328 Essex Street, Salem

According to available evidence, this house was built for William Pickman
(1774-1857), merchant, in 1823. The contractor for its construction was
Daniel Bancroft, housewright. It stands on the site of an earlier house, built
in 1733 for Dr. Bezaleel Toppan, physician, who was Mr. Pickman’s
grandfather.

Mr. Pickman, a bachelor, would live here with his sister Love Rawlins
Pickman, who was 37 in 1823, for more than thirty years.

On 23 Oct. 1821 William Pickman Esq., Salem, purchased, for $2800, four
of the five rights of his fellow heirs in the old house and land lately
occupied by their father, Benjamin Pickman Esq., deceased, and owned by
their late mother, Mary Toppan Pickman, deceased (ED 227:287; 229:66-
67). Mr. Pickman and his sister Love Rawlins Pickman, both unmarried,
resided in the house for about a year before Mr. Pickman decided to have a
new house built on the site. The old house, in which they resided together,
was evidently the one built for their grandfather, Dr. Bezaleel Toppan
(1705-1762), and therefore the childhood home of their mother, Mary
(“Polly”) Toppan. Polly married Benjamin Pickman Jr. in 1762 and within
two years they had gone to live in a large new brick mansion, built for them
by Benjamin’s father, Col. Benjamin Pickman, on Washington Street
(corner of Lynde). Then, in 1773, the Pickmans had taken up residence in
the late Colonel’s mansion in Essex Street near Liberty, on a site now
covered by the Peabody Essex Museum complex. When they grew old,
Benjamin and Polly retired to the Toppan house, and resided here in their
last years. After Benjamin’s death in 1819, his heirs in 1821 conveyed the
premises to their brother William, as noted above.

When removal of the Toppan house was done and new construction began,
William and Rawlins (as she was known) resided on Chestnut Street:
writing in 1884, John H. Nichols recalled that the house at 34 Chestnut
Street was first occupied “by my uncle, Charles Saunders, then (by)
William Pickman and his sister L. Rawlins, while their house on Essex
Street was being built by Daniel Bancroft, who was subsequently partner of
Oliver Thayer in the lumber business. The next tenant was Frederick
Howes...” (EIHC 81:180).

The Salem valuations show that William Pickman, who had been living in
Boston for most of his adulthood, returned to Salem in 1819, the year in
which his father died (on May 19"™). The record-keeper in that year, for



ward four, recorded that William had no real estate but $25,000 in personal
estate (including $600 in income)—this was the first time William’s name
appeared in the Salem valuations. It should be noted that he had an uncle
William Pickman, deceased by 1820, whose son Dudley L. Pickman was a
very successful Salem merchant. William occupied his late father’s house
(per 1820 census, p. 100). In 1822 he was taxed on a house & house lot,
worth $4,000; and he had personal estate of $38,000 and income of $2,000.
In 1823, he was taxed on “house an unfinished house and land,” worth
$6,000; and his personalty came to $36,000 and income to $2,000. In 1824
and thereafter he was taxed on “house and land” worth $5,000 and personal
estate worth $40,000 (through 1827). By 1830 the homestead was valued at
$10,000 and personalty at $74,000; and in 1835 at $10k and at $70k. From
this, it is evident that a new house was built in 1823 and completed in or by
1824.

William Pickman spared no expense in building his mansion. The
contractor, Daniel Bancroft, was one of the best builders in Salem, and had
built similar mansions on Chestnut Street. This new house was the product
of excellent design and the talents of Salem’s superb corps of housewrights,
joiners, and carpenters; and its overall appearance, and the high level of its
finish and elegance, were no doubt a joint effort of Mr. Pickman and Mr.
Bancroft (note: Samuel Mclntire, the father of fine architectural design in
Salem and the transformer of the town’s appearance beginning in the

1780s, had died in 1811).

The Bezaleel Toppan House.

The house-lot here was owned in 1700 by William Hirst Esq., a wealthy
merchant who used it as an orchard. He died owning the parcel in 1717. It
was eventually set off to one of his heirs, Mrs. Elizabeth Price, and from
her it went to her four children, who sold the orchard in 1733 to bezaleel
Toppan, Salem physician (ED 62:61, 63:243-245). Dr. Toppnan probably
proceeded to build a very fine house on the lot right away, in 1733.

Bezaleel Toppan (1705-1762) grew up in Newbury, the son of a minister;
and he was sent to Harvard, class of 1725, to prepare to become a
clergyman too. He tried out the ministry, and almost became a parson at
‘Topsfield, but he found that he had other interests, and by 1730 or so he
had settled at Salem as a doctor of medicine. He was good at this, and in
1734 married Mary Barton, of a prominent family. He practiced medicine
exclusively until about 1745, when he set up an apothecary shop, purchased



large interests in a couple of vessels, and became something of a merchant.
He inherited some lands in Maine as well.

Salem’s main export was salt cod, which was caught far offshore by Salem
and Marblehead fishermen and brought back to the local fishyards, where it
was “cured” until it was hard and dry and could be shipped long distances.
This was a staple food in Catholic Europe (Spain and Portugal especially)
and also in the Caribbean, where it fed the slaves. To Europe went the fish
that was “merchantable” (high-grade), and to the Caribbean went the
“refuse” (low quality). Either sort, put into a pot of boiling water, would
turn into nutritious food. Lumber, horses, cattle, and foodstuffs were also
sent to the Caribbean, whence came molasses, sugar, cotton, and
mahogany. From Europe came back finished goods (made in India and
England), iron, wine, fruit, feathers, and leather. There was also some trade
between Salem and the Chesapeake Bay area, which provided corn, wheat,
and tobacco, while South Carolina provided rice.

Most merchant vessels were small, under 60 tons. The salt water came in as
the South River along Derby Street and all the way to the present Post
Office; and in this secure deep-water inner harbor were most of the wharves
and warehouses, although some wharves were built along the North River
too. The Browne family, whose houses stood on Essex Street between
Liberty and Washington, dominated Salem’s society, and the Brownes were
leading merchants of the early 1700s, followed by Benjamin Pickman Sr.
(1708-1773), Samuel Gardner, Timothy Orne, and, by the 1750s, Richard
Derby (1712-1783). Salem’s colonial commerce was active but the imperial
authorities limited the Salem merchants to trade with designated British
possessions. To the extent that the Salem merchants broke the rules by
smuggling and trading with un-approved partners, they made good profits.

Bezaleel Toppan was a successful merchant, and became a rich man; but
his life was blighted by the early deaths of his children. He and his wife had
sons Willoughby and Thomas, both of whom would die in their twenties.
Thomas was a Harvard graduate and a very promising young man. Of their
daughters, Sarah, Mary, and Anna, Sarah died at nineteen in 1759, and
Anna died young. Only “Polly” (Mary) would survive to marry and have
children. She was beautiful and very self-possessed, and married, at
seventeen, Benjamin Pickman Jr., in April, 1762. In August her father died,
having survived four of his five chlldren Polly inherited everything,
including the homestead.

At that time, the merchant class in Salem, to which Benjamin and Polly
belonged, was beginning to face serious challenges to its status. In the



1760s, after Canada and the Ohio Valley were taken from the French, the
English decided to pay for the costs of war and of sustaining an American
administrative bureaucracy by squeezing tax revenues out of the colonials’
trade. Although they had been under royal governors for two generations,
the Americans had been self-governing by town meetings at the local level
and, at the provincial level, through an elected legislature. They regarded
themselves as a free people, and not as dependents of a far-away mother
country. Merchants and mariners had always traded with the Spanish and
Dutch in Europe and the various islands of the Caribbean, regardless of
their national affiliations; and they deeply resented the British crack-down
on this trade, accompanied by privateering against American vessels by
both the French and the British.

In 1761, a group of Salem and Boston merchants sued to prevent the use of
search warrants (“writs of assistance”) by the Customs officials who were
trying to inspect their vessels and warehouses. In the courtroom, attorney
James Otis Jr. electrified the audience with his attack on British arrogance
and his argument for American rights and liberties—an event that John
Adams later identified as the birth of “the child independence.” Later in the
decade, Salemites were roused against the Stamp Act, and applied tar and
feathers to a couple of men who disagreed. In Boston, the opposition was
even larger and more determined, as mobs attacked the royal officials’
houses and beat up their flunkies. The British authorities were surprised at
the Americans’ resistance to their policies, and feared an insurrection. In
1768, they sent over a small army of occupation and installed it in Boston.

Now the Americans were forced to see themselves as misbehaving
colonials, and to realize that they were not free. They did not like this
picture, and the result was bitter public opposition and more street violence
in Boston. The Boston Massacre took place in March, 1770; in short order,
all of Massachusetts turned openly against the British, and the clouds of
war gathered on the horizon.

Pre-revolutionary Salem had more than its share of Tories; but the Sons of
Liberty were in the majority. Wealthy scions of families like the Curwens,
Pickmans (Benjamin included), and Brownes, stayed loyal to the King, as
did many others who had married into the merchant families. In 1773,
Benjamin Pickman’s father died and he came into a very large inheritance,
and moved his family into the Pickman mansion (site of Peabody Essex
Museum). In 1774, military rule was imposed from England as Gen.
Thomas Gage became governor of Massachusetts and the port of Boston
was shut down in punishment for the Tea Party of December, 1773. On
June 2, 1774, Salem became the new capital of Massachusetts, as a reward
for its supposed loyalty. Governor Gage and his officials relocated to the



North Shore, and the Customs operation was conducted from Marblehead,
while Salem became the major seaport of New England, handling virtually
all of the commercial business that Boston had done. Hundreds of new
people moved to Salem, and the legislature met in Salem’s Court House. In
short order that legislature, led by Sam Adams, turned into a rebel body,
and voted to ignore British laws and to send delegates to a continental
congress. Gage tried to shut it down, but it was too late: he had lost control
of Massachusetts to the rebel assembly gathered in Salem. The town still
had a powerful and outspoken group of loyalists, led by Peter Frye, a
prominent merchant and magistrate whose wife was Benjamin Pickman’s
sister. One night in October, Judge Frye learned just how far the rebels
were willing to go: his fine house on Essex Street was burned down and his
family barely escaped with their lives as half a block of houses and stores
and a church all went up in smoke. Next day, the rebel assembly met again
and voted to move their proceedings to Concord. Gage and his officials
moved to Boston, and many of the loyalists followed. Outside of Boston,
all of Massachusetts was under the control of the rebels.

By January, 1775, loyalists had been purged from the Salem militia
regiment, and Col. William Browne was replaced by Col. Timothy
Pickering, a rebel. One Sunday in February, 1775, the Revolutionary War
almost began in Salem. When everyone was in church, Col. Leslie’s
redcoats marched overland from Marblehead and arrived in downtown
Salem, hoping to seize cannon and munitions in North Salem. They came
to a sudden halt at the North Bridge—the Salem men, alerted by a
Marblehead rider, had pulled up the draw of the bridge. Rev. Thomas
Barnard Jr., of the North Church, engaged Col. Leslie in discussion; and
Capt. John Felt, warned Leslie that blood would flow if he did not turn
back. Negotiations followed, and agreement was reached: the draw went
down, Leslie’s men advanced a short distance into North Salem, faced
about, and marched back through Salem’s South Fields and Marblehead,
whose own regiment, led by Col. Jeremiah Lee, could have slaughtered
them. Instead, the Marbleheaders fell in behind them, marching in mockery
- of Leslie’s Retreat as the British made their way back to the beach and
boarded their whaleboats to return to the transport vessel. Benjamin
Pickman had seen enough: he put his children and property in charge of his
wife Polly, and sailed away to England to wait things out—for a very long
time, as it turned out. If it came to war, he did not wish to fight for either
side. His brother William (uncle of the future builder of this house), also a
Harvard man (class of 1766), remained in Salem and took the rebel side,
and protected his brother’s interests and family. William married Elizabeth
Leavitt in 1776, and they and their three children resided here in the



Toppan house, probably during the revolutionary years, 1775-1783, and
certainly by 1790 (per 1790 census). :

With the battle at Lexington & Concord, April 19th, 1775, the die was cast.
Of course no one knew how the war would end, and there was little to
indicate that the colonials could actually defeat the King’s army and navy,
but virtually every able-bodied Salem man and boy gave himself over to the
cause. Salem’s regiment participated in the siege of Boston, as George
Washington took command of the army in Cambridge. The British left
Boston in March, 1776, never to return. Washington’s army was pushed
southward from Long Island in a series of defeats, during which Salem’s
Col. Timothy Pickering became one of the General’s most trusted officers,
and Quartermaster General of the army. Washington’s first victory was the
Battle of Trenton, on Christmas Day, 1776, made possible by the
Marblehead regiment of Gen. John Glover. Eventually most of the Salem
men came home and sailed in privateers for the duration of the war, which

continued at sea until 1783.

In 1779, William Pickman resided here in ward four, and was taxed on the
house ($7k), part of distill house $2k, 9 acres and commonage right, part of
a warehouse, all valued at $22,000, with ¥ of the schooner Lark, 1/8 of a
another vessel & cargo, and a horse, chaise, cow stock, and faculty, all
worth $20,000. (p.551). This was the flood tide of privateering, and
William was doing well. By 1785, it was a different story: the war was
over, he had suffered losses, money had been revalued, and William was
taxed on half a house, $350, and personal property worth $200. He had
been a selectman in the 1770s, and a representative to the legislature in
1788-9. He went broke in the mercantile business but was appointed Naval

Officer of the port (until 1803).

In some places, the post-war loss of the former colonial connections and
trade routes was devastating, for Americans were prohibited from trading
with most British possessions; but in Salem, the merchants and mariners
were ready to push their ships and cargoes into all parts of the known
world. They did so with astonishing success. For a period of about 25 years,
Salem was a famous center of commercial enterprise: by virtue of
competing fiercely, pioneering new routes, and opening and dominating
new markets, Salem won a high place in the world. Hasket Derby, William
Gray, Eben Beckford, and Joseph Peabody were the town’s cominercial
leaders. In 1784, Derby began trade with Russia; and in 1784 and 1785 he
dispatched trading vessels to Africa and China, respectively. Voyages to
India soon followed, and to the Spice Islands and Pepper Islands (Sumatra,
Java, Malaya, etc.). With Salem prospering, Benjamin Pickman returned to




Salem in 1785, and found that he was welcome. He must have been very
happy to have been reunited with family, and especially with his
remarkable wife, Polly Toppan Pickman, who had preserved all of the
property, grown their net worth, and raised the children to fine young ladies
and gentlemen.

One of those children was William, born in 1774 just before his father had
left and so without any memory of the man who suddenly appeared in 1785
when William was almost eleven. One imagines that Benjamin Pickman
did his best to be a good father to his children. William, like the other boys,
was guided toward the career of a merchant, for Salem was a boom-town,
and its ships returned with the riches of the Orient in their holds. By the
1790s, the new foreign-trade markets—and the coffee trade, which would
be opened in 1798 with Mocha, Arabia—raised the level of wealth
throughout the town: new ships were bought and built, more crews were
formed with more shipmasters, new shops and stores opened, new
partnerships were formed, and new people moved to town. In 1792 Salem’s
first bank, the Essex Bank, was founded, although it “existed in experiment
a long time before it was incorporated,” per Rev. William Bentley. From a
population of 7921 in 1790, the town would grow by 1500 persons in a
decade.

In the late 1790s, there was agitation in Congress to go to war with France,
which was at war with England. After Pres. Adams’ negotiators were
rebuffed by the French leaders in 1797, a quasi-war with France began in
summer, 1798, much to the horror of Salem’s George Crowninshield family
(father and five shipmaster sons), which had an extensive trade with the
French, and whose ships and cargos in French ports were susceptible to
seizure. The quasi-war brought about a split within the Salem population.
Those who favored war with France (and detente with England) aligned
themselves with the national Federalist party, led by Hamilton and Salem’s
Timothy Pickering (the U.S. Secretary of State). These included most of the
merchants, led locally by the Derby family. Those who favored peace with
republican France were the Anti-Federalists, who later became aligried with
Pres. Jefferson and his Democratic-Republican party; they were led locally
by the Crowninshields. For the first few years of this rivalry, the Federalists
prevailed; but after the death of Hasket “King” Derby in 1799 his family’s
power weakened. At this time, 1798, William Pickman Jr., son of the
William Pickman who had lived here with his family, died at sea at the age
of twenty-one, leaving his parents a sister, Elizabeth, and a brother, Dudley.

In 1800 or before, Benjamin and Polly Pickman moved into the Toppan
house here (see census), while William Pickman and family moved into a



house on Brown Street. In that year, Pres. Adams negotiated peace with
France and fired Pickering, his oppositional Secretary of State. Salem’s
Federalists merchants erupted in anger, expressed through their newspaper,
the Salem Gazette. At the same time, British vessels began to harass
American shipping. Salem owners bought more cannon and shot, and kept
pushing their trade to the farthest ports of the rich East, while also
maintaining trade with the Caribbean and Europe. Salem cargos were
exceedingly valuable, and Salem was a major center for distribution of
merchandise throughout New England: “the streets about the wharves were
alive with teams loaded with goods for all parts of the country. It was a
busy scene with the coming and going of vehicles, some from long
distances, for railroads were then unknown and all transportation must be
carried on in wagons and drays. In the taverns could be seen teamsters
from all quarters sitting around the open fire in the chilly evenings,
discussing the news of the day or making merry over potations of New
England rum, which Salem manufactured in abundance.” (from Hurd’s
History of Essex County, 1888, p.65).

William Pickman (son of Ben & Polly), a well-trained young merchant,
decided to seek his fortune in Boston. The rest of his family remained in
Salem, but he found the opportunities of the capital irresistible. He set up as
a merchant there, probably as a partner with others (at first), and he
prospered. ’

In Salem, the Crowninshields, led by brother Jacob, were especially
successful, as their holdings rose from three vessels in 1800 to several in
1803. Their bailiwick, the Derby Street district, seemed almost to be a
foreign country: in the stores, parrots chattered and monkeys cavorted, and
from the warehouses wafted the exotic aromas of Sumatran spices and
Arabian coffee beans. From the wharves were carted all manner of strange
fruits and blue and red patterned china and piles of gorgeous silks and
figured cloths. The greatest of the Salem merchants at this time was
William “Billy” Gray, who owned 36 large vessels—15 ships, 7 barks, 13
brigs, 1 schooner—by 1808. Salem was then still a town, and a small one
by our standards, with a total population of about 9,500 in 1800. Its politics
were fierce, and polarized everything. The two factions attended separate
churches, held separate parades, and supported separate schools, military
companies, and newspapers. Salem’s merchants resided mainly on two
streets: Washington (which ended in a wharf on the Inner Harbor, and,
above Essex, had the Town House in the middle) and Essex (particularly
between what are now Hawthorne Boulevard and North Street). The East
Parish (Derby Street area) was for the seafaring families, shipmasters,
sailors, and fishermen. In the 1790s, Federal Street, known as New Street,



had more empty lots than fine houses. Chestnut Street did not exist: its site
was a meadow. The Common was not yet Washington Square, and was
covered with hillocks, small ponds and swamps, utility buildings, and the
alms-house. As the 19" century advanced, Salem’s commercial prosperity
would sweep almost all of the great downtown houses away (the brick
Joshua Ward house, built 1784, is a notable exception).

The town’s merchants were among the wealthiest in the country, and, in
Samuel Mclntire, they had a local architect who could help them realize
their desires for large and beautiful homes in the latest style. While a few of
the many new houses went up in the old Essex-Washington Street axis,
most were erected on or near Washington Square or in the Federalist “west
end” (Chestnut, Federal, and upper Essex Streets). The architectural style
(called “Federal” today) had been developed by the Adam brothers in
England and featured fanlight doorways, palladian windows, elongated
pilasters and columns, and large windows. It was introduced to New
England by Charles Bulfinch in 1790. The State House in Boston was his
first institutional composition; and soon Beacon Hill was being built up
with handsome residences in the Bulfinch manner.

Samuel Mclntire (1757-1811), who was self-educated and who made his
living primarily as a wood-carver and carpenter, was quick to adapt the
Bulfinch style to Salem’s larger lots. Mclntire’s first local composition, the
Jerathmeel Peirce house (on Federal Street), contrasts with his later
Adamesque designs. In place of walls of wood paneling, there now
appeared plastered expanses painted in bright colors or covered in bold
wallpapers. The Adam style put a premium on handsome casings and
carvings of central interior features such door-caps and chimney-pieces
(MclIntire’s specialty). On the exterior, the Adam style included elegant
fences; and the houses were often built of brick, with attenuated porticoes
and, in the high style, string courses, swagged panels, and even two-story
pilasters. The best example of the new style was the Elias Hasket Derby
house, co-designed by Bulfinch and Mclntire, and built on Essex Street in
1797-8 (demolished in 1815), on the site of today’s Town House Square.

A new bank, the Salem Bank, was formed in 1803, and there were two
insurance companies and several societies and associations. The fierce
politics and commercial rivalries continued. The ferment of the times is
captured in the diary of Rev. William Bentley, bachelor minister of Salem’s
East Church and editor of the Register newspaper. His diary is full of
references to the civic and commercial doings of the town, and to the lives
and behaviors of all classes of society. He had high hopes for the future of a
republican America, with well educated citizens. He observed and fostered
the transition in Salem, and wrote in his diary (2 Dec. 1806), “While Salem




was under the greatest aristocracy in New England, few men thought, and
the few directed the many. Now the aristocracy is gone and the many
govern. It is plain it must require considerable time to give common
knowledge to the people.” On Union Street, not far from Bentley’s church,
on the fourth of July, 1804, was born a boy who would grow up to eclipse
all sons of Salem in the eyes of the world: Nathaniel Hawthorne, whose
father would die of fever while on a voyage to the Caribbean in 1808. This
kind of untimely death was all too typical of Salem’s young seafarers, who
fell prey to malaria and other diseases of the Caribbean and Pacific tropics.

In 1806 the Derbys extended their wharf far out into the harbor, tripling its
previous length. This they did to create more space for warehouses and
ship-berths in the deeper water, at just about the time that the
Crowninshields had built their great India Wharf at the foot of now-Webb
Street. The other important wharves were Forrester’s (now Central, just
west of Derby Wharf), and Union Wharf at the foot of Union Street; and
then, father to the west, a number of smaller wharves extended into the
South River (filled in during the late 1800s), all the way to the foot of
Washington Street. Each had a warehouse or two, and shops for artisans
(coopers, blockmakers, joiners, etc.). The waterfront between Union Street
and Washington Street also had lumber yards and several ship chandleries
and distilleries, with a Market House at the foot of Central Street, below the
Custom House. The wharves and streets were crowded with shoppers,
gawkers, hawkers, sailors, artisans (“mechanics”), storekeepers, and
teamsters; and just across the way, on Stage Point along the south bank of
the South River, wooden barks and brigs and ships were being built in the
shipyards.

