HISTORIC
SALEM INC

14 Thorndike Street

Built by and for

James J. Welch
Contractor

and his wife, Catherine
c. 1869

Researched and written by Dan Graham
July 2021
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As noted in the MACRIS report for this property (SAL.3188), the structure at 14
Thorndike (referred to as the “James J. Welch House”) is a modest example of the Second
Empire (1850s-1870s) style. Although sided with more modern asphalt, this 1 % story residence
still retains some original material and detailing. Characteristic features include the mansard
roof, bracketed door hood, flat-roofed dormers, and small brackets at the dormer roofs.
Vernacular houses of this type are common to the Bridge St. area. | want to thank local
architectural historian Vijay Joyce for assistance in characterizing and corroborating details of
the home’s features.

Prior to discussing the history of the home and its original owners, it is first worth
covering some details of the land on which it is settled. The deed history shows that the land
was owned by the Salem Mill Dam Corporation in the 1820s. This group—which included John
Pickering, Benjamin W. Crowninshield, Joseph Ropes, and John W. Treadwell—was
incorporated in approximately 1826, specifically to seek and establish authority to build dams in
the vicinity of Bridge Street, North River, and Winter Island.! While Thorndike Street did not
exist at the time, the property in question at 14 Thorndike can be traced through deeds granted
from the Salem Mill Dam Corporation to David Buffum, Elisha Odlin, Jacob Berry, and finally
Rufus Wyman who sold his land to James and Catherine Welch in late 1871.2 A likely
antecedent to Thorndike Street was the so-called “Mill Dam Street,” which is frequently

mentioned in the deeds in question from 1830 to 1871.

! See “An Act to Incorporate the Salem Mill Dam Corporation, 1825, Chap. 0148.” Boston: Secretary of the
Commonwealth. https://archives.lib.state.ma.us/bitstream/handle/2452/111009/1825acts0148.txt?
sequence=1&isAllowed=y

> See Southern Essex District Registry of Deeds Book 260 Page 153; Book 314 Page 137; Book 352 Page 219; Book
433 Page 56; Book 501 Page 209; and Book 843 Page 137. These deeds are included under “Deeds” later in this
packet.



As can be seen by comparing the 1851 and 1874 atlases below, an enormous amount of
development occurred in the vicinity of Thorndike Street during that timespan. The MACRIS
report for this property identifies the builder as James Welch, and estimates the date of the
building between 1869 and 1871. The deed history and directory research corroborates such an
estimation: the 1869 and 1872 directories place James at 4 Thorndike Street, which the MACRIS
author ventured was presumably the same house as 14 Thorndike. From the research
conducted, | agree that this assessment makes sense given that the area was much less
developed at the time; there were simply not many houses on Thorndike in the early 1870s. In
1869, Charles Grimes and John Whalan (perhaps fellow laborers to James) were also living at 4
Thorndike, giving attestation to the notion that the property did exist in that year. By 1874,
Welch owned three of the four structures on the north side of Thorndike Street, and the

directory for that year shows him living at 16 Thorndike (see image of property below).



-
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16 Thorndike St. Source: MACRIS SAL.3187.

Earlier on, according to the 1870 U.S. Census, James was living at 11 Thorndike with
Catherine Welch (nee McCarthy/McCarty and Hurley; variously spelled as Catharine, Katherine,
and Katharine in vital records and family histories). Catherine was previously married to William
Hurley (estimated to have lived from 1828 to 1864) and had two children—John (b. 1852) and
Katherine (b. 1861)—from that marriage. The 1866 directory lists Catherine (i.e. “Mrs. William
Hurley”) living at 1 Thorndike with John Hurley and Nicholas Grogan.3 After remarrying to James
Welch, the couple had two children—James J. (b. 1869) and Margaret T. (b. 1872). Needless to
say, the Welches owned and occupied several properties on Thorndike throughout the 1870s

which served as the hub for James’s construction company (discussed in more detail below).

* See Salem City Directory for 1866, p. 92.



While historical records show some inconsistencies in James and Catherine’s birth and
death dates, Catherine is most convincingly estimated to have lived from 1834 to 1890, and
James from sometime in the 1840s (1844, 1848, or 1849, more specifically) to 1903. Some vital
records suggest that James was born in April of 1849 (corroborated by his age in his 1892
marriage record in the “Sources” below, for instance) to Geoffrey Welch and Mary Cahill (listed
as Jeffrey and Mary Morrison in his death record). After Catherine’s death (from pneumonia),
James remarried Mary Alice Lynch (of Beverly, MA; 1861-1944) and had five more children—
Marion Florentina (1892-1980), Arthur W. (1894-1946), Louise L. (b. 1895-1976), Francis Curran
(1898-1977), and William Bernard (1902-1975) before his death on February 10, 1903 (of heart

disease).

James J. Welch is laid to rest in Saint Mary’s Cemetery in Salem, MA; St. Joseph’s Avenue West, plots
1596-1601. Memorial ID: 114905135. Source: https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/114905135/james-
j.-welch.



Both James and Catherine were Irish immigrants. The precise dates of their immigration
are somewhat unclear, but it is likely that Catherine arrived in the United States by the early
1850s (her son John Hurley was born in the U.S. in 1852) and James in July 1865 (see below for
an associated passenger manifest record; his name appears last and he was recorded to be 17

years old at the time). James is commonly thought to have hailed from Waterford, Ireland.
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Source: Ancestry.com. Salem and Beverly, Massachusetts, U.S., Crew Lists and Shipping Articles, 1797-
1934 [database on-line]. Lehi, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2019.

Original data: Massachusetts, Salem and Beverly Crew Lists and Shipping Articles, 1797-1934. Salt Lake

City, UT, USA: FamilySearch, 2016. Selected Passenger and Crew Lists and Manifests. National Archives at
Boston.

