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122 FEDERAL STREET 

"Federal street was laid out but very shortly before 1773, 
when it was called ye new street. It was called the new street 
laid out between the North river and the main street in 1774; 
the new street called the north street, 1776; the back or new 
street, 1781; and Federal street in 1792." (Essex Antiquarian, 
v 01. 7 pg . 116 ) 

"Lynn Street is on Bentley's list of streets in 1796 and on 
Saunders' Map in 1820. The number of Pre-Federal houses on the 
street indicates that it is even older. Retaining walls in 
the yards of some of the buildings at the northern end suggest 
tht the land once sloped off sharply to the banks of the North 
River which was at the end of the street before it was filled 
in and Bridge street was laid out." (Salem Historic District 
Study Committee Investigation ) 

BOOK 139 PAGE 39 

DATE -

CONSIDERATION 

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTION 

BOOK 157 PAGE 72 

DATE -

CONSIDERATION 

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTION 

March 6, 1781 

155 pounds 

Ebenezer and Hannah Beckford 

Elijah Sanderson and Jacob Sanderson, 
cabinetmakers 

Parcel of land (A) 

August 7, 1782 

5 shillings 

Benjamin Goodhue Jr. 

Elijah Sanderson and Jacob Sanderson 

Small piece of land (B) 
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' The property was owned in common by the Sanderson brothers 

until a division was made on August 26, 1783. Jacob was 

assigned the easterly half (#120)~ Elijah was assigned the 

westerly half (#122), dimensions later described as: 
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Elijah Sanderson died on Feb. 13, 1825. 

PROBATE #24567 
By his will, written February 14, 1825, "All real and personal 

and other estate shall be had, improved and held by my beloved 
wife during her widowhood and natural life - intending hereby 
that all the profit improvement and interest thereof shall 
accrue to her, and at the termination of her life the same real 
and personal estate whatever there may be shall be equally 
divided among my present children or their legal heirs and 
representatives." John Samderson, son of Elijah, was 
appointed executor (Inventory appendix A) 

BOOK 1178 PAGE 233 

DATE -

GRANTOR (mortgagor) 

GRANTEE (mortgagee) 

DESCRIPTION 

BOOK 1253 PAGE 494 

DATE -

CONSIDERATION 

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTION 

PREVIOUS REFERENCE -

MORTGAGE 

August 7, 1886 

John A. Sanderson, Abigail Sanderson, 
Mary E. Sanderson, William Pope and 
Abby H. his wife in her own right 

George Ropes 

Land and buildings 

June 19, 1889 

$3,050 

George Gordon of Beverly 

Benjamin Shreve 

Land and buildings. 

The same premises conveyed by 
mortgage on August 7, 1886, book 1178 
page 233 to George Ropes of Salem, 
which mortgage has since been duly 
assigned to George Gordon of Beverly 
and whereas in and by said mortgage 
deed the grantee therein named as 
executors, administrators and assigns 
were authorized and impowered to sell 
at auction. 



BOOK 1256 PAGE 470-471 

DATE - July 15, 1889 and August 3, 1889 

CONSIDERATION $1 

GRANTOR (seller) - John A. Sanderson, Mary E. Sanderson, 
William A. Pope and Abby H. his wife. 

Willim Henry Archer, Henry Archer and 
Mary E. Archer 

GRANTEE (buyer) Benjamin Shreve 

DESCRIPTION All right in the property on the 
corner of Lynn and Federal Streets 

North - Benjamin Pitman 
East - Josiah Haywood as the fence 

and adjoining buildings now 
stand. 

South - Federal Street 
West - Lynn street 

PREVIOUS REFERENCE - The same belonging to Elijah 
Sanderson deceased 

Benjamin Shreve PROBATE #79852 

Will written August 23, 1879. Estate on Chestnut st. 
bequeathed to son Octavis. All the rest to son and nephew 
William P. Shreve with half under trust for support of son and 
family. The other half in trust for the benefit of his wife. 
To support and maintain her and his children by her begotten, 
until there is no child surviving under the age of 21. 

BOOK 2816 PAGE 401 

DATE - June 11, 1929 

PARTITION - Among tenants in common (122 Federal one of many 
parcels in the division). 

