
43 Union Street, formerly 3 Elm Street 
Salem 

According to available evidence, this house was built in 1769 as a warehouse for 
Joseph Hood, hatter, and in 1770 was converted to a dwelling house for his widow, 
Sarah Ingersoll Hood. From 1769 to 1917 it stood on a small lot at 3 Elm Street, 
which was a predecessor of the westerly part of Hawthorne Boulevard. In 1917 the 
house was moved to Derby Street and then to 43 Union Street. 

Joseph Hood (1740-1769) was born in Salem in 1740, and baptized at the First Church 
on 29 June 1740, the son of Joseph Hood and Susannah Pike. His father probably 
came from Lynn; his mother was of an old Salem family that resided in a house on 
Essex Street near Cambridge Street. At the age of 12 or 13, the boy was apprenticed 
to learn the business of a hatter, meaning one who makes hats. In those days, most 
men wore beaver hats. 

Joseph Hood Jr. learned his trade well, and in 1760 or so became a journeyman hatter. 
He must have been an extraordinary young man, who was encouraged to remain in 
Salem and set up his own business. He courted a young woman from a prominent 
family, Sarah Ingersoll, the daughter of Capt. Nathaniel Ingersoll (1710-1762) and 
Bethiah Gardner (1714-1773). They married in 1761, and would have at least three 
children: Joseph, Elizabeth, and Susannah. 

Sarah Ingersoll (1740-1816) was the second-eldest of the nine children born to Capt. 
Nathaniel Ingersoll (1710-1762) and Bethiah Gardner (1714-1773). Among her 
brothers and sisters were Jonathan Ingersoll (1751-1840), who would fight in the 
Revolution and become a prominent shipmaster and merchant, and Mary, the eldest, 
who married Habakkuk Bowditch in 1765 and would become the mother of the great 
navigator Nathaniel Bowditch. 

Joseph Hood (1740-1769), bp 29 June 1740, 1st Chh, Salem, s/o Joseph Hood & 
Susannah Pike, died 1769. Hem. 1761 Sarah Ingersoll (1740-1816), d/o Nathaniel 
Ingersoll & Bethiah Gardner, n.c.m. 1808, died 1816. Known issue, baptized 
Tabernacle Church: 

1. Joseph 
2. Susannah, bp 26 Feb. 1764 
3. Elizabeth, bp 18 June 1769 
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In April, 1764, Joseph Hood, Salem hatter, paid 200 li to David Phippen for the 
eastern end of a house and its land, fronting 22' on the main street (Essex Street) 
and running back 81' on Lowders Lane (ED 115:29). Lowders Lane, also called 
Lowthers Lane, was an early name for Elm Street, which was also called Wood 
Plank Road (and also Plank Alley), because it had wooden sidewalks. It was 
widened in 1915-1916 to make the present Hawthorne Boulevard. In 17 65 Mr. 
Hood enlarged the house (ref. EIHC 58, Curwen's notes re houses built 1750-
1773 in Salem). The Hood house still stands (#4 Hawthorne Boulevard), 
although it was moved southerly about 30' from the comer of Essex and 
Hawthorne Boulevard to make way for the shops fronting on Essex Street. 

At this time, Salem enjoyed a solid prosperity based on foreign commerce. 
Salem's main export was salt cod, which was caught far offshore and then 
brought to shore and "cured" until it was hard and dry and could be shipped long 
distances. This was a staple food in Catholic Europe (Spain and Portugal 
especially) and also in the Caribbean, where it was fed to slaves. To Europe went 
the "merchantable" cod (high-grade), and to the Caribbean went the "refuse" cod 
(low quality). Either sort, put into a pot of boiling water, would tum into 
nutritious food. Lumber, horses, and foodstuffs were also sent to the Caribbean, 
whence came sugar, molasses, cotton, and mahogany. From Europe came back 
finished goods, wine, fruit, feathers, and leather. There was also some trade 
between Salem and the Chesapeake Bay area, which provided corm, wheat, and 
tobacco, while South Carolina provided rice. 

Most merchant vessels were small, under 60 tons. Richard Derby (1712-1783) 
was the town's leading merchant in the 1760s; he resided in the house at the east 
comer of Herbert and Derby Streets. Up until the time of the Revolution (1775), 
Salem's trade was active but modest. The salt water came in as the South River 
along Derby and New Derby Streets all the way to the present post office; and in 
this secure inner harbor were most of the wharves and warehouses. At the foot of 
Elm Street was a cove which was wharfed out and used by the Osgood and 
Woodbridge families, and would later be the site of operations for Joseph 
Peabody, Salem's foremost merchant of the early 1800s. 

Joseph Hood's hatter's shop stood on the main street (Essex Street) nearby, on land 
owned by another hatter, John Teague, and his wife Martha Allen Teague. In 
February, 1768, the Teagues took out a 20 li loan from Joseph Hood, hatter, 
collateralized by the Teagues' ell-shaped lot, 7 2/3 poles in area, running from the 
main street (where Mr. Hood's hatter's shop is mentioned as standing) down to a spot 
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across from the Hood homestead on Lowders Lane, where it fronted 2 poles and 3 
links, or 35' (ED 117:251)~ The Teagues did not repay the loan within the year 
allotted, and on 3 March 1769 they sold the ell-shaped lot for another 53.6.8 to Joseph 
Hood, now described as a Salem gentleman (ED 125:236). The lot was bounded 
westerly on Lowthers Lane 2 poles 3 links (35'), northerly 1 poles 15.5 links on land 
of Gilford, then extending northerly 3 poles 5 links on land of Gilford, then running 
easterly 1 pole 2 links on the main street (Essex Street), then running southerly 5.5 
poles (91 ')by land of George Peale, then running westerly 2 poles 7.5 links by land of 
David Phippen in possession of Thomas Phippen. 

On this lot, Mr. Hood had a warehouse built on the land adjoining westerly on 
Lowders Lane. In April, 1769, Joseph Hood purchased from George Peale a strip of 
land 2' 3" in width and running along the easterly length of his lot, fronting on Essex 
Street, "on which land said Hood's shop partly stands." The "warehouse" (which was 
soon converted to a dwelling and is the building now at 43 Union) was evidently a 
store, used for the selling of hats and other goods, as well as for storage, while the 
"shop" was a little factory housing the tools, kettles, pelts, etc. used for making felt 
and hats. A picture of his business is given in the Benjamin Pickman account book of 
1760-1818: in 1768 Mr. Pickman provided some beaver (pelts) worth 13.3.0 to Mr. 
Hood, who paid off part of the account (11.10.0 worth) in hats (seven of them) and 
"sundries" (see vol. 24, p.95, MSS5, at library Peabody Essex Museum). 

