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7 Botts Court (formerly 339 Essex St.) 

The Sign of the Eagle 

Built by, 

JONAS ADAMS, mariner 

c. 1740 

? . b __ esearcn y, 
Joyce King 
Oct. 1984 
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7 Botts Court (formerly located at 339 Essex St.) 

This house was built on the land called the John Croade lot: 
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"Joseph Neale conveyed this lot to Robert Kitchen of Salem, merchant 
June 1, 1695 (book 11 page 148); and Mr. Kitchen transferred it to 
John Croade of Salem, joiner, Mr. Neale's brother-in-law, three days 
later (book 42 page 8). Mr. Croade owned the lot many years." 
(Essex Antiquarian, vol. 4 pg. 168) 



Book 43 page 240 

Sept. 14, 1724 

Book 73 page 214 

August 18, 1737 
150 pounds 

). 

Samuel Very attorney to Mary Croade 

of London, widow of John Croade, sold 

the lot of land to Joseph Neal, 
cordwainer: 

North - by the Main St. 

East - by Thomas Maule 

South - Jonathan Pickering 
West - Neal's other land 

Eunice Neal, widow of Joseph, sold 
the same land to Jonas Adams of. Salem, 

mariner. The lot was described as 

being 2t poles on the Main St. and 
of the same breadth back to Pickering's 

land. 

Jonas Adams then mortgaged the same 
land to Eunice Ne<;ll for the sum of 

100 pounds. This mortgage was dis
charged on Feb. 18, 1745 by.Eunice 

Pickering wife of William, formerly 
Eunice Neal. 

Note: The first indication of Mr. Adams having a buiiding on the 

land appears .when his taxes jump from -2-0 in 1739 to -5-0 in 1740, 

hence the date c. 1740. 

Jonas Adams bequeathed all his estate, both real and personal, to 

his wife, Sarah, for her natural life (appendix A - inventory). 

Sarah (Jefferds) Adams died on Oct. 23, 1785 at the age of 78. She 
willed all her personal property to her daughter Sarah Adams and the 
real estate was to be divided between Sarah and her brother Daniel 

Adams (appendix B & C - will and inventory)~ 



Book 174 page 110-114 
Feb. 8, 1787 

& 
Aug. 27, 1787 

Book 147 page 207 
May 13, 1788 

3, 

The other heirs of Jonas Adams conveyed 
their shares in the estate to Sarah 
and Daniel Adams. 

The estate was divided in two equal 

parts begining on the center line 
on Main St. extending back to the 
land of Pickering. Sarah was given 

the west t of the dwelling house, barn 
and-land. Comprehends the shop and 

low.er room, two chambers, the garret 
over and celler under. Daniel was 
given the east t of said house. 
Comprehends two lower rooms, two 

chambers, the garret over and the 
celler under. The front door of the 

dwelling house, front entry and stair

case of said house, cc;.rtway at the 
west end of said house- and yard and 

land on the south side of said house, 

with the well of water in the same 
shall be free for the use and improve~ 
ment of both parties as if the afore

said partition and division had never 
been made. Neither party in the 
premises shall suffer or cause any lett 
of hindrance to or from the other from 
a free and unmolested egress and regres1 

to, thro' or from the several passage 

ways and the use and improvement of the 
provisional privileges as aforesd. The 
fences, gates and of said yard, the 

front door entry and staircase shall 
be maintained and kept in repair 

equally and at the joint expence and 

charges of both parties and there shall 

be no building erected in said yard by 



Book 147 page 207 (cont.) 

Book 151 page 192 

-Nov. 9, 1789 

Book 151 page 192 
April 15, 1790 

85 pounds, 6 shillings 

Book 202 page 87 

May 13, 1790 

Book 187 page 4 
Jan. 18, 1809 

$585 

either party unless by the assent and 

consent of the other party. That 
each party have a seperate door leading 
to said yard. 
The land is described as: 

North - by :Vain St. 
East - by G. Holman 

South - by John Pickering 

West - Addison Richardson & 
James Bott 

HephzibaAdams wife of Daniel, as 

attorney for Daniel,now absent, sold 

the east half of the dwelling house, 
barn and land to Josiah Batchelder Jr. 

Josiah Batchelder sold the east half 

of the estate to Sarah Adams. Sarah 

then mortgaged the property to Josiah. 
This mortgaged was discharged on Aug. 24 

1795. 

Sarah Adams of Salem, singlewoman, sold 
the messuage and tenement to Jacob 
Bacon a physician. (Sarah married 
Dr. Jacob Bacon on Sept. 16, 1790.) 

Jacob and Sarah Bacon mortgaged the 
property to Jacob Peabody. This 

mortgage. was to be repaid within 30 

days and did not include the land on 
the south part extending north from 
Chestnut St. 160' towards Essex St. 
(The Chestnut st. portion was sold 

by the Bacons to Abijeh Northey on 

May 20, 1813) 
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Book 215 page 19 
May 3, 1817 

