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———1h Winter Street
The house at 14 Winter Street has been described in'the;Salem
Historic District Study as: "This simple tﬁo-story plus pitch
roof clapboard house is interesting because its entrance is in the
yard at the intersection of the main house and a similar pitch
.roof ell at right angles to the mé}p house on the sﬁreet.' The
.doorWay is in an enclosed pedimented portico. One detail which
suggests that it dates from the pre-Federal period is the cornice
under the eaﬁes which protrudes over the second story windows, and
_which is echoed in the molded window sills of this same cornice
of windows; the house also has a large square chimney, which is
usually a characteristic of the pre-Federal period. A wooden

fence in'the Chinese Chippendale style encloses the side yard."

The.history of Winter street as given in the Essex Antiquarian, vol. 8
?g. 66=-."Winter'street‘was an ancient road. It was called a lane

-or highway in 1668; Road leading to Beverly ferry, 1705; Highway
leading from the training field to Beverly ferry, 1705; Highway
leading from the training field to Beverly ferry; 1760; the way

to thelferry, 1769; ﬁoad 1771; Way leading to ferry lane, 1771;
£herferry lane leading to Beverly, 1779; Ferry Lane, 1780; Ferry

lane or the way leading to Essex bridgé, 179%; and Winter street,

1795."

Very early the entire west side of Winter street was owned by
~ Jacob Pudeater, blacksmith. DMrs. Pudeater lived on this land

until the summer of 1692, when she was condemned as a witch and



~executed Sept. 22, 1692, being about seventy years of age. Later

the land became the property of the Cheever family.

On Aug, 29, 1781 Benjamin and Ruth Cheever sold a lot of land to

Thomas Browne of Salem, housewright:
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(book 145 page 94)

Mr. Browne immediately set to work building a new house for his
familys, The tax records show the progress of the house:

1781 Thomas Brown - 1/3 house, facY and stock, 4 common
rights

1782 Thomas Brown - house

Thomas Browne died,on June 30, 1793, at the age of 46. An inventory
of his estate (probate #3850) taken on Dec. 12, 1793 lists the
contents of the house plus gives valuable information as to the

simple impléments used by the housewright when building the sturdy

homes which survive today. (appendix A)

On Septe 12, 1799 a committee was appointed to divide the property

and award the widow Margaret (Skerry) Browne her dbwer rights*.

*This was an automatic 1/3 share of a husband's eétate.



—

~ There may have been some disagreement with one of the other heirs

as to who owned whate When a widow was assigned a certain room of
a house she was not usually confined to just this part of the house
but affirmed her rights that even if all the other heirs sold their
shares of the estate she would retain the priviledge to occupy the
room or rooms:.as long as she lived., In this case Margaret was
assigned "the front Lower Room, A Back room and Bed room, also the
closset at the northerly side of the Kitchen, (that if Mrs. Brown
sees fit to open a back door for an Entry) also the Western Garret,
and at the North East Corner of the Cellar, a piece of Eight feet
square, and one third part of the Arch under the Chimney, with the

priviledge at all times to use the front Door, Entries and stairs

from the Cellar to the Garret, also the Outer Cellar Door and Steps,

and a passage way of four feet wide to the North East part of the
Cellar, and a way of three feet wide from the stairs round the
Chimney to the Western Garret, Lickwise to have a Right to Open the

front Room Chimney the Southerly Oven, Now belonging to the Kitchen,

for her own use and benifit at her cost, also one quartér part of

da

the Pew in the Rev Dr, Barnards Meeting House." She was also

awarded part of the barn, necessary house and well located in the

rear of the house (appendix B),

When Margaret Brown died on Aug. 11, 1818 Rev., William Bentley made
this notation in his diary: "Samuel Skerry & wife, death of his
Sister, Widow Margaret Brown, aet. 69, in Winter street & goodness

to himeeses Mre Skerry tells me his Sister married Thomas Brown.