Sadly, Joseph Hood was fated to have a short life. By October, 1769, he was facing 
death; and on the first day ofNovember, 1769, he made his last will, with John 
Pickering, Mary Blaney, and Mary Gardner as his witnesses. In it, he said he was 
"apprehending myself to be drawing near to my last end," and devised all of his 
property (after debt-payment) to "Sarah, my beloved wife, to dispose of for the best 
benefit of herself and children." He appointed his wife Sarah and "my trusty friend 
Mr. Thomas Mason" to be the executors of his will. He died in the next day or so, 
aged only 28 years. Judging from Mr. Hood's successful career to that point, Salem 
was thus deprived of a talented and useful citizen. Of his three children, he was 
survived by (at least) a son, Joseph Hood 3d, who was alive in 1796. 

c\ocb.,t' 

On 8 November 1769 the will of Mr. Hood, "Salem hatter," was probated (#13780). 
On the 19th of December, 1769, the inventory of Joseph Hood's estate was taken by 
Abraham Watson, Samuel Holman, and Jonathan Andrews. He owned the homestead, 
worth 250 li; "the warehouse & shop & land under and adjoining" worth 158 li; and a 
pew in Rev. Dr. Whitaker's meeting house, worth 10.13.4. 
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His personal estate included the furnishings in the house, the hat-making tools and 
equipment in the shop (including "sundry small furs"), and the stuff in the warehouse, 
which evidently included logwood (mahogany), 70 lbs. of cotton, 21 gallons of rum, 
155 gallons of molasses, onions, cider, casks, candles, and glue. He also had 72 
beaver and castor hats, some beaver, ten hat boxes, sheep's wool, felt hats, boards, 
bricks, a hay, a cow, a pig, a jack and its equipment. Among his personal effects were 
three maps, an easy chair, a looking glass, a china bed, a toilette table and cover, 3 
rugs, a gun, a coffee mill, tin ware, much pewter, and some silver plate. 

It would appear that Mr. Hood was able to leave his widow a competency. She 
proceeded to convert the warehouse to her residence, two stories high with a gambrel 
roof, end-to-the street, facing toward the common. It was probably intended as a two­
family so that Mrs. Hood would have the benefit of rental income. Mr. Curwen noted 
"1770, Joseph Hood, barn now made a tenement in Lowder's Lane" (EIHC 58:293-
296), evidently describing the warehouse as a "barn" and ascribing its construction to 
Joseph Hood, who had died in 1769. It was mentioned in his inventory of that year, 
and probably was converted to a house in 1770. With the new house finished, Mrs. 
Hood had no need of the house across the street, on the west side of Lowders Lane, 
and so the house was sold in September, 1772, for 226.13.4 to Benjamin West, a 
Salem mariner (ED 129:274). 

Mrs. Sarah Ingersoll Hood lived here for many years, probably with tenants. The 
Essex Street shop and its equipment she evidently leased out to hatters-her 
husband's successors. After the Revolution (1775-1783), Salem's merchants were 
ready to push their ships and cargoes into all parts of the known world. Hasket Derby, 
William Gray, and Joseph Peabody were the leaders in this effort. In 1784, Derby 
opened trade with Saint Petersburg, Russia; and in 1784 and 1785 he dispatched 
trading vessels to Africa and China, respectively. Voyages to India soon followed, 
and to the Spice Islands (Sumatra, Java, Malaya, etc.). In 1798 trade opened with 
Mocha, Arabia, which supplied coffee. The size and number of vessels was increased, 
and by 1800 Salem was the greatest trading port in America, with some of the 
wealthiest merchants. It was at this time (1792) that Salem's first bank was founded: 
the Essex Bank was followed by the Salem Bank (1803) and Merchants Bank (1811). 

In October, 1789, the 48-ton schooner Polly, built at Dartmouth in 1787, was 
registered for the foreign trade by her owner and master, Joseph Hood. The Polly, two 
years old, had been built in Dartmouth (EIHC 41 :230, Ship Registers of Salem & 
Beverly). This Joseph Hood was, perhaps, the son of Sarah & Joseph Hood. 
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In 1790 Sarah Hood resided here (herself, with one other female, and with one male 
16+, per 1790 census, p. 96, col. 3; her name is misspelled Sarah Wood in the 
published census record). John Shaw may have been her tenant. 

In July, 1792, Mrs. Hood sold the "hatter's shop and all other buildings" on Essex 
Street, together with "all the kettles and tools in the same shop belonging to and 
necessary for the business of hat-making," as well as a piece of her homestead land 
under and adjoining the shop (ED 154:268). The new owner of the shop was a felt­
maker, Jeremiah Shepard, who paid 110 li for the property. Mrs. Hood thus conveyed 
the shop and "ell" part of the lot, but retained this house and its remaining rectangular 
lot with its small front yard. 

Note: In his reminiscences of a boyhood in Salem c.1800, Benjamin F. Browne 
(in EIHC 50:14) wrote of the Shepard hat shop (formerly Hood's), on Essex 
Street, as follows. "Mr. (Jeremiah) Shepard had a hat manufactory and shop on 
Essex Street, on the eastern part of the land now occupied by Mr. Emerton's 
brick building. I remember the first hat I ever owned was bought at this shop, 
and the money paid (five shillings) was the product of the sales of scraps of old 
iron and pieces of junk, sold at one of the Hingham boats that visited Salem 
several times a year. . . The boys found these hats very convenient for another use 
than a head covering. Being stiffened with glue, they soon lost their stiffness by 
use, and, as there were pumps at convenient distances in the streets, by pounding 
in the crown they made very handy drinking vessels. In process of time they 
resumed their original form of a sugar loaf." 

Mrs. Sarah Ingersoll Hood eventually ran short of money. In February, 1796, she 
mortgaged to her late husband's "trusty friend," the eminent merchant Thomas 
Mason, "the dwelling house which I now occupy, situate in Elm Street," for $200, 
conditioned for repayment by her or her son Joseph Hood within a year (ED 168:310). 
Mr. Mason resided in an elegant brick mansion on Vine Street (now Charter Street); it 
was removed years ago to make a parking lot. 

In 1800, Mrs. Sarah Hood resided alone in her unit of the house, perhaps with James 
Strong and family as tenant. (1800 census, p. 413; again, Sarah's surname is 
misspelled "Wood"). 

A "false war" with France lasted from 1798 to 1800, and then an undeclared war 
with Britain began. Merchant shipping faced new dangers from these enemies, 
but the Salem owners and masters aggressively expanded their trade to the 
farthest ports of the rich East. 
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Salem at the turn of the century was growing and thriving. The town's merchants 
were among the wealthiest in the country. In Samuel Mcintire, they had a local 
architect who could help them realize their desires for large and beautiful homes 
built and decorated in the Adam-esque style. This style (called "Federal" today) 
had been developed years before by the Adam brothers in England and featured 
fanlight doorways, palladian windows, elongated pilasters and columns, and large 
windows. It was introduced to New England by Charles Bulfinch upon his return 
from England in 1790. The State House in Boston was his first institutional 
composition; and soon Beacon Hill was being built up with handsome residences 
in the Bulfinch manner. 

