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9 Cambridge Street 
... 

Th e house at 9 Cambridge street is described in the Salem Hist oric 

District Study Commit tee as: 

Colonial Revival - "This house appears to be more recent t han 

any on t he street; however , it is on the 1897 Atlas. I t is a two

story, shi ngled, gambrel r oof house with entrance through a side 

porch . " 

The lot on which t hi s house stands was a small portion of a 

parcel belonging to J onathan Neale in 1666. Er . Neale owned t he 

land and a house (on Broad St . ) until.his decease in 1732. "It 

then descended to his two children, Jonat ban and David , who divided 

the estate, the house and barn and southern portion of the lot De:..!",. 

assigned to Jonathan , ~ay 26 , 1753. Jonatnan died in 1795 , ~c -

the division of the estate, Sept. 20, 1799, the old house Wa!c' 

assigned to ::idow Hannah Smith of Salem. She died Sep" . 10 , 183r . " 

(Essex Antiquarian , vol . 4 page 166) 

"Cambridge Stree t was first called a lane or highway , 1679 ; lane 

from ye high or main street towards Samuel Woodwell 1 s brick kil!: , 

1695 ; Meeting- house lane, 1795; and Cambridge s treet , 1799 ; havi~,: 

probably been l aid out to Br oad street by t he Neales in t he latter 

year." (Essex Antiquarian, vol • . 4 page 166) 
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The house now at 9 Camoridge street is not the firs~ to occupy ~his 

site . ,'/h en the division was made of the Neal estate in l799, as 

previously mentioned , this lot was assigned to Benjamin and David 

~:eal to be used in common. The brothers erected a house which 

re~ained in the family until 1881 wten i t was described in t he tax 

records as : 

9 Cambridge st. 
Owned by the Heirs of t-~ary (Neal) Waters 

house valued at $700; land valued at $800 

" empty to be taken down" 



The lot remained empty until it was sold by Sarah J. Waters and 

tJary E. Waters to a neighbor, David Coggin on Nov. 7, 1889: 

1 

· (book 1263 page 465) 

1889 Dec . 16 - David Coggin applied for a building per mit: 

David Coggin resident of 7 Chestnut st . - location of buildir.~ . 

Cambridge St . - wooden dwelling house for one family 26 ' X 38 1 -

2½ stories - gambrel r oof 

David Coggin was born i n Westhampton , Mass. on August 4 , 1 8~3 , t he 

son of Rev . David and El len (Kidder) Coggin . He graduated fro ~ tne 

Harvard Medical school in t he class of 1868 , with the degree of :,. D. 

and he also received t he degree of A. M. from Dartmouth in 1873. He 

also studied abroad. 

He made a specialty of the eye ·and after practicing a f ew years in 

Hingham and St . Louis, Mo., where he was assistant surgeon of t he Eye 

Infirmary, he settled in ·Salem in 1874. Here he built up a large 

practice, being a most . skillful practitioner. 



He had among his patients a great many poor people, frequently 

giving his services without money and without price. All had a 

deep and abiding love for him • 

. . . 
• ~-- ":"c • • • 

·•·." DR. DAVID COGGIN. 

i. 

~r. ;oggi~ was a CTember of the ori ginal staff of the Salem Hospital. 

·ie ·,vas oprr-c.nalr.Jic sur geon and superintendent in 1879 and 1880 , and 

until 1912 was, ph t halmic sur geon, when he became consulting surgeon 

in "tnat capacity . Dr . Coggin was also surgeon, for a time of the 

.Secone1 Cor "9s Cadets. ·:e married in 1880, Elizabeth Eames Williams 

of ;;oxoury. 

Dr. Coggin was described as being of medium height with a very full 

black bea:>d. He had a rather brusque manner of tal king . 

Dr . Coggin did not occupy the house at 9 Cambridge st . The firs t 

tenant on record was Nathan Osgood a leather dealer in 1890. 



1890 Dec . 1 - David Coggins-old the land and building to Eliza s. 
Osgood , wife of Nathan. The tax records substantiate this change: 

9 Cambridge Street 
Qc cupant Owner 

·;a than _Os good, leather dealer Eliza s. Osgood 
house val. $3 , 000 
land val . 1,000 

:~athan Cook Os good, son of the artist Charles Osgood, was born in 

~alem on Aug. 24, 1857. He was educated in the public school s of 

:alem , and for many years was in the sole leather business in 

3oston , as a member of the firm of Os~ood- Hungerford company on 

ongress street . Yr . Osgood married Eliza Stevens of Dover , N. H. 

:_ci 1886 . 