Salem’s boom came to an end with a crash in January, 1808, when
Jefferson and the Congress imposed an embargo on all shipping in hopes of
forestalling war with Britain. The Embargo, which was widely opposed in
New England, proved futile and nearly ruinous in Salem, where commerce
ceased. As a hotbed of Democratic-Republicanism, Salem’s East Parish
and its seafarers, led by the Crowninshields, loyally supported the Embargo
until it was lifted in spring, 1809. Shunned by the other Salem merchants
for his support of the Embargo, the eminent Billy Gray took his large fleet
of ships—fully one-third of Salem’s tonnage—and moved to Boston,
whose commerce was thereby much augmented. Gray’s removal eliminated
a huge amount of Salem wealth, shipping, import-export cargos, and local
employment. Gray soon switched from the Federalist party, and was elected
Lt. Governor under Gov. Elbridge Gerry, a native of Marblehead.
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Salem resumed its seafaring commerce for three years, but still the British
preyed on American shipping; and in June, 1812, war was declared against
Britain. Although the merchants had tried to prevent the war, when it came,
Salem swiftly fitted out 40 privateers manned by Marblehead and Salem
crews, who also served on U.S. Navy vessels, including the frigate
Constitution. Many more local vessels could have been sent against the
British, but some of the Federalist merchants held them back. In addition,
Salem fielded companies of infantry and artillery. Salem and Marblehead
privateers were largely successful in making prizes of British supply
vessels. While many of the town’s men were wounded in engagements,
and some were killed, the possible riches of privateering kept the men
returning to sea as often as possible. The first prizes were captured by a 30-
ton converted fishing schooner, the Fame, and by a 14-ton luxury yacht
fitted with one gun, the Jefferson. Of all Salem privateers, the
Crowninshields’ 350-ton ship America was most successful: she captured
30-plus prizes worth more than $1,100,000.

Salem erected forts and batteries on its Neck, to discourage the British
warships that cruised these waters. On land, the war went poorly for the
United States, as the British captured Washington, DC, and burned the
Capitol and the White House. Along the western frontier, U.S. forces were
successful against the weak English forces; and, as predicted by many, the
western expansionists had their day. At sea, as time wore on, Salem vessels
were captured, and its men imprisoned or killed. After almost three years,
the war was bleeding the town dry. Hundreds of Salem men and boys were
in British prison-ships and at Dartmoor Prison in England. At the Hartford
Convention in 1814, New England Federalist delegates met to consider
what they could do to bring the war to a close and to restore the region’s
commerce. Sen. Timothy Pickering of Salem led the extreme Federalists in
proposing a series of demands which, if not met by the federal government,
could lead to New England’s seceding from the United States; but the
Pickering faction was countered by Harrison G. Otis of Boston and the
moderate Federalists, who prevailed in sending a moderate message to
Congress. '

At last, in February, 1815, peace was restored. In November, 1815, William
pickman, uncle of the William Pickman in Boston, and former resident in
the Toppan house, died at the age of sixty-eight.

Post-war, the Salem merchants rebuilt their fleets and resumed their
worldwide trade, slowly at first, and then to great effect. Many new
partnerships were formed. The pre-war partisan politics of the town were
" not resumed post-war, as the middle-class “mechanics” (artisans) became
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more powerful and brought about civic harmony, largely through the Salem
Charitable Mechanic Association (founded 1817).

William Pickman, in Boston, was, no doubt, a frequent visitor in salem, and
much attached to his family. He had never married, but he had amassed an
impressive fortune. In 1813 and before, his office was situated at 48 India
Wharf, Boston (per directories); and soon after the War of 1812 he was
joined (by 1816) on the wharf (but not in his business) by Benjamin T.
Pickman, his nephew, who was in business with John W. Rogers (also
originally of Salem) as Pickman & Rogers, which soon became Pickman,
Rogers & Co. (William Lander was a new partner). William Pickman
evidently closed his Boston business in 1819, and retired to Salem to enjoy
the many attractions and the interesting society of his home town.

Pickman’s father, Benjamin, died on 12 May 1819. Later in the year, he
was followed into the grave by Rev. William Bentley, keen observer and
active citizen during Salem’s time of greatest prosperity and fiercest
political divisions. In that year, too, a new U.S. Custom House was built on
the site of the George Crowninshield mansion, at the head of Derby Wharf.
Into the 1820s foreign trade continued prosperous; and new markets were
opened with Madagascar (1820), which supplied tallow and ivory, and
Zanzibar (1825), whence came coffee, ivory, and gum copal, used to make
varnish. This opened a huge and lucrative trade in which Salem dominated,
and its vessels thus gained access to all of the east African ports.

The William Pickman House, built 1823.

As has been mentioned, William Pickman resided in the old house here
(#328) after the death of his father Benjamin. His mother, Polly, had died in
1817, owning this property. The 1820 census (p. 100) shows that William
Pickman, 46, resided here (in the old Toppan mansion) in a household that
included himself, two young men, two young women (perhaps servants),
and two women aged 26-45, one of whom was likely his sister Rawlins.

-William Pickman had the new house built, in the highest style, in 1823, and
moved in with his sister and their servants in 1824. He was welcome
everywhere in Salem: a sensible, wealthy, intelligent fellow, modest and
pleasant, he was recruited to serve on the boards of banks and insurance
companies and charitable organizations. He did not actively participate in
business, and did not have to, for he had made himself independently
wealthy while in business in Boston.
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Salem’s general maritime foreign commerce fell off sharply in the late
1820s. Imports in Salem ships were supplanted by the goods that were now
being produced in great quantities in America. The interior of the country
was being opened for settlement, and some Salemites moved away. To the
north, the falls of the Merrimack River powered large new textile mills
(Lowell was founded in 1823), which created great wealth for their
investors; and in general it seemed that the tide of opportunity was ebbing
away from Salem. To stem the flow of talent from the town and to harness
its potential water power for manufacturing, Salem’s merchants and
capitalists banded together in 1826 to raise the money to dam the North
River for industrial power, but the effort failed, and caused several leading
citizens to move to Boston, the hub of investment in the new economy.

In 1830 occurred a horrifying crime that brought disgrace to Salem. Old
Capt. Joseph White, a wealthy merchant, resided in the house now called
the Gardner-Pingree house, on Essex Street. One night, intruders broke into
his mansion and stabbed him to death. Terrified, the people of Salem
locked their doors and kept on guard against murderous thugs; but the killer
turned out to be a Crowninshield (a son of one of the five brothers) hired by
Capt. White’s own relatives, Capt. Joe Knapp and his brother Frank, who
had hoped to inherit his money. Crowninshield killed himself in jail, and
the Knapp brothers were executed. The results of the investigation and trial
uncovered much that was lurid, and more respectable families quit the now-
notorious town. William Pickman, far removed from all of this, remained
here. In 1831 his homestead was valued at $10,000 and his personal
property at $75,000 (see 1831 valuations). The back lot of his homestead,
fronting northerly on Federal Street, he leased out to Henry K. Oliver, who
evidently built his school-house thereupon, and conducted one of Salem’s
notable private schools there for at least ten years (see Wm Pickman papers,
PEM, Box 2).

Salem had not prepared for the industrial age, and had few natural
advantages. The North River served not to power factories but mainly to
flush the waste from the 25 tanneries that had set up along its banks. As the
decade wore on, and the new railroads and canals, all running and flowing
to Boston from points north, west, and south, diverted both capital and
trade away from the coast. Salem’s remaining merchants took their equity
out of local wharves and warehouses and ships and put it into the stock of
manufacturing and transportation companies. Some merchants did not
make the transition, and were ruined. Old-line areas of work, like rope-
making, sail-making, and ship chandleries, gradually declined and
disappeared. Salem slumped badly, but, despite all, the voters decided to
charter their town as a city in 1836—the third city to be formed in the state,
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behind Boston and Lowell. City Hall was built 1837-8 and the city seal
was adopted with an already-anachronistic Latin motto of “to the farthest
port of the rich East”—a far cry from “Go West, young man!” The Panic of
1837, a brief, sharp, nationwide economic depression, caused even more
Salem families to head west in search of fortune and a better future.

In 1836, William Pickman served as a director of the Salem Turnpike &
Chelsea Bridge Corporation and of the Salem Iron Factory Company,
among other enterprises and institutions (see 1837 directory). He was a
member of the North Church, whose meeting house stood at North and
Lynde Streets. In the summer of 1834 the proprietors decided to buy a new
site and have a new church built. William Pickman, one of the largest
share-holders with ten shares (worth $1000)—Joseph Peabody, the eminent
merchant, held 25 shares—and his sister, Rawlins (who held two shares),
agreed with the rest, and a new lot was purchased nearby on Essex Street,
to the east of the Ropes house (ED 291:248); and a new meeting house, ins
tone Gothic style, was erected for their society, which afterward merged
with the society of the First Church.

Throughout the 1830s, the leaders of Salem scrambled to re-invent an
economy for their fellow citizens, many of whom were mariners without
much sea-faring to do. Ingenuity, ambition, and hard work would have to
carry the day. One inspiration was the Salem Laboratory, Salem’s first
science-based manufacturing enterprise, founded in 1813 to produce
chemicals. At the plant built in 1818 in North Salem on the North River, the
production of alum and blue vitriol was a specialty; and it proved a very
successful business. Salem’s whale-fishery led to the manufacturing of
high-quality candles at Stage Point, along with machine oils. The candles
proved very popular. Lead-manufacturing began in the 1820s, and grew
large after 1830, when Wyman’s gristmills on the Forest River, at the head
of Salem Harbor, were retooled for making high-quality white lead and
sheet lead. These enterprises were a start toward taking Salem in a new
~ direction. In 1838 the Eastern Rail Road, headquartered in Salem, began
operating between Boston and Salem, which gave the local people a direct
route to the region’s largest market. The new railroad tracks ran right over
the middle of the Mill Pond; the tunnel under Washington Street was built
in 1839; and the line was extended to Newburyport in 1840.

In the face of these changes, some members of Salem’s waning merchant
class continued to pursue their sea-borne businesses into the 1840s; but it
was an ebb tide, with unfavorable winds. Boston, transformed into a
modern mega-port with efficient railroad and highway distribution to all
markets, had subsumed virtually all foreign trade other than Salem’s
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continuing commerce with Zanzibar. The sleepy waterfront at Derby
Wharf, with an occasional arrival from Africa and regular visits from
schooners carrying wood from Nova Scotia, is depicted in 1850 by
Hawthorne in his mean-spirited “introductory section’ to The Scarlet
Letter, which he began while working in the Custom House.

Although Hawthorne had no interest in describing it, Salem’s
transformation did occur in the 1840s, as more industrial methods and
machines were introduced, and many new companies in new lines of
business arose. The Gothic symbol of Salem’s new industrial economy was
the large twin-towered granite train station—the “stone depot”—smoking
and growling with idling locomotives. It stood on filled-in land at the foot
of Washington Street, where the merchants’ wharves had been; and from it
the trains carried many valuable products as well as passengers. The
tanning and curing of leather was very important in Salem by the mid-
1800s. On and near Boston Street, along the upper North River, there were
41 tanneries in 1844, and 85 in 1850, employing 550 hands. The leather
business would continue to grow in importance throughout the 1800s. In
1846 the Naumkeag Steam Cotton Company completed the construction at
Stage Point of the largest factory building in the United States, 60° wide by
400’ long. It was an immediate success, and hundreds of people found
employment there, many of them living in tenements built nearby. It too
benefited from the Zanzibar and Africa trade, as it produced light cotton
cloth for use in the tropics. Also in the 1840s, a new method was introduced
to make possible high-volume industrial shoe production. In Lynn, the
factory system was perfected, and that city became the nation’s leading
shoe producer. Salem had shoe factories too, and attracted shoe workers
from outlying towns and the countryside. Even the population began to
transform, as hundreds of Irish families, fleeing the Famine in Ireland,
settled in Salem and gave the industrialists a big pool of cheap labor.

In the 1840s, William and Rawlins Pickman resided here, with servants and
others to keep house. In 1844, Charles Stone, 23, a laborer, was the chief
hired man residing here and working for the Pickmans (see 1844 Street
Book); he would move to lower Essex Street by 1845 (see 1846 Directory).
By 1847 the other man living here with the Pickmans was John Walch (see
1848 Street Book, 328 Essex Street). Mr. “Walch” was, perhaps, the same
John Walsh who was a noted schoolmaster in Salem for some years, and
the son of Michael Walsh, a graduate of Trinity College in Ireland who had
come to Salem in the 1780s, taught school, and moved on to Newburyport,
where, among other achievements, he wrote a famous book on commercial
accounting and mathematics.

In 1850 (per census), the household here consisted of Wm Pickman, 75,
merchant ($31,200), L. Rawlins Pickman, 65 ($400), and their employees,
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Michael Gleason, 30, Eliza Ryan, 25, and Willifred Burke, 25, all born in
Ireland (1850 census, w4, h.522). The years passed, and Mr. Pickman grew
very old. He was visited frequently by relatives. By 1856, his niece, the
daughter of a deceased brother (Dr. Thomas Pickman, who died in 1816),
Mary, had married George B. Loring, who had been appointed postmaster;
and the Lorings lived in a house at 314 Essex with Mrs. Loring’s mother,
the widow Mrs. Sophia Palmer Pickman. Mr. Pickman managed his
investments astutely, and was a rentier of some buildings inherited from his
father, located on Charter Street, Fish Street, and a lot on Pleasant Street
(see Wm. Pickman papers, PEM, Box 2)

At some point, evidently, Mr. Pickman transferred ownership of the house
and land here to his sister, Miss Rawlins Pickman, subject to devises in his
will.

William Pickman died on May 1, 1857, in his 83rd year. Various obituaries
were written about his sterling qualities. The Essex Institute published a
notice: “William Pickman, son of Benjamin Pickman & Mary Toppan, born
25 June 1774. In early life he was a merchant in Boston—for many years
he has lived in his native place, not immediately engaged in the active
duties of life. He was an upright merchant, abounding in commercial
integrity, an eminent citizen, though of modest pretensions, and faithful in
all his duties. He died on Friday morning, May 1, 1857.” (EIHC 2:178).

In a newspaper, this notice ran: “The venerable William Pickman, Esq.,
who died on May 1 at the age of 82, was a man of wealth and rare intrinsic
worth: an honorable merchant, of an honorable race, upright and
benevolent, abounding in commercial information and various knowledge
with clear and enlightened views of public affairs and the great interests of
the country. An eminent citizen, though of modest pretensions, faithful in
all his duties and relations to society, civil, social, and religious, and as
deeply interested in the public welfare as he was strongly attached to
private life... His memory, so blest, cannot fail to console those who are
most severely bereaved by his death.” (Salem Observer, 9 May 1857).

William Pickman’s will was put through probate; and his personal property
was found to total $127,578.71 (#50225, 2 June 1857, testate, will 419:141,
inventory 214:373). His sister, the new owner, invited the Lorings and Mrs.
Sophia Pickman to come live with her, and they did, buy 1858 (see 1859
directory).

Salem’s growth continued through the 1850s, as business and industries
expanded, the population swelled, new churches (e.g. Immaculate
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Conception, 1857) were started, new working-class neighborhoods were
developed (especially in North Salem and South Salem, off Boston Street,
and along the Mill Pond behind the Broad Street graveyard), and new
schools, factories, and stores were built. A second, larger, factory building
for the Naumkeag Steam Cotton Company was added in 1859, down at
Stage Point, where a new Methodist Church went up, and many neat
homes, boarding-houses, and stores were erected along the streets between
Lafayette and Congress. The tanning business continued to boom, as better
and larger tanneries were built along Boston Street and Mason Street; and
subsidiary industries sprang up as well, most notably the J.M. Anderson
glue-works on the Turnpike (Highland Avenue).

As it re-established itself as an economic powerhouse, Salem took a strong
interest in national politics. It was primarily Republican, and strongly anti-
slavery, with its share of outspoken abolitionists, led by Charles Remond, a
passionate speaker who came from one of the city’s notable black families.
At its Lyceum (on Church Street) and in other venues, plays and shows
were put on, but cultural lectures and political speeches were given too.

By 1860, with the election of Abraham Lincoln, it was clear that the
Southern states would secede from the union; and Salem, which had done
so much to win the independence of the nation, was ready to go to war to
force others to remain a part of it. In that year (census)...

The Civil War began in April, 1861, and went on for four years, during
which hundreds of Salem men served in the army and navy, and many were

-killed or died of disease or abusive treatment while imprisoned. Hundreds
more suffered wounds, or broken health. The people of Salem contributed
greatly to efforts to alleviate the suffering of the soldiers, sailors, and their
families; and there was great celebration when the war finally ended in the
spring of 1865, just as President Lincoln was assassinated. The four years
of bloodshed and warfare were over; the slaves were free; a million men
were dead; the union was preserved and the South was under martial rule.
Salem, with many wounded soldiers and grieving families, welcomed the
coming of peace.

Through the 1860s, Salem pursued manufacturing, especially of leather and
shoes and textiles. The managers and capitalists tended to build their new,
grand houses along Lafayette Street (these houses may still be seen, south
of Roslyn Street; many are in the French Second Empire style, with
mansard roofs). A third factory building for the Naumkeag Steam Cotton
Company was built in 1865.
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By then, the Lorings were the owners of the Pickman homestead. In
August, 1861, for $6000, some of the devisees in William Pickman’s will
sold to trustees (of Mrs. Mary. T. Loring) their right in the homestead (ED
627:119). Mary’s mother, Mrs. Sophia Pickman, died in 1863 (probate
50224, 6 Jan. 1863); and Miss Love Rawlins Pickman, the residual owner,
died on Nov. 1, 1863 (probate 50222, 5 Jan. 1864, 50222, will 423:17,
inventory 237:695, $15,400 r.e. and $79,117 p.e.)

George B. Loring (1817-1891) and wife Mary T. Pickman (they wed on 6
Nov. 1851) lived here with their daughter Sallie (a daughter Mary died
young). Dr. Loring’s long and distinguished career may be traced in the
appended materials (one article is less than just to him, in its focus on his
dealings regarding property rather than his many public contributions). He
was the son of Sally Pickman (Osgood) Loring, and himself a great-
grandson of Col. Benjamin Pickman. A physician at first in Boston, then a
post-master in Salem (1853-1858), he was a strong Democrat and served as
state representative and state senator (president of the Senate) from Salem,
founded the New England Agricultural Society, and served as a
Congressman (1876-1879), federal agricultural commissioner, and
ambassador to Portugal (his cousin Charlotte Osgood was married to Moses
T. Stevens, also a Congressman). He had many talents, and was an author
and journalist (see sample article attached) and a prominent agriculturalist
who operated the Pickman Farm, toward Swampscott, as something of a
model farm (Loring Avenue is named for him). He enlarged this house
(probably added the port-cochere etc., and back rooms), remodeled some
parts of the interior and introduced modern appliances and bathrooms, but
in general he showed admirable restraint and preserved the beautiful
original features from the days of William Pickman.

In 1870 Salem received its last cargo from Zanzibar, thus ending a once-
important trade. By then, a new Salem & New York freight steamboat line
was in operation. Seven years later, with the arrival of a vessel from
Cayenne, Salem’s foreign trade came to an end. After that, “the
merchandise warehouses on-the wharves no longer contained silks from
India, tea from China, pepper from Sumatra, coffee from Arabia, spices
from Batavia, gum-copal from Zanzibar, hides from Africa, and the various
other products of far-away countries. The boys have ceased to watch on the
Neck for the incoming vessels, hoping to earn a reward by being the first to
announce to the expectant merchant the safe return of his looked-for vessel.
The foreign commerce of Salem, once her pride and glory, has spread its
white wings and sailed away forever” (Rev. George Bachelder in History of
Essex County, 11 65).
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Salem was now so densely built-up that a general conflagration was always
a possibility, as in Boston, when, on Nov. 9, 1872, the financial and
manufacturing district of the city burned up. Salem continued to prosper in
the 1870s, carried forward by the leather-making business. In 1874 the city
was visited by a tornado and shaken by a minor earthquake. In the
following year, the large Pennsylvania Pier (site of the present coal-fired
harborside electrical generating plant) was completed to begin receiving
large shipments of coal. Beyond it, at Juniper Point, a new owner began
subdividing the old Allen farmlands into a new development called Salem
Willows and Juniper Point. In the U.S. centennial year, 1876, A.G. Bell of
Salem announced that he had discovered a way to transmit voices over
telegraph wires.

In this decade, French-Canadian families began coming to work in Salem’s
mills and factories, and more houses and tenements were built. The better-
off workers bought portions of older houses or built small homes for their
families in the outlying sections of the city; and by 1879 the Naumkeag
Steam Cotton mills would employ 1200 people and produce annually
nearly 15 million yards of cloth. Shoe-manufacturing businesses expanded
in the 1870s, and 40 shoe factories were employing 600-plus operatives.
Tanning, in both Salem and Peabody, remained a very important industry,
and employed hundreds of breadwinners. On Boston Street in 1879, the
Arnold tannery caught fire and burned down.

- By 1880-(per-census, ward-four;- house-177) the household-here consisted of —

George B. Loring, 62, Member of Congress, daughter Sallie P., 20; servants
Michael Daly & Honora Daly, 49 & 50, both born in Ireland (and illiterate)
and Annie Hallahan, 27. After the death of his wife Mary he married,
second, Mrs. Anna (Smith) Hildreth.

In the 1880s and 1890s, Salem kept building infrastructure; and new
businesses arose, and established businesses expanded. Retail stores
prospered; horse-drawn trolleys ran every which-way; and machinists,
carpenters, millwrights, and other specialists all thrived. In 1880, Salem’s
manufactured goods were valued at about $8.4 million, of which leather
accounted for nearly half. In the summer of 1886, the Knights of Labor
brought a strike against the manufacturers for a ten-hour day and other
concessions; but the manufacturers imported labor from Maine and Canada,
and kept going. The strikers held out, and there was violence in the streets,
and even rioting; but the owners prevailed, and many of the defeated
workers lost their jobs and suffered, with their families, through a bitter
winter.
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By the mid-1880s, Salem’s cotton-cloth mills at the Point employed 1400
people who produced about 19 million yards annually, worth about $1.5
million. The city’s large shoe factories stood downtown behind the stone
depot and on Dodge and Lafayette Streets. A jute bagging company
prospered with plants on Skerry Street and English Street; its products were
sent south to be used in cotton-baling. Salem factories also produced lead,
paint, and oil. At the Eastern Railroad yard on Bridge Street, cars were
repaired and even built new. In 1887 the streets were first lit with
electricity, replacing gas-light. The gas works, which had stood on Northey
Street, was moved to a larger site on Bridge Street in 1888, opposite the
Beverly Shore.

On Sept. 14, 1891, George B. Loring died. He had been one of the great
men of his day in Salem, and was honored by his fellow citizens. He no
longer owned this house at the time, for in May, 1885, he had sold the
premises to Mrs. Mary Jane (“Jennie M.”) (Bertram) Emmerton, wife of
George R. Emmerton (ED 1149:140,140). The sale price was $15,000. The
lot fronted 97° on Essex Street, and ran back about 300° to land of Shreve.