1. Octavius B. Shreve and 1st National Bank of Boston, 
trustees under the will of Benjamin Shreve 

2. Octavius B. Shreve and Benjamin D. Shreve, trustees under 
the will of Benjamin Shreve for the benefit of Octavius B. 
Shreve 

DESCRIPTION The property at 122 Federal St. was 
assigned to Octavius B. Shreve and 
Benjamin D. Shreve 



BOOK 2849 PAGE 200 

DATE -

CONSIDERATION 

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

May 27, 1930 

$1 and other valuable consideration 

Benjamin D. Shreve surviving trustee 
under the will of Benjamin Shreve 
for the benefit of Octavius B. Shreve 
et al by power conferred by said 
will, and every other power and for 
the purpose of fulfilling the pro
v1s1on for distribution of the trust 
estate upon the death of Octavius B. 
Shreve 

Benjamin D. Shreve 1/3 share 
Mary Shreve Northey 1/3 share 
Edward Peirson Jr. 1/9 share 
Octavius Peirson 1/9 share 
Benjamin s. Peirson 1/9 share 

DESCRIPTION (b) The property now numbered 122 
Federal St. in Salem, with the buildings thereon. (Other 
property conveyed at this time was 95-97 Federal st., 297 
Bridge St. and 17-17 1/2 Chestnut St.) 

PREVIOUS REFERENCE - The same premises convyed to Benjamin 
Shreve by George Gordon June 19, 1889 book 1253 page 494. Deed 
of John A. Sanderson et al July 15, 1889 book 1256 page 470. 
Deed of William Archer August 3 1889 book 1256 page 471. 
Reference is also made to partition decree book 2816 page 401. 

BOOK 3474 PAGE 170 

DATE -

CONSIDERATION 

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) 

DESCRIPTI]ON 

July 22, 1946 

none given 

Benjamin D. Shreve, Mary Shreve 
Northey, Edward L. Peirson, Octavia 
Hamlin (formerly Octavia Peirson) and 
Benjamin s. Peirson 

Mary Holden Eastman 

Land and building 122 Federal st. 

PREVIOUS REFERENCE - The same premises described in 
paragraph (b) of deed from Benjamin D. Shreve et als May 27, 
1930 book 2849 page 200 



BOOK 4658 PAGE 107 

DATE -

CONSIDERATION -

GRANTOR (seller) -

GRANTEE (buyer) -

DESCRIPTION -

April 11, 1960 

none given 

Mary Holden Eastman otherwise known 
as Mary H. Eastman, wife of Roger K. 

Mary H. Eastman and Roger K. Eastman 

Land and builings at 122 Federal st. 

North 
East 
South 
west 

- Benjamin Pitman 22.2' 
- Josiah Haywood 132.5' 
- Federal St. 47.08' 
- Lynn st. 142.88' 

PREVIOUS REFERENCE - The same premises in deed from 
Benjamin D. Shreve et als to Mary Holden Eastman July 22, 1946 
book 3474 page 170 

Reference to book and page are deed books at the Registry of 
Deeds. Probate numbers are cases at Probate Court. Both 
offices are located in the same building on Federal St. All 
maps in this report are not meant to be exact, just for illus
tration purposes. 



DATE DOCUMENTATION 

The first mention of a dwelling house on this land appears in 
the August 1783 deed in which Elijah and Jacob Sanderson divide 
the "house" and land. The Sandersons first appear on the tax 
rolls in "1784-5" when the brothers are each taxed for part of 
a house, valued at $300 and a shop, valued at $75. 

HOUSE ON CORNER OF LYNN ANO FEDERAL STREETS, SALEM, MASS. 

Where Elijah Sanderson, early Salem cabint!lmakcr, lived. 

for a time his business was also conducted from this house. 

NOTES: #120-122 FEDERAL STREET PRE-FEDERAL 

"Built as a two-family house by and for Jacob and Elijah 
Sanderson in 1783 (See Salem Evening News 1966), this 
three-story plus hip roof building has two front entrances, one 
in each side yard. The house still has Pre-Federal period 
molded window caps and sills; the latter are not seen 
frequently. The eastern half of the house was modified when 
Victorian trim and bay windows were added, but the west side 
remains as it was with a pedimented, pilastered entrance. 
Archer says that Josiah Hayward, a stone mason, lived at #120 
where his daughter kept a private school and that Deacon John 
Punchard and his daughter Keziah lived in the other half of the 
house." "Salem Historic District Study Committee 
Investigation) 



ELIJAH SANDERSON 

Elijah Sanderson, son of Jonathan and Mary (Bemis) Sanderson, 
was born in Waltham on Oct. 10, 1751. He married Mary Mulliken 
of and at Lexington Jan. 12, 1781. Elijah died on Feb. 13, 
1825. His obituary appeared in the Salem Gazette: 

"In this town - Deacon Elijah Sanderson, aged 73. A worthy 
and honest man and a useful member of society. He was at the 
Battle of Lexington, on the evening of the 18th of April 1775, 
he saw a party of nine British officers pass up through 
Lexington, where he then resided, it being unusual to observe 
British officers pass into the country at evening, his 
attention was attracted - he and one or two of his neighbors 
followed to ascertain what were their intentions; when they had 
followed as far as Lincoln, the officers who had so posted 
themselves as to command the road, made prisoners of Mr. 
Sanderson and his companions, and led them aside into the 
fields, and detaned them there till about two o'clock in the 
morning, when this officers posted in the road made prisoner of 
Col. Paul Revere who had escaped from Boston after the British 
troops had embarked and was rushing into the country to sound 
the alarm. Col. Revere informed them that their movements were 
detected and the country alarmed, notwithstanding their 
precautions. They then ordered their prisoners to mount, and 
returned towards Lexington. 

