benjamin Blanchard (1770-1843) was born in Medford on 8 September 1770, the
son of Aaron Blanchard (1722-1785) & Tabitha Floyd. Benjamin was the
youngest of nine, including an older brother Aaron Jr. born in 1751. When he was
a boy, at the age of 12 or 13, he was apprenticed, evidently, to learn the trade of a
barber, or hairdresser. In addition to hairdressing and shaving, barbers often
treated minor ailments, and also made or repaired wigs. In those days before
running hot water, most men went every day to the barber to be shaved.

Once he had served out his apprenticeship and become a journeyman, Benjamin
came to Salem. He met and courted Margaret Brown of Herbert Street, the sister of
James Brown, a mariner, and the daughter of William Brown, deceased, of an old
Salem family. The couple married on December 4, 1791. In the town valuations
of 1792 Benjamin is listed in ward three, with Aaron Blanchard (likely his older
brother) and is taxed on a shop and for a small income. In ward three in 1793,
Benjamin is taxed on part of a house & shop ($125 value) and stock worth $50.

By 1793, aged 23, he had a barber’s shop on Essex Street, westerly of Washington
Street about a third of the way toward North Street; in 1793 Benjamin Pickman
described it as “a small shop occupied by Mr. Blanchard the Barber” (EIHC
6:106). By 1800 or so, Benjamin had moved his operation to a different site on
Essex Street: west of the Nathaniel Ropes house (Ropes Memorial, which then
stood on the street-front) was a row of four shops: Blanchard’s was most westerly,
and then, going east, were those of Mark Pitman, cabinet maker; Nathaniel Lang,
saddler; and Stephen Driver, boot and shoe maker (EIHC 21:216, Oliver Thayer’s
“Early Recollections”).

The Blanchards’ first known child, Margaret, was born in 1795, and would be
followed by six more between 1791 and 1814. In 1798 the Blanchards shared a
house belonging to Ezekiel Cheever (evidently 314 Essex Street) with Marcy



Gibbs (see 1798 Federal Direct Tax listings). In the 1800 census the Blanchards
are listed at that same house.

Benjamin Blanchard (1770-1843), b. 8 Sept. 1770, Medford, son of Aaron
Blanchard & Tabitha Floyd, died of palsy 19 Aug. 1843. He m. 4 Dec. 1791
(Salem) Margaret Brown (1774-1841), bp. 1774, St. Peter’s Chh., d/o William
Brown, died of cancer, 12 April 1841. Known issue:

Margaret, 1795, m. 1838 Pierce L. Wiggin

Elizabeth, 1797, m. 1829 Samuel Emery

Benjamin, 1799, m. 1825 Jane L. Heussler

Priscilla, 1803, m. 1827 William Wallis

Joanna, 1806

William Brown, 1808, probably died young.

Sarah Brown, 1814
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Benjamin Blanchard had come to Salem because it was a very prosperous seaport,
and had become so soon after the 1783 end of the Revolutionary War. In some
places, the post-war loss of the former colonial connections and trade routes was
devastating; but in Salem, the merchants had the money and the enterprising spirit
to push their ships and cargoes into all parts of the known world. Shut out of all
British empire ports, Hasket Derby, William Gray, Eben Beckford, and Joseph
Peabody led the effort to open new markets. In 1784, Derby began trade with
Saint Petersburg, Russia; and in 1784 and 1785 he dispatched trading vessels to
Africa and China, respectively. Voyages to India soon followed, and then to the
Spice Islands (Sumatra, Java, Malaya, etc.). In 1798 trade opened with Mocha,
Arabia, which supplied coffee. Salem merchants built more and larger vessels, and
by 1800 Salem was among the greatest trading ports in America, with some of the
wealthiest merchants. It was at this time (1792) that Salem’s first bank was
founded: the Essex Bank was followed by the Salem Bank (1803).

The attractive new-comer Benjamin Blanchard partook of the general prosperity,
and had a popular and lucrative business.

The strength of the new Republic and its sea-borne commerce were tested first by
France, in a “false war” from 1798 to 1800, and then by Britain. In both instances,
American vessels were boarded, harassed, and even impounded. However,
Yankee seafarers had no fear of these others; they added guns to their vessels, and
the Salem owners and masters aggressively expanded their trade to the farthest



ports of the rich East. Salem cargoes were exceedingly valuable, and wealth was
piling up in Salem’s warehouses and bank accounts.

In 1800, Salem was still a town, and a small one by our standards, with a total
population of about 7,000 souls. Its merchants resided mainly on two streets:
Washington (which ended in a wharf on the Inner Harbor, and above Essex, had
the Town House in the middle and ran to the North River) and Essex (particularly
between what are now Hawthorne Boulevard and North Streets). In the later 19™
century, Salem’s commercial prosperity would sweep almost all of the great
downtown houses away (the brick Joshua Ward house, built 1784, is a notable
exception). The East Parish (Derby Street area) was for the seafaring families,
shipmasters, sailors, and fishermen. In the 1790s, Federal Street, known as New
Street, had more empty lots than fine houses. Chestnut Street did not exist: its site
was a meadow, backlands for the Pickerings on Broad Street and the old estates of
Essex Street. The Common was not yet Washington Square, and was covered with
hillocks, small ponds and swamps, and utility buildings and the town alms-house.
All would soon be transformed.

The town’s merchants were ready to put some of their wealth to work at home. In
Samuel Mclntire, they had a local architect who could help them realize their
desires for large and beautiful homes in the latest style. In the next ten years,
neighborhoods would be developed with handsome high-style houses for Salem’s
large number of suddenly rich merchants and shipmasters. While a few of the new
houses were built in the old Essex-Washington Street axis, most of the new
construction took place on or near Washington Square and on Chestnut, Federal,
and upper Essex Streets. The architectural style (called “Federal” today) had been
developed years before by the Adam brothers in England and featured fanlight
doorways, palladian windows, elongated pilasters and columns, and large
windows. It was introduced to New England by Charles Bulfinch upon his return
from England in 1790. The State House in Boston was his first institutional

composition; and soon Beacon Hill was being built up with handsome residences
in the Bulfinch manner.

Samuel Mclntire, a carver and house-carpenter, was quick to pick up on the style,
and to adapt it to Salem’s larger lots. Mclntire’s first local composition, the
Jerathmeel Peirce house (on Federal Street), contrasts greatly with his later
Adamesque compositions. The interiors of this Adam style differed from the
“Georgian” and Post-Colonial: in place of walls of wood paneling, there now
appeared plastered expanses painted in bright colors or covered in bold wallpapers.
The Adam style put a premium on handsome casings and carvings of central



interior features such door-caps and chimney-pieces (Mclntire’s specialty). On the
exterior, the Adam style included elegant fences; and the houses were often built of
brick, with attenuated porticoes and, in the high style, string courses, swagged
panels, and even pilasters (as with the so-called Assembly House, a Mclntire
composition).

By the turn of the year 1800, Benjamin & Margaret Blanchard, with three children
and a prosperous business, were in a position to build a fine residence on
fashionable Federal Street. A man named Ebenezer Shillaber was in the process of
opening a new road to the North River and selling off lots; and on January 13th for
$600 he sold the northerly corner lot to Benjamin Blanchard, barber (ED 141:166).
On that lot, 40’ on Federal Street and 126’ on Shillaber’s land (now Carpenter
Street), Mr. Blanchard immediately had a new three-story house built in the latest
style: three stories high, balanced fagade, hip roof, with elegant interior moldings
and trim. While there is no direct evidence that Samuel Mclntire (who died in
1811) designed or worked on the Blanchard house, it is certainly possible that he
did. In his book Mr. Samuel Mclntire, Carver, Architect of Salem, Fiske
Kimball notes that a 20"™-century owner of this house, the architect Philip H.
Smith, installed in this house some elements salvaged from a house on Lafayette
Street built for Enoch Dow in 1807-9. Kimball identifies the Dow house as likely
to have been the work of Mclntire, albeit his evidence was circumstantial rather
than direct. Kimball’s book has illustrations, taken from #134, showing the
chimney-pieces that were taken from the Dow house. It would be interesting to
know if the Blanchard house chimney-piece decorations are carved from wood or
are applied “compo,” since MclIntire worked as a wood carver. Kimball does not
identify the other elements, if any, that may have been appropriated from the Dow
house by Mr. Smith.

The house was finished by August, 1800, when, in a deed of nearby property, it is
mentioned as “the new dwelling house of Benjamin Blanchard”(ED 167:31).

Salem’s commerce created great wealth, which in turn attracted many newcomers
(like Benjamin Blanchard) from outlying towns and even other states. The ferment
of the times is captured in the diary of Rev. William Bentley, bachelor minister of
Salem’s East Church (it stood on lower Essex Street). Mr. Bentley’s diary is full
of references to the civic and commercial doings of the town, and to the lives and
behaviors of all classes of society. On Union Street, not far from Mr. Bentley’s
church—and a few doors from Mrs. Blanchard’s girlhood home--on the fourth of
July, 1804, was born a boy who would grow up to eclipse all sons of Salem in the
eyes of the world: Nathaniel Hawthorne, whose father, a mariner, would die of
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fever while on a voyage to the Caribbean in 1808. This kind of untimely death was
all too typical of Salem’s young seafarers, who fell prey to malaria and other
diseases of the Caribbean and Pacific tropics.

In 1801, a Benjamin Blanchard, Salem “baker,” served as attorney to Alex Walker,
a mariner, in the matter of Mr. Walker’s grandmother West’s estate (ED 179:188).
It is not certain that this Benjamin Blanchard is the same as the owner of #134; if
so, either he had branched out briefly into baking, or there was another Benjamin
Blanchard who was a baker, or the term “baker” was a slip for “barber,” which
seems more likely. There was another Benjamin Blanchard in Salem, as described
by Mr. Bentley; but that one was a butcher, and lived in the East Parish, and was a
notorious wastrel.

In 1806 Benjamin Blanchard, hairdresser, served as attorney for his brother-in-law,
mariner James Brown (ED 179:267); and in January, 1807, the Benjamin -
Blanchards and the James Browns for $900 sold the Brown homestead on Herbert
Street (ED 179:267). In religion, the Blanchards were Baptist; and Mr. Blanchard
at some point was chosen deacon of the church. His high standing is underscored
by his serving in 1811 as the administrator of the estate of his deceased neighbor
George W. Martin (ED 191:302); and in 1814 he would serve as attorney for
William Haskell, a mariner (ED 207:67).

Salem’s boom came to an end with a crash in January, 1808, when Jefferson and
the Congress imposed an embargo on all American shipping. Their hope was to
bring about conditions in which England would agree to terms in which free trade
could be conducted peacefully; but the Embargo soon proved futile, and nearly
ruinous in Salem, whose commerce ceased. Under these circumstances, local
politics—the Republicans (mostly mariners) versus the Federalists (mostly
merchants)—turned virulent. The East Parish seafarers, led by the Crowninshield
family, loyally supported the Embargo until it was lifted in spring, 1809. Shunned
by most of the other Federalists for his support of the Embargo, the great merchant
Billy Gray took his large fleet of ships and moved to Boston, where he switched
from the Federalist party and soon became Lt. Governor. Diminished by many
vessels and much wealth by Gray’s removal, Salem resumed its seafaring
commerce for three years, but still the British preyed on American shipping; and in
June, 1812, war was declared against Britain.

Most of the New England towns opposed the war as being potentially ruinous and
for the benefit only of the western war-hawk states. In Salem, forty privateers were
immediately fitted out, manned by Marblehead and Salem crews, who also served



on U.S. Navy vessels, including the Constitution. In addition, Salem fielded
companies of infantry and artillery. Salem and Marblehead privateers were largely
successful in making prizes of British supply vessels. While many of the town’s
men were wounded in engagements, and some were killed, the adventure and
possible riches of privateering kept the men returning to sea as often as possible.
The first prizes were captured by a 30-ton converted fishing schooner, the Fame,
and by a 14-ton luxury yacht fitted with one gun, the Jefferson. Of all Salem
privateers, the Crowninshields’ 350-ton ship America was the most successful.
She captured 30-plus prizes worth more than $1,100,000 in 1812 money.

