P.O.BOX 865 SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS 01970 / PHONE (508) 745-0799

3 FEDERAL COURT

Built for
REVEREND WILLIAM WILLIAMS
¢. 1829

Research by:
Larry Davis
August, 1994



THREE FEDERAL COURT

The house located at 3 Federal Court in Salem was built
circa 1829 by the Reversnd William Williams of Salem. Tax
records for 1828 show Rev. Williams' name in the rolls, but no
address is listed next to his name. His name does not appear iIin
Ward 4 tax records before 1828, which leads +to the conclusion

that the he buiilt the house on Federal Court either in 1828 or

1829. Before 1828 James Barr was the owner, and paid taxes on a
lot of land on Federal Court. [Tax Records, 1B20-1829, Essex

Institutel]. Tax records for 1829, 1830, and 1831 confirm the
gxistence of the house at 3 Federal Court, In 1832 Rev. Williams
paid $17.28 in real estate taxes, with the property listed as

being worth $2500,00 [Tax Records, 1B32, Essex Institutel.

Documentis indicate that the house has had an interesting
history, James Barr, wﬂo owned the pleot of land upon which the
house was later built, was & merchant during Salem’s glory days
as an important New England port. His father, James Barr, Sr.
was also an wealthy merchant who owned much property in Salem. A
_ Fegistry of Dgeds document first makss mention of the property at
;{%%-g-ﬁ‘%?édaral Court. The document, dated February 13, 1806, is an

‘ égreemsnt between Barr and Micah .Wild (who built the house
directly across +the street from 3 Federal Court) calling for a
"court or private way of twenty four fest wide extending from
Federal Street to said Nathaniel! Ropes! land..." [Essex Co. Reg.

of Deseds, Book 177, Leaf 148 -- see attached copy]l Hence the

origins of Federal Court.



Barr sold +the plot in 1826 to Elias Cornelius who held the -~ |

hroperty for a short time, selling the plot to Reverend Williams
in 1827. As mentioned above, Rev. Williams built the house circa
1829, For the next several aecades, until 1897, the house would
be owned by the UWilliams family. John S. Williams bought the
property from Rev, Williams in 1834, John was employed as a
counsellor at Williams and Story,_whicﬁ appears to have been a
law firm located on Washington Street in Salem ([Salem Director ’
1838, 18421. John died in 1849, and his widow, Mshitable O,
Williams, lived in the house until her death in 1887,

After the long tenure qf the Williams family, Alden P. White
and his wife Jessie are listed as living at 3 Federal Court
[Salem Directory, 1887-18981, White was a lawyer and later =a
Judge in the Probate Court in Salem. He was well respected and
involved himself tirelessly in Salem’s civic, political, and
intellectual life. He was born in Danvers on October 20, 1856, a
descendant of the White, Perley, and Putnam families of Essex
County, He was weighth in direct line from William and Susanna
White through their son, Resulved, all of whom came over on the
Mayflower. His maternal anoestor was Allan Perley, who came over
with Governor Winthrop in 18630. Judge White attended Harvard Law
School after graduating from Amherst College in 1878. He becams
Probate Judge in 1918. His invelvement in Salem'’s affairs was
legendary -- he was a member of the Board of Aldermen, the
School Committee, the Public Library, the Athenaeum, the Chamber

of Commerce, the Tabkernacle Church, and the Oratorio Sosciety (he

was known as a spellbinding orator). He was President of the



" of the author. He even served as President oaf the Ezseyx

Institute. This is only a partial list of his Involvement in the

life of Salem [See attached clippingsl.

Judge White died in 1933, and his wife Jessie lived in the
house wuntil she se0ld it in 1938 to Thomas Fenno of Beverly.
Fenno was employed as a manager. It was.under Fenno's ownership
that the house was converted into a multiple family dwelling in
1840. Besides Fenno and his wife Hazel, Arthur E. Fiske and his
wife Maud are listed as living at 3 Federal! Court. Fiske was
employed in the insurance business. 3 1/2 Federal Court was
ocuupied by Amy H. Merrill, whe Qorked a5 & clerk at Daniel Low

and Company, located in downtown Salem (Salem Dirgectory, 1940,

19461,
In 1846 Fenno sold the house to Mary Cummings. Since 1888

the house has been owned by Luella Cummings.