~— The father of his Br. in Law (Thomas Browne) possessed the Farm in
& Wenham bought of him by J. Gardner whose widow of the Piékering 2
family now lives upon it. Thomas Brown long since died." (Diary

of William Bentley, vole 4, Pg. 540)

The probate of Margaret (Skerry) Brown lists the contents of the
house at 14 Winter Street (appendix C.)and indicates that hef only
real estate holdings were the lots assigned to her as an heir of
the Skerry family. Margaret had sold her rights in the Winter St.
property to her daughter "Betsey Brown (now Osborn)" on March 2,

1813. (book 199 page 141)

The heirs of Margaret Brown were her children; Abraham Brown, Betsey
Osborn and Hannah Brown; and grandchildren; Thomas Edwards, Margaret

Southward, Abigail Hoyt. and Hannah Brown,

During the period from July 1822 to Feb, 1823 most of the heirs
of Thomas and Margaret Browne had sold their shares in the Winter
St. property described as house, land and barn, to Aaron Osborn

husband of Betsey. (book 223 page 250, book 230 page 242 and book
237 page 184) |

Asron Osborn, housewright, built a house on the portion of the
property which fronted on Oliver St. by 1830. The Osborns live&
in the Oliver Ste. house until 1833 when they moved into the Winter
St, house, The Salem Stfeet Books indicate that 14 Winter St. was

~ owned by John Edwards et al and valued at $1,400, the occupants being
John Edwards, John Bassett. and Brackley Peabody.



. The 1836 directory shows the occupants at that time as Aaron Osborn,

—

John Osborn and Lydia Richardson. Over the years Aaron Osborn
shared tenancy:
1842 = Aaron Osborn, William Ashton

1845 -~ Aaron Osborn, Nathaniel Bs Osborn, John Bridges,
Joseph Ally

1848 - Aaron Osborn, Nathaniel B. Osborn, JohnrH. Young
1849 - Aaron Osborn, N.B. Osborn, James Smith

The federal census of 1850 gives a close look at the Osborn household:

" Aaron Osborn age 65 carpenter born Mass,
Susan 1 " 53 _ n o "
2nd- family ' : '
John Frasier age 33 mariner : born Scot.
Mary | no 33 - _ " Mass.
'Mary R n L : ' " "o

The Salem Street Book gives this notation in 1855:
14 Winter St.

Aaron Osborn "died“5—10 at noon suddenly"
George W Crosby

The‘probate of Aaron Osborn (#48783) includes his will which specifies
the widow Susan's share: A

-fﬁTo'my wife Susan the use of the front room, side room and Bed room
in my house on Winter St. on the lower floor of said house with the
little cellar under the same, also privilege of entry to and out

of the back door, with all the west attic in said house, with a

privilege'to and from the same, with 1/3 of the woodhouse, back houses

‘and yard, Also privilege to and from the street to pass in and

out front doore. Also use of the furniture in the house during her

life, at her decease to my grand daughter Margaret Elizaheth Osborne
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(appendix D & E)

The 1860 census gives the

or her heirs and assigns.

Charles Osborn age 33 tinsmith

Jane " "
Charles gt
2nd family
William Duzout - "
Victoria " "
Leon W "
Mary n n
3rd family |
Samuel Lefavour "
Lucy ] "
Lucy " "

The 1865 taxes:
14 Winter
Charles P, Osborn
Stephen Roberts
Samuel Lefavour

33
?

occupants as:

The rest to my two sons John and Nathaniel

born Mass,

n

4O cabinet maker "

Maine
Mass .

France
1]

1

"

Mas s,
Maine
Mass,

owners - 1/3 Mrs. A. Osborn
1/3 Nathaniel Osborn

]+o 11
8 "
6 11

LO master mariner "

39 n
? n

ége 38
1" 42
111 }+O

1/3 Lydia Foster
of Bridgton, Maine

On Dece 22, 1869 Lydia Foster, of Bridgton, Maine, sold for $500 to

Sarah B, Osborn of Lynn, 1/3 the land and building on Winter St,

"derived to me by my late husband Nathaniel Brown,

pay Judith Perley of Methuen $50." (book 802 page 156)

The tax records for_lS?O:

Marcus Knowlton
Charles P, Osborn

Provided they

owner - estate of A, Osborn
house $1,000

land

900

B.l\



The 1870 census shows the change in occupants:

Charles Osbhorn age 42 tinplate born Mass..
Jane F, H " 43 Lkeeps house 1k i
Charles I " 17 clerk in apothecary u .
Carrie 1w " 9 at school 1 L
Agge i . 4 at home "  Canada
2nd family ,
Marcus Knowlton " 24 cabinetmaker . " Mass.
Mary H " 24 keeps house Mg
Marcus N " 2 at home .
Elmer H ¥ 3 at home " Y
3rd family '
Mary Ferguson " 22 keeps house "  Mass,
Mary Eo " " 1 at home vwooon

On Feb, 21, 1871 Joseph Faulkner and Margarette Ee. his wife in her
right,and Sarah B. Osborn, widow of Nathaniel Be, in right of dower
sold to Charles P. Osborn the land and buildings 14 Winter St.,

subject to the life estate of Susan Osborn and of Lydia P. Foster:
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(book 816 page 156)



The 1875 taxes reflect this change:
14 Winter St.

