~ info@historicsalem.org

From; Stanley Szwartz [szwartz@comcast.net]

Sent: Thursday, October 13, 2016 7:00 PM

To: info@bhistoricsalem.org

Subject: The Boys & Girls Club of Salem - HSI Plague located at 175 Essex Street Downing Block

Attachments: First Twelve Years Salem Fraternity.pdf
Dick:

As promised, please find the research attached to document the HSI plaque that marks the
location of the first Boys & Girls Club here in Salem.

This note is from Joanne Scott:

Just to save some time, our original location as the Salem Fraternity is in the book, "The First
Twelve Years of the Salem Fraternity: 1869-1881, published in 1881", which states on page 5,
"The experiment fairly began on the 21st of April, 1869, on which evening the western range of
rooms on the second floor of Downing Block, 175 Essex Street, was opened for the purpose
from front to rear.” This book is fascinating, at least to me (!) because it is so beautifully written
and rich with information. | am attaching the whole book for your reading pleasure!

The Salem Fraternity, with several other youth organizations met in Connecticut as described
below, forming the Boys Clubs of America. So the Salem Fraternity is one in the same as
Boys & Girls Club of Greater Salem and in fact our founding organization.

Joanne

10/14/2016
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A persox passing along Essex Street; Silém, o
E:3 pleasant evemng in ahtumn or wmter, be ween

t&nong is made up largeTy,,k ; 58, OF3 youn,,
persons of both sexes; from' “twelve or fourteen
years of sage to those of t:mee Bs many yeéais.
Most. of then, he woiild: ‘s n’
ness. They amuse. theins:
are not in all- -cases
" fiee tongue some toss” baék a
choicest : if harmless or""
also- conise, rude and
deportment correépondmg to ‘that of spe
vails :
W‘e descnbe thmg ag
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plices and-the retreats of the dissolute and: crimi-
nzl.

How to -reach this class of young people with
some ' wholésome attraction which would employ
théif &venings better, and save themfrom the expos-
dres of the saloon and of the street, was a ques-
tion which, ten or twelve years ago, had often pressed
itself on the attention of the dwellers slong this
chitef’ thoronghfare of the city, and of others not
indifferent 6 the good morals of the town, and of
its social welfare.

In October, 1868, some gentlemen of Salem being
in- the city of New York heard there from s cifizen
of Providence, R. L, an interesting account of the
“Union for Christian work,” then in successfal
operation in that city. Soon after, a Salem gentle-
man visited the rooms of that institution in Provi.

dence and observed. its methods with reference to,

trying a similar experiment in his own city.

On the 7th of February, 1869, Mi. Alfred Stone
of Providence, formerly o resident of Salem, by
invitation addressed a meeting at the East Church,

explaining the working of the Providence Union.

The next evening a.few persons came together in
the parlor of Benjamin H. Silshee, Esq., to confer
upon the matter further. Other meetings followed
at the same place, and resulted in the formation of
the Salem Fraternity, under a constitution which
states the purpose of the organization to be “to
provide evening instruction and amusement” for
such of our population as “* being confined to their

5

work during the day need reoréation at the close of
Tieir labors.” . N
t'h The experiment faitly bega on ihe ZIQSthf.APT.ﬂS’_.
69, on which evening-the western range-o! 0 ‘
iiei?l::eosecohd floor o??D‘cjwmng‘?sBTec’;fk; 17 B ‘ie;:’ W}L
strest, was opened for . the “purpose from’ ffe nt 16
rear. The place was well chosen: 'cehti"zrl‘,»gecg{ i
ble, attractive in its principsl rooms, *whll‘the
thoroughfare of the Essex street prOHieng:‘”?t‘exﬁ led
directly past its door. The front and main feom.
was assigned fo amusements. La’rge; well-w
and lighted, the walls hung with: mgqy' plcture‘sxt
was suitably furnished with-tables and:chairsjggg}; 8
considerable variety of games. The rooms desxg-
nated as Amusement, Reading, School, an‘d; Woxk
Room, on the sccompanying plan were those ﬁrsg
opened. ’ . , o
It has been called an expériment; 'Aand,; it
that. It was to enter into™ competition with
street, and with other places offering faz?m' ments
and entertainments less safe;-if posdible; to o
made attractive enough-to draw visitors. ‘ftqg:{ th i
If visitors should come, it was to be seen who

- wotld be, as to age, sex and tastes. Then would

have to be considered what could be done fbt‘ﬂ’x:eiii".;
‘what to ensure their coming again; what tobexieﬁﬁ
tHem when there. It seems now most fortat ; £
wé may bot say most wise, that those ch;eﬂy'm

ested and active in the business lookedvv?p‘»pp.

gn experiment ; a problem to be ~wor1§§'dj;‘-0\:1§-'za,x .
conditions of it shonld present themiselves from diy




G o e S

o 10

stacs

- { R R, Lt o P
o e i e

vt
i,

gty

o

s
e

e

BV 2

Ay . ’I?!iéys Enew:the end they wanted to reach,
‘were weﬂded to ho preconceived and defi-
lansy on the success of which the result of the
wan stgked. They were willing to learn =s
ﬂl wentalong. .

