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171 Federal Street 

The land on which this house stands was once part of a large parcel 

owned by the Buffum family during the early history of Salem (appendix 

A). "Federal street was laid out across private land about 1769. 

It was called the new street in 1770; new street laid out near the 

North river, 1779; a town way 1782; and Federal street, 1794 (Essex 

Antiquarian, vol. 7 pg. 67). 

On June 17, 1836 Ezra and Cynthia Northey sold for the sum of $850 
* to John Huse, currier a lot of land: 

(book 291 page 14) 

*A currier is a man who dresses and colors leather, after it is 
tanned. 
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Hr. Huse built a house on the property (formerly called ·;/93 since 

renumbered /f.169 Federal) and lived there until 1850 vrhen financial 

conditions allowed him the opportunity to build a larger home for 

his family. This is substantiated by the building permits listing 

"Buildings errected in the City of Salem the last year that is to 

say, from Narch 1850 to March 1851." 

Name of Owner Description of Building Name of Street 

John Hues dwelling house Federal Street 

The Huse family had moved into their new home by Nov. 1, 1850, for 

this is the date that John and Lydia Huse sold the dwelling house 

(#169) to James Braden for $2,850: 
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'I'he 1850 census shows the Huse family up close: 

John Huse age 50 currier - prop. val. 1i~- '000 born N.H. 
Lydia II II 47 If Mass. 
Mary II II 22 II ll 

Hannah II II 17 II II 

Joseph T. Fuller If 12 II II 

The 1855 Street Books at City Hall tax the house for the first time: 
93~ Federal St., John Huse "new house" value $3,000 

By 1855 the street had been renumbered and the house took on its 

present number 171~ with the occupants listed as (males only over 

18 given) John Huse age 55 and Joseph Sumner Perkins age 25. 

The 1860 census gives additional information: 

tJohn Huse age 60 currier born I\T .H. 

Lydia II fl 56 II l"iass. 
Hannah II II 26 II ti 

Joseph s. Perkins 30 postr:iaster " II 

T1:1ar',:/ II II 31 II It 

John II II l+ II II 

By 1870 the household had dwindled: 

John Huse age 70 currier born r\T.I1. 

Lydia 11 II 66 keeps house ' ti Lass .. 

Hannah II It 36 no occupation II II 

After the death of I~dia (Dale) Huse, which occurred on Feb. 12, 1877, 

the Perkins fruaily moved back into the house at 171 Federal St., as 

shown in the 1880 census: 



Jose~oh Perkins age 50 c;J.rrier born i·,ar3G. 

Bary E " ti 51 \Vife keeps house 11 " • 
John II• II " 2h son currier 11 ti 

I 

,John Huse II 80 father-in-law II n.H. 
Hannah 1\1. Huse II 46 sister-in-lavr " l'<ass. 
1,,1ary Davenport 11 35 nurse II I! 

John Huse died on Jan. 12, 1881. This obituary notice appeared in 

the local papers: 

"Mr. John Huse died on Thursday morning in his Slst year. He 

was a tanner and currier, actively engaged in business, until, with-

in a fev; years, he retired in failing health. He was a man of strict 

integrity. and always enjoyed the highest respect and confidence 

of the community. He was an En~ineer of the Fire Dept. from 1847 to 

1857, and Chief Engineer in 1856 and 1857; a member of the common 

Council in 1858; an Overseer of the Poor from 1858 to 1873, and for 

many years a Director in the ·>1ercantile National Bank. He was a 

member of the First Baptist Church. The flags of the different 

companies of the Fire Dept. were displayed at half-mast in respect 

to the ex-Chief and the funeral on Saturday afternoon was very 

numerously attended by the late associates of the deceased." 

In his will (probate ffli-3175) Lr. Huse left his house in trust for 

the benefit of his family "with especial regard to my invalid 

dauther Hannah Maria Huse so long as she may live • 11 Daughter l·;ar;y 

was allowed to have, hold and occupy with her faimly free of rent 

"the homestead on Federal street, V!here I now live consistj_ng of a 

dwelling house, yard and garden. At the decease of my said daughter 

Hannah the principal to go in equal shares to ;fary Perkins and 

~-



grandson John Huse Perkins. I wish that my said homestead estate 

on Federal street shall be kept as a homestead for all the members 

of my family as long as shall be formed practicable, and to that 

end I direct that it shall not be sold during the life of my 

daughter Mary Elizabeth Perkins without her consent." (appendix B) 

The real estate was listed as: 

house and land Federal St. 

land on Broad St. 

Curriers shop (2) on Boston St. 

land under " II II 

Personal estate: 

12 shares Salem and Danvers Oil Co. 