Charles P. Osborn = age 46 owner - Charles Osborn 2/3

Bleszep Stasle no o2 house $700, land $600
widow Aaron Osborn
untaxed

By 1880 Charles P. Osborn is listed as the sole owner of 14 Winter St

but had moved to his new residence 21 Pickman St. The tenants were:
14 Winter St,

Horace Osborne age L7 owner - Charles P. Osborn
Eleazer Steele L - iggge ﬁl’ggg

The 1880 census gives additional information:

Sabrina Steele age 59 keeps house born Vermont
Eleazer o " 23 son = dry goods . i
2nd family

Horace Osborn ¥ 55 ccurrier o Mass,
Louise " " 64 sister - keeps house n "

Maxy P, % . " 45 sister - i E
Alice H, " " 14 daughter = at home L L

On Octe 4, 1890 Charles P. Osborne sold for $1 and other valuable
consideration to Agnes M. Osborne the land and buildings 14 Winter St.
The same conveyed in the deed of Joseph Faulkner. (book 1291 page 113)

Five days later, Octe 9, 1890, Agnes M, Osborne sold the same property
to Jane F. Osborne for $l. (book 1291 page 114)

Charles P.Osborn- died on Jan. 9, 1900, A simple obituary notice
appeared in the Salem News:

"Charles P. Osborn died at the age of 73 years, 2 months, 27 days.

Funeral at residence 21 Pickman St."



~ On Octe 1, 1910 James F. Osborne, widow, sold to Thomas F. Cronan

the land and buildings, 14 Winter Ste.. The same premises conveyed

by deed of Agnes M. Osborne. (book 2045 page 288)

Octs 27, 1910 Thomas F. Cronan sold to Nellie A._Heagnay wife of-

William F. the land and dwelling house "being the same ﬁremises |

conveyed to me by deed of Jane F. Osborne on Octe 1, 1910." (book
2047 page 170)

Nellie Heagney died on Jan. 17, 1911, Her only heir was a daughter
Helen M. Heagney, (probate #110127). Mrs. Heagney's real estate
holdings were:

House and land on Winter St,. $3,500
House and land on Juniper Point 1,600
- Lot of land on Main St,., Clinton, Mass, 500

On Sept. 8, 1911 James F, Fielding, of 0il City, Pa., administer
of the estate of Nellie A, Heagney sold to Edwin H. Dodge the land
and buildings at 14 Winter St., for the sum of $4,000. The same
premises conveyed to Nellie Heagney by deed of Thomas F. Cronan.

(book 2100 page 218)

Jan. 5, 1912 Edwin H. Dodge sold to Arthur Derby the same estate
conveyed by James F, Fielding., (book 2122 page 368)

 Jan. 5, 1912 Arthur Derby of Salem, sold to Frances E. Dodge the
land and buildings, 14 Winter St.. The same conveyed by Edwin H.
Dodge. (book 2122 page 369)



——

~ Septe 14, 1939 Frances E. Dodge, widow, sold to Martha B. Greenough

the same property conveyed by deed of Arthur Derby. (book.3193
page 278)

Octe 29, 1947 Martha Be. Greenough, of Beverly, unmarried, sold to
Mary Louise Woodward,of Peabody, the same premises conveyed by

Frances Dodge. (book 3534 page 55.4)

Mary Louise Woodward then sold to Annie J. McKenna of Kings Park
Long Island, N.Y., the land and buildings conveyed by deed of
Martha B. Greenough on Oct. 9, 1947. See also deed of Frances E.
Dodge to Martha B, Greenough, Septe. 14, 1939, (book 3574 page 459)

Notes: The Essex Institute has in its photo collection two photos
of this house when it was "Crashed by a Truck."

Reference to book and page are deed books at the-Registry of Deeds.

Probate numbers are cases at Probate Court. Both offices are located
in the same building on Federal St. All maps in this report are not

meant to be exact, just for illustration purposes.
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