While Salem's Irish roots run deep and back to the early days of the colony, the city’s
Irish population grew steadily throughout the early half of the nineteenth century. Pull factors
drawing immigrants to the U.S. during this period included growing development of railroads

and industrialization. Push factors of Irish immigration in particular have been well-



documented, namely the 1845 famine which devastated Ireland and led to an unprecedented
exodus of nearly two million people in the 1840s. The sizeable influx of poor, unskilled labor
contributed to prejudice and ill will from the native population, resulting in the development of
the “Know Nothing” political party. This party was very pronounced and successful in
Massachusetts, including Salem where its members swept elections in 1858. In order to be a
member, one had to be a so-termed “native born” U.S. citizen and a Protestant. The party
quickly fractured over the issue of slavery and had little impact on the laws, but it nonetheless
highlights prejudices of "native" Americans toward the Irish. During the period from 1820 to
1880, some three and half million Irish immigrated to the United States in one of the largest
movements of people in history.

Given the date of his arrival, James would have skirted the kind of pronounced anti-Irish
animosity covered above. Indeed by all accounts, he was a very accomplished builder and
clearly a large property owner in the Bridge St. area throughout the end of the nineteenth
century. For that matter, his construction business has remained extant well over a century
past his death—he has direct lineage to JJWelch Construction. That being said, the stated
incorporation date of 1852 on JJWelch’s website is admittedly confusing given that the earliest
Welch | have found (i.e. the James J. Welch in question) did not immigrate until 1865 (and
would have only been approximately four years old in 1852!). It is worth mentioning that a
William Welch (identified as a “morocco dresser”) was living with James at 4 Thorndike in 1872,
but any potential familial relation between the two would be speculative at best: this person

does not otherwise appear in any family lineage or tree that | have seen. | have reached out to



the family directly for any extant records, though to no avail as of the time of this house history
report.

James Welch and his descendants’ imprints on the area are vast and as yet likely untold
in their entirety. In addition to 14 Thorndike, the following properties also bear his namesake:
14 Bridge St.; 15 Thorndike; and 18 Thorndike (a barn which has unfortunately been

demolished).

14 Bridge St. “James J. Welch House.” Constructed in 1896. Source: MACRIS SAL.3197.



15 Thorndike St. “James J. Welch House.” Constructed in 1892. Source: MACRIS SAL.3182.

18 Thorndike St. “James Welch Barn.” Constructed c. 1880. Source: MACRIS SAL.3186.



The barn pictured above (no longer extant) was judged to have been built around 1880
by James at the end of Thorndike St., likely for storage (see MACRIS SAL.3186). Welch is
reputed to have built cellars, roads, sea walls, and curbs, and also carried out blasting and road
grading. He owned quarries on Essex and School Streets in Beverly, and the location of this barn
was conveniently situated on three routes to Beverly: by Bridge Street, by water, and by the
Eastern Division of the Boston and Maine Railroad. Welch drew considerable business
enterprises in the construction of roads, as well as of industrial and residential buildings at the
end of the nineteenth century. Evidence suggests that his business interests and associates
likely overlapped with properties on Thorndike, too. For instance, Salem lumber dealer and
architect John P. Langmaid purchased the property at 14 Thorndike from Welch in 1872

(though he does not appear to have ever resided in the property, according to city directories).



Old Welch & Co. Contractors office on Thorndike St., likely in the vicinity of the area behind 14 Thorndike
St. See the 1897 and 1906 atlases below, marked out in the latter as “CONTRACTORS YARD”; or
potentially at the end of Thorndike St. Date of photograph unknown. Accessed 21 July 2021. JJWelch,
https://www.instagram.com/p/BS4HdQhAVCt/
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“Estate of James Welch, Salem. J. F. Bly, Engineer” recorded with Essex South District Registry of Deeds,
Book 1857, Page 1. See deed from Alden P. White, Commissioner to James J. Welch, dated January 29th,
1907, recorded in said Registry, Book 1858, Page 238.

The screenshot above captures the vastness of Welch’s properties on Thorndike St. and the immediate
surrounding area in the early 1900s. The full plan of the estate is included in the source materials below

| want to acknowledge Nancy Doherty of the Southern Essex District Registry of Deeds for assistance in

locating this artifact.
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1911 advertisement for James J. Welch & Co. Notice mention of 14 Bridge St. and stable on Thorndike St.

Thank you to local historian and archivist Jen Ratliff for directing me to this source.

| JAMES J. WELCH & G0, |

Estimates and Complete Controcts
Made end Performed for

asonry, Earthwork, Grading,
Excavating, Concrete
Work, Granolithic
Walks, Steam DrillWork,
Blasting, Sand Loam,
Gravel and Stone

rl FOR SALE

MR

Sewer Work and
Land Drainage. Stone
Work of all descriptions,
All Work Personallyattended
to. Men by the Day.

N0 JO& T00 LARGE AND NONE TOO SNALL. GIVE US 4 CALL

BEVERLY and SALEM

Post Office Address, 14 Bridge Street, Salem, Mass,
Stable, THORNDIKE $71F1E1  Telephone

Ask for Our Estimates and SAVE MONEY!

1913 James J. Welch & Co. telephone ad in Naumkeag Directory.




Beyond construction, the Welch family has a long history of sprawling real estate
dealings and property acquisitions. See, for instance (on the following page), a 1913 newspaper
clipping in which James J. Welch (Jr.) successfully bid $5,025 on the former Salem police station
located at 15 Front St. Five-time Salem mayor John Francis Hurley presided over the auction,

which was very vividly recounted in the newspaper clipping below.



MAYOR HURLEY
:  RAISES $5025

'Auctions—O—ld Salem
Police Building.
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Disposes of Structure.

Property Finally Sold to
James J. Welch.

