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A CHRONOLOG-'W 

The Dennis house, architecturally, is an excellen~ Salem 
example of a moderate-style Greek-revival dwelling. Being 
situated end -to-the-street, it is similar in·form and mass 
to two other dwellings a~tributed to Devereux Dennis located 
on Buffum Street: No. 9 for Mark TJowd in 1851 and No. 22 
for Nathaniel Horton in 1850. Thus it could be assumed that 
the house-wright, satisfied with his own home, was able to 

') 

sell others on its beauty, integrity, nrecticality and 
innovative design during a period (ca. 1843) when most builders 
could not decia~ whRt was to become fashionable. 

Previous to Dennis' acquisition of the land on Dearborn 
Street in 1843, the following two earlier title transfers 
took place, as a matter of interest: 

Bk. 313; Lf. 247. 

Thomas Symonds, administrator of the Estate of 
Thomas Symonds, dec'd., trader. 

to 

John M. IveA, Snlem, BooksclJer. 

- 14. June 1s3g 

- two house lots soJd at puhJic auction, 
"advertised in the Essex ne~ister for three successi~ 
weeks before the sale" 

pr j c e : $ 2 1 0 • 

Bounded: Easterly on Ben j. l~r:. lch 
Northerly and WestPrly on Arrington, 

formerly of Joshua llnham 
Southerly on Dearborn Street 

Bk. 336; Lf .20. 

John M. Ives, of Salem to William M. Arrington, of 
Salem 
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- February 28, 1843 
_ tttwo house lots" 

Bounds as in Bk. 313; Lf. 247. 

Bk. 336; Lf. 31 

William M. Arrington, SalAm, to 

Devereux Dennis, of Salem, car,enter. 

- February 20, 1843 

- price: $ 170.00 

"one House Lot" 

Bounded: Westerly by Arrin~ton 114 ft. 
Northerly by Arr.in~t0n 49 ft. 
Easterly by Renj. PaJch 114 ft. 
Southerly by Dearborn St. 49 ft. 

4 in. 
6.in. 

4 in. 
6 in. 

At the time of his purchase.of thP lend, DevPreux, jr., 
lived with his father in a house on School Street. 

SaJem Dire~tory: 1842: -- ------"-

"Dennis, Devereux, custom hG11se, h. School. 
Dennis, Devereux, jr., carnerter, School" 

During the year 1843 he apparer.tly Jost no time in 
erecting his house since the following tRx excerpts (City 
Clerk's Office, Salem, Mass.) indicate n new dwelling. He 
purchased na other land during 1842 o~ 1843: 

1842: 

1843: 

"Devereux Dennis; 1 poll; house & lot land; 
School Lane; 700. 00" ~ 

"Devereux Dennis, jr., 1 poll; School Lane" 

"Devereux Dennis; 1 noll; house and lot land; 
Buffum ( j n pencil); 700 •. OO" 

"Devereux Dennis, ~r.,, 1 noll; New House 1000.; 
(in pencil); Buffum St. (pencil); lot land 

200.00 11 
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1844: "Devereux Dennis; 1 poll; house & lot land; 
School Laue (penctl); 700.00 11 

"Devereux Dennis, jr.; 1 poll; house 1000; 
lot land 200." 

1845: ditto 1844 for both. 

1846: "Devereux Dennis~ 1 poll; house & lot land; 32 
Buffum (pencilJ; 700.00" 

"Devereux Dennis, jr.; 1 poll; hou~e 1000; 
lot land 200; 15 Dearborn (pencil)" 

·The pencil notations in the above would indicate that 
Devereux, jr., lived at his parents' house on Buffum Street 
at the outset while the following excerpts from the assessors' 
"STreet Books'' (those actually carried by hand from house to 
house; City Clerk, Salem) give a more definitive portrayal 
of occupants of the new building. 

"Street Book; 1845 " 
"Dearborn Street" 

"Deveraugh Dennis, jr., house 1000. 
Benja. M. Chamberlain - mov'd to 3 Br. field 

· Richard H. Chamberlain 
-------- Kimball" 

"Street Book; 1846" 
"Dearborn Street" 

"D. Dennis, jr., 1 poll; ::i.ge 31, Buffum St." 
"Joseph Kimball, age 23 11 

"R. H. Chamberlai.n; age 25" 

"Street Book; 1847" 
"Dearborn Stre0t 11 

"D. Dennis, jr.; 1 poll; Ftge 31 11 

11 Jos Kimball" 

· The next Salem Directory was published in 1846 (the only 
.year Devereux apparently lived at home): 

"Dennis, Devereux, custom house, h 4 School 
Dennis, Devereux, jr., carpenter, North; ho. 4 School" 
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A morgage was taken out by Devereux, jr,, with his father 
on the 6th of November, 1848, for the amount of $500.00. The 
description of the property corresponded exactly with the 
dimensions listed in the deed to Devereuy in 1843 and this time 
included "all the buildings and apnurtenances" on "one House 
Lot" (book 403; leaf 283). · 

Later Directory entries show not only Dennis' residence 
clearly, but how he moved his shop: 
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1850: "Dennis, Devereux; house 4 School" 
"Dennis, Devereux, jr., carpenter 35 North; 

house 15 Dearborn" 

1851: Ditto 1850 for both. 

