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12 Oliver Street 

The house at 12 Oliver Street is described in the Salem Historical 

Commission Report (1956) as: "This one-story plus pitch roof, wooden 

house has many details which give it style and interest. The five­

bay facade on the street has a recessed central entrance above which 

there is a five-sided wooden lintel. The windows have similar lintels 

and appear to be French; the deception is caused by the fact that 

the usual six-over-six windows have closed shutters below them which 

are outlined in a white frame. Gothic overtones on this Greek Revival 

house include a centDal gable and hood or drip moldings above the 

dormer windows. The house is architecturally intact." 

Very early the entire west side of Winter St. (including this lot) 

was owned by Jacob Pudeater, blacksmith. After the death of her 

husband~=Mrs. Pudeater lived on this large parcel of land until the 

summer of 1692, when she was condemned as a witch and executed S~pt. 

22, 1692, being about seventy years of age. Later the land became 

the property of the Cheever family and at one time there was a tanyard 

located on it. (Essex Antiquarian, vol. 8 page 78) 

The lot on which this house stands had been part of the estate of 

Benjamin Cheever, tanner in the early 1800 1 s. After the death of 

Mr. Cheever, the large parcel was divided amongst his heirs~ The clot 

called #2 in this division became the possession of Benjamin's 

daughter, Priscilla (Cheever) Howard, wife of John Howard Jr. 



When John and Priscilla sold lot #2 to Edward H. Payson in 1844, for 

the sum of $975, it extended back from Winter to Oliver Streets: 
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Mr. Payson sold the land to George c. Clark, carpenter of Salem, on 

Nov. 1, 1847 for the sum of $1,200, "The whole of the lot of land 

#2 in the division of the estate of Benjamin Cheever which I purchased 

of John Howard and wife on Nov. 14, 1844". (book 390 page 2) 

Ten days later George Clark divided the lot in half and sold the 

eastern part to Rev. James Conway (book 390 page 3). Mr. Clark 

retained the western portion and set to work towards the completion 

of a new "cottage" during 1848. A list of buildings erected during 

the year March 1847 thru March 1848 has the entry "Cottage - George c. 
Clark - Oliver St." (Essex Institute). The tax list for 1848 confirms 

Mr. Clark's construction effort - "G. c. Clark - residence Andrew St.-

unfinished cottage - value $1,000 on Oliver St." (Salem City Hall). 



In 1849 George c. Clark was taxed for a "new dwelling house 12-14 

Oliver St. (The enumeration of this house varied from 8 thru 14 

during its history as will be shown.) 

Mr. Clark was born in Salem on May 17, 1815. He was married on April 

5, 1843 to Lydia Hill. The couple with their children George w. (b. 1843 

and Agnes s. (b. 1845) moved into their new house shortly after its 

completion• A daughter Frances L. was in all probability born in 

the 12 Oliver st. house, on Sept. 10, 1848. The Clark's stay at 

12 Oliver St. was a· relatively short one. It appears that late in 

1849 George Clark was among the 100,000 people who were caught up 

in the excitement of "gold fever". On Sept. 15, 1849 the dwelling 

house and land were sold to Sarah Ditmore, a widow, for the sum of 

$1,750: 

-:Dole 

o. 9~ (book 417 page 38) 

The money was apparently used to finance the long trip to California 

and to support the family during Mr. Clark's absence. George Clark 

departed for California on Nov. 13, 1849• He sailed from N.Y. and 

took the route overland by the Isthmus of Panama, arriving in 

California Dec. 30, 1849. (Records of the Society of California 

Pioneers at the Essex Institute.) 



Since Mr. Clark was back in Salem by Aug. 2, 1850 (federal census) 

and distinctly not rich, it can be assumed that he was among the 

thousands of forty-niners who did not find gold. An obituary notice 

printed at the time of his death, Aug. 4, 1890, gives this summation: 

"George c. Clark, (of 138 Bridge St.) well· known in Salem for his 

connection with the financial institutions as an appraiser, died 

suddenly at Asbury Grove yesterday morning of heart disease, at the 

age of 74. He was a carpenter by trade, and went to California at 

the breaking out of the gold excitement in 1849. He had been complain­

ing of pain in the ·-vicinity of the heart for a few days, but was able 

to be out Saturday evening, greeting his acquaintances at the Grove, 

where he has passed the summer for the past 15 years, in his usual 

cheerful way. Returning to the house he was taken more severely ill, 

and it was proposed to send for a physician, but he said, "Wait until 

morning". Shortly after daylight he fell dead. :rvir. Clark was known 

as a man of sterling integrity. He leaves a family. 

Mr. Clark was for years a summer resident at Asbury Grove, and 

extremely fond of the place. He was in the habit of spending a good 

deal of time at the grocery store, talking with the people as they 

came and went, and a special chair was always reserved for his use. 

On hearing of his death his friend draped the chair in the morning." 

Sarah, widow of Frederick Ditmore, aged 52 and her daughter Abby w. 
Ditmore, age 29, where settled in their newly purchased cottage by 

Aug. 2, 1850 (federal census). Little has been uncovered about the 

two women except what can be gleaned from the tax records: 
Oliver Street 

no # 1850 

#8 1855 

Sarah Ditmore 
Mrs. Sarah Ditmore 

cottage 2 females 
value $1,000 



Oliver Street 

#8 1863 Mrs. Sarah Ditmore owner (tax~) house $800 
land 2623 sq. ft.400 -1,200 

#8 1868 Sarah Ditmore owner house $600 
land 500 Untaxed ? 

