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81 ESSEX S'rREET 

The lot ?n which thi~ house stands was originally owned by 
Paul,Mansfiel~. I~s history is documented by Sidney Perley in 
The Essex Antiquarian vol. 10 pg. 128: 

Benjamin Stone House. This lot be
longed to Paul Mansfield of Salem, fish
erman, very early. For fourteen pounds, 
he conveyed that part of it lying westerly 
of the dashes to William Reeves of Salem, 
butcher, Jan. 2, 1670-1.• Mr. Reeves 
built the house upon the lot immediately 
after his purchase, and, for seventy 
pounds, conveyed the house and land to 
Robert Stone of Salem, seaman, March 
10, 1674-5.* 

That part of the lot easterly of the 
dashes was evidently conveyed by Mr. 
Mansfield to George Holland of Boston 
and his wife Sarah in 167 5 ; and, for 
eighteen pounds, Mr. and Mrs. Holland 
conveyed it to Mr. Stone Jan. 6, 1676.t 
Timothy Laskin of Salem, coop"r, for five 
shillings, released this part of the lot to 
Mr. Stone Sept. 20, 1688.t 

Thus Mr. Stone became the owner of 
the house and the entire lot. He died, 
possessed of the estate, in 1690. In the 
division of his real estate, this part of it 
was assigned to his son Benjamin Stone. 
Benjamin Stone died, possessed of it, 
Nov 301 1703. It was then appraised at 
one hundred pounds. By the will of 
Mr. Stone, the estate passed to children 
of his brothers Samuel Stone and Robert 
Stone and of his sister Sarah Manning, 
namely : to Samuel, Robert, Elizabeth, 
Katherine, Mary and Sarah, children of 
Samuel Ston~; Robert, Jacob, Elizabeth, 
Sarah, Richard and Benjamin, children of 
&rah Manning ; and Robert, son of Rob
ert Stone. A division o! the house and 
land occurred before 1720, though it 
was not done in writing until Feb. 7, 
1 7 2 8, § the southern half being assigned 
to Samuel Stone for his children's share, 
and the northern half to Jacob Manning 
for his children by his wife Sarah (Stone) . 
The dividing line ran through the stack 
of chimneys. Samuel Stone, ~who was of 

•Essex Registry. of Deeds, book 4, leaf 117· 
tEssex Registry of Deeds, book 4, leaf 15:i. 
:tEasex R~stry of Deeds, book 8, leaf 99· 
§'Essex Registry of Deeds, book 53, leaf 267. 

SALEM IN 1700. 
! 

Salem, bricklayer, for fifty pounds, con- · ' ' 
v~yed the southern half to Jacob Man-

,, . .- ni~g, who .~as then of Salem, gunsmith, 
"·. an a res1 ent of this house, Jan. 2 1, 

h 1719-20.• Mr. Manning's children con-
~~: tinued to own the northern half of ·the 

house and lot. Between the date of 
~· Benjamin Stone's will and his death three 

. ~~: more children had been born to his sister 
;;; Sarah Manning, and three had died before 
·?- Dec. 13, 1722, when an agreement and 

-conveyance was made by which this part 
of the house and lot became the property 
of Sarah Manning, Katherine, wife of 
John Berry, and Mary Manning, all of 
Salem. t The three owners of this part, 

., . · or one hundred and thirty-three pounds 
~ .- -conveyed it to their brother Samuel M~- \ 

!J:,: ning of Salem, gunsmith, Oct. 25, 1730.t 
. .;_ ·· :Samuel Manning removed to Oxford, and 
.;,- . -conveyed the same part of the estate to 

_· .,:" John Hodges of Salem, mariner, May 20, 
. ~, ~- 1749.§ How much longer the house 
· -stood is not known to the writer. 