én u-e',hamxony Tt musﬁ not be sectarian. As a
i ystokeep cléar-of that danger, it was-agréed
thi fo the time at'Teast, wo wotk distinetly and in
nariie religions shiould be. undertaken. The good
done by Cluistian churches was fully recognized.
Méstof those cobperating in the Fraternity’s work
beionge‘ [ o- such-organizations ; but - ‘theysaw bere
something’ to be done, which: is commonly left ouit-
side: of chureh-work; though comtemplated as need-
ful and b be- encouraged, by all church people.
Assufning-that in chutches, Sunday schools, mission
schools, aiid Whatever oflier agencies -each -chuarch
prefers-to work with as its ‘instruments, religious
enifls:would be.cared for, this orgaiization started 'to
do-what- the .charélies had not-then, at least, much
tried todo; name]y',@ provide for that natural and

healthifill appetite for amusement; which exists in-

all young people ;- to provide for it in sueh places
and witer emeh citcumstances as would protect
those wliose éase was to be considered from niany
evil.ibfivences, which too often lurk along the paths
of ‘the young and unsuspecting. They hoped;
besides; tlist-some teaching might soon be attempted
under such-conditions as to make it attractive and
helpful to the-minds of their visitors; and that in

- Tibrarians, teachers, and superintendents of

txme their manners:.and
lngher,and hea.lthler toxre. j

tion er gmd:mce, it was beheved wmﬂd’ %e;
of throwing around those, who'shotld freque
apartments, an -atmosphere- of light, co
Kindness. 1t was certain £hat evenings pas
the company of intelligent; cheerful, courte
pebpl’e, ready to conirerse with their gﬁe’st"ﬁ

force of interested and undxscouragea’ble Iadms%md'-*
geintlemen must be had; to be divided into committs
tees for every evening.in the week, Sundays: exeepf-
ed, who should be the regular hosts, entertainers;

Tooms. Here, it was foreseen, was where the striin
would come upon the patience; faith, -courage and I
continuance of the friends of the Fraternmity. It @ 'ﬂn,
was where it did come, and where it still comes. -

vhe guestion presented itself at the. threshol&,
whether both sexes should be received;, or only
young ‘men and boys. For two reasons the- fi :
were thrown open to all. First: theré were young
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vomen:ahd girls who as much needed the shelter
apd benefits of the place, as those of the otlier sex.
Secon&ly Ain-order that the best results in trainibg
ymmg ‘peopleto a true manliness and womanliness
of bédring and charaeter, in which the sexes shall
show amli:-ﬁtlier mufnal respect, and behave with a
genuitie modesty, they must be accustomed to each
other's sotiety; and be in a way to witness and to
practise the polite: attentions and civilities which
are usnal among well-bred peoplve, and to feel the
full force:of that natural add powerful motive, the
desire in either sexto be-well esteemed by the other.

The first solieitade was to make the place abtrac-

- tive epough-to secure attendance. That was not

found so difficult as it was feared it might be. The
rooms-were filled at once. Men and boys, women
and girls were there. We may safely say that
nesirly all came first from curiosity. The number
suggested, almost compelled, an. attempt at selec-
tion, which ‘began by excluding boys -under fifteen,
tlien whder seveénteen. Withont aétion or choice of
the committees, the young women and givls soon
fell off from the amusement room, and after awhile,
pretty much ceased to come. - Always there was a
pressure-tipon that room from the boys, and the rule
55 to age before long dropped into dismse; and as
the older men showed a geperal preference for the
reading room over the amusement room, the latter
came within §wo or three years to be almost excln-
sively occapiéd by young men and boys. For a
{ittle while, cards of admission were issued fo the

Here were results not exactly eonﬁem' fed. But:
the committees were trying expenmeﬁﬁs. Ig’y
were willing to let events teach. Accepting the
situation, they devoted themselves to the.care-of the
boys. And before long they discovered that ‘in
admitting all boys whe chose to come and’ behave:
themselves properly — and that word “ propeﬂy
was often construed with a large Iautude——hhey
had gathered in a class of persons more. needings.
their care, and whatever good ‘they could do th »
than any other in this community. They excluded”
none for previous bad reputation. All were welcome
to come in to their fire and light, their games and
books, 5o long as the committee for the evening was
gatisfied with their conduct. A few, not always
conforming to these easy requirements, had to he
_excluded from time to time, for an evening, a part
of an evening, or a week.

