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The first record of this property appears in the Essex Registry of Deeds on March 3, 1836 

when Richard Hill (cooper) purchased a private way laid out from Derby St. to Essex St. from 

Peirce L. Wiggin (mason), Ebenzer Slocum (mason), Nathaniel Rideout (housewright), Benjamin 

B. Sanborn, and William Hill (housewright), all of Salem.1 The property in question was originally 

8 Bentley St., not 14 Bentley St.: the house number changed in the late 1880s due to new home 

constructions. The original structure may have been built by one or more of the men who sold 

the property to Hill, at least half of whom were Hill’s neighbors and housewrights. The MACRIS 

reports for 10 Bentley and 12 Bentley (SAL.2609 & SAL.2607), for instance, suggest that Rideout 

and Sanborn’s neighboring lands were purchased in 1834, with houses likely erected by 1837 

and 1840, respectively. The 1874 Salem atlas shows several of the aforenamed persons or their 

heirs still occupying properties on Bentley–Mrs. P. L. Wiggins, heirs of N. Rideout, B. B. Sanborn, 

and Robert Hill (Richard’s son). 

The first owner of the property, Richard Hill, was born May 11, 1787 and lived until April 

15, 1863; he died from “disease of heart.” His parents were Robert and Sarah (aka Sally Collins). 

Richard had six siblings: Robert Hill, Sarah Collins Hill, Benjamin Dean Hill, Hannah Hill, James 

Collins Hill, and Alexander Allen Hill; and six children of his own: William, Ursula, Mehitable, 

Lydia, Catherine, and Robert. He ran a dry goods store called W. & R. Hill which was located on 

Essex St.2 

 
1 Southern Essex County Registry of Deeds, 285:258. 
2 Southern Essex County Registry of Deeds, 976:243. Death indexes and city directories for Salem, MA were also 
consulted for family information included here. See “Sources” below. 



The property remained in the Hill family for approximately four decades before being 

sold to David H. Kelley.3 David’s parents - Patrick Kelley and Mary Harding – were both Irish 

immigrants. David was one of nine children, though the two children born before him died in 

infancy.4 A Civil War veteran (he served a brief stint in 1861), later Salem directory records 

identify David’s occupations as “currier,” “stove operator,” “police,” and “butcher.”5 He died of 

stomach cancer in 1907, after which point his wife and sister-in-law, Mary Kelley and Annie 

Hennessey, respectively, continued to reside in the home. 

In 1915, the property was sold off as part of an estate sale to Polish-Russian immigrants, 

Frank Zebrowski and Annie Zebrowski (nee Wydra [meaning otter] or Widra; many family 

records and trees also refer to Annie as “Wanda”).6 It is at this point that the house history of 

the present structure should begin, for the property’s MACRIS report suggests this is when the 

present structure was actually built. Indeed, the footprint is strikingly different following the 

1911 atlas (see the 1906-1938 atlas in the “Sources” below). City directories indicate that, 

beginning in 1915, 14 Bentley served as a multi-family home with residents living at either 14 or 

14r Bentley. Frank was probably born Franciszek żebrowski - the name is from the Polish towns 

of Żebry in Podlaskie, which is near the border of Lithuania. Frank and Annie were married on 

April 24, 1910 when they were 23 and 18 years old, respectively.7 Their marriage record lists 

Frank as a “Helper-Restaurant” from Russia who was living in Boston; Annie was a “Mill 

 
3 Southern Essex Registry of Deeds, 976:243. 
4 See Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988 for “KELLEY” family. David’s records give conflicting 
information of his birth year—between 1843 and 1847.  
5 For Civil War service, see “Sources” below: Eleventh Census of the United States, 1890; Special Schedule, 
Surviving Soldiers, Sailors, and Marines, and Widows, etc. 
6 Southern Essex Registry of Deeds, 2313:339. 
7 See below, “Marriages Registered in the City of Salem for the Year Nineteen Hundred and ten,” p. 678. 



operative” living in Salem. They had at least one child - Stanislaw Zebrowski was born on August 

23, 1913. Ancestry.com records indicate three additional children - Helen B. (b. 27 Mar 1911), 

Eleanor C. (b. 16 Aug 1917), and Henry W. Nozko Wydra (b. 1920).8 Stanislaw’s birth registry 

lists Frank as a “morocco dresser.” Frank and Annie lived at 11 Bentley before purchasing 14 

Bentley in 1915. 