1853: "Dennis, Devereux; (Leavitt & Dennis); house 
15 Dearborn" 

"Dennis, Mrs. Elizabeth, house 4 School" 

185~: Ditto 1853 for both. 

1857: Ditto 1853 for both. 

1859: "Dennis, Devereux, carnent~r 8 tafayette 1 ho 
15 Dearborn" 
His advertisement: 
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ADVEllTISING DEPARnlE:ST. 69 

DEVEREUX DENNIS. 

·"N=-'?... CARPtttT[R & BUllD[R ! • ... t ~$ .. ,~~ t ' ; 

11 @~'~.·fi~~lr . ' : 
No. 16 Lafayette St., Sale~n. i 

JO::S:.N"" B.A..TTIS;;J 

.... ...._,...... ....... ,~ 

~ ALL KINDS OF JODDING executed on Dcneon&ble Torma. 
----· 

I M.\.~CF.\<"Ttrrn:n OF ! 
AND CASKSI \!1 ~KE CS 
OF ALL lUNDS, 

a 
I 

~ .. Nos. 14 7 & 149 Derby Street, 
(Foot of Charter Street,) S A l'..d!r l\L ;,. 

.\J.L onnI~l"!') .\.XS,VEP.EO "~ITll nl~f'.\TCII. ' 

- __ -fU':!J-,-.;,:-,,,,_~ ""~tiif. 0 .JOHN 'I'. ROPES, i 
.-;c· v'(i~);if'~fty ~j ."":~ llE.\Llm rn i 

~~.·.·~~.;.ir=t~'-":',;:'li-.·=,.· -~TO,'ES STO\~E PIPE i /: l··"''" ~l'fJ"~i-: · I 

~»' ~"t;1';i;;:;,;:c~Ft< "'M~-·· , I j , . ! 
~1)4 ... i~ '"tl""'.fJ ·~ ,( ; 

:'°;.;'·hi~~~-i~.;~~. TH W \Qr.'.&.:. 
· f) f ... iJi::~I/" ~ ,\g~llt fnr l.f:\'.!~C • } llrll:lCCS 

---i::..:::. ~ tf~ _:;;::\. and ~ton••. 
l.7 & 10-i;·uo:-.T STHl~Ir.T. !-:'ALF.:\t:. 

~l ---·-·-· ·-·-"""" ' -· ·--- -- -- -· -·- --- - ·-,r s_ s_ BUR~ET> 
~1 
~ !'(\IP W< OJ C>fZir! I 9'{ Ji ~ CT> ITT} 
ii~~~~~ .. :~~]~OJ~~ 
j No. 8 F1oau!o.lin Bniltlin;;, ~a!cm. 

Particular attention paii t1 Repairing ter.ing :Machines. 
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!5o 5Al.EM D!REC'l'ORT. 

·---
DEVEREUX DENNIS, 

, .. H''4-CARPiHl[R AHD 'BllllDlR, l 
No. 8 Lafayette Street, 

SAl-~M~ 
~An kind,. pf y,1)l1ir.g P::V cat~J f\"D rl"a«1nn1·1~ tnmtJ ----- --------------------

3 0 H N' ll A 'l' '.l' I s, 
)1A~c1·.,cnrn.F.R 01 

KEGS, hND ~ 1"11 Q if7' Q v Jc).,...:) JU.. 0' 
OF .A.LL :l~INDS, 

Nos. 147 and 149 Derby Street, 
Foo& or Charter t'ttt•t, s .. u,1~:i.t. 

rrJ-' All r\rd~1~ aol'wered -with di1•pateh. 
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The estate of Devereux Dennis was nrobated on the 21st 
of March, 1881: 

Docket# 37341 

Devereux Dennis, SaJem, carpenter 

Inventory: dated March 28, ~ 

·Real estate: 
Personal: 

$ '1'300.-
174 7. 68 

11Messuage Dearborn Street 
Messuage Osborn Str8et 

2800. 
2500. 11 

Administratrix and Heiress: flarv ,T. Dennis, widow -
The estate of Devereux's ~was prohated on the 7th of 

A pr i 1, 1 91 0 : 

Docket# 107800 

Will: 

Mary J. Dennis, Salem, widow 

dated 1910. 

"to my dauR;"hter Ann.iA J. Dennis, the 
homestead estate ~umbered fifteen on 
Dearborn Stre~t in saio Salem" 

Inventorv: 

"House & land 15 DePrborn St., 
Salem . ..................•...•... 2600." 

The estate of Devereux Dennis' dai~rrht"T.' was probated on 
the 5th of September, 1946, as the property descended to his 
grand-daughter: 
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Docket# 217592 

Will: 

Annie D. Horton, Salem, widow 

"my house and land at 1S Dearborn Street, 
Salem, to my dau~hter Nary Devereux 
Horton" 

Inventory: "House and Jot at 15 Dearborn Street, 
Salem, valued at the assessed 
value . ...................•.• 5000." 

END 
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Reproduced' from a Man of Salem, by H. Mcintyre in 1851: 
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