The Fraternity began to win a good name from
those on whom devolved the msintenance of the
pedce and good order of the city. The City Mar-
shal, in his report for the year 1869, having “noticed
with considerable interest the working of this insti-
tation,” observed :




s rerEy

are such a8 should call for a continued
ogg who are a.ble ‘to- assist in this most

j&rt it has receivéd. and, as far as I could per-
 beenmost-excellently conducted by those having

By many citizéns, 88°to the” ‘effect the Fraternity had on
the. be‘bavrerot a-certain .class, '

‘T am satiafed that many yoting men, by spending their
eveningy &t-the Fraternity, are thereby saved from the
bad inﬁuences ‘of the street, which might result i m viola«
la’cion of the lAw>

“This testxmony was confirmed from other sourcag,
and has gained for ‘the Fraternity the confidence

and good will of msny persons, most conversant

with the administration of justice in the criminal

courts, and “Best acqiiainted with the dangers by
whwh young oﬂ‘enders are beset who appear it their
bar.

In another particdlar,.the expectations of the
eommm,ees were pleasantly disappointed. They
thougkt. their guests wounld be hard to amuse.
Tﬁe‘ stndxed gaines and plays with a view to in-

8 ,ﬁy, and expedted to have to give consid-
‘their own time to interest their visitors
in them, They opened their room for amusemerit:
with a.piano, two parlor cue alleys, three croguet
boar&s, & supply -of checker (or draught) bourds,
cliess, dommos, solitaire boards, letters for word-

1

'bersjn Salem); witli'a
stereoscoplc vxews and

provx&ed and not allowed.
- Soon.it was found thiat-the comtnittee in charge
~had Ao .occasion to- enterfdin. their visitors. They
were competent and willinig to- amuse themselves.
In & short -time it was also found that some of the
inost costly games were least prized, or used with
least snccess. Cne slleys and croguet boards were
speedxly knocked to pieces by a usage never de-
signed by those who invented them. The boys did
1ot care to be instructed in their rxght employment,
but; liked better their own noiSier and more stiriing
performances. The boards -dnd apphances -afteia
while wore out or werebroken, and weére notrrepia .
The games requiring explanation and‘-zllnsﬂramon
. were in a little while aban ed ”"l‘hé téraqseopw
pictares were soiled anid -defice fhe lagses gob
f ot money
mrenewnng thern ; “they-seemed not to be
and in & year or two, the conclission bad
een rea,ehed that checkers al dommos, $lie most
giiiet and the cheapest as to tlieir farnishing, were
‘—mesb permanently gatisfictory. And practi-
call these have been, for several years, almost the
games of the a.mnsemenﬁ reomn, while' the place
es none of its attractiveness' for those whom it is
‘desired to colleot in it.

v

-
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utset, the evenmg commlt(;ees, and the

oWners. Books came m consldemblefnumberm 'bnt‘

» advmory and workmg forces- of the.
'msmuf;m’n, “expécted to give much a.ttentrén to.
‘teaeh'hg Thi- Tiope has not failed altogethet of
reahza(non “but it has not had so large a success. as
was then thought possibleé, — partly and happily. for
the reason. that-the work it purposed to do is don
better on & larger scale, in the evening schools for
&élﬂlbs”, mam’o‘amed. by the c*ty under -paid-teacherss
Here the tedehers could not always e found; who
would give continuous and Gompetent instruction
changing “as’ the committees- did, from evenitig to°
everning. .Some; however, came in & persevering
§pirit on-pupose t téach; and some pupils, for
special ressons, preferring thesé rooms to those: o

. the night schiools; persisted faithfully in their dttend:
ance, and léssons ‘wére given in reading, wrifing;
arithmetic;: book-keeping and some other stullies,
whmh, totliose who recetved them, were not deemed
of ‘hghﬁ ~value.
At¢thie statt; not much was expected to be made

- of " the library, -but much of the reading rootn;:
because- the Fratermty had nof money enough for:

. ms_otherawants, and books are costly; but it was
tho ghﬁ’ thint many wonld be wxllmg to gzve th

generosrty of & na.twe, a,nd semetxmes mtlzen of
. %: who has an extensive knewledge of books,
and a«phﬂanthropxc interest in. improving this valu-
- sible public benefaction, the library has grown lirge-
»Iy, and become a leading fnterest-and means of good.
in the- estimation of the conduttors-of the Fraterni-
ty. “We shiall speak of if-again férther on.
.. Various other-exercises for fntelédtaal Lielp were

- inthe beginning and from time to time afterwards
congidered. A -year and'a’ ‘Half after its opeiiibg a -
winter course of lectures was'started. On Satwrddy
eyenings the games® and amusements-were suspend- .
. ed “and their room was taken for this object. "Some
of the subjects treated, and names of the lectirers,
will show their character. Gen. H. K. Oliver lec-
_ tured on Good Manners; Comets ; The: Imporﬁanee:
‘ ifles.. Rev. Mr. Stone, on Cultureof the Voic
fof. Ei'S. Morse, Color of -Animals; Dr. Geoi-B:
oting, Results of Wars in Europe and -Aimerica;
e, William Cogswell, Sherman’s March fo. the
‘Sea;  Gen. Geo. H. Devereux, Common Sénse;