Book 222 page 254 

May 3, 1820 

$667.35 

Book 222 page 25Li

May 3, 1820 

-- .,...,.....,- I . · .;. 'FOR SALE, . • . , 

THE House and Land under ao4 ad· 1 

j,ini.ng, f&tely owned by Dr;: B•coa, 1 

i\l:ttat&d on &~ae• 1tre•t, bout1ded. np.-)lerly on I 
&~• "'Oft, rf•ler)y f".' GabrteMtolman, 
oou1h«IJ1;,. Abij•~ Ncirtb•f, and wea•erly 
pa rllJ bn J1rru11 Bott aPd panlJ Ofl tb• beiu 
at P"'1W of Addlton Rleb•\d«"'• · A fond · 
1i1Je to 1h1 prtmittl.'fill be gitt~, ~nd fur
lht• partlw.lllart l\llO~ bf oppl(llf ID Ibo 1 
~bocrikr"" die P!••"•s,u;l• JUCOll. . ·1 
' lJ; B. !Fib• rromi .. i ... ••l fl'Hiou•'1 : \ 
diepNCd of et. Pt\n'e Sile, thq will be 1r-ld 
a1 Au<\>•n,101bebipheo1 bldoieroolb~-od l 
dat.•Ulft•nt;at 12 o1.~oc1< at 0000. \ 

JJl'il 18. . . 

Sally Bacon, single and sole heir of 
Jacob and Sarah Bacon, granted to 

Jacob Peabody permission to enter 

into quiet & peaceable possession 

of the premises by reason of the 
-::.=:.:. 

condition of the mort~aged deed 
broken. 

Jacob Peabody then assigned the 
mortgage to Nathan Robinson. 

Nathan Robinson, merchant, conveyed 

the property back to Sally Bacon. 
"The same estate Dr. Jacob Bacon and 
Sarah his wife died seized of which 
Jacob and Sarah conveyed in morgage 
to Jacob Peabody for $585 recorded in 

book 187 page 4 and which Jacob took 

possession as recorded in book 215 page 

19 and after Jacob as~igned to Nathan 
as recorded in book 214 page 204 and 
Sally being the only child and sole 

heir at law of Jacob and Sarah and 
having redeemed the premises by paying 

Nathan all monies due." 

Sally Bacon, singlewoman, sold the 
property to John Bott of Salem, 
saddler and chaise maker.. The dwelling 

house and other buildings we~~ the same 
as ' described in deed of Eunice Neal 

administratrix of Joseph Neal to Jonas 
Adams on August 18, 1737. Being all 
the estate Jacob and Sarah Bacon died 

seized of. 



Book 222 page 254 (cont.) 
Broken line indicates 

the present boundaries 

of 7 Botts Ct. 
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1. 

John Bott died in April of 1825. He bequeathed 1/3 of-his property 

to his wife Sally, 1/3 to daughter Betsey B. Bott and 1/3 to daughter 
Susan Bott (appendix D - inventory). Susan Bott died unmarried in 

1839. 

Sally Bott, widow of John, willed her share of the estate to her 
daughter Betsey B. Bott. Betsey married Charles D. Mugford on Oct. 8, 

1839. 

Book 616 page 227 
Dec. 15, 1860 
~S6oo 

Book 619 page 140 
March 4, 1861 
$900 

The heirs of Addison Richardson sold 

the adjoining land and building at 

341 Essex st. to Charles D. Mugford. 
North - Essex St. 16 1 

East - Betsey Mugford 52.3 1 

South - Daniel Potter 19' 
West - Potter 52.3• 

Thomas B. and Mary Ferguson sold 

a lot of land on Botts Ct. to Charles 
Mugford. 

It was during this year that iv'Ir. Mugford 
moved the Adams house from 339 Essex St 
back to his land on Botts Ct. 

The Essex st. lot remained vacant until 
1869 when it was sold by Betsey 
Mugford, then a widow, to the trustees 

of the New Jeruselum Church. 
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Book 1191 page 286 
May 21, 1886 

Book 4186 page 92 & 93 
July 11 & 15, 1955 

Book 5519 page 698 
April 5, 1968 

Book 5636 page 98 
Sept. 5, 1969 

/o. 

The heirs of Betsey Mugford sold the 
land and building on Botts ct. to 
Frances Brown: 

The heirs of Frances Brown sold the 

estat~ as described above, to James P. 
and Mary E. Morgan. 

Mary E. Morgan, widow of James P., 
transferred the title to Mary E. Morgan 

and Mary L. Conner. (James P. 'Morgan 

died on Feb. 12, 1966.) 

Mary L. Conner conveyed her rights 
to the property to Mary E. Morgan. 



Book 6192 page 685 
Oct. 31, 1975 

Book 6499 page 239 
July 28, 1978 
$58,450 

Book 6648 page 35 
Oct. 31, 19'79 
$83,000 

Book 7437 page 479 
June 15, 1984 

//. 

Mary E. Morgan, for a consideration 
I 

under $100 and a written promise of 

the grantee to support and maintain 

the granter, for and during the 
remainder of her natural life, gave 
title to Kathleen P. Connolly. The 
same as described in deed book 5636 
page 98. 

Kathleen P. Connolly and Mary Morgan 
sold th~ land and building to Benjamin 
and Minerva Shreve. 

Benjamin and Minerva Shreve sold the 
land and buildings as shown on plan 
(appendix E) to Stephen F. and 

Millicent J. Salvo. 

Stephen F. and Millicent J. Salvo 
sold the land and buildings at 

7 Botts Ct. to Jonathan s. Horwitz 

and Patricia D. Karvtin. 

Reference to book and page are deed books at the Registry of Deeds. 
Probate numbers are cases at Probate Court. Both offices are located 
in the same building on Federal St. All maps in this report are 
not meant to be exact, just for illustration purposes. 
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