The 1917 Salem directory identifies Annie as a widow, so she and Frank only lived 

together at 14 Bentley for a couple of years, at most. It is unclear what happened to Frank. To 

save future researchers from stumbling onto a case of mistaken identity, the Frank Zebrowski 

from 14 Bentley St. is not the same Frank Zebrowski whose meat and provision market burned 

down in Springfield, MA in December 1917.9 In February 1918, Essex county records suggest 

that Annie Zebrowski had remarried as Annie Nozko to Anthony (also referred to as Antoni or 

Antony) Nozko, who had previously been listed as a boarder at 14 Bentley and a grocery clerk at 

121 Derby St.10 Annie and Anthony eventually sold the property in November 1922, after which 

point the house changed hands several times with numerous occupants over the next several 

decades.11 

Of the home’s consequent owners and residents, the Swiniuch family is of notable local 

repute. As detailed in In the Heart of Polish Salem (2009), Louis Swiniuch served as a city 

 
8 Henry died 13 Jan 2002; his obituary can be found here: 
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/hartfordcourant/obituary.aspx?n=henry-w-nozko-sr&pid=192022&fhid=4076. 
9 See “Suspicious Westfield Fire Does $3000 Damage,” Boston Globe, 17 Dec 1917, p. 7. The Springfield/Westfield 
Frank Zebrowski lived until 1971, https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/141820167/frank-zebrowski. 
10 See below for Antoni Nozko’s WWI draft registration card, as well as record of Annie Zebrowski/Nozko’s 
transactions as grantor in the Southern Essex Registry of Deeds. 
11 Southern Essex Registry of Deeds, 2533:414. 



councilor from 1955-1957 and 1962-1971.12 The authors suggest that Louis was a “Democrat 

with a strongly working-class orientation.” His son, Richard, also served the city council and 

articulated the family’s Democratic leaning as follows: 

They were for the working people and we were the working people. And there’s no  

question about it—the Republicans were the people that lived on Chestnut Street. They  

had piles and piles of money and could care less about us. They had cars—my  

grandmothers were walking home from the markets, supermarkets […] walking home in  

the snow and everything from the Pequot Mills, okay, you know? We had nothing, and  

they came in and believed in it, the people, you know. And they still do, and I still  

believe in it, although they drift off the golden path sometimes!13 

One of Richard’s first initiatives upon election to the city council was to turn a former firehouse 

site at the corner of Derby and Bentley into a small park dedicated to his father. Images of 

Swiniuch Park from the 1970s are included in the “Sources” below, available via the Nelson 

Dionne Salem History Collection and Salem State Archives. 

As researcher Debra Hilbert noted in the home’s MACRIS report, 14 Bentley is “typical of 

the multiple-family housing built in the Derby St. area after 1900. This flat-roofed structure is 

oriented south with a symmetrically arranged 6-bay façade. The detailing is simple and includes 

two bracketed door hoods on the front and recessed porches on spindle posts in the rear. Four 

bays in depth, the building has a very box-like appearance.” Architectural historian and current 

member of the Salem Historical Commission Vijay Joyce corroborated the home’s 

 
12 See Cathy Stanton and Jane Becker’s In the Heart of Polish Salem (2009), full-text available at 
https://www.nps.gov/sama/learn/historyculture/upload/sama-rpt-small.pdf. 
13 Quoted from In the Heart of Polish Salem, p. 154. 



characterization as a “Victorian Eclectic multi-family,” and also speculated that the previous 

structure was likely “Greek revival… or [possibly] very early gothic revival.” 