1 d # Henry P. Nichols, Xsy., of Boston,
caﬁledf-ibr *any Eooks which could be spared by théir,

AR I
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Prof FLW ‘Putnam, TFishes, and Pre-historic :M&h
of Ameriva i Rév. B 8. At;wood, Paris; Rev.
Dorchéster; The! Drmkmg Usages of Socisty (two
Rev.-A: B. Hérvey; * chrosc‘ope and its Te
ings; -Rev. -J. T. Héwes, Reading; Mr. By
Groee, Joan of Arc; ‘Mr. John Savary, Florid
Barton Square Club, Reaamgs, ‘Rev. C: V. Hansi
The Great Trees'of Caﬁforma, Mr. R. S. Ranté
Modes of ‘Travelling ; East Paiish Reading Chils
Raendmgs, M. < Geo. D ’Pl’nppm:, Leaves; Cap
J. F. Devereus; Léslie's Rétreat: Some-ef the i
interesting ~and - waefal’ iecturea in_ these cout
were faniifiar talks npon differant mechsnical trades:
and varions ‘induitiies, by practical -workers
them. These Jectures were continued for soiie
years, but - for seversl of ‘the last years have n
been restimed ; ms?mly for the reason-that ‘the
amusement room; in"which these. entertainmayi
were given, was‘wantedTor its own specisl; purpos@
but partly, 4156, becanse 3t the sudience was H¢
up largely of the hoysyit was a pecaliarly diffiet
one to interest; demandmg very special- end able
lTecturers - for- Ju@t:’t"baﬁ kind of ‘aidienice ; and if ¥
was. not made-up of the boys principally, but rathei'
of -the lecturer’s: fiiends and the general publie, to
that extent the-lecture, however sble and vab
able in Hedlf; didinot: sméwer its imiediste-objé
T is still Hopéd tHiat with-a room which will not'ha
to be withdrawn fmm other. uses, and wWith the aid
of the many fnéhﬂs of the Fratemiﬁy capubie

‘t'xme am‘i Jabor grat.mtously,those whé‘ \g
enterpr;se thought they were f.he*o

yéars wﬁoﬂy by voluntaty gifts ; and mea.ntmxe, ‘
these. operations extended, expenses unavoxdably
jiicieased.

«In}1872, 4 young man of thxs clty, n?t‘-known 8t ‘
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to the Frafernity, with something more o ‘,:ﬁi{fégge;ogt‘hgﬁl@mnnity by whatthey l:?ﬂ:@’fjt&‘gdy
at the death of certain favorite animals, fb‘inwh A6 e%;ntt)::‘ - sti] morg. ST ,Tﬁgg,ﬁe
comfort during their lives, his will made provigi {Phis-is fw’haf. we noy@ hq.gg ﬁszshQW;-. ..'Ehat.the
- $welve years. of the Salem Frate t'y_is

this appropriation to continue so long ag amus ) : ; he - i : ci
5 NET 3¢ [ P01 RO JE T . 7 Wi g (

should be maintained as a feature of the institi : e:établzishEd s d;;:; 2(:) ;Z;?d’e b i gni-

) 0S COrresponding Lto1ts wide i TSR

The memory of Dud}ey P. Rogers isheld in g Hdence. We return to some specifioations-that. go

who believe it .to be rendering an important ge -~'f'§=fn"‘ke good this claim.
on the right side among conflicting social forcs:
Another name, the Fraternity enrolls on its I
benefactors. On the 29th of June, 1876, MissHj
riet A. Deland died, leaving by will to the
nity five thousand dollars. So, from time te:
the patient workers in this field have found tis
endeavors to do something for the bettering of
time a1id people, were attracting the silent ati
arid-gaining the needed support of friends outsid
membership, whose good will expressed itsel
Some purpose, albeit not in a way to bring bael
their own ears the echo of human praise.
Naturally, some who had been accustoméd ,
give liberally on the annuzl- subseription list,
that now all the wants of ‘the Fraternity were.su
plied, and that nothing more would-be required f
them. It has been the fact, however, that'
opportunities and ealls for wider efforts have: ¢!
tended faster than the means to meet them ;gn
the appeal continues to be made ts old friends
new; to look carefully st what the Fraternity
doing, and if convinced of ita usefulness, to puti
the power of those who have 50 well earned the coh:

i

Tiam Aaroseexr Roow :—These years shoy that

i

.2nd the visits are brief.
" evenings, especially i
fortable house of refuge
prized. The average-:
mdred ; in 1876, twojjp‘
‘hundred and fifty-thi
1876, was eighty-five;
r+year, four hundred apd
of July, 1879, minety-
one hundred and niiie!