Salem erected forts and batteries on its Neck, to discourage the British warships
that cruised these waters. In June, 1813, off Marblehead Neck, the British frigate
Shannon defeated the U.S. Navy frigate Chesapeake. Almost a year later, in
April, 1814, the people of Salem gathered along the shores of Salem Neck as three
sails appeared on the horizon and came sailing on for Salem Bay. These vessels
proved to be the mighty Constitution in the lead, pursued by the smaller British
frigates Tenedos and Endymion. The breeze was light, and the British vessels
gained, but Old Ironsides made it safely into Marblehead Harbor, to the cheers of
thousands.

On land, the war went poorly for the United States, as the British captured
Washington, DC, and burned the Capitol and the White House. Along the western
frontier, U.S. forces were successful against the weak English army; and, as
predicted by many, the western expansionists had their day. At sea, as time wore
on, Salem’s vessels often were captured, and its men captured or killed. After
almost three years, the war was bleeding the town dry, and the menfolk were
disappearing. Hundreds of Salem men and boys were imprisoned in British prison-
ships and at Dartmoor Prison in England.

At last, in February, 1815, peace was restored.

Post-war, the Salem merchants rebuilt their fleets and resumed their worldwide
trade, to great effect. A new Custom House was built in 1819, on the site of the
Crowninshield mansion, at the head of Derby Wharf. Into the 1820s the foreign
trade continued very prosperous; and new markets were opened with Madagascar
(1820), which supplied tallow, and Zanzibar (1825), whence came gum copal, used
to make varnish.

Salem men tended to join clubs and military companies as a way of socializing and
protecting their interests. The Salem Charitable Mechanic Association was
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founded in 1817 to serve the needs of those who worked with tools or machines
(“mechanics”); and Benjamin Blanchard was chosen one of the Association’s
trustees (EIHC 121:50). At that time he was identified as being a Federalist in
politics, and a regular candidate for Town Assessor on the Federalist ticket (ibid).

At that same time, in November, 1817, Mr. Blanchard was chosen agent (manager)
of the Salem & Danvers Aqueduct Company; shortly afterward he was also chosen
clerk of the corporation (see EIHC 2:110). The Aqueduct Company had been
founded in 1796, at which time Salem was poorly supplied with water, and had no
“soft” water at all for washing clothes, other than in rivers. The idea of the
Company was to pipe spring water to Danvers and Salem through bored-out logs.
In 1798 the Company built a small open reservoir (“fountain”) atop Gallows Hill;
and in spring, 1799, the water began flowing into Salem. In 1804, facing the need
to replace the log-pipes, the great merchant Joseph Peabody agreed to secure the
Company for $20,000. The work went forward, with logs of 5” bore running past
Benjamin Blanchard’s shop to Richard Ward’s house (the “Witch House”) on
Essex Street. In 1816 the Company decided to discontinue all branches “leading to
manufactories such as distilleries, tan-yards, tallow-chandlers, soap-boilers,
brewers, curriers, (and) bathing-houses and stables.” In 1817 a new reservoir was
built downtown on Sewall Street; and Mr. Blanchard was hired as Agent, and then
became Clerk. In 1819, water for families being insufficient, the Company
contracted with the Salem Iron Factory to erect a log-boring mill to hollow out the
logs (which had been hand-hollowed before then). In November, 1818, Mr.
Blanchard went to New Hampshire to procure 15,000 feet of large yellow pine
logs, and in 1822 he went to Boston to procure iron castings, or rings, with which
to join the logs. In 1829 the Company purchased a lot of land at the end of
Carpenter Street, near the North River, as a spot on which to store logs. In 1830
Joseph Peabody became president. All proceeded smoothly, from 1821 to 1834,
with regular dividends issued. A potential rival firm was dissuaded from
organizing in 1834, and Mr. Blanchard effectively carried out his duties for most of
the rest of his life.

Per valuations, Benjamin Blanchard (ward four) in 1820 was taxed on a house &
shop valued at $1200, and had stock worth $200 and an annual income of $100.
The same was true through 1822; and in 1823 he was assessed for “house & shop
in it, $1000” with $200 stock and $200 income. It is not clear how long he had the
shop here on Carpenter Street, but it is highly likely that the shop was conducted
from the addition on the west side of the original house. The addition also had
residential space upstairs. His son Benjamin Jr., then 23, was also a trader, and
was assessed for $200 stock, $200 income, and had part of a shop (no value listed).



By 1824 and 1825 Benjamin Jr.’s part of a shop was valued at $400. He may have
been in business with his father. In 1825 Benjamin Jr. married Jane Heussler; in
1826 he was assessed for part of a house and part of a store, $1000, and his father
for house & shop, $1000. In 1827 Benjamin Jr. (he probably resided here) was
assessed for a large store, $900, and his father for a house, $1000. Benjamin
Blanchard Jr. also worked as Secretary of the Salem Marine Insurance Co. (EIHC
122:75).

In the early 1820s, Benjamin Blanchard left off his hairdressing and became a
trader, meaning a dealer in goods. In his case, he opened a dry goods store in 1824
as Blanchard & Wallis in the Franklin Building (site: Hawthorne Hotel), where
Col. Hovey had once had his store. This was probably a partnership between Mr.
Blanchard and William Wallis, his son-in-law (see A. J. Archer, Salem Gazette, 21
Feb. 1890). Sometime after 1826 the store was moved to a new stand on Essex
Street, near Washington, in the eastern part of the first floor of the First Church
building, erected 1826. About that store, “the story is told that a lady, one day
looking at some dress goods and hearing the price, said ‘Isn’t that rather high?’,
whereupon Mr. Blanchard threw the goods to the upper shelf and answered, ‘They
are higher now, Ma’am.”” (see A.J. Archer, Salem Gazette, 31 Jan. 1890).

In February, 1824, Mr. Blanchard, trader, for $200 purchased an interest in
property on Carpenter Street and in North Salem that had belonged to a Mr.
Hartshorn (ED 234:196). The Carpenter Street parcel bounded southerly on Mr.
Blanchard’s own property. For a total of more than $900 he bought up the
remaining rights in that property in 1824; and he also purchased for $300 William
Farrington’s life-estate in a house on Federal Street (ED 235:141), which he would
sell back to Mr. Farrington in 1829 (ED 250:150).

In 1824 and 1825 he sold off or exchanged some of the North Salem property that
he had bought (ED 237:254; 236:228). On Christmas Eve, 1824, he sold the house
to the west of this one, with its land, to Mrs. Worcester for $1,000 (ED 237:225).

Salem’s general maritime foreign commerce fell off sharply in the late 1820s.
Imports, which were the cargoes in Salem ships, were not so much needed now
that American goods were now being produced in great quantities. Commercial
canals were used to transport goods from place to place, turnpikes were built, and
the interior of the country was being opened for settlement. People moved west,
some from Salem. To the north, the falls of the Merrimack River were powering
large new textile mills, which created great wealth for their investors; and in
general it seemed that the tide of opportunity was ebbing away from Salem.



At that time, Salem people looked for opportunities in other parts of the country.
In 1828, Benjamin Blanchard Jr.’s brother-in-law, Capt. Jonathan P. Felt (husband
of Margaret Heussler) decided to buy property in North Carolina that was known
to have small amounts of gold on it. Capt. Felt, Benjamin Blanchard (Sr.), and
four others formed the Salem Gold Mine Company and raised $5,000 to buy the
land and make arrangements to begin mining it (EIHC 122:69-89). By the end of
1829 the Company had given up on its gold-mining, although the owners seem not
to have disposed of the land. Capt. Felt would try again for gold in Virginia later.

In 1830 occurred a horrifying crime that brought disgrace to the town. Old Capt.
Joseph White, a wealthy merchant, widowed and childless, resided in the house
now called the Gardner-Pingree house, on Essex Street. One night, intruders broke
into his mansion and stabbed him to death. All of Salem buzzed with the news of
murdering thugs; but the killers, as it happened, were Crowninshields and Knapps,
members of Salem’s elite class and relatives of the victim. A Crowninshield
committed suicide, and two Knapps were hanged. Salem was tainted by the
investigation and trial, and some of the more respectable families quit the town.

The advent of railroads in the 1830s diverted both capital and trade away from the
coast. Salem’s merchants had to move quickly to take their equity out of wharves
and warehouses and ships and put it into manufacturing and transportation. Some
did not, and were ruined. Many moved to Boston, the hub of investment in the
new economy. In 1833, Benjamin Blanchard Jr. would move to the city of
Philadelphia, which became his new home.

Despite setbacks and uncertainties, Salem was chartered as a city in 1836. City
Hall was built 1837-8 and the city seal was adopted with an already-anachronistic
Latin motto of “to the farthest port of the rich East”—a far cry from “Go West,
young man!” The Panic of 1837, a brief, sharp, nationwide economic depression,
caused even more Salem families to head west. Salem had not prepared for the
industrial age, and had few natural advantages. The large-scale factory towns of
Lowell, Lawrence, and Haverhill, had the powerful Merrimack to drive the
machinery of their huge textile factories, but Salem had only the lower part of the
North River, which served mainly to flush the waste from the many tanneries (23
by 1832) that had set up along its banks. Throughout the 1830s, the leaders of
Salem scrambled to re-invent an economy for their fellow citizens, many of whom
were mariners without much sea-faring to do. Ingenuity, ambition, and hard work
would have to carry the day.



One inspiration was the Salem Laboratory Company, Salem’s first manufacturing
enterprise, a maker of chemicals since 1819. At the plant in North Salem on the
North River, the production of blue vitriol (copper sulphate) and alum were
specialties; and it proved a very successful business. Salem’s whale-fishery, active
for many years in the early 1800s, led, in the 1830s, to the manufacturing of high-
quality candles at Stage Point, along with machine oils. The candles proved very
popular. Lead-manufacturing began in the 1820s, and grew large after 1830, when
Wyman'’s gristmills on the Forest River were retooled for making high-quality
white lead and sheet lead (the approach to Marblehead is still called Lead Mills
Hill, although the empty mill buildings burned down in 1960s).

These enterprises in the 1830s were a start toward taking Salem in a new direction.
In 1838 the Eastern Rail Road began operating between Boston and Salem, which
gave the people of Salem and environs a very direct route to the region’s largest
market. In this year, Miss Margaret Blanchard, still unmarried at 43, married (as
his second wife) Pierce L. Wiggin, a mason who later became the superintendent
of the Salem & Boston Turnpike. The E.R.R. tracks ran right over the middle of
the Mill Pond; the tunnel under Washington Street was built in 1839; and the line
was extended to Newburyport in 1840.

Perhaps Benjamin & Margaret Blanchard took a ride on the new railroad. By 1840
they were quite old: Margaret was 67, and Benjamin was 70, and probably retired
from the dry-goods business, although still serving as “agent” (manager) of the
Aqueduct Company. In 1841, Mrs. Margaret Brown Blanchard died, with what
affect on her husband and long-time companion can only be imagined.

Mr. Blanchard probably passed his time in visits with old friends, the doings of his
children and grandchildren, and walks in the neighborhood. Not far away, at the
foot of Flint Street, a bridge was being built over the North River, which would
open that part of North Salem to residential development. No doubt Mr.
Blanchard, the old Aqueduct agent, took an interest in this construction project,
which went forward in 1843.

On 19 August 1843 Mr. Blanchard, afflicted with palsy, followed his wife into the
grave. He was 73 years old.

In the inventory of his estate, taken 8 Nov. 1843, this “dwelling house and land in
Federal Street” was valued at $2700. Mr. Blanchard also owned two pews in the
First Baptist meeting house ($60), five shares in the Salem Turnpike & Chelsea
Bridge company ($300), one share ($400) in the Salem & Danvers Aqueduct
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Corporation, one share ($40) in Salem Mechanics Hall, and notes payable by
Michael Shepard ($1000) and Mr. Blanchard’s son-in-law William Wallis ($600).
At the end of his life, he occupied a first-floor front room of the house, a front
(second-story) chamber, a small chamber, and a kitchen and pantry; and he had
sundries in a small upper chamber, the garret (attic), a small lower room, and the
closet. The inventory (appended) lists his furnishings in each of these rooms.

