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By 1788 
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Salem, Mass. 

By Joyce King 
6 July 1978 



7 River Street 

This pitched-roof, gable-end-to-street house was built by 
John Chandler, housewright by 1788 on what is now known 
as River Street. 

River Street was called a way in 1739; road 1773; private 
road 1778; lane 1782; River Street in 1796. (Essex 
Antiquarian, volume 7 page 116) 

The lot on which this house stands was part of a large 
tract of land owned by the Beckford family for many years. 
When the Beckfords sold off this land, most buyers bought 
one lot on the south side of the lane and one across on the 
north extending to the river. This was the case when on 
3 Aug 1784 John Beckford, yeoman, sold for 41 pounds 
6 shillings to John Chandler, housewright; a lot of land 
(no buildings) containing 12 3/4 poles: 

North - on lane 49'2" 
East ~~ on Ebenezer Beckford 68' 
South - on John Beckford 50'5" 
West - on Asa Killam 70' 

Also a lot containing 10 1/2 poles (no buildings) 
North - by stone wall and flats 49' 
East - on Ebenezer Beckford 58' 
South - on lane 49' 
West - on Asa Killam 59' 

This deed for two lots was not recorded until 6 Apr 1790 
when John Chandler and wife Sarah sold the second lot to 
William Ferginson, taylor. (no buildings) (Registry of 
Deeds, book 151 page 159) 

The Salem tax records for the year 1788 show John Chandler 
taxed for a house and land, this is the first mention of 
a house. In 1790 a Federal census was taken, John Chandler 
was the head of the family containing 1 free white male of 
16 years and upward (including head of families), 3 free 
white males under 16 years and 2 white females. (next to 
the family of Asa Killam) 

John (b. 25 Mar 1752) had been an officer in the Revolution 
and he and his family attended the North Church. (records of 
the North Church 1772-1872) John married Sarah Dodge 
(b. 7 Jul 1753) but apparently not in Salem. The Chandlers 
had three sons: John Jr., Benjamin and Joseph D. also one 
daughter Sarah. 

On 5 Jun 1804 John made his will: after all debts and charges 
of his funeral were paid he gives "unto my two sons John Jr. 
and Benjamin one dollar to be divided between them", to 
beloved wife Sarah 1/3 of the estate and for the term of her 
natural life all real estate to support her and minor son 
Joseph D. but if she remarries or at her death the estate to 
go to children Joseph D. and Sarah or the survivor. (lrobate 
#4942) John died 4 Mar 1821 of the palsy, leaving the house 
in the hands of Sarah, the executrix. 
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11 Sept 1835 Sarah (Dodge) Chandler died at the age of 82, 
the property was then shared equally by Joseph D. and his 
sister Sarah. (information on John and Sarah (Dodge) Chandler 
is sparse I have not been able to determine origin. Many 
men named John Chandler served in the Revolution) 

Joseph Dodge Chandler (b. 14 Mar 1789) married Mary 
Mc Donald on 12 Jun 1827 in Salem. Three children were 
born to the couple: Joseph (died young), Joseph and John. 

Salem Directory 1836 lists Jos. D. Chandler - druggist at 
351 Essex St., house 7 River St. 

Federal census 1850 - J.D. Chandler age 60 grocer 
Mary II " 60 
Joseph " II 19 
John " II 17 
Sally II II 70 

Sarah lived in this house with her brother Joseph and his 
family until her death in 1851. In her will written 24 Jul 
1839 she left all her estate to her two nephews Joseph and 
John or the survivor, the children of my brother Joseph D. 
Her real estate consisted of 1/2 a dwelling house and out 
buildings on River St. "the same estate now occupied and 
improved by my brother and myself" (Probate #34889) 

Federal census 1860 - Joseph Chandler age 71 grocer 
Mary " " 69 
Joseph " " 29 prov. dealer 
John " " 26 clerk 
Mary Baker " 16 milliner 

(The Chandlers must have taken in a boarder after the death 
of Sarah) 

Ten years after the death of his sister (Sarah), Joseph 
passed away 17 May 1861. His estate went to his wife Mary 
and son John(~robate #34883) (Their son Joseph must have 
died between the time of the 1860 census and the death of 
his father, he is never mentioned again) 