Samuel Mcintire ( d. 1811) was quick to pick up on the style, and to adapt it to 
Salem's larger lots, as on Chestnut Street, Federal Street, and Washington Square, 
whose common had been filled in and cleaned up in the years 1802-4. Mcintire's 
first local composition, the Jerathmeel Peirce house (on Federal Street, near 
North), contrasts greatly with his Adamesque compositions of just a few years 
later. The interiors of this Adam style differed from the "Georgian" and Post­
Colonial by eschewing walls of wood paneling in favor of plastered expanses 
painted in bright colors or, more commonly, covered in bold wallpapers. In 
vernacular (less high-style) houses, the "wallpaper" effect was achieved by painted 
walls with an overlay of stenciled designs. The Adam style put a premium on 
handsome casings and carvings of central interior features such door-caps and 
chimney-pieces (Mcintire's specialty). On the exterior, the Adam style included 
elegant fences and houses that were often built of brick, and, sometimes, attenuated 
porticoes and, in the high style, string courses, swagged panels, and even two-story 
pilasters. 

Salem's foreign commerce was booming in the first decade of the nineteenth 
century, as was the commerce of Newburyport and even Marblehead. Salem 
vessels sailed to the Caribbean and Europe-including Russia--as before, but 
were opening trade to the East as well, sailing to the far side of the globe to trade 
with the merchants of the Spice Islands, India, and Malaya. Salem cargoes were 
exceedingly valuable. 

None of this had much meaning for Mrs. Hood, who, it seems, was becoming erratic. 
On 27 October 1802 intentions of marriage were filed in Salem between Sarah Hood, 
widow, and Israel Eaton of Marblehead, but the marriage was "forbidden." Israel 
Eaton was a widower, the tinman of Mugford Street. In Salem records, a 16 July 1807 
wedding was listed for Mrs. Sarah Hood and John Jacobs. This wedding was banned 
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as well, perhaps by her brother Jonathan Ingersoll. Joseph Hood, her son, evidently 
died between 1796 and 1808. Her friend, Capt. Thomas Mason, died in 1808. 

By 1808 Mrs. Sarah Ingersoll Hood had become deranged. In July, 1808, Mrs. Hood, 
non compos mentis, was place under the guardianship of her brother, Capt. Jonathan 
Ingersoll, then of Danvers, who posted bond with Jonathan Hodges and Nathaniel 
Bowditch, the navigator. Capt. Ingersoll presented a guardian's inventory on 12 
October 1809. In it, the homestead was valued at $1,500 and was described as "a 
dwelling house, with the land under & adjoining, situate in Elm Street in said Salem; 
bounded southerly on land of William Ramsdale, easterly on land of said Ramsdale 
and Archer, and Peele, northerly on land of Mrs. Murphy, and westerly on said Elm 
Street." Her personal effects consisted of a mahogany case of drawers, a mahogany 
desk, a table, a pine table, six birch chairs, a bedstead, bed, and bedding, a large Bible, 
a pair of dog irons, shovel and tongs, easy chair, and looking glass (#13790). Her 
debts consisted of $284 on the Mason mortgage and interest, $145.29 to Dr. Edward 
A. Holyoke, $366.60 to her brother Jonathan Ingersoll (account from 1802 to 1809), 
and other bills valued at $100. 

In December, 1809, for $800 bid at public auction, Jonathan Ingersoll, Esq., of 
Danvers, purchased his sister's house and land, subject to the lifetime "use and 
improvement" of Mrs. Sarah Hood. (ED 189:67-8). His nephew, Nathaniel Bowditch, 
served as the "straw" in this conveyance. 

Salem's economic boom had come to an end with crash, when, in January, 1808, 
Pres. Jefferson and the Congress imposed an embargo on all American shipping 
in hopes of forestalling war. The Embargo proved futile and nearly ruinous in 
Salem, whose commerce ceased. As a hotbed of Democratic-Republicanism, the 
seafarers of the Derby Street area, led by the Crowninshield family, loyally 
supported the Embargo until it was lifted in spring, 1809. Salem, out of patience 
with Jefferson, furiously resumed its seafaring commerce, but still the British 
preyed on American shipping, Salem's included; and in June, 1812, war was 
declared against Britain. 

Most of the New England towns opposed the war as being potentially ruinous 
and for the benefit only of the western war-hawk states. Not Salem and 
Marblehead, which went to war eagerly. Forty privateers were immediately 
fitted out in Salem, manned by Marblehead and Salem crews, who also served on 
U.S. Navy vessels, including the Constitution. In addition, Salem fielded 
companies of infantry and artillery. 
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Salem and Marblehead privateers were largely successful in making prizes of 
British supply vessels. While many of the town's men were wounded in 
engagements, and some were killed, the adventure and possible riches of 
privateering kept the men returning to sea as often as possible. The first prizes 
were captured by a 30-ton converted fishing schooner, the Fame, and by a 14-ton 
luxury yacht fitted with one gun, the Jefferson. Of all Salem privateers, the 
Crowninshields' 350-ton ship America was the most successful. She captured 
30-plus prizes worth more than $1,100,000. 

Salem, fearing attack from the British warships that cruised these waters, and 
erected forts and batteries on the Neck. In June, 1813, off Marblehead Neck, the 
British frigate Shannon defeated the U.S. Navy frigate Chesapeake, Capt. James 
Lawrence. Almost a year later, in April, 1814, the people of Salem gathered 
along the shores of the Neck as three sails appeared on the horizon and came 
sailing on for Salem Bay. These vessels proved to be the mighty Constitution in 
the lead, pursued by the smaller British frigates Tenedos and Endymion. The 
breeze was light, and the British vessels gained, but Old Ironsides made it safely 
into Marblehead Harbor, to the cheers of thousands. 

On land, the war went poorly for the United States, as the British captured 
Washington, DC, and burned the Capitol and the White House. Along the western 
frontier, U.S. forces were successful against the weak English forces; and, as 
predicted by many, the western expansionists had their day. At sea, as time wore 
on, Salem's vessels often were captured, and its men captured or killed. After 
almost three years, the war was bleeding the town dry, and the menfolk were 
disappearing. Hundreds of Salem men and boys were imprisoned in British prison­
ships and at Dartmoor Prison in England. 

At last, in February, 1815, peace was restored. 

Mrs. Sarah Ingersoll Hood would live on here in the house, probably attended by a 
nurse, until her death in 1816, aged 76 years, having survived her husband Joseph 
Hood by 47 years. 

Jonathan Ingersoll Esq. was the owner of the house and land here outright as of 1816. 
He was also guardian of the children of Susannah (Mason) Saunders of Salem, by 
name Delia, Lydia, and Susan Saunders, who had been assigned the Hood mortgage 
by the executors of the will of their uncle Thomas Mason (ED 192:246). In 1820, 
evidently, this house was occupied by Miss Delia Saunders and one of her sisters 
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(both over 45) (see 1820 census, p. 29). By 1828 the Misses Saunders had become the 
owners of the house and land. 

