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27 Daniels Street

This house was built for Capt Nathaniel Silsbee, merchant, in 1783,

In the 17th century, the land comprising this homestead was two
separate house-lots, the northernmost being owned by John Ormes,
who had his house here, and the southernmost being owned by Thomas
Day, who also had a house here, The Silsbee lot also included the
southerly portion of the lot that had been Thomas Jeggles' homestead
in the 17th century,

By the time of the Revolution all of this property: had come into the
possession of the Foot family; only the Jeggles house was then standing,
and by 1779 even it had been removed apparently, On 8 Sept 1779 the
heirs of Isaac Foot for 60 li granted to Nathaniel Silsbee, Salem trader,
a lot of land bounded about 56' on ""Daniels Lane' and containing 24
poles of land (139:222), This was the old Ormes lot, with the southern part
part of the Jeggles lot. Three years later, 1 Oct 1782, Samuel Foot,

a mariner of Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, for 68 1li granted to Nathaniel
Silsbee, Salem merchant, a 17,5 pole piece of land bounded westerly
about 33' on '"Daniels Lane, so called" (137:100). This was the old
Thomas Day lot, Capt Silsbee thus assembled what would soon become
his homestead lot,

Capt Nathaniel Silsbee (1748-91) was born in Salem, the son of William
and Joanna (Fowles) Silsbee, He became a shipmaster in the West Indies
trade when still a young man, and established himself as a.favorite
of his employer, the merchant prince Elias Hasket Derby. Capt Silsbee
soon amassed a large fortune, and retired from the sea in order to

go into business for himself, as a trader and an owner of vessels,

In 1779 he, his wife Sarah (Becket), and their children (Nathaniel Jr,
born 14 Jan 1773, was the eldest) moved into the house now standing

at 111 Derby St. In October 1782 Capt Silsbee bought the last piece

of land on Daniels Street, and construction of a new house was soon
begun., On 19 April 1783--amidst the celebration of the end of the
Revolutionary War--the Silsbee family moved into this, their new

home.

The next three years were disastrous for the fortunes of Capt Silshee,
and the three years following were even worse, On 29 Oct 1788 the
court awarded to John Collins, Salem mariner, the northern half

of the Silsbee house and land, in satisfaction of an unpaid debt of
about 278 1li owed by Capt Silsbee (150:8)., On 4 May 1789 the southern
half of the house & land was set off to John Becket, Salem boatbuilder,
for an unpaid Silsbee debt of about 337 1i (150:1006), :



Having lost his fortune and his homestead, Capt Silsbee took to sea in
his last ship in an attempt to recoup his former wealth, But fate had
conspired against him, and at the end of one particularly disastrous
voyage he died in New York at the age of 43 years. His body was buried
there, in the cemetery of the New Brick Presbyterian Church, Capt
Silsbee died on 25 June 1791; word of his death did not reach Salem until
1 July, when Dr Bentley noted in his diary: "News of the Death of Capt
N. Silsbee. He entered life in the employment of E,H, Derby, had a good
reputation, & a very respectable interest, By intemperance he fell from
the public esteem, suffered his accounts to be deranged & had recourse
to very indirect means with his creditors & finally sunk out of notice, He
had been to the southward with the interest of some faithful friends."

Capt Silsbee left his wife Sarah (Sally) and four children: Nathaniel,
Sarah, William, and Zachariah Fowle. Young Nathaniel, who had been
obliged to leave school due to his father's reverses, had , like his
father, entered the employ of Elias H Derby, He too distinguished
himself, and before he was nineteen (in 1791) he was master of a
vessel in the West Indies. lL.ate in 1792, when only 19 years old,
young Capt Silsbee set out for India in command of Derby's new
160-ton ship Benjamin. The voyage was a spectacular success,

and thenceforward he became a favorite of Mr Derby, By summer,
1794, Capt Nathaniel was able to re-pu chase the family homestead
on Daniel's Street: on 26 Aug 1794 for 300 li he bought from John Collins
the northerly part of the house & land, and on 30 Aug 1794 for 110 1i
bought back the southerly half (158:159,159). He would own the estate
for the next 46 years. '

Capt Silsbee married Mary, daughter of George and Mary (Derby)
Crowninshield, on 12 Dec 1802; in 1804 he retired from the sea to
pursue a career in commerce, He was one of the founders of the
East India Marine Society of Salem, and was elected a U,S, Repre-
sentative (as a Jeffersonian Republican) at the close of the War of
1812, He served until 1821, when he declined re-election; he did,
however serve as a state representative & senator until 1826, when
he was chosen to serve a four-year unexpired term as U,S, Senator;
he was then elected on his own for a full six-year term, finally
retiring from public life in March, 1835, the year in which his

wife died, He retired to Salem and the house he had built on the
Common in 1819, and died here on 14 July 1850, in his 78th year.

