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Chain of Title, 178 Federal Street, Salem, Essex County, Massachusetts
Date Recorded Grantor(s) Grantee(s) Consideration Conveyance of Source Document Book : Page Notes
1832 April 10 Rufus Marshall, Mary Marshall Albert Wilkins, tanner $875 "a certain lot of land in Federal 

Street in said Salem bounded … 
Beginning at the Southeasterly 
corner thereof by land of Buffum 
on Federal Street…"

Deed Essex Registry of Deeds Bk 263 : Pg 200

1832 July 12 Albert Wikins, a tanner Mary Pitman, widow $900 "certain lot of Land in Federal 
Street
in said Salem, 
bounded…Beginning at the 
Southeasterly corner thereof, by 
land of Buffum on Federal Street, 
and thence running by said Street, 
three poles of land late of 
Michael pitman, thence running 
Northerly by land of said Pitman 
and others, nine poles and 
eighten links, to the Sea Wall at 
North River..."

Deed Essex Registry of Deeds Bk 265 : Pg 240 No known house on plot at time 
of purchase; by 1836 Pitman 
moved an eighteenth-century 
house from an unknown 
location to 178 Federal Street, 
see MACRIS record SAL.612

1866 May 14 Mary Pitman Henry C. Pitman $1,500 "a certain parcel of land in said 
Salem with the dwelling house 
and all other buildings thereon 
bounded as follows, to wit 
beginning at the S.E. corner 
thereof by land of Buffum, tehnce 
running by Federal Street, three 
poles to land late of Michael 
Pitman, thence running N. 
by land of said Pitman and others, 
nine poles and eighteen links to 
the sea wall at North river, thence 
running E. by said wall three poles 
to land of said Buffum, thence 
running S. by said Buffum's land 
nine poles and eighteen links to 
Federal Street..."

Deed Essex Registry of Deeds Bk 704 : Pg 168

1877 Aug 6 Henry C. Pitman (of San Francisco, CA) Arthur P. French (of Boston, MA) $1 and other considerations "a certain parcel of land in Salem 
in the County of Essex and said 
Commonwealth with the dwelling 
house and all other buildings 
thereon, bounded and described 
as follows: to wit Beginning at 
the South east corner thereof by 
land of Buffum, thence running by 
Federal Street three (3) poles, to 
land late of Michael Pitman; 
thence running North by 
land of said Pitman and others 
nine (9) poles and eighteen (18) 
links to the sea-wall at North 
River: thence running South by 
said Buffum's land nine (9) poles 
and eighteen (18) links to Federal 
Street, together with all my 
right..."

Deed Essex Registry of Deeds Bk 981 : Pg 52

1877 Aug 6 Arthur P. French Anna Augusta Pitman (wife of 
Henry Pitman)

$1 "a certain parcel of land in said 
Salem … with the dwelling house 
and all other buildings thereon 
bounded and described as 
follows…"

Deed Essex Registry of Deeds Bk 981 : Pg 52 Part of this sale also involved 
messuage near the Second Cove 
in Marblehead

1888 June 23 Anna A. Pitman Sarah E. Parshley $1 Deed Essex Registry of Deeds Bk 1227 : Pg 7 This document is incorrectly 
referred to as Bk 1225 Pg 7 in 
other records consulted. Also 
includes messuage in 
Marblehead

1894 Sept 8 David Parshley Mary E. Chapman $1 "a certain parcel of land in Salem 
with the buildings thereon, 
bounded as follows: Beginning at 
the Southeast corner thereof by 
land of Buffum, thence running by 
Federal Street three (3) poles to 
land late of Michael Pitman, 
thence running north by land 
of said Pitman and others nine (9) 
poles and eighteen (18) links to 
the sea wall at North River; 
thence running East by said wall 
three (3) poles to land of said 
Buffum; thence running South by 
said Buffum's land nine poles and 
eighteen links to Federal Street, 
together with all my right title 
and interest to the flats on North 
River Northerly + Easterly of the 
above lot."