= s o B - .
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As the tables of owners and occupants below attest, 14 Thorndike appears to have been
primarily used as a rental property until the Ryan family came to own it in the mid 1940s: prior
to that time, few if any of the property owners resided in the home for any substantial period
of time. Like the Welch family, the Ryans were descendants of Irish immigrant lineage. After
renting the property since 1931, William J. Ryan (1879-??) and Mary E. Ryan (nee Manning,
1878-??) were willed the property from James J. Welch Jr.’s estate in 1946, overseen by J.
Norman Welch (1930-1988) and William D. Chapple.® Three years later in 1849, the property
was then granted to their son, William E. Ryan (1912-1988), and his wife Dorothy M. Ryan (nee
Greenwood, 1907-1999), who owned and resided in the property until the late 1990s. Scant
details are available about the couple and their family. They were married on April 22, 1933 in
Windham New Hampshire and lived in Beverly, MA in the 1930s and 1940s.

14 Thorndike’s rather unassuming connection to the JJWelch enterprise is impressive,
but in my estimation the most fascinating element of the research conducted is what can be
learned about the original James J. Welch by way of both his prowess and commitment to the
Thorndike/Bridge St. area. As a first-generation immigrant, he was of course remarkably
resourceful and successful, developing and capitalizing on business relationships with the
proximity to industry ventures that Thorndike St. afforded. Given the amount of properties he
likely built, owned, and lived in in the immediate vicinity of 14 Thorndike, one is left with the
sense that he was an incredibly enterprising yet also whimsical person as he moved from one

property to the other on an almost yearly basis.

* See Southern Essex District Registry of Deeds, Book 3451 Page 168.



Owner

Number
of Years

Years of
Ownership

Purchase Price

Document
Referenced
(Book-Page)

Until 1871, the deeds consulted and featured below from the Salem Mill Dam Corporation through to
Rufus Wyman only mention land on so-called “Mill Dam Street” which, as of the early 1830s, was
referred to as a “street lately laid out... extending from Bridge Street to the North River.” Mill Dam
Street does not appear on any Salem atlases | have seen, and is likely an early antecedent of

Thorndike St.

Salem Mill Dam Corporation 1830-1871 41 -
David Buffum $S40 260-153
Elisha Odlin S34 314-137
Jacob Berry S175 352-219 / 433-56
Rufus Wyman $1500 501-209
James Welch 1871-1872 1 S1 843-137
Catharine Welch MACRIS SAL.3188
John P. Langmaid 1872-1886 14 $1,000 860-5
872-44
946-266
Bridget Tobin (ux William) 1885-1888 2 S500 1165-239
Caroline Strombeck et al 1888-1889 1 $1,300 1232-128
Brer Carlman 1889-1891 2 $1,450 1240-348
James Welch 1891-1894 3 $1,600 1327-181
Catharine Lahey 1894-1897 3 S1 1420-188
Catharine E. Tierney 1897-1897 1 $2,000 1522-53
James Fanning 1897-1907 10 1532-408
James J. Welch 1907-1946 39 $1,045 1858-238
William J. Ryan 1946-1949 3 $2,200 3451-168
Mary E. Ryan
William E. Ryan 1949-1998 49 “consideration 3660-5
Dorothy M. Ryan paid”
Edward D. O’Brien 1998-2004 6 $84,000 15132-492
Debra O’Brien
Scott L. Cochran 2004-2006 2 $217,000 22941-241
Jose A. Tavares 2006-2008 2 $247,500 25255-79
Tania Tavares 26024-34
Thomas Greene 2008-present 13 $190,000 27609-210
Tracey M. Majka




Residents

Directory Year

Directory Notes

14 Thorndike does not appear in city directories until 1874. Any potential occupants to the
property prior to that time are unknown, with the exception of what has been put forth
above concerning the property’s likely earlier designation as 4 Thorndike.

Mary Flynn 1874 Widow, boards
Maurice Flynn Laborer
Charles Grimes Laborer
Charles Silver 1876 Laborer
Maurice Flynn 1878 Laborer

George W Thomas Morocco dresser
Maurice Flynn 1879-1883 Laborer
William Martin 1884 Gas works

The property was vacant in 1886.

Edward Welch 1890-1891 Occupations unlisted
Jeremiah J Kelleher
Jeremiah J Kelleher 1893-1894 Occupation unlisted
Thomas Connelly 1895-1896 “removed to Beverly”
Jeremiah J Kelleher Blacksmith’s helper
John H Condon 1897-1898 Occupation unlisted
Burrill M Yarigle 1901-1902 Occupation unlisted
John J Coughlin 1904-1917 Laborer

14 ¥ Thorndike begins to appear during John J Coughlin’s residence at 14, with P. Coughlin
and Daniel Coughlin (teamster) variously listed as residents. In 1914, Julia Steele (widow of
John A) appears at 14 Thorndike. Additional occupants of 14 % in the 1920s, 1930s, and
1940s are G. P. Smith, Chester G. Thomas, George E. Rollins, Leo H. White, Thomas White,
Grace Goldthwaite, Harry F. Goldthwaite, and Mabel R. Goldthwaite.

The property was vacant in 1921.