1 share Portsmouth, Great Falls and Conway R.R. 
Bond of the City of Toledo, Ohio 

Bond Portsmouth, Great Falls and Conway R.R. 
U.S. funded loan of 1861 

1 share Eastern R.R. 
16 shares Mercantile Bank Salem 

Pew 1st Baptist Church 

cash 

I'-iTG. of J.P. Hamlin 

Lot in Harmony Grove 

furniture 

The heirs were listed as: 

Hannah Huse daughter 

$4,300 

700 
1,100 
1,100 

:fH,080 
20 

500 

1,700 

660 

. 35 
1,920 

5 
1.50 

21,750 

35 
100 

Mary E. Perkins - It wife of Joseph s. Perkins 

A few interesting expondi tures 1Here listed in the probate: 

tJan. 1882 - S.F.Nichols painting house and blinds '.:il06.92 
board for nurse July 1880 to Jan. 1881 42.00 
wages due nurse 10.00 

5. 



March 1882 - Repairs on real estate on Federal and Broad 
Insurance 
Water bill 
Taxes 
Nurse for Hannah 
Board for Hannah 

17 weeks 
Jan. 13, 1881 to Apr. 27 
Aug. 24 to March 1, 1882 

From 1882 to 1895 the Street Books give the occupants as: 

$205.98 
15.62 
3.60 

100.80 

68.00 
75.00 
1.35 

Joseph s. Perkins 

John H. Perkins 

owners the heirs of John Huse 

house value $3,000 
land value 1,300 

Hannah Maria Huse died on Sept.3, 1895. This simple obituary was 

printed in the Salem News: 

Danvers - Hannah M. Huse of this city, daughter of the late John 

Huse, Esq. died at the age of 60 years 11 months 6 days. (Funeral 
-

on Thursday 3:30 P.M. from her late residence 171 Federal street. 

Relatives and Friends invited." 

After the death of Hannah the property was taxed as: 

i Mary E. Perkins 
i John H. Perkins 

house ~n, 500 
11 11 ti " 

On July 31, 1902 .Mary Perkins and John Huse Perkins trustees under 

the will of John Huse Feb. 1881 sold to Catherine J. Walsh the land 

and buildings "meaning to convey the premises conveyed by Ezra 

Northey to Huse Jan. 17, 1836 except what sold to James Braden 

on Oct. 1, 1850. 11 



(book 1679 Page 504) 

Before moving on to t.he '.'!alsh far:1ily it may be of interest to 

include this obituary notice of Jan. 27, 1912: 

Passed Away at His Home in J-~alden This I:orning in His Eie;h ty 'l1hird Year 

CURRH~R FIFTY YEARS 

"Joseph Sumner Perkins, postmaster of Salem under President 

Buchanan, died at his home, 25 C:olumbia street, ilalden, early this 

raornins, in his 83rd year. Funeral service will be held : :onday 

afternoon at Harmony Grove Chapel at 2 P.M. 

Lr. Perkins \'tas born in Lyn:1 Jee. l'.), 182Si in the portion lmol'm 

at:.; '.food r:nd, and h:Lr..:3 mother nas : ary (Parrott) Perldns, a d.irect 

descendant of Francis Ingalls, one of the settlers of Lynn. He 

learned the currying business and was engaged in it for a number of 



years in Salem, his whole connection with it covering nearly half 

a century and ending in 1901. 

Through his activity in the interests of the Democratic party in 

President Buchanan's time, the latter appointed him postmaster of 

Salem in Feb. 1858, succeeding the late George B. Loring, who was 

appointee of President Pierce. He held office until 1860, and was 

succeeded by John Ryan. 

Mr. Perkins was senior deacon for many years of Essex Lodge, F. 8, 

A. 1-'Iasons, and was for many years a member of the Democratic state 

committee. He served one year in the Salem board of aldermen. He 

leaves one son, John Huse Perkins." 

The tax records reflect the change of ownership in 1904: 

..occupants 
John J. Walsh, clerk age 34 
Thomas F. E. Nolan, sale srnan age 411-

owner 

Catherine Walsh 

house val. $2,300 
land val. 1,300 

A reception was held at this house on June 28, 1910 for the wedding 

of fviichael J. O'Connor and Hattie J. Kennedy. The Salem News gave 

this account: 

"Wedding reception was held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. John J. 

Walsh, 171 Federal St. where a large number of friends of the 

contracting parties Michael J. O'Connor and Hattie J. Kennedy, 

called to extend congratulations." 



On i':Tay 21, 1925 John J. Walsh, unmarried, gave to Mary T. \'ialsh 

"for love and af fection1, ~' the same property conveyed to Catherine 

J. Walsh by John Huse Perkins, and by will of Catherine to John J. 

Walsh.(book 2638 page 165) 

On August 19, 1971 Thomas J. Walsh, unmarried, sold for $25,000 to 

Francis T. Murphy and Helen P. Murphy, husband and wife, "the same 

premises conveyed to my sister Mary T. Walsh, also known as l'·fary V. 