he boys. Want of cleanlidess thing,
'son, was never madé:a-ground of excld
2

sion’;
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garments, or in = sinte of raggedness, 30
and neglect, which, if i repelled, excited mo;
of ssseciation with fhe combed, clean and ive

‘mannered, have at length produced guite observabl
m:tw”mmﬂ' o e ﬁ :
was more freguently nevessary o send a M?é‘nt_i

for noise, insolence,cor distutbence, fan it hes been
o et e —r——-.
»-kmmnmwmmr&mﬂm%mm of ‘&
bomes; and in those instances, a gradual but - =
sive progress can beseen, fiom an mnkewpt

of dress mnd civility of menmers. ‘Thereare X
M‘-n.mmwsminmm]"w’ on fthe e I
evening committess, of the six week-day evenings;

Semiilierizeil wih fits dufiss, — -
onder of this room. . %

- Tap Tasrary.—Tt began with o few shelves of
wmdhnwls =nd unseledted, in a m@; 3

room, from wiiich mow &nil then o boy or gif
“lmik nwfotume,"nmmy;mdhlquﬂiﬁsmhrm&
prebension, es they miight take howe 2 puzzle, -
mee if they could make anyiling of it; end probably
often, with sbout the same result. But they always®
ibronght the book bauk, and. often tried another,.

19

- perhaps fhinking, if they could extract but small
- entertsinmernt from the first one a second ' might

- 8 8 bether.

There are now 4221 volumes in* the library : 500

¥ * ¥or reference only, the rest for cirenlation, number<
.~ ing 8721 volumes. The takers of books .number
| 4107. Tn the year 1876, there were" eiglity=éight
' coiitiibutors of Ybooks: number of volumes added
" five hundred nnd seventy. The increase in the size
. of the Tibvary, and the greatly increased use of 4t
isve maile necessary 8 migration from room to room;
. umtil it Thes veached its third station, where it has
 fdir accommoisations in the room designated as the
Lidbrany on the plan, the last added to the suite oc-

. oupied by the Fraternity.

“Dhiis Tihvary hes been gathered by gift wholly. It

- jstheonly fres publie library in Salem. Its large
' numiber of reafers shows an active circulation. The -
¢ wggige® of applicents, patiently awaiting their torn .

&t its counter, by 1ts length and aspect attests an

. mgﬁhg want, wiiich this modest collection of books

in part supplies, 2 want which ought, however, to
bemore filly met by a more abundant supply. It
has tdken all the money that could be spared for
[ibrary nses, o keep the books in repair by renew-
img ‘Eheir worn-onk bindings ; and the busiest room

- 4n Ahe huilding, that designated as the Work-room,

fn ‘the plam, is where & committee of from: two 'to
four or five may be found on almost any evening
engagel in recovering books ; at the same time,
perhaps, considering Ways and ‘means to keep the
Fraterxity on its feet and doing.

Sal4
N o
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A féw years since, a capacious l:a'jox.jwasv ?Iaceclt; cz:'
the. First Church building on Washmgt:on stree ,d

: réceive whatever reading matter pjlght jti.xfare be ei-;
- posited ; into this net not a few stray lgaves floal
anil are caught. .

The takers of books are divided n

i between the two sexes. Ciirds, entitlis;
to take books, are given to all -applicai
frustworthiness for their right and hq

vouehed for by any well-known citizen,
: The number of books lost is very smally ¢omp
ing favorably with all known similar institutie
L this respect. Last year at the annual Tegalla
inspection, the number missing was twe
necessity for the replenishment and grow
library, it is hoped, will -attract the attention’;
¢ those who have books or money to spare. for

; purpose. Py

Wouex's Room. It'hasbeen meriﬁpnedt%gﬁ n:t
' long. after the opening, womémn vne‘arly cessed 10.
: come to the Amnsement room, oOr camet on 1};
occasionally, and a few,at a time ; though hhey»’sleo
books from the library quite as muclf as the n{en.
‘A room for women to meet in, fox: rgachng, qonx'gdxv:,aa.
tion, and possibly for industrial mstrnchgnzi? ﬂ(:
an . employment reference 1'oom,-h'a.s seerne: - 0 e
committees a much neéded addition to their a:vt p
.gble means of helping young women. On the fits g
‘January, 1879, a room for these purp'o:qeg Was‘ glale;e s
‘The .n;zat and pleasunt but eeon?mlcal rf.'mmsf ,uzgd
- “for it came, as usnal, mostly by glft. I.t is ca}pe es
‘and has the necessary tables an.d chairs ; pu_:t.mjgd
gmce. the walls; a sewing machine, Ia fernery, an
eading matter suited to fen.lale wants anddm:t:s,
especially periodicals contaihing pattem;s m;h gle::
cals; Harper’s, Lippincott's, * Seribner's -al) - for dress-making, and bound vc‘)lgme:ro ;:lzlne torae
Atlantic Magazines ; the Scientific American; ¥a gare, hint b otl} ot taste and ;n,:il s;red
ufacturer and Builder, and quite & large muwuibe - good reading lies close at hand, if desired.
Irregular and casual papers collected by the

ested friends of the Fraternity, find their w
its tables, 4t a very small outlay of money.
more than-fifty dollars were expended in th
Year for this -branch of the Fraternity. Seven
azinesand tweiity-eight papersare regularly recéive