William J. Ryan 1931-1998
Mary E. Ryan
William E. Ryan
Dorothy M. Ryan
Edward D. O’Brien 1998-2004
Debra O’Brien
Scott L. Cochran 2004-2006
Jose A. Tavares 2006-2008
Tania Tavares
Thomas M. Greene 2008-present
Tracey M. Majka

Note: Available Salem City Directories span 1837-1964. All currently accessible City Directories were consulted.
Some years were not available at the time of research.
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5/19/2021 Unofficial Property Record Card

Unofficial Property Record Card - Salem, MA

General Property Data

Parcel ID 37-0029-0 Account Number 0
Prior Parcel ID 21 --
Property Owner GREENE THOMAS M Property Location 14 THORNDIKE STREET
MAJKA TRACEY M Property Use One Family
Mailing Address 14 THORNDIKE STREET Most Recent Sale Date 3/14/2008
Legal Reference 27609-210
City SALEM Grantor U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
Mailing State MA Zip 01970 Sale Price 190,000
ParcelZoning R2 Land Area 0.069 acres

Current Property Assessment

Card 1 Value Building Value 185,900 Xtra Fea\}:{sz 0 Land Value 134,000 Total Value 319,900

Building Description

Building Style Old Style Foundation Type Brick/Stone Flooring Type Softwood
# of Living Units 1 Frame Type Wood Basement Floor Concrete
Year Built 1870 Roof Structure Mansard Heating Type Forced H/Air
Building Grade Average Roof Cover Asphalt Shgl Heating Fuel Gas
Building Condition Average Siding Asbestos Air Conditioning 0%
Finished Area (SF) 1187.20001 Interior Walls Plaster # of Bsmt Garages 0
Number Rooms 6 # of Bedrooms 3 # of Full Baths 1
# of 3/4 Baths 0 # of 1/2 Baths 0 # of Other Fixtures 0

Legal Description

Narrative Description of Property

This property contains 0.069 acres of land mainly classified as One Family with a(n) Old Style style building, built about 1870 , having Asbestos exterior
and Asphalt Shgl roof cover, with 1 unit(s), 6 room(s), 3 bedroom(s), 1 bath(s), 0 half bath(s).

Property Images
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Disclaimer: This information is believed to be correct but is subject to change and is not warranteed.

salem.patriotproperties.com/RecordCard.asp
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Immigration passenger record for James Welch dated July 26, 1865.
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Immigration passenger record for James Welch dated July 26, 1865.


1870 Census featuring the Welch family living on Thorndike.
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1870 Census featuring the Welch family living on Thorndike.


1880 Census featuring the Welch family residing on Thorndike.

[7-296.]
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1880 Census featuring the Welch family residing on Thorndike.


Marriage record for James Welch (contractor) to Mary Lynch, Jan 31 1892.
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Marriage record for James Welch (contractor) to Mary Lynch, Jan 31 1892.


Deaths registered in Salem in 1903, showing James J. Welch died of “heart disease” (three rows from the bottom).
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Deaths registered in Salem in 1903, showing James J. Welch died of “heart disease” (three rows from the bottom).
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"FORM B - BUILDING - L P 31885

Towp Salem

.Addreés 14 Thorndike St.

Historic Name

~

Use: Present residential

Original

DESCRIPTION:
Date by 1869

Source Naumkeag Directories
Style Second Empire
- Architect A

Exterior wall fabric_asbestos shingles

Outbuildings

Major alterations (with dates)

Moved Date

Approx. acreage  about 3,000 s.f.

Recorded by M. Malaguti/K., Murphy A Setting residential

Organization__ Salem Planning Dept.

Date October, 1985

(Staple additional sheets here)
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the commmity.)

A modest example of the Second Empire style, this 1% story residence, although sided,
still retains some original material and detailing, Characteristic features include
the mansard roof, bracketed door hood, and fla.t-roofed dormers., Vernacular houses
of this type are common to the Bridge St, area. i

~

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state
history and how the building relates to the development of the commmity.)

In 1874 James Welch, laborer, owned three of the four structures existing on the north
side of.Thorndike Street. He is listed as living in 16 Thorndike Street in that same'year.
1872 and 1869 directories show his address as 4 Thorndike Street, which is presumably the .
same house. James Welch is listed as living at the corner of Grove and Tremont Streets in
1866. Welch was a large property owner in the Bridge Street area during this time.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher)

Salem Maps & Directories . -
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'SKETCH MAP
Show property's location in relation
to nearest cross streets and/or
geographical features. Indicate
all buildings between inventoried
property and nearest intersection.
Indicate north.
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Organization_Salem Planning Dept.

Date October, 1985
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Salem
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Salem Directories
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Major alterations (with dates)
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the commmity.)

15 Thorndike St. is an interesting vernacular eipression of the Queen Anne style,
Built on a cross-gable plan, the entrance is located under a porch at the inter-
section of the two wings, Bracketed porch posts, deep eaves and eave returns, and

a two-story bay are characteristic details, B

~

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state
history and how the building relates to the development of the commmity.)

This house was constructed in 1892 by James Welch, a stomne contractor who built :
cellars and foundations, roads and underpinmings. His stone quarries were located on Essex and

~Wellman Streets in Beverly. Although this house was rented out, Welch himself lived across -the

street at 16 Thorndike Street. In building 15 Thorndike Street Welch capitalized upon the
need for moderately priced housing resulting from industrial growth in the Bridge Street area

at the end nineteenth century.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date.;nd publisher) -
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SAL.3186

Welch, James Barn

18 Thorndike St

Salem

Bridge Street
37-38

c 1880

DEMOLISHED

No style

Abandoned or Vacant; Out Building; Warehouse
Agriculture; Architecture; Commerce

SAL.DG: Thorndike Street Area

Wall: Wood; Wood Clapboard
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FORM B - BUILDING

AREA FORM NO.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION H  SAm.318lk
80 BOYLSTON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02116

l Salem

S 18 Thorndike Street

ic Name

Present yacant

Or‘ig‘imﬂ Barn or warehouse

IPTION

c. 1880

Directories maps

VYernacular

mrtect

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location

in relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Wall Fabric . ... . .,
geographical features. Indicate all buildings i
between inventoried property and nearest Outbuildings y/,
intersection(s). '

Indicate north

Major Alterations (with dates) None

Condition

Moved No Date

Acreage 30,000 sq.ft.

Setting Densely settled

UTM REFERENCE Recorded by M. Malaguti/K. Murphy

USGS QUADRANGLE Organization Salem Planning Dept.

SCALE Date 10/85




SAL . 218l

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community.