-~e __ OQIJ census gives a closer look at this family : 

:rathan c. Osgood 
r1iza s. 
Catherine 

II 

II 

age 40 leather dealer 
II 38 
11• 12 at school 

born ?-·'ass . 
II N . H. 
II II 

:'he Os goods r.1oved to 15 Chestnut st . shortly after the census was 

taken. ~he next tenant at 9 Cambr idge St . was George B. Ives. 

':eorge 2urnham Ives, the son of Stephen Bradshaw Ives Jr. and Nary 

::anley Creamer . She was born on Nov. 8 , 1856 , the daughter of 

:?rederick and l''artha (Chase) Crear:1er. The couple had two children , 

Frederick '-1 . (b . Jan. 10 , 1 880) and Oscar J r. (b. r!:ay 28 , 1881 ) . 

The Ives family moved f rom this house to 4 Broad Street about 1905. 

5. 
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Over t he next few years many tenants came and went: 

1906 - Charles H. Parker (in Europe in 1907) 

1907 - Mrs. Annie Sweet, widow of George E. 
Ethel Sweet , telephone operator 
Minnie Sweet , dressmaker 

1908 - Dr . Francis B. Carleton, physician 

1910 census: 
Francis B. Carleton age 45 physician general practice 
AdeL:dde J . II II 42 
i::oyd II II 16 
Eleanor II II 14 

born !~ass . 
II Calif . 
It R. I . 
II R. I . 

)c- . ,..ar leton I'.'!OVed t0 Bos"Lon in 1911 . 'T'he next tenant was William 

~ 111 .~·il:v 18 - Villiam A. Pur beck, for over 60 years a Salem merchant 

:ailor, died at his home 9 Cambridge street, last evening. TTe had 

·:Jeen in poor health for a· long time . Vr . Purbeck was born in Salem 

.:::ept. 16 , 182h , and was the son of the late Will iam and ~aria 

( ·:'or nstead) Purbeck. He was educated in the Salem public schools, 

and was a !'!lember of the 10th class of t he old Salem English High 

school . After leavin~ school , Yr . Purbeck learned the tailor's 

trade from Charles F. Bates, t hen located in the Bowker block. On 

'fov. 15 , 1845 , he began business as a member of t he firm of Gardner 

~~ Furbeck. Er. Gardner lived only a year after the f i rm was or gan

ized , and at fuis deat h r-~r. Pur beck conducted the business until the 

beginning of the winter of 190 8- 09 , when he retired, after a period 

of 63 consecut ive years. His stores were within a very short dis

tance of one another. He made the very best of clothes , and he had 



a large trade. He was twice married , and he left two sons and a 

daughter . 

1912 - t he house was occupi ed by Edwin A. McKinnon a tailor at 205 

7. 

hasningt on St. and his wife Elizabeth M. The couple took in boarders 

or-e of which, Charles c. Buffum, died on Nov. 15, 1915. 

f A OUS OlD f OX-HUNlt R D[AO 
Charles C Buffum Passes Away at His Home 

This Morning in His 86th Yedr; Killed 
First Fox When 15 Years of Age; Had 
Conducted Hostelries m the Past and Was 

St-alPr of Weights and Measures. 



Charles C. Buffum, one of the most famous fox hunters in the wl:ole 

country , died at his home , 9 Camoridge street , this morning , in 

hi s 86th year. 

r r . Buffum was born i n Sale r.J, J an . 29 , 1829, h is parents -being °t!:e 

l ate David and Dollie (Hanson) Buffum. His father owned the ol d 

planine mill of David Buffu~ beir~ ~-~o~m f or miles around at t ha: 

time . 

Up to hi s 15th year the son , Cnarles c. attended the public schools , 

finisnine; his s chool l i fe i n the old Phi llips s chool . r. e +hen e!'ltered 

the employ of his father , remaining until the mill closed about l~79 . 

He next oeca.r.ie manager of the Lowell Island nouse . Retur~in6 to ~~e . 
mainland, he was for two or three years c~ployed by Aaron F. 

the Peabody l'ill'llberdealer , with whom he stayed tvm rr three yee..rr:.. 

:n 1898, he was appointed official sealer of wei""h t-s and ?r.easu.:-E;r- , 

but faileo of reappointrr.ent u!lder !"ayor Tur!ler the follo-.": n,.. ye--. 

µe next conducted a hotel on the corner of Roston anc ~ede~~l st.:-s~ts, 

the buildinc; being ovmed by the late >•ark Sr.ii th, but gave it up a.:~er· 

a few years . Since t hen he had lived a sort of a retired life• :::,·c1~ 

being quit e handy with tools , he had done cabinetmakin~ at dif~eren~ 

times . Several pieces of furni t ure i n hi s house a t test his skill 

in that dir ection . 