Reapmve-roo. — The long line of book ki
who come nightly to get sometling for Lomenga
ing, does not tell all that the Fraternity de
provide reading for the people. Its readis
is supplied with the Salem papers by the f4
their publishers, and from some of their offfces et '
besides, many of their most desirable exgl 1
Several daily and weekly newspapers, ~prét;? ;
weeklies, religious, seientific and literary.

T b

et i s et e

| S0H00I-ROOM., ~— In the school-ropm, which i; .small
\d inconvenient, a few scholars still at.tqndax.rrega
‘ufarly: an average of perhaps( four on the mntﬁ;
evenings. Teachers are provided for those wb
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He soon became one of its most helpfal friends.
More and wore he took into his willing bhands
multiplying -wetivities, for which the.-fresh volun-
‘{i,é,ers'd-id not arise fast enough; and when removal
-or conflicting engagements drew off the faithful, or
& waning interest threw the necessary work on a
‘steadfast few, it was he who took up duties which
others laid down, saw where new enterprises must
Dbe attempted, and had an unceasing care that no
:part of the work should flag.

He is supposed to have taken malarial poison
into his system, many years ago in the jungles of
‘Afriea, which lately developed into fatal activity
under imprudent exposure in the pursuit of his
favorite scientific investigations. Resolately fol-
lowing up his work to the -last, refusing to listen to
the suggestions of rest and medical advice till it
was too late, he sapk rapidly to his death, which
occurred on the 5th of June, 1880.

At a meeting of the Fraternity held after his
death, the following resolves were presented, and,
after other testimonials to his rare worth and great

! services, were adopted.

?

come, There have been some very ps
Sistent adult learners here from timéﬁ:i‘!%

been inclined to attend the city eve
Here, as elsewhere, the Fraternity hag:
expectant and experiments] methog.:
’straxtened quarters, and the cirenmstanges:
it had to deal, determine its conneil of. g
laborers what to aftempt. Perhaps if g
what larger conld be obtained through thiaty
of its friends, which hag never failed,— 439
room, suitable and empty, now stands ,wait;‘ o
::,d: those ajready oceupied,—it might b
1ee1;::::_ rt;!t)e 1.3131 pOses boﬂ} of a school-repiny
In 1875 the Fraternity became incorporstet
the‘statutes of Massnchusetts, that it m’-igiii ; e
%o hold and administer larger funds, and
Ehe::lnnence and efficiency might be the el

] The vein of congrabulation, in which thig i
tive sketch hag mostly ron, most give g 3
less cheerful ending. The name which wei
been soonest mentioned in a list of those wi

Resolved : That in the death of .Caleb Cooke, the
Fraternity loses its right hand,~—behind that, a
wisely counselling mind, & heart beating in guick
sympathy with all plans for bettering the condition
of the unfortunate, of guiding the wayward. and
_strengthening the weak. Acknowledged first among
the givers of time and service to those humanities
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which the Frateinity tries to vuderstand's

tise, a chivalroug Protector of the small's 4&” i z E ;
¢ he was a Yeady spesker for those.who' afts i 2 !
§ advoeate, and proved the fine and. ¢
Al Ve g

: s and conduct were Jn%’!@p ; .
i unless—rare’ disproportion ~he did better. than'he R
¢ said. " ) : o5
: . £n
: - 5 3
£ Resolved :— That, while we monrn for hin; : 3
grateful for him, and see that we shall do hisfigis, ;
; worthiest Lonor by not letting his work aw : - f
: carrying it forward to higher. snecess in his. . - cuaser?
spirit. il T ™
H Puarrony
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ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT.

W, the subseribers, officers and members of al§g
untery charitable association heretofore known usit
Balem Fraternity, desiring to avail qurselves of the 1&}3’5
conferved by Chapter 875 .of the Acts of the Legistaf
of 1874, hereby agree to associate, and do herehy g8
ate ourselves together, with the intention of establis‘hi’ng
a corporation which shall be known by the name of
Salem Fraternity.