Benjamin Small House. This land 
belonged to Paul Mansfield of Salem, 
fisherman, in 1670. For ten pounds, be 

·conveyed this lot t.:> Benjamin Small of 
'Salem, sailmaker, :?eb. 15, 1674.ll Mr. 
Small died about ;- 700; and the house 
was standing Nov. 31 1752, when Mr. 
:Small's granddaughter, Hepzibeth Small ' 

.·:of_ Boston, spinster, for five pounds, six 
,.;';~th11lings and eight pence, conveyed one- · 
, ·half of the house and land to John · 

{ Hodges of Salem, mariner.411' 
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As stated, a portion of the Stone estate was conveyed to 
John Hodges in 1749: 
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As illustrated, the old Stone house stood far back from the 
street (the chimney center being about 70 feet in), leaving the 
north west portion vacant and available for building. How long 
the Stone house was allowed to remain on the lot is not known. 



The name of John Hodges appears on what i s commonly called 
"Curwen's List of Houses" (Essex Institute Historic 
Collection s ). 

LIST OF HOUSES BUILT IN SALEM FROM 
1750-1773. 

1750-1760. 

Jona. Cook, William Doust, David Smith Ben' . · 
Hathor T b. D · ' Jamm ne,. _ o ias av1s, Jona. Bancroft, John Symonds 
(North Field), Samuel West, jr., James Barr, Benje:. 
Daland (now G.D.), Wm. West, Francis Cox William 
Lusc~mb, Nathl. .Pease, The Ivess (0. F.)*, J~hn Bray, 
Robe1t Mackentire, Joseph Ropes, Wm. Browne, Esq., 
Thomas Ma.son (0. F.), Widow Hannah Ropes N A 
now Geo. Peale, William Gray, Jona. Phelps Wido'w Bott. 
John Hodges, John White, John Ives, Ed:0. Whitmore: 
Jona. Andrew, George Beckford, Jno. Bullock, jr., Arch. 
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Since Mr. Hodges purchased the property in 1749 and his name 
appears on the above list, it seems safe to assume that 
building commenced in 1750. This is also the year that he is 
first taxed. The strongest indicator of a construction date 
prior to 1788 is found in Benjamin Hodges' account book 
(Peabody Museum ~8-~t_seL __ .=_ ~'.Astrea" et others 1781-1805): 
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James Kearney 
Historic Salem Inc. 
Hamilton Hall 
Chestnut Street 
Salem, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Kearney, 

HISTORIC RESEARCH 
JOYCE KING 

30 UPHAM STREET 
SALEM, MASS. 01970 

August 26, 1985 

Mr. James Bailey has engaged my services to review the 
history of his house at 81 Essex st. Historic Salem Inc. has 
previously assigned the date of 1788 built by John Hodges. 

A review of the available sources strongly indicates that the 
house was built by John Hodges circa 1750. Considering the 
attached documentation, I request that a new sign be granted 
reflecting this change. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

)r-~ 
Joyce King 



: 1;~~ ~~{~ :: l. 
' ........ ~··. .. 

-·.'_.,,:· 

When Benjamin Hodges purchased this house from his father, 
for the sum of 525 pounds in 1788, it was already of an age to 
need repairs and even more by 1798. It is interesting to note 
that the upper chambers were not finished until 1799 and that a 
walk was built on the roof that same year. 
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~ ~sex Street, One Orange and Three Orange Street. Salem., Massachusetts, 
I 
I 

Essex County SouL'l Registry of Deeds 

Book 

5574 

Page Cran tee 

88 James A. Bailey 
Joan M. (wife) 

Gran tor 

Alice G. Feenan 
(Maiden Lady) 

Description 

•••• land and buildings on the corner 
of Essex and Orange Street in said 
Salem, bounded and described as 
follows: 

Northerly on Essex Street 76 feet 6 inches 

Easterly on land now or late of Hodges about 162 feet 6 inches 

Southerly on land now or late of Tozer 65 feet 

Westerly by Orange Street 166 feet 

"Being all my right, title and interest in the land and buildings at 81 Essex Street, 

One Orange Street and Three Orange Street in said Salem •••••• Being same premises conveyed 

to Arthur Feenan by deed recorded in Essex South District Registry of Deeds, Book 2138, 

Page 129. See also Essex County Probate No. 181,339 Estate of Arthur Feenan and 

Notice of Probate Partition recorded in Essex South District Registry of Deeds, 

Book 3146, Page 453. 

