 Historic S
alem

icorporated

POST OFFICE BOX 865 SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS 01970 / PHONE (617) 745-0799

2l Briggs Street
Outbuilding from the ELIAS HASKET DERBY LSTATE
Built c. 1798

Moved to this site in 1856

Research by,

Joyce King

May 1984
“to preserve Historic Sites, Buildings and objects,
and to work for the education of the community
in the true value of the same.”



21 Briggs Street

The history of this house begins in the center of the city, at

what is called Derby Square. It was there that Elias Hasket Derby,
the most successful merchant of Salem, erected '"the most sumptuous
mansion ever built in Salem." Many architectural drawings were
secured by the Derbys in preparation for their ambitious projecte.
From all evidence the final plan was one prepared by Charles Bulfinch
which was modified and executed by Samuel McIntire during the years

1795-1799.

Figure 117. Preliminary study for the Derby Mansion, in perspective, . i
by Charles Bulfinch.
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Figure 131. Study for the elevation of the Derby Mansion. Unidentified authorship. -




3.

Mrs. Derby died on April 19, 1799 just as the house was completed.

Her husband outlived her by a mere five months, his death occuring
The estate was left to the Derby children in
The eldest son, Elias H. Derby Jre, occupied the

on Sept. 8, 1799.

seven shares,
house until 1811 at which time he moved to Charlestown.

The mansion

was later offered for sale in order to settle the gstate.

No purchaser appeared, so this magnificent home was demolished.
Rev. William Bentley records the destruction on Nov. 20, 1815:

P

AUCTIONS.

Valuable Rcal Efate at Aullion.

On MONDAY the 4'h day of Seplember next, at
Ho'clack, a.m. (i fuir weather, 1 not, the next
fair day) will be sid st publie suciion, if oot
previotaly disposed of at private sale,

That elegant Situation in Essex
Street, hte e residence of Hon. Ziias Husbet
De by, Esq. containing -173 polcs and 167 teet of
Land, bounded on Eswex Street tne hurdred and
thirty feet sesen inches, nn Dr. Holyeke's land
tliree hundred and twenty.nine feet, and nn Froat
~oireat one hundred ffty.seven feet six inches—
with all the Buildings thercon —The ssie to be on
the premitses, whore cuoditivns will be mude
koown. For particulars, as to title, and a plan
of the land, &e. apply to JOUN PRINCE, jua.
Esq. at his Office in Co-urtstreet.
Sulem, Aug. 15, 1815, (1)

I took my last view of the mansion of the late eminent merchant E. H. Derby, situ-

" ated easterly from the Old Meeting House in Essex Street & going back with its gardens -
to Front Street. It was the best finished, most clegant, & best constructed House I ever
saw. It was entirely of wood with an excellent facade in the Ionic order, with a noble
flight of marble steps to the top of the basement story. Its stucco work had nothing like
it in the rotunda on the south side & the buildings and gardens were in exquisite taste. It
had fallen to the oldest son who had left it. The heirs could not agree to occupy it
& the convenience of the spot for other buildings brought a sentence of destruction on it
& before the world it was destroyed from its foundations. I saw the front demolished

and left in ruins [IV, 362].

The Salem CGazette carried this notice on November 14, 1815 -

"Phe Mansion House, late Gen. Derby's in Essex St., is now taking

down, and the materials are for sale as they come to hand and may

be purchased of Captain Edward Brown, on the premises,"
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A detailed list of "The most valuable of the Materials of the house
lately taken down'" was also published in the Gazette:

On Wenscsoar, 2oth day of December inf.
dr the Bureege o gornng the lue Mansioa of Gema
E H lieb:| Euex Sieer ar 30 ~clock, .
The moft valuable of the Materials
of wtie buse Iateiy 1-kew 8550 ’
» Amaog obicd ae
24 ronnd and hulfdo Columns—.-lonie
Capuals—-12 Pitafters with Capitals-—4g0
half and guarter doric, innic and fancy Capi-
tuls—g Glals Doors—About 60 rquad and
fquare top brals theve Window Frames with
Salhes, Glafs 12 by ¢8 inches— 4 Iron frame
handlomely ornamented Fan Lights—14fets |
Window and Door Blinds—6 larye fiding
Windows, 12 by 18 inch glals—zs Urns—
Draws-—14 capt elegantly ornamentca Door
Frames— Pedelals for feur large reoms and
Cornices—Mouidings—rthe Cupola Frame,
Windows, &c. complete—8 richiy ornamen~ -
“ted Chimney Pieces—18 large Wiadow Caps
—350 Doors—go Window Shutters—4 reflece
ting Windows, 53 fquares, 12 by 18 inchew
. Mabogany Railing for {fairs—6 large Pilaf-,
{ ters with Capitals——>~2 large door Frawmes,
containing 4 columns with Capitals hand.
fomely ornumented and conne@ed— 30 Mor.
tice Locks of an excellent tind— Brafs und
commoan Hinges— 3000 Ib fheet and window
Weights of Lead—500 lb. ®heet Copper—
11 fer Stone Jambs—2 marble Chimuey Piew
ces, one very elegant—1t durk marbleHeartn,
: § inches thick— Marble Slips for 6 fire plas
" ces—Narble Tile—White Marble Stepy, viz. 4
§ pieces ¢ ft. 3in. by 16 ft. and top 2 pisces
§ by 8 ft.—Iron Railing, about 4o feet, 3 1.2
tt. high—Frant Steps with end pieces—Polts
_and Chuins - 7 Iron Backs— 1000 Ib. old Ir- |
on—1502c Nuils-Lighining Rod, 100 feet
—Set Rumford Appurawns complete—and ,

! many articles well worthy attentioa.
i ' Alp, at 12 oclock,
The two Buildings, viz. one §7
by 18 fect—the uther 9o by 18, with an L
ot 22 feet. —ANR— ’ i
The Summer Houle, 12 feet fnare, 10 ft.
ftnd, baving 6 windows, &c. i
7 The aiticies may be esumined two days pre.
vious to the sale.
JONATHIN P SLUNDERS, dwet.

————

T 2 I Te—y

The two buildings mentioned leads us to the house now known as
21 Briggs St. The connecting link was found in an article entitled

"Our 01d Houses' from the reminiscences of Jonathan Tucker Esq.
Market Square .~House and garden from Es-
sex street to Front street. Gen, Elias Hasket
Derby, who removed to Derry, in New Hamnp-
shire, and was engaged in sheep-ralsing, having
! imported from Spain the merino breed. Itproved
snu unsuccessful experiment to all concerned.
*Gen. Derby died on his farm, The managers of
his estate gave the centre of the lot to the town
of Salem for a3 market house, which was erected
in 1816. Three corners were retained, and the
brick stores now owned by Chas. M. Richardson,
Wm. Kimball and Messrs. Gardaer, were built
at that time. The two barns that were on each
gide of the house on Essex street were changed :
to dwelling-houses, and now remain,—~one on
Briggs street, owned by George Brown, the oth-
er in Peabody, a few houses west of the monu-
ment. They present the same elaborate finished
front as in the original. This was the most ele-
gant mansion ever built in Salem, in all its sur-
roundings,~built and first occupied for a few
yéars by the elder E. Hasket Derby. A good
plate view of this may be scen at the Essex
Institute rooms.

it
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It may never be known if this building went directly from Derby Sq.
to Briggs Ste., but even while on this street it was moved at least

once.