Like many coastal New England towns, Salem saw population growth at the turn of the 

century owing to the third wave of immigration (1880-1914) to the U.S. Salem’s population 

grew substantially during this span; from 27,653 in 1880 to 43,697 in 1910 according to Census 

records. The Derby St. area, in particular, saw a considerable influx of Poles and other 

nationalities. Indeed, the trends of population growth and increased development in the closing 

decades of the nineteenth century account for 8 Bentley becoming 14 Bentley, too; there were 

simply more houses on Bentley in 1900 than there were in 1880. The MACRIS report for this 

property suggests that in “satisfy[ing] the increased demand for housing, builders constructed 

multiple family dwellings, sometimes on the sites of older houses, other times in rear lots.” The 

case of 14 Bentley St. fits this narrative quite well, as the Zebrowskis - who were themselves 

Russian-Polish immigrants - replaced the former structure with multi-family housing 

immediately upon acquiring the property in 1915. It served as housing for many other Polish 

and Eastern European families for the rest of the twentieth century. 



Owner Years of 
Ownership 

Number 
of Years 

Purchase Price Document 
Referenced 

Notes 

Richard Hill 1836-1863 27 $227 (and a half) 285-258 Sold by Peirce L. Wiggin, Ebenezer 
[illegible], Nathaniel Rideout, 
Benjamin B. Sanborn, & William 
Hill 
Hill’s heirs remained at the 
property until 1877 sale to Kelley. 

David H. Kelley 1877-1907 30 $1,000 976-243 Sold to Kelley by Hill’s heirs. Kelley 
died in 1907. 

Frank & Annie Zebrowski 
Antoni Nozko 

1915-1922 7 $1300/$1400 2313-339 Frank died in 1917. The property 
also had boarders during this span, 
including Nozko, who immediately 
married Annie following Frank’s 
death, possibly in a “suspicious 
fire” in Westfield, MA. 

Gabriel & Stefania Luczko 1922-1924 2 For consideration paid 2533-414  
Julian & Leonora Obuchowski 1924-1950 26 For consideration paid 2605-313 The Obuchowskis lived at 10 

Bentley prior to purchasing 14 
Bentley. 

Alice Ostroski & Nellie Zujewski 1950-1955 5 $12,000 3744-331 Alice and Nellie had both lived at 
14 Bentley since the 1930s. 

Kathryn Swiniuch 1955-1972 17 For consideration paid 4189-263  
Philip F. Swiniuch & Louis A. 
Swiniuch Sr. 

1972-2016 44 Nominal consideration 5857-627  

Daniel J. Simonelli 
Jayme Kennerknecht 
Matthew & Tara Burke 
Marjorie Teele 
David Struble 
Laura Fabiano 

2017-2020+ 4  35411-541 
35955-150 
35993-540 
36113-041 
36144-195 
36096-285 

 

 



Residents Directory Year Directory Notes 
Note: The first entries here featuring Hill, Winn, and Kelley predate the present structure 
located at 14 Bentley. Also, the house on the land here was 8 Bentley until the late 1880s. 

Richard Hill 1837-1863 Cooper 

Robert Hill 1866-1872 W. & R. Hill (dry goods), 277 Essex 

Robert Hill 1874 W. & R. Hill (dry goods), 263 Essex 

Mehitable A Winn 1876 Widow 

No one was living at 8 Bentley in 1878 according to the directory for that year. 

David H Kelley 1881 Night police 

David H Kelley 1882-1883 Police officer 

David H Kelley 1884 Not listed 

David H Kelley 1886 Provision team 

Note: 1886 is the final year that 8 Bentley features with David H. Kelley living there. All 
subsequent directories consulted feature 14 Bentley, so the address switch on this property 

from 8 Bentley to 14 Bentley happened sometime between 1886 and 1889. This occurred 
because new houses were built on Bentley. 