When they arrived near the meeting house, they heard the 
alarm bell ringing; the British officers then ordered their 
prisoners to dismount, cut their saddle girths and bridles to 
prevent their reaching their countrymen. The British officers 
then started offf at full speed and soon met the British troops 
marching on to Concord. When they came up to the meeting house 
at Lexington, they rushed on huzzaing and fired. The militia 
soon dispersed." 
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S'arulersons,·. Cabin'3tmaJu;rs, 
• •• ·- # 

Built Home· 011 Federal ,Stteet 
by l\IRS. C. :\!. CAi\JENGA 
Historic Salem, Inc., made 

the fiirst presentation in the· 
01•ganization's house sign pro
gram to the Sanderson house 
at the corner of Federnl. anri, 
Lynn streets, on Monday, Aug. 
15 .. The present owners of the 
property are Mr. and 1\Irs. 
James A. Bailey, who reside at 
120 Federal street, the Jacob 

1 Sanderson side, and ?.Ir. and I 
Mrs. Roger K. Eastman, 122 
Federal street, the Elijah San-; 
~n~~~ I 

B u i l t by the Sanderson i 
~·orothers in 1783, the large, I 
'; three-story house was at first 
~-·-:: . - ·~::; 
t'• 

ELIJAH SA.1.'\'D~RSON 

held in common but as evi
. denced ·by the deed, they soon 

made o. division of it. At that 
. time the street was known as 

the New street, and began· at 
Washington street, running 
west to Boston street. The 
name was changed to I''edcral 
.6treet and a;bout J 854 it w;is 
extended eastwardly to St. 
Peter street. The necessary 
re-numhering changed that- of 
the house from 50 to 120-122. 
The eastern side of the hip-ro~f 
has been modified by the adcll
tion of victorian trim around 
the entrance. 

Elijah was born in Water~ anrl on the account and ri<k 1--~A.-stUctyor"the reco~ds O{ thel 
town, Oct. 10, 1751, and mar- of the comp;iny. Thou~h th<'se · E. & J. Sanderson C0. re•1eais 
ried Marv .:\fulliken of Lexin~- cabinetmakers were all Pr<'!Il- the truf! ·co-opera ti':~ nature of, 
ton in 1781. She was the sis- inent men whose furniture was Si!lf"m cabinr>tmaki11;; and p!'O· r 
ter of Samuel Mulliken, clock- known to be of a fine type, vid('s an :nsight :nto the\ 
maker.· Jacob was born six I Elij;ih con.~idered 

0

his own· to Yankee shrewdnr;;s ()f 1r:e1 
years· after Elijah had mar- be the be3t. He not only traders. Ir may have heen on! 
ried Katherine Harrigan of · hr;n;rl('d \\'ilh his initials E. S. one of the Sanrlrrson "ven
Watertown in 1781. The broth-, I a;1 th» pie<·<'~ which he mad<! tures" th11t the han<lsomr- sec-I 
ers came to Salem ·about the .. I inr exp-.)ctation, but on on() -·- - .. - ·b· · ·--·N· ---h--·:--h' retary made y • e erraa time of the marriages, after; j :·ventu.i:e·~ he-· ·1~tlt!Sli!<t"" th~t- Adams started the journey to 
thev bad served their appren-: his furniture "11ot be mixed in · h 
ticeships in Watertown. In ad-' a bargain with others", but Jet Capetown, South Africa, w ere 
dition to t!heir house, records'.. him have the hencfit. of the it was found in recent years. ! 