The history is picked up on July 3, 1856 when Anna Baldwin sold a
lot of land to George A. Brown, Theodore Brown and Charles Brown,

all of Salem, for the sum of $711:

~
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It was at this time that the building was transformed into a
dwelling house., (George and Theodore Brown were carpenters doing

business at 158 Derby Ste)

The move is confirmed by a permit issued in 1856 for'"G.A.F. Brown
to move a building from one location on Briggs Ste. to another,"



One can only guess as to its original location ontn®z street. It
advertised on Yay 1, 1856:
s 5% 7, 8 to 12 on the south

side of Briggs street - to be removed,

surely was one of the building

=W

", cottage buildings ilo,. 2,

For conditions, apply to J. Vincent Zrown, at the Za'em 5¢ Savings

Bank, or to the auctioneer.,"

Joseph Ve Brown had purchased almost the entire south side of
Briggs St. from W. B. Vincent. Bvidently., nhappy with the makeup
of the street, Mr. Brown was determined to change it oy starting
all over. Thus the building, now known as 21 Erizgs, come to oe
rescued by George, Theodore and Charles Rrown.

1857 - Now at its new location, the house was occupied oy Charles
Brown and tenant John Norfolk. @heodore FRrown later released all

rights to George and Chafles.)-

On Sept. 23, 1869 Anna Baldwin sold a small adjoining parcel to

the Browns:
© Yoller
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The chain of title from this time is as follows:

Book 841 paze 79
Dec. 6, 1871
$1,169

Book 1092 page 87
July 18, 1882

Book 1335 page 227
Feb. 20, 1892
$1,200

Book 1393 page 562
Nove 6, 1895

Book 1973 page 59
July 1, 1909

George A, 2rown cold nhis interest in
the land and obuildings to Charles I,
Brown. ''Meaning to convey my portion
of the came estate conveyed bty deads
book 536 page 169 and book 785 page 8l.

The heirs of Charles ©e 2rown sold
half of the estate #13 Brizgs St.
(number changed in 1888) to Jalome
Brown, wife of George A. The same
estate conveyed to Charles on Dec. 6,
1871 and recorded in book 8Ll page 79.

The heirs of George A. and Salome R,
Brown sold their half of the land

and building to Ada !*. Burns, wife of
William Fe "For further reference see
deeds book 536 page 169, book 785

page 181 and book 1092 page 87."

Ada M., Burns sold the land and building
to William A. Clapp. Half she inherited
from parents Charles E. and Rebecca ‘
Brown, the other half conveyed by deed
book 13%32 page 165.

William Ae. Clapp sold the land and
building to Peter Kieran. The same

conveyed by deed book 1393 page 562.




Book 1971 page 338
July 1, 1909

Book 3081 page 137

August 15, 1936

Book 3437 page 198
Jan. 12, 1946

Book 5057 page 425
May 3, 1963

Book 5311 page 794
Octe. 20, 1965

Book 5329 page 66
Dec. 24, 1965

Book 5376 page 134
July 11, 1966

)%

A straw deed was drawn up to transfer

title to Peter Je. and Alice A, Kierane.

Peter J. and Alice A. ¥ieran sold the
land and wvuild*ng to Alice A. Rybicki.
The same property conveyed by deed

book 1971 page 738,

Alice A, Rybicki sold the land and
building to Anna %ybicki., The same
conveyed oy Peter J. Yieran on August 1%

1936.

Anna Rybicki sold the land and building
to Anna and Joseph Rybicki. The same

conveyed by deed book 3437 page 198,

Joseph F. Rybicki conveyed the property
to Anna Rybicki. "The same conveyed to
me and the grantee on May 3, 1963."

Anna Rybicki sold the land and building
to George L. Innis of Danvers. The
same conveyed by Joseph Rybickil on

Oct. 20, 1965.

George L. Innis conveyed the property
to George L. Innis and Ursula H. Fisher
The same premises conveyed by deed of
Anna Rybicki on Dec. 24, 1965,




Book 7368 page 589
April 2, 1984

Ursula H., Fisher sold the property
at 21 Zrizgss 5te to Robert 3ramble,

trustee,
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Notes: For detailed description of the Derby Mansion see Mr., Samuel

McIntire, Carver, the Architect of Sglem --= by Fiske Kimball

Reference to book and vage are deed books at the Registry of Deeds.
Probate numbers are cases at Probate Court. Both offices are located
in the same building on Federal St. All maps in this report are

not meant to be exact, just for illustration purposes.
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