This is the only large barn existing in the Bridge Street area. The structure is a
simple one with a gable roof and a long transom window across the gable end.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

This barn was built around 1880 by James Welch, a stone contractor, probably for
storage. Welch built cellars, roads, sea walls, and curbs and did blasting and road grading.
He owned quarries on Essex and School Streets in Beverly. His barn was conveniently
located to three routes to Beverly: by Bridge Street, by water and by the Eastern Division of
the B and M Railroad. Construction of roads, as well as of industrial and residential
buildings, at the end of the nineteenth century, provided ample business for Welch.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

Salem maps and directories

- T

8/85



1930 census—see William J. Ryan family residing on Thorndike
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1930 census—see William J. Ryan family residing on Thorndike


Boston College yearbook clipping for William Edward Ryan, who came to own 14 Thorndike in 1946. Yearbook image dated 1929.
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WILLIAM EDWARD RYAN

“Of surpassing beauty and in the bloom of youth.”
—Terence.

E was born with the gift of laughter. No matter how difficult the going or how serious the
trouble, the hearty and happy laugh of Bill would ring to lighten the tension.

Sincerity is a quality one is wont to admire in a fellow being, and in Bill we have exemplified
the very quintessence of sincerity.

In the classroom Bill's work has always been of the highest calibre. Bill had a particular yen
for Sociology, and especially for Sociological Research Work. In his Senior year, the twenty-five
hours’ work in the field scarcely dampened his ardor for the work. Not content with this, Bill
enrolled as a member of the Sociological Discussion Club, and every one of the guest speakers was
the target for a barrage of questions. Here, indeed, is a socially minded individual.

Although he was particularly interested in his own advancement, yet this did not preclude
his individual loyalty to the Class. Bill gave his whole-hearted co-operation to any movement
that was afoot. He even suffered physical abuse in his Junior year, when he enlisted as a member
of that famous Junior Football Team which trounced its traditional rival, the Senior Football
Team. Bill carried the same spirit of co-operation into the Boston College Club of Brighton dur-
ing the last four years. If the characteristics of our friend, so promising during his collegiate career,
continue to expand, then a most prosperous future is assured to him when his faculties have fully
matured. Thus, whatever walk of life he chooses, his numerous friends know that only success
can ultimately crown his earnest efforts.

Sociological Discussion Club, 4.  Junior Football Team, 3. Sodality, 1, 2, 8, 4.
Brighton B. C. Club, 1, 2, 3, }.
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Boston College yearbook clipping for William Edward Ryan, who came to own 14 Thorndike in 1946. Yearbook image dated 1929.


Marriage record for William E. Ryan and Dorothy M. Greenwood, dated 1933.

Groom .. Wi111am. E.RByan
Bride .ROROYRY. MaGroonwesd.....

| Residence of Groom .381om. .MR&8S.e....icoonee. it

Age of Groom
" w Bride ... S - TN | AX

Color of Groom ........ xssemsenssed L.t ot

Occupation of Groom
» " Bride
- Birthplace of Groom -....

A

» : /n/ Bride Warwick. Rele.....t

“"No. gf/érriage of Groom lsat.

T om e » Bride ..oceee - {: I
Groom Widowed or Divorced ........... 1.\~.

g Bride : ” ” »

* Official Station Justice..ef. .the..Pasce..
Date of Marriage ...APr1l..224...1933......

Place .

‘Olergyﬁnnn or Justice of the Peace.
i ~(Record continued over) .



Marriage record for William E. Ryan and Dorothy M. Greenwood, dated 1933.


WELCH
Boston Globe (1960-1989); Apr 17, 1965; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Boston Globe

pg. 19

WELCH--In ' Salem, Apr, 18, ‘Mr,x.
Naney T. '(Thatcher) of 34 Ray—
mond_rd., wife of J. Norman Welch
Jr. Funcral Mopday at 11:15 from

late” Conception Church.  Relatives
and {riends are rcwect(ully invited
to attend. Visiting hours Saturday

7-8, Sunday 2-4 a nd 7-8 p.m In
lieu of flowers donations may be
made to the Salem Hospital Cancer

W Lc}luN——]n Norwood, the 13th,
ary E. bclnved (lster of John A..

.Smc Mary_Hilarion, S.N.D,,

e rew L, Wessun: and Teresa R.
Velch in, Funeral from her ln(e
residence, 12 Carpenter st. o

day morning at 9:15 to be follnwed
by a Selemn Requlem Mass in St.
Catherine of Slena Church at 10
o’cloe clatives and friends are
!nvned Visiting hours  Saturday
and_Sunday -9 p.m. In lieu
of flowers donations may be sent
to your” nrlvnte charity, Interment
New Calva

WlCKLUND—IrI Qulncy Apr,
Fritz K. _husb. nd ot I‘plorence
(Johnson) WIcle of 33 Windsor

day, Apr. 17 at 11 am. Friends may
visit the mnern home Friday 2-4
and p.m. In lieu of ﬂowers.
contrlbutlona may be made
American_Cancer Society.

(Elmatrom) . Chi Vilson,” wite

mstro nman .,

of the Snta Robert £, Wilson, mother|
of Alice V. Stiles of Melrose,

- Barbara A. Vandgritt of Somerset.
Funeral services at the Weir Fu-
cral Home, 144 Salem st.. Malden
uesdnv at 1 p.m. Friends may caﬁ
at the Funeral Home, Sunday 7-8,
Monday 3-5 and 7-9.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



J. Norman Welch Of construction firm
Boston Globe (1960-1989); Nov 28, 1971; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Boston Globe

pg. 72

of political affiliation.

“Charles John Innes is
regarded by all his friends
and associates in the Sen-
ate as a gentleman, legal
scholar, a legislator's
craftsman and a most nec-
essary and integral part of
the legislative process.”

He was a member of the

“Sons of the Revolution, the

Union Club and the Co-
lumbian Lodge AF and
AM.