Note: The Peabody Essex Museum Library (132 Essex Street) has an
interesting collection of photographs from the late 19th and
garly 20th centuries. The houses on Federal Court may be

included in the collection.



DOCUMENTATION
¥#% Essex County Registry of Deeds, Book 240, Leaf B4
Grantor: James Barr of Salem, Merchant
Granteg: Elias Cornelius of Salem
Consideration: $800.00

Convevance gf: See E.C.R.D. Book 247, Leaf 161 (below)

Date Recorded: January 17, 1826

#%% E,C.R.D, Book 247, Leaf 161

Grantor: Azron P. Cleaveland of Boston, Merchant and Treasursr
of the American Education Society

Grantee: William Williams of Salsnm

Considerations: $4800. 00

Conveyance of: "a c¢ertain tract or parce! of land situate in
Salem and 1is bounded as follows to wit. béginning at a mark in a
stone at the northwest corner of said land on Federal Court
thence running Southerly one hundred and forty feet and one ingh
as the fence now stands to land late of Nathaniel Ropes deceased,
thence running Easterly by land of said Ropes seventy feset and
ten inches to land late of mary Hathorne deceased thence running
Northerly one hundred and ten feet and three inches by land of
said Hathorne partly and partly on land of Reed to a mark in a
stone at the Northeast corner of said lot and thence running in a
straight line Westerly sixty feet and nine inches by land of
Timothy Chamberlain to the mark in the first mentioned stone at
the Northwest corner of the granted lot and is the same tract or
parcel of land conveyed by James Barr to the Rev. Elias Cornelius
by his deed dated the 17 day of January 1826 and recorded in the
Registry of Deeds of said County of Essex Book 240, Leaf 64..."

Date Recorded: November 3, 1827




#%% E,.C.R.D. Book 277, Leaf 101

Grantor: Reverend William Williams of Salem
Grantee: John S. Williamg of Salem, Attorney at Law

Consideration: $4B00,00

Convevance of: See E.C.R.D. Book 247, Leaf 161 (above)

Date Recordeds July 15, 1834

%% E.C.R.D., Book 408, Leaf 72

Grantor: Thomas §. Williams and Martha M. Williams of Hartford,
Connecticut

Grantee: Mehitable 0. Williams of Salem

Consideration: $1000.00

Gonveyanca of: "a certain messuage [sicl) in said Salem sitate

on Federal Court and on land of the heirs of the heirs of
Nathaniel Ropes deceased on land of the Proprietors of the North
Meeting House and on land of John G. Treadwell being land and
house conveyed by William Williams to John S. Williams and now
occupied by the releasee Mrs. M.0O. Williams thowever it may
otherwise be bounded..."

Date Recorded: January 12, 1849

¥%#% E,C,R.D. Book 2287, Page 69

Grantor: Ralph B. Williams, J. Stoddard Williams, and Chester P.

Williams of Salem, and Leonard H., Goodhue and Alice T.
Goodhue of Malden (being . the only children and all the
heirs at law of John S. Williams, late of said Salem,

deceased)

Grantea: Trustees of Ropes Memorial

Consideration: $1.00 and other valuable considerations

Conveyance of: "s certain parcel of land situate in Salem, on
the easte;ly side of Federal Court, with the dwelling house and
other buildings +thereon, numbesred three on said Court, bounded
and described as follows: Beginning at the soultbhuastarly sarnar
af the granted premises at the point where the easterly line of

said Federal Court, produced southerly, intersects with the brick
wall which forms the mnorthern boundary of land formerly of




~ . Nathanie! Ropes, deceased, now of the grantee Corporation and at
: wthe southeasterly corner of land released by us to John P. Felt