David H. Kelley 1890-1896 Butcher 

D. H. Kelley 
Miss Annie F Hennessey 

1897-1898 Butcher 
Shoe stitcher 

D. H. Kelley 
Miss Annie Hennessey 

1899-1906 Butcher 
Stockfitter (boarder) 

Mrs. Mary Kelley 
Annie F Hennessey 

1910-1911 Wid. David H. 
Boarder 

Mrs. Mary Kelley 
Annie F Hennessey 

1911 Wid. David H. 
Boarder 

Annie F Hennessey 1914-1915 Not listed 
Annie F Hennessey 1915 Not listed 

Frank Zebrowski 
Annie Zebrowski 

1916 Morocco worker 
Not listed 

Annie Zebrowski 
John Wydroz 

Albert H Dolgoff 
Ida Dolgoff 

1917 Widow (Frank deceased) 
Shoe worker 

Pastor Cong Sons of Jacob synagogue 
Not listed 



Clement Egonis 
Kyaton Jaskiel 
Rosie Jaskiel 

S Lasczkiewicz 
Anthony Noszka 

1921 Morocco worker 
Dyer (listed at 14 Daniels) 

Not listed (listed at 14 Daniels) 
Not listed 

Clerk (121 Derby); boarder at 14 Bentley 
Mary A Dyer 

Florian Ostroski 
Alice Ostroski 
Jos E Ejsmond 

Cecelia Ejsmond 
Henry Fabiszewski 

Josephine Fabiszewski 

1931 Wid Ernest 
Shoeworker 

Unlisted 
Shoe worker 

Unlisted 
Union St Garage 

Unlisted 
Mrs. Helen Wroblewski 

Theresa Wroblewski 
Jos Ezmunt 

Celia Ezmunt 
Walter Zujewski 
Nellie Zujewski 

Florian Ostrowski 
Alice Ostrowski 

1933-1934 Widow (“wid Wm”) 
Shoe worker (“r14 Bentley”) 

Shoe worker 
Not listed 

Leather worker (Pea) 
Not listed 

Wood heel worker 
Not listed 

Helen Wroblewski 
Theresa Wroblewski 

Alphonse Ezmunt 
Helen M Ezmunt 
Florian Ostrowski 
Alice Ostrowski 
Walter Zujewski 
Nellie Zujewski 

1935 Wid Wm 
Shoeworker (r14 Bentley) 

Student (r14 Bentley) 
Clerk Home Bakery (r14 Bentley) 

Wood heel worker 
Not listed 

Leather worker (Pea) 
Not listed 

Mrs. Helen Wroblewski 
Sigmunt Wroblewski 

Steph Wroblewski 
Theresa Wroblewski 

Jos Ezmunt 
Celia Ezmunt 

Walter Zujewski 
Nellie Zujewski 

Florian Ostrowski 
Alice Ostrowski 

1936 Wid Wm 
Not listed (r14) 
Student (r14) 

Shoeworker (r14) 
Shoeworker 

Not listed 
Leather worker (Pea) 

Not listed 
Wood heel worker 

Not listed 



Alphonse B Ezmunt 
Helen M Ezmunt 

Jos Ezmunt 
Celia Ezmunt 

Florian Ostrowski 
Alice Ostrowski 

Helen Wroblewski 
Sigmunt Wroblewski 

Steph Wroblewski 
Walter Zujewski 
Nellie Zujewski 

1937 Teacher (r14) 
Clerk, Boris Bakery Market (r14) 

Shoe worker 
Not listed 

Leather worker (Pea) 
Not listed 
Wid Wm 

Not listed (r14) 
Student (r14) 

Leather worker (Pea) 
Not listed 

 
Note: Available Salem City Directories span 1837-1964. All currently available City Directories were consulted. 

Some years were not available at the time of research.  
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1851	Salem	Atlas



1874	Salem	Atlas	(Plate	A)	



1897	Salem	Atlas	(Plate	4)



1911	Salem	
Atlas	(Plate	5)



1906-1938	Salem	Atlas	(Plate	10)	



David	H	Kelley	briefly	enlisted	in	the	Civil	War	in	1861.	He	would	have	been	seventeen	years	old.



1900	Census	has	David	Kelley,	Mary	Kelley,	and	Annie	F	Hennessey	(sister-in-law)	living	at	14	Bentley.	



1910	Census	Record.	See	“Widra,	Anna,”	9	lines	from	the	bo>om.



Frank	Zebrowski	and	Annie	Zebrowski	(nee	Wydra/Widra)	married	on	April	24,	1910.



New
Antoni Nozko’s WWI draft registration card, 1917.