Mr. Emmerton, a prominent businessman and bank president served as a
city alderman. He and Mrs. Emmerton resided here, and had two daughters
Mrs. George B. Shattuck and Miss Caroline O. Emmerton, the
philanthropist and founder of the House of Seven Gables Settlement House
and historic-buildings complex. Right away, in 1885, the Emmertons hired
Arthur Little (1852-1925) as their architect, to remodel the Pickman-Loring
house. He did so, adding columns and rooms in back, and remodeling some
of the interiors, without intruding unduly on the beautiful work done for
William Pickman. He evidently designed the port-cochere at the side
entrance; and he remodeled the front entrance with new fanlight and
sidelights (see John V. Goff, Salem As Architectural Mecca, pp. 196-7, in
the book Salem: Place, Myth, and Memory, 2004).

The Emmertons resided here for many years, and made many contributions
to the life of Salem. George predeceased Jennie, who died while on-a visit
to Petersham, NH, aged 75 years, on August 15, 1912 (see appended
obituary). The ownership of the house descended to their daughters, and
Miss Caroline Emmerton resided here.

Salem continued as a manufacturing center past the turn of the century.
More factories and more people required more space for buildings, more
roads, and more storage areas. This space was created by filling in rivers,
harbors, and ponds. The once-broad North River was filled from both
shores, and became a canal along Bridge Street above the North Bridge.
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The large and beautiful Mill Pond, which occupied the whole area between
the present Jefferson Avenue, Canal Street, and Loring Avenue, finally
vanished beneath streets, storage areas, junk-yards, rail-yards, and parking
lots. The South River, too, with its epicenter at Central Street (that’s why
there was a Custom House built there in 1805) disappeared under the
pavement of Riley Plaza and New Derby Street, and some of its old
wharves were joined together with much in-fill and turned into coal-yards
and lumber-yards. Only a canal was left, running in from Derby and
Central Wharves to Lafayette Street.

Salem kept growing. The Canadians were followed in the early 20" century
by large numbers of Polish and Ukrainian families, who settled primarily in
the Derby Street neighborhood. By the eve of World War One, Salem was
a bustling, polyglot city that supported large department stores and large
factories of every description. People from the surrounding towns, and
Marblehead in particular, came to Salem to do their shopping; and its
handsome government buildings, as befit the county seat, were busy with
conveyances of land, lawsuits, and probate proceedings. The city’s politics
were lively, and its economy was strong.

On June 25, 1914, in the morning, in Blubber Hollow (Boston Street
opposite Federal), a fire started in one of Salem’s fire-prone wooden
tanneries. This fire soon consumed the building and raced out of control,
for the west wind was high and the season had been dry. The next building
_caught fire, and the next, and-out-of Blubber Hollow the fire-roared -
easterly, a monstrous front of flame and smoke, wiping out the houses of
Boston Street, Essex Street, and upper Broad Street, and then sweeping
through Hathorne, Winthrop, Endicott, and other residential streets. Men
and machines could not stop it: the enormous fire crossed over into South
Salem and destroyed the neighborhoods west of Lafayette Street, then
devoured the mansions of Lafayette Street itself, and raged onward into the
tenement district. Despite the combined efforts of heroic fire crews from
many towns and cities, the fire overwhelmed everything in its path: it
smashed into the large factory buildings of the Naumkeag Steam Cotton
Company (Congress Street), which exploded in an inferno; and it rolled
down Lafayette Street and across the water to Derby Street. There, just
beyond Union Street, after a 13-hour rampage, the monster died, having
consumed 250 acres, 1600 houses, and 41 factories, and leaving three dead
and thousands homeless. Some people had insurance, some did not; all
received much support and generous donations from all over the country
and the world (no doubt Miss Caroline Emmerton was a major contributor
of charitable relief to those who were displaced). It was one of the greatest
urban disasters in the history of the United States, and the people of Salem
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would take years to recover from it. Eventually, they did, and many of the
former houses and businesses were rebuilt; and several urban-renewal
projects (including Hawthorne Boulevard, which involved removing old
houses and widening old streets) were put into effect.

By the 1920s, Salem was once again a thriving city; and its tercentenary in
1926 was a time of great celebration. The Depression hit in 1929, and
continued through the 1930s. Salem, the county seat and regional retail
center, gradually rebounded, and prospered after World War II through the
1950s and into the 1960s. General Electric, Sylvania, Parker Brothers,
Pequot Mills (formerly Naumkeag Steam Cotton Co.), Almy’s department
store, various other large-scale retailers, and Beverly’s United Shoe
Machinery Company were all major local employers. Then the arrival of
suburban shopping malls and the relocation of manufacturing businesses
took their toll, as they have with many other cities. More than most, Salem
has navigated its way forward into the present with success, trading on its
share of notoriety arising from the witch trials, but also from its history as a
great seaport and as the home of Bowditch, MclIntire, Bentley, Story, and
Hawthorne. Most of all, it remains a city where the homes of the old-time
merchants, mariners, and mill-operatives are all honored as a large part of
what makes Salem different from any other place.

—~Robert Booth for Historic Salem, Inc., 11 March 2005
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 Glossary & Sources

A figure like (ED 123:45) refers to book 123, pﬁge 45, Essex South registry of Deeds,
Federal Street, Salem.

A figure like (#12345) refers to Essex Probate case 12345, on file at the Essex Probate
Court, Federal Street, Salem, or on microfilm at Mass. Archives, Boston, or at the Peabody

Essex Museum’s Phillips Library, Salem.

MSSRW refers to the multi-volume compendium, Mass. Soldiers & Sailors in the
Revolutionary War, available at the Salem Public Library among other places.

MSSCRW refers te the multi-volume compendium, Mass. Soldiers, Sailors, & Marines in '
the Civil War, available at the Salem Public Library among ether places.

EIHC refers to the Essex Institute Historical Collections (discontinued), a multi-volume set
(first volume published in 1859) of data and articles about Essex County. The indices of
the EIHC have been consulted regarding many of the people associated with this house.

The six-volume published Salem Vital records (marriages, births, and deaths through
1849) have been consulted, as have the Salem Directory and later Naumkeag Directory,
which have information about residents and their addresses, etc.

Sidney Perley’s three-volume History of Salem, 1626-1716 has been conshlted as has the
four-volume William Bentley’s Diary, J. Duncan Phllhps’ books, some newspaper
obituaries, and other sources.

Salem real estate valuations, and, where applicable, Salem Street Books have also been
consulted, as have genealogies.

There is much more material available about Salem and its history; and the reader is
encouraged to make his or her own discoveries.

--Robert Booth
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BEZALEEL ' TOPPAN 127

126 CLASS OF 1722

; long to do something that may be Serviceable to others; You know
have always had full Employ, I abhor Idleness, I wish that a Door may
¥ be open’d that I may lay out the small Talents God has bestow’d upon
me in His Service — I beg the Favor of you to inquire of the Memb
of the Congress, if they know of any Town that is destitute of a Schog
Master, you know that I am capable of Instructing Youth not only
the Languages but also in Writing & Arithmetick etc. I must as soon 2
possible do something to Support my Family, the small matter in Money

I had by me will soon be gone. ... . If there is any thing you can thin
of, thatX[

BEZALEEL TOPPAN

RezaLeeL Toppan, a Salem physician, was born at Newbury on
Varch 7, 1704/ 5, the third son of the Reverend Christopher (a.B.
1601) and Sarah (Angier) Toppan. At college he waited on the

tellows’ table and joined heartily in the riot with which his class ¥
Jebrated the end of their four years. In 1725 he returned to take
econd degree, preéenting an argument to the effect that “Omnes
minationes sunt Conditionales.” '

n the spring of 1726 Toppan participated in the founding of
Periacook, now Concord, New Hampshire. Tradition relates that
der a great tree he preached the first sermon to the gathered
rs: Despite his investment as a proprietor of Penacook, he
' did not receive or did not accept a call to the ministry there.
, falljgf 1727 he was an unsuccessful candidate at Topsfield.
e ls(iilcc:e:s £l competitor, Benjamin Bradstreet !i(A.B. 1725),
5 yglecfded riot 0 accept, the church and town united in giving
Bpan & (':aill'," but, “ndtv“zithstandiflig‘ the Last vote tﬁe’ Town for

"iRlea‘sl)fns'D'id Dedline sending a Committee to the said Mr i
: n” 3 Aftet some dickering with Jacob Eliot (a.B. 1720) the '
own, mMay, 1728, called Toppan by “a great Majority of votes”;
jiit again nothing came of it. '

Having reached the age of twenty-three, Toppan knew that his
ces of obtaining a good church were gone, so he settled in Salem
physician. On June 27, 1734, he married Mary, daughter of
6lonel Thomas and Mary (Willoughby) Barton. After some fif-
h'years in the practice of medicine Toppan began to engage in
ercantile pursuits” as a method of investing his savings. He
bwned a small shop which carried apothecary’s goods and every-
thing else from wine to soap, and he owned the greater part of the
rigantine Sally, which was engaged in the West Indies trade. By
iilieritance he acquired the family quarrel with his classmate Wil-
}g’,’m Vaughan over Damariscotta lands, which, .With other legal
disputes, kept him in court much of the time. ‘His Bostqn apothe-
iry: testified in’ one of these cases that Toppan was “the! Greatest
0 u;e ‘ilpol‘ | Earth.”.#. If:so, that distinction passed to élome\one else
g ‘g;i?ycgffésfzﬁghﬁ:lé,iﬁﬁlI(;fzflie Clerk of the Sufficlk Supreme Court, 51,009,

1

can do if never so mean an Office, Im quite willing to do it.¢

Sweetser was distressed at the prospect of laying his bones elsewherg
than in his beloved Charlestown and he returned to the ruined
village as soon as circumstances permitted. There his neighbor
“looked up to him for advice and assistance, as did:the Jews.
Nehemiah after their return from captivity.” § According to fa
ily tradition he died sitting comfortably in. his{accistomed chair o}
January,-x5,f%1778.6f AR I L T . L s i

- 1Seth Sweetser had :“a mind’haturally. strong: ;.. with la larp;
stock of ancient and modern:léarning”:and “a remarkable 'i faculf
L ' of communicating his ideas.” His success as a|teacher Was rttest
3 “by the many shining characters; both in church and'state’
formed under his tuition.” j

y e . ¢
KRR R

With an heart susceptible of all the warmth and tenderness of frie
ship, he possessed an openess of temper which demanded esteem and?
confidence upon the first acquaintance; havingihad large opportunities ¢
acquiring anecdotes concerning first characters upon the ancient andl
modern stage, joined to an extensive knowledge of books and of th
human heart; his conversation was agreeable to all, and the hours spen
by his friends in his company, were esteemed among the most pleasan
and profitable .of their lives. Inoffensive and benevolent in his disposi
tion, prudent and circumspect in his conversation, Master Sweetser . .’
-never had an enemy. His sacred regard to the religion of the Redeeme
rendered him careful to perform with exactness, punctuality, and cheai;

fulness, every duty incumbent upon him.” i

His estate, other than the Pemaquid property, which was of chy;;
doubtful value, came to only £665.2 His widow lived until Sep
tember 21, 1800.9 S ‘

s, % Frothingham Mss. (M. H. §8.), July 4, 1775. ‘ '
" '# Boston Gagette, Feb. 23, 1778, . L R
“8 7. L. SiBIEY, Ms. Colls. (FL. U. A.): ~ <7 Boston Gazette, Feb. 23, 1778

8 Middlesex Probate Records, LVIIT, 428~9; LIX, 2434 I ! R

_ 9 For the children, see Thomas B. Wyman, Genealogies and Estates of Charle
town (Boston, 1879). i ‘
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0 igiﬁ,‘énd% i)urp(')se of the clause, it made trouble when William
tried to sell some of the land for building lots. He appealed to the
legislature to break the entail, arguing that his father had not in-
tended to apply it to the land which he wished to sell. However,
Jonathan Belcher (A.B. 1699), who became Governor of Massachu-
setts and New Hampshire in 1730, was 2 brother of George
Vaughan’s first wife and was of a different political complexion
‘from that of the would-be purchaser, so the matter was hung up
I years. -

William Vaughan first settled in Portsmouth as a merchant but
evoted an increasing amount of time and energy to his interests
¢ Matinicus Island, off Penobscot Bay. In 1727 the Indians killed
:some of his livestock there+ and were required at the Peace of

almouth, in 1732, to pay him, through the province, a bundle of
eaver skins by way of indemnity.s In 1728 he built a house and
tages on the island from which he sent his employees in small
¢ssels,t'o the Newfoundland banks. On one occasion when he and
i his little fleet were at Portsmouth), the day set for sailing to Matin-
Elus wass‘o! ’;stqr&rixy; that: sailors protested that such small vessels
tuld ino l cérr;'r sl With chhracteristic obstinaté% courage he
hoarded one a;x;1c'1 rdered the others to follow him to sea. One was
T L T N R y

Byf73\2' Vaughan had begun to shift his interests from fishing
{5 limbering. "Whereas most of the magnates in that business fol-
wed a policy of plundering the naval reserve, cutting the royal
ast trees into staves or selling them to the King of Spain, Vaughan
ade some sort of codperative agreement with David Dunbar, the
urveyor General of the King’s woods. From Dunbar, Adam Win-
ithrop (a.B. 1694), Benning Wentworth (a.B. 171 5), and others
e acquired title to most of the lands now covered by the towns of
ristol, Bremen, Damariscotte, Nobleboro, Newcastle, Jefferson,
2d Waldoboro. This involved him in long and bitter lawsuits
ith Christopher Toppan (a.B. 1691) and Tutor Flynt which, had
e lost, would have completely ruined him. The cost of fighting
isome of these through to the General Court of Massachusetts, at
,ﬁxat time the supreme judicial court, and the amount of money in-

Ol
;at;ig
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3 &« ; ;
g?a;g; zg}r;ﬂ'sa Negro Man Called Peter” appears with th
The Toppans had five children: (1) Willoughby, bp. Nov. 9
17355 bur. May 10, 1760. (2) Thomas, bp. July 18, 1738; AB
1757; bur. Apr. 25, 1758. (3) Sarah, bp. July 20, 1740; d. Oc)t. 17
1759. (4) Mary, bp. Aug. 12, 1744; m. Benjamin Pickman (4 B%
i;gg), Apr. 22, 1762; d. Apr. 28, 1817. (5) Anna,bp. Nov. 2'0,

WILLIAM VAUGHAN

Portsmou.th, New Hampshire, on September 12, 1703, the olde
son ?f Lieutenant Governor George (.. 1696) anci Elizabet
N (l*}l_hot) Vaughan. When he went up to Cambridge he carried 2 2741
tip fgx;;\'}I%ﬂl\J%)‘;:% Elynt, but he, hardly needed afriend at’ court fm};':“
he.was 4 quiet lad for one of his social position. | In view of his ;)la? ?
m.t\he New Hampshire oligarchy it is interesting that the Quaestil
which he :Plzesgn‘ted_ for his M.A. was an argument to the effect tha
the will of the people is the basis of civil law, He was unable (g
appear in person at that Commencement, but the C ion-d
cided that his absence was unavoidable a,nd voted (1:1‘13;13 (;fizmc(l):gfée'
anyway.’ ”
- Probably Vaughan was busy settling his father’s estate, which
included Portsmouth land willed to “son William ahd to h)is héir“‘“sﬁ
forever,”‘ * an unfortunate clause which caused the family a grea;
dt?a.l of difficulty for many years. A contemporary observed that the
Lleutcn.an‘t Governor, “poor Gentleman, was Led into the Scrapé b
Mr. William Vaughan & hath paid dearly for it.” 3 Whatever th

Ther \ . ;
couneﬁ?;: arlrllcalnt)}r1 erzf:::x;cre::sh;segoppan, none of them of any consequence, in tht}?)
:Essex P.roba.te Records, cccxL, 32-5.
e i;::o:i;ghgo I:nga;Jlg}ia.nfs biographer he “was entitled to the prefix of Mr. to
s ma H" k whic sx‘)‘c of ’h1§ class were not considered entitled to.” Col
! ist. Soc, Vi1, 296. “Mr.” in the old college catalogue is only th i
ent of “M. A.” b v e e
2 Probate 7 inc : i B
_a:p,m‘,,‘,;c ;Ze;:,;frzfv?[i?f{ ampshire. (Provincial Paj:e;r: Series), 11, 243, . |

j

B4 5 Coll, Maine Hist. Soc. X, 257-60-

al ; : .
Lili-s Bxecutive Records of the Province Council, IX, 582.

6 Jeremy Belknap, History of New Hampshire, 11 (x791), pp. 197-8-

i 1
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180 JoEN H. NICHOLS. REMINISCENCES OF SALEM

near the year 1824. When removed the two sections were so
placed as to leave room for the hall between them, and the
third story was added over the whole. The expense of re-
moval and refitting, together with the additions probably
amounted to as much as a new brick house would have cost.
The first occupant was my uncle Charles Sanders, then
William Pickman and his sister L. Rawlins, while their
house on Essex Street was being built by Daniel Baneroft,
who was subsequently partner of Oliver Thayer, in the
lumber business. The next tenant was Frederick Howes,

- (father of Mrs. Cabot, Miss Elizabeth and William B.~

Howes). The land on which this house and that next
westerly stood was purchased by Mr. West of the Rev.
Brown Emerson and the widow Sarah Holmes, grand-
mother of Mrs. John Bertram.

" The history of most of the other estates on the northerly
side of Chestnut Street, you are probably familiar with,
but if any. information is desired, which I can furnish, it
will afford me pleasure to give it, on hearing from you.

As respects the dinners to distinguished persons, given
in Hamilton Hall, T now recollect only those to Dr. Bow-
diteh, at the time he left Salem, and to the Marquis Lafay-
ette, in the antumn of 1824, at which my grandfather,
Tchabod Nichols, was present, and on being introduced as
a Revolutionary soldier he was affectionately embraced by
the Marquis. Of assemblies, as they were called, balls, re-
ceptions and important fairs, held in the Hall, your
mother can doubtless give a much better account than I
could. The two prominent dancing masters within my
recollection were Mr. Parks, whose school in the supper
room T attended, and Mr. Lorenzo Papanti.

When a boy I was given the following account of the
original laying out of Chestnut Street. At the time it was
proposed to open the street, the owners of land on one side
were unwilling to contribute their proportion and it was
then made of half its present width by those on the op-
posite side, who left a nmarrow strip, with a wall standing
upon it, so that the recusant abuttors should not be bene-

- fitted by the new street. When, however, at a later pe-

riod the latter were willing to part with a portion of their
land as first contemplated their proposition was rejected,

JOHN H. NICHOLS' REMINISCENCES OF SALEM 181

and they then made another street of the same width, leav-

~ ing the wall in the center. On the erection of some house,

Captain Phillips’, T think, each of the workmen employed
received a certain stipulated sum for carrying away a
stone from the wall every time "he left work, until the
whole were removed, and thus the street became double
the width originally designed. Whether this account be
true or merely a legend you may perhaps be able to ascer-
tain, but the fact that the building situated easterly of
Hamilton Hall, when occupied by Moses Smith, stood con-
siderably farther north than the present house, may give
some plausibility to the story. '
‘ Your very truly,
John H. Nichols.
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x&%}wlm ;o a1l * kindrod
'iﬁ; Thﬂ.sgnnttcr Sovereigaty dos-
iver d by pn‘:—alnvery potitielins - to

“alk Mauﬂ“u’euys thedootrine, the paople of I
tcrritory. &hesl;unm;rs who manege first to
gerainble fnto & territory, have u aovcrexgu
right to.déeide:upon and dofinitely fix the in-
slitutions’ thikesf, not only for themselves, bt
for ol poatonty‘ They may do just ns they
choose. They may voto away human rights if

""l'h'u‘ ‘:mnm-nblﬁ’ ’W

on Fridny_Iut gk, - wbidh g of 82, Jvis A man

ot sy, whio A |

our dn.ﬂ"ex-cnt ey iabhslmﬁent.s
~now ‘in opnmtinn where Jobsiors uxe hoiled by
othe quantity . doily for our own oopstimption
nmiiﬂm .oupply..of the Interior teade “Thasa.
‘autebliahments nre those of Mesars. Joha N,
1 Martin, Dudley B. Dayis, Jacob . Wilson, and
“Edward  Tucker. Thay ara all snuated in the

théysee fit, declare the Dealnration of Indepen-
dente o humhug and Jefferson n fool for writ-
mgit, het _p ;ust neh mst\mt\ons adopt such
ls'ws and regmﬁh a8’ they prefer, and all
5 hatisdy's ‘Vusiness, This doctrine was
l;iv::é;‘x%c‘d for tlie benefit of Slavery, which be-
mgunnb]e ‘to get into the mew territorics un-
der sanction of the Constitulion, must be for-
oed nm spxte of it ;*and it is now very natural-
3 sexzed apon by tho Mormont to dtrengthen
their T im bo adm\ssmn into the Union.
.rmona being as shrewd as those who
l}ﬁy? - ‘vm]dly sort of religion always are,
have huppxly combined the slavery guestion
with their own in & common interest. The
Mormons believe in Blavery, and hold a few
glaves, and will he happy to make an arrange.
ment with our Southern bretbren to perpotu-
ate SBlavery in Utak as a considoration fur ud-
mittance into the Union with their rspiritual
harems.- This will be a fuir trade, nnd as
both parties will profit by it, it will Le ull
right.- And the doctrine of Squatler Sover-
eignby-will justify nnd sanctify the whole pro-
goeding. Nor do we seo why the slave holding
states shonld dbject to this nice little arrange-
_ment, The South has polygamy siready in its
midst, as.n necessary incident of Slavery.—
Virginia, whith ralses slaves fur the market,
pﬁmt&oes polygamy, not upon religious princi-
ple; 05 the Mormons pretend to do, but for the
mers m]gm‘ purpose of pecuniary gain. Sla-
grery, bemg a8 1hé great Wesley said, “the sum
of all \‘Jl]mmes,’f includes the villainy of poly-
gomy in its own aggrogatad enormity.
Our conntrymen or Tather our pro- sl'\ver)
mnsbers, have abandoned the anciept principles
“of their Futhers at an urfortunate time.  They |
boye donied the enhghtqncd and liberal pringi:
ples of the greut Déclaration, Jjust in senson to
favor the purposes of the Mormons. ‘God al- |
. Waxs entrups the mckcd in their own suoves
in just this way. Tha Mormoens can be ‘kept
out of the Union only by adherence to the ovig-
inal principles of the founders of the govern-
maut unmodificd by such nbsu.rchhes as squat~

Mn-urnhv" L

estimated that our fishiermen took about 150,5°
=3

vioinity of Bridge strect, that part of tho city
being conveniens to the fishing-grounds’ avd
affording  faeilties Tor covrying on’ the bush
ness. .