Post-war, the Salem merchants rebuilt their fleets and resumed their worldwide 
trade, to great effect. A new custom house was built in 1819, at the head of Derby 
Wharf. Through the 1820s the foreign trade continued prosperous; and a new trade 
was opened in 1821 with Madagascar, which supplied Salem with tallow; and it 
was subsumed by trade with Zanzibar, which began in 1825. Gum copal, used to 
make varnish, was the staple commodity. In 1831 Capt. John Bertram of Salem, 
sailing for N.L. Rogers & Co., purchased the sultan's huge shipment as it was 
going to India (to be cleaned) and instead brought it to Salem. This opened a huge 
and lucrative trade in which Salem dominated, and its vessels thus gained access to 
all of the east African ports. From 1827 to 1870, there were 189 arrivals in Salem 
from Zanzibar, carrying ivory, gum copal, and coffee. 

The Zanzibar trade notwithstanding, Salem's general maritime foreign commerce 
fell off sharply in the late 1820s and drastically in 183 0. Merchants had to move 
quickly to shift their investments out of wharves and warehouses and ships and 
into manufacturing and transportation. Some did not, and were ruined. Many of 
Salem's prominent younger men moved to Boston in the 1820s. The advent of 
railroads and canals in the 183 Os diverted both capital and trade away from the 
coast. American goods were now being produced at a level where imports from 
overseas were not so much needed as in the past. The interior of the country was 
being opened for settlement, and people moved west, including some from Salem, 
so the economic attention of the merchants turned westward with them. This trend 
increased with the discovery of gold in California in 1849 

In 183 0 occurred a horrifying crime that disgraced several families in the town, 
and led many others to move away. Old Capt. Joseph White, a wealthy merchant, 
widowed and without children, resided in the house now called the Gardner­
Pingree house, on Essex Street. One night, intruders broke into his mansion and 
stabbed him to death. All of Salem buzzed with the news that thugs had murdered 
Capt. White. Soon enough, it became evident that the killers were Crowninshields 
and Knapps, members of Salem's elite class and relatives of the victim. The 
Knapps resided nearby on Essex Street, near Orange. The results of the 
investigation and trial were very damaging to Salem, and several more respectable 
families moved away. 

Despite these setbacks, Salem was chartered as a city in 1836. City Hall was built 
183 7-8 and the city seal was adopted with an already-anachronistic Latin motto of 
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"to the farthest port of the rich East"-a far cry from "Go West, young man!" The 
Panic of 183 7, a brief, sharp, nationwide economic depression, caused even more 
Salem families to head west in search of fortune and a better future. Salem had not 
prepared for the industrial age, and had few natural advantages. The large-scale 
factory towns of Lowell, Lawrence, and Haverhill, had the powerful waters of the 
Merrimack to drive the machinery of their huge textile factories, but Salem had no 
such river, and could not compete in textiles. The steep upper part of the North 
River had long been dammed for grist-mills and saw-mills; although factories had 
been set up in South Danvers (now Peabody), Salem's part of the North River 
served mainly to flush the waste from the many tanneries (23 by 1832) that had set 
up along its banks. Throughout the 1830s, the leaders of Salem scrambled to re­
invent an economy for their fellow citizens, many of whom were still mariners, but 
without much sea-faring to do. Ingenuity, ambition, and hard work would have to 
carry the day. 

On 3 November 1828 Joseph Pulsifer, a house painter, paid $800 and became the 
new owner of the homestead (ED 251: 118). He and his family moved right in, and 
would stay for 11 years. Joseph Pulsifer, of Ipswich, had married Susan Felt on 2 
November 1823, in Salem. She had grown up in a family of 12 children, all of 
whom survived infancy. Susan's brother, Jonathan Felt, 22, had died at sea in 
June, 1823, as had her brother Nathaniel Felt Jr. in 1815; and her father, Nathaniel 
Felt, died two weeks before her wedding, on Oct. 16, 1823. In 1837 (per the Salem 
Directory) Joseph Pulsifer (and family) resided at 3 Elm Street and was in business 
as David & Joseph Pulsifer, painters, working from 23 Front Street. David Pulsifer 
(Jr.) resided at 20 Lynde Street. 

On 7 August 1839 for $1375 Mr. Pulsifer sold the house and land to Mrs. Hannah 
M. Emerton, a widow (ED 314: 186). He moved to Lafayette Street. 

Mrs. Emerton owned the large brick building just north of this house, on the comer 
of Elm and Essex Streets, where her son James ran a drugstore. The Emertons 
rented out #3 Elm Street to tenants. In 1839 and 1840 it was occupied by a 
teamster, Rufus L. Gordon (per Salem valuation 1830 and Salem census 1840). In 
1842-1844 it was occupied by Daniel Marshall (per 1842 valuation), then by Mr. 
Marshall and David Dodge, then ( 1846) by David Dodge, a clerk at George 
Dodge's clothing and grocery store, 122 Derby Street (see 1846 Salem Directory). 

Salem was changing, intransition from its seafaring past into a future based on 
manufacturing. One inspiration was the Salem Laboratory Company, Salem's first 
manufacturing enterprise, founded in 1819 to produce chemicals. At the plant in 
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North Salem on the North River, the production of blue vitriol was a specialty; and 
it proved a very successful business. Salem's whale-fishery, active for many years 
in the early 1800s, led, in the 1830s, to the manufacturing ofhigh-quality candles 
at Stage Point, along with machine oils. The candles proved very popular. Lead­
manufacturing began in the 1820s, and grew large after 1830, when Wyman's 
gristmills on the Forest River were retooled for making high-quality white lead and 
sheet lead (the approach to Marblehead is still called Lead Mills Hill, although the 
empty mill buildings burned down in 1960s ). 

These enterprises in the 1830s were a start toward taking Salem in a new 
direction. In 1838 the Eastern Rail Road began operating between Boston and 
Salem, which gave the people of Salem and environs a very direct route to the 
region's largest market. The new railroad tracks ran right over the middle of the 
Mill Pond; the tunnel under Washington Street was built in 1839; and the line 
was extended to Newburyport in 1840. 

In the 1840s, new companies in new lines of business arose in Salem. The 
tanning and curing of leather was a very important industry by the mid-1800s. It 
was conducted on and near Boston Street, along the upper North River. There 
were 41 tanneries in 1844, and 85 in 1850, employing 550 hands. The leather 
business would continue to grow in importance throughout the 1800s. The lack 
of river power was solved by the invention of steam-driven engines, and in 184 7 
the Naumkeag Steam Cotton Company erected at Stage Point the largest factory 
building in the United States, 60' wide by 400' long. It was an immediate 
success, and hundreds of people found employment there, many of them living in 
industrial tenements built nearby. A second, larger, building would be added in 
1859, and a third in 1865. By 1880 the mills would employ 1200 people and 
produce annually 14, 700,000 yards of cloth. Also in the 1840s, a new method 
was introduced to make possible high-volume industrial shoe production. In 
Lynn, the factory system was perfected, and that city became the nation's leading 
shoe producer; but Salem built shoe factories too, and attracted shoe workers 
from outlying towns and country areas. By 1880 Salem would have 40 shoe 
factories employing 600-plus operatives. 