The said corporation is counstituted for the . purpo
providing such entertainments and such innocent &
moents 86 shall be best calenlated to sliure and
together, from the streets of Salem, such young me!
women &8 have no suitable place of resort in whit
pass their evenings, and for the instruction and gql'ﬁcapg;
of such young persons as may be indnced to avail the
selves of its privileges in the rudiments of knowledse;
virtue and movality, and to farnish to the young peop’fé"
both sexes in Salem, a place which shall be to then
convenlent resort in which to spend their lefsure tim
wherethe influences nround them will be elevating; am'!
where they may find rationzl amusements and recreatioqi
to provide them with opportunities for self-improvement:

it

ers ettt s

e ke A

e ovan s

means of intellectoal eniture, sympathy and aid b timigy
“trouble; to accomplish some practical good in the
munity by presenting in an attractive form all th
good influences wiileh will help to destroy the powes
the allurements of vice, 8o prevalent In a city lifey ke
engage in active benevolent work; to aid young-men a‘f;

(26)
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to obtain employment and
to visit those who are
and to help those
save from

strangers in the city,

ding places;

4o secare proper board

sick and in prizon, to 2id those io fr:‘:;;‘ime Lo
%hom a word of kindoess st the rig

" \ives of degradation and sin. T

The sald corporation 0 pe and e e paiiiod

estabiished gnd jocated in the City of

of Besex and Commonweslth of Massachnset§s.

women,

Hrxny WHEATLARD,
Oris P. LoRrD,
wiLriam D, NWORTHEND,
FRrEDHRICK GRANT,
Frueprrick PORTER,
Francs H. Ly,
Jomux B. LAKEMAN,
Manry O. HODGES: -
Sorusa E. Lk,
WwinLiay CoGEWELL,
WipotaM NORTHEY,
MaRTEA A. PORTER,
Carue COOKE,
Fra¥k B. PEVEREUX,
ArTRUR L. HURTIN GTON,
Sarag E. Hoxt,
sapurL C. BEANE,
Cuanres W. RICHARDSON,
EpMoxp B, WILLSON,
CraRLES A, BENJAMIN.

e ——

Sarum, December 10, 1878,

Northend, one of the subscr;hei's to tt‘;:;
1 nd declare |
by on oath eertily an v
o ym each and every one of the sub

1, Willismm D.
shove agreement, s
1 have personally given,



¥
il

S AR T o e g

o g e s

N Mt e i s 4 A A £ s e e

notice: ~

“ SavLen, December 10, 1875,

This is to notify you that the £
seribers 10 the agreement fo

to be known by the name of the Salem Fraternit

Block, Snlem, on Saturd i
3y evening, Decem
at seven and one-half o'clock, form o Drese

ing said Corporation, the adopti
option 3
of oifivern, oy o] do,m T of by-laws, the electi
come before the meeting.
WirLeam D. Norraesy,
One of the subscribers to said a:greemcnt."

Wirum D, NonTEEND.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Es: .8,
SEX 8,8 December 13, 1875,

Then personally appenred the above named Wiimm D.

Northend and made onth th '
4 at the above i
subscribed is true, B oTe Siatement by bim

Before me, Cuaarres Sxwary,

Justice of the Peace,

will b
held at the office of Willlam D. Northeng inyﬁl'o;:?;g

y other business that may legdlly

S b o

st meeting of the sub. -
r establishing a corporation,

)“.
£
-
i
{
§

ACT OF INCORPORATION.

COMMONWEALTII OF MASSACHUSETTS.

._Beitknown, that wherens HoNRY WHREATLAND, WILLIAM
Nourtagy, Witiiaxm D. Nowrnesnp, FREDERICK GRANT,
Carneb Cooxs, Mary O. Hopars, CHaRrrEs 'W. RIGHARD-
80N, ArRTHUR L. HusTINGTON, 0118 P. Lofip, Manrm A.
Ponrer, Samver C. Brang, E. B. WiLts6N and others,
hiave associated themselves with the inteiition of forming
& corpotation nnder the nome of the Sanva FrariisiTy,
for the purpose of providing entertainments and innocent
amusements, inatruction and edueation, opportunities for
self~Improvement, snd means of Intellectusl cultuve, sym-
psthy and aid in thime of trouble, etc., ete., for young
persous in the city of Salem, with a capital ef:ai ¢monnt
not. establishied, nor divided inte shares,<and have ‘com-
plied with the provisions of the statutes 'of thiy Common-
wealth in such case made and provided, as appears from
the Certificate of the President, Treasuser and Directors
of sai@ corporation, duly approved by thé: Commissioner
of* Corporations, and recorded in this offiegs
Now, therefore, I, OLivErR WARNER; S
Commonwesith of Masrachusetts, do:
said H. WHeaToAxDp, W, NorTHEY, W
GrRANT, C. Cooxr, M. O. Hopges, C. W
L. Hosmngroy, O. P. Lorp, M. A.Poy
E. B, WiLLsoN and others, their assotist
are-legally organized and estsblished 4sa
made an existing corporation andér
Sareu FraTtrNiTy, with the powers,

o2

¢ Timme 'of ] th
olitsTand -privi-

- leges, and subject to the limitaﬁ&ng,fdéﬁ‘f{s; and restfic-

tions, which by law appertain theveto.