At the present time some- 4»" men are em-
ployed in the business, and 18 dories are in
daily use. The present month is the best in
the year for the lobstér trade. They are now
“abundant. The seoson commepees in March,
when only the smnll fry are caught, and con-
tindes until the first of July, after which time
it is considered to be protty much over. The
month of May is the height of the season.-—
The average catch per day ot this season is es-
timated at nearly 3000. The Lobsters are
taken chiefly from the vicinity of Tinker's
Tsland, at present, but pretty soon they will
scaiter more, and the traps will need to be
often reméved to new grounds,

Ench lobster boat whea it goes down the
harbor to the traps., is manned by two men,
one of whom rows the boat from buoy Lo bnoy,
while the other raises the traps, takes out i
lobsters if any have been cought, and puts in
new bait of Hounders, cod, or seulping,
bont tukes care of alout 60 traps.  These nre
mmde, uy is well known, af laths, boope, nnid
cord, and are sunk to the Tetbun Ly heavy
stonexs, They nre vahued at alusut £1 l)linc—
There are prohably aboat a thosamd pow inc
‘use by waur Jubster-men.
‘great st s greal many of thew were dos-
troyed, to the hindrance ns well as the loss of
the owners.  The men whe go in the beads wre
paid $3 a kundred or three conty apives for the
lobsters they eileh, when the§ fimd their own’
Lonts awd traps. During this husy svason
they usunlly hoil twice s day. f

Nut on'y is our uwn city thug supplied, int;
Crivles of fresh

Daring the reecent

also n large inkond trade. 1oh-
stery, newly canght, and @ wmoking 'ot,” are
duily forwnrded to Lawrenee, Lowell, Munches-
ter, Nashun, and other intevior places. It is;
QB0 tobsters last year, which were sold in the
market.  This lovks & goml deud like enter-
prise, ip a branch of ‘business which seems at
first sight not to offer much oppunumty Tor |
incrense. -

The nalural history of the lohster is but im-
pcrﬁ.cll) Jnown.
In the oold scoson they sirike off into dccp
water. They burrow in holes among “thie rocks
“and ses-weeds like woodchucks, ‘and dwring !
spawning time while the female atiends to

thot matter.in her snug xetreat, the malo |’

stands gmmd at the entrance. Larly in the
sprmg the small lobaters arc the first to ap-
pear, and many nre then takon and sokd, whieh
now that the large ones are agbundant would be
thrown nwny as too small Tha age which
the Jobater attains is unknown. In size they

¥ .u_h,

are 1 S0
:%nmng an increase of GU:}
“Dy the first annnal Report, there was nn
Deposit. ®it, 'H.
The nmount on deposit to-lay is T2 "%l 86
Shnwmg an increase of §77, n.") q.‘.

Their habits are curious.:

of wealth and of wrm-c “intelnisie worth -—an
honayabls merehant, of ¥ haugrble rog
l‘lEh& and beuc'vn}ent ahoundigg ;g
mersinl nformation ‘and vnrioua knowle\‘-‘gé.
with slsiv ind enlightonod “¥iews of publis
uffaify and e grosl intersily of the ¢ .umry,
An awinent oitizen, theugh- ¢f medest,
tensions, faithfil in all his duties and relamma
to somety, civil, Booinl, and relifious, and as
deeply intoresled in the ‘pubhc welTare a8 ho was
steongly attached to private lifo;—A  true,
christian gentleman, alike remrkable for his |
Eolimhesh und his Bincerity; for his oatidor awl

is indepundence, for his kind disposition and
his sound judgment, for the delicucy of his
feelings and the firmness of his principles; of
whom it might be emphntically said 1hnt he
never hrd an enomy and never lost n friend,
Lein guniversallyesteemed throughout his long
eurthly carcer for his beneficent virtues and
his pure and excellent chiarncter. His memory,
50 blest,cannot fuil to eonsole those who are
most severely berenved by his death,

On Soturday last, 2d inst, Copt. Jawmes W.
Cuxven  died 5n his bed, very suddenly, of an
apupletic attack, having ‘retired torest at his
usual hour, nppmcntly in perfeat health,

In carly life Cnpt Chever had been dislin-
guished for a spirit of Lbold adventure, and at

g Olurk ginve decensed, Thy Ixmé .‘mm giwon |2

,Aﬂgnm,rly,h 1887, and.
of twonty thonsand dolless, The wndxhon 10+
vited . shat Chase- & Co. were nccommodamn
endorsers for Honry A. Breed on various notes,
then Ih the Nahant Bank, and providod that
the deféndnnt and Clark shuuld edve. the
plalntiff Karmless {Yom said endorsements, ({in
olige the collateral scourity hald by the Rank
should not b sufficient,) on oll notés endovsed
by Chase & Co. for the nocommedntion of H, A,
Brecd, then in the Dank, or which had been
previously discounted by the Dank. The next
year the Bank failed, Heary A. Breod having
failed before. The plaintifs falled mnd com-
promised with the Receivers of the Bank by the
poyment of nbout fonrteonwper cent, on all
their linbilitics, including such as answered |3
the deseription in the bond. The defendants
denied that the bond ever became & valid and

subsisting instrument, by o propet delivery, er

the opening of his manhood was commander of
the fumony and sucessful privateer Americn,
in the war of 1812, He has passed thruunh alt
the contaminating imfiuence of n sBenman’s life,
at home and ahrond, in pence and in war, but
they had left no stuin upon his mind or man-
ners. e had all the masculine virtnes which
nre developed by the noble ealling of senman-
ship, without the rough and coarse qualities
Which somelimen grow up side by side with
Pthem, There was no asperity in hix nature,
Hix feank, pheerful, goilels<s counteniner wiy
In froe indes of his dispoxition. [noan ae uain-
ftance of mnny Yrars we nevey Liramd him ntter
an 3 natueed word inopeferener tooany pers
won. Jw Grithfalness to duly was anwearied.
Ve integrity withoat a stain, His Jifiewny n
Cvsntintne - pannsd of activity sl useluiness to
the Iast emreions montent of cxistenee, s
wind, friendly, ndure puule every one kis
friend, and he will long be missed amd wourn-
e srom onr autive haunts ol business,

Sannw Frve Cevrs Savixos Bask, The see
Sowmbannual yepurt of the Preasurer of this
fourishing sl nseful Jostitation, dated May
A, 1857, s pultishied, from which we copy the
*following items

The fipnvs below as compared  with the
Fiest Anuual Heport, will sbow its increased
prasperity.

By the First Annual Repurl the number of De-

pusitors, wis L
At the elose of bumueba this day there

The state of the Bank nt the glose of busi-
ness this duy, is us follows : .
| On deposit by 1,806 dopouxmra $122.251 b6
Profits on hand . ¢
o $125,006 {4
. Thé Trensurer states, that the present loan
is 80 abandantly securéd that under no ordin-
'ax-y cucumsmuocb can any losses arisc.

Rev. Trouas T, Srone’s Lzmtmn, npon En-
glish Literatwze, closed on Thursday ovening:

%ers of The country bused L‘hw o
v of repuhlmtm mstxtutlons upon t‘ne

j}e!‘}x

. pea\’tu e exump'les of tho past, but
T ﬁdrﬁm the growth of the future,

‘r;gms to be iuplienble. They

lcf?them The Mormons nml their apol-
ogisls Slaim that tho right of religious Sreedom
fs fnvolvéd in po]ygnmy. Tlicy -have made

i Y I R e B TR 1)

They de- |

ore sometimes found.se large.as to weigh 25
pounds.” The fisherman soy that Jobsters-nre
occasionally found that howve cast off their old
shell and are so soft and yiolding that they
can be squeszed-in the hand like Indin rubber. :
When o lobster foosms—n-claw, or nmy of its'
pavts, natuve very readily and promptiy cnuses
& new oue fo grow in Lhe place,

THE NAT!O\\L l’lo’rvr, Disease still remains
unexplained, and aven uninveslignted. Tho

rThcy haveDeeh admirable apd excellent, . and
~have fblighted those who have had the oppor-
tunity to hunr them. We doubt if cver a
gourso of leetures was given in Snlem which sp
ientirely pleasud and satisfied the nudicnce.
Tire topies were: 1. the Written Word and Tie|
jTale; 2. the Drama; 8. tho Allegory; 4. the
,Fong, . the Essay; €. the Sermon. Those
;covered nearly the whols field of English liter-
(adure, and the topies -were troated in such nn

31l 63

and also claimed that the plaintiffs had.proved
any broach of the condition. It secmed that
the bond was signed in n eounting room in ?r
Boston, ocrupied by Clark & Chase. The l1n
ptaintiffly  claimed that after ecxecuijon it{th
was placed in the hands of one Jackson, a of
clerk of Clurk, to bo kept for the oblijees, until
the mmount 1o be paid by Chase & Co. should
be ascertaived.  The defendant claimed that it
was left in Clark’s possession, with the diatinet
agreement and undurahnnding that it was not
to be delivered until it was nsoertnined wheth-
er he and the defendant shpuld redlize any-
thing from un assignment made to them from
[Tenry A. Breed fur the benefit of his creditors,
from which they in fict renlized nothing. In
facl the lomd was kept in Clark’s rafe, after
Jacksun delt him, sl until his death in 1345
After bis death, My, Chase obteined it from
Bis wife, The Jury foumd s verdict for the
defemdant, upen the ground of o want of deliv.
ery.  NOW. Harmnn &GLOW, Perry for plfs—
i< 1% Lied for the deft,

Yertedny, Judye Rhevw adjournesd the Court
till Munday nt 11 o'clock, when .!ml;:cl
Thonns will rome in,

co

P
of

aver
wl witduring next webk, | B
Goorge I8 Jewrll vs, Congord 't
Builroad 15 specinlly assigned for Tuesday ang i
will prabably cecupy consisleralile time.  Ru-
fux Choate and (L P Lord appear for thed:
plaintifl, and B, F. Butler of Lowell, and Judgy
Upham of New Hampshive, for the defendants,

he ease of Krr

Hanvawn Covtgor, The eornev stone of the
new chnpel for Harvard College, to be built
with the fund left by the late Swmnuel Apple- T

ton, was laid on Snlp_vdny. “

The ‘May Hxhilition af tho Gollege, look |p

*place oy Tuesduy forenoon: Parts weic nssign- | i
ed to the following students from  Feséx Coun- | &

ty :—Thorndike D. Hodges “and  Henry WY

Foote, of Sulem, and Edwin Grover of Loaw- d

Tenco, . 8
The nunual Dudleian Lecture will be deliv-{h
‘erel in the College Cliapel on Wednesdny nfter- |t
. N RTT 1 Ay
vy e - an

D. D., of Boston.

The Festival of the Mlumm of Hnr\'m'd will
be celebrated on 'lhux‘sdtLy July 16. Edward
Byorett is to doliver the Oration, and HRobert
C. YWinthren, will presido at the Diuner, ns-
sisted by Vico Prosidents Chnarleg Francis Ad-
ams-and Oliver Wendle Holmos. Capt. George
T. Lyman, of the New Lngland Guards, is io
be the Chief Mayshal,

faviminal. nrofound. nuioue. aloauent. and tralv
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Loring

* ment he had helped to launch. He has sometimes
© peen confused with his distant kinsman, Edward
| Greely Loring, United States commissioner, who
i was attacked by the abolitionists for the rendi-
- tion of Burns, a fugitive slave.
' [W. P. and F. J. Garrison, Wm. Lloyd Garrison,
. 1805~1875 (4 ‘vols., 1885-8p), vols. I-III; A, H.
i Grimké, Wm. Lloyd Garrison (1801) ; Lindsay Swift,
Wwm, Lloyd Garrison (1011); W. H, Channing, The
 Life of Wm. Iillery Channing, D.D. (1880); Henry
Wilson, Hist. of lhe Rise and Fall of the Slave Power
in America, vol. I (1872); C. H. Pope and K. P. Lor-
ing, Loring Geneal. (1017); the Liberator, May 28,
June 4, 18, 1858 ; Boston Transcript, May 25, 1858.]
C.F.
LORING, FREDERICK WADSWORTH
. (Dec. 12, 1848-Nov. 5, 1871), author, journal-
| ist, was born in Boston, Mass., the first of three
~sons of David Loring, a cabinet maker, and
Mary Hall Stodder, a native New Englander,
_ The frst Loring in America was Deacon Thom-
as Loring who came from Devonshire, England,
i and joined the Hingham colony in Massachu-
i setts in 1634. Under the guidance of his mother,
Frederick read and absorbed Inglish literature
and was well versed in Shakespeare at the age
of seven. Though she died when he was eleven
years old, she left an indelible mark upon her
devated son who inherited her sympathetic sensi-
 tiveness and intelligence. ¥le was sent to Phil-
lips Academy at Andover, Mass., and entered
Harvard in 1866. Here he abhorred the exact
! 'sciences and used his pen to extravagance in rid-
jculing mathematical formulas. Only his unusual
promise kept him within the pale, After the
i death of his friend Prof. Elbridge J. Culler,
¢ which was the second great grief of his lile, he
was befriended by James Russell Lowell, He
was a regular contributor to the Harvard Advo-
_cate and while at college showed a. passion for
the drama. He made friends of actors and dram-
atists. Miss Mazie Mitchel, dramatist, permit-
ted himi to revise an act of her play and had the
. play produced. During these years also, to as-
sist a friend, he wrote Wild Rose, which was
produced with success in Boston by George
Selwyn. N
- After his graduation in 1870, Loring became
“assistant editor of the Boston Saturdey Evening
Gagette. Later he was connected with the Bos-
:‘ton Daily Advertiser and Every Saturday, “a
- journal of choice reading.” Meanwhile he con-
tributed short stories as well as short poems to
—the Atlantic Monthly, New York Independent,
New York World, and Appletons’ Jowrnal, A
- gerial story, “Two College Friends,” which ap-
= peared in Old and New (April, July 1871), was
+*:published- in book form later in 1871, His best-
. known poem, “In the Church Yard at Fred-

S T B oy T E S Y ST T T e

Loring

ericksburg,” first appeared in the Adtlantic
Monthly for September 1870, The Boston Dip,

“and Other Verses was published a year later:

The publisher's advertisement quotes the New
York Tribune as saying the poems were notice-
able as “celebrating young love with a tender-
ness, flavored with a certain cool humor which
might have been done by Thackeray in that
fresh, earnest, enthusiastic stage of his literary
career which he depicts in Arthur Pendennis,”

In 1871 Loring was sent with the Wheeler
Expedition as correspondent for Appletons’
Journal. His reports, written always in a light
and humorous vein, were interesting. Appar-

- ently safe from the many dangers he had expe-

rienced Loring took the Wickenburg and La
Paz (Arizona) stage on his way home, The
stage was attacked by Apaches and he was on
of those killed. ‘

[C. H. Pope and K. P, Loring, Loring Geneal. .

(1917) ; Triennial Report of the Secretary of the Class
of 1870 of Harvard Coll, (1873) ; H. H. Bancroft, Hist.
of the Pacific States of North America, vol. XII (1888),
“Arizona and New Mexico”; T, E. Farish, Hist. of
Ariz,, vol. VIII (1918); Appletons’ Jour,, Dec. 9, 1871 ;

the Weekly Ariz. Miner, Nov. 11, 1871; Boston Daily -

Adverliser, Nov. 14, 16, 1871 ; information from the
Division of Vital Statistics for the state of Mass.]

EW.S.

LORING, GEORGE BAILEY (Nov.8, 1817~

Sept, 14, 1891), physician, agriculturist, polit-
ical leader, was born at North Andover, Mass.,
the son of Bailey and Sally Pickman Osgood
Loring and a descendant of Thomas Loring who
emigrated to Hingham, Mass., in 1634, He at-
tended Franklin Academy at North Andover
and graduated from Harvard College in 1838, a
classmate of James Russell Lowell, Four years
later the Harvard Medical Schoal awarded him
the degree of M.D. After a few months of prac-
tice in his ancestral village he became a surgeon
at the Marine Hospital at Chelsea, Mass. Dur-
ing his seven years of service in that institution
he made an impression sufficient to win an ap-
pointment as comrnissioner to revise the marine
hospital system of the United States. He left the
hospital, however, in 1850, removed in 1851 to
Salem, Mass., and thereafter devoted himself to
agriculture and politics. He developed a stock
farm which -became widely known as “Loring

. Manor.” He speedily made himself sufficiently

useful in the Democratic party to receive the
postmastership of Salem from the Pierce admin-
istration and held the office from 1853 to 1857.
After this first step he skilfully made his two
new interests play complementary roles in fur-
thering his personal advancement,

In 1856 Loring attended the National Demo-
cratic Convention as a member of the Massachu-
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Loring
setts delegation. After 1861 he allied himself
with the War Democrats. In a Fourth of July
oration at Salem in 1862 he rejoiced that “all
our desirée is manifested in the Flag which we
still call our own, and from which no star has
been stricken by hand of ours.” After this speech
he steadily devcloped into a popular orator, His
tall robust figure, his handsome face, and his dig-
nified manner made him a notable figure at pub-
lic gatherings. His oratory, as over-decorated
as a Victorian interior, pleased the New England
taste of his day. He never championed unpopu-
lar causes, and his orations—which he was care-
ful to have printed—reflected the religious and

political conservatism of his times. In 1864,

chafing, perhaps, under the disadvantages of be-
ing a Northern Democrat in the changed situa-
tion brought about by the war, he publicly re-
nounced his allegiance to his old party and be-
came a Republican. The change of standards
proved almost immediately advantageous. He
served in 1866-67 as a member of the Massachu-
setts House of Representatives. He was chair-
man of the Republican state committee (1869-
76) and was a delegate to the national conven-
tions of that party in 1868, 1872, and 1876, He
was president of the state Senate from 1873 to
1876 and representative in Congress for the next
four years. When his constituency recalled him
from Washington in the election of 1880, Presi-
dent Garfield saved his political fortunes by se-
lecting him in 1881 for commissioner of agri-
culture, a post which he held until the inaugura-
tion of Cleveland.

Garfield’s choice was excellent. Lormg was
sincerely interested in agriculture and was an
intelligent leader in the contemporary efforts
to improve husbandry, taking care, however, that
his activities should aid in making him conspicu-

ous. From 1860 to 1877 he represented the Essex

Agricultural Society on the Massachusetts Board
of Agriculture and served on the same board by
appointment of the governor in.the years 1888~
go. In this capacity he did much to further the
interests of the recently established Massachu-

* setts Agricultura] College and lectured on stock-
farming in that institution from 1869 to 1872.

In 1864 he founded the New England Agricul-
tural Society and served as its president until
188¢. He published in 1876 The Farm-Yard
Club of Jotham, a curiouss volume intended to
popularize discussions of agricultural subjects.
The book is in part a loose narrative character-
ized by a somewhat sugary sentimentality and

- gives a romanticized picture of the rural life
that Loring knew. The story is constantly inter-

rupted by sensible essays on many aspects of hus-

Loring

bandry presented in the guise of papu.. rea
before the Farm-Yard Club. Late in life Loring
disclosed even more intimately than in the vol
ume of 1876 his attitude toward agriculture, H
remarked of his former friend, Ralph Wald
Emerson: “His aesthetic love of nature, whicl
made him rejoice in a bare hillside with stump
and briars . .. was in me a practical reality
which moved e as it did him, but with the addi
tion of a farmer’s consideration of the value o
the scenes he loved. Nature to him meant God
to me it meant also the rule God gave man ove
the fowls of the air and the beasts of the field
(A Year in Portugal, p. 160). Such an outlool
helps to explain why Loring, like his good friem
Louis Agassiz, rejected Darwinism with “sccm
and contempt.”

In his latter years Loring’s mind ranged ove’
a variety of subjects. He wrote, among othe
things, 4 Vindication of General Samael Holde:
Parsons against Charges of Treasonable Cor
respondence During the Revolutionary Wa
(1888). In 1889~90 he tried his hand at dipld
macy when he served as minister to Portuga
under appointment by President Benjamin Har
rison. His rambling travelogue, A Y ear i1 Por
tugal, was published in the ycar of his deatt
1891. He died on Sept. 14 from heart discase fol

lowing an acute attack of dysentery. He wa

twice married: on Nov. 6, 1851, to M;  Top
pan Pickman, who died in 1878 ; and on', .e I¢
1880, to Anna (Smith). Hildrceth, the widow ¢
Charles H. Hildreth.

[L. H. Bailey, Cyc. of Agric., vol. IV (1909) ; Bio
Dir. Am. Cong. (1928); C. H, Pope and K. P, Lormi

Loring Geneal. (19:7), the Critic, Sept 19, 1801
Boston Transcript, Sept. 14, 1891 ; N ¥, Times, Sep

15, 1891.] ' 'RH.G

LORING, JOSHUA (Aug. 3, 1/16-—Octobe
1781), naval officer, Loyalist, was born in Bo:
ton, the son of Joshua and Hannah (Jackson
Loring and the descendant of Thomas and Jan
(Newton) Loring, who emigrated {rom Axmin
ster, Devonshire, England, to Dorchester, Mass
about 1634 and, later, settled in Hingham, Mas:
In his youth he learned the tanner’s trade, bein

* apprenticed to James Mears of Roxbury. :Abot

1740 he married Mary Curtis, daughter of San
uel Curtis of Roxbury. When continual warfar
between England and France made privateerin
attractive to many New Englanders, he becam
commander of a brigantine privateer, which wa
captured by two French men-of-war in Augw
1744. The next few months he spent as a pris
oner in the Fortress of Louisburg. The outbrea
of the French and Indian War again found hit
in the naval service, On Dec. 19, 1757, he wa
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LORING, George Bailey, a Representative from Massachusetts; born in North
Andover, Essex County, Mass., November 8, 1817; attended Franklin Academy at
Andover; taught school; was graduated from Harvard University in 1838 and from the
medical department in 1842; practiced medicine for a short time in North Andover;
surgeon of the marine hospital at Chelsea, Mass., 1843-1850; surgeon of the Seventh
Regiment, Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, 1842-1844; appointed commissioner to
revise the United States marine hospital system in 1849; moved to Salem, Mass., in 1851;
appointed postmaster of Salem on May 4, 1853, and served until his successor was
appointed on February 16, 1858; member of the State house of representatives in 1866
and 1867; chairman of the Massachusetts State Republican committee 1869-1876; served
in the State senate 1873-1876 and was also president of that body; delegate to the
Republican National Conventions in 1868, 1872, and 1876; appointed United States
centennial commissioner for the State of Massachusetts in 1872; elected as a Republican
to the Forty-fifth and Forty-sixth Congresses (March 4, 1877-March 3, 1881);
unsuccessful candidate for renomination in 1880; United States Commissioner of
Agriculture 1881-1885; appointed United States Minister to Portugal, in 1889 and served
until his resignation in 1890; died in Salem, Mass., on September 14, 1891; interment in
Harmony Grove Cemetery.
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THE PATRICIAN ELEMENT IN AMERICAN SOCIETY.