Deed Essex Registry of Deeds Bk 1422 : Pg 404 Part of this sale also involved 
messuage near the Second Cove 
in Marblehead



1913 Dec 16 Mary E. Chapman (widow, and only 
surviving heir of morther, Sarah E. 
Parshley, who died in 1891)

Edward N. Chase $1 "a certain parcel of land, with the 
buildings thereon, situated in said 
SALEM and bounded southerly by 
Federal Street about three (3) 
rods; westerly by land formerly of 
Michael Pitman, now or late of 
Lord and Vaughan; northerly by 
Bridge Street about three (3) 
rods, and easterly by land 
formerly of Buckham, now or late 
of Walden. I, the said Mary E. 
Chapman, was the only surviving 
heir of my mother, Sarah E. 
Parshley, late of said Salem, who 
died in the year 1891. Further for 
title see deed to me from David T. 
Parshley, my father, dated 
September 8, 1894, and recorded 
with Essex South District Deeds in 
Book 1422, page 404."

Deed Essex Registry of Deeds Bk 2267 : Pg 587 No longer includes messuage in 
Marblehead

1914 July Edward N. Chase, Lillian Hillman 
Chase

Charlotte Reid Robson $1 "a certain parcel of land, with the 
buildings thereon, situated in said 
SALEM and bounded southerly by 
Federal Street about three (3) 
rods; westerly by land formerly of 
Michael Pitman, now or late of 
Lord and Vaughan; northerly by 
Bridge Street about three (3) 
rods, and easterly by land 
formerly of Buckham, now of late 
Walden..."

Deed Essex Registry of Deeds Bk 2267 : Pg 588

1921 Dec 10 Charlotte Reid Robson, unmarried Bessie D Vaughan "for consideration paid" "the land in said SALEM, bounded 
northerly by Bridge Street 50.30 
feet, easterly by land of Little 
230.50 feet, southerly by land of 
Robson 49.70 feet, and westerly 
by land of Sargent 230.50 feet; 
containing 11,340 square feet, all 
as shown on a plan of the same 
made by T. A. Appleton, C. E., 
dated December, 1921, and to be 
recorded herewith, to which 
reference may be had..."

Deed Essex Registry of Deeds Bk 2500 : Pg 375 "Being a portion of the 
premises conveyed" in previous 
deed (Bk 2267 Pg 587)

1959 Dec 11 Charlotte Reid Robson, being unmarried Sylvania Electric Products Inc., a
Delaware corporation

"for consideration paid" "a parcel of vacant land in Salem, 
Essex County, Massachusetts, 
shown as Lot 1 on a "Plan of 
Sylvania Electric Products Inc., 
Bridge and Federal Sts., Salem, 
Massachusetts," dated November 
1959, by Edwin T. Brudzynski, 
registered surveyor…"

Deed Essex Registry of Deeds Bk 4628 : Pg 193

1959 Dec 14 Eleanor J Connolly, John J Connolly, John
J Connolly Jr

Sylvania Electric Products Inc., a
Delaware corporation

N/A See drawing Plan Essex Registry of Deeds Bk 4628 : Pg 191

1965 June 8 Marcella R. Estes (executor under the 
will … of Charlotte R. Robson)

Willard H. Estes, Marcella R. 
Estes,
husband and wife

$7,400 "the land in said Salem, together 
with the buildings thereon, 
situated at and known as 178 
Federal Street, being shown on a 
"Plan of Sylvania" Electric 
Products Inc. Bridge and Federal 
Sts. Salem, Mass." dated 
November 1959, by Edwin T. 
Brudzynski, Registered Surveyor, 
designated "Charlotte Reid 
Robson" on said plan, recorded 
with Essex South District Deeds, 
Book 4628, Page 191, and more 
particularly bounded and 
described as follows"

Deed Essex Registry of Deeds Bk 5275 : Pg 574 "being the same premises 
conveyed to said Charlotte R. 
Robson, described in the deed 
as Charlotte Reid Robson, 
by Edward N. Chase by deed 
dated July -- 1914, recording 
with said Deeds Book 2267, 
Page 587, excepting the 
portions of said premises 
conveyed by said decedent to 
Bessie D. Vaughn and to 
Sylvania Electric Products Inc. 
by deeds recorded respectively 
with said Deeds Book 2500, 
Page 375, and Book 4628, Page 
193." A notice on this deed says 
"See B. 6023 P. 530" (an 
inheritance tax release of lien).