In June, 1844, the other Blanchard heirs sold the homestead here for $2,000 to their
unmarried sisters, Joanna and Sarah B. Blanchard (ED 346:14). They would
remain the owners for the next 22 years, during which the house was rented out,
while they (evidently) resided with their older sister Elizabeth and her husband
Samuel Emery & family, nearby on Federal Street (e.g. 1855 census, house 217,
ward four, Emerys and Blanchards). In 1846, a tenant here at “58 Federal Street”
was Rev. Thomas D. Anderson, the minister of a local church (see 1846 Salem
Directory). The MclIntire Atlas, 1851, identifies this house as inhabited by “W.A.
Brown”—William A. Brown, 30, Boston merchant, Phebe, 27, and children Anna,
4, and Alice, one (1850 census ward 4, house 171). The Browns resided here
briefly; they also resided on Buffum Street, and at 50 (old number) Federal Street.

In the 1840s, new companies in new lines of business arose in Salem. The tanning
and curing of leather was a very important industry by the mid-1800s. It was
conducted on and near Boston Street, along the upper North River. There were 41
tanneries in 1844, and 85 in 1850, employing 550 hands. The leather business
would continue to grow in importance throughout the 1800s. The lack of river
power was solved by the invention of steam-driven engines, and in 1847 the
Naumkeag Steam Cotton Company began operations at Stage Point in the largest
factory building in the United States, 60’ wide by 400’ long. It was an immediate
success, and hundreds of people found employment there, many of whom lived in
tenements built nearby. Also in the 1840s, a new method was introduced to make
possible high-volume industrial shoe production. In Lynn, the factory system was
perfected, and that city became the nation’s leading shoe producer; but Salem built
shoe factories too, and attracted shoe workers from outlying towns and country
areas. Even the population changed, as hundreds of Irish families, fleeing Ireland’s
famine, settled in Salem; and the men went to work in the factories and as laborers.

In the face of all this change, some members of Salem’s waning merchant class
continued to pursue their sea-borne businesses; but even the conditions of shipping
changed, and Salem was left on the ebb tide. In the late 1840s, giant clipper ships
replaced the smaller vessels that Salem men had sailed around the world; and the
clippers, with their deep drafts and large holds, were usually too large for Salem



and its harbor. The town’s shipping soon consisted of little more than Zanzibar-
trade vessels and visits from Down East coasters with cargoes of fuel wood and
building timber. By 1850 Salem was about finished as a working port; and its
glory days were over. Hawthorne, in his “introductory section” of The Scarlet
Letter, which he began while working in the Custom House, gives an amusing
picture of the drowsiness of Salem’s once-bustling waterfront.
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The symbol of Salem’s new industrial economy was the large twin-towered granite
train station, built in 1848 on filled-in land at the foot of Washington Street, where
before had been the merchants’ wharves extending into salt water. The 1850s
brought continued growth: new churches, schools, streets, stores, etc.

Catholic churches were built, and new housing was constructed in North Salem
and the Gallows Hill areas to accommodate the workers. In March, 1853, several
streets were re-named and re-numbered, including the consolidation of County and
Marlboro Streets into Federal Street. This house was renumbered from 58 to 134.
In 1855 or shortly before, this house was first occupied by Augustus J. Archer, 45,
a dry-goods dealer, and his family (see 1855 Salem Directory, also 1855 state
census, house 215). He would reside here for the rest of his long life.

Augustus J. Archer (1810-1898) was the son of Col. Samuel Archer (1768-1813).
Col. Archer had begun his career as a barber but had become a merchant, in which
business he borrowed heavily, dealt widely, and pursued his ambitions prodigally
and successfully. He became the commander of the Salem artillery regiment as
well as an extensive speculator in lands and goods. He would become notorious
for his business practices; and after his eventual failure he abandoned Salem for
Boston. Col. Archer & his first wife, Susannah Babbidge (died 1807), had nine
children, but few survived to adulthood, and none of the boys; they resided at 80
Washington Square East. He married, second, in 1808, Deborah McNutt (1779-
1860), the daughter of Martin McNutt & Rebeeca Stuart of Liverpool, Nova Scotia
(EIHC 4:137), and by her had a daughter Agnes in 1809, Augustus Joseph in 1810,
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and two more daughters, Caroline (1811-1817) and Mary (1813-1815) who died
young. They resided on Washington Square South (#38).

Col. Archer died in Boston in 1813, and Augustus and his sister and mother
evidently returned to Salem, where he was placed in the keeping of Col. Amos
Hovey (1757-1838), a soldier of the Revolution and Salem dry goods merchant
who had a store on Neptune Street (foot of Hawthorne Boulevard) and later in the
Franklin Building (site, Hawthorne Hotel), next to which he resided with his wife,
Deborah, who may have been related to Augustus’ mother (EIHC 4:77). Col.
Hovey was the Colonel of the Salem Artillery Regiment, as had been Gus’ father.
Augustus spent some years at that trade, working at the Hovey store, which was a
front room in the brick Benjamin Dodge house, on Essex, just east of Central, and
which had a stove in it that had come from a British ship captured in the
Revolution (A.J. Archer, in 31 Jan 1890 Salem Gazette). A.J. Archer then went
off as a teenager to Andover to work in the mills. When he had had enough of
that, he returned to Salem and worked for Col. Hovey, and then worked for
Thomas W. Downing, another Salem dry goods merchant, with a store in Derby
Square until 1845.

During his early years, Augustus J. Archer was interested in things military. He
was tall and poised, and made a good impression, like his late father. In October,
1827, he joined the Salem Light Infantry, and in 1833 became its clerk. In 1839 he
was elected a First Lieutenant. He never had to fight in a war, but enjoyed the
social and civic aspects of the local military company. He also enjoyed singing,
and joined the Salem Glee Club; later, he would be choir-master of the First
Church, a chorister of the North Church, and a member of the Salem Oratorio
Society. He remained a bachelor until after he turned thirty.

In 1837, he and his mother Deborah resided at 24 Church Street; and he worked as
a clerk at T. Downing & Co. at 211 Essex Street. About 1840 Mr. Downing
offered Mr. Archer a partnership, and he took it. The company name remained T.
Downing & Co. through the 1850s, then Downing & Archer, then Archer,
Downing & Co., and finally A.J. Archer & Co.

In May, 1841, Mr. Archer married Mary Jane Waldo, 20, of Charlestown, Mass.
He, his bride, and his mother moved from Church Street to Liberty Street, where
they rented a house, #10, from John Kinsman. In 1845 T. Downing & Co. erected
a commercial building at 173 Essex Street (see A.J. Archer piece, ibid, 31 Jan.
1890). Although he had begun the marital estate rather late in life, Augustus
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Archer and his wife Mary Jane would have seven children between 1842 and 1859,
and all of them would survive to adulthood except for Agnes (1846-1852).

By 1850, the A.J. Archer family had moved to Federal Street, and evidently
resided at 51% Federal Street (old numbering) as tenants of Mrs. Robert Saunders.
Residing with Mr. & Mrs. Archer and their four little girls were Mr. Archer’s
mother, Deborah, 71, and a mother’s helper, Mary Shanley, 21, born in Ireland (see
1850 census, house 531).

Augustus J. Archer (1810-1898), born 14 July 1810, son of Samuel Archer &
Deborah McNutt, died 11 May 1898. He m. 11 May 1841 Mary Jane Waldo of
Charlestown (1821-1894). Known issue:

Caroline Emily, 1842, m. 1883 M. Denman Ross

Emily Waldo, 1844, died 23 Feb. 1923.

Agnes Deborah, 1846, d. 30 Nov. 1852.

Mary Waldo, 1848, m. 1870 Charles H. Doe.

Charles Frederic Waldo, 1851, m. 1875 Annie L. Moore.

Ada Louise, 1856, d. 13 Jan. 1876.

George Augustus, 1859, m. 1893 Alice M. Clarke.

NN A LD =

In December, 1857, the store of Archer & Downing was invaded by burglars, who
carried off $2000 in goods, mainly black silk (see newspaper story appended). In
the following year, 1858, the company put up a new brick commercial building on
Essex Street, east of Central Street. The building still stands.

The Civil War began in April, 1861, and went on for four years, during which
hundreds of Salem men served in the army and navy, and many were killed or died
of disease or abusive treatment while imprisoned. Hundreds more suffered
wounds, or broken health. The people of Salem contributed greatly to efforts to
alleviate the suffering of the soldiers, sailors, and their families; and there was
great celebration when the war finally ended in the spring of 1865. At that time,
the house here was occupied by A.J. Archer and family, including Mary R. Waldo,
67 (perhaps his mother-in-law) and a mother’s helper, Ellen Buckley, 25, born in
Ireland (1865 census, house 396).

In 1866, for $4250 Mr. Archer, who had lived here for 11 years as a tenant,

purchased from the Misses Blanchard the homestead here (ED 706:101); as it had
been since 1800, the lot ran 40’ on Federal Street and 126’ on Carpenter Street. In

14



that year he ran a large advertisement in the Salem Directory, with the image of
steam paddle-wheel ship and featuring “foreign & American dress goods,” and
“woolen cloths, of English, French, German, and American manufacture.”

Through the 1860s and 1870s, Salem continued to pursue a manufacturing course.
The managers and capitalists tended to build their new, grand houses along
Lafayette Street (these houses may still be seen, south of Holly Street). For the
workers, they built more and more tenements near the mills of Stage Point. A
second, larger, factory building for the Naumkeag Steam Cotton Company would
be added in 1859, and a third in 1865; and by 1879 the mills would employ 1200
people and produce annually 14,700,000 yards of cloth. The shoe-manufacturers
kept expanding, and by 1880 Salem would have 40 shoe factories employing 600-
plus operatives. More factories and more people required more space for
buildings, more roads, and more storage areas, to say nothing of more clothes and
more fabrics from Archer’s store.

Salem kept building infrastructure, and new businesses, and expansions of
established businesses. Retail stores prospered, and machinists, carpenters,
millwrights, and other specialists all thrived. In the 1870s, French-Canadian
families began coming to town to work in Salem’s mills and factories, and more
houses and tenements filled in what had been open areas of the city.

In July, 1879, Mr. Archer conveyed the homestead to his wife Mary (ED 1020:88).
In 1880, Mr. Archer, 69, and family resided here. Some of the children had grown
and gone off, including Charles, 29, who had gone to Boston and would become a
notable journalist. Ofthe children, still residing at 134 were Emma (Emily), 36,
and George, 20, a clerk. Also here were Mrs. Archer’s sister Charlotte & Phebe
Waldo, 54 and 49; also boarders George Barker, 36, a merchant, wife Annie, and
young son Barron; also servants Ellen Neagle, 39, and Margaret Dunlea, 17, both
born in Ireland (census 1880, ED 235, p.12). Miss Emily W. Archer became a
teacher of music, and taught here at the house.

Mr. Archer went into semi-retirement in the 1880s. He gave up the dry-goods
business, and became a real-estate and insurance broker. He also indulged his
antiquarian interests. In 1890 the Salem Gazetfe ran his reminiscences of “Essex
Street, 1820,” in four installments (see appended copy). His son Charles would
inherit his writing talent, and would make his living as a Boston journalist. In
1891 Mr. & Mrs. Archer resided here with their daughter Emily, who gave music
lessons here, and with their son George, a train dispatcher for the B&M R.R. (he
would move to Medford in 1898).
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Mrs. Mary Archer died in 1894, having willed the house to her daughter Emily W.
Archer. Mr. Archer lived well into his eighties, and died on 11 May 1898. In May,
1900, for $4025 Miss Archer sold the homestead to J. Foster Smith and his wife
Josephine J.C. Smith of Salem (ED 1608:336). Mr. Smith was an officer and
manager of the Naumkeag Steam Cotton Company, located on Stage Point, off
Congress Street. His article about the history of Stage Point was published in the
Essex Institute Historical Collections.