T

Tar desive to look back wpon an ancestry and forward to a
family is universally found, wherever man has organized any
fortn of state and socisty, however high or however low it may
be. The inheritanee and transmission of a name form a large
share of the pride and the ambition of life; and if wealth and
power 2o with the name the sum of humsn happiness is
eonsidered nenrly complete. To secure this, sbrong govern-
ments are organized, strong constitutions are adopted, strong
laws are enacted, preab classes are built up and built upon as a

firm foundation, AS & present possession it i3 nonrished apd

cherished; sy & lost poseegsion its blessed memory is always
heald desr-—go dear that even the beggar is proud fo twen to the
gilded pelaees of his ancestors, and patient to wait for the redurn.
ing tide of prosperity and greatness. The legitimist accepts it as
the covner-stona of his position and power; the republican offers
it a8 a boon to all ranks and orders of men, a right which neither
nstrpation nor Jaw ean overthrow. 'The ides of family purity,
sirength, wisdom, prudenee, sneeess, amhiuon{ goes with jt, sand
has gone with if from the dayrs when the patrisrchs secured and
fransmitted their power, down o our owa time when all men ave
struggling for honors and prosperity for themselves and their
childron, Upon the combination of the ansient families of Fahbii,
Romilii, Voltinii, was founded the Roman statey and from the
legal relations of the social and civil cirele $hus fomzaﬂ Sprang
the burgesses of Rome—the Potrioli, so celled because they were
recognized a¢ the song of fathers, the only fathers known fo
Roman laww. TIn this cless there was enfive social and eivil
equality, and from this ¢lasy the rmler was chosen, whose com-
mand was all-powerful when hiz authority had been properdy
conferred, and fhe fidelily and obedience of the eommunity hed
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besn invoked snd gevured. The same principles and the saxie
slassifiention Juy at the foundation of the Greck repuldics. And
when the Roman society in Gaul was destroyed by the German
invasion, snd all soeisl orgamization hoth of eongueror and
eonguered was dissolved, the patrician element was the fivst fo
restablish itself in @ form corresponding with new uecessifies
and obligations and designs. England, too, whether as parh of
the Roman empire, or under the Ssxon kings, or parceled out by
Willism the Congneror among his followers, was sabject to the
game gocdal element, and has, through all ity years of conguest,
wealth, and power, eneouragefi, supported, and leaned npon this
proud ami undying vitel force. Wherever imperialism has
pdvanced, the Palrici have been found in the forefront, contend-
g, amertmg, mntmllmg, snd building up the great instibnifons
which arc mew's pride and glory, and which mark his divine
power on, the sarth.

. The eommanding spirit which has a.lwaya and under all aivonm-
stances estoblished the p&’srmmn element in sociely, is not more
striking than the conservetive wisdom and foresight with which

it has endeavored fo lay for ftself firm and enduring fonndations.
The ariginal gualification of the Roman Patricii was in landed

property; and the eonversion of this guelification into personal
propecty and money-rating is considered one of the revolutionary
movements which threatened to overthrow the whole speial and

eivil fabrie, the modifisation of which by Quintus Fabius is

eounted as o fair offset to his startling introduction of the sons

" of freedmen into fhe sevate, and his reckless and andacious

expenditure of public moneys without senatorial sanction. The

* landlords and their dependents constituted g large mass of the

people, wnd, in the relations established between them, the for-
meT: reswveii to themselves unkimited right of possession, and
esteblished a great landed nobility. And we ave told that “the
landlords, ceeupying & comparaiively elevated and free position, -
supplied the community with its natoral leaders and rulers”—
the patriciate upon whose energy end intelligeice the statn was
supposed to be founded.” This social condition the Romans
earried with them wherever they went. They osrried it into
Groml and presevved ib there so long as their rule eunmnued, fixing
it so Armly that, it outlived even the German iwvasion, aud eon-
varted the invading hordes from wandering fribes mtu lamied

propristors and fually into a great t&mtum& amstoamcy,
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gating to themselves the spirit of individusl Xberty and the
pasgion for independence and individuality which the Germans
bronght into this part of the Romen world. In England, maore-
over, whose constitution, Montesquien tells ns, eame frow the
forests of Germany, Whenee came glso the original dostrines
of human equality snd eivil right, the history of the feudal ten
wire, a8 the foundation of a powerful privileged elass, Is interest.
ing and significant. Originally Great Brifain was oceupied by
agrarian communities similar to those in Germany, Theso com-
munities were nearly destroyed by the Saxon kings, and whab
they left unmolested the Norman eonguest wholly obliterated.
The statutes as carly ag the thirteenth eentury forbade all com-
~pluints of the tenant against the lord of the manor. And step

by step it has heen Trought shout that, of the noble stock of fres

tenants that has given zo marked & stamp to the English char-
acter, and has established so much freedom in the Englich consti-
tution,—the freemen and proprietors of the Sexon times,—hardly
any now remsins, nntil England bas hecome the only civilized
nation where property in land has been entirely taken from the
hands of those who cultivate it. A legdl systom based on “the

principle of inslignsbility from the feudal Hen and in the
' interest of grent landed fmmilies and the establishment of poas.
anb propristorship with sbselute dependence, has given thelanded
aristooracy of England $heir vast and iropoging povwar, and has

crepted a patviciste nmequaled for strength and grandeur in any -

age or any conntry. According to M. Marrictt: *The destrue.
tion of small property is still going on, no lopger, however, by
encroschment, but by purchass. Whenever land comes into the
market, it is bought by some rich capitalist, becsuse the expenses
of legal inguiry ave too great for 4 small investment. Thusg large
properties zre consolidated, and fall, so to speak, into mortmain,
_in eonsequence of the law of primogeniture and entaill, In the
fifteenth century, acsordivg to Chancellor Fortesene, England
was quoted throughout Hurope for the number of its proprietors
and the comiort of ity inhabitants. In 1688, Gregory King esti-
mates that there weve 180,000 proprietors, exelusive of 16,560
proprietors of nobile rank, In 1786, there were 250,000 propristors
in England. According fo the * Domesday Book’ of 1876, there
were 170,000 rural proprietors in England, owning above an
agre; 21,000 in Treland, snd 5000 in Secofland. A Hfth part of
the entire counlry i in the hands of 523 persons. ‘Are yom
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gware, snid My Bright i a speech delivered b Birmin

August 27, 1866, ¢ that one-half of the seil of Scotland belongs
to fen o twelve persons? Are you aware of the fact that the
monopoly of Ixsded property is continually inereasing, and
“peeoming more and more exclugive Y77 ‘ :

- The power of o patriciate thus founded i fmpoging; its con-

 flioks ave intense; ite fate the muost profoundly interesting

political problem of our day. ~

It is not, howover, on the material foundations of the patrician
clament in society thet the mind dwells with the most interest.
The influence of gocial and civil institutions vpon men's intel-
lectual and waoral mature, the effests of Iuswyy and ense, of
poverty amd hardship, the operation of laws of heredity—ell
eombine to make the individual wen whet he is, and to establish
eoniroling national chevacteristies. It iz not until wan sur
rounds himsel with fortunate cireumstnnces, with progperity,
comfort, oppertuunitiey for the exercise of his best feculties, that

he is developed to that stendayd in the seale of being required

for great endesvor and high secomplishment. The marks pro-

© dueed by eenturiés of oppression, poverty, wiong, starvation,

upon & people possesging oviginally great hvman hesuty and
strength, both mentally and phyeically, are well known to every
student of the history of the mece. The heavy countenances,
rude features, low, misshapen forms of the generations of sab-
fovers, are the painful record which long-vontinved misfortune
always makes, Man, Iike the higher orders of vegetable growth,
roquives genial influences for his development; not always pros.
perity and wealth, but always o Life in which his faculties are
not dwarfed. Preeisely whst infinences affect hing, it in diffioult
to say. 'There Is o form of prosperity in which hig finer faculties
may ke whally destroyed from goncration fo generationy snd
there are forms of apparent adwversity in which sl that is nohle
in him is guickened and developed. Im the transmission of mere
phystesl faoulties, he soems fo rise superior to the laws which
eonirol the lower animal kingdom, and to defy them all, Heoids' -
not physically powerful, it ig true, bub ke is physically enduring ;

‘and, through the ageney of hig gpirvit, physically triumphant

over space and time. At a certain point he leaves the animal
caonony and gosrs into the regions of 4 diviner power; lives and
works in spite of disesse; implante upon hds race, through the
agency of his sonl, faculties, moral and intellsctual, which be-
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some ab Iast & parh of his physical organization ; snd proclaims
gverywhere and in every way that he }s not & ?aeastg and we
raverently and devoutly recognize the Divine power which mani-
fosted itssl, not so much when it made the earth and the zes, a8
when it breathed into man an jmmortal spirit. There iz no
donbt thet man’s morsl character and mental pawer, his tastos,
modes of thought, impulse, and inspiration, his peontiarities ‘apd

his physical organization even, are due not only to the gualities
" iransmibted to hire by many generations of smeestors, b alen
to the modifying influences of associstions, interests, hghits of
thought and lifs, occupstions, affections which surrovnded him
and his fathers before they began to draw tho breath of life.
Maws spiritusl impressions are & law unto hiz body, and, as he
steps forth into life, he carries nob only his anceatral shape and
feature, but those higher powers which mold his form, ghve
light to hiz countenance, and receive their existence from the
Divine hand which, because it in spiritual, has made and ruled
the material world from the dawn of ereation. Irdeed, the sub-
tile and delieste forces which eombing to work out human olwar-
actoristies come mot with ohservation in all eases, snd exert an
influemoe 4§ great as, parhapa greater than, manifest and well-
known physical laws. We may sbudy with the ntmost eare and
andacity the natural bistory of man, his relations to other
animals, his antiquity on the globe, and ithe primitive state of
the human gpecies, bitk we eannot eseape from the overwhelming
avidence of the influences exerted upon his charseter and struet-
are by the cirenmstances which have surrounded the generstions
to whith ke belongs. Henee the welldmown gualities of the
patrieian element in every sociefy; and hence the welldmown
- gualities of the oppressed, and unforbunate, and subservient. The

Xifference which exists in form snd feature, and mind snd heart,

the difference in the proportion in which the atirastive and -

effective, and the unattractive and inefficient, are mingled in
each, are too well known to require deseription.

Kow, the foundation and strength, the origin and extent, of
the patrician element in Ameriean society, indeed, the guestion
whether or not it has an existencs distinetly defined hers, consti-
tute an interesting and important problem in modern sociology,
The stuckure of Ameriean society hes not materislly changed
sinee the settlement of the eolonies. “Nothing ecame from
Europe but & fres peopls” says the enthmsisstic historian, as he
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sontemplates the chavacter of thoss who laid the: foundation of
state and society on these shores, aud whom one lass sympathetic
and admiring has described ag 4 stoek: * pleheian though ingen-
ious” They came here from every walk in Iife.the rich and
the poor, the learned and the unlearnéd, the pairician snd the
plebeian ~ail either inspired by, ar eompelled to aecept, or ready

- to mequiesee in, the doeirines of free govermment and gociel

equalify, ‘Whatever may have been the condition or the nation.
ality of these people at home, they seem to have adopted, through
necessity or ¢hoice, the eonstitutional priveiples of the Germans,
whose independence and individuality found free scope in thess
vemote, vnsetiled rogions. Theve was colonial diversify enongh,
it is true,—the ¢olonies fn New Dngland and New Yook and
Virginia nud the Carclinag differing, in many peints, almost ag
mch as they would have done had they been different nationali-
ties, Bub everywhere the largest eivil liberty took possession of
the populer mind and prevsiled, The sirongest clement of

. soclety here was the liberal and protesiing snd non-conforming
. element, and to it all others swwendered. There may have heen

a oonservative claim for elassifieation, caste, and legitimaoy ; but
it-was the weaker ¢loment which Iaid the daim, That vital ,force
which manifested the most power in the beginning, snd which
endurer ¢ven unto the end, was never stronger thyn it was when

- ths Declavation of Independanee laid down the waxim that “all

men ave ereated equal” It was not the politico-ccilesinstical
government of John Endicott, or the Puritan-modified liberslity
of John Winthrop, or the constitation of John Locke in the
Carolinag, or the social distinetions of Virginis, or the easy,
eempromising adjusiuient of the Duteh, solonies in New York,
vwhich Juid the eternal foundations of the American Government,
and gave American society its enduring characteristies. All
these colonies had their purpose; but, zo far as the problem of
govamment was concerned, they were acquiescent, and, through
the force of oircumstances, they sccepied. the broad, lLiberal,
bumane theories laid down for them by those who, st Plymouth,
ﬂrgmivgad & government on the consent of the governed, and
recognized parsonsl mevit in fheir selection of magistrates, To
this ascendency of the best repoblican thought throughout the
general colontal life, wo may wandoubtedly attribute that amazing
vitality whick the Ameriean Government manifestly possesses,
and that ready expacity to meeh great divil emergenniss whick
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the Americsn people have thus far shown. As o sfremm rises
vever higher than its fountain, so a nation, in all its dominant
characteristies, however glittering and aifraclive may be its -
secidents, seldom loses the elements of its infant life; and that
people is mosh forfunate which finds necessity and occasion, as
time goes on, to develop its original and fandamental principles,
and in ifs progress can burn back with the proud satisfaction
that it hes everything to do snd nothing to undo in ialn? 3.1:_&6 Iaidt
down for ib in the beginning. I it aquestion of civil rights—
the lawr and the doctrine ean be found in the syster ‘ﬁf govern-
ment planted at Plymouth. Is it » question of'mfel}g-mus tolers-.
tiom, or of & voiee in the government, or of the division of landed
property, or of social equslity—the xeply may be found in the
principles aud practice spplied at Plymonth. In congratulating
themselves on fhe national strength which this fortunate outsed
has secwred, the American people should neb forget thak it has
modified and shaped all their social and civil institutions, and
made them peenliarly their own. It would be impossibie to.
plant the territorisl aristocracy of Rome, or the Iaizzded proprie~
torship of England, on soil enltivated by the American colonists,

with any hops or prospect of sueceess; nor do we find there any

gocial classification applicable to the United Btates. Whatever
socinl and civil conditions, therefore, are here provided for the
prospercns and the unprogperous, for the rich and the poor, for
the 1dle and the industriouns, for the producera and the non-pro-
dueers, they are all provided in ascordancs with that unchanged
and apparently nnchangeshls law on which the Amerigan Gov-
ernment is fonnded. . And whenever, through temptation or trial,
this law i3 broken, and the republic wanders in search of other
systerns of state and soclety, and the faith and practice of fhe

fathers are forgobien, the decay, or a change worse than decay,

will manifestly begin. . ,

In considering the pairieian element in American society, we
canpot forget the strong roots which these free republican prin-
ciples have sent down lnto American soil. That there was &
controlling element in the early eclonjal life, no ons can deny,—
an element which exists in one form or another to-day. It was
st glement which, without establishing n social elass, did estab-
lish & national reputation and give direstion to the national
character. Diffnsed through the enfire mass of the people, it
came st onee into possession of all +he forees which, in other
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Iands and in other times, had created those great social distine-
tions, which decrees, and constitutions, and Iaws had confirmed
and strengthened. 'The business of building up and inereaging
ngtional power, which had especially belonged to a recognized
‘pubriciate elsewhere, was taken np by the American eclonists as
a popular duty, and was pursued with the solemn eonvietion
that every man living under # govermment had a right to &
voiee in itg conduet and to & share of its benefit and protection.
The pewar and duty which had hitherto devolved upon the few
&ii the expense of the many, now fell into the hands of the great
body politic, without distinetion of person. Thers were no con-
querors to reward, no refainers to be provided for, no van-
quished to be despoilsd, no warriora to be enviched. They had
an sbundanes of land nud of good Blood,~the eorner-gbomes of
all pafriciates; and they proceeded to erect & soejul fabuie, in
which the eontrolling element became the proparty of the people,
and passed from hand fo hand, from mem to man, from family

o fanily, onofil it became impogsible to designate or Bmit it

possessors short of the great body of the community, Mapie-
trates were found in every house, and were smumoned inte the _
serviee of the stabe from every profession and ealling. Property

was plased within the veach of all the industrious and fhvifiy
Inbor was the common lot; popular edneation was recoguized B
& duty. There was a congtant appesl to the egpanity and worth of
#hose wpon whom the responsibilities of the state were laid ; and
neither the sovial position of royal governors nor the edictg of
the home government snceceded in destroying fhe soeial equali

or suppressing the popular judgment. The possession of landed
properiy, which hed been deemed essential to the power of the
ruling elagses elsewhere, wag go universal that it constitnted the
natursl foundation of & free state, in which 81} became in the
end citizen-proprictors, and it developed into that general divis-
ion smd subdivision of land, and that ecomomical and easy
transfer of veal estabe, upon which De Toequeville déclared that
the perpetuity and power of the Amerisan republic were estab-
lished. Lemd-holding, it i frue, varied in the several eclonies,

- In the Plymouth eolony, it was the establishment of small faxme,

In Massachusels Bay, it was a division of corporation londs and

individual propristorships. In New York, it was a, mivgling of

modified entail and homesiead cepupation. In Virginia and the

- Carclinas, it was the orgamnizing of greal plimtations. But as
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time went on, the system of the Pigrims prevailed mors and
mors, snd spresd over the vast fervitory now oceupied by the
great agricultural States west of the Alleghsanies, whether the
titles have been conferred hy the Government or by corpora
ttons, The land-grants were small, even in the eauly eolopial
days. In Pennsylvania, for instanee, one huudred aeres to Jan
Schoeten, ihres hundred asres to Hans Moens, fwo hundred
aeres to John Boon, and like ampunts to their numercus asso-
cisteg; and now, from the land of the paitroon to the land of
the planter, the system of small holdings prevails, kmown every-
whers 4% the American gystem of Innd-holding, Pundamentally,
the patriciate opportunity was open to all. C

- And 50 it was and has always been with regaed to the incidents
and aceidents of Jife, The honorable career of many early fam-
ilies is not yeb forgotten, whose Iabors bagan in almost every walk
m lifs, and who have reached a distinetion which has entitled them
to the respect and esteem of the generations who huve followed
them. Farmers, merchants, lawyers, olergymen, magistrates, by
their public service and private worth, created a Pamily reeord

which for frue merit canmot be surpassed. In the older States

can be seen to this day isolated farm-houses, made famous by the
gons wlho have gone forth from them into most distinguished and.
valuable labor. Turn to the historics of the early towns, and
thers may be found the names of the founders of eur schools, the
crestors of our constitubions, the lawgivers and ths reformers
who Iaid the fonndation of our national greatness. - The eolonial
elergy avere not more distinguished for their sound theclogieal
excgesis, and their magisterial confrol of the communities where
they had a life-seftloment ower their Puritan pavishes, than for
the multitods of well-bred, well-taught, strongminded, brave.
Learted sons whom they sent into the busy world sbont them.
At the elose of the Revolutionary war, almost every town had ita
battle-searred hero, who, under an jmperiel povernment, would
have been loaded with largesses and fifles, and who were content
with the respest with which they were regarded, and the offices
in the meebinghonse and the school-district to which they were
called. In the older counties still stand the mansions ereeted
by the prospercus merchants who veturned, affer a successful
commertial career, to adorn the spot on which they were Tiorn.
And the pride snd wealth of many a city is dus o the wise

and untiving exertions of these nndannted youths who stavted
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from fheir humble homes on foot, to meet the dangers, and

resist the temptations, and seeure the suecesses, of an uniried

~wordd, Por these sons of farmery snd clergymen, Awmeries

furnished no pateician cluss, no legitimasy supported by the arm
of the Government, but added the result of their Hves fo the
grond aggregate which eonstitules the pride and power of the
republie. 'With their opportunity they were content. But we can-
nob forget that from the clergymen and cloth-makers and graziers
and country gentlemen of the Old World have spenng the long
#nd fortunate lines of Barings and Oshornes, and Spencerz and
Gremvilles, whose sagacity and sourage and patriotism and thrifs
hawva been rewarded as kings alone ean reward their subjects,
There are thoss who know a golitary snd secluded spot, where
stands » marble shaff, on which it is recorded of the ancient
owner of that deserted farm that he was a ¥ Revelubionary

* soldier” That he had command, and was o prosperons citizen,

muy be added to that honorabls veeord. But hig country was
oo wide and hig people too freo o give him a title; and so he
belongs to that widely diffused patwiciate whose doars ave ogen
o every worthy and prosperous gon. Dr. Johnson said, in his
day, that a merchant was * & new species of a genfleman® Had
he lived in ours, he would have discovered that republicanism,
well founded and well organized, has ereated a people whesge
tone and standsrd entitle them to & place by the side of the
controiling classes of any country on earth—a peopla who absorh
every kindved snd nation and tongue under hesven, and whase
purpose it is, by education and culture, and recognition and =il
refining and ennobling influences, to establish a eitizenghip ns
proud gnd powerful as a peerage. '

The more recent history of our country shows ns that the
patrician slement means simply the strongest.popular element,
and that 16 is constantly reeeiving new strength from the great
mass of the people—the strongest popular clement being that
portion of the people engaged in developing the wental, moral,
and material growth of the republie. This power is confined to
no condition and no seetion, and depends vo on raee or gene-
elogy. Family suthority amounts to hut little in & country
whers no provision is mede for the perpefustion of a family
nems or family possessions. Bub it often ocenrs $hat a fortunate
conjunotion of qualilies, partly inherited snd parily developed
by smrronnding cirenmstances, will produee a fores which will
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make ftself felt, snd will be recognired by all men, T is notan
accident that one community distinguishes itsdl? above all
ofhets. The power which does this can be traced through many
ages, and the faculties which accomplish it can he digcovered
through meny, perhaps inconspionous, genevations, A group of
district scholars separates in an unknown village, goes oub mio
the world, their ways parted apparently forever, and suddenly
they find each other in high and imporfant positions, places of
henor and yesponsibility,-—one, it may be, in the Executive man-
sion. of our Federal Government; one holding forerost raunk in
the army ; one associated with the Supreme Bench; one making
laws in the lower house of Congress. Can it be supposed for a
moment that this is accidental? Traee that group back to its
origin, and it will be found thet many generations of herois
endeavor lie behind it, and that many streame of good red blood
have centered there, And when another generafion comes npon
the stage, it will turn to that village with respect and reveronce,
and will ageord Lo that grovp am henorable place in history, end
to its deseendants o title to national regard and eonsideration.
This is the origin of American vigor, and this the only title the
American people can bestow. The heroce of a great war take
their places &t its close among the people from whose ranks they
stepped forth fo their greatness, and perform thejr part of the
toil and drudgery of the world sround them, They may hold
no prominent position in the coremvunity, but whenever the
events in which they were engaged ave brought to conspicuous
public atiention, they beeome heroes nb onee, the eountry is ab
their feet onee more, sud their descendanty are recognized as the
heirs of an. envighble possession—the untitied nobility of & great
fres republic. And, while the world pausss fo admire the agen-
mulations of great wealth, and recognizes the powerfal combine-
tion of faculties which develops great enterprises, it reserves &
warm place in ifs heart and a sacred plaes in its memory for
those who, by the exercise of hevoie faeuliies, have performed
deeds which would be entifled to grest eminence and substantinl
rewards in those Iands where recognized station smd power are
connted as the highest wibute the government and a grataful
people can bestos, _ :
"o thig view of the patrician element in Americen socieby i
may be ohjected that it makes no provision for the parpstustion
of those facultics and qualities which all the world admires, and
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on which the perpetuity smd power of & nation sve supposed to

depend, Bub how s thint Unlike the patrisrebal democracies
of India, and Greeee, and Asia, whoss primitive equality sbways
disappeared, and upon whose decay aviztoqraeies always sprung
up, to be followed by fendalism and royal power, the dewoe-
ragy of Americn wanders farther and farther away from all
social elassifieation, and fruats to its own forces for the produe-
tion snd development of those loffy characteristies which con-
Txml. the institutions and eonstitule the power of every greab
nationglity. ‘Wil the genérations to come inherit mental and
physisad goalifies which will fit them for the responsibilifies

