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21 Briggs Street 

The history of this house begins in the center of the city, at 
what is called Derby Square. It was there that Elias Hasket Derby, 

the most successful merchant of Salem, erected "the most sumptuous 
mansion ever built in Salem." Many architectural drawings were 

secured by the Derbys in preparation for their ambitious project. 
From all evidence the final plan was one prepared by Charles Bulfinch 

which was modified and executed by Samuel Mcintire during the years 

1795-1799· 

Figu~e I I 7. Preliminary study for the Derby Mansion, in perspective, 
by Charles Bulfinch. 
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Figure 130. Mclntire's first study for the Derby Mansion.: 
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Figure I 3 I. Study for the elevation of the Derby Mansion. Unidentified authorship. 



3. 

Mrs. Derby died on April 19, 1799 just as the house was com~leted. 

Her husband outlived her by a mere five months, his death occuring 
on Sept. 8, 1799. The estate was left to the Derby children in 

seven shares. The eldest son, Elias H. Derby Jr., occupied the 

house until 1811 at which time he moved to Charlestown. The mansion 
was la-t-er offered for sale in order to settle the ~state. 
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AUCTIONS. 
Yal11t1l>l~ Real Eflate at AuC1io11. 

0• MONO A Y the ••h day Pr S<pl<m"-'r nest, a! 
Jl i/cloek, A.M. (1f f•it weathl"'I', 1( not.,. lbe nest 
tair d•y) lfill be ,.,Ld at fMJblW" a•Jeti°"• iJ oot 
rre•iotUly di!p<>te<l ~rat prnate •ale-, 

That elegant Situation in Essex 
Sfrf"d, lite U!..! tt•1dcnec. of Ho.n. J!.tio1 H,nltt 
D<-~;. E•q. contaiuin~ .J7J puleJ and 167 lttt of 
L•l\U, bounded on E'>\.t"I .Stt~cl fin~ hur.dred and 
tbirly. f"el s~f"eq i1.ch~j. nn Or. Hufyi.kc's. laud 
U1ree hundred an<l twt'nly-nine f~t, and nn Frnt\l 

_...,.,re~t one liunilrctl tlftv.sf."\"f'" ft"el 1ix ifti:Mt
_.ith all the Buildiri~· th~rrt>n - Th~ 1uie 10 be on 
tbe premi1t..,, •bcrc coodition• •ill be mule 
known. For ptrticuhrt, as tn 1i1~. 1nd a plan 
f'f \he Ian<!, tr.e. apply to JOHN l;'RINCE, jun. 
Esq. at hi• Office in f..>·urt.-.trcct. 

SJ<m, Au~. ls, 1815. (to) 

No purchaser appeared,. so this map;nificent home was demolished. 
Rev. William Bentley records the destruction on nov. 20, 1815: 

. I took my last view of the mansion of the late eminent merchant E. H. Derby, situ-
ated easterly from the Old Meeting House in Essex Street & going back with its gardens 
to Front Street. It was the best finished, most elegant, & best constructed House I ever 
saw. It was entirely of wood with an excellent fa<;ade in the Ionic order with a noble . ' flight of marble steps to the top of the basement story. Its stucco work had nothin"" like 
it in the rotunda on the south side & the buildings and gardens were in exquisite tas~c. It 
had fallen to the oldest son who had left it. The heirs could not agree to occupy it 
& the convenience of the spot for other buildings brought a sentence of destruction on it 
& before the world it was destroyed from its foundations. I saw the front demolished 
and left in ruins [IV, 362]. 

The Salem Gazette carried this notice on November 14, 1815 -
"The Mansion House, late Gen. Derby's in Essex St., is now takin.e; 

down, and the materials are for sale as they come to hand and may 
be purchased of Captain Edward Brown, on the premises." 



A detailed list of "The most valuable of the Materials of the house 
lately taken dovm" was also published in the Gazette: 

The 
21 

On Wn""'DAT, zothdayc,fDc.-.:mbcrinft • 
..J.r l}u iJ1u ... 1•·:• .1 ;m111r.1 tlr.r /11.1~ JdMru1ua. ,if c.r. .. 

}!" H l:e•b: . .E.1ux Suttr at 10 ,.·clvd. 

The mo fr valuable of. the Ma.terUl& 
or the bu•1&e late:;- 1 .. kir-n·rt'~-l . 