In the early 20™ century large numbers of Polish and Ukrainian families settled in
Salem, primarily in the Derby Street neighborhood. By the eve of World War One,
Salem was a bustling, polyglot city that supported large department stores and
large factories of every description. Its politics were lively, and its economy was
strong.

After withstanding the pressures of the new industrial city for about 70 years,
Salem’s rivers began to disappear. The once-broad North River was filled from
both shores, and became a canal along Bridge Street above the North Bridge. The
large and beautiful Mill Pond, which occupied the area south of Riley Plaza to
Loring Avenue, was filled in and buried beneath streets, storage areas, junk-yards,
rail-yards, and parking lots. The South River, too, with its epicenter at Central
Street, was filled and used for coal-yards and lumber-yards until only a canal was
left, running from Derby Wharf to Lafayette Street and a little beyond.

On June 25, 1914, in the morning, in Blubber Hollow (Boston Street opposite
Federal), a fire started in one of Salem’s fire-prone wooden tanneries. This fire
soon consumed the building and raced out of control, for the west wind was high
and the season had been dry. The next building caught fire, and the next, and out
of Blubber Hollow the fire roared easterly, a monstrous front of flame and smoke,
wiping out the houses of Boston Street, Essex Street, and upper Broad Street, and
then sweeping through Hathorne, Winthrop, Endicott, and other residential streets.
Men and machines could not stop it: the Mill Pond had been filled, so the
enormous fire was able to cross over into South Salem and destroyed the
neighborhoods west of Lafayette Street, then devoured the mansions of Lafayette
Street itself, and raged onward into the tenement district. Despite the combined
efforts of heroic fire crews from many towns and cities, the fire overwhelmed
everything in its path: it smashed into the large factory buildings of the Naumkeag
Steam Cotton Company (Congress Street), which exploded in an inferno; and it
rolled down Lafayette Street and across the water to Derby Street. There, just
beyond Union Street, after a 13-hour rampage, the monster died, having consumed

\b



s

250 acres, 1600 houses, and 41 factories, and leaving three dead and thousands
homeless. Some people had insurance, some did not; all received much support
and generous donations from all over the country and the world. It was one of the
greatest urban disasters in the history of the United States, and the people of Salem
would take years to recover from it. Eventually, they did, and many of the former
houses and businesses were rebuilt; and several urban-renewal projects (including
Hawthorne Boulevard, which involved removing old houses and widening old
streets) were put into effect.

The Smiths did not always reside here (sometimes they lived in the country); and
they rented the house out to tenants from time to time. In 1916 the occupants here
were Frederick W. Broadhead, an insurance man, and wife Edith P. and their
children (if any). By the 1920s, Salem was once again a thriving city; and its
tercentenary in 1926 was a time of great celebration.

The Smiths’ son, Philip Horton Smith (1890-1960), a Harvard graduate, was the
next owner, and, as has been mentioned, it was he who installed parts of the Enoch
Dow house in this one. He was a leading architect of his time, with an office in
Boston. He specialized in Colonial Revival compositions and in historic
renovations. John Goffe, executive director of Historic Salem Inc., researched
Smith’s life and works and wrote of them in connection with the rehab of Salem’s
Derby Square and Old Town Hall, the renovation of which P.H. Smith had
supervised in the 1930s. Philip Horton Smith and Edgar T.P. Walker were partners
in Smith & Walker, with Smith handling Colonial Revival work and Walker
specializing in the Gothic Revival. Among Smith’s notable commissions were the
Hawthorne Hotel (1926), the Salem Post office, the Tabernacle Church, the
“Pequot House” (the replica 17™-century house still standing at Shetland Park on
Congress Street), and the bandstand on Salem Common. He also designed several
houses built after 1914 in the burnt-out sections of Salem; and he supervised the
restoration of various old churches, including the Old Ship Meeting House in
Hingham. His firm also designed “Carcasonne,” the Gove house, known as “The
Castle,” which stands on Marblehead Neck.

Aside from the national Depression, Salem boomed right through to the 1960s.
Later owners of this house were the Walter R. Seiberts (1946, 3489:435), the

Dennis Mavrogenises (3838:41), and the Edward Mellos (1970, 5687:544).
Recently the house was subdivided as three condominium units.

Despite the arrival of suburban shopping malls and the relocation of manufacturing
businesses, Salem has navigated its way forward into the present with success,
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trading on its share of notoriety arising from the witch trials, but also from its
history as a great seaport and as the home of Bowditch, MclIntire, and Hawthorne.
Most of all, it remains a city where the homes of the old-time merchants, mariners,
barbers, traders, and mill-operatives are all honored as a large part of what makes
Salem different from any other place.

© 8 Sept. 2001, Robert Booth for Historic Salem Inc.
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Glossary & Sources

A figure like (ED 123:45) refers to book 123, page 45, Essex South registry of Deeds,
Federal Street, Salem.

A figure like (#12345) refers to Essex Probate case 12345, on file at the Essex Probate
Court, Federal Street, Salem, or on microfilm at Mass. Archives, Boston, or at the
Peabody Essex Museum’s Phillips Library, Salem.

Census records (censes were taken every 10 years from 1790 on, and in 1855 and 1865)
are available on microfilm; they list the heads of households 1790-1840, and then list
family members from 1850 on.

MSSRW refers to the multi-volume compendium, Mass. Soldiers & Sailors in the
Revolutionary War, available at the Salem Public Library among other places.

MSSCRW refers to the multi-volume compendium, Mass. Soldiers, Sailors, & Marines in
the Civil War, available at the Salem Public Library among other places.

EIHC refers to the Essex Institute Historical Collections (discontinued), a multi-volume
set (first volume published in 1859) of data and articles about Essex County. The indices
of the EIHC have been consulted regarding many of the people associated with this
house.

The six-volume published Salem Vital records (marriages, births, and deaths through
1849) have been consulted, as have the Salem Directory and later Naumkeag Directory,
which have information about residents and their addresses, etc.

Sidney Perley’s three-volume History of Salem, 1626-1716 has been consulted, as has the
four-volume William Bentley’s Diary, J. Duncan Phillips’ books, some newspaper

obituaries, and other sources.

Salem real estate valuations, and, where applicable, Salem Street Books, have also been
consulted, as have genealogies.

There is much more material available about Salem and its history; and the reader is
encouraged to make his or her own discoveries.

--Robert Booth
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Figures 290 and 291. Mantel from the Enoch Dow House as installed in the house of
Philip Horton Smith, Federal Street, Salem.
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12 SALEM DIRECTORY.

DRY GOODS.
A. J. ARCHER & CO.,
181 ESSEX STREET, _SALEM.

E)

.‘

v
&
e

WOOLLEN CLOTHS, of English, F¥rench, German, and American
manufacture. A fine and large assortment constanily on hand. Also,

FOREICN & AMERICAN DRESS COODS.

Our stock is large, and we offer a choice selection' in every branch of the business,
well worth the attention of buyers. . N

M. A. PORTER,

Watch Spring Skirt Maker,

236 ESSEX STREET,
SKLEM, MASS,

DEALER IN

BUTTONS, BRAIDS,‘ THREAD STORE GOODS, |

Hosiery, Gloves, Corsets,

-HANDKEROHIEFS, SMALL WARES, &c.




‘ ably between cleven and twelve o’clock, a most dnrmg
—*buﬁﬁlury~ww_x:ommxcted _upon_tho. extensive dry
goods esiabhthcnt of our nclghborg;.ﬂessrs, Arehe
.oryRowning & Lo, from whxch goods were tnken to’

-. the amount, of not less than fwo t}wusaml dullnr.t.
+The operaficnis o7 thoper pwx‘.; vg f.xf-t.hm_.mbbpry
. ~1rora oonﬁncd to the back part of tho™ ‘storo, and the
mmmor “of their cntrance - and ‘the’ assidmty with -
- ‘which itmust have been scdomplisiied, show corclu~
“mively that'the work was that of.depts {n tho ras.

'cn.lly arf.. Iu o Tenr of the store, the cellar ix Lwhz- :

l—ed by, a. w)ndow inseited on the underpmnmg “bolow.
thesurfaco of the gronnd, which recexves’"xts ‘light
.&t\e»n‘dmg about, two feet from tho wull and of ‘tho*
em width of. thé window. it Tho mndow is prétect-

'wdaot‘, an)\moh in. dlnmeter, and the
esfdes,cdvex‘od with homzontnl 1rou bars

tho ou(e,
‘no, whibh Was' ﬁnnly imhcdded ln tho ;, ound, and

iOne oi’ tho porpcndxculur bnrs wbmh protcctcd Lho
window wes then wrcnghcd out and another was bent
sufﬁonontly Lo qdmxt ofmamnll porson. The window
lmvmgvxbcon pushed in, tm admxssion to tho ‘collar
wag gained. From here n,cccas to ‘the iaterior of ‘the
store was vory easy,’ nﬂighb of stairs legding to u
trap door-in the floor of tho store, This was closcd
at the time the entrance was goined, and- oovcred by

o wheclbnrrow which_was, in the.- mormng, Toungd
at thefoot of the ceilar’ stmrs, baving been used;. ov-

~{dently;+ tg° “aid-tn-the' egress..-The. robbory_was con-
*fined thcﬂ) to plaia br"ck‘sﬂks-—stheae—bomguthu

" most difficult to jdentify; and G thoso—two—or—threo

! shelves wero complstely stripped.® Other ailk’ goods

" wore, however, found spread upon .the counter,

wwhmhmleads ~4o-tho--belief .that .the raseals mnd@

" their escape, from some cause, in a more hasty man-

b per than they had originally contemplated.

The escape wag offected by passing over the landin

" the rear of the storoand over two or thrée [ENCTT

! into tho vacant lot on Charter street, whero the cov-
erml wigon which received the goods wus in waiting,
and whore it was probably scen by a neighbor who

{ chaneed to be up between eloven and twelve o'clock,
‘ but whoso §uspmxons were not c\cxtcd by bhe circum-

5 qmnce, :

3 qomo of thg tools W)Lh which'tho entranco was ef,
fcched wors found near the cellar. window, and & shawl
was picked up pear tho fence -6ver .which the bur-

" glurs passed as they nade their escape.. Messrs.

_ Archer, Downing & Co.,.as will be.seen by the nd-.
vertisement in‘anothor column, offer & reward af five
hundred dollars for the detection of the robbers. -

" Dirixe Borarany.—Op Tiesday night last, prob. .

Saltm ??@éa;cttc
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X '\V:L‘ii AL ) @Wu Mr. Samuel Mclntire, Carver Lb"j [ R eI

\ R »;‘
R T Enoch Dow House
" S 151 Lafayette Street
o Built 1807-1809 ; demolished about 1910
AR " Principal owners: Dow, Osgood, Williams, Hurley ;
: (Figures 287-291)
The attribution to Samuel Mclntire rests on the style, and particularly on the resem- f
blance to the Felt house built next door in 1809 from his plan.
The land was acquired by Dow on July 19, 1806 (180:29). The tax valuations on Dow’s
property are as follows:
18053 shop and half house $1200
1806 pt. house and 2 shops 1400
1807 pt. house and 2 shops $1200 !
house lot So. field 150 1350 f
“Brick H”
1808 House and Shop 1500
New Brick House, unfinished 1000 2500
1809 House & Shop 2600
1810 House & Shop 2600
The house in question, on the lot in the South Fields, was thus built in 180%—1809. r
Enoch Dow died June 12, 1813. His inventory of July 29 (Probate Records 385:62)
lists the property as “a brick house and outbuildings, together with the land” at $5,000. All )
{ his real estate was sold by order of the court, June 20, 1814 (386:264). The house was later
occupied by the families of Osgood and Williams, and by Mayor Hurley. It was demolished
shortly before the Salem fire of 1914, which swept this area.
I Most of its interior trim was then preserved, and much still survives. Some details belong
to the Essex Institute. One mantel was placed by the late Henry Morrill Batchelder in his
house nearby and destroyed in the fire. The remaining woodwork was later installed by ‘
Philip Horton Smith in his town house on Federal Street, Salem, and in his country house in
y —7  Wenham. It is here illustrated by his kind permission. |
et

Gideon Tucker House

.129 Essex Street
Built 1808-1809
Principal owners: Tucker, Rice
(Figures 292—294,)

Bentley wrote September 24, 1803 (111, 47): “This day the family house of Grafton, !
Essex Street just above Elm Street, was sold for 5000 dollars at Public Vendue.” This was
then an old house, which Colonel Benjamin Pickman had described in 1793 as “owned and
occupied by three old maids, the Grafton’s.” Gideon Tucker, who bought it, contented him-
self at first with a new fence, as we see by the following bill:

[ 122 ] i-
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Salem Gozette,

FRIDAY, JANUARY 31, 1890.