Hauds and Seals November 19, 1968" 

Book Page 

3146 453 records: "To The Honorable The Judge of the Probate Court in and for 

the County of Essex; Pursuant to the foregoing warrant to us 

directed dated July 26 A.D. 1937, ~3 amended tiecembcr 23, 

1937, we, the commissioners therein named, having been first 

sworn and having given notice to all persons interested, as 

herein directed, have appraised all the real estate in said 

warrant, and which was required to be included in the 

partition as follows: 

several listed (words of researcher) 

Recorded in Divis"ion 4: We have set off to Alice B. Feenan 

individually, the following described parcels of land: 



81 Essex Street, One Orange and Three Orange Street, Salem, Massachusetts Page "L. 

81 Essex Street and l and 3 Orange Street. Salem, Bounded: 

Northwesterly on Essex Street approximately 80 feet 

Northeasterly by land now or late of Mr. Jelly approximately 

150 feet, 

Southeasterly by land now or late of Arthur Feenan approxi-

mately 75 feet, and Southwesterly by Orange Street 

approximately 160 feet." 

"Hands and Seals May 27, 1938" 

Book 

2138 129 

Grantee Gran tor 

Arthur Feenan James J. Welch 
Mary E. Welch 

for $1.00 and other valuable considerations 

(page 128 same book; words of 
researcher) 

Hands and seals April 12, 1912 

Book 2138 page 128 records: 

"A certain parcel of land with the 

buildings thereon situated in said 

Salem at the corner of Essex and 

Orange Streets, bounded and described 

as follows viz. North on Essex Street 

about 76 feet 6 inchee 

East on land now or late of Hodges about 

162 feet 6 inches, South on land now 

or late of Tozer about 65 feet, West 

on Orange Street about 166 feet. 

Being the same premises conveyed to me 

by deed of Dennis Brady etux of even 

date to be recorded herewith 

, 

"Being the same premises conveyed to me the said En<ma J. Brady by deed of Annie M. Meek 

et al dated April 2, 1906 recorded in deeds Book 1817 page 475." 

Written on side of page: "Dennis Brady and Emma J. Brady to J. J. Welch 

Hands and seals April 12, 1912." 



81 Essex Street, One and Three Orange Street, Salem, Massachusetts 

Book -
1817 475 

Grantr.::e --
Emma J. Brady 
vif e of 
Dennis Brady 
(Salem) 

Gran tor 

Annie M. Meek 
Alice R. Meek 

For $1.00 and other valuable considerations. 

Description 

Same 

Page 3 

ttBeing the same premises conveyed to Henry M. Meek by deed of Emery K. Benson dated 

, May 1, 1877 and recorded at Eesex South District Registry of Deeds Book 975 page 159. 

Hands and seals April 2, 1906. " 

Book - Grantee Gran tor Description 

"" 975 159 Reury·M. Meek Emery K. Benson Same 

For $6,500.00 

"Being the. same premises devised to my brother George W. Benson and myself by my 

mother Sarah Maria Benson and of which said George W. conveyed his share to me by 

deed recorded in Essex Registry South District Book 876 page 265. 

Hands and seals May 1, 1877." 

Researcher: Listed below on the page 11Discharge·recorded Book 1166 page 53 - $5,500.00" 

Eook Grantee Gran tor Description 

876 265 Emery K. Benson George W. Benson Same 

For $3,750.00 

"Being the same premises conveyed by Martha T. Webb and others to Sarah Maria Benson 

by deed dated June 28, 1870 recorded in Book 800 page 49 

liands and seals March 18, 1873." 

$00 49 

"For $6,000.00 

Grantee 

Sarah Maria 
Benson Widow 

Hands and Seals June 28, 1870." 