He leaves his wife Vera
{Fern Jensen); a daughter
Mrs. Judith deNeufville;
two sons, Charles and Dun-
can; and one brother, Hil-
ler of New York.

Services will be Tuesday
at 2 p.m. from King's
Chapel, Boston.

~ J. Norman Welch

Of construction firm

SALEM — A {funeral
Mass will be held at 9 a.m,
Tuesday at Immaculate
Conception. Church for J.
Norman Welch, 73, pres-
ident of the James J. Welch
Construction Co., who died
Friday at Salem Hospital.

Mr, Welch was born in
Salem, son of the late
James J. and Mary Welch,
and was an Army veteran
of World War 1. He was an
active member of the

- Salem Rotary Club. He
was.a. vice president of the
Salem Five Cent Savings

~“Bank and was a member of

“ the North Shore Master
Builders and of the Associ-
ated General Contractors
of America.

He is survived by two
sons, J. Norman,_ Jr, of
Salem and F. James Welch
of Wenham; two daugh-

* -ters, Mrs, Joseph Gilligan
of Salem and Mrs, Margaret
_QOuellette of Beverly, and
18 grandchildren. He was
the husband of the late Dr.
Margaret (Desmond)
Welch,

Mr. Welch will be buried
in St. Mary’s Cemetery.

\

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



City record of added egress on 1st floor, 9/17/1987

DATE OF PERMIT

OWNER

/4

PERMIT No. LOCATION
9/17/87 1094 Fay Eng 14% Thorndike ST. R-2
STRUCTURE . M=AmuA1 - DIMENSIONS Ne. OF STORIES | No. OF FAMIRS| WARD | cost
Wi 2 1 2
” " suoer -

9/17/87 #1094 adding 2nd. egréggﬂon Ist. floor, est. cost $500.fee $20.00

)



City record of added egress on 1st floor, 9/17/1987


Map of the city of Salem, Mass 1851 - Thorndike St not yet extant




1874 atlas, Ward 2
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1890 Sanborn fire insurance map



1890 Sanborn fire insurance map

1890 Sanborn fire insurance map




1897
atlas

1897
atlas


1906 atlas, see CONTRACTORS

YARD behind 14 Thorndike



1906 atlas, see CONTRACTORS YARD behind 14 Thorndike

1906 atlas, see CONTRACTORS YARD behind 14 Thorndike


"Estate of James Welch, Salem, J. F. Bly, Engineer"

recorded with Essex South District Registry of Deeds, Book 1857, Page 1.
See deed from Alden P White, Commissioner to

James J. Welch, dated January 29th, 1907,

recorded in said Registry, Book 1858, Page 238.
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"Estate of James Welch, Salem, J. F. Bly, Engineer" 
recorded with Essex South District Registry of Deeds, Book 1857, Page 1.
See deed from Alden P White, Commissioner to 
James J. Welch, dated January 29th, 1907, 
recorded in said Registry, Book 1858, Page 238.
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Deed's
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nnds Norman Weloh and. William.D.. .Chapple,.Executors. under.the.will
..of..James..J..Weloh, deceased, . late-of.- Salem,

.......... and every other power,

ousand. Twe. Hundred Dollars
paid, grant to...] ... Ryan and Mary E.. Ryan,. husband. .and.wife or.to.the
BUNVAVOr®. Q .tenants. by. the entirety, bath.of. said. Salenm,.. ..
BELRUREE.. A certain. pareel of land.with the.buildings.thereon..situated
on the northerly side of Thorndike Street in said Salem, bounded and
desoribed as follows: .

Begim:ing on said Thorndike Street at Lot No. 8 on a plan hereinafter
referr

ed to and running Northeasterly 75 feet to Lot No. 11 on said plamn;
thence turning and running

Southeasterly by Lots No. 11 and 13 on said plan 40 feet; then
turning and Yunning

Southwesterly by land of Mackie 75 feet to Thorndike Street; thence
turning and running

Northwesterly 40 feet to the point of beginning.

Being Lot No. 7 on plan of "Estate of James Weloh,
Salem, J. F. Bey, Eningeer" recorded with Essex
; South District Registry of Deeds, Book 1857, Page 1.
See deed from Alden P. White, Commissioner to James J. Welch, dated
January 29th, 1907, recorded 1in said Registry, Book 1858, Page 238.
ge:‘r:lso probate proceedings upon estate of James J. Welch, Egsex Probate
ourt.

Taies assessed for year 1946 are to be apportioned as of date of delivery.

R oS

The Qommonwralth of Hassarhuartts

Esgex, ss. S April ¢ u 19 L6

Then personally appeared the above named....... T..Normen ¥elch.and.¥m..D. . Chapple,
Exeoutors.as. aforesald. g SUOR @ XOCULOT S
and acknowledged the foregoing instrument to be... bt T.free act and deed?belmc me

Notary Pablic = J

My cummission expires . DA nlLﬁ,
Essex ss. Received Apr. 4, 1946. 40 m. past 11 A.K. éco;ded and Examined.




.1, William J. Ryan
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5

of ... BeVeXly T Essex__ County, Massachusetts,

being unmarried, for consideration paid, grant to.... William E. Ryan and Dorothy X. _Ryan,..
AndﬁxnM&hnmau:zixoxwormxhemman.tanantamhymxhemgntixs&yHand not ae. .
&nnnn&nmin“nnnmon¢m&hsy.bningmhnabnnd and wife. e e s .
of .. 883 BOVeXlY.. . with guttristm rovenants

¥/

B (/¢o0

Vi

) £

the land in __snlm_..m..,a.am..xnéx.._,Connr.yl"."Lfnm_‘.:m____.bnxmmga._‘z_nexi&"ri‘;'" s
shown_as. Lot No. .._4..'2.,”.,on_.,p:(I.'gn.‘_;.gc.gx;nen....‘w.Lth..fn.s_\ex..ﬁont.h....Dia.&r.tc.t...l).e,.eaa.