AL IO AL S

store, and the eastern corner by ap
j(,burchll! who opened a general commissk(n
vstore.  After him Besjumin Blaochard topkf
41' for dry goods. Tue story ls told thaz,}
xlxdy one dsy looking at some dress goods audl

2erine the price, sald ‘¢ Isn’t that ruther
fgb?” He threw the goods to the .upper
'snelt and answered, ¢ They are higher nows;
jma’am.” The'centre store was not pepular;
5&5 the windows wers very parrow, and It was
otteu vscant. Ia the rear of this was tbe
vestry, fo which were stored the anclent
furpiture, hour-glass, ete., of the pulplt.f
Later, this store, having been enlarged by .
taklng in the vestry, was taken by Mcses
| ¥Goldthwait, and then E.R. Ide.

Higgloson equare was Iald eut and named
after this bullding was built. On the corper; *
next the church stood a three-story woodeuf

S A AL A D e R R B TR ,}:‘H]
1}

T

b ESSEX STREET — 1820.

| 4THE CITY'S MAIN STREET FROM WASH-
: INGTUXN TO UNION.

. [Wrmen for the Salem Guzette.]

o
1 The ‘orizlnal Weaskington street com-

‘+wenced at the Rust boliding on the western!
i
|

‘joorper of Essex street,scd on the eastern;
jcorner was the bat store of Caleb Wehster,—
i & low, three-elory brick bulldieg having a
i haogleg sign with 3 palntiog of a beaver
“{ bullding a dam upon 1t. East of thle was s
"‘{lane leading southerly, on which was the hat! -
. ‘mnk!uz establisbment of Samuel Manefield,|’

3
+4

W and below, the farge three story wooden
,‘ buildlog oslled the Marston bulldlog, in;
7| @hlch wwas the cfice and freight depot of'
7: David Merritt & A<bby, who ran wagons/
“1wver the lurnplke to Boston uutll the n\llroad'
*ras bullt., "

i At the corver cf the First cburch stood the

'old pomp, Immortsiiz=d by Wathenlel Haw-
+thorpe In bis * Riils trom the Town Pump. ”I
1The church bullt In 1718 was a three story!.
»labructure, haviog s tower and steeple w!tbx

. 8 bell ou the western end, and a front door
',jon Essex street, wlth two gallerfes; one
E above the other. The upper was seldnm‘ )
i used, and tbe last time was when Ed-
‘i ward Everett preached, shout the tlme he(
‘:left college, when toe church was filled to]°
1,:‘overﬁow|nz. Thz orly metbod of heatingl

was by stoves, barnlog wood, with long fun. 3 S
nels reschliog to the celling, It was custom-|
;ary in cold weather to carry foot stoves, even! R
.88 late as 1825. The cburch had one of the!
“searlfest organs In the conntry, which was lm-ll .
ported by E. H. Derby, E-q., and built byl
-+ Avery, London, {n 1200. Itwas consldered‘
2a fine lostrument 1o those days. Blind Dolll.!
ver was the organist for many years.

The pews weare square, and éach had a rail
Waroucd {t, supported by a small turned;
tandard. Seals were made to torm up at'

rayer tlme, and the boys used to en_]oyv.bo‘]
?’ clattering fusilade made when they were)
"whut dowao, a8 well as occasfonally twlsting!
he standards to make them squeak.

The pulpit ot the southern ride was -about
sreleht feet bigh' with s soum.ing board sus-
Jf :pended above {t: The venerable Dr. Prince

.i‘and joloed the firm of Punchard & Derby.;
Alonzo G. Corpellus was with them as _)our-
peyman cutter. The chbambers of Lbh
ballding were occupled by Benjamin Merrill B
and others, lawyers, and partly 83 a bonrdlnm
bouse, In 1328 it was removed to the rear,
tnd Berjamln Walker opened a restsursnt,
with llquors and lottery tlekets  in- it.’
;bricl; bullding, erected by John Derby, E-q.,h
-7 took 1ts place. In the first store was Georgelf
Torrey, who deslt fu dry goods. . Mr. Heory
Huale commenced his hardware buslness 1
~k_tbe second, and Johun Tuttle had the nextd
- with boots .and sboes. " George WheatlandJ"
~Eaq., took the chambers. e

Then cams the two brick bulldlngs on:
Dsrby square, first occupled by Benjsmin::
Pond {o 1820, and Thomas Downing. Mr.
Dowulog remalned uotl! 1843, when he re-
:"moved to bls new store opposite the Essex'
“House.

Capt. Joseph Cloutman occupled it as 3
'_ucrockery, glass and bardware store. Thep:
“.Thorndlke Deland & Gllibert Newhall, uuc-i
lon and commisslon busvluess, for a number!
f years. Oa the next corner was, Wm.j
Dean & Co., Joseph Adams, a hardwarel
jhtore, stlil contioued by their suceessore.[
Next, a dry goods store, by Eben Buneroft,
ad above Thomas Needhsam bad carpet and
uroltore rooms. Next thia was the ectste
t Dr. E. A. Holycke, sho. dled Mar. 31}
339, aged 100 years, 7 months; a small balld-¥
1oz on the estate was occupled by Cushlog &1}
AApDIeton beoks, ‘and the chambers by thel
1Saiem Gazette, Ferdlnand Andrews and G
;e aleb Foote, propr!etors.
£ On the desth of Dr, Holroke the dwelllng ;,
»3 was changed aud occupled largely by Klmhsllt,

&Ssrzem cabloet makers aod furniture es: 4
;tabllshment. Tbis firm bullt up a reputationiy

for superlor Workmapship z0d had many;
lcusmmers with Iarge orders from Boston.

On dissolving the busloess, Mr. Kimball re-
meVBd: to Boston, and, _has_dled within ut"

L) 1o 15

TN

v S

i
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ds fine sonorous volce, xnd when be came ont
with ** Rehoboam,” and such words, It was
very efficlent, rich snd musical. . i

The nresent edlfica was bullt o 1826, with
Iranite basement of ops story,In
_<te thres stores—the western coroeri?
occup!ed by Whlpp'e & Lawrence as 8 book!

T R T T A

3 Acupled by the
{.fthe eoruer of Es3exX strest

bullding, with the tallor shop of Jobn Derbv'f
.4 b, who soou after moved to South Andovent

" :broadciotbs snd dry goou‘e.
i":lster was then establlshed In Ita present gaar-
, ters,

.. 'effice apd tells me he waathe person who batle}

;+ithem In Boston and employed Jobn Chsm-

~.his cfiice was oa fire.

Lt Ly b L RO RRY SR N T EP P - A s - o
’nwzgk or twoln Phlludelpbl\\ at his son's (w{ih
oLIpplncou & Co.), at the advanced age of
,C*\pt. Samuel Tucker purchused the Gazzile
,bundlng. eplarged {t, msking two pors—
J M. Ives, llbrary and books, and Kimbsil &
Sou'hwnrd boots acd shoes. Mr. Kimball:
Asremmea the busloess to Boston, spd M
Soutbwnrd becsme a portralt pa!uter,w"h"‘,
,Joomq over the bank oo Central street. Ou'
‘\the third floor the Gazette office rema'rs
#2uutil ft removed to {ts present quarters ln
t‘Hsles bulldfeg. :
;-‘ The vext 13 the brick bullding bulit by-
‘Bepjamin H., Hathorne and Willlam Gmy,
extendlng\n'oc ntral street, nad there ce-
custom house uuotll 1819,
“when the U. 8. Custern Hsuse was bulit. On
Cushing & Apple-
; ton, succceded by James R. Buffum, z2s a,
baOa store, were Incated. Willlam Hatborz
\had the western one; be was an Imporier c“ ,
The Sulem Reg-’

. et s bt ‘
i

onght lnto Silem sz o prlza an Roglish ves-
tel bound to Quebec, bsviog on board sum-)
plles for the Britlsh guarriaon, sod amoug
*1bem were a number of these stoves, Thev 3
Were cast {ron plates put lo"elher as 3 ‘quaw,
4box, 18 Inches high, 2nd locg endugh to burn
2 Wood two feet In length (coal stoves were them
1unknowu) with a Iarge oven over it deslzned
zror bskiag., Next comes the entats [¥9 Bcr.:‘“
$jamia Pickman, E-q. (dled 1843); on it thet‘
vSsIem Bink (incorporated 1803, Joseph Paa- T
‘body president, John Mortarty cashler), it
.bulldieg, baviog sn oven space around n,
‘except on the side next the manslon bouse.'
{1L was of brick, two storles, and occupled lm
ftbe rear by the bank; s steune slab mvemen’u
‘from the stdewalk led up to it, some 30 teex.
from the street, and then a long eotry to lhe
bmklug rooms. The front room was ased?
B by the Marine Insorsnce Company, Jscob
. Ashton, president, Ineorporsted 1800. The
hall above was lessed by the E. . .\;[ar!nﬂ-
Soc!elv 23 8 museum for thelr colleclfons
hince the buolldlng was bullt, 1803; thﬂ-‘
oceupled It patil they erected thelr " ne—r.
bulldlog I 1824, Then the Sslem Atberzum’
and Essex Historlesl Soclety occupled lt
jolotly for a number of rears,
,_A.,_"‘—‘—--———-—v——-.

Warwick Palfrer, Jr., the sole ediwr,
On Ceantral street, Dink & Fenno had s 20,

‘offles for the xale of lottery tlckets and domz :
a ceneral brokerrze buslioers, baving a Boston, .

“cocnection. 1 H. Paysceo hid charge of lhhlv,

Lthe first coa! fire fo Sulem. Mr. Danebad »een& i

berlaln, msson, to et & grate {o bl cfiee;
Mr. Paytor brilt the fire, spd 2ays pevnie
nsed to come in by dozzps to gee It. Oge
'evenmg be went to hed leaving the blower

N ‘up, huvinz torgot to remove it 6! courss ‘{t

.became red tot, and 80 alarmed t.he pasters-
by that they ru=bed In hot h;s‘te to tell him
The fasurapce ¢feces
n-Xt edopted the grate, and {t apread rapidiy
foto generul uee. The first furpace In the’
clty was pui o by Mr. Chamberieln st his

" brotker’s, B. Porter Chamberslo, who owned.

~.ard ceeupled the old sssembly house on Fed~', )
zeral street. The chambers aod offices on
S Ceplral street were aceupled by the Sale ;
wb;w!m_zhx Bink, locorporated 181S; whep first L
Jorgsuized, Willaed Peele was pi‘esidenl, andi -
;Danfel Brey treasurer. Capl. Peter Lsnder,.
‘mnd hls son, Peter Jr., bad a private ln-ur-*'
ancp cfiice for- underwriters. Henry Pi‘kers
11““' E.q. had a law cfice. The Salem Courler,’
| Obiarles Amburger Andrew, was started bere!
Sept. 7.1828: 3t was short Jived. In 1830 xbe,[
Faiem Light Xafantry bad two rooms In ‘Lhe:
geoond story for thelr armory. !:
“ On the next coruer stood a two stm)" :
(gable roofed house, owned by George Dowe, .
i wwith & vhop on the corner occupled by Mra!
~M T, Ward and ‘Sally Shillaber; then T
}open epace, the garden of Benjumin Dodgeg
;}whose bouse was brlck, of three storles, end!
3to tbe street. Tha front room was mads lnlof

1 i
.g store and eccupted, 1 25, by Gen. Amvs
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Jbulldizg, bulit by an Engltsh architect, In the

{roofed house, occupled In 1520 by Jous

JCatot was soon after elected president and

lodisa, Eben Putnsm postmaster; aod In
lbe south#est cormer the. Merehants Ex--

siders acd cext that of Gllbert Chadwick
;iprovision desler;n three story house with a

,(.-.,\

Ealcm Ehazette,

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY T, 1590,

i ESSEX STREET—NO., .