• ""'""C chi<k' "'~ 
i+ roond and h•lti,-do C<ilnmns-· Ionic 

C.ipll.•li--11 Polalli:n with Capitah·-40 
half and 'l"atter doric, ionic and f.rn,y C.pi
tills-5 Gbti. Duoo-About 6o rou11d an:l 

-fquare top br.ali l.be•c Wiodo"' Fr"m"1 with 
S.tlbcs, Glafs 1 J by 18 inc~s-+ Iron frame 
bandfomcl1 orn.mcmcd F.n Li1~h11-14fet1 i 

Wmdow •nd Door BlinJs-6 lar1;e OiJwg 
WinJ011n, 12 by 18 inch glaf<-J+ Urn.
Draw•-•.+ capt elc~antiy orn,.mentecJ Door 
Frames-Pedella4 for four large rwms and 
Cotniccs-Mouidiogs-rhe Cupola Frame. 
Windo·..,s, &c. complc1e-8 riCbiy ornamco• 

· ted Ct.imney Piec•s- 18 large \V1adow Caps 
-50 Uoor;-50 Window.Shuucri-4re8cc:
tinl( Windows, 53 fquares. 12 by 18 inch-

' Mahogany R•iliug for ltairs-6 Inge Pibf., 
' tcu with Capit~l~a large door Frames. 
cont~iniog + column• .. ith C.pitals band· 
fomcly orn~mcnted andwnneacd-30 Mor. 
tice Lock1 of an cxcdlont lr.ind-Brafs llnd 
Cflmmon Hingos- 3000 lb lhect and windo• 
Weights of Lc:.d-500 Ht. %heot Cnpper-
11 fct St:inc Jambs-i maralc C.imu~y Pie-

i ccs, one very elegant-I duk marblcHcarfllo 
: S ioches.thick-Marble Slips for 6 fire pl~ 
' ccs-Marblc Tile-White M.uble Steps, Yir. ·I 
S piecos I ft. 3 in. by 16 ft. and top ll pieces 
S bJ' S ft.- Iron Railing, about -40 feet, 3 1·2 

It. high-Front $tcps with end picces-l'oUs 
. load Cbairu- 7 Iron Bad.s-1000 lb. old Ir
on-150=0 N..iili-I.ightning Rod, 100 feet 
-Set Kumford App•ruus complc~ 

' many articles_ well worthy attcntioa.; 
I · Alfa, di I J. #'clod, 

I 
The two Buildings, viz. one 57 

hr 18 feet-the other 90 by 18, with a.n I.. 
ot iz feet. -.t.••-

Tbe Summer Houf<, n foet f;. aarc, 10 ft. 
find, h:.~ing 6 windo .. s. &c. 

rr:;- Tho a111c!Q may !JC .,...,.,.ncdl""° days P"'• 
t'iou.» tu ti~ ule. 

:JON.JTH.JN P Sl.l..'NDKRS, "'""'· 

two buildings mentioned leads us to 
Briggs St. The connecting link was 

the house now known as 
found in an article entitled 

11 0ur Old Houses" from the reminiscences of Jonathan Tucker Esq. 
Market Sqnare .-House and garden from Es

sex street to Front 8treet. Gen. Elias Husket 
Derby, who removed to D~rry, in New Hamp· 
!hire, and was en:.;aged in sheep-raising, having i imported from Spain the merino breed. It proved 

1 an unsnccessful experiment to all concern.ct!. 
Gen. D0rby died on his farm. The managers of 
bis estate gave the centre of the lot to the town 
of Salem for a market house, which was erected 
in 1811). Three corners were retained, and Ibo 
brick stores. now owned by Chas. )f. Rlchurdson, 
Wm. Kimball aud Messrs. Gardner, were built 
at that time. The two barns that were on each 
side of the hou;ie on Essex: street were cbimged 
to dwell!ng-bouEes, and now remain,-one on 
Briggs street, owned by George Brown, the oth· 
er in P~abody, a fow houses west of the monu· 
ment. They present the same elaborate ·finishetl 
front as in the original. This was the mo>t elc· 
gant mansion ever built in Salem, in al I its sur

' roundings,-built and .first occupied for a few 
i ye~rs by the elder E. Hasket Derby. A. good 
! phte view of this may be seen at the Essex: 
I Institute rooms. 



It may never be known if this building went directly from Derby Sq. 

to Briggs St., but even while on this street it was moved at least 
once. 

The history is picked up on July 3, 1856 when Anna Baldwin sold a 
lot of land to George A. Brown, Theodore Brown and Charles Brown, 

all of Salem, for the sum of $711: 
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It was at this time that the building was transformed into a 
dwelling house. (George and Theodore ~rown were carpenters doing 

business at 158 Derby St.) 

The move is confirmed by a permit issued in 1856 for"G.A.F. Brown 
to move a building from one location on Briggs St. to another." 



