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8 - 10 WINTER STREET 

The land on which this house stands was purchased by Daniel 

Needham, tailor, during the 1770's: 

BOOK 128 PAGE 171 

DATE -

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

BOOK 136 PAGE 227 

DATE -

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

March 1771 

Edmund Needham 

Daniel Needham 

April 21, 1779 
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NOTES: 

#7 Bott's Court. Rating: TWO. Period: PRE-FEDERAL 
The unusually high foundation of this two-story, wooden, gam~rel roofed 
house suggests that it was moved to this location, and such seems 
to be the case. According to Old Naumkeag, it was a tavern-- "At 
the sign of the Eagle"-- kept by Jacob Bacon in 1794 near the site 
of the Athenaeum. Later it was the home of Captain William Mugford, 
famous for saving William Gray's ship, the Ulysses, by devising a 

rudder when the original rudder was damaged. G.G Putnam wrote 
that Mugford had a pair of emu's eggs standing in front of his house. 
The central chimney is gone. A federal entrance is hidden by later 

trim. Some early twelve-over-twelve windows remain. 
(SALEM HISTORIC DISTRICT STUDY COMMITTEE INVESTIGATION) 

"Old Chestnut street had its oddities, oh, yes! Just imagine a 
ferry in Bott's court as we know it today. Yet William H. Foster 

in his recollections, delighted to recall how he floated down 

"Bradshaw's gutter" in a punt on his way to school through Bott 1 s 
court. There was a brook, so dubbed- quite a sizeable and vigorous 
water course in the spring of the year, in Mr. Foster's boyhood, so 

expansive and deep that a punt with a pole was kept in the court for 

the public convenience in crossing from Essex to Chestnut street. 
Comrade William Lander, adjutant and past commander of Phillip H. 

Sheridan, Post 34, informs me that he remembers the brook in Bott's 
court when he was a boy and there may be others who can recall it. 

Although it does not appear on the old maps, this brook was un
doubtedly fed by springs in the hollow of the original Bott's court 

and ran its course through the marshy land across or under Chestnut 
street, and so down through the meadow of broad fields to the old 

South mill pond." (Salem Evening News - March 23, 1923) 
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JACOB BACON 

'DR. JACOB BACON was born on August 25, 1751, a son of the Reverend 
Jacob (A.B. 1731) and Mary (Wood) Bacon. The family had been 
driven from Upper Ashuelot by the Indians, and the Parson had been 
installed over the Third Church of Plymouth in 1749, but it was at 
Boxford, his mother's home, that Jacob was born.' At college, he roomed 
in Massachusetts 32 with Osgood '7 I, waited on table, served as a scholar 
of the House, and held a Browne Scholarship. He took both degrees with 
his Class. ~. 

Bacon served an apprenticeship with Dr. James Brickett of Haverhill, 
and may have begun practice in Woburn, because a man of his name 
marched with the Woburn company on the Nineteenth of April and 
was wounded in the battle. If this was our man, his wound was not 
serious, for our Jacob was examined and approved as surgeon's mate in 
Colonel Scammon's regiment on July 4, 1775· He served at Bunker Hill, 
and when the army was reorganized at the end of the year, he was ap
pointed surgeon's mate to the Seventh Continentals, with whom he served 
for twelve months. In April, 1777, he was inoculated in the army hos
pital. 2 In the autumn of that year he sailed as surgeon of the privateer 
Freedom,3 was captured, and exchanged in October, 1780. 

After this experience; Bacon settled with relatives who lived in the 
western end of what was known as the Addison Richardson house in the 
western part of Salem. On November 30, 1780, he married a daughter 
of this family, Sarah Brown, widow of Joseph Gardner of Salem. She 
died on May 2, 1785, and on September 16, 1790, the Doctor married 
Sarah Adams, the daughter of a retired Danish mariner who kept a 
public house next to the Richardson place. Bacon kept this tavern until 
this Sarah died in late December, 1813. After this, according to William 
Bentley (A.B. 1777), his life was "not so correct" as it "ought to have 
been," and he "was poor": 

. Since I knew him I have been doubtful of his habits, but nothing in the inter
view with him at his next neighbour Addison Richardson's was unworthy of 
a man of observation and letters. He seems however to have lived in great 
obscurity, never censured, but seldom :ioticcd on any occasion. This could 
not be from any part of his personal character but probably from his domestic 
situation. 4 

This obscurity is the more curious in that he had a connection by mar
riage with the Salem Pickcrings, which ought to have been the making 
of a young physician. He died at Salem on July 28, 1816, leaving one 
daughter, Sally, who was born in 1785 and lived unmarried until 1865. 