BUILDINGS ON THE LOWEK “FORTION® OF
THE BUSINESS PORTION OF THE CITY'S
MATN STREET AT ABOUT, 1820.

{Wrltten for the Silem Gazotte.]

‘The Plekmin mansion iwas an  elegant

rtyle of about 1730. Thero is but one other
Hke Iz in Ssiem and. that 1s the Cabot house,
now accupled by our Iste secretary of war !
Hou. Wm. C. Endicott. The Francla Pea-"‘
bsdy heuse In Dunvers, which was the head-""
quarters of Gen, Gage, In ‘thé Revolution, is
anotber, 23 was slso the famous Hancock
bouss next the State House o Boston.

Nexttoth!s was an old two story gable

Ward, barcess aod trunk maker. He moved.

R T T S R g The estate of Dr. B. L. Olivor s wnl on Gﬁ:
¥ 'corner of leerty streetand extended lhroutzhﬂ

{to Charter street, It was'a Iow old rsuhioned

,house. and bad s big knocker on the tront'

door. . The writer wheu B smsil oy was aent

for lbe doctor, and atter poundinz away a"
long time foally opened the door ard, passed;
throuzh the large pstlor, whlch was without;
a cnrpel. and bung round,. with (to him) fear.t
ful looklog portralt, to the kltchen fo the rear,
where he found tha Lwo ofd dlsters, both deat, ¥
aod gave hls message. The ‘doctor is remem. 2
bered =3 an old mau, given tosnuf taklng,;
and somethlog of a muslefan aud orgsnlat. ;
A store bad been added on frout on the cor- "
oer, and was ocedpled by Johu W. Archer, §

Henry Lambert as noy, for & book stors and i
biodery., Mr. Archer afterward bought part

{ot the brlck bulldlnz corner of E!m streeth
3| 00w occupled by Dr. Jae. Emmerton, sad re- %

walned there t111 1331, then weat to Illivels.
On the desth of Dr. Oliver, In 1834, the estate
came loto possession of Jobn Kio:man, who
built tbe Lyude block, and the dwelllng housem
oo Liberty street,

Oo the eastern corper of Liberty street fs .

to Si. Peter street when tbe bulldlog was
demollshed !n 1824, to make way for the
present Meseam bulidlog, which was bull
by the E. I. Marlve Soclety, baviog been
chsriered =3 the E. I 3. Hall Corporation
The soclety moved futo {ts spaclous ball, 50
by I50 feet, In 1825, the eame now befpg’™
tilled with curlosities from every quarter of
the globe, eantributed by members of the B
I. M. Soclety, the accumulations of almost a
centzry. They have niso an extenslve snd
verr compiate collection of spec!mens in
ever*r depariment of vatural bistory. K

. Tu= first 2yor was occupled by the Orlents
Inszranee Company, Incorporated In 1823
Natkan Ecdfcott, E.q., president, snd Na
than Pleree, secretary ; snd the Aslatic Bank
{ncarporated June 7, 1524, Henry Plckering,:
presidsnt, and Joseph 3. Cabot, cashler. Mr.7

'

Wm. H. Foster cashler. Tu thz room In the
rear of the [nsurance office was the pos

chazge and ‘Tews Room Naiban Pleree pro
prietor,
Next came the estate of Capt, Peter Lag

wlfger’s shop lu front, conducted by Mra.
Chs«w!ck. The sldewalk .and yard were
'pawnd wity common flag "stoves one to Iourk
feet In dismeter, of lrregulnr shape and ubout.
four lgches thick. Most of. the sldewalk ’
pavrzments of 1820 wers of lheee stones, often 7
thrawn ous of lave| by frost add exceedlogly
nuesmfortabls for pedestrisns, ospeclally ;
thaw Y zouty feet or corus, The barn on 13
thay,  #lck estate und also that of Pela

Lander were burned fo 1824,

1l tims occupled by Joslah Dow with dry gooda.

the brick buliding then oswned and occup!ed’
by Edward 8. Lang, spethecars. Next was
the estate of Nuthan Plerce; a mliliner's sbopf‘
o the front was vondukted by Mra. P!erce.‘*
mother of the late proprietor. Tha estate of

Willard Peele, Esq. came next and wes sue- *
ceeded by Capt. Jumes W. Chever. Next came:

the brick mansion of Dr. Gldeon Barstow,:
bu!lt by Dr. Liitle from Portsmouth. Oo bis,
death 1t was bought by Dr. Barstow. Wexc‘
was the brick dwelllng of Gldeon Tucker E.q.. .

bullt by himself. He twas the president of :

the Exchange Bank which wa3 !ncorporated,
fu 1823,
* Then came the dwelllsg of Danlel H. Mans-i

‘| field, s wooden house, end to the sireet, pext:
.|Ssml. W, Shepard. Dr. Geo. A. Perklns{

occupled the next. Mrs. James Kimball, -
widow of Jas, Klmball, once county commls.’
sloner, came next. QOn the ¢ormer of Kim'®
street was the house of Cupt. Thos, Wesl,,.
moved to the rear. .

The brick buildleg corner ot Elm =treet
was bulit by Benjamin West and Col. Archer.
Johuo Scoble, a crafty and crabbed Scotchman,’
bad the first store. He was an lmporter of ..
cloths aud dry goods. After hlm In 1824.
came Nathan Millet, tallor; fn the chamber-
Cuapt. Saml, Lambert taught navigation and °
b,ok-keeplng., Tho eastern store was at one.-

sud it was known as Dow’s long roows.i
Theén came Peter E. Webster and Tlmolhy g
Brooka, who did a largo bus'nees in grocerles
In 1825,
QOu the corner of Walout street was thed
Guardner estate. John Qsrdoer mnrrled<
Msry Peele, whose only daughter marrled:
Wm. Lemon, and hls dsughter murrfed W, "

LLﬂavltt. :\Irw. Gardner Hved to the advanced ‘f

njze of:98, and the widow Lea\m.!her ‘grobifs
duughter fanow _Iivlcg st the aame sge, 08
O tho eastern corner of Walnut strect ““[—'
Lho Tesldence of Rsbert Stone; -Esq.i bulit tnf¥en
1654. o moved to Chestuut street fln 1823, i
1t 1a still owned by ki3 helrs qnd way orlgln.
nl!y of two storlev. : )
‘The Unlon Billdiog, built by ¢ 'Uri!on‘v
Street Corporation, B:nj. Plckman; Presldent, 'f
1808, bad orlglpxly two storesu . fromtfi¥s
apd obe on Untor street. The Merchsnl’a %
Bavk, fncorporzied In 1811, dcctipled. the
western uut{l thelz removsl to (he Bowker
bulldiog.
Polltles ran very bligh aed bilterly ln 1810
and the voters, fzgeral rud democrat, werel
evenly divided, ¥ and 901, upon a poll of}

| | Crosvnloshleld weas prezident, John Saunder

the bouse o Court street. The two or threo|”
!bauks thea estebilshed were menaged by
| federal cfficers, acd the democrats thougbt'
i they were not faltly accommodsted, asd ¢o
established the Merchants’ Bank, B W

{eashler a. d John Whne Tresdwell pllncipa _
_clerk. -
{ The store on tha corner was In 1820 ocen

pled by W, Stearns sa A grocery, It ha
been enlzrged by the edditlon of the store 6
Uolon .street. There are four dwellluvi,
nouses In the bleek. ~Oue was - taken by|
Capf. Samuel Lz Psge, and snotber by
*Ca\pt. Jos. Cleuimip; othere unknown.

_On the other carmer statds tbe bouse Boilt!
by Master Watlson, 1o 1820 owned by Wm.
. Parker and cceupled by, Nehemlsb Adsms.‘
'falber of Rev. N:iemiah Adams of Bosten.
+He wwas a cadlnst maker avd bad a three story:
shop on the esrrer ¢f Brown’ and Willlsms
ntreet- ;
i Oun Eseex strest, opposlte Unlon stands the.
;Crowclusble.d bense where Dr. Bentley ilved
“and dled. The western halt was occupled by' .
”Cam Sumuel Lambert. Next thls was thej;
" gmall bullding where ibe Salem Reglster wab
-prlnled ard then csme tbe touse of Gen.
iAmos Hovey, =od be bad to 1520 the stere in
1

1
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T 3

1oy Wwesdosd

ANNIAd AMietnads agnnaan SermmiTatd 1nn ta ey T cnasT IETESILT]

IM

spvoad w4 ], ()8 JUBUBRIS-AJjuosald oyl o71[e1]AL ||

T UL

hl
»

auU1 3a pDINOD UOuN



EbSElL STREET—-—III'
3 Sarlety
FROM 'IHF FR \NKLIN BUILD;I?

The Fraoklin bu!ldlng was* b ll K
1t 13 123 feet on’ Newbury streer,‘hud b6 ax
‘Bsgex. Store Nol1 was occupi@d n 182.. by}
‘Er! Poor, dry goods ‘and 'fn* 1825"by B.oben !
Gogsw 'It; No. 2 by Ssmuel R. "(,nrwen dry
goods; Nns. $'and 4 by Alexander Hammob, :
83 an extenslve dry goods estab\!sﬁment,h:;
1824 by Blanchard & Wal]ls, and 1n.1825. by f:
‘Epbralm Felt, dry goods;!No.™s ohnd
1Tull!e, boots and shoes No. 6 by’ Henrv :
{"Whipple, book ‘store; No 7'by 'Thorpdtke |
‘Deland, auctioneer: In'the cﬁamben, 8. B.
Ives fo April, 1822.sdvert|sed book blnu-
er) over S.R. Curwen’, In thefall;ibe Ob
‘werver was started by the firm’ of W. &5. B‘
Ives fa *“Court street next o~ Mlcbsel
Webb’s.” Mr. John Clark, aftarward agesit
‘of the Mérrimac mills,: anel! had s flofirish-
lcv school for boss ta the nortberu ‘end, and
later Msster Gerrish. from oue ot the publlc
schools, apened s vr[vate scuool wbich ms
very successful * The® bahs ‘and chamhers
were leaged trans{ently ag called for, 741 ; 2
* Thomas Needhsm 'fn 1825. ‘gdvertised 3u]
ex!enﬂlve Turniture eslabllahment, ‘with' (rtr-“
‘pefs, vear the Frankiin’ bulldlng. Thortdike}:
Deland lived fo the three story’ Whité "honsell
an the western' correr of Essex alreet..'u:d7
about 1820 Dr." OlIver Hubtard had an cﬁce1
o {t. The Srick bulldlog next west was tHe}
reeldence of Capt. Joeeph Wblte whose tn,, 9
feal death fu Aprll, 1830, s well Known. ;=%

be ‘Gerdner _estate, next was the resl-

‘deoce of Wm. F.:Gardner; +On the site now
stands the " Esaml I‘usutute -(bullding.
.mam(on was'’a whl‘.e Lhre‘e ﬁtd‘r 6
bavlnv In the fronf & Iofv.v mulberry tree, and |
when the frult.Cwas.ripe those boys who
iwere early risers.found a Jusclous banquet on
itbe sldewulk, and were: oftenx lempteé 10
‘bring down more by the atd of stones. avhléH
aometimes “hit back.”: Par atwog 3ion | 07