1973 Dec 13 Willard H. Estes, of Beverly Robert E. Warner, of 12 Salt Wall 
Lane, Salem

$15,500 "the land in said Salem, together 
with the buildings thereon, 
situated at and known as 178 
Federal Street, being shown on a 
"Plan of Sylvania" Electric 
Products Inc. Bridge and Federal 
Sts. Salem, Mass." dated 
November 1959, by Edwin T. 
Brudzynski, Registered Surveyor, 
designated "Charlotte Reid 
Robson" on said plan, recorded 
with Essex South District Deeds, 
Book 4628, Page 191, and more 
particularly bounded and 
described as follows..."

Deed Essex Registry of Deeds Bk 6034 : Pg 480 "being the same premises 
conveyed to Willard H. Estes 
and Marcella R. Estes, husband 
and wife, tenants by the 
entirety, by deed of Marcella R. 
Estes, Administratrix, dated 
June 9, 1965, and recorded with 
said Registry in Book 5275, 
Page 574. Said Marcella R. 
Estes died in Salem on January 
10, 1973. See Essex County 
Probate Court Docket #318964"



1976 June 29 Robert E. Warner Robert C. Simpsons, Emery 
K. Warner, joint tenants, of 182 
Federal Street

$27,000 "the land in said Salem, together 
with the buildings thereon, 
situated at and known as 178 
Federal Street, being shown on a 
"Plan of Sylvania" Electric 
Products Inc. Bridge and Federal 
Sts. Salem, Mass." dated 
November 1959, by Edwin T. 
Brudzynski, Registered Surveyor, 
designated "Charlotte Reid 
Robson" on said plan, recorded 
with Essex South District Deeds, 
Book 4628, Page 191, and more 
particularly bounded and 
described as follows..."

Deed Essex Registry of Deeds Bk 6254 : Pg 120

1985 May 1 Robert C. Simpsons, Emery K. Warner, 
joint tenants

Paul S. Konstadt, Marin Fine, of 
125 Webster Street, Newton, MA 
and 205 Common Street, 
Watertown, MA

$115,000 "the land in said Salem, together 
with the buildings thereon, 
situated at and known as 178 
Federal Street, being shown on a 
"Plan of Sylvania" Electric 
Products Inc. Bridge and Federal 
Sts. Salem, Mass." dated 
November 1959, by Edwin T. 
Brudzynski, Registered Surveyor, 
designated "Charlotte Reid 
Robson" on said plan, recorded 
with Essex South District Deeds, 
Book 4628, Page 191, and more 
particularly bounded and 
described as follows..."

Deed Essex Registry of Deeds Bk 7738 : Pg 404

1999 May 28 Paul S. Konstadt, Marin F. 
Konstadt (f/k/a Fine)

Paul S. Konstadt, Marin F. 
Konstadt, husband and wife

$1 "the land in Salem, together with 
the buildings thereon, situated at 
and known as 178 Federal Street, 
being shown on a "Plan of 
Sylvania Electric Products Inc. 
Bridge and Federal Sts. Salem, 
Mass." dated November 1959, by 
Edwin T. Brudzynski, Registered 
Surveyor, designed 'Charlotte Reid 
Robson' on said plan..."