Gran tor 

Martha T. Webb, Salem; 
Widow, Martha Webb, 
Isabella Webb, John F. 
Webb and William G. 
Webb all of Salem 

Description 

Same 
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Vital Records, Essex South District, Registry of Deeds: 

Webb: 
ti 

If 

11 

ti 

Book 

579 

Isabella, d. Stephen? Lashier, and Martha, May 6, 1847 
John F. , son of Stephen and Hartha T. Oct. 6, 1838 
Martha, d. Stephen and Harth a T. , February 6, 1840 · 
William George, s. Stephen and Hartha Tq August 5, 1832 
Stephen, S. William & Hannah bp. Nov. 18, 1798 {Fa~her) * 
Stephen* and Martha T. Luscomb Harried and parented the above listed children 
in addition to one other child whose demise was early. 

Grantee Gran tor 

250 Stephen Webb Lucy o. Goodhue 

Description 

Mtge. paid by Stephen Webb to 
Lucy O. Goodhue, Guardian 
Hands and seals November 20, 1358 

nook Paga 

459 245 records: "Stephen Webb, Salem, Gentleman, in consideration of 

$2,000.00 to me paid by Lucy O. Goodhue of Salem, widow, 

as she is guardian of her minor children, the receipt 

whereof is hereby acknowledgeddo hereby give grant, 

bargain, sell and convey unto the said Lucy, Guardian as 

aforesaid, my messuage consisting of a chvelling house, 

out buildings and the land under and adjoining on Essex 

Street in said Salem. bounded Uortherly by Essex Street 

76 feet 8 inches, Westerly by Orange Street 167 feet 

2 inches thence Southerly by land now or late of Tozzer 

91 feet 9 inches and Easterly on several courses by land 

of Hodges to the first bound. It being the same messuage 

which was conveyed to me by Alf red Greenleaf by uis deed ,, 

~~~. 
dated January 13,.1837 and recorded in Book 296 Page 68. 

llands and seals ¥.arch 28, 1852." 
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Cran tee Gran tor Description 

296 68 Stephen Webb, Salem, 
Cashier 

Alf red Greenleaf 
Lucy ux 
Schoolmaster 

"for $3,400.00 Give, grant, bargain. sell and convey unto the said Stephen Webb, 

his heirs and assigns forever a certain lot of land with all the buildings thereon 

situate in said Salem bounded as follo~s: Beginning at the North Eaaterly corner thereof 

by land of Hodgen and by Essex Street, then running Westerly hounding Northerly by 

Essex Street and measuring there 76 feet and 8 inches then running Southerly by Orange 

Street and bounded Westerly thereby and measuring 167 feet 2 inches to land of Tozzer, 

then running Easterly by said Tozzer's land 91 feet 9 inches to land of Hodgos 

then running northerly and bounded Easterly by land of Hodges and measuring 56 feet; 

then tunning at right angles and running Westerly by land of Hodges and measuring 

25 feet 8 inches then running northerly at right angles by land of Hodges 107 feet 

6 inches to bound begun at. 

The premises hereby conveyed ~re the same which were conveyed by John !lodges to his 

son Benjamin by deed dtd September 20, 1788 and recorded in Registry of Deeds for· the 

County of Essex Book 149 pge 82, and likewise conveyed by Mary Silsbee, Hannah Hodges 

and Elizabeth Ilodges to Alfred Creenleef by Deed dated the 31st day of January A.D. 

1335 and recorded in Registry of Deeds aforesaid Book 280 leaf 89. 

Hands and seals January 13, 1837. 11 

Book 
280 

Page 
89 

Grantee 

Alf red Greenleaf 

Gran tor 

Hary Silsbee, Salem., Widow, 
Hannah Hodges, Elizabeth 
Hodgea, Singlewomen 

for $2,650.00 convey (same description) 

~ and seals January 21, 1835 

·' 

Descriptiotl 

Same 
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Book 

149 82 

Grantee 

Benjamin Hodges 

Gran tor 

John Hodges, Salem 
Merchant 

Page 6 

Description · 

Typed below 

0 in consideration of 550 pounds lawful money paid me by son Benjamin Hodges of Salem,. 

Mariner, convey my dwelling house in said Salem with the land under and adjoining the 

same with all other buildings on said land which land lies in the eanterly part of the 