‘Witness my official signataie licreanto subscribed, and
the sedl of the Commounwesalth of Massachusetts hereunto
affized, the tsventy-third day. of Decembey, In the year of
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy-five.

OLIVER WARNER,
Secretary of the Commonwealth.

(29)
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BY-LAws.

I MruBens.

su’.gxe subscribers to the agreement of Corporation gy :
other members ag mey be elected, ag hereinafter

provided, shall coustit i
Eratemmi, g ute the Corporation of tbg Sale

II. Erroriox or ADPITIONAL MEMBERS

The Corporation may eleet, by ballot, i .t
bers .at the first or any stated r:eeting,’ :;'d (2::: ﬂs me‘;’e
meer.img, provided that in the notice for suchy sg:;;
:]t::: dlig. the purpose of electing additional members'

+ IIL.  Orricers.

‘The officers of the Corporation shall consist of elay
Directors,~ one of whom shall be elected President: b
the Directors, —2 Clerk, and a Treasurer. They shall :
elect:_ed by ballot at the first meeting and at egch shigs
ceeding annuoal meeting, to serve for one Year, or un i
ofhers are elected in their pluces. The said T,Pres‘d o
and Directors shall have the charge and mina, :
all the affairs of the COrpomtiou, and they may fill -
vacancies that occur in thefy bo. ;
otherwise,

22

ard, by resignation oy

. 1IV. Murrines.
bere shall be meetings of the Co i it
rporation in Apgi]
July, October, and Janvary. The April meeting shnAlﬁt
:gu;iger;cllshe annnal meeting, Meetings of !:he?)i'recti;r:
il be held 2 half hour before ea p
the Corpe s 2 ch regular meeting o)

&0
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81
" ‘Special meetings of the Corporation, or of the Di-
rectors, may be called by the President, and shall be
calléd at the request-—in writing—of three Directors, it
for a meeting of Directors, and of five members, if fora
meeting of the Corporation.

Natices of the stated meetings, and of any specisl
meéting; shall be sent hy the Clerk by mail, postpaid, or
s2id notice shall be published in one or more newspapers
in:the city, seven days at least before the meeting.

V. ANNUDAL REPORT.

At each annual meeting, the Directors shall present or
cause to be presented a full report of the work of the
year: and of all moneys received and expended during
the year. :

: VI. CoMMITTEES.

At eanch annnal meeting, in addition to the officers
hereinbefore mamed, there shall be elected a Library and
Room Committee, a Committee on Amusewments, 2 Lecture
Committee, and & Nominating Commlitee.

VIL. Quorom.

Ten persons shall constitute o quorum at any meeting
of the Corporution.

VIIL. ATIERATION OF BY-LAWS.

The by-laws may be altered or amended at any annusl
meeting, or at any stated meeting, the proposed alteration
or ameundment having been stated in the call for such
meeting; provided, that such proposed alteration shall
have been submitted at a previous meeting: but no al-
teration or ameudment sha!l be made nuless at least, one-
third ot the members of the Curporation shall be present
and vote for the sawe,
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OFFICERS FOR THE YEAR 1880-8L°

Pregident.
HENRY WHEATLAND.

Treasurer.
Wirrray NORTHEY.
A

Clevk. , ,
Joux R, LAKEMAN.

Directors.

HeNRY WHEATLAND, Otis P- Lorp, Winriaym . Noj
TREND, WinixaMm NORTHRY, FREDERICK GRANT, FR xcrga
H. Lur, Mary O. Hopers, Sopuia E. Ler, BLiziBuTH:
WHEATLAND, SusaN L. KIMBALL, BLizaBrTE W. SIiLSBES

Amusement Committee.

¥raxx B. Dpverrvux, WiLLiam Nortary, N. M. S&
YORD, Susax L. XmBary, Enzasers W. Swssen.

Room and Library Commiites. :

Frawvcrs H. Lum, Maxy O. Hopges, and DLXZABM‘H‘
‘WHEATLAND.
Lecture Commities.

Pom'zn.
Finance Committee.

‘Wirriam NorTeEY, Wrrriax D. NORTEEND, Emmmfv
W. Scuspee nod Lyow R. Nicwors. é

Nominating Commiltee. B

Fraxcs H. Len, Susan L. KIMBALL, ELIZABETH anﬁé;w.j
LAND, Franx B Devererx, aud ALICE WILLSON. gt

Janittor.
GEORGE A. GRAY.




2004 PLAQUE PROGRAM

TO: , Bob Leonard, Ould Colony Artisans
FAX: 207-779-0707

FROM: Dick Thompson, Historic Salem, Inc.
DATE: July 20, 2004

New Plaque order as follows:

Downing Block
1858

The First Boys Club
In America
Started 1869

Ship to:

Barbara Lally
30 Arthur Avenue
Marblehead, MA 01945