- helonging to the conservators of state and soclety—qualitios as

necessary to preserve republican institutions in their full force,
ey are the powern developed and fesnsmitted by a recognized
pairician clasg for its own strength and perpetuation? In both
cages, the external and internnl, the maberial and spiritual,
influgnoes operate under the same law, If by association and
surrownding influenece o patrician type ean be established, does

it mot follow that in the ssme wuy social and eivil institutions,

the mentsl and moral eperations, the modes of education, snd
the duties and obligations of a republic may establish a high
4ype of citizenship which will be sensifive with regard to its
rights, apd quick and bold to maindain them? Ribob says:
“In & people the sum of psychiesl characteristies which is
found throughout. s whole history, in «ll ifs fustitutions, and
&% ¢very period, s called the national character. 'The suceesses
and reverses of a people do not depend on their form of govern.
ment, bus are the effect of their institutions. Their institutions
sze the effect of theit manners and their erseds; their manmers
and creeds sre the offect of thelr charaeter. Nor can it be

- sexivusly doubted that charmeter itself is also an effect. Tt is

extremely probable that every chewacter, individual or national,
is the very eomplex result of physielogicsl and psychological
Jaws® 'That hevedity plays us important a parhi in the formation
of national as of individusl chavacter, there can be no doubs.
Having recognised the influence of physienl enwironment, and
?f those “latent silent sensationg” also, ¢ which do not come
into comsciousness, but still are ever thronging the nerves of
sense” mpon the individusl, we can proparly recognize their

influenes npon the pation. The effect of these laws has

nndoubledly. given the Ameariean heredity its high standard.
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Huxley noticed that the American physical development has
not declined. Even the most careless observer must notice thab
the American moral and intellectual development has not
feolined. The love of freedom, the mental aetivity, the eliv-
alrous sourage, ihe devotion to a principle, the intense feeling,
the keen and quick sentiment, the self-assertion and wmbition,
which c¢haracterized the fathars who colonized, freed, and
gstablished the Amerfean nationality, have deseended to thau
sons in mensure proportionate to the demands and exigencies of
the times. Soil, climate, institutions, have all made up the
Americsn, Who possesses a8 & national characterisiic the proud
selfreliance which in other ages and on ofher soils has estab-
Jished a powerful soscial class, and has hedged it sbount with
-suprems rights end privileges. It is the advoecates and pro-
moters of gdueation, the religions teachers, the lmwgivers, the
press, the authors, the founders and builders of great enter-
prises, the active, industrions, indelligent mass, drawn fromn
every walk in life, who constitute in any way the pahrieian
glemient of Ameriean soelety—the lovers of art, and science,
and literaturs, the natural alliss of all those who in any ¢ountry
believs in the capacity of the people to advance to the f&rtheﬁh‘
verge of soclal and civil progress, and who believe glso in
mental and moral elevation, From this mess come the
“ fathers’ children,” the heirs of the only nobility which cannot
die out, the only titles which depenﬁ not on weslth and power.
"This vital force of the republie is ae fized hers as are our
republiesn institutions, and is our national inberitance, Said
Bentham to the Americans of hiy day: ¥ Bewsxe of sn
hereditery nobility. The patrimony of merit soon comes 0 be
one of birth, Bestow honor, erect statues, confer Hiles, but leb
these distinetions be personal. Preseyve all the fores and all the
purity of honors in the state, snd never part with this precious
capital in favor of any proud class that would quickly tnan
their advantages against you”: & wiyning which has not been
forgotien, and the observance of which has given the Ameriean
republic & more permanent and powerful social ovpanization
than bas sver been bullt up on classification and legitimagy in
their proudest and most prosperons days.
Grorgs B. Lomzm.
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ment post was United States minister to Portugal (1889-1890). He
returned to Salem and died in the following year.

Loring is a good example of a bright young man who was skep-
tical at first about the increasingly notorious former Unitarian min-
ister, Ralph Waldo Emerson, but who was quickly won over by
Emerson and soon developed a case of hero worship. Although
there is no evidence that the Emerson-Loring relationship was a
particularly close one, Emerson seems to have been an important
influence at a couple of crucial points in Loring’s life. Loring appar-~
ently had doubts about Emerson’s doctrines and judgment during
his college years; he accepted the explanation circulated in Salem that
Emerson was responsible for the poet Jones Very’s insanity. Writing
to James Russell Lowell, his closest friend during these years, Loring
reported, “Ilearntin Salem that Jones Very has become insane—and
imagines he is another Christ divinely commissioned. Now I can
easily conceive of all this; but then that he should be thus blown up
by Emerson, as one and it, is too strange. Perhaps between them
they have put the standard of perfection found in Christ so low that
one 1if not both think they have reached it or think he has reached
it.—The latter is preferable.” Emerson’s “Divinity School Ad-
dress,” which was delivered in the summer following Loring’s
graduation from Harvard, also served to focus Loring’s attention on
Emerson. Although Loring did not hear the address, he wrote to
Lowell that a “Salem cousin” of his had “sat down to Emerson’s
address a devoted admirer of the man and rose up filled with galland
wormwood.”” Loring determined, however, not to rely on his
cousin’s word, but to satisfy his own conscience by reading the
address and coming to his own conclusions: *“I don’t know whether
to believe the man or not—and yet it is time that my mind should be
settled—One must read both sides—for I would as soon espouse
one doctrine as another—if the choice were to be made without
examination.”3® Within the next two weeks he had made good this
intention and had delved even further into Emerson, as he wrote to
Lowell again: “‘I have read with delight Emerson’s Oration which
found in the office a week ago and eagerly perused—I got ‘Nature’
when in Boston and where the author is not too much in the mist

30. George B. Loring to James Russell Lowell, North Andover, 19 September 1838, James
Russell Lowell Papers, MH.
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enjoyed it. I read it to Maynard (concealing the name of the book &
author) and was highly amused with his speculations.”3? Thus the
skeptical young scholar was converted.

Some ten years later, Loring and Emerson were in Europe at the
same time and apparently in close touch, for Emerson, who was in
London in April 1848, senta letter to Margaret Fuller in Rome in the
care of Loring. When Emerson took passage in July on the Europa
for his return voyage, Loring was a part of the “good company”
which Emerson mentioned aboard the ship. The acquaintance con-
tinued; in 1850 Emerson included Loring in a list of members of the
Town and Country Club in his journal. A year later Loring wrote
to Emerson asking him for advice on reading.3? At about this same
time Loring ceased to practice medicine.

In 1852 Loring, on behalf of the Salem Lyceum, confirmed by

letter the dates of Emerson’s forthcoming lectures before that group

(8 and 9 March); he had been requested, he wrote, to suggest Emer-
son’s lecture on Fate “as one the people would be glad to hear.”
Loring continued that he was happy to hear that Emerson had not
forgotten “your letter to me,” possibly a reference to the reading list
which he had earlier requested, and assured him that he would
“await its arrival anxiously.” Loring was not able to attend the
lectures, however, being, as he wrote to his friend, unexpectedly
detained on a business trip to Washington; he added a word of
encouragement: “‘I trust your audience will be good for I know you
have good friends in Salem.”’33

When Emerson lectured again before the Salem Lyceum in the
following year (the lecture “American Character” was delivered on
29 November 1853 and repeated the next evening®¥), Loring invited

31. George B. Loring to James Russell Lowell, North Andover, 5 October 1838, James
Russell Lowell Papers. MH.

32. Ralph Waldo Emerson to Margaret Fuller, London, 25 April 1848, in Letters, 4:61—64.
Ralph Waldo Emerson to Margaret Fuller, Paris, 31 May 1848, in Letters, 4:79: Ralph Waldo
Emerson to William Emerson, on board the Enropa, 262 July 1848, in Lerters, 4:101; JMN, 11
237-38: Grorge Bailey Loring to Ralph Waldo Emerson, Salem, 20 Seprember 1851, Emer-
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Y tunctcry—attempt te-pasgg-the wcml.a.nd
isteel Dbills over -the -president’s veto
was scheduled for the-senate ‘today.
That it would fail.was

DBmocra e leadera .~ —-
The  cotton blilpnly sightly a.mend-

N ed by tlie senmel wa.s ontlie spedker’s

ﬂdmitted by
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{permitting  thelr "8

are- fmding it” lncveﬂslngly Rty
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{ MRS, EMMERTON
DIED EARLY TODAY

Lady of Many Benefactloqs
Passéd Away at Petersham| .
This Morning; Death of Dr.

F. C. Merrill, a Salemite.

WE_ISSUE TRAVELLERS'

MFbKT AND-

LETTERS OF.

- < Mrs--Fentife- Mi; -widow—ef - ex-Alder-
man George R, Emmerton - or this
eity, -died in Petersham  this
morn-ing She went- to Petersham a
week ago last Tuesdny, and last Sat-
urday she -:u{fered a se\ere shock,

PROSECUH@N

-

'Senator Pomerene’s Re .gL
tiof in Stafidard Oir it To=

Debate in the Senate.

Wéshington‘ ~Aug.- Benatort
Pomerenes résolution difedting .,

cute the Indivldual defendants in the
Standard OH nn‘d tobacco case
created a hnt debate in the éen%x!e

bacco Cases Caused ;H,ot:

the |-
attorhey geineral, cxlmlna]]y to prose- -

.RED(T FOR YOUR CONVEN-

ENCE WHILE

AWAY, “’AND

‘AKE SAFE CARE OF YOUR

ALUABLES'UNTIL YOUR RE-

‘URN.

2%

[KEAG TRUST CO.

1ITOTTY ﬁ(lhll ﬂuu—u'lu $53

Mrs. Emrmerton was born Lq Salem.
the daughter of the late Capt, John
Bertram, and was 75 yveurs of age.
Ehe was the richiest woman in Salem,
and was well knnwn fu_c her e¢hari-
table disposition, and one ever ready
to extend a helping hand to thuse
who were desirous of helping them-

selves, ‘and to those whn were, unable
to help themselves., Every ‘good and
worthy cause enlisted her sympathy

and ald. She was connected with
many of the benevolent socleties of
Sal‘em. and there she also gave of

' hier menns.
With others of her father's famllv
ishe joined In giving the »ld "Bertram

¢

JAFE DEPOSIT & TRUST CO.

|8

SURPLUS $100,000,

President, CEORGE C. VAUGHAN.
ialdents, CHAB, SANDERS and WM. H. GOVE.
tqguure_r, WM, 8 NICHOLS.

o

e, Fred €. Merrill,
at Tufts Dental callege, dled at hiE
Jhome in @uiney vesterday afternuon
J1¢ was horn in Sidem. the son of Saim

Irental professor

¥ (Ll eR,

TS AT TGO,

‘The Ohlo senator. domanded- -PAS-
sage of his ‘motiun tn take the resolu-
tion from its pigeon hole in _commit-

tee and consider {t on the. ficor. Pas—~
sage of ke resclution itself he de-
clared, "‘wns cessiry to perpetuate

respect among’ the penp!e for ‘the law
and its enforcement.' i

dollars with us. It .lb 13_ ple
way possible, as wa’ apxjreqiz
“upon the success of its<depo:
and : e\peditinus_handli_ng_m‘_
licit Four #ecount é.nd can.. a.

Salem- Five |
i T 2100E
Open 8.45 to_1.15 dally and 8z

Qurting from Atty. Gen Wicker-,
sham's writings, Iomerene asserted
fhat that officer had  deleaved for
strict enfnrecement of .the anti-trust
statute.  Senator Sutherlapd of *Utah
bitterty criticised the resnluth[n, de-
vlaring 1t “onel#df the mest—astound=

'OVER 26,000 DEPOSITORS. :

tng propositions ever put up to cun-
yress,"

hnmestead on =Fssex stréet” 1oy the N0 .
m\-enr Salem for a publie dbrary. |, 1t 18 absalutely Inane. Suther-
She wis a life member nf the Snclety and asserted. Ut means nothing: -it
for the Higher Educution of Women. teenmyilishes nothing, It can  be
and a member of the hoard of ”””'”."5:' hut a slur on the attorney
‘zmanagers of the 014 Ladles” Home. general and that is not a proper func-
Alrs. Kmmerton leives two daughters, inn “f_"”mzrvss. Ttz adoption would
‘Mre, (jenrge 1] Shattuek ind  Miss be an {“"!lsl'm by cnngress of the |
Curnline O Emmerton, several grand- 'lg“‘g" of annther branch of govern-
uiren, and o sister, Mrs, Willlam ment. - . . .
iebhb. Sanator Wenyon, former  “officia}
S trust buster’ of the department . of !
Dr. Fred C. Merrlll. fustire. =il he favored criminal pros-

ceution of the oll and tobacrco mag-
bt he disapproved of the
rn.wlulinn He lauded  \Wickersham
or o cdillgent andy fatthful pelrmmame

BIG ENGAGEMEN

Newton, Conn., Aug. 16~
was no battle today between tb
and Red armles, but the big e
ment of the week will come
o'clock tomorrow morning, T

‘ad,

_—— ET Tz e T ST e duty. | armies, the Red and.ihe Blue,
vears of age.  Gradnating frem  the ~~rl “';‘!]‘-\'K stits nﬂ]w 1 wr:;nd . be a ::w d?i"h peﬂ‘e(‘(mdg t;n?:rat“;‘:{a;
. : . T h f . < | faree, envaon declared, because|tle. w now an e
- Five Cents Savings Bank Building. sehocls nf Salem rimqf:;errrcf,;ffff.t‘x»:::v g Tase limie punishment to. finee, | mish hetween small scouting I
nking and Trust Company Husineas Transactad, l'r;lzr' :n}:“]; grﬁ(s‘;}h ITe opened  a: il imprisonment would be impossi- In order to be near the scéne
Intereat aliowed on Deposits subJect to check. »-';Th.‘P :;fl.,\'nr: ﬂln-!.in 188K he went tuJ‘?"' He hoped the Sherman  act|lle. General Rliss moved his
Speclal Rates on Time Deposlits. praredee md practieed his profession ¥l he amended and penal sen-jquarters to this Pplace from:Str
i1 Swirzerland, Genmany and Haly foritrnees sibsifinied far fines.  The res-|The atlation section was split 1
sy 12 vears. colutinn went over “thnt action. plane helng with each '1‘rm\ a
e —— i e - T\ hen T Merrill returnsd fe this for headguarters’ use. The:beg
country in 1848, he settled 1n \\‘nnn.-.--l ot the fiight, however,. will be
LEST WE FORGET Ston. The 1iar he went ta \Wallasion . from Stratford as in the pas
he was appninted a professor at Tufts ¥ day the aviators in auto
I'ental cnllege aml continued tn hold sroured the country over whi

DEPOSITS MADE IN THE

Five Cents Saymgs Bank

_that position until inecapacitated by
lllnesq Dr. Merrill was an enthusias-
‘t4e yachtsman, belng & member of the
.\Wollaston Yachkt club. He was always
-one of the leading spirits in the orgdn—

SPEAK SAME DAY

Atlantic City, Aug, jﬁj—ﬁ’hat may

hig battle will be fought and
possible landmg places.. . .

“If 1' buald acram J;:sh

PEABODY 'lzanon nf the nyinstrel shows that used he 1(hv ‘mnst) unmua camtpaisn' hap- P b A
b k nter features of this yacht{pening in the history of Amerlcan to \'Ou OI‘ uy,
FORE ;NEDNESDAY, AUG, 21, 1912, é? be winter fe palitics  hecamé a  possibility today conte s
. . Merrill is survived by a widnw|when it was learned that WWoodrow m materxa s .
\W INTEREST FROM THAT DATE. anDdr‘hrIee sons. Dr. Jonn L. Merrill,|\Wilson, Pregident  Taft and  Col 'rhg:;t 15 what & man safd "to
i d@ Dr. Ernest Merrill Ronsevelt may speak from the same . an &
PER CENT. IS THE RATE jitobert Merrlil an - piatinrm on the &teel pler here on the Oth" day—it Xas been t
11\ ! . Jennie E. Sanderson. Sept. .10. e . o us before. Do
4. H. MERRILL, Treas, v Mrs e B dow of John A.|  The Aannual natisnal encampment “There's & reason” that sho
, i Mrs Jenn;-‘ a t“thr’ home of Rer|of the United Spanlsh -‘War Veterans on tne surface of everything.
: ;Smndrrsun, \1‘1 ﬂf*rp]g-rxpk _\ Coker, | W be he%g,hem from Sept. 7 to ‘14 make and furnish-—eas 1or
d“-“\gl::;' sar erﬂ la:( might. “$he was|And-invitaligns for Sept. .10 Jvere exfl§ 1o prove—just as' easy
- WE ARE EXCLUSIVE SALEM ¥ born in Suleni, and wus the daughter ﬁ:{]r%utl? 11:.‘003:;:‘;1;1;:&2“tlﬁ)flmnpc;:é:? convinee yourself
.'lgE AGENTS FOR 6f the late Richard . and Jane E. dates. Gov. Wisen accepted Uncon- t
p . “Q'ld E : L- syfl(Woodman) Buthelder, and was In a'itl nanvz ‘Pres. Taf‘t se}:\t a Tentalf{: T
o . - : . T leaves .
\IOP( A SSexX II‘1¢I‘1 :E"":;‘::m\»“"}ﬂ:a S;};ﬂ“:,“&‘zfs ;;?L;or"; tive  acceptance and C‘lr:l'l Ro?tsr?\:i)t. Pltmaﬂ & Brﬂwn C
. I S Rt A 3 expressed a desire to mingle w s i
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eighteenth century, however, the Great Seal has had an eagle with its
head tumned to its right, the side prescribed by heraldic rules.*
Whethet Hawthorne ever remarked the differences between the
figure beneath which he entered the Custom House each morning
and the eagle of the seal on the many documents that daily crossed
his office desk will most likely never be known. But one notes a
strange disingenuousness together with inexplicable inaccuracies in
the description of Joseph True’s reworking of the national symbol
givenin “The Custom-House.” Using the very tentative phrase “if I
recall aright,” Hawthorne suggests he writes from distant memory
although his residence in 1849 was at 14 Mall Street and a bare few
minutes’ walk from the Custom House. Whether Hawthorne sim-
ply failed to recheck his memory against True’s carving or deliber-
ately misdescribed it, the authorial pretense to imperfect recollection
served his subordination of fact to satire. The eagle clutches no
“bunch of intermingled thunderbolts,” and rather than bearing
““barbed arrows in each claw,” the carved bird holds them only in its
left. Strangely, Hawthorne misses the one novelty of True’s figure
that might have served his angry caricature: the Salem artisan’s de-
parture from the pattern of the Great Seal and coat of arms in avert-
ing the eagle’s attention from the olive branch of peace in its right-
claw’s talons and toward the arrows of anger in its left claw. Whether
from inattention or by design, Hawthorne’s eagle is a creature of his

own contrivarce, one never seen above the Salem Custom House he
purports so faithfully to describe.

4. T.hc histories of the Great Seal and coat of arms of the United States are the subject of an
extensive study publ‘ished by the Office of the Historian, Bureau of Public Affairs, the De-
partment of State: Richard S. Patterson and Richardson Dougall, The Eagle and the Shield: A

History of the Grear Seal of the United States (Washington: U.S. Government Printing Office
1978). o '
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‘George Bailey Loring:
A Matter of Trust-s

By JOAN M. MALONEY*

ON an early fall day in 1891 an overflow crowd of Salem’s pros-
perous and not-so-prosperous citizens gathered to mourn the

- passing of Dr. George Bailey Loring, recognized as the city’s “most

prominent and best known resident . . . its ‘first citizen.” "’ The choir
of the North Unitarian Church intoned his favorite hymn, “Jerusa-

 lem—My Happy Home,” and Loring’s close friend, the Reverend

Edward Everett Hale, took the pulpit. Praising the physician as an
unfailing gentleman on the right side of every good cause and as a
man of temperance and active charity, Hale emphasized that Lor-
ing’s religiosity was a matter of “‘birth inheritance, early training and
confirmed habit.”? Loring’s widow and daughter stood side by side

to watch the oak casket-borne by an impressive honor guard of the .

Knights Templar down Essex Street to Harmony Grove Cemetery.
It was to be the last instance of their mutual toleration.

There are only a few abbreviated accounts of the career of Dr.
Loring, and they invariably laud his many professional contribu-
tions.? Nevertheless, there was a darker side to the gentle physician
which is revealed in the musty records of the Essex County registry
of deeds and probate court and in the papers of the Pickman family

carefully preserved in the Essex Institute. These suggest that Loring

* Joan M. Maloney is a professor of history at Salem Stace College, and she is grateful to thae
institution for awarding her a research grane. A graduate of Trinity College, she received her
master’s and doctorate from Georgetown University. She has authored numerous acticles on
modern China and is coauthor, with Peter S. H. Tang, of Communist China: The Domestic
Scene 19.49—67, published by Seton Hall University in 1967.