New
Annie Zebrowski/Nozko’s transactions as grantor on file with the Southern Essex Registry of Deeds suggest that she remarried sometime around February 1918.



New
(records continued from previous page)



New
This image features in In the Heart of Polish Salem (2009), p. 165



New
Swiniuch Park, 1978
Bentley Street, Salem, MA
August 15, 1978
Salem State Archives (Nelson Dionne Salem History Collection)
SCPH 02-055



New
Swiniuch Park, 1978
Derby Street at Bentley Street
August 15, 1978
Salem State Archives (Nelson Dionne Salem History Collection)
SCPH 01-058



8/20/2020 Unofficial Property Record Card

salem.patriotproperties.com/RecordCard.asp 1/1

Unofficial Property Record Card - Salem, MA
General Property Data

Parcel ID  35-0371-801 Account Number
Prior Parcel ID  11 --

Property Owner  BURKE MATTHEW R Property Location 14 BENTLEY STREET
BURKE TARA R Property Use Condo

Mailing Address 14 BENTLEY ST U1 Most Recent Sale Date 6/30/2017
Legal Reference 35993-540

City SALEM Grantor SIMONELLI,DANIEL J
Mailing State MA Zip 01970 Sale Price 369,000
ParcelZoning B1 Land Area 0.099 acres

Current Property Assessment

Card 1 Value Building Value 357,500 Xtra Features
Value 0 Land Value 0 Total Value 357,500

Building Description

Building Style Condo Garden Foundation Type Brick/Stone Flooring Type Hardwood
# of Living Units 1 Frame Type Wood Basement Floor N/A

Year Built 1870 Roof Structure Flat Heating Type Forced H/W
Building Grade Average (+) Roof Cover Tar+Gravel Heating Fuel Oil

Building Condition Good-VG Siding Clapboard Air Conditioning 0%
Finished Area (SF) 1016 Interior Walls Plaster # of Bsmt Garages 0

Number Rooms 5 # of Bedrooms 2 # of Full Baths 1
# of 3/4 Baths 0 # of 1/2 Baths 0 # of Other Fixtures 1

Legal Description

Narrative Description of Property
This property contains 0.099 acres of land mainly classified as Condo with a(n) Condo Garden style building, built about 1870 , having Clapboard
exterior and Tar+Gravel roof cover, with 1 unit(s), 5 room(s), 2 bedroom(s), 1 bath(s), 0 half bath(s).

Property Images

Disclaimer: This information is believed to be correct but is subject to change and is not warranteed.



8/20/2020 Unofficial Property Record Card

salem.patriotproperties.com/RecordCard.asp 1/1

Unofficial Property Record Card - Salem, MA
General Property Data

Parcel ID  35-0371-802 Account Number
Prior Parcel ID  11 --

Property Owner  MPT REVOCABLE TRUST Property Location 14 BENTLEY STREET
MARJORIE P TEELE TR Property Use Condo

Mailing Address 14 BENTLEY ST U2 Most Recent Sale Date 8/18/2017
Legal Reference 36113-41

City SALEM Grantor SIMONELLI,DANIEL J
Mailing State MA Zip 01970 Sale Price 369,000
ParcelZoning B1 Land Area 0.099 acres

Current Property Assessment

Card 1 Value Building Value 357,500 Xtra Features
Value 0 Land Value 0 Total Value 357,500

Building Description

Building Style Condo Garden Foundation Type Brick/Stone Flooring Type Hardwood
# of Living Units 4 Frame Type Wood Basement Floor N/A

Year Built 1870 Roof Structure Flat Heating Type Forced H/W
Building Grade Average (+) Roof Cover Tar+Gravel Heating Fuel Gas

Building Condition Good-VG Siding Clapboard Air Conditioning 0%
Finished Area (SF) 1016 Interior Walls Plaster # of Bsmt Garages 0

Number Rooms 5 # of Bedrooms 2 # of Full Baths 1
# of 3/4 Baths 0 # of 1/2 Baths 0 # of Other Fixtures 1

Legal Description

Narrative Description of Property
This property contains 0.099 acres of land mainly classified as Condo with a(n) Condo Garden style building, built about 1870 , having Clapboard
exterior and Tar+Gravel roof cover, with 4 unit(s), 5 room(s), 2 bedroom(s), 1 bath(s), 0 half bath(s).

