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1-2-3 Gerrish Place 

Book 415 page 59 
August 7, 1849 

Ezekiel Needham, of Groton, sold the 

parcel of land with two dwelling houses 
(#15 and #17 Essex st.) to The Salem 
Charitable Building Association. This 

was called the 11 Crowningshield Estate" 

being the same premises conveyed to Mr. 
Needham by George Peirce on Dec. 2, 1840. 
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The Salem Charitable Building Association obtained a permit to 

build a "tenement block" on this pro perty, as recorded in the 

Salem Street Books: 
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According to a manuscript, found at the Essex Institute, this house 

"was originally constructed and designed for the benefit of the poor 

and respectable American families only. But from some cause, a 

revision of the constitution or by-laws, was made sometime after, 

which admj_tted by special permit, of anyone of the stockholders -

other nationCJ.lities, to dwell therein." 
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This 1872 description of the property most likely prompted many 
improvements to be made: 

The tenement house stands in the yard and consists of 12 tenements 
divided equally into 3 rooms viz: large front room, bedroom & pantry 
for each. There are a number of finished attics. Three of these 

tenements are unoccupied, on the lower floor, and the windows have 
been nearly pelted out by boys in the neighborhood, and the floors 
covered with dirt and rubbish and the walls & ceiling used up generally. 

It is inhabited at present soley by Irish. The house is 2i stories 

high and like many of its class, not fit for occupancy, through 
inattention to its much needed repairs. There are 2 windows to the 
front rooms, and 1 each to bedroom & pantry. In two instances, the 

t\'!o latter, are made into one room, as they stand side by side - in 
which case the beds are placed in the front rooms. Each tenement 

heated by cookstoves, some of which are in the pantry an others in 
front room. All the rooms are of good size and up and downstairs, 

measure on front, about 14 ft. square, 10 ft. stud. Some of them 

are well furnished and the walls are tastefully decorated with fine 

engravings - and the windows, and stands adorned with a variety of 
pla11ts. The house is supplied with water from the Danvers Acqueduct 
and which cannot, from the insecurity of the cellar be kept from 

freezing. 
There are two good spacious back yards, two privies in each in 

good condition. 
Nine families occupy the house, makine; in the aggregate about 

55 persons: 34 rooms & 8 finished attics, the latter unoccupied. 
The tenants are generally too poor to make any repairs, and as none 
are made by the responsible parties - ruin seems inevitable. 

AlthouE;h many of the tenants have lived there several years, yet, 

they are ready to remove, at the first good chance that offers. 
Rent 1rn.oo pr month. (appendix A - description of indi victual apartments) 

Book 2588 pa~e 76 
Feb. 25, l92L~ 

The Salem Charitable Building Assc. 
sold the land and buildings (15 & 17 
Essex and 1-2-3 Gerrish Place) to 

Jacob Katz. 



Book 2666 page 93 
Jan. 4, 1926 

=ook 2671 pa~e 252 
March 2, 1926 

Book 2684 page 196 
June l6, 1926 

Book 5276 page 792 
March 11, 1965 

Book 5972 page 658 
April 13, 1973 

Jacob and Rose Katz sold the land 
and buildings to John Vasilakopoulos. 

Being the same premises conveyed by 
the Salem Charitable Building Assc. on 
Feb. 25, 1924. 

John and Catherine Vasilakopoulos sold 
the land and buildings to William J. 

Stewart. "Being the same premises 

conveyed to me by deed of Jacob Katz 

on Jan. 4, 1926." 

William J. and Henrietta Stewart, of 
Peabody, sold the land and buildings 

· to Sadie Stillman. "The same premises 

conveyed to me by John Vasilakopoulos on 

March 2, 1926." 

Jean Walters, otherwise known as 
Jeanne Walters and Harry Stillman also 

known as Henry Stillman, Tr.ustees of 

the Stillman Realty Trust sold the 
land and building, Lot f/2 on plan 
(appendix B), to William H. K. Donaldson 

and John A. Driscoll. (Sadie Stillman 

died on May 16, 1957.) 

William H. K. Donaldson and John A. 
Driscoll sold the two parcels, Lot 1 

and Lot 2, to John J. Connelly III and 

Brian M. Connelly. 



Book 6059 page 302 
April 8, 1974 

John J. Connelly III, of Danvers, and 
Brian M. Connelly, of Salem, trustees 

of the Gerrish Place Realty Trust, sold 

the land and buildings to Edmund L. and 
Marguerite Phelan, of Marblehead. 

Reference to book and page are deed books at the Registry of Deeds. 
Probate numbers are cases at Probate Court. Both offices are located 
in the sa11:e building on Federal St. All maps in this report are 
not mea.~t to be exact, just for illustration purposes. 
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