Walsh,on May 21, 1925 from John Jo Walsh. See also the estate of 

my sister #300152".(book 5794 page 612). 

On July 20, 1977 Francis T. and Helen P. Murphy sold t of 171 Federal 

St. to Raymond E. Peritz and Shelley Erwin and the other t to Robert 

J. Rioux, for the total sum of {~56 ,000. 11 For title see deed from 

Thomas J. Walsh Aug. 19, 1971." (book 6373 page 113) 

On Oct. 15, 1979 Raymond M. and Shelley E. Peritz (formerly Shelley 

Erwin) and Robert J. Rioux sold 171 Federal St. for the sum of $88,500 

to Mark and Judith King. "The same conveyed to them by Francis and 

Helen Murphy." (book 6642 page 524) 

On June 29, 1981 Mark A. and Judith c. King, of 31 Chestnut St., sold 

for $119,000 to Gregory B. Andrews, Susan Battles-Andrews, John 

Battles and Mary Battles the land and buildings at 171 Federal St. 

"For title see deed book 6642 page 524." (book 6835 page 394) 
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· I\ ,rl son of Joshua, who had devised the lot 

...i to him, to the western corner of what is 
' now the junction of Boston and Fowler 

Jllslma Buffum and Caleb Buffum Lot. 
Robert Moulton was the owner of this lot, 
west of the dashes. It afterward came 
into the hands of Robert Buffum. He 
died in 1669, having bequeathed it to his 
wife Tamosin. She died in 1688, and it 
came into the hands of her sons Joshua 
Buffum and Caleb Buffum, who owned it 
together until after 1700. 

The strip east of the dashes was con· 
veyed to the two Buffum brothers by Ed
ward Flint of Salem, yeoman, April 18, 
1679.t It was a half of two acres that 
Mr. Flint bought of Anthony Needham of 
Salem, yeoman, March 10, 1678-9.§ 

Joshua B11ffum House. Robert Moul
ton was the owner of this lot easterly of 
the dashes and also the Caleb Buffum lot 
adjoining, about 1636. (For the triangular 
lot west of the dashes, see above.) Boston 
street was laid out across the corner of 
the lot in 1642, when he was the owner. 

He was a builder of vessels, and prob
ably constructed several on this lot. The 
estate soon afterward came into the pos
session of Robert Buffum, a Quaker, and 
he died in 1 669, possessed of it. In his 
will he devised it to his wife Tamosin. 
She died in 16S8, and the estate came 
into the possession of her son Joshua 
Buffum. 

There were two houses on this lot in 
1705, and probably they were both there 
in r 700, ancl standing where they are 
marked on the map. The western one 
was the old house. Between r 705 and 
17 lo, this was moved by Samuel nuffum, 

*Essex Regi~try ni Deeds, honk q, leaf 79. 
tEssex R~gistry of Deeds, 1Jlluk i 5, leaf 88. 
:::Essex Registry of bee.ls, book 5, leaf 31. 
§Essex Registry of Deeds, book 5, ).,af 25. 

streets. Samuel Buffum was a cooper, and 
had removed to Newport, R. I., before 
Aug. 7, 1716, when he conveyed the old 
dwelling house and its new site, for ninety 
pounds, to Samuel Pope of Salem, black-
smith.* Mr. Pope conveyed the same, 
for one hundred and forty pounds, to 
Thorndike Procter of Salem, yeoman, 
June 6, r720.t Mr. Procter probably 
took the old house down some years later, 
and built the house now standing on that 
site. 

The other house anri the land adjoin
ing was devised by Joshua Buffum to his 
son Joshua in I705, and he devised it in 
his will in 1762, to his son· Joshua Buffum. 
The latter, in 1760, lived in the house 
with Isaac Needham. In the inventory 
of the estate of Joshua Buffum, appraised 
in I7 6 2, it is called an old dwelling house. 
Joshua Buffum lived in Salem, being a 
mariner or fisherman, and died in the 
winter of 1768-9. His heirs conveyed it 
to Ezekiel Fowler of Salem, blacksmith, 
as follows : by deed of Amos ~Iason oi 
Swansey, husbanrlman, and wife Jane, 
daughter of the deceased (one-fifth), Aug. 
2 7, 1770; t of Joshua Buffum of Salem, 
mariner, son of the deceased (one-fifth), 
Feb. 15, 1773;§ of Benjamin Symonds 
of Salem, fisherman, and wife Abigail, 
daughter of the deceased (one.fifth), Oct. 
24, 1i7 5 ; II and of Samuel Buffum of 
Salem, sailmaker (two fifths) (by parti
tion,) l\lay 17, 1779.U Ezekiel Welman 
was living in the old house .May 2, 1796, 
when Mr. Fowler conveyed the estate 
to his son Samuel Fowler of Salem, cord
wainer., The latter took the old house 
down in 1807. - - - - -
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