1. ‘Boston Herald, 15 September 1891.
2. Salem Gazette, 18 September 1891,
3. See, for example, Russell L. Jackson, The Physicians of Essex County (Salem: Essex

. Insticute, 1948), 75-76; Dumas Malone (ed.), Dictionary of American Biography (New York:

Scribners, 1933), vol. 11, 417-18.
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abused his first wife’s fortune, cheated his only surviving child ofher
inheritance, and left as his true legacy bad debts and tarnished prom-
‘ises. The man so admired by his contemporaries was, in fact, a
splendid example of the venality of our Gilded Age. '
Although George Loring’s political career is not the focus of this
study, reference must be made to it to appreciate his strengths and
weaknesses. In politics he proved to be astute; ambitious, and occa-
sionally amoral. The eldest son of a minister and grandson of a
‘tavern keeper, he seemed to inherit the veneer of the former and the
drive for financial gain of the latter. .
Bornin 1817 in North-Andover, George Loring taughit school for
a time before and after his graduation from Harvard in 1838. In 1842,
having studied with the illustrious Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes in
Boston, Loring was.awarded a medical degree by Harvard. A year
later he was appointed surgeon to the Marine Hospital in Chelseg,
where he served with distinction until 1850. Based in part on his

pioneering efforts to stem the spread of the deadly outbreak of an -

epidemic of pleuropneumonia, in 1849 the young physician was
. commissioned to revise the entire U.S. marine hospital system.*
The practice of medicine did not long hold Lorirllg’s interest.5 A
man of imposing stature, nearly six feet tall, Loring had .c,ourtlyv
manners, impressive oratorial skills, and a fascination for a wide and
disparate number of subjects from literature to animal hus.ba'n.dry."
Physical and mental gifts propelled him into the realm of politics.
For George Loring, politics initially meant the party of Jefferson
and Jackson in which he had been raised. By the eax:ly 1850s he gave
up his practice when his services to the Democrat.xc party were re-
warded by an appointment from President Franklin Pierce as post-

4. New York Times. 15 September 1891

5. In 1858 Loring ran as a Democrat for the 6th Massachusctts seat to the House. He

vigorously denied opposition charges that the real reason he ha.d stopped practicing Tedxcmc:
" was because of “some surgical cruelty said to have been committed many years ago.” George
B. Loring. Speech Delivered at Lynn, Massachuserts (Salem: Salem Advocate, 1858).

6. For a glimpse of Loring’s literary. interests see Ralph W.:ﬂdo eqerson to George B.
Loring. 27 November 1833 in the Pickman Papers, Essex Institute; :md. Salem _Obserw:r.. 12
March 1887, which reprinted an article from the Washington Star concerning a lecture Loring
gave on his schooldays correspondence with James Russell Lowell. Loring wrotea nu'mbcr of
his own articles. He wis a founder and the first president of the New England Agricultural
‘Society and had an abiding interest in the breeding of Ayrshire cattle.
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master of Salem. In 1856 Loring served as a delegate to the Demo-
cratic national convention meeting in Baltimore. For the first time
he associated with prominent national leaders, and was deeply im-
pressed with Jefferson Davis, continuing a correspondence with the
senator into 1859. As one of the prime organizers of the 1 April 1859
Jefferson Day gala in Salem’s Hamilton Hall, Loring reiterated the
philosophy of Davis, warning that “the welfare of five million
blacks will sacrifice the peace and happiness of twenty-five million
whites.”? ,

With the election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860, Loring faced the
reality that no Democrat was apt to win elective office in Massachu-
setts. In 1864 he formally broke with the Democrats and became an

articulate, if somewhat suspect,, Republican.® Loring was accepted
by his new party’s leaders, and by the voters. From 1866-1868 he
represented the second Essex district in the general court. In 187z he
was elected to the Massachusetts senate: the following year he was
chosen as that body’s president with only a single dissenting vote,
and he held this position through the sessions of 1874 to 1876. In
1876 Loring captured the Essex seat to the Congress from its Demo-
cratic incumbent by some 1,200 votes. Although his two terms in
Congress were hardly outstanding, he did make influential friends.
An early and ardent booster of James G. Blaine of Maine, Loring
‘was not forgotten by the senator when he failed to be renominated in
1880. Although Blaine too had failed in his ambition to win the
Republican presidential nomination, the victor, James G. Garfield,
had appointed him secretary of state in the interests of healing party
wounds. As secretary, Blaine used his influence to have the presi-
dent, only a day before he was shot, appoint Loring commissioner
of agriculture.® Loring was well suited to this post because of his

- long interest in horticulture and animal husbandry, and he served it

well until 1885, when Cleveland’s presidential victory swept out the

7. Pickman Papers, Box 8, Folder 10; hereafter referred to as PP with appropriate box and
folder number. .
8. D. Hamilton Hurd. History of Essex County, Massachuserts Wit Biographical Sketches. 2
vols. (Philadelphia: Lewis, 1888), 2:16.
" 9. James G. Blaine ro George B. Loring. undated, Pickran Papers. This is on the letterhead
of the secretary of state and marked “Very Confidential.™ It notes, "I wished and tried to
make it much higher, but it will be made higher in good season. . . . I could not conerol. ™

vt
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Republican appointees. In 1888 the Republicans regained the White
House. Although Loring hoped that Blaine’s repeated- good ofﬁcfes
would result in a Cabinet appointment, the new president, Be;rga—
min Harrison, countered “I put my foot down on that pretty
quick.”*° Instead Harrison offered Loring the less-prestigous minis-
try to Portugal, a post he held for a year. . .
Despite Loring’s political triumphs, he was frf:qtz'ently the object
of suspicion among his confreres. His early admiration for Jefferson

Davis was to haunt him, as did stories that he had publicly dined -

with Preston Brooks after the latter’s horrible attack on Charles
Surnner on the floor of the Senate. According to rumors, Loring had
declared that the beloved senior senator from Massachusetts had
only gotten what he deserved and had secretly raised- funds for Gen.
George McClellan in 1864 in an attempt to oust Lincoln.'* These

accusations must be weighed against the fact that the state Republi-

can leadership, Sumner included, endorsed most of Lp_ring’s politi-
cal aspirations while occasionally reini‘ng i.n his amb1t}ons. F?r ex-
ample, in 1871 Loring was bypassed in his run for his party’s en-
dorsement as governor, probably because of rumors about offering
a secret deal.’® Similarly, in 1879 the Forty-Sixth Congress' con-
sidered allegations that Loring had engaged in vote—ﬁxing in his
disgrice.'? . N S
Without doubt, Loring’s most controversial political association
was with Benjamin Butler. *‘Beast Butler,” so labeled for hi-s con-
tentious actions as military governor in Reconstruction Louisiana,
represented Essex County for three terms in the Congress.™ The
association between Butler and Loring dated back at least to 1862,
when they worked together to arrange shipping for military goods

on a commission basis, and Loring early worked for Buitler’s elec~

10. George Frishic Hoar. Autobiography of Sevenry Years, 2 vols. (New York: Facrar and
Rinchart. 1935), 2:215-16.

tt. Broadside. " To The Senarors Elect of Massachusetrs,” Decemiber 1872, in the collec-

tion of the Essex Institure. )
2. Dale Baum. The Civil War Party System: The Case of Massaclusetes, 18481876 (Chapel
Hill: Univ. of Norch Carolina Press, 1984), 138, :

13. Brief for Conwestanr in Contested Election, 6th Congressional District, Muassachuserts 46th .

Cong.. 2nd sess, 1879. (Boston: Rockwell and Churchill, 1880).
14. Butler actually resided in Lowell, bur racher than race the incumbent, he declared a
summer home in Gloucester to be his residence and ran from Essex County.

. but he made sure that his eldest and
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- tion to Congress. In 1871 the two men collaborated in a scheme to
have Loring inherit Butler’s Congressional seat in exchange for Lor-
ing’s efforts to elect Butler governor. Whatever loyalties existed

 between the two, they had vanished by 1878, when Butler endorsed
E. Moody Boynton of Gloucester, Democratic candidate for Lor-
ing’s seat, and then served as legal counsel in the actions brought
before the Congress charging Loring with electioneering irregulari-
ties. 15 , '

If George Loring courted political power, he most assuredly also
craved money. With the talents and training to make a fortune
through his medical practice, the man found a quicker way to riches
by marrage into the Pickman family of Salem. Several generations
of Pickmans had already built a family financial empire on the basis

- of shipping, merchandising, real estate, and astute investment when

George came to Salem in 1851 to marry his cousin, Mary Toppan
Pickman, 16 o ‘

Mary Toppan Pickman’s heritage, by blood and property, was
impressive. To be born a Pickman in early nineteenth-century Sa-
lem was to enjoy wealth and respect, built up by the family since
early colonial times. Mary’s most illustrious ancestor, Col. Benja-
min Pickman, son of a prosperous ship owner, in 1762 married

‘Mary Toppan, the daughter ofa wealthy Newbury physician. Ben-

Jamin, after graduation from both Harvard and Yale, entered upona
highly successful mercantile career. In 1770 he was appointed colo-
nel of the Essex Regirment, and as divisions widened between crown
and colony, the colonel remained loyal to his king. In 1775 he left for
what would be a ten-year stay in England, hoping by this maneuver

. to preserve his property from the revolutionaries by turning it over

to his wife. The first Mary Toppan proved more than equal to the
task of raising their five children and protecting their inheritance.

In later years Colonel Pickman had little enthusiasm for business,

youngest sons, Benjamin, Jr.,

and William, would acquire all the skills essential to commercial

success. In 1790 the boys weré apprenticed to the firm of Eljas

15. Brigffor Contestant . ., | op_ cir.
16. George’s maternal grandfather, Clark Gayton i

ckman, and Mary's paternal grand-
father. Benjamin Pickman, were brothers. )

*
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Hasket Derby. Derby, foremost of the wealthy ship owners of Sa-
lem,'” oversaw their training for the next six y€ars. Benjamin, Jr.,
gradually drifted away from the business world to pursue political
interests; William went to Boston to further his career. MeaﬁW‘Hile,
the alliance between these two-powerful families was cemented by
Benjamin’s marriage to Derby’s youngest daughter, Anstiss.

Colonel Pickman’s middle son, Thomas, was chosen to follow his
maternal grandfather’s profession of medicine. Thomas graduated
from Harvard in 1791. In 1802 he married Polly Haraden, who lived
only four more years and died childless. Thomas was then martied
again, to Sophia Palmer, whose father had been a participant in the
Boston Tea Party. The young physician was never strong and de-
pended upon his family for much of his support.*® In 1817, at the age
of forty-four, Thomas died after a long illness, predeceasing his
father by two years. With the exception of small legacies to his
mother-in-law and his infant daughter, he left all his worldly goods
to his young widow. They were barely adequate to permit her to
raise their child.®

Although she never knew her father and her mother was bur-
dened by ﬁnancml pressures, Mary Toppan Pickman’s childhood
was a happy one surrounded by loving relatives. Sophia carefully
nurtured the child’s small inheritance. In 1821, having petitioned the
court to be named legal guardian for the five-year-old, she sold at
public auction Mary’s one-fifth interest in the Pickman family man-
sion at 328 Essex Street. After the colonel’s death, this home was
occupied by William and his unmarried sister, Love Rawlins Pick-
man. Although it is puzzling that William should allow this public
auction, he was the highest bidder, at $800, and bore no ill will
toward his relatively impoverished sister-in-law.20

17. Derby was a rich man before the American Revolution began. Wartime privateering
and his decision in 1785 to launch the first New England ship direetly to China made him
extraordinarily wealthy and Salem, for a rime, the richest city in New England.

18. In 1786 Thomas’s parents deeded him property on Ferry Lane to the North qu.r to
fulfll the wishes of his maternal grandmother. Essex County Registry of Deeds (Salm1)
Book 145, Leaf 247, Thereis also a copy of this deed in PP 1o,

19. Sophia dicd 22 December 1862, leaving no real estate and only $1,500 in personal
property. Essex County Probate Court (Salem). Case 50224. Since she had received $1,000
from William Pickman’s estate, she obviously lived in‘modest circumstances.

20. Registry of Deeds. Book 227, Leaf 288,
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Sophia was determmed that Mary not forget the influence of her
father. At what point did she give the child her most cherished
remembrance from Thomas? While she had been in labor, her hus-
band was confined to his sickbed in the next room. “My dearest

- love,” he wrote to her, “I have ever thought that it was the duty of

Christians to observe the ordinances of the Supper . . . and I will
carefully unite with you in requesting an admission into Mr. Abbot’s
church————humbly imploring the divine favour to keep and direct me
in the right way.”’21

Sophla carefully preserved this note, applying a cloth backmo and
folding it so that it could be worn on her person. It not only reveals
the bond between husband and wife, but also between mother and

“daughter, for when she gave it to Mary, Sophia added: ¢ ‘My dear

Chlld . this will be the only line of his writing you will have
containing a precept to guide your conduct, let it be your rule upon
the most important subject.”’22

When she was fourteen, in 1831, Mary began keeping a diary. Its
entries reconstruct the loving relationships she had with her Uncle
William and Aunt Love Rawlinis. Seldom.did a day pass without her
visiting with them, taking walks, and having tea. From her mother
she was learning the value of thrift—carefully noting the expendi-
ture of five cents for leads and fifty cents for “follies”’—as well as the
importance of religious values. The girl's outlook was wholesome
and her study not inconsiderable. In 1839 Mary purchased a home at -
312 Essex Street in her own name, yet another sign of her deepening
maturity.

The Pickmans were not entlrely pleased when, in 1851 at the age
of thirty-five, Mary determined to marry George Loring. Immed1~
ately before the ceremony began, William and his friend John King
presided over the conclusion of 2 prenuptial contract. It dictated that
all of Mary’s assets were to be placed in a trust administered by her
cousin by marriage, Samuel Walcott, “for the sole and separate
benefit of said Mary during her life . . . without the interference
therein or control over the same of any husband she may marry and

21. Sophia also gave Mary a copy of her Father's last words as recorded by his friend
Everert Saltonstall, who had kept the death watch. Thomas died praying the “God will
sustain me.”” PP 1o0:4.

22. PP 1oiy4.
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upon the decease of said Mary . . . said trust shall pay said income
- and annual interest to Mrs. Sophia Pickman . . . and after the decease
of said Sophia . . . pay and convey all the principal of said trust fund
to George Bailey Loring.”* ‘ '
The assets to which Loring waived control were very substantial.
Through her father Mary owned or stood to inherit a fifth of lands
and buildings in Salem on the Lynn Road and Pleasant, Bridge,
Boston, Lafayette, Essex, and Charter Streets, as well as shares in s1x
‘banks, three railroads, hefty annuities, and stocks. It is not surpris-

ing that after the wedding, Loring moved into his bride’s home and -

gave up his practice of medicine. _

Despite William Pickman’s wariness, George Loring quickly found
ways to enter into the family’s fiscal affairs. In this he had a willing
and adroit ally in his younger brother John, a Boston attorney.
When Walcott died in 1855, the brothers Loring successfully peti-
tioned the court to be named coadministrators of Mary’s trust.?*
Their services were paid from the trust, sometimes at excessive
rates. For example, in 1858 they pocketed a fourth of the price ofa
parcel of land they sold on Derby Street from the trust.®?

In September of 1851, only two months before his niece’s mar-
riage, William Pickman made his will, naming as executors and
trustees Samuel Walcott, John King, J. Ingersoll Bowditch, and
John Loring. King declined and Walcott had to be removed because
of failing health. Since he had never married, William regarded
Mary virtually as his own, and was especially generous in his provi-
sions for her. The mansion on Essex Street that he had builtin 18138
(on the site of the earlier home purchased by Dr. Bezaleel Toppan in
1762 and given to his daughter, Colonel Pickman’s bride) was one of
the finest examples of Federalist homes in a neighborhood known
for its beautiful dwellings.26 A three-story brick home with hipped

23. Registry of Deeds. Book 517, Leat181.

24. Probate Court, 21 July 1869; Deeds, Book 1149, Leat 140.

25. The rrustecs. including the Lorings, sold this land tor $700 and retained a fourth of the
sales price. Several mouths later the land was reconveyed to George Loring, who eventually
resold it. . .

26. Salem Register, 20 August 1385; “Some Accounts of Houscs and Orther Buildings in
Salem from a Manuscript of che Late Colonel Benjamin Pickman Communicated by George
Bailey Lorng." Histwrical Collections of the Essex Institute 6(1864): 95. Salem Historical District
Study Committee, Reporr, vol. 1.
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roof and four tall chimneys, it was to be Love’s home for her life-
time. After her death,'William provided that the home be awarded
half to thé offspring of his brother Benjamin, and halfto Mary, with

~ Mary alone to enjoy occupancy and the benefits of any income for
her lifetime. Once more William indicated his cautious attitude .
toward George Loring: 328 Essex Street was to be for “her sole and

separate use and without the control or interference therein of any
husband . . . and it is expressly made part of this trust that she may
make such a will with or without the consent or knoWledge of her
husband.”??

It was also William’s desire that Mary get possession of the Pick~
man farm in South Salem. This great estate of 424 acres at the
juncture with Marblehead on the Lynn Road came into the family in
separate purchases and grants; going back to 1754 when Colonel
Pickman had far-sightedly bought land adjacent to the Great Pas-
tures and constructed a farmhouse and outbuildings. According to
the 1771 tax lists, the farm was then worked by two slaves who cared
for thirty-three cows and a horse, cutting the salt hay in the area of
the farm that abuts Forrest River.?® The colonel had left the farm in
equal shares to his surviving sons and daughters and to Mary as her
father’s interest. Benjamin, Jr., had only a limited concern about the
farm, and eventually sold his fifth to William, and Mary Osgobd left
her'share to Mary Toppan Pickman. : :

The farm was a money-maker. It was consistently rented to re-
liable tenants under stringent pravisions for its upkeep. Typical of

these leases is the agreement negotiated in May 1823 with. Erastus |

Ware and then renewed for the next ten years. Ware agreed to pay
rent ot S1,080 annually as well as all taxes and “‘to leave on the farm
all manure made there . . . cause the oxen and horses to be carefully
kept . . . carefully preserve the trees . . . from being injured by the
cattle.” The Pickmans reserved the rights to use several rooms in the

farmhouse, and all parties agreed to an evaluation of $1,228 on the

farm’s then inventory.?® In 1833 the farm was leased to a new tenant,
Benjamin G. Metcalt. Its inventory had grown to $2,558.27, so the

27. Registry of Deeds, Book 545, Leaf 124,

28. Beuye H. Pruite (ed.). Massachuserrs Tax Valuation List of 1771 (Boston: Hall, 1978),

134.
29. PPo:12.

[
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rent was adjusted up to $1,176.76.3° Prior to her marriage, Mary
Pickman received her share of the rents directly; afterwards they
were placed in the trust fund.’

When William decided that Mary should inherit the threedﬁfth
shares that he and Love had to the farm, he drafted a deed selhno

these interests to her for $500, including all buildings, rights, and ‘

privileges, “forever in trust.” Shortly thereafter, William, who was
then in his eighty-third year, became bedridden and required con-
stant nursing care. Less than three months later he was dead, missed
by all for his honesty, sound judgment, warm-heartedness, and
moral rectitude.’ E

William died on 1 May 1857; he was by any contemporary stan-
dard a very wealthy man. In 1855, according to his account books,
he was worth $186,702.16; by. 1856 this had grown to $193,325.01.
The inventory of his estate totaled $41,300 in real estate. and
$124,839.61 in personal property, most of which was shrewdly in-
vested in stocks and bonds, banks, railroads, and other profitable
businesses. The Lorings could anticipate that their share would be
very substantial. Until Bowditch resigned his directorship in 1867,
this second trust was paying out healthy amounts five times a year.
For example, in 1867 Mary received $1,461 in January, $676.56 in
April, $557.63 in July, $852.15 in October, and $691.33 in Decem-
ber. Moreover, the principal in the ten years from 1857 to 1867 grew
by over $16,600. These sums were relatively huge for their day, and
they enabled the Lonncrs to build a new mansion at the farm in
1860.31 ‘

In 1869 George Loring successfully petitioned the court to replace
Bowditch as director of the trust created by William. Now the
brothers Loring not only controlled the principal, but were also
awarded annual fees for their services. At this pointit is well to stress
three facts. First, William clearly never intended George to get con-
trol of his wife’s money. Second, the courts ignored William’s in-
tent, probably due to George’s persuasiveness and political connec-
tions. Finally, after the Lorings took over sole administration of the
trust, no further accountings were made to the court.

jo. PP o1z,
31. Probate, Case 50225, Tax records simply indicate “"new house.™
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e e o e g i i e e

GEORGE BAILEY LORING y

After the death of her brother in 18 57, Love Pickman continued to
occupy the Essex Street mansion. But she was aging and lonely, and
she doted on Mary’s new baby, insisting that she must revise her will
to provide for “the dear.”*? Consequently, in 1858 the Lorings

- moved into the Pickman mansion. Baby Mary Pickman had arrived

the previous Décember, and Sally was born in September of 1859.

* Raising two active daughters must have helped them overcome the

grief at losing a day-old son in 1853.33 Tragedy struck again when
Mary died at the age of six in 1864. Thus, Sally grew up in conditions
not unlike her motheér’s—an only child surrounded by adoring
adults.

Meanwhile, Love was becoming more and more dependent upon
the Lorings. In March of 1859 she conferred a power of attorney on

- George. John Loring was her personal attorney and executor of her

will. It was probably John, however, who convinced Love to nego-
tiate a cash settlement with Benjamin, Jr.’s, offspring, so that Mary’s
interest in the mansion house would be clear. In the summer of 1861
Love sent a note to the cashier of the Salem Bank, authorizing John
to examine and/or remove her papers “‘as he may see fit.”” The same
day the note was sent, John removed from the bank a black leather
trunk, bearing a brass tag with William’s name.34 Love obviously no
longer shared William’s. original cautions, signing her letters to John
“your affectionate aunt.” In very frail handwriting, Love wrote John

-requesting that he redraft her will to provide that should Mary die
~ first, and Sally before the age of twenty-one, then George should

receive half of $18,000, the remainder to be divided among her heirs
atlaw.35 [n yet another note to John, the old woman insisted that her
legacy to Mary was to be placed in trust, but if Mary died first the
income on the principal was to go to George, with all assets to be

- divided among their children at his death.3¢

Love died on 13 November 1863, in her seventy-eighth year.

32. Love Rawlins Pickman to John A. Lormg,, 17 January 1854. PP 10:3.
. 33. The Pickman family Bible was passed down from Colonel Benjamin o Love and from
her to Mary, and then to Sally. and Sally's son. After his death it went to a grandson of
Benjamin Pickman, Jr.

34. Love Pickman to John Loring, 28 August 1861, and bank receipr of same date. PP 10:3.

35.' Love Rawlins Pickman to John A. Loring. undated. PP 10:3.

36. PP to:3. -
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William Endicott, William Roger, and J. Osgood Loring were re-
tained to appraise her estate. According to their inventory, she left
$15,400 in real estate and $79,116.99 in personal property, the_ latter
including a library of 1,200 volumes and the Pickman silver, ds well
as investments. Again the Loring brothers filled dual roles as execu-
tors for Love’s estate and as managers of Mary’s trust. .