Book 1857, Page 1, and bounded and describe&'aa follows:

SBouthwesterly by Thorndike Street torty (40) feet;

Northwesterly by Lot No. 8 on said plan seventy-five (75) feet;

Northeasterly by lots Nos. 11 and 13 on said plan forty (40) feet;

Southeasterly by land now or late of Mackie seventy-five (75) feet.

Containing- 3000 square feet, according to said plan.

Being the same premises conveyed to myself and my wife, Mary E. Ryan,
now deceased, &8 tenants by the entirety, by deed of VilliamD. Chapple
and J. Norman Welch, Executors of the will of James J. Welch, dated
April 4, 1946, recorded with said Deeds, Book 3451, Page 168.

Taxes assessed as of January 1, 1949, are to be paid by the grantees.
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Then personally appeared the above named...... ... William J. Ryan

d acknowledged the foregoing instrument to be._..iB .. frec act and deed, before me

Daniel C. Fitz.
My commlission uplu-...«.‘..n.‘..mm...zﬁ.........__..“._5.4 .
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wssex 8s. Received Apr. 21, 1949. 1 m.;past 12 P.k.Recorded and Exsmined.
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BK 15132 PG 492

’al') . MASSACHUSETTS QUITCLAIM DEED

I, DOROTRY M. RYAN, individually, and in full consideration of EIGHTY-FOUR
THOUSAND ($84,000.00) DOLLARS and 00/100ths

grant to EDWARD D. O’BRIEN and DEBRA O’BRIEN, husband and wife, as tenants
by the entirety, of 14 Thorndike Street, Salem, Essex County, Massachusetts

with QUITCLAIM COVENANTS

the land in Salem in said Essex County, with the buildings thereon, shown as Lot No. 7on
plan recorded with Essex South District Deeds, Book 1857 Page 1, and bounded and
described as follows:

SOUTHWESTERLY by Thomdike Street forty (40) feet;
NORTHWESTERLY by Lot No. 8 on said plan seventy-five (75) feet;
NORTHEASTERLY by Lots Nos. 11 and 13 on said plan forty (40) feet,
SOUTHEASTERLY by land now or late of Mackie seventy-five (75) feet.

Containing 3000 square feet, according 1o said plan.
For Grantor's title, see deed of William J. Ryan to William E. Ryan and Dorothy M. Ryan,

as tenants by the entirety dated April 21, 1949 recorded with the Essex South Registry of
Deeds Book 3660 Page 5. See attached death certificate of William E. Ryan.

Witness my hand and seal this /¥ dayofSepzvm,n
ze 2 . 3”""

-4
Sx pur
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gn 3 . 38 .
gg S ga STATE OF FLORIDA
- EFR BT
=, wo. September /% 1998
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CDThen personally appeared the above-named DOROTHY M. RYAN and
acknowledged the foregoing to be her free act and deed before me
Notary Public
My Commission Expires: 2723\ Seormana Coltra
.ﬂ.mmm
%/ Expires Febawy 8, 2002
RETURN:
O'BRIEN

14 THORKDIKE STREET
SALEM, MASS. 01970
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Deed

We, Edward D. O'Brien and Debra O'Brien
f o-chauntthn
o &&9/’7\ A m [2VAV,

in consideration of Two Hundred Seventeen Thousand and 00/100 Dollars ($217,000.00 )

grant to Scott L. Cochran, Individually

of 14 Thorndike Street, Salem, Massachusetts 01970 ﬂ W H Mm{ ﬂ” %;HM

with QUITCLAIM COVENANTS 2004060380539 Pg:241
Pg

05/03/2004 10:53. 00 begp 11

The land in Salem in said Essex County, with the buildings thereon, shown as Lot No. 7 on plan recorded with Essex
South District Registry of Deeds, Book 1857, Page 1, and bounded and described as follows:

SOUTHWESTERLY by Thorndike Street, forty (40) feet;

NORTHWESTERLY by Lot No. 8 on said plan, seventy-five (75) feet;

NORTHEASTERLY by Lots Nos. 11 and 13 on said plan, forty (40) feet;

SOUTHEASTERLY by land now or late of Mackie, seventy-five (75) feet,

Containing 3,000 square feet, according (o sajd plan,

Being the same premises conveyed to the Grantors herein by deed of Dorothy M. Ryan, dated September 18, 1998, and
recorded with said Registry of Deeds at Book 15132, Page 492.

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 14 Thorndike Street, Salem, Massachusetts 01970

Executed ug a sealed j i ay of June, 2004, 2 : :
bra O'Brien

Commonwealth of Massachusetts Essex, ss:

On this Third day of June, 2004, before me, the undersigned notary public, personally appearedEdward D. O'Brien and
Debra O'Brien, proved to me through satisfactory evidence of identification, which were MA Driver's License(s), to be the
person(s) whose name is signed on the preceding or attached document, apa:knowledged to me that he/she/they signed it

voluntarily for its stated purpose. ﬁ A m @ !

Notary Public
My Commission Expires:

T
At L N
o q N g
Return to: g\’ H
Scott Cochran P k o iy
14 Thorndike Street R Ial é
Salem, MA 01970 0ign (3}
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ARDIFF & BLAKE, LLP
Box 68
D1986-2004 Standard Solutions, Ine., 781-324-0550 DeedNoEx
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QUITCLAIM DEED 45 Bk:25255

91/03/2006 15:37:00 DEED 112
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I, Scott L., Cochran, of Salem, Essex County, Massachusetts, for consideration
paid and in full consideration of Two Hundred Forty-Seven Thousand Five
Hundred Dollars and Zero Cents ($247,500.00) grant to Jose A. Tavares, of 14

Thomdike Street, Salem, Essex County, Massachusetts
with QUITCLAIM COVENANTS

The land in Salem in said Essex County, with the buildings thereon, shown as Lot No. 7

on plan recorded with Essex South District Registry of Deeds, Book 1857, Page I, and

bounded and described as follows:
SOUTHWESTERLY: by Thomdike Street, forty (40) feet;
NORTHWESTERLY: by Lot No. 8 on said plan, seventy-five (75) feet;

NORTHEASTERLY: by Lots Nos. 11 and 13 on said plan, forty (40) feet; and

SOUTHEASTERLY: by land now or late of Mackie, seventy-five (75) feet.