' v?%by'our deed dated this day, thence rﬁnning northerly by said land

of Felt and by Federal! court one -hundred and forty and eighty
four hundredths feet to other land of ourselves; thence turning
and running easterly by our said other land sixty and eighty one
hundredths feet to land of Sarah P, Goodhue; thence turning and
running southerly by land of said Goodhue, first, three and
ninetesn hundredths feet, then slightly more westerly thirty five
and eighty three hundredths feet to & corner;j thence turning and
running easterly by said of Goodhue fourty seven and ninety five
hundredths feet to the northwesterly corner of land of Eaton;
thence turning and running southerly by said land of Eaton and by
land of Farrington seventy nine and four hundredths feet to land
of the Proprietors of the North Meeting House, known as the
North Church Society; thence turning and running westerly by land
of said Proprietors forty five and thirteen hundredths fest to
the brick wall forming the easterly boundary of said other land
of the grantee Corporation; thence turning and running northerly
by said easterly brick wall seven and forty eight hundredths feet
to the apex of and acute angle formed by said gasterly brick wall
and by the brick wall forming the northerly boundary of said
other land of the grantee Corporation; thence turning and running
southwesterly by said northerly brick wall seventy and eighty
five hundredths feet to the point of beginning."

Date Recorded: February 2, 1915

¥#% E.C.R.D. Book 2289, Page 180
Grantgr: Trustees of Ropes Memorial
Grantege: Jessgie Carter White, wife of Alden P, White of Salem

Consideration: $1.00 and other valuable considerations

Conveyance of: E.C.R.D. Book 2287, Page 69 (At a meeting of the
Trustees of the Ropes Memorial held January 15, 1915, a guorum
being present, ‘it was Voted: That the corporation sell the house
numbered 3 Federal Court and part of the land to the Hon. Alden
P. White, for the sum of &six thousand dollars, and that Mr.
William R. Colby, the President, be and hersby is authorized and
directed to execute...a deed of conveyance thereof...")

Date Recorded: March 15, 1915




o

I

UL 7k¥% E.C.R.D. Book 3144, Page 309

GQantcr: Jeagle Carter White of Salem, Widow

Grantee: Thomas 1. Fenno of Beverly

Cansideration: For consideration paid

Conveyance of: "a certain parceel of land with the buildings
thereon situated on ths gasterly side of Federal Court in said
Salem and numbered three on said Court, bounded and described as

follows: commencing at a point on said Federal Court, which
point (measured aleng the easterly line of said Court and said
easterly line produced to the brick wall which forms the

nertherly boundary of the garden of the Trustees of the Ropes
Memorial, Ine., formerly land of Nathanie! Ropes, deceassd), is
seventy~two and 18/100 (72,19 feet northeriy from the
northeasterly corner of a post or pier built intoc a said brick
wall; thence running from the said point northerly by said
Federal Court sixty~eight and 21/100 (68.21) feet tou land now or
formerly of +the heirs of John §S. Williams; thence turning and
running easterly by said land now of formerly of the heirs of
John S. Williams sixty and B81/100 (60.81) fest to land now or
formerly of Sarah P. Goodhue: thence turning and running first
southerly, three and 18/100 (3.19) feet, thence slightly wore
Westerly thirty five fest and 83/100 (35.83) feet; thence turning
and running easterly forty seven and 955/100 feet (47.985) feet,
all by said land now or formerly of Sarah P. Goodhue; to land now
or formerly of Eaton; thence turning and running southerly by
said land now or formerly of Eaton thirty and 857100 (30.95)
feet; thence turning and running westerly by land now or formerly
of the. Trustees of the Ropes Memorial, Ine., about one hundred
and nine and 6/10 (109.6) feet to the point of beginning.