In tbe early summer mornings’ for several
Jyears Jethro-Parsons, with hls gaung; was em-
iployed to-sweep.that part of.. Essex ‘street
{from Ceutrsl to Newbury street. -The ﬁrst
spriokliog machine was- 1ntroduced by Peter
Edgerly in 1831, .. ., ~ B

The bandroms three, atory wh!te hou
Jowph Peabody, E-q., with spaclous gronndr
and out bulldingq. stood ‘next.” > It ‘had been
tbe residence ot Wlillam L’res\,ott, E.q i
father - *Viiilam 'B. Prescott, the blslorlan,
who to fo thia house. Plummer haﬂ,
o whitu-s the Athenmum, vow gccuples thls
sites: T o i el H

'I‘be

2The elegant brick .building, with- statuary SJEFR{iImbers over forty yours: 1 He'wiis ABE treag-
on Lhe grounds in front, was bullt, by: Capt.m 3 g;ﬂ' of the FNBCQD“‘ Iron M ln{nk'ddmvlﬂ!n
Pesbody for bls sonm, Joseph--Augustus, on JSfmon reslded: In"tho. house.s. : A susi | buairg
his marrlsge with Loulsa, dsughter of Judee S g, ten or iwelve feotawide,’ ‘oceupled LEe:
Sumuel Putnsm. - After-his aeath It wag'oc- 4 siade betweeil this and’ ,$88:méxt’ hoaae. * It}
cupled -by- his brother,: Col.- Fxnncls Pea 81tisd brick ¢nds and W“ tmpioved by Caleb,
body. | R cme g Jiag Warner, joweler, . It 1s: nowa:part of Ii P,

UNext came a three-story wooden: buﬂd!n Harrly’ establishment. D""MW thres story
ccapted by-Mrs, Goodhue  mother of John ;| Botise on the corver of € Phtora birest ias
Eoodhae. 88 a dwelllog ‘apd ‘shop,: then ot ‘thacy, 3‘7““ occupled. BYH‘““‘ P./Pute

mall ted fdot buudlng faur doars east’ ot “th nam, whoss ‘millinery establfebment was' fa-
stn'tavern, whers her son. John had 8 jéwo] M mous:: The next esst:in::1828 was tha dry
er’s basiness. - -This was aocompletelv burted ; goods rtore’o! Abbott & Trumbail. In 11625
1n 'a Violent saow sform stiout 1826, that 1t had Wiy Issac Newhall had 1t or dry goodell ‘Solémon
to be dug out, Next wad'a wooden. dwelnnz 4S. Whiople, E.q., (died11842) ‘occapled the

house occupted by James N. Archer, b [Fooms sbove g a dwelling house.: ...l }
eer 1i:° Derby | squure.‘ ;] Essex place, as it was called, contalning the:
two briek batldlogs each side of the Esisx’

wooden bulldia2, wheré
= Coffee house, was bum. by the Essex’ Flrs and!
rioe Ic ¥po 03 ’
tie Tasursoce office, lneorporated 1804, M Marine Insurance Compsny about 1815 They

es Tasnsend president; Willlam -Sige secreo
. 1
tary; dlzsolved ln 1842.* Then - came adother’ ceupled the X Yo Tpor (.ou orposite’ Central
slmllsrbulldin becupled by Epliraim’ Felt," i 8treet. The front wall of this cfflce stood
& i 3 : i{back from the street ten or tweive feet. The

dry. 0
wooiegx?:d:util:”se:: vae?;ud' ;vu:llors “d Araof projected and was supported on the front
s Ine by four lofty columns, forming a fine
:*Then th t by Jose b )
came the Sug Tavero, kept by Josep promenade beneath the root, which was paved

S. Lesavitt; 1822, 'the startlng point for the =i
Salem and Bu-t,on ‘hourly, coaches, ¥iz., 7, 8.5 ;ﬁiﬁ:ﬁh‘é:’?ﬂn 52;‘;&’0‘; xgg;‘f‘:n é"‘;’:)%l:;
9 and 10 &: M., and 180 - and 3 P. M., wit men &f lelsure, who often met thelr young.

2xtr;s ag :r:nu;d _They esrried bﬁﬂan?e:vﬂ“t’ lsdy scqaaintances here, 3nd joined them for a..
umber.of Lwelve passengers esc stroll on Bssex slreet, The: Insarance ofitcs

mnr borses Were two hours and more on'th was focor

! porated {n 1803 and the company
irosd, returniog from Boston at 11 A. M., axd [ iqicc PPN T distiugulshed mathe-.
1,5.6, Tand 8 P. M It was s, familtar. slghh imallche, Nithanlel Bowdlteh, ‘wus presi-
to sce one ot the proprlﬂtora rac:ug, fn.; a g!z 31

: dent; and Benjsmie Pltman secretary,
whh s belated passenger,. 10~ overtake: th No. 2 Essex place was océupled by Frave'a
atsge at the toll' hotise on' thie turnplke

*

;louiertul contrast,.fo ths ffavel now “ ) h?a;erdcgfgoc}:s?:aa?{;gcsex,e air; a:;ft:ry-
AL L wnta rward by Asa Wiggin, tallérs The opposlie-
;v:h:utlﬂl:9;;Wszsu:’::"g:?:’:‘:::ymfs:"4 I ‘coruer #as (sken by the Salem Commerelal
i osurasc? office, Georye Uleve!and president
“and Wilsm 8. Cleveland secretary; the com-
pany wes licorporated In 1818 (Bevjsmin G.
“'Ropessecretary,) and dissolved In 1542, Next
35 tbe Exchenee Bunk, Incorporated tuv 1823,
:Gldeon Tucker pres!deut and J'ohu Chadwlck

caehier. “¢ ¢ . S
- Over tbe 'Excbange Bank eres Frothlng-
.ham, 1 young man from Cbnrlenowo.hsd
’roomz rqi- portruft paloting. He palsted nu-
merout portralts which: were - excellent In
colorleg. He had few equalalu hia- art..
\He left Sslem {o- 1825 snd painted tn Boston.
'sud New York, where he attalned zreat cele-

ed sldes: piastered “ruﬂ” ‘with': mortar
gravel, mixed with g!sas._ A portion of thi
pl;ler, ornamented s Row' In tbe Esséx In.
stfinte.: It was used as a dwelnng hoirs
uatil 18C0.! Willlam- Gray then moved from ¥
v 2o bis new brick mansion, uow the- Baséx’
hoase. .Thls was bulit by him upon the sfte -

.0 the original Sun Tayern; which was kep
by Jonathan Webb‘ who moved fnto thé house |
left by Mr.  Gray, and look bis ifgn wlth bim
)Ir. Wilifam Mannlng undertook to boild the' 1
present brick bullding, and ‘after much de!ay
1% was- flofsbied- 10518812 ' 1h 1842 Mr.) Joel?
Bowker bought it, improved it, aud lt. 13 007
ma property of‘highelrsl *~ L-isons bes
*-"T'be old house hext the Mauﬂou houss wa
atsp part of ‘Samuel “Brown's’ en:ate, but lu'
1320 it wriis owred by Ju&ze 'Pulusm. 316 wa
ocvcunfed by John §lmen. s’ E‘reuchman. who k
t\sr many years kep: the priuc!pa!, 1. noc the:
only can!eouonary shop {d town..c Over blm
. Aahtou, x barber. , He, was

brlt]. s d
LTL& eoruer-of St. Peter street was ocen-
“ fed 57 an losurance gtfce, sud the portion
frontinz. on St Peter, JStreat, was, the post-
fHee, Jos, B." Sp aqug postmaster, who kept,
1t tor eleht. yesr IL was but; fifteen. feet.
front and sbout tweuty-elght Test dpep. NMr.
Sprezue was removed-on the xdvent or Gen--
‘eral Jackson as presldenc In- 1824,

‘he. EaseX hotise w\s' bullt’ by W!mam
T for his privats Tsaslon, Tty was a Iarge
gitate; extebding on  Essex strect- from ‘the !

sl,reet. fDen. I’uncbard occup!ed ona’ of th

lcorneroz 81, Paer strest 10 ths & estatoof N.
[West, Bog, 2y about half that length on St.
!Petel' sireel.’ The out bulldlngn were apa=
fz}o‘ns sod oroamental, and the'; Rrounds bighbly
u'llvaw Mr. Gray, as 13 well-knowp, left

€@ for political ressons Iu 1808, He ‘sold
[th8 estate 1o the Esiex Fire: abd Marfoe Ia<
;Sl?rancc Company In 1814. ‘The same year
92 house was taken by Prince ‘Stetson and
Odeued to the publle asthe - Eeex Coflee
hoase. Ithads large signya pletare of the
bulldiog, snspended from a talf magt, standing
ou the edz2 of the sldewalk, and which re-
malned ‘uatll’ decay c)mpefled itx removal
(what beczme of the slgn?) 1o’ 1892 1t was
kept by Joseph -8; Leavlte, also of the_ San!
Tsveru. 2nd aftér 1he vlsn of Lsfayette Ia ]824-
veas calléa the Larsye!ta Cofles house.~ In 1825’
¥illlam Maoning advertiseq the removal or
the Stage Company’s books and startipg’
polat from the Sun Tavern to the Lafnyette

Ceffes house lt ls now cal'ed lhe Euex
bcuse. -

ES SEX EQUSE,
SALEI‘!I, BIASS.
W. L. PALMER & CO., PROPRIE TORS,

W. L. PALMER. T. H. FARNSWORTH.
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ESSEX STREET1V,

ESSEX HOUSE TO'Co!

The estate nezt to lelmm ray’p was that
of Nethaniel West, Esq.: It. Wu also large,
éxtending from Gray’s to Jacob ‘Ashton's ‘es-
tate, and through to Church street in the
rear. -
The mansion house was" anothe hands«.me

biilding, similar "to that of . Col chkman’s
and was buxll: in 1748 by John' Turner, E=q.,

who sold it-to- Andrew--Oliver, .and Cspt.
West bought it of him. - Its interior ywas ar-
tistically ﬁmshed having- e]egant carvings
over the deors, windows and staircases, with
orhizmental fireplaces. The: grounds around
1t Svere highly cultivated, havlng g delightful
garden in the rear contsining an English wal-
‘nut tree, ararity in this country anda greatde-
hght to the children. . L

. Capt. West is remembered as a remarxxblv
ﬁne-lookmg old gentleman, tall and erect,
Jvearing s suit of continentsl style, broad,
‘skirt coat and small - elothes, high-topped
boots with tassels, ruffled shirt bosom, a cue!
and broad bmn hat. . He carried a gold- head-a
‘ed cane-and was 4’ distinguished figure -on the'
‘street When taking his daily promenade. He 5
res1ded occaslonally upon his farm in Dan-|
vers and then in :his’ Barton Square house.
His son, Nath'l, Jr.;vas the Jast oceupant ozi
the mansion. He removed later to Indians]
olis. When Capt. Test built his Summe"‘
streeb block in 1833, he removed into the
southern end and resided there until lu:
death, in 1851,  at the great age ct Da yearsl
and 10 months, - - ’

:"Next the Mansion House were two swe]l
tront two-stery- buildings, one oceapled BF
(Theodore Morgan & Som, jesvellers and Watch-!
‘makers, afterward by Stevens & Lakeman in’
‘the same business, They dlssolved in 1830
‘and Eben K. La.keman took a store in Holyoks
‘Place opposite. Next to him, I think, was
,Caleb Warner, jeweller, and next to him
Wm. R. Horton, apothecary, who soon after
;went to Boston. The other swell front store
w&s occupied bv John Derby & Son, (T Pok
nam Derby) tailors. -

*In1833 Wm. Manning lessed the Mansxon
House, and it was opened to the public abont
Jthe time of Gen. Jacksow’s Visit to Salex in
‘that year, who made it his  headquarters dur
Ing his briet stay.- Mr.- Mnnmng goon caw-'
ared the land in thé' rear with ‘meéchanics’
yhops.. T~ \Iu.nsmn House Wwas destroyed
by fire it Lol