Containing 3000 square feet, according to said plan.
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For my title, see deed recorded at Book 22941, Page 241. Y=
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Executed as a sealed instrument this 3rd day of January, 2006.

Scott L. Cochran

Commonwealth of Massachusetts

County of Essex

On this the 3rd day of January, 2006, before me, the undersigned Notary Public,
personally appeared Scott L. Cochran proved to me through satisfactory evidence of

identify which was/were Drivers Licenses to be the person(s) whose name(s) is/are

signed on the preceding or attached document and acknowledged to me that he/she/they

signed it voluntarily for its stated purpose.

Christine M. Bernardini, Notary Public

My Commission Expires 11/13/2009

CHRISTINE M. BERNARDINI
Notary Public

A Coemmorweath of Massachusens
7/ My Commission Expises Now 13, 2009
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], JOSE A. TAVARES, of 114 Thorndike St, Salem, Massachusetts, in consideration of One Dollar ($1.00 ) grant 1o Jose A.

Tavares and Tania Tavares, & hucbind and wife tenomts by  of 14 Thorndike Street, Salem, Massachusetts 01970
with QUITCLAIM COVENANTS e ety

The land in Salem in said Essex County, with the buildings thereon, shown as Lot No.7

on plan recorded with Essex South District Registry of Deeds, Book 1857, Page 1, and bounded
and described as follows :

SOUTHWESTERLY : by Thorndike Street, forty (40) feet;
NORTHWESTERLY : by Lot No. 8 on said plan, seventy-five (75) feet;
NORTHEASTERLY : by Lots Nos. 11 and 13 on said plan, forty (40) feet;
SOUTHEASTERLY : by land now or late of Mackie, seventy-five (75) feet.

Containing 3000 squre feet, according to said plan.

For Grantor's title see deed dated January 3, 2006 and recorded in the Essex County Registry of Deeds in Book 25255,
Page 79.

Executed as a sealed instrument this 23rd day of August, 2006,

‘

~

e ey
Jose A. Tavares

Commonwealth of Massachusetts Middlesex, ss:

On this 23rd day of August, 2006, before me, the tggmsigncd notary public, personally appeared , proved to me through
satisfactory evidence of identification, which were B Driver’s License; O State ID; [ Passport; 0O Other Government Issued
1D; O Other, to be the person whose name is signed on the preceding or attached docu and acknowledged to me that
he/she/they signed it voluntarily for its stated purpose.

reo A. Schiavo, Notary Public
My Commission Expires: August 1,2008

£ MARCO A. SCHIAVO, ESQ.
Notary Public
Commoaweatn of Massachuselts
Ny Oommiss:on Expires
D1986-2006 Standard Solutions, Inc, 781-324-0550 August 1, 2008

DeedNoEx




\Q‘“ SPECIAL WARRANTY DEED

l?‘ US Bank National Association, as Trustee, having its usual place of business at 452 Walnut
Street,Cincinatti, OH 45202

for consideration paid, and in full consideration of One Hundred Ninty Thousand Dollars
and Zero Cents (5190,000.00)

grants to Thomas M, Greene and Tracey ¥, Majka, husband:and wife as tenants by
the entirety

with SPECIAL WARRANTY COVENANTS

e land in Saem MA LIAmEwhn

2008031400471 Bk :27603 Py

(Description and encumbrances, if aoy) 03/14/2088 12:48.30 DEED Po H2

The land with the buildings thereon situated at 14 Thorndike Street, City of Salem,
County of Essex South, Massachusetts as described in EXHIBIT “A”
attached hereto and made a part hereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said
US Bank National Association, as Trustee, has caused its seal to be hereto affixed and these
presents to be signed, acknowledged and delivered in its name and behalf by

. its hereto

duly authorized, this _”524"‘\ day of MArch, 2008:

U.S. Bank National Association as Trustee by it’s
attorney in fact Residential Funding LL.C fka

(
Witness (
( by Residential Funding Corporation
(

Print name here;

14 Thorndike Street, Salem, MA 01970

state oF ___[AAS
Dallos County March 4}, 2008
On this Mday 0 20!{3

appeared , proved to me
through satisfactory evidence of identification, which were to be the
person whose name is signed on the preceding or attached document, and acknowledged to me that
he/she/they signed it voluntarily for its stated purpose.

, before me, the undersigned notary public, personally

 — — e . et et W ST 2Py
SOMMER HANEY
Notary Public, Swate of Texes
My Commiission Expires
June ‘IB 201

Notary Public U

My commission expires:
5“1[{]2 lSE'ZH“ (Seal)




Exhibit A - Property Description

Closing date:
Property 14 Thorndike Street, Salem, Massachusetts 01970
Address:
The land in Salem in Essex County, with the buildings thereon, shown as Lot No. 7 on plan recorded with
Essex South District Registry of Deeds, Book 1857, Page 1, and bounded and described as follows:
Southwesterly by Thorndike Street, forty (40) feet:
Northwesterly by Lot No. 8 on said plan, seventy five (75) feet;
Northeasterly by Lots No. 11 and 13 on said plan, forty (40) feet;
Southeasterly by land now or late of Mackie, seventy-five (75) feet.
Containing 3000 square feet, according to said plan.
For title reference see deed recorded with the Essex County Registry of Deeds in Book 26024, Page 34,

ExhibitA
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