Dats Recorded: May 4, 1938



¥%# E,C.R.D. Book 3499, Page 373

Grantor: Thomas I. Fenno of Salem
Grantee: Mary E. Cummings of Salem

Consideration: For Consideration Paid

Conveyance of: First Parcel: "a certain parcel of land with the
buildings therson situated on the easterly side of Federal Court
in said Salem and numbered three on said Court, bounded and
described as follows: commencing at a point on said Faederal
Court, which point (measured along the easterly line of said
Court and said easterly line produced +to the brick wall which
forms the northerly boundary of the garden of the Trustees of the
Ropes Memorial, Inc.,, formerly land of Nathaniel Ropes,
deceased), is seventy-two and 18/100 (72.18) feet northerly from
the northeasterly corner of a post or pier built into a said
brick wall; thence running from the said point northerly by said
Federal Court sixty-eight and 21/100 (68.21) feet to land now or
formerly of +the heirs of John S. Williams; thence turning and
running easterly by said land now of formerly of the heirs of
John 8., Williams sixty and 81/100 (60.81) feet +to land now or
formerly of Sarah P. Goodhue; thence turning and running first
southerly, three and 18/100 (3.19) fest, thence slightly more
Westerly thirty five feet and 83/100 (35.83) feet; thence turning
and running easterly forty seven and 95/100 feet (47.95) feet,
all by said land now or formerly of Sarah P. Goodhue, to land now
or formerly of Eaton; thence turning and running southerly by
said land now or formerly of Eaton thirty and B85/100 (30.95)
fegty thence turning and running westerly by land now or formerly
of thes Trustees of the Ropes Memorial, Inc., about one hundred
and nine and 6/10 (109,6) feet to the point of beginning.

Being the same premises conveyed to me by Jessie Carter
White, by deed dated May 4, 1938, recorded with Essex South
District Registry of Deeds, Book 3144, Page 308,

Second Parcel: :

"The land in Salem bounded: Sgutheasterly by land formerly owned
by Williams about forty-eight (48) feet; .

Southwesterly by land formerly owned by Mrs. Williams Tifteen
(15) feet;

Northwesterly by land now or formerly of Jeannie M. Fellows about
forty-eight (48) feet;

Northeasterly fifteen (15) feet by land now or formerly of
Kembls.

Being the same premises conveyed to me by Joseph E. Fellows et ux
by deed dated July 10, 1543, recorded with said Registry of
Deeds, Book 3335, Page 514,

Date Recorded: November 16, 1946



{ *%% E.C.R.D. Book 9983, Page 264
Grantor: Mary E. Cummings of Salem
Grantge: Luella J. Cummings of Salem

Consideration:

Conveyance of: First Parcel: "a certain parcel of land with the
buildings therecon situated on the egasterly side of Federal Court
in said Salem and numbered three on said Court, bounded and
described as follows: commencing at a point on said Federal
Court, which point (measured along the sasterly line of said
Court and said easterly line produced to the brick wall which
forms the northerly boundary of the garden of the Trustees of the
Ropes Memorial, Inc., formerly land of ° Nathaniel Ropes,
deceased), is seventy-two and 197100 (72.18) feet northerly from
the northeasterly corner of a post or pier built into a said
brick wall; thence running from the said point northerly by said
Fedsral Court sixty-eight and 21/100 (68.21) fest to land now or
formerly of the heirs of John 5. Williams; thence turning and
running easterly by said land now of formerly of the heirs of
John 8. Williams sixty and 81/1i00 <(60.81) feet +to land now or
formerly of Sarah P. Goodhue; thence turning and running first
southerly, three and 18/100 (3.19) feet, thence slightly more
Westerly thirty five feet and 83/100 (35.83) feet; thernce - -turning
and running easterly forty seven and B85/100 feet (47.95) fest,
all by said land now or formerly of Sarah P. Goodhue, to land now
or. formerly of Eaton; thence turning and running southerly by
said land now or formerly of Eaton thirty and 95/100 (30.95)
feet; thence turning and running westerly by land now or formerly
of the Trustees of the Ropes Memorial, Inec., about one hundred
and nine and /10 (108.6) feet to the point of beginning.
Second Parcel:

"The land in Salem bounded: Southeasterly by land formerly owned
by Williams about forty-eight (48) fest;

Southwesterly by land formerly owned by Mrs. Williams fifteen
(18) feet;
Northwesterly by land now or formerly of Jeannie M. Fellows about
 forty-eight (48) faet;

iNortheasterly fifteen (15) feet by land now or formerly of
‘Kemble.

Date Recorded: February 9, 1989
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