One can only guess as to its original location on t:1~3 street. It 

surely was one of the buildin~s advertised on :~ay 1, 1856: 
"4 cottage buildin;ss ;:o. 2, ll., 6 11,. 7, 8 to 12 on the south 

side of Briggs street - to :Je re:r.0'1ed. 

For conditions, apply to J. Vincent :rown, at the 3a~e~ 5~ Savings 
Bank, or to the auctioneer." 

Joseph V. Bro\'/n had purchased almost the en t :.re sout t: side of 

Briggs St. from W. B. Vincent. Evidently~ :nhappy Nith the makeup 

of the street, Mr. Brown was determined to chanp:e it oy starting 

all over. Thus the building, now known a.s 21 Srir::r:s, .::..,;;ie to oe 

rescued by George, Theodore and Charles Brown. 

1857 - Now at its new locatio~ the house was occupied oy ~harles 

h N f lk (Theodore P,ro·:r-n l....,ter rele;:i.ced all Brown and tenant Jo n or o -• \ "' '"" 

rights ·to George and Charles.) -

On Sept. 23, 1869 Anna Baldwin sold a small adjoining parcel to 

the Browns: 
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7. 
The chain of title from this time is as follows: 

Book 841 pa~e 79 
Dec. 6, 1871 
$1,169 

Book 1092 page 87 
July 18, 1882 

Book 1335 page 227 
Feb. 20, 1892 
$1,200 

Book 1393 pa~e 562 
Nov. 6, 1893 

Book 1973 page 59 
July 1, 1909 

Georce A. ':rown ~-old his interest in 

the land and buildings to Charles E. 
Brown. "~'eaninE; to convey my portion 

of the 0arne estate conveyed by de\0ds 

book 536 page 169 and book 785 page 81. 

The heirs of Charles 2. ?rown sold 

half of the estate #13 3ri;sgs ::;t. 

(number changed in 1888) to ~alo~e 

Brown, ·wife of George A. The same 

estate conveyed to Charles on Dec. 6, 
1871 and recorded in book 841 page 79. 

The heirs of Georce A. and Salome R. 
Bro':m sold their half of the land 

and building to Ada >1 
• .Surns, wife of 

William F. "For further reference see 

deeds book 536 page 169, book 785 
page 181 and book 1092 page 87." 

Ada M. Burns sold the land and building 
to William A. Clapp. Half she inherited 

from parents Charles E. and Rebecca 

Brown, the other half conveyed by deed 

book 1332 page 165. 

William A. Clapp sold the land and 
building to Peter Kieran. The same 

conveyed by deed book 1393 page 562. 



Book 1971 page 338 
July 1, 1909 

Book 3081 page 137 
August 15, 1936 

Book 3437 page 198 
Jan. 12, 1946 

Book 5057 page 425 
May 3, 1963 

Book 5311 page 794 
Oct. 20, 1965 

Book 5329 page 66 
Dec. 24, 1965 

Book 5376 page 134 
July 11, 1966 

A straw d~ed was drawn up to transfer 

title to ?eter J. and Alice A. Kieran. 

Peter J. and Alice A. ~ieran sold the 
land and build~n~ to Alice A. Rybicki. 
The same property conveyed by deed 

book 1971 pa~e 338. 

Alice A. ?ybic:..:i sold the land and 

building to Anr~a 2ybicki. ~he same 

conveyed 'oy Peter ,J. :.~ieran on August lC:: 
/ 

1936. 

Anna Rybicki sold the land and building 

to Anna and Joseph Rybicki. The same 

conveyed by deed book 3437 page 198. 

Joseph F. Rybicki conveyed the property 
to Anna Rybicki. "The same conveyed to 

me and the grantee on :-'.ay 3, 1963." 

Anna Rybicki sold the land and building 
to George L. Innis of Danvers. The 
same conveyed by Joseph Rybicki on 

Oct. 20, 1965. 

George L. Innis conveyed the property 

to George L. Innis and Ursula H. Fisher 

The same premises conveyed by deed of 

Anna Rybicki on Dec. 24, 1965. 



Book 7368 page 589 
April 2, 1984 

Ursula E. ~isher sold the property 
at 21 ~ri3Gs St. to ?obert 3ramble, 
trustee. 



Notes: For detailed description of the Derby tfansion see Mr. Samuel 
·Mcintire, r:arver, the Architect of 8alem by Fiske Kimball 

Reference to book and ~age are deed books at the Registry of Deeds. 
Probate numbers are cases at Probate Court. Both offices are located 

in the same building on Federal St. All maps in this report are 

not meant to be exact, just for illustration purposes. 
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