Town and is bounded Northerly on the Main Street there measuring 77 feet, then Easterly 

on land of Gamaliel Hodges 110 feet, then again northet:ly on said Gamaliels land 25 feet 

then again Easterly on his land 55 feet then southerly on Tozzer's land 97 feet then 

Westerly on a lane leading from the Main Street to the South River or harbour 170 feet 

or be _the lengths of said lines more or less the boundaries being as the fences and 

buildings now stand, reserving to myself for and during my natural life the use and 

improvement of the northwest lower room in said house, the south chamber or that over 

the kitchen. of one third part of said kitchen, of the garret and cellar with the free 

use of the several passageways to said parts of. said house also the use of the yard, 

garden, barn and all other outbuildings, viz. one third of each •••••••• And I do ~ovenant 

with the said Benjamin his heirs and assigns that I am lawfully seized in fee of the 

premises, except one undivided half part of about ten poles of said land, bounding 

ui1 said lane and which was the property of one SI:lall, that said premises are free of 

all incumbrances, that I have good right to sell and convey the same to the said 

Benjrurin to hold as aforsaid and that I will warrant and defend the same to t11e said 

Benjamin his heirs and assigns forever against the l~wful claims of all persons subject 
-

to the reservations to my use as aforesaid •••••• And it is agreed and understood that 

all my interest in and title to said ten poles of land is hereby conveyed but said , 
half is not hereby warranted. 

~.z.::: 

Rands and seals September 20, A.D. 1788." 
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~ 

98 

?age 

46 

Grantee 

John Hodges 

for 5 pounds, 6 sl1illings, 8 pence 

Gran tor 

Hephzebah Small 

Page 7 

Description 

Typed below 

"One moiety or half part of a certain piece of land in said Salem.containing ten 

poles butting westerly on a lane or highway and is there two poles and an half in 

breadth and extends from Lane and same breadth easterly four poles in length bounded . 

northerly and easterly on land of Jacob Manning and Southerly on land of said John 

Hodges or however otherwise ye same ie bounded with ye priviledges and appurtenances 

thereof, it be!f.ng ye same piece of land which Paul Mansfield conveyed to my grandfather 

Benjamin Small on the 15th day of February. 1674 as appear by his deed of that date 

of record. Saving and reserving ye common rights allowed for arising from or belonging 

to ye said ~iece of land 

Hands and seals November 3, 1752.n 

Research at the Essex Institute herewith attached indicates aobiquity as to dif initive 

dating of present structure. Map of Salem 1700 (Perley) defines the lot as belonging 

to Benjamin Stone with a small structure indicated back from the Main Street on the 

Lane (Orange Street). Map of Salem 1780 (Perley) indicates no structure at the corner 

of Essex Street and the Lane (Orange Street}. 

The Sm&l1 Family, 'nle Manning Family, some of whom were heirs of Benjamin Stone, an 

owner of note in the area, records much proper division of real estate in the vicinity 

of what is now Essex and Orange Streets area. Probate records indicate that as early 

u 1703 Benjamin Stone was the owner of record of a dwelling house, small bake house 

and land. Indeed, as indicated Essex StTeet is known as Ha!n Street in the early 

records of the Town of Salem. T'ne present s~ngle structure of 81 Essex Street and 
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Number One Orange Street that is of primary importance in the area indicates 

architecturally a date of later 18th century. lberefore, the researcher requests 

a House Sign by Historic Salem Inc. for 81 Essex Street and One Orange Street 

(a single structure) as reading: 

John Hodges 

Merchant 

1788 

Number Three Orange Street to be unsigned. 

, 