From his boyhood he had be en an ardent l over of out - of- door SfJ~ts . 

Probably he killed more foxes than any other man in ¥assachus etts , 

having , when only 15 years of age kil led his first fox in t he gr eat 

pastures of Salem. He traveled all over Essex county, Yaine , New 

Hampshire , Vermont, New York and Flor ida, in pursuit of t his game . 



fl. few years ago one of .the eng i neers of t he Boston & Vaine R.E; 

spoke to Mr. Buffum from h is engine, sayi .ng , " Charley , wty don ' t 

you come down to Portsmout h , and h elp us get rid of the f oxes 

dO\m there t hat a.re proving- a nuisance , destr oying chickens , e-:c . 

The l ocal s ports men can ' t s e em t o get t h em.'' r r . Buffum ac c e :p~ed 

the cue , and went t o Portsmouth . In two da ys h e secured seven l a!'f e 

f oxes , and there was no more trouble after that . 

q_ 

i 'r . Buffum attributed his lorn~ life and good health to his ci.t

of- door l ife , although ,in follo wi ng hunt ing h e had often b e e n :.:'...rec. 

and wet and col d . He was always moderate in the use of tobacco a..~c 

liquor, and never while on a hunting exnedition h ad he "touch ed ::..:. q_u c:

while afield , a s he oelieved t h at it tended to de crease a r::ar. 1 ~ e r: e:- ·· 

and to l essen his power of endur ance . 

r r . 3uffurr. h ad qui"t e a r e putation a s a chef, and of~iciated &= 
cook at many barbecue , "the attendants at wh ich h ave n ev e:."' c e a se~ 

sound his praises . Dur in~ t h e Rebelli on h e was a member of t:r:c ~a::.. e~ 

Ca det s , a.rid cooked for t h a t comr.iand f or t h e f i ve months t!'!at i :. ·1:as 

sta tion ed at Fort Warren . 

On Ma y l? , 1849 , Mr . Buffum married tv:iss l' '.ary Abbie -~i chardsc, __ o f 

Marblehead wh o was j ust t hree mon t hs older than he , t he ceremo:::~· 

bei ng performed i n Salem by Rev. George . Patch of t h e Ba ptist c:-. 1r c!: . 

txs. Bu f f um died on Aug. 14, 1899. Three ch ildren ~ere born o ~ t~e 

union only one of whom is living , Prof. Charles A. Buffurr. of tte 

East Ha mpton seminary. (Salem Evening News) 



1925 Nov. 16 - Nathan and Eliza s. Osgood sold the property to 

Madeline Abbot. "The ·same ·premises conveyed by David Coggin on 

Dec. 1, 1890. (book 2663 page 301) 

1929 March 2 - Walter L. Abbot administrator of the estate of 

r-~adeline Abbot sold the land and buildint: at 9 Cambridge st . to 

Harriet s. Creamer for t he sum of f3 ,000 . (book 2799 nage 5~) 

/o 

1939 Oct. 6 - George antl Harriet Fitz of Hamilton, solo the property 

to the Salem Savings Bank. "The same conveyed to Harriet r . Crea: e:r 

by the ad~iriistrator of the estate of . l1adeline Abbot and devisec. :o 

me by the will of Harriet. (book 3197 page 366) 

1942 Dec . 31 - Salem Savinr,s Banl-: sold tnc pro:_oer~y "to ere·, /i.llF:;_ 

Sullivan. The same estate conveyed to the granter by dee~ o: Ge~rfE 

Fitz. (book 3323 page 2h) 

1961 June 20 - Katharine D. Connors conservator of t he property o: 

~ercy A. Sullivan sold the land and building to Francis J . and 

Katherine Carr for the sum of $12,000. (book 4783 page 213) 

19?3 Aug. 17 - Katherine Carr,survivor of tenancy by entirety, sold 

the land and buildings to Gerald c. and Karla Hinds for the sum of 

$38,000 . (book 6005 page 168) 

• 



1977 June 20 - Gerald c. and Karla J. Hinds sold the property to 

William and Kathleen Sullivan for the sum of $49 ,900. (book 6361 

page 215) 

1983 March 23 - William and Kathleen Sullivan sold the l and and 

buildings at 9 Cambridge St . to James R. and Susan Gauthier . 

(book 7073 page 81) 

Reference to book and page are deed books at the Registry of Deeds. 
Probate numbers are cases at Probate Court. Both offices are l ocated 
in the same building of Federal St. All maps in this report ~e not 
meant to be exact, just for illustration purposes. 
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