Property Images

Disclaimer: This information is believed to be correct but is subject to change and is not warranteed.



8/20/2020 Unofficial Property Record Card

salem.patriotproperties.com/RecordCard.asp 1/1

Unofficial Property Record Card - Salem, MA
General Property Data

Parcel ID  35-0371-803 Account Number
Prior Parcel ID  11 --

Property Owner  STRUBLE DAVID Property Location 14 BENTLEY STREET
Property Use Condo

Mailing Address 14 BENTLEY ST U3 Most Recent Sale Date 8/31/2017
Legal Reference 36144-195

City SALEM Grantor SIMONELLI,DANIEL J
Mailing State MA Zip 01970 Sale Price 349,000
ParcelZoning B1 Land Area 0.099 acres

Current Property Assessment

Card 1 Value Building Value 358,600 Xtra Features
Value 0 Land Value 0 Total Value 358,600

Building Description

Building Style Condo Garden Foundation Type Brick/Stone Flooring Type Hardwood
# of Living Units 1 Frame Type Wood Basement Floor N/A

Year Built 1870 Roof Structure Flat Heating Type Forced H/W
Building Grade Average (+) Roof Cover Tar+Gravel Heating Fuel Oil

Building Condition Good-VG Siding Clapboard Air Conditioning 0%
Finished Area (SF) 1016 Interior Walls Plaster # of Bsmt Garages 0

Number Rooms 5 # of Bedrooms 2 # of Full Baths 1
# of 3/4 Baths 0 # of 1/2 Baths 0 # of Other Fixtures 1

Legal Description

Narrative Description of Property
This property contains 0.099 acres of land mainly classified as Condo with a(n) Condo Garden style building, built about 1870 , having Clapboard
exterior and Tar+Gravel roof cover, with 1 unit(s), 5 room(s), 2 bedroom(s), 1 bath(s), 0 half bath(s).

Property Images

Disclaimer: This information is believed to be correct but is subject to change and is not warranteed.



8/20/2020 Unofficial Property Record Card

salem.patriotproperties.com/RecordCard.asp 1/1

Unofficial Property Record Card - Salem, MA
General Property Data

Parcel ID  35-0371-804 Account Number
Prior Parcel ID  11 --

Property Owner  FABIANO LAURA Property Location 14 BENTLEY STREET
Property Use Condo

Mailing Address 14 BENTLEY ST UNIT4 Most Recent Sale Date 8/11/2017
Legal Reference 36096-285

City SALEM Grantor SIMONELLI,DANIEL J
Mailing State MA Zip 01970 Sale Price 345,000
ParcelZoning B1 Land Area 0.099 acres

Current Property Assessment

Card 1 Value Building Value 357,900 Xtra Features
Value 0 Land Value 0 Total Value 357,900

Building Description

Building Style Condo Garden Foundation Type Brick/Stone Flooring Type Hardwood
# of Living Units 1 Frame Type Wood Basement Floor N/A

Year Built 1870 Roof Structure Flat Heating Type Forced H/W
Building Grade Average (+) Roof Cover Tar+Gravel Heating Fuel Oil

Building Condition Good-VG Siding Clapboard Air Conditioning 0%
Finished Area (SF) 1016 Interior Walls Plaster # of Bsmt Garages 0

Number Rooms 5 # of Bedrooms 2 # of Full Baths 1
# of 3/4 Baths 0 # of 1/2 Baths 0 # of Other Fixtures 0

Legal Description

Narrative Description of Property
This property contains 0.099 acres of land mainly classified as Condo with a(n) Condo Garden style building, built about 1870 , having Clapboard
exterior and Tar+Gravel roof cover, with 1 unit(s), 5 room(s), 2 bedroom(s), 1 bath(s), 0 half bath(s).

Property Images

Disclaimer: This information is believed to be correct but is subject to change and is not warranteed.
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