This piece is now in the Vlin-·i 
indicate the Sandersons had. sale of "my own," noting the terthur Museum, Winterthur, I 
several 'other holdings of land; 1 difference in . the goodncs.~ or 1 
and stores on Fede1·al street I. the work and stock. Samuel Del. · · I 
and its environs, which housed II ; C\[clnlire contt.·ibuted his excel- ('Reference material for the ·1· 

h · · J t h f h h above was found in: "Samuel t e1r extensive enterprise. 
1
• ence o t e inn as s own- y · 

· · j hills to the brothers from the . Mcintire, Carver and the San.-
. Elijah and Jacob Sandi;~son s a 1 em craftsman fot• fine 1 rlersons, Early American Cab
. were Salem's most promme~t l car\'ln"" on the Sanderson fUr-i inl'tmakers," by .:\Ia be l ~I!. 
·, cabinetm<i:kers.. In. ;J-799, m nit.ure~ . · ! . Swan •. the Essex Insti~ute, and 
.P.artnersh1p with Josiah Aus- Labor troubles were at times- ! :·Furmtuee Ex-ported ny ,,Cab~! 

. tin •and under the name of .the trying to the ·sanrlersons anrl,, I met :Ma~ers ?f Salem, ~~.Y, 
E. & J. Sanderson <?o., fJhe:Y . l;.!)8 , Elijah brou{Tht snit: Henry \\ yckoft Belknap, Lle 
instituted. a co-operative bus1- in;. 

1 
·t ' Ivir Rad son"' !or in-; I Essex Institute Histor:cal Col

ness venture in w~ich ~ab-inet- ~~~:~! o~e of his ·apprentices, i lections, Vol. 85-0ct., 1949.) 
maker, carvers. gilder,,, turn- to Jea~·e. The firm had numer- ---~---
ers, . upholsterers and .. many ous apprentices in addition to' . 
other crafts:nen cont~1bu;ed. journey-men workmen anrl tl:e: 
then: respecttv~ parts. m .he law suit may have started the· 
m~ng of furniture fo1 export-: Sanricrson practice of pro-! 
atlon to th~ ~out11~r~. sta\~~.: \'icb 1g- free erl11eali0nal .aclvan-
the Ea~t an es in :es, ~, tc."cs to their app.:cnt1ces as 
Ma1,1denas, South America an ·j an" added inducement to hold 
.Africa, - wherever a c a r g o • tl 

Id b d" o d of to the Ii lem. - · --- ·· • wou e isp se ' Jacob Sanderson, generally 
best advantage. , . . known as "Deacon" Sanderson, 

The large craft wmc;h sailed w;is a much respected selcct
from Salem to do an immense ma nof S a 1 em in 1795. He 
business in the sugar and Pe;P· appears to have been lhe ruling 
per trades to the Ea~t Indies spirit of the E. & J. Sanders<m 

. and other ports required out- Co., althougth he \vas the 
'going cargoes anrl it was the youngC'r of the two brothers . 
. habit of the local mercha~~~ to Afte1· his death in 1810, when 
entrust to these· vessels \en- ne\\' members were admitted 
tures" of rnrious goods to be ---· ----------------•--~--- .. --
taken to ce1·tain li~ely ports 1 to the firm, troubles multipled 
where,they could .bnng ratl:er ! fast. After a series of law suits 

I which dragged out owr a pe
th;m carry them home to the ' riod of years the once power
hon_ie por.t as cargo sp~ce,. es- 1 flll company' came to an end. 
pecially in the pepper trade i 
was at a premium. ~cpper ' Th~ Sa'.em , 0.az~tte of Feb. 
was piled in every· hoic and 1 18, 1X25, 111 E.l!ph s death no
co~ner of the vessel including ! tice, praisr"l him as "a worthy 
t'he captain's cabin where he j and honest man irn.ct a .. uscf.ul 
often slept on bags of pepper Im<: m be r of· society.· Tne 
in:tead of his bunk. j art1c.e went on to note that: 

The proccdUl'e which the Elijah had hcen at the battle 
Sanderson furniture tcust com-~ of Lf'xin;::ton, ;ind on th~ e\'e
pany followed in obtaining a ; nin~ of April 18, 177:>, he and 
ca i· g 0 of furniture _varied. SC'':r·1:a! . friends \'.''r'.~ raptured 
\Vhrn f\trniture of then· own, liy hrlf!sh otftcC'ts rn l .111~0\n, 
prnd;iction \\'II" in:;nf[icirnt,. tied up and guar~ed in a f1~ld. 
thC','I pureha.~erl from ~Hl_1,.,.: About 2 o'c~o~k in. the n:ornmg 
cabinetmal<ers on comm1ss1011: 1 ltcy 1ve>re Jomcri m thc>1r cap-

' tivity by Paul Revere.- Actet• 
: Colonel Re1·rre informeri the 
'Dfficcrn tlv1t thf' countryside 

'.larl bN:'n w,n·ncd o[ British 
troc>p 11101·rmcnts :ill of the pris· 
mers w•'1·r 1'<•!1•;1sPd, l•nt not 
o>efore th0.i r sarlrlle girths anrl 
~lt'idlf'S ha<! hrcn r11t. 
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