: Next wasthe estate ot Jacob Ashton, esq.,

+fine three-story white ;House “which hs To- 3
gented from hisg father-in-!aw. Mr. A_shtont
féd in 1839, and the estats “was then'sold to
H’annah Batchelder, Whe altered it, mik-
ng two stores, one of, which. she: oceupie
mth her daughters and contifmed l\er dry’
00ds business, The -other was taken by, B
iEL Ives and Frank Putnam for the book bus
-Dess. Mrs., Batchelder - ‘occupied chambers
:above as a dwellmg house. ol
" Next came the handsome residence. ’o Hon.‘

+4814 to 1818 and fuember  of congress 1823 to,
+1831. He removed to Boston 1832, Then
;Rxchard S. Rogers,; esq. ‘occupled‘it. It waa !
ally sold and became the foundatxon:{o
aynes Block,

o}l Next to this ia the brick bmldmg built ‘b
3 'rder of the *elder" Timo: Pickering for his
jon Gardner,” in 1772, In- 1820 it was used
1for business purposes. One store Tas oécupie
q Abner and Henry Chase for 2 shoe store
was afterwards, 1830, occupied by Jos.:
s rotmn"hnm for dry goods. . The other store

sAmasa Wilder had it at one tune for dry-
tleoods. This estate has been owned byth

¥ .'mi Smith & Manning., The wooden dwell
Ing on the western side of this yard ‘wa
Zonee a sugar house owned by Benj. Pickman
ﬁ?sq. {the elder) and sold by him to Capt. Ab
“lah Estes. Hesold to him also the howse in*
% ni, which used to prjoect over-the side
Tivalk, and his daughters occupied it. - This’
} ouise in 1820 was the property of Mrs. Gran
%who earried on a shop in the front room.” In

592 the shop was occupied by a tall mulat
rher, Joseph B. Minah. Mrs. Grant oceu:
z 'ed chambers, " The building” was remove
ack in 1824 and firat taken by Samuel Co
1235 a crockery and -hardware store, “sign
i the looking glass”.” He sold out to Ed :
s2d B. Colman and Daniel H. Johnson,—~Col
M50 & Johnson. They dissolved the firm in’
Q’S"b and- Daniel H. Johnson continued the;

usiness. Fzekiel Goss had the chambers a
{mmm:e store. Mmsh removed - to Court;

NrY

&

Mtreet. -+ 11: oo

ke

% Xext is the bnck building bullt about 1&)0.
v V Henry Rust:’ In 1819 the eastern store
{aa oceupled by J. D. Chandler; drugs, med
‘t.m,s and groceries; he removed to the corner.
fit Rssex and Hamilton streets the same Fear.”
33 Ann M. Rust, in the western store, ea
§ e on a first” clasg’ dry’ ?"oods and mxllmery,
n‘tu“e, advertlsing “ cameFs hair shawls, silks
}:‘-’mes,&c” In 1826 the firm of Babbidge
%us‘t was formed, and continued. the 'sam
usiness.. Théy dealt largely In Mosco
wlg, wwhich were handsome, warm and du
amc and were very popular; even now occaa
fonﬂly one may be seen on our streets.
it The tv.o-story d“ elhng housebackot th

e mrrT Ty

« 'W. Crowninshield, jgecretary of the DAY 4

“{Frothingham for dry goods.

_.‘a;' ust building twas rormer!yaahop infront,

"ikept by Arrs. Brown, English goods”, Iz
xemoved tom.xke Wa) for the brick bufld-

The brick build!ug next was buﬂb by El:-f

J haletKimbnll and Isase Newhball in 1810, up--
0 the site of the mansion bou*e of the for--
" her owners, the J effreys, which was removed

© Bridge: strect. The eastern store in the
W block was occupied by Eliphalet Kim-
‘1all, afterward Kimball & Cogswell, then
orrey & Thornton, then Geo. Torrey alone,
irenous to 1820, when: Joel Bowker, Jr.
»pened a dry goods store in it.

The western store was accupied by Isaac
%ewhzl] then Dnvxd Putnam fordry goodx.,

*“he dwelling house shavs was firs pied;
by Mr. hxmball and then )Irs. . Felt Eept”_a
boanhng-house there. : B o

- The Stearns buxldmv comes next. It wag

bmlt in 1792 by Benj. Pickman, Dr. Stearns
and Jonathdn aido. - _)omtlv Pickman
owned one-lmlf and Stearns and Waldo the
other.” The Iand was _bought of Ruth Jef-
frey for £780, about $3600. The duilding has
a substantial brick wall div iding the Essex
street part from. thut on.Court street. It is
sald that when' finished the Court strect end

Cwas mmulned more valunble and posses-:

sion was decided by fot. The choice fellto
Pickman, and that part of the building which

¢ontains the TWashington Hall is still the’
preperty of his heirs.. .
- The northern store ou Court street was oc-:
cupied by Michael Webb “nh “wines, bran-

dy, gia, cheege, S &e.: He was also agent for§
the safe of Joaf sug'\r, made.up in pyramid !

;fbrm. from 'the sugar house on Ash street. .

Dr. Stearis oecupied the - front ol Essex
street, moving his -business from the corner:
of Beckford and Essex street in Oct. 1792. It_
was subsequently made into two stores and
his sen, J. Brackett Stearns, took the corner,
No. 1, for the apothecarv business. In 1830™
it was oocupxed for i short time by lelnm
Balch dry, goods "The eastein str;re, No. 3.
\was mupied by J. Harri$ Jewett, a remark-;
ably fine barltoue singer, Hf' afterw'lrd:
Went to Boston aud rormed eopartnership .-
wnh Elipbalet Kiinball, (Kimball & Jewett)
Wholesale dry goods. - Dr. Peabody, father of iy
Eliska-P. I’enbod), the | distinguished writer -
and teacher of . the Lxudergarun system of
educstion, hind an. oflicé over Jewett’s store.
A fter Mr. Jewett, Joseph Frothingham oc-7,
cupied the store, and after him Isage H.™
The cntmnce’
to the chambers and’ vriuting-ofiice of Wm. &
Tyes, on . the thud ﬂoor, wa3 between thcf’
ptor*a Nos. 1'and 8..0n the second floory}
Lawyer John Wulsh hadione office and Rufug::
‘Chozte the othcr. Thc firm of W. & S. B
[Lires was Iormed und sdvemsefl Nov. 1, 1822
» Court street, noxt to Michael Webb's.”
s Observer: Wios firstissued Jan. 6, 1898,
'he Htv vemle) Sept. 27, 1523, listed

g v

/‘

tWo yemﬂ‘} g Gt 4

ab,, Washinaton Hall was
ﬂrﬁt used Ioradim\er given by thes sympa-'
thxzers m “tiie” French revolutlou, This was
before, tha. mews of:the beleading of Lounis

the’l'eth ?nd ot _;he enormlties immediatel.'

".Capt. Benj, Ropés Kept. an eating-ouse in;
the basement on the corner.’ It-was ].uvely
patfanizéd by tha‘ farmers who' brouoht theu'

loads of wood and found their market ot
Court.street:» The.street Wwas lined on both
sides with -their.leams, drawn.by oxen and
Ioddemdlgx{ thev street, especially, if -good
slerghm
véfntex' i 11798 says, “ In the middle of
Court: ‘street betweéen Milliken’s shop (now
N9rthey’) :md St,earns "& Wildg's. brick store,
“niY. day, a ‘watch’ ho with s

d odén soIdxer, carved .by Lem-
nion BeadIe on ‘the top. " On the soldxer was,
t,he mscnptxon In gold letters ‘Anna. Revum,
1711
e Opposxte MT. Derby’s honae (now Brook-
ouse) stood, in (the centre of. t.he street an
1d Wooden <choolheuse which wds ‘formerly
thé Court house dnd where the witches were
tned.” 7. u o
Correchons.—'l‘he tm.lors:ho;: ot Damel
Millett :v.nd Israel Ward, was in the same
house with Mrs. Goodhue, opposite Liberty
'street. Two or three stepi led up to each ot
theth. ;

’ The size o the po:t oﬁice, on St. Peter street,

\.

'wa: 1ox18, not ..8. Mr cpr:wue was P. .L
1814 fo 1829 § T j

1 The naie of B’trberA.hton ivas Frank B e
not i R

khn Goodhue,. not Wamer, occupxed the
b;;ck store; now part of I. P. Harris & Co's. !

{'sMr. James Kimball had a chair manufactory *

lnthe Union bmldmg. The Adams Club was

¢ ocabed there. -. -} v

Bem H H‘utheme, ot Wm., had the store
{n Central buxldmg. W tvas located in old

; p'u ed street, (caUed old pavud street a; it
; Was the first paved in Salem, 1773.)

M!‘- J‘ohn . Archer, bookseller, Iett Calem

for mmoxs in 1838 not"n. R
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00,000. The lighting plant of
ric Illuminating and Power com-
ong Island City and many other
equal importance were carried
m. Within the past six months
lded to his regular business an
wral Dbranch and has associated
H. P. Graves, a very clever and
omising young architect. Mr.
also maintains an office at 29
5 New York.

Charles E. Symonds.

nior member of the common

JOHN H. BICKFORD.

n 1897, Charles Ii. Symonds of
has resided in Salem, with slight
rons in early life, since his birth,
1819. He left the high school
‘teen years of age to engage in
shoe manufacturing, continuing
ne for over twenty years, and
ring the probate office as clerk.
1 councilman fror “ard 4 in
+as chosen

Ave vears’ service to accent the

taxes. In 1865 he resigned to become
treasurer and manager of the Salem Sav-
ings bank, holding this position until his
resignation fifteen years later. Since that
time he has been engaged in caring for
his own property interests. DBesides the
two terms in the council already noted, he
was a member of that body in 1892 and
1896. He has also been a school com-
mitteeman and a member of the board of
overseers of the poor. He is thought to
be the eldest of a numerous family of that
name in Salem and can trace direct con-
nection with Samuel Symonds of Ipswich,
who was at one time acting govemor of

CHARLES E. SYMONDS.

Massachusetts.  Mr. Symonds was bomn
in the family mansion at the head of Buf-
fum street, close by the Pickering school,
and has resided in the house on the cor-
ner of North and Dearborn streets for the
past forty years.

PO U —

F. B. Broadhead & Son.

Among the many large insurance firms
in the city of Salem, none have better
advantaces for writine insurance nolicies

SALEM 1626-1897 Ls

F. W. BROADHEAD.

head, who is now conducting busi-
ness under the firm name of F. B.
Broadhead & Son, has the distinc-
tion of being the youngest man in
his line in this section, but his lack
of years does not imply any cor-
responding want in the thoroughness
of his commercial training or ability.
The foundation of this enterprise
was laid ten years ago by the late
Trederick B. Broadhead and io
1893 hisson, Fred W., was admitted —,
to the firm, assuming full control 1
upon the death of the senior mem- §
ber, Nov. 1, 1896. Through this X
office, several of the greatest insur- ¥
ance companics in the world are )
represented, and risks to any
amount canbe written. Mr. Broad-
head has the agency for the Union
Mutual Life Iusurance company of
Maine, incorporated in 1848, which
has the reputation of being one of
the most reliable and conservative
concerns of this character in the <
world. In the fire line, risks are <

} weteberon

in 1851; Hamburg-Bremen, of Han
burg, Germany, incorporated in 1834
Manhattan, of New York, incorporate
in 1869 ; Thuringa, of Germany, incorp
rated 1n 1853 ; Standish Life and Acc
dent Co. of Detroit, incorporated !
1874 ; and United States, of New Yor
incorporated in 1824. Mr. Broadhea
also devotes some attention to real esta
matters. His office is most convenient
located on Essex street, near Washingtc
street, and there is every facility for tt
transaction of a large amount of the be
class of business. He has proven hin
self amply able to sustain the high rep:
tation which became associated with tl
business in its earlier days, even increa
ing the same as its scope becomes el
larged.

John B. Harding.

Few men are better known in Sale
than the subject of this sketch, John ]
Harding, the veteran horse-shoer.
will be a surprise to many of Mr. Har

placed in the following well-known 3

and powerful companies: Acoricul-=
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