Considering Mary’s substantial resources and her failing health, ‘it
is éurprising that she did not draft a will until October of 1877.
Indeed, her poor health and the fact that she had long been removed
from any direct control of her assets may explain this indifference. In
her last will, other than a $5,000 sum to be given Sally directly, Mary
provided that everything was to go to her husband “‘to have 'the
income of the same so long as he shalllive . . . and at his decease [ give
devise and bequeath the said principal and any accumulated income
to my daughter Sally . . . and her heirs forever, free from any
trusts.”’37 :

Although Mary’s provisions were consistent with her prenuptial
agreement, her forceful declaration that Sally, then only eighteen, be
spared the necessity of a trust indicates dissatisfaction with her own
arrangements. :

On 15 August 1878, only months before her death, Mary “signed”

a codidl: “I give . . . to my said husband and to his heirs and assigns
forever and free from any and all trusts all those lands situated in
South Salem so-called, known as and called the Pickman Farm. . . .
As to that portion of my estate of which by my said will my said
husband is given the use and income, [ wish no trustee to be ap-
pointed it being my desire that my said husband shall have the
personal management. . . .38 :

This codicil raises several questions. It stands in sharp contrast to
her decisions of the previous year and certainly goes against the
intentions of William and Love when they sold her their interest in
the farm. More important, Mary’s quavery signature is either that of
a dying woman, or is perhaps imitated. In either case it suggests that

~ she may not have been fully aware of what she was doing. Also
suspicious is the fact that the witnesses to the codicil were two family

37. Probate Case 45598,
38. Probate Case 45593.
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domestics, Lizzie Fisher and Annie Hallahan, and her attending
physician, Dr. William Mack, who was a friend of George’s. It
should be added that no questions were raised when George sub-
mitted her will for probate in January of 1879 and posted a required
$200,000 bond, nor was the court concerned when he failed to file
the requisite papers within the required three-month period.

Having been brought back to Salem in the early summer in rap-
idly failing health, Mary died in the Pickman mansion at ten o’clock
on a Sunday evening in the first week of December 1878. It was

- perhaps a blessed release after a long and painful illness. Along with
'Sally, then nineteen, the community felt the loss of “‘a leading and

very estimable character of high culture,” a “‘kind and gentle spirit”

who ““thonght nothing but good thoughts arid did nothing but good

deeds.” Mary had “won the close confidence and sincere gratitude -
of the poor” for her benevolence and sympathy.3°

George had left the spring session of the House early, attended for
only two days in the fall, and in January 1879 was still referring to his
unspeakable physical and mental anguish.*® A year and a half later,
on 10 June 1880, he married Anna Smith Hildreth in New York. She
was the widow of Charles Hildreth and mother of a then-minor son,
Loring Hildreth. George would soon be immersed in a whirlwind of-
congenial activities related to being named commissioner of agricul-
ture. Although he and his extended family returned to Salem per-
iodically for vacations, Loring’s main interest now was in Washing-
torn. :

During most of his Salem visits, Loring preferred to stay at the
farm; the mansion on Essex Street was largely unoccupied from the
time of Mary’s death. Thusin 1885, when Loring planned to acquire
a sumptuous residence in Washington and needed $z5,000 cash, he
determined to sell-the mansion house. John Loring was drafted to
arrange the sale, and Dr. George R. Emmerton agreed to a price of
$15,000. John was apparently also able to satisfy Andrew Fitz, who
had been retained by the Emmertons to search the title, that George

- Loring was the sole owner. In May John brought the deed to Wash-

39. Boston Daily Advertiser, 3 December 1878; Salem Seini-Weekly Gazerte, 3 December

40. Con_grm‘.\’inmil Record, 45th Cong., 2d sess., 1878, 2488 . 38 sess., 1879, 410,
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The Loring Farm

. ington. In the presence of his brother and John E. Beall, commis-
sioner of deeds for Massachusetts, George Loring certified that he
was giving a quitclaim “in my own right and as executor of Mary
Toppan Pickman’s will.”#! _

Emmerton’s check, which arrived four days later, was immedi-
ately put toward the purchase price of a residence at 1521—23 K
Street. This marked the end to the Lorings’ use of the mansion
house. Certainly George Loring knew that this contravened the
wishes of William and Love Pickman and his own wife, so he was
careful to have Sally countersign the deed to the Emmertons: “I do
release all claims under Mary’s or William’s wills.”4?

Having returned to Salem for the summer, Loring drafte.d‘se-veral
agreements and had them witnessed by Thomas Savage, a justice of
the peace in Suffolk County, on Saturday, 20 June 1885. The most
important of these provided that some 340 working acres of the farm

were to be “sold” to Otis Shaw, John Loring’s law clerk, who would

41. Deeds; Book 1149, Leaf 140.
42. Deeds, Book 1149, Leaf 140.
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then reconvey. the property to Anna for the sum of one dollar. Anna
readily signed this paper transaction since she stood to gain most of
the farm and its revenues. As this was hardly favorable to Sally,
Loring provided in other documents that she was to inherit all of the
contents of his residences in Washington and at'the farm. Sally, of
course, was not informed of any of these provisions.

On the following Monday, 22 June, knowing that his brother was
out of town, George Loring visited John’s Boston law office and
required Otis Shaw to certify the documents of 20 June and draft yet
another agreement. By the latter George conveyed the remaining
some 9o acres of the farm and its house to John “for one dollar.”#3
John was to hold this in trust for Anna and Sally, each of whom"
would have a lifetime half share in the farm as tenants in common.

“Upon the death of either, that share was to be conveyed to that

party’s heirs or could be disposed of by will. If both assented, the
property could be sold. “I am lawfully seized in fee simple of the
granted premises,” George added, and “I have a good right to sell

73

-and convey the same.” This document was also signed by Anna,

who added “I release all right to both dower and homestead in the
granted premises.”#* George personally filed the new trust with the
Essex County Registry of Deeds on the same day it was drafted. If

- there was to be a victim in this plot, it had to be Sally.-

The day following George’s preparation of the trust, John Loring
discovered its existence from his clerk. Shaw immediately thought
better of his participation in the various exchanges; he cancelled out’
the provision for dividing the farm with the bulk going to Anna by
returning the paper to George. Since the trust had already been filed,
John Loring drafted a refutation. For a dollar given back to George
he gave quitclaim to the farm, “to annul and cancel the aforesaid
conveyance and all trusts, if any . . . the same never having been
assented to by. me.”45 John made sure that both Sally and Anna
signed their assent to his declaration before he went to the court-
house. : ' ‘

Between 1885, when he was replaced as commissioner of agricul-

43. Deeds. Book 1152, Leaf248.
44. Deeds, Book 11352, Leaf 248, .
45. Deeds, Book 1152, Leaf 248: John Loring’s deed is incorrectly dated 22 June.
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ture, and 1889 when he was named minister to Lisbon, George
Loring was unsalaried and unsuccessful in his endeavors to have the
Congress grant him a special pension. His principal sources of in-
come were rents and stock dividends. On the advice of a forimer
Congressional colleague who had earlier been solicitor for the Phila-
delphia Company, Loring bought considerable stock in this corpo-
ration. Its production of natural gas enabled payment of high divi-
dends. The farm lease continued to be Loring’s most reliable source
ofincome. Nevertheless, he was often pressed for money and eager
for anew government appointment. The Lisbon mission was hardly
- his preference, but he accepted it readily in the hopes of accumulat-
Ing some savings. ' : ' a
The Lorings’ departure for Europe was facilitated by borrowing
ready cash from John. John also agreed to oversee George’s entire’
financial interests and to watch over Sally. Sally was to get $100a
month from the trusts left her by Love Pickman and Mary Loring to
cover her expenses for boarding around with friends. John also
agreed to retain his brother’s will. For a time all these arrangements
were amicable. Soon enough George’s expenses began outrunning
his income, and he was demanding that John send him “what money
you have as soon as you can.”’#¢ Sally was demanding a more equit-
able share of her assets. Even more troublesome was the'fact that the
stocks of the Philadelphia Company began to fluctuate wildly. Loss
of thisincome, as George putit, “would embarrass me s_eriously.”“?
Coupled with his financial worries, George Loring was also be-
coming increasingly frustrated by his professional inactivity. Lisbon
was hardly a demanding diplomatic assignment. As the king lingered
near death most of the activites of the court ceased. For a man like
Loring, used to a wide circle of friends and admirers, the social
isolation was cloying. As he confessed to his brother, at times he was
reduced to “‘drinking toddies with the red-nosed superintendent”
for want of other companionship.48 Small wonder, then, thathe was
increasingly given to recollecting earlier and happier days in Salem.

- 46. George B. Loring to John A. Loring, 18 December 1839; in the George B. Loring
Papers 1857-1890, Essex Institute; hereafter referred to as LP with date.

47. LP, 10 October 1889.

48. LP, 5 Seprember 1889.
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Loring’s memories induced a deep and lingering state of depres-
sion. The loss of loved ones and recollections of how he had never
appreciated them properly led to a point Where ‘all this memory
nearly kills me.” Professional achievements no longer consoled lim.
Summing up his whole life he concluded “what a tragedy it hasall
been.”4° His melancholia made him more and more dependent on
Anna. Able to converse fluently in French and much taken with her
introduction to European society, -Anna Loring was thoroughly
enjoying herself and making many friends. Given the situation, it
was probably inevitable that George Loring began to think of his
obligations to provide more adequately for Anna’s future. In these
considerations the disposition of the farm loomed very large.

Loring’s experiences proved to him that Anna had little head for
finances. She also told him several times that, should anything hap-
pen to him, she would never live at the farm. Meanwhile, Sally
Loring was no more than a paying boarder, with no real home of her
own. Trying to reconcile all these factors, Loring decided. to draft
further instructions. He requested John to accept administration of a
joint trust for Anna and Sally. According toits terms Sally would
occupy the homestead and pay rent to Anna. Sally would also inherit

most of his personal effects. Anna, however, was to be awarded 60
percent of all income from the property. Not surprisingly, John was

enjoined to *“‘say nothing to Sally about this matter.”’5? . : »

Just in case something should happen to these instructions in tran-
sit, Loring also drafted a will himself and had it witnessed locally. As
- the weeks dragged on, he repeatedly revised his instructions. Annd
was to inherit an 80 percent interest in the farm and Sally 20 percent,
curiously Justlﬁed by his contention that Mary had originally glven
him the farm *“to provide for Anna and Loring.”’5* -

. John Loring questioned this distribution as being capricious, even
mean. George then agreed to a 75:25 division, but beyond this he .

would not budge. John reminded him that this was still unfair to
Sally and actually contravened Mary’s intentions expressed in her
will. George retorted that he was in fact honoring Mary’s wishes. As

49. LP, 4 August and 10 October 1889.
50. LP, 10 October 1889g.
51. LP, 21 November 1889.
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he recalled, she had told him “Tam going to give you the farm so you
can educate Loring if necessary.” He similarly insisted that all his

property be divided by the same ratio. Sally was to be compensated ’

for the inequity of the real estate division by being awarded more of
his cash assets. With his usual optimism returning, Loring insisted
that by all this, “Sally will have an abundance.”?

The Lorings returned from Portugal in June of 1890 for what they
intended to be an extended visit. A reporter visiting the farm only a
day after their return observed that George Loring appeared to be
“very much at ease and eager to converse before a comfortable fire in
the library.”’s® When the Department of State rejected his request to
extend his home leave, probably because Harrison was being dunned
for the ministry by another office-secker, Loring resigned his com-

mission and took up the life of a gentleman farmer.5¢ He also began - -

work on a book relating his experiences in Portugal. Dedicated to
Sally, the book was published in 1891 by Putnam. It was reviewed
favorably for its solid understanding of Portuguese history. It did
not, however, fulfill Loring’s intent that it be a moneymaker.

On 1 September 1891 George Loring enjoyed a visit to Boston.
Shortly thereafter he contracted a severe case of diarrhea and became
bedridden for over a week. On 13 September he felt well enough to
walk about the farm, but late that night he developed respiratory

problems, and died suddenly about rmdmcrht John Loring assumed =~

the responsibility of handling his deceased brother’s final affairs.
Despite the proliferation of wills George Loring had drafted, John
informed the probate court that his brother had died intestate. Since
he filed with the court in Newburyport, not Salem, it is likely that
John sought to avoid publicity about his brother’s estate as much as

possible. .
According to the appraisal prepared by Arthur Huntington, ]J.

Frank Dalton, and William L. Hyde, George left only $25 worth of
real estate—a house lot in Boxford, and personal effects valued at’

but $8,251.24 and largely consisting of the contents and animals at

52. LP, 2 May 18g0.

53. Boston Journal, 16 June 1890.

54. George Barcheller, then assistant secretary of the Treasury, cultivared a diplomatic
assignment; the president submitted his name to the Senate the same day Loring resigned.
New York Times, 2 October 1390.
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the farm.55 Since no will was presented, the farm was awarded
according to the provisions of George Loring’s controversial June
1885 trust: that is, Anna and Sally were given equal shares in the
property. Despite her earlier protestations, Anna Loring decided to-
reside on the farm and manage her own financial affairs with the help

of a Salem attorney, Arthur Huntington. Sally’s share was added to

the trust administered for her by a reliable family friend, Thomas’
Sanders.

One may speculate over what George Loring had done with the
fortune that had passed through his hands. Two years after his death,

Anna was confronted with suits, back taxes, and other debts left by |

Loring as his ultimate legacy. In 1893, with Sally’s consent, she was
obliged to sell a parcel of land to the town of Marblehead for $ 5,000
to pay the back taxes and satisfy her husband’s other debts of $1,133.
In 1894 Anna had to approach Thomas Sanders, a director of
Sally’s trust, to request permission to float 4 mortgage on the farm
sufficient to pay legal bills due to him, Arthur Huntington, and John -
Loring. John, then representing Sally by power of attorney, raised
the question that the sum Anna sought, $6,300, was inflated com-

~ pared to the worth of the farm. (This caveat was hardly valid, since

at the time the property had an assessed tax value of over $38,000.)

- With Sandér’s approval, Anna then obtained the mortgage from the

Salem Five Cents Savings Bank. In exchange she had to consent to
another series of legal restrictions. '

Since there were still ambiguities concerning Loring’s final trust,
Anna and Sally agreed to another paper transaction. They conveyed

* the farm to Huntington, who then immediately returned it to them

in a new form of trust. By this the lawyers were able to add specific
restrictions. Anna was pledged use of the farm, and in turn had to
agree that she would pay all taxes and upkeep, maintain insurance,

. provide a regular accounting of rents and income, and meet the

expenses of Sally’s trustee as his bills were submitted. Furthermore,
she could not make any lease for a period-to exceed five years with-
out Sally’s explicit consent, and was forbidden to place any further
encumbrances on the property. Sally was under no obligation to
repay any part of the mortgage unless the property were sold.

55. Probate Case 71342.
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The $6,300 was only a stopgap-to. Anna’s continuing financial

problems. In July of 1895 a more permanent solution appeared inan

offer from Henry W. Whitney of Brookline to purchase the property
outright. Whitney, who was affiliated with the New England Trust
Company, offered to pay $85,000 cash—3$78,000 directly to Anna
and $7,000.in escrtow to clear any existing claims—by November
15. Anna was to retain use of the property until 1 April 1896, when
the current farm lease expired. The sale was contingent upon a clear
title.

The sale was voided. Sally; then aged th1rty—51x, was making
wedding plans. In August Huntington and his law partner, Andrew
Fitz, informed her that her father’s trust had been filed incorrectly.
More important, it was unconstitutional because George Loring had
given Sally and Anna only lifetime possession, with the. property
then to pass to their lawful heirs. Anna’s son, Loring Hildreth, was
still a minor: Sally assumedly would eventually have children of her
own. Since a trust can be annulled only with the consent of all
involved parties, neither a minor child nor “heirs unborn” could
give assent. The attorneys, then representing Anna, suggested that
recourse be sought through the general court. On the first of No-

-vember, only weeks before the planned closing, Sally wed Theo-
dore F. Dwight in Boston, taking up residence on-Mt. Vernon
Street. Whitney’s counsel voided the sales offer on the bas1s oflack of
clear title, because of the existence of the trust.

The question of rights of the unborn drifted into the court.
Largely at Anna’s instigation, action was brought against Whitney
for voiding the sale. He argued that, while Anna and Sally had
undisputed lifetime rights to the property, they could not cancel a
trust without the consent of all parties—a patent impossibility under
the circumstances.5¢ On 6 November 1896 Sally delivered a son,
Lawrence. Meanwhile the suit against Whltney had been thrown out
of court.

In 1897 the general court passed a statute that seemingly removed
the impediment concerning protecting rights of the unborn. Anna,
with Sally’s grudging approval, lost no time in filing a new suit

56. Loring vs. Whitney, Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court (Essex), 167 Massachusetts
550, 1897. '

Sally Loring -
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against Whitney which was to make its way to the sFate’s supreme "’
judicial court. Anna S. Loring et al. vs. Loring Hildreth was an
attempt to break George Loring’s trust agreement and have tlt}lle to
the farm revert to direct ownership by his widow anc% _da}lgd ter.
Loring Hildreth had now reached the age of 1ega1 maturity an 1v&{as
living in New York. He walved any interest in his mother’s claim

and was unrepresented. The court did appoint a guardian to protect

the rights of Sally’s son, Lawrence Dwight. Attorney R. D . 'West.on-
Smith of Boston argued for the boy that the trust was binding since
it had been filed correctly, no improprieties had _been proven, and
the document clearly showed George Loring’s intentions. More-

over, Anna herself had signed it, even though neither she nor Sally

had been given copies. None of the par.ties questioned George’s
right, under the will of Mary Loring, to dispose o'f the property.

In February 1897 the court ruled that the existence of Gc‘zorgle.
Loring’s trust was sufficient grounds for Mr. Whitney to void his
sales agreement. This was a temporary Victory for. S»ally. As“Hunt,-

. ington wrote to Theodore Dwight, the judge’s decision was favor-
able to us at all points.”%7 o

In 1898 Whitney, who had moved to Cohasset, renewed his inter-
est in the Pickman farm. This was due in part to John Lo.nng S
efforts. By now, Sally rejected any contact VV.lth Anna, refusing to
respond to letters and telegrams. A serious rift had also develo.ped
between Sally and the director of her trust, Thomas S_anders. Since
Sanders. favored selling the farm, which would require temporary
collaboration with Anna, Sally tried to dismiss him as her trustee. In
1 letter to her written 20 February Sanders admonished Sally_ that she
should welcome his efforts to conclude a sale at some five times the

appraised value of the farm.*®In a letter to him written on 21 Feb'ru—
ary she noted that she could not imagine why he w?uld be anythslgng
but relieved to be removed of the burden of managing Fhe trust.
More and more lawyers entered the dispute. Increasing pressures
were exerted on Sally. She was accused of making trouble in protest-
ing that Anna had altered the property by erection of a stone wall;

57- Hunﬁng:on to Dwight. 28 July 1898. PP 11:3.
58. Sanders's figures are grossly inflated.
59. Sally retained Blake’s services until the sale was completed. PP 11:3.
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she was also informed that the time for sale was opportune since the
rising Forrest River had flooded pasture land, and she was reminded
that, in any case, the sale could take place without her consent.

Sanders alone had the legal authority to dispose of her interests.®
- Nevertheless, Sally continued to fight to retain the Pickman legacy

for her small son, vainly accusing Anna of “double-dealing.”’6?

ve

- On 21 April 1898 the title to the Pickman farm passed to Whitney

for the original negotiated price of $85,600. Although he had pre-
ferred to pay cash and even offered to invest the proceeds in his
company at a fair rate of return, Anna insisted on taking back-a
mortgage. Whitney agreed to pay $36,000 over a five-year period,
and in the interim to meet all expenses related to the property. The
attorneys then presented their fees.52

“Sally Loring Dwight eventually received her share of the sale:
$39,278 was deposited in trust in the Old Colony Trust Company.
Again she was denied direct control of her assets.®® In March 1904
Theodore Dwight was commissioned as consular agent to Hevey,
Switzerland, by Secretary of State John Hay. Sally’s financial inter-
ests continued to be represented by Robert Gardiner. In 1912 she

" sold the last of the Pickman property in Salem—the land and build-

ings on Charter and Central streets. In August 1913 Sally died in
Switzerland. Her husband returned to Boston, and died there in
February 1917. Their son, for whom she had struggled to preserve

his Pickman inheritance, graduated from West Pointin 1917. Com- -

missioned a second lieutenant, he was immediately assigned to a
trench mortar battalion with the American Expeditionary Forces in
France. On 2 February 1918 he died in the U.S. Naval Hospital in
Brest. , .

Adjacent headstones in Salem’s Harmony Grove Cemetery mark
the final resting places of William, Love, and Sophia Pickman, and

George and Mary Loring.%* It is appropriate that Lawrence Dwight

60. Huntingron to Dwight, 18 February 1898. PP 11:3.

61. Sally Dwight to Sandets, 21 February 1898. PP 11:3.

62. These were considerable. For example, Huntington charged $1,022 and Weston-Smith
$728. The atrorneys had to threaten suit to get Anna to pay their fees.

63. Sanders resigned as soon as the sale was completed, and was

replaced by Robert
Gardiner. :

64. Sometime in the early 189os Sally had the remains of her mother and sister and the
Pickmans removed from the Broad St. Cemetery to Harmony Grove.
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lies in a cemetery in France, for the position he should have enjoyed
as a descendant of the Pickmans had been denied him. Other than
George’s daughter Sally and his grandson Lawrénce (who died un-
married), Loring had no descendants, but his fame continues to be
marked in the city where he always said he had been happiest. Lor-
ing Avenue in South Salem runs past the old Pickman farm. The

conduct of the private man must be weighed against the honors-

accorded the public figure. Loring’s ambitions had been the single

most important factor in destroying the Pickman legacy. Through

his repeated intervention in the Pickman trusts, ineffectual business

dealings, and disregard for the rights of his daughter, George Bailey

Loring displayed a private side of his character which was at odds

- with his public demeanor and his many professional accomplish-
ments. '

The Masconomo Statue

By HERBERT A. KENNY~*

ON a rather ornate pedestal in a corner on the first floor of the |
Manchester, Massachusetts, Town Hall stands a twWenty-six-

inch bronze statue under which is a brass plate with the inscription:

" Masconomo

This statue of Masconomo, sagamore of the Agawam
tribe, was presented to the town by a group of.
. interested citizens who wished to honor his memory.

The statue represents the figure of 2 man naked from the waist up,
the lower half of his body covered by a drape that runs to the.
ground. A fold of it is around his forearms, which are crossed on his ' .
mudriff. His long neck rises from broad shoulders. The head is pro-
portionately small, with a high forehead and eyes that are closed as if
in meditation. Long braids flank either side of his head and hang to
his breast. Another similar braid hangs down his back. The face is
strong, with a large mouth and wide nose. The general style is art
deco. The figure, of course, is an idealization, since no portrait of
any sort of Masconomo survives.

The drive to raise money to buy the statue began in the summer of -
1983 and was quickly oversubscribed. I was asked by my fellow |
townsmen to prepare a brief history of Masconomo and his statue
which could be presented to each subscriber. The essay was printed
in the form of a pamphlet with a cover photo of the statue by Richard
Towle.. . : _ :

A sense of history is built into us all. We are-moved by our
historical past and we are ourselves becomiing the historical past. |
The sensé of history is more lively in the residents of Manchester

* Herbert A. Kenny is a former newspaperman and Manchester town official. An active
historian and author. he was largely responsible for the formation of the commictee to
purchase, cast, and donate the Masconomo statue to the town.
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