Deed Essex Registry of Deeds Bk 15717 : Pg 444



























































70 SALEM IDIRECTORY.

Pinnel, Philip P. mariner, 14 Marlboro'
Pitman, Benjamin, clerk Asiatic bank, h 11 Andover
Pitman, John, mariner, 23 Oliver
Pitman John C. currier, 5 Pope's court, h 12 Boston
Pitman, Joshua, bell ringer, E. R. R. h 18 River
Pitman, Mark, cabinet maker, 324 Essex, h 327 Essex
Pitman, Mary, Mrs. 94 Federal
Pitman, Nathaniel, currier, 24 Boston, h 418 Essex
Pitman, Samuel currier, Goodhue, h 4 Boston
Pitts, Darling, sempstress, 76 Lafayette
Pitts, Henry, laborer, Lafayette
Pitts, Simeon, laborer, Everett
Pitts, Thomas, laborer, Ward
Planders, John G. mariner, 10 Turner
Plummer, Caroline, Miss 372 Essex
Plummer, Hezekiah, carpenter, 66 Boston
Plummer, Moses, blacksmith, 21 Northey
Plummer, Moses, jr. cordwainer, 21 Northey
Plummer, Rhoda, governess, Children's Friend Society,

13 Charter
Plummer, William, carpenter, 46 Broad
Plummer, William, tanner, 12 Franklin, h97 North
Plummer, Zeba H

. cordwainer, 21 Northey
Poland, John, cordwainer, 407 Essex
Pollard, Ellen, dress maker, 16 St. Peter
Pomroy, Arad, blacksmith, 17 Mill, h 14 South
Pond, James S. grocer, 4 Washington, h Prince
Pond, Joseph P. grocer, 12 Front, h 45 Federal
Pool, Elizabeth, Aborn
Pool, Nathan, grocer, 25 Lafayette
Poor, James, mariner, 10 Lafayette
Poor, William, tanner, 54 Boston
Pope, Eleazer, tanner, 35 Boston, h 98 Boston
Pope, Hannah, rear 28 Marlboro’
Pope, Henry, E. tanner, 98 Boston
Pope, James, tanner, 57 Boston
Pope, Lot, tanner, 12 Pope's court
Pope, Mary, 7 Dean
Pope, William, tanner, 98 Boston
Porter, Benjamin, currier, h 4 Boston

1842



QS SALEM DIRECTORY.

Wiggin Peirce L. 9 Daniels
Wiggin, Thomas D. block maker, 9 Ash
Wilder, Amasa, trader, 8 Federal
Wildes, Ira, cordwainer, 189 Essex, h 269 Essex
Wildes, James, 16 Church
Wilkins, Albert, tanner, 4 Boston
Wilkins, Amos S. carpenter, 1 Federal
Wilkins, Charles, mariner, 15 Williams
Wilkins, Gideon, 119 Derby, h 74 Essex
Wilkins, Hezekiah, mariner, 20 Derby
Wilkins, Jason, carpenter, 30 Union
Wilkins, John G. teamster, 92 Boston
Wilkins, Rufus, painter, 92 Boston
Wilkinson, William, stone cutter, 383 Essex
Willey, William, cordwainer, 13 Ash
Williams, Charles F. mariner, 81 Essex
Williams, Elizabeth, Mrs. 19 Chesnut
Williams, Henry L. mariner, 19 Chesnut
Williams, Israel P. mariner, 19 Chesnut
Williams, James, mariner, 11 Osgood
Williams, John B. mariner, 19 Chesnut . [Federal ct

.

Williams, John S. counsellor, 27 Washington, h 3

Williams, John, cooper, 29 Derby
Williams, Robert, laborer, 112 O

.
B. R.

Williams, Ruth, Mrs. 10 Lynde
Williams, Samuel, mariner, 19 Chesnut
Williams, Thomas, mariner, 55 Derby
Williamson, Mary, Mrs. 7 Elm
Willis, John, mariner, 16 Oliver
Willis, Joseph, cooper, 27 Williams
Willis, Sarah, 235 Essex
Williston, Samuel S. cabinet maker, 56 Broad
Wilson, Edward, mariner, 5 Elm
Wilson, Edward, tailor, Phelps
Wilson, Jacob, fisherman, 32 Bridge
Wilson, James, laborer, 27 St. Peter
Wilson, Jonathan, 19 Summer
Wilson, Nancy, 18 River
Wilson, Nathan, cordwainer, Phelps'
Wilson, Samuel, wagoner, Phelps' court
Winchester, Jacob, trader, 64 Boston, h 97 Boston

1842
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This mysterious house was likely built in the eighteenth century and moved to 
the present site in the 1830s. In 1832, Mary Pitman, a widow, purchased a lot of 
land from the tanner Albert Wilkins. Pitman soon moved an older house to the 
site, though its actual age has yet to be determined. The house’s gambrel roof and 
window placement suggest construction in the mid to late 1700s, but vernacular 
architectural styles have dates which are more flexible than high style architecture. 
The one-story addition at the back as well as the side entrance were added in the 
early twentieth century. The house remained in Pitman’s family until 1888 when 
it was sold to Sarah E. Parshley. Sarah’s husband, David, was a tanner. Sarah’s 
widowed daughter, Mary E. Chapman, lived in the house until 1913. From 1914 
until 1965, it was home to Charlotte Reid Robson, who never married.

Many thanks to House Captains Nina Cohen and Kathleen Keefe Ternes
Decorated by Flowers by Darlene

Mary Pitman House
178 Federal Street � Built c. 1810

www.thefelinehospital.com

Alyssa Conary
Writeup by David Moffat for 
Christmas in Salem 2019
guidebook.  
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Historic Name: Pitman, Mary - French, Arthur P. House

Common Name:
Address: 178 Federal St

 

City/Town: Salem

Village/Neighborhood: Central Salem

Local No: 25-67

Year Constructed: c 1810

Architect(s):
Architectural Style(s): Federal

Use(s): Multiple Family Dwelling House; Single Family Dwelling
House

Significance: Architecture

Area(s): SAL.HD: Federal Street
SAL.HU: McIntire Historic District

Designation(s): Local Historic District (03/03/1981)

Building Materials(s):
Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Wood; Wood Clapboard
Foundation: Granite
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FORM B - BUILDING 
LHD 3/3/1981 

Assessor's 

Number 

USGS Quad Are a ( s ) Form Number 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
Massachusetts Archives B u i l d i n g 
220 Morrissey Boulevard 
Boston, Massachusetts 02125 

25-67 Salem HU 612 

Town Salem 

Place (neighborhood or v i l l a g e ) -

C e n t r a l Salem 

178 Federal S t r e e t 

c Name Mary Pitman House 

resent R e s i d e n t i a l 

r i g i n a l " 

Const r u c t i o n 18th Century 

See B i b l i o g r a p h y * 

orm 

c t / B u i l d e r 

r M a t e r i a l : 

i o n G r a n i t e 

Wall/Trim Clapboard/Wood 

Roof Asphalt Shingles 

Outbuildings/Secondary S t r u c t u r e s 

Major A l t e r a t i o n s ( w i t h dates) Rear a d d i t i o n s 
(mid 19th or e a r l y 20th C.) 

Condition 

Moved 

Recorded by: Susan Ce c c a c c i , L i s a Hartmann 
and Dianne L. S i e r g i e j 

Organization: Commonweal C o l l a b o r a t i v e „, 

Date: J u l y 1995 

mm 

Good 

X yes Date Between 1832 
and 1836 

5,710 SF 

S e t t i n g Set perpendicular t o the 
s t r e e t w i t h the s i d e e l e v a t i o n 
d i r e c t l y on the sidewalk, i n a densely-

: t l e d neighborhood of p r i m a r i l y 
Cth-century houses. 

(  
v 



(  

BUILDING FORM 178 Federal S t r e e t 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet. 

D e s c r i b e a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s . Evaluate the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of t h i s b u i l d i n g i n terms of other b u i l d i n g s 

w i t h i n the community. 

This 2 1/2-story, gambrel-roofed house i s p e r p e n d i c u l a r l y - o r i e n t e d t o the 
s t r e e t w i t h i t s 4-bay facade f a c i n g west and w i th i t s 2-bay, gambrel end t o 
the s t r e e t . The chimney i n t h i s s e c t i o n of the house i s somewhat c e n t r a l l y 
l o c a t e d . The o f f - c e n t e r main entrance i s through an enclosed 1-story, 
h i p - r o o f e d porch of an apparent C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l p e r i o d t h a t i s trimmed w i t h 
C l a s s i c a l d e n t i l s and c o r n i c e . A study of h i s t o r i c maps suggests t h a t the 
2 1/2-story, gambrel-roofed a d d i t i o n t o the north s i d e was i n place as e a r l y 
as 1874. A 1-story a d d i t i o n t o i t s north end appears t o have been b u i l t 
d uring the e a r l y twentieth-century. Window frames are molded and window sash 
are 6/6. Dormer windows provide l i g h t t o the h a l f s t o r y i n the gambrel. 