In the clippings of Charles Archer, written for the newspaper 
in 1922,(Essex Institute Library) in his memory "Joseph D. 
Chandler was a very old man when I (Charles) came on the stage". 
He was the head of the establishment of an old fashion 
grocery store on Federal St. Joseph was succeeded by his 
energetic and bustling son John who years later built a 
modern grocery across the street at 107 Federal St. The 
store did a flourishing business. 
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Federal census 1870 John Chandler age 36 grocer 
Caroline " " 29 
Mary " " 80 no occupation 

John continued the family business and had married Caroline 
F. Edwards the daughter of Benjamin and Abigail R. (Peele) 
Edwards. The couple lived in the old homestead until 1874 
when he built a new store and house at 107 Federal St. 
Mary lived in the house on River St. until her death 6 Sep 
1875. The last of the Chandlers in residence since it was 
built almost one hundred years before. 

After the death of his mother (Mary), John was the sole 
heir to the property. On 13 Jun 1878 John Chandler, whose 
residence was now the corner of Federal and Beckford Sts. 
applied for and received a permit to build a wooden barn 
at 7 River St. 5' x 10' (lermit book volume 1, now stored 
at the Essex Institute) 

In the census of 1880 we find tenants John W. Brown age 
57 an engineer born in N.H., wife Rachael age 63 born in 
Maine and Neta age 27 daughter born in Mass., living in 
the house. 

John and Caroline did not have children. At the time of 
John's death 29 Jan 1903 we find the estate collecting 
rent of Jeremiah Mc Grath 7 River St: 

29 Jan 1903 - 20 Feb 1903 $ 7.10 
20 Feb 1903 - 20 Mar 1903 10.00 

In his will John left to Caroline all furniture except my 
old-fashion tall clock, she is to use for her lifetime, 
then to pass to Wallace Chisholm, my executor and to my 
cousin Caroline $1,000. The rest to Wallace A. Chisholm to 
hold and invest to pay income to wife Caroline, but not 
to sell the estate on corner of Federal and Beckford which 
I now occupy as my homestead and store, in the lifetime of 
my wife without her consent. 

Inventory: dwelling and store and land S.W. corner of 
Federal and Beckford $6,000 

house and land 21 Beckford $4,000 
2 houses and land corner of Federal and Beckford 

$4,800 
house and stable and land 7 River St. $1,200 

After the death of his wife a few bequestswere made then 
the rest was to be divided in equal shares between the 
Association for the Relief of the Aged and Destitute Women 
in Salem and The Salem Seaman's Orphan and Childrens Friends 
Soc. 
Total personal property $12,825.01 and real estate $16,000. 
(l'robate #91677) 
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Salem News 30 Jan 1903 - The death of a well known grocer, 
John Chandler, for years kept a store on the corner of 
Federal and Beckford Sts. Died at his home 107 Federal St. 
He was a graduate of the Hacker School. Leaves a widow. 

29 Feb 1912 the Salem Seamanls Orphan Soc. and Association 
for Relief of Aged and Destitute Women of Salem sell for 
$1 and other valuable consideration to Jeremiah McGrath the 
land and buildings: 

North - by River St. 49'2" 
East - by Benjamin Cutts 68 1 

South - by Cooke 50'5" 
West - by Tuttle 70' 

as residuary legatees under the will of John Chandler. 
(two separate deeds, book 2131 pages 532-4) 

On 5 Dec 1924 Frank McGrath and Margaret I. Maguire sold 
to Catherine G. McGrath and Nellie J. McGrath the same 
estate sold to our late father Jeremiah McGrath (book 2624 
page 398) 

Margaret E.Maguire aquired the whole estate by deed 
18 Dec 1963 and Probate #150393. She then sold to David 
H. Warner. ( book 5233 page 479) 

David Warner sold to Joseph F. and Joanna L. Schappa on 
12 Mar 1965 (book 5251 page 334) 

30 Oct 1972 Joanna L. Schappa by power #315813 heirs sold 
to Robert Ledoux. 

16 May 1973 Robert Ledoux sold to John H. and Carol }. 
Carr Jr. 

Reference to book and page are deed books at the Registry 
of Deeds and }robate numbers are found in ~robate Court, 
both located in the same building on Federal St. 