On 19 June 1840 for $1350 Nathaniel Silsbee had sold the Daniels
Street homestead (he had not lived there for more than 20 yearé)

to Thomas Melzard, Salem tobacconist (319:122), Mr Melzard
owned it six years, selling on 7 July 1846 to John A Dodd of Boston
(369:253), Mr Dodd sold it 26 Nov 1847 for $1800 to Rufus L Gordon
and Harrison G Sumner of Salem (390:223).



These two gentleman possessed the premises until 13 June 1868, when
Mr Gordon sold his undivided half to Daniel C Manning of Salem for
$1300 (748:293), Mr Manning died 19 Ap 1882 (exactly 99 years since
the Silsbee family had first moved in) ; he left the premises (& much
more) in trust to his heirs (#58517). His half was then occupied until
1894 by Mrs Barbara Morrison,. widow of Michael Morrison. On

5 Feb 1890 Mr Sumner died possessed of his undivided half of the
premises, which half was valued at $1200 (#69197). On 12 Sept 1890
the administratrix of his estate sold the premises for $1500 to Joseph
Wade of Salem (1290:98). On 26 Aug 1895 the trustees of Mr Manning's
will for $1000 conveyed his half of the premises to this same Joseph
Wade (1454:178). At this point the house became a tenement,

Joseph Wade died 3 Jan 1908, at which timne the '"houses & land on
Daniels Street #27 & 29 and in rear thereof" were valued at $3000
(#102630). In late December 1923 Mr Wade's son Joseph P Wade

came into full possession of the house & land (2583:127,128), and

on 27 Dec 1923 he sold the same to Bernard Grocki of Salem (2583:128),
On 27 May 1925 Mr Grocki mortgaged the premises to Melia Sawyer

of Salem for $1000 (2641:534). This mortgage was foreclosed, and
Melia Sawyer took possession on 18 Jan 1933 (2945:383).

Mrs Sawyer died 24 Jan 1936, having willed the premises to her daughter
Lillian (#184001). On 8 May 1968 Mrs Lillian (Sawyer) Stone sold the
estate to Mr & Mrs Chester Kenney of Salem (5526:767) and on 29 Sept
1969 the Kenneys granted the same to Mr & Mrs Thomas H Kenney of
Salem (5640:615), On 9 June 1973 they conveyed for $40,000to L & A
Realty Trust (5983:255), and on 12 July 1977 L&A Realty Trust sold

the tenement & land to Lieo H.and Martin L. Jones, the present owners
(6370:43),

Robert Booth
10 Aug 1977

Notes:

A somewhat comic theft occurred at this house on 25 Mar 1802, reported
in Wm Bentley's diary: "A curious act of theft happened in Daniels'® street
one evening last week, A Miss Crowninshield visited at Capt, Silsbee's

& left her muff, tippet, hat, & gloves in an opposite room to that in which
she sat, A candle was burning in the room in which she left these articles,
A Mrs Adams, lately from Danvers, with her husband, entered the room,
took out the articles & with them the candle & candlestick, She was observed
going out by a person descending the stairs, An alarm was made & several
young men pursued her, She threw the brass candlestick over the first
fence she passed, then the muff, &,pursued from street to street & from
yard & houses as she passed, she finally returned home & was seized in
her own house, She made no decent apology & as a stranger her character
was unknown, The effects were all returned, the house searched, and
other inquiry made, on account of her husband, who appeared to be the
greatest sufferer, They returned immediately to Danvers."



Notes:

There are two photographs of this house, showing its original features
and lines, in the Essex Institute photograph collection; both of these
would be of great help in restoring the house to its former dignity:
Essex Institute negative #5010, Robinson's list #11; and Essex Institute
negative #95, Cousin's list #95, Both these pictures appear to have
been taken about the same time; 1891,

A figure such as (123:4) refers to book 123, leaf or page 4, deed books,
So, Essex County Registry of Deeds; a figure such as (#1234) refers
to So. Essex County Probate docket #1234,
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- Brick Preshyterian Church,
" Vard in “Curwen’s Journal,” ete.,

-85 Josunna,

22 Septs, 1789, 4 Oct., 1780,
At a very early age Mr.

subsequently he was the owner of several vessels em-
ployed in that trade. * * * He commanded the Grand
Turk, on a voyage to the West Indies and afterwards to
Spain. * * * He soon aequired what was then cousidered

* an independent fortune * * * but, kept on until reverses

reduced his estate to a single vesscl, in the command of

- which he once more braved the winds and waves where

" he had early sought and acquired fortune and fame. * * *
At the end of a disastrous voyage, which terminated at
New York, kis valuable life was closed at the age of
fu-. ¢‘Luz~.e. : N
His remsins were interred in the cemete ery of the New
fronting the Park.” (Geo. A.
4th ed., p. 633.)

For Sarah Becket born 15 Feb., 1749-50, died 20 Apr.,

1 5.., see V111,142, ;

Silsbee was entrusted with:
“the chorge of a vessel and cargo to the West Indies and

‘
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78 Narmaxtzr, Salem (48 Nathl, 