According t o the present owner, the house was b u i l t about 1730 and moved t o 
t h i s s i t e i n the mid nineteenth century. Further research i s necessary t o 
v e r i f y t h i s statement. Although a l a c k of ornamental d e t a i l make a quick 
v i s u a l assessment of the date of c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h i s d i f f i c u l t , the 
heavy, p r o j e c t i n g window frames, the p o s i t i o n i n g of second f l o o r windows 
immediately under the eaves, and the existence on the east and south 
sides of s k i v e d clapboards attached wit h wrought n a i l s suggest eighteenth -
century c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

The v e r n a c u l a r character of the house increases the d i f f i c u l t y of i d e n t i f y i n g 
changes t h a t have occurred beyond the obvious a d d i t i o n s t o the north end. 
Further p h y s i c a l and documentary research are necessary t o b e t t e r understand 
the age, h i s t o r y , and the a l t e r a t i o n s of t h i s house. 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE X See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet. 

D i s c u s s the h i s t o r y of the b u i l d i n g . E x p l a i n i t s a s s o c i a t i o n s with l o c a l (or s t a t e h i s t o r y . Include uses 

of the b u i l d i n g and the r o l e ( s ) the owners/occupants played w i t h i n the community. 

The Mary Pitman House i s located on upper Federal S t r e e t which developed as a 
r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood i n the e a r l y and mid-nineteenth century. Many of the 
r e s i d e n t s were tanners and c u r r i e r s i n the nearby l e a t h e r d i s t r i c t on Boston 
S t r e e t . During the e a r l y nineteenth century, Salem's shoe and l e a t h e r 
i n d u s t r y expanded r a p i d l y , t o dominate the manufacturing s e c t or of the l o c a l 
economy by the l a t e i n d u s t r i a l p eriod. 

In 1832, widow Mary Pitman bought a p l o t o S-lasd on Federal S t r e e t which, at 
the time, bordered the North R i v e r . The l o t was purchased f o r $900 from 
A l b e r t W i l k i n s , a tanner. I t appears that the s a l e d i d not i n c l u d e a house, 
but by 1836, Pitman had moved t h i s eighteenth-century house from an unknown 
l o c a t i o n t o 178 Federal S t r e e t . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES X See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet. 

X Recommended f o r l i s t i n g i n the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c P l a c e s ; 
If checked, see attached N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r C r i t e r i a Statement form. 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Salem 
178 Federal S t r e e t 

Area HU Form No. 612 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE (continued) 

The house remained i n the Pitman famil y u n t i l 1877 when i t was s o l d t o 
Arthur P. French from Boston. David T. Parshley, a tanner and c u r r i e r f o r 
Parshley & Stone at 14 F r a n k l i n S t r e e t , l i v e d i n the house from c. 1874 u n t i l 
h i s death i n 1900. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

*Essex County Deeds. (265:240), (981:52). 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission Reconnaissance Survey Report 

f o r Salem. 1985. 
B a i l e y , P. and Walsh, K. Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Survey Form. 178 Federal S t r e e t , Salem. No. 612. March 30, 1978. 
Salem D i r e c t o r i e s , 1851-1897/98. 
Beers, D. G. & Company, A t l a s of Essex County, Massachusetts, 

1872. 
Hopkins, G. M. & Co., A t l a s of Salem, Massachusetts, 1874. 

*McIntyre, Henry C. E., Map of the C i t y of Salem, Mass, 1851. 
Richards, L. J . , A t l a s of the C i t v of Salem, Massachusetts...., 

1897. 
Walker Lithograph and P u b l i s h i n g Company, A t l a s of the C i t v of 

Salem, Massachusetts, 1911. 
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