The federal census taken in 1870 gives this listing: 

Sarah Ditmore age 75 keeps house born in Maine 

Widow Ditmore died a short time after the census on June 3, 1871. 

In her will (probate #37482) Sarah Ditmore bequeathed all her property 

to her only daughter Abby w. Ditmore (appendix A). The inventory of 

the estate consisted of "Cottage home on Oliver St. and land" 
Salem Savings 

In 1872 the tax listing stated: 
8 Oliver St. no man at home heirs of Sarah Ditmore 

$2,250 
1,000 

Abby Ditmore died on March 25, 1875. Among the bequest in her will 

(probate #37481) were $3,000 to the Essex Institute; $1,000 to William 

Mack; tt400 each to her cousins Eben and Frederick Perkins.;1,~ $500 to 

the proprietors of Harmony Grove "in trust to keep mother's burial 

place in perfect order, if it neglects to do, the same shall go to the 

Essex Insitute and the proprietors of the cemetery take it with that 

understanding; $1,000 to the Salem Hospital. The household stuff and 

wearing apparel to my friends Mrs. Mary Burton, Mrs. Mary Ingersoll 

and Mrs. Lucy Hutchinson, the rest to the Essex Institute. In a codicil 

writ ten Aug. 23, 1874 she revoked the gift of ~t3 ,ooo to the Essex 

Institute and instead $1,000,the balance of $2,000 to the Salem Hospital 

upon condition that said hospital shall pay $65 semiannually to my 



cousin Elizabeth Caulfield of Salem for and during her life. To 

the executor $250 and request him to use the same for a headstone for 

lot #930. Three hundred dollars to Mrs. Bertha c. Taylor wife of 

George; $2,000 to the Salem Hospital as an additional bequest to the 

t~2,000 named in the will. The rest to the Essex Institute. "My will 

is now that the said Institute shall take the same upon the condition 

it pay over the income of the said residue to my cousin Frederick 

Perkins payable for his lifetime." (see also appendix B, C and D) 

On July 20, 1875 John I. Hutchinson exc. of the will of Abbie w. 
Ditmore, singlewoman,_ sold the real estate at auction to Oscar B. 

Hurlbut machinist, for $2,300, the land and dwelling house. The same 

conve,yeti to Sarah Ditmore, of whom said Abbie W. Ditmore was sole 

heir, by deed of George c. Clark Sept. 15, 1849'~': 

'Po I c. 

I s'l t. 

G,o. 9J'P 
L.ew • s 

(book 932 page 203) 



The taxes for 1875 verify this transaction: 
8 Oliver st. - Oscar B. Hurlbut age 38 owner 

The federal census of 1880 gives a closer look 
Oscar B. Hurlbut age 43 machinist 
Harriet B. fl II 38 keeps house 
William w. II II 13 .son - at school 
Clarence E. II II 7 son 

house $1,200 
land 500 

at the Hurlbut family: 
born Conn. 

"' N.H. 
II Mass. 
fl II 

For some unknown reason the 1882 valuation shows a drop: 
12 Oliver St. - Oscar B. Hurlbut owner house 

land 
$1,000 

500 

Oscar Hurlbut lived at 12 Oliver St. for 40 years until his death 

which occurred on Nov. 10, 1915. The Salem News carried his obituary: 

Nov. 11, 1915 "Oscar Bradley Hurlbut, for the last 50 years a 

citizen of Salem, died at his home, 12 Oliver st., yesterday. He was 

born in New Britain, Conn., the son of the late Enos s. and Clarissa 

(Gorham) Hurlbut, and was in his 74th year. He was a machinist by 

trade and he was employed first at the typesetting machine of Charles 

w. Felt on Bridge St., and later at the jute mills in this city, the 

Standard Thermometer works in Peabody and the United Shoe Machinery 

in Beverly. He was a skillful mechanic and always a good citizen. 

He leaves a widow, a son William Wallace and three brothers." 

His funeral was held at his late home, 12 Oliver St., with the 

Rev. De Witt s. Clark D.D. of the Tabernacle Church officiating. 

Burial was in Greenlawn cemetery. 

Mrs. Hurlbut remained in the house until her death on Feb. 21, 1930. 

This simple obituary appeared in the Salem News: 

"Mrs. Harriet c., widow of Oscar B. Hurlbut died at her home, 12 



Oliver street today, in her 89th year. She was born in Newport,N.H., 

the daughter of the late William and Elizabeth (Endicott) Carter. 

She leaves a son William w. of Salem and a brother J. Henry Carter of 

Salem." 

The house was left to William w. Hurlbut (probate #166719) the only 

son of the couple. Mr. Hurlbut kept the house until Nov. 14, 1942 

when he sold it to Anna Louise Russell: 

(book 3318 page 261) 

On Oct. 11, 1950 Anna Louise Russell sold to Elizabeth M. Price "The 

same conveyed by deed of William Wallace Hurlbut". (book 3776 page 250) 

Elizabeth M. Price, unmarried, sold the land and building at 12 Oliver 

st. to the present owners (1981) Henry A. and Theresa M. Belanger 

on May 17, 1960. (book 4667 page 168) 
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