The symbol of Salem's new industrial economy was the large twin-towered 
granite train station, which stood on filled-in land at the foot of Washington 
Street, where before had been the merchants' wharves extending into salt water. 

In the face of all this change, some members of Salem's waning merchant class 
continued to pursue their sea-borne businesses; but even the conditions of 
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shipping changed, and Salem was left on the ebb tide. In the late 1840s, giant 
clipper ships replaced the smaller vessels that Salem men had sailed around the 
world; and the clippers, with their deep drafts and large holds, were usually too 
large for Salem and its harbor. The town's shipping soon consisted of little more 
than Zanzibar-trade vessels and visits from Down East coasters with cargoes of 
fuel wood and building timber. By 1850 Salem was about finished as a working 
port. 

Irish families were arriving in the city to work in its factories and mills. New 
housing was constructed in North Salem and the Gallows Hill areas to 
accommodate the workers. In some downtown areas, the residents remained 
primarily Yankee families, as here. In 1850 the house at 3 Elm Street was 
occupied as a two-family. Here lived, in one unit, James Felton, 60, a sail-maker, 
(second) wife Sally, 44, and daughter Sally Ann, 33, while in the other unit lived 
Mary Ring, 47, Harriet Ring, 44, and John Mottey, 78, a barber (per 1850 census, 
house 52). The 1850 Salem Directory adds that James Felton worked at a sail­
loft at 51 Water Street. Mary Ring was a tailoress, and Harriet a dressmaker; 
they were evidently daughters of Seth Ring and had grown up on Union Street. 
Mr. Mottey was a son of Capt. Joseph Mottey, who had once resided on Essex 
Street nearby. By 1855 Mr. Mottey and the Rings had moved to Charter Street. 

The 1851 atlas of Salem shows this house in footprint as nearly square, with a 
small ell projecting northerly from the northwest comer thereof; it may have been a 
shop, or a standard (outdoor staircase), and is also visible in later atlases. 

By 1860, the house was occupied by Stephen H. Roberts, 37, born in Maine, a 
teamster, and by Thomas D. Manning, 54, a laborer, and their families. The 
Mannings were Elizabeth, 51, Susan, 23, a tailoress, William, 19, a painter, and 
Joseph A., 17, a porter. The Roberts family were Lucy A., 28, Annie F., 9, also 
Leonard Townes, 17, a peddler, and Ann Townes, 53 (see 1860 census, house 
1442). 

The Civil War began in April, 1861, and went on for four years, during which 
hundreds of Salem men served in the army and navy, and many were killed or died 
of disease or abusive treatement while imprisoned. Hundreds more suffered 
wounds, or broken health. Mr. Roberts enlisted in the 22d Regiment, Mass. 
Volunteer Infantry, and was a sharpshooter in the Second Company (see Salem 
Directory, 1864); his family moved to Winter Street. The Mannings stayed here 
through 1864 at least, and by 1864 the Robertses' place was taken here by the 
family of James Needham, a cigar-maker, his wife Caroline F. Peirce Needham 

12 



including George P. Needham, a butcher, and James F. Needham, who was at war 
with Company G. of the First Heavy Artillery Regiment (see 1864 Salem 
Directory). The Needhams would reside here for another 25 years. 

The people of Salem contributed greatly to efforts to alleviate the suffering of the 
soldiers, sailors, and their families; and there was great celebration when the war 
finally ended in the spring of 1865. 

After the war, the house was occupied by the senior Needhams (1866) with 
boarders Charles H., clerk, George P., clerk at 1 & 2 Market House, and James F., 
clerk at 22 Central. Through the 1860s and 1870s, Salem continued to pursue a 
manufacturing course. The managers and capitalists tended to build their new, 
grand houses along Lafayette Street (these houses may still be seen, west of Roslyn 
Street). For the workers, they built more and more tenements near the mills of 
Stage Point. More factories and more people required more space for buildings, 
more roads, and more storage areas. After withstanding the pressures of the new 
industrial city for about 50 years, Salem's rivers began to disappear. The once­
broad North River was filled from both shores, and became a canal along Bridge 
Street above the North Bridge. The large and beautiful Mill Pond, which occupied 
the whole area between the present Jefferson Avenue, Canal Street, and Loring 
A venue, was buried here and there and finally vanished beneath streets, storage 
areas, junk-yards, rail-yards, and parking lots. The South River, too, with its 
epicenter at Central Street (that's why there was a Custom House built there in 
1805) disappeared under the pavement of Riley Plaza and New Derby Street, and 
its old wharves (even the mighty Union Wharf, formerly Long Wharf, at the foot 
of Union Street) were joined together with much in-fill and turned into coal-yards 
and lumber-yards. Only a canal was left, running in from Derby and Central 
Wharves to Lafayette Street and a little beyond. 

By 1874 James Needham had died but his widow Caroline resided here, and she 
and her sons stayed on well into the 1880s (e.g. 1881 Needhams here: Caroline, 
widow, Charles H, gasfitter, George P, clerk at 1 & 2 Market House); and by 1881 
the other unit of the house was the residence of William B. Holt, a brush maker, 
and John H. Holt, a baker. By 1884 (per Salem Directory) the heads of households 
here were Mrs. Caroline F. Needham and Mrs. Susan R. Ober. Mrs. Meedham and 
her sons Charles (a plumber) and George were still here by 1889 (see Salem 
Directory), along with Mrs. Lucy F. Skinner. 

By 1901, the residents here were Joseph G. Nutting (and wife Abbie and family) 
and Charles H. Chesley, an engineer at the Naumkeag Mills (Congress Street) and 
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family. In 1905 Arthur Feenan, agrocer, purchased the premises from the 
Emertons (ED 1797:56). He continued to rent it to the tenants. Mr. Nutting died 
by 1908, at which time the house was occupied (in one unit) by his widow Abbie 
and their daughter Rachel A. Nutting, a shoe stitcher, and son William, while the 
other unit was occupied by Mr. C.H. Chesley and family including son William F. 
Chesley, an agent (see Directory, 1908). The Chesleys and Nuttings were still here 
in 1914. 

Salem kept building infrastructure, and new businesses, and expansions of 
established businesses. Retail stores prospered, and machinists, carpenters, 
millwrights, and other specialists all thrived. In the late 1800s, French-Canadian 
families began coming to town to work in Salem's mills and factories, and more 
houses and tenements filled in what had been open areas of the city. They were 
followed in the early 20th century by large numbers of Polish and Ukrainian 
families, who settled primarily in the Derby Street neighborhood. By the eve of 
World War One, Salem was a bustling, polyglot city that supported large 
department stores and large factories of every description. Its politics were lively, 
and its economy was strong. 

On June 25, 1914, in the morning, in Blubber Hollow (Boston Street opposite 
Federal), a fire started in one of Salem's fire-prone wooden tanneries. This fire 
soon consumed the building and raced out of control, for the west wind was high 
and the season had been dry. The next building caught fire, and the next, and out 
of Blubber Hollow the fire roared easterly, a monstrous front of flame and smoke, 
wiping out the houses of Boston Street, Essex Street, and upper Broad Street, and 
then sweeping through Hathorne, Winthrop, Endicott, and other residential streets. 
Men and machines could not stop it: the enormous fire crossed over into South 
Salem and destroyed the neighborhoods west of Lafayette Street, then devoured 
the mansions of Lafayette Street itself, and raged onward into the tenement district. 
Despite the combined efforts of heroic fire crews from many towns and cities, the 
fire overwhelmed everything in its path: it smashed into the large factory buildings 
of the Naumkeag Steam Cotton Company (Congress Street), which exploded in an 
inferno; and it rolled down Lafayette Street and across the water to Derby Street. 
There, just beyond Union Street, after a 13-hour rampage, the monster died, having 
consumed 250 acres, 1600 houses, and 41 factories, and leaving three dead and 
thousannds homeless. me people had insurance, some did not; all received much 
support and generous donations from all over the country and the world. It was 
one of the greatest urban disasters in the history of the United States, and the 
people of Salem would take years to recover from it. Eventually, they did, and 
many of the former houses and businesses were rebuilt. 
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In the wake of the fire, Salem undertook several urban-renewal projects, some 
intended to minimize the chance of another bad fire, especially in a residential 
area. It was decided that Elm Street, and Walnut Street, just to the east, were too 
narrow and had too many closely packed wooden houses; the houses were to be 
removed and the streets widened with a mall running between them. The result 
was to be a called Hawthorne Boulevard. Three Elm Street was among the houses 
that were slated for removal. 

William G. Edwards rescued this house from oblivion. By the summer of 1916, 
most of the houses on Elm Street were vacant, and Mr. Edwards, a building-mover, 
began petitioning the City Council for permission to move certain houses to other 
sites. In October, he was given permission to move 9 Elm Street to the waterfront 
to be barged away (evidently to Manchester). In November, he was given 
permission to move 3 Elm Street to tidewater near the Congress Street Bridge, 
evidently to be floated away with #9. He was also permitted to move #5 Elm to 
Herbert Street. 

In October, 1916, the owner, Mr. Feenan, sold the premises to Essex County (ED 
2346:481). 

The house at #9 Elm was barged off to Manchester, per the caption on a photo at the 
J.D. Phillips Library, Peabody-Essex Museum. #3 Elm missed the boat, and instead 
was left on the lot at 231 Derby Street (by the 1916 numbering), where Anna Rock's 
stables had stood before the 1914 fire (p. 407, 1916 City Council records). The house 
remained at 231 Derby Street for some months; and then, in August, 1917, Mr. 
Edwards was permitted to move the building from 231 Derby Street to 43 Union 
Street (p. 251, 1917 City Council Records). The Rocks owned a lot, 43 Union Street, 
where they had built a three-story tenement. That building had been destroyed in the 
1914 fire, and the lot was vacant. Earlier, the empty lot had belonged to Jacob 
Crowninshield in the early 1800s, and then to his children. In the 1700s, it was part of 
the Derby family holdings, and was a portion of the yard belonging to the house of 
Richard Derby Jr., a prominent merchant (the Richard Derby Jr. house stood on Union 
Street, north of this lot; it was removed and replaced by 1914). 

In its new site, beginning in 1917, the house was occupied by John Filip, wife 
Alice, and whatever family they may have had. Mr. Filip was employed at "The 
Shoe" in Beverly-United Shoe Machinery Co. (see 1918 Directory). 
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By the 1920s, Salem was once again a thriving city; and its tercentenary in 1926 
was a time of great celebration. From that time forward, Salem boomed right 
through to the 1960s, but the arrival of suburban shopping malls and the relocation 
of manufacturing businesses took their toll, as they have with many other cities. 
More than most, Salem has navigated its way forward into the present with 
success, trading on its share of fame arising from the commercialization of the 
witchcraft delusion, but also from its great history as an unrivalled seaport and as 
the home of Hawthorne and Mcintire. Most of all, it remains a city where the 
homes of the old-time merchants, mariners, hatters, and mill-operatives are all 
honored as a large part of what makes Salem different from any other place. 

--Robert Booth for Historic Salem Inc., 26 July 2001 
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itics arc compelled to lrnxe real city plans made arn1 officially 
ado1ded thnt irill snpersel1e the haplrnznn1 anc1 frightfully 
\\·n,,tl'ful prc~cut 111l'tlwd of ldti11g 1 IH• vit,\· g1«111· ··1>:,· lH';.dcd . 

no irell-ordercd community c1ercloprnent irill occur. 
l'xnrm TUE l'HESEXT SrnTEC-£, Salem irill continue to dril't 

along, making costly mistakes 1]illi.cult to remedy; needles~ 
expenses for ill-considered local "irnpron•mcnts'' will con­
timtc; irhile great opportunities for dcrclopmcnt that i\·oul1\ 
produce permanent city hettenncuts and highly profitable bx 

returns will be neglected. 
To illustrate, cite the failure ol' Salem to n1lopt u uild ing 

lines on all streets. particularly on principal thorofares as 
Es~cx, \Yashington and Hri1lge Street::. ::\ew 1milc1ings are 
eredcc1 011 olc1 huih1ing lines, prerenting future iric1enings 
n111l making trnrlie congestion penuanenL il·ith tlw nltimnJe 
n·~ult ol' limiting commercial progrci's awl pre\·euting nor­
nrn l iul'l'ense in n·alty n1luatio11s; our strecis-the arteries 
nn \\·hirh the pro:-;pcrity auc1 wry lil'c-hloo11 ol' our ciYic ex­
iskw.:c depends-are becoming os;;:ilied as jll'l'lll:lllent struc­
tures go l1[l idth eYer-ksse11i11g hope o[ n1kqunte cure. Other 
~triki 11µ- ernmplrs are failure to adopt a pcrmnu1•11t policy anc1 
pln11 for fnture dar'lo111nc11t o/ 111'1/' dreef., 1ulll s11litlici.,ions, 

n111l nHer nep:kd ol' Salclll·s s11i«111Tirl /11d de1·lf!Jl'rl 11'1/lcr-

i )'I) II I . 
. \l'\itJil tJ\t tl1c>'1' anti 111;111y si111il11r 111;llt1·r..: \1;1 . ..: lH'1'1t lll',U:t'<l. 

i11 our 11rc,·io11..: H1•JH>1·t..:. n•t hHh.1· ~nl1•111 .i11.u:..: a\"11g ..:creuely 
in 0\1\ indli1·i1•1ii· rut . ..:. nln10..:t tntn\h· iµ:11 .. ri11.'..!· 11\(• 1\IW most 
p•il1·11t 111dlio11 ,,i· n•hnl1ilitnli11g tlll' 1·i1.'· li11;11H·i;i!\.'·· phy­
..:i1·n\h· n11t! . ..:rn·inll.1·-11n11H'ly 111011'-rit 1·ity 1.\;\lllli11.'..!· 1-ctrri1•11 out 

i11 it~ fol\1_•st sc11..:1". 
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HAWTHORNE PLACE. DECEMBER 1916. 

11.\ \\'Tl I• t1:>:1·: I 'l.\1 ·1.;. ~I.\ ::1 'fl ~11. 1 !11 ! . 

l·:J ti! : It I I \ \. \ : Ill 1 l ~ 11·1 ., • t ~; l ~ ! !\\' ' .. , ! !· '! ! ! ! i1 \\ I 11 I' '!''' ! . :t · .... 
;111d l~ :1 ~1·1·ti1111 nf tlit' :--.:h1)r" n• 1itk•\-arti. 







94 THE SALEM FIRE 

A man whose home burned went to 
a friend's after midnight to sleep. Tired 
011t, he threw himself down on a mattress on 
the floor and slept till morning. When 'he 
got up he picked up the only bundle he had 
brought away and said, "Well, I saved some­
thing anyway." Opening it he took out an 
·Jld worn out pair of shoes and two suits of 
old under clothes he had done up to throw 
away. 

An Italian rushed into his blazing home on 
Endicott street determined to save some­
thing, although it was dangerous at the time 
to go in. A few seconds later he came out 
bringing a water melon. 

A Salem fireman seeing a woman go into 
her house after it started to burn, evidently 
to get a few of her most valuable belongings, 
made up his mind he would go in soon and 
get her if she did not come out. He had 
about made up his mind to go in a:id get her, 
when she came out, looking quite satisfied. 
Under her arm she had a pillow and in her 
other hand a gallon oil c.an. 

A former city father arrived at his home 
just as it was burning. Taking from the wall 
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Tel.(978)744-2003 ' . 

6 Park Stf!tJJ 
Salem,Mass. 
Nay 13,2002 

Dear John; 

In line with the data I sent you recently on 

231 Derby St.-43 Union St., I am now enclosing fur-

ther data on some of the people connected with this trans -

action. THOMAS ROCK (1837-1916 ), owner of the sites (who 

later lived ~n the historic Richard Derby House, at 27# 

Herbe r t St. ) , was born in Ireland, as was his wife, AN-

NIE ( ANNA ) ( BYRNE ) ROCK ( 1842-1919 ) . Rock had been a 

butcher in the Salem Town Hall area, before moving 

more formally into the "provisions" business, and · Anna 

Rock took over ownership of the properties involved be-

fore 1897. 

THOMAS Mc COARD (1825-1888 ) was born in Scot-

land, and DAVID PINGREE (1795-1863 ) , of that chronology, 

.· was most likely the man involved in the land purchase 
... 

from ABIGAIL B. PERKINS in 1856, and THOMAS McCOARD in 

1858 , and from WILLIAM E. PERKINS in 1861 , although it 

is possible that the DAVID PINGREE ( 1841- 1933 ) could 

have been involved in the transactions , although he 

would only have been 15 in the Ist sale, and only 17 

and 20 , respectively , in the 3.Jt:"d and 4th land sales. 

JOHN ELIOT THAYER (1862-1933 ) , a trustee on 

the David Pingree estate sale in 1856 , was a writer 

and historian, born in Boston and died in Lancaster , 

Nassachusetts. 



Tel.(978)744-2003 

Dear John; 

6 Parl< St. , 
Salem,Mass. 
Apr.28,2002 

Over many years, I have passed the home at 43 

Union St. and had long heard that it was moved to the 

spot from another place. (Three other houses on the 

lower part of upper Union St. were also MOVED HERE 

in the 1916-1918 era; two of these are gone, plus an 

older house that was there originally, standing south 

of the Immaculate Conception rectory.) Lool< at 43' s 

foundation: neat-cut stone blocks, too even to have 

been there in an earlier day. 

The 1914 Salem Fire burned out this whole 

sector. The irony of all this is that the SAME FAMILY 

which owned THE HOUSE WHICH WAS MOVED, ALSO OWNED THE 

HOUSE'SITE, on UNION St., TO WHERE IT WAS MOVED. The 

Historic Salem,Inc., sign on 43# is therefore totally 

erroneous, based on faulty research. JOSEPH HOOD, the 

structure's purported builder, is ironically, by his 

marriage to SARAH INGERSOLL, distantly part of a scandal 

which I have yet to unravel. 

Perhaps you have already heard the 'opposing 

view' in the original 43 Union St. research. If not, 

you will now receive it in the following material. 

Edward w. Carberg. 
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John, I begin my research on the 43 Union St. property with the 

PINGREE ownership of the 1850s. I KNOW the house goes back on 

the south side of DERBY ST. to a much earlier time. Please pass 

my data along to the house's new owner; I hope it will encourage 

him to do more research on the property and encourage him or her 

to also replace the erroneous marker now affixed to the house. 

I - First Sale (In MY schedule) - DAVID PINGREE (1841-1932)(?) bought 

land from Abigail B. Perkins ( ) on the south side of Derby 

St. in 1856 (Book 554, Leaf 46), Essex County Registry of Deeds 

II - ASA PINGREE (1807-1869) bought property on the south side of Derby St. 

, i.e., "Land, Wharf., Dock, and Buildings" for $1440.00 from .GEfRGE ' J. . b •\(\,' . - . - '/ ... u. pc-·1 c. r-c l:i)b 

PEABODY (1805-1892) of Salem, John Eliot Thayer ( ) of Boston, 

in the County of Suffolk, and/,?\JOSEPH GRINNELL (1788-1885) of New Bed-
l (U.S.Representative) 

ford, in the County of Bristol. These men were trustees of David Pin-

(SEE ENCLOSED DeED) 
gree's estate, in 1856 (Boole 538, Leaf 25), Essex County Registry of Deeds 

III - DAVID PINGREE bought land on Derby St. (across from the old 

Charter St. entrance) from THOMAS McCOARD (1825-1888) for $318.75 . 

(Book 570, Leam11;12)Essex County Registry of Deeds (in 1858; SEE ENCLOSED 

DEED) Mrs.JOANNE McCOARD gave up her right "of Homestead and Dower" in 
~(1833-1873) this property. 

IV - DAVID PINGREE bought the same general property layout from 

William E. Perkins (1818-
fmerson 

) of Beverly for$45).70 (Book 629, Leaf 

110), in 1861 I Essex County Registry of Deeds (SEE ENCLOSED DEED) 

(Carberg Comments: Even if some of the above is erroneous-which is 

quite doubtful, the only sale change into the 1860s was the elimi-

nation of the word "Wharf" after the SECOND listed sale- the 1851 

.Map, and the. 1874, .1897, and.1911 Salem ~tlases are not reliable 

as to the placing of buildings on the south side of Derby St., from 

the land opposite the old Charter St. entrance to the west corner 
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of the current Hawthorne Boulevard (then opposite Elm St.). The land 

purchases of THOMAS ROCK -nib> put this land at 151 Derby St., 

later to be renumbered 231 Derby St.) 

V - Joshua Cleaves had a mortgage on William E. Perkins' property in 

1859 (Book 597, Leaf 9), Essex County Regustry of Deeds 

VI - Joshua Cleaves sold the land to Patrick Clark on June 9,1864 (Book 

669, P.263; "a store on Derby St."was mentioned, as part of the proper-

ty) , Essex County Registry of Deeds 

VII - Patrick Clark sold the Derby St. property to THOMAS ROCK, consis-

ting of "wharf and dock, with the buildings thereon", for $800.00, on 

Dec.12,1864 (Book 677, Leaf 257), Essex County Registry of Deeds 

THOMAS ROCK was listed as a butcher , 1872, ; his first appearance by 
1876,etc.Directories 

street in the 1881 Salem Directory listed him as a seller of "provisions" 

; he had stalls 1-4 , in the Salem Marketplace. 

In 1895, the street number changed from 151 Derby St. to 231 
Derby' 
St.~oving for a while to UNION ST., an 1860 photo, looking towards Derby 

s 
St. shows a 11 Georgian 11 -era house (with gambrel roof), approx. at 37 Union 

St., with a tall, pitched-roof house at lf3/union St., below it. This 
1t-7 

latter structure was Georgian in age, and
0

there WERE NO HOUSES between 

it and the gambrel-roofed one which preceded it. 

The 1873 photo from the Peabody/Essex Museum Library Photo 

Collection shows a tall, Eclectic Victorian house (still standing) in 

the gambrel-roofed house's place, with the same pitched-roofed Georgian 

house standing below it, near the Derby St. corner. The last of these 

three photo-xeroxes (enclosed) shows the corner Georgian house, as seen 

from the southern part of Union St., looking north across Derby St., 
212 

To the large Georgian' s front right, at ,Jl'Derby St., stood a two-story 

Georgian-era (prob.built c. the Revolutionary War ) store at this lo-

cation. 
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NOWHERE is the ''Joseph Hood House" to be seen in these photos. Ironical-

ly, however (as noted in the beginning of this report) , Thomas Rock 

bought land on Union St. from Thomas Fallon for $725.001 en Nov.28,1871 

(Book 841, Leaf 48), Essex County Registry of Deeds. 

What I have found on the Joseph Hood House is confusing and myste-

rious. The Essex Institute Collections' List of houses built before the 

Revolutionary War mentions that he, as a hatter, built a factory in Sa-

lem on "Laughter's (or Laughter's) Lane"in 1769. I thought this meant 

UNION St., but the 1780 Salem Map notes that "Laughter's Lane" was then 
' or "Lowder's" 

ELM St., or the current west side of Hawthorne Boulevard. I found a 

JOSEPH HOOD who was born in Salem in 1740, but no marriage to SARAH 

tINGERSOLL was recorded· But a marriage of JOSEPH HOOD (1751-1817), 
~ 1740-1816) 

a "HATTER'', to Susanna Hood was mentioned in The Driver Genealogy, 

and also the fact that she later married a Thomas Webb as his second 

wife. 

Marblehead Marriages (1849) note that the marriage of Mrs. 

SARAH (INGERSOLL) HOOD to ISR.AEL EATON (1. 745 - 1807) iri 1802 "was 

forbidden''· Eaton had been married twice previous, but the circurn-

stances which stopped his third marriage to Sarah Hood remain unknown; 

she died, "of old age", on 

ANNA ROCK ( 
r:• 

-l9Jo ):, 

Dec.12 

Thomas's 

16 
(He tried to marry twice 

,l8 · afterward, in 1803, to 
Boston women.) 

W\J:JCW' , was listed as 

owner of the properties at 43 Union St. and 231 (etc.) Derby st. 
4 en-the /Yi? A7[/\S AS \\tt:ze_ 

on the .. J911 Salem Atlas. The June 25,1914 Salem Fire burned a good 

portion of upper (above Derby St.) Union St. to the ground, and, af­

the 1914 S~lem Directory, no 43 Union St. is listed until 1918. An 

old Peabody/Essex "Fire Collection:..._photo seems to show a surviving 

gambrel-roofed house still standing in the current "PicJ<:ering Wharf" 

area of Derby St., amidst the ruins around it. (What a miracle!) The 

Salem Ci t_y_g_~cords' booJ<: notes that, the Salem City Council, for 

Aug.23rd,1917, granted the proposal for moving 231 Derby St. to 
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43 Union St., and, indeed, a 43 Union St. is finally listed again in 

the 1918 Salem Directory, with a Polish couple, the Filips, living in 

it. So, whatever THIS house's original history was, or WHAT it should 

be called for a name, it was built ON DERBY ST., NOT UNION ST. The 

old photos of Union St., the City Directories, and the Salem City 

Records don't lie. 
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Tel.(978) 744-2003 

Dear John; 

-1- 6 Park St., 
Salem,Mass. 
May 22,2002 

A glaring error or mistake was passed to you in the last letter, 

which I did not catch until it was sent. The mistake involved one of the 

trustees of the DAVID PINGREE estate on Derby St., selling land to ASA 

PINGREE (1807-1869) in 1856. The Boston merchant involved in the sale 

was JOHN ELIOT.THAYER (1803-1857), NOT JOHN ELIOT THAYER (1862-1933), 

a naturalist, as I later realized would have been impossible. 

What a battle to find the FIRST JOHN ELIOT THAYER, John! The 

Thayer genealogies in the Peabody/Essex Museum Library mainly operate 

WITHOUT INDEXES, so finding the old merchant was not easy. Thanks to 
an 

my looking intofart book of Massachusetts (paintings in this state 

in the 1930s), I found a reference to JOHN ELIOT THAYER ( 1803-1857), 

the Boston merchant, his painting 

~V@ry 
said to hav 

e probab1 .y 



-2-

been painted by Salem artist James Frothingham, and was, in 1935, in the 

possession of Mrs.John E. Thayer of Lancaster,Mass. 

JOHN ELIOT THAYER (1862-1933), earlier mentioned, wa~ not the 

SON of this John Eliot Thayer, as HIS father was Nathaniel Thayer; the 

merchant involved in the 1856 Derby St. land sale was probably an uncle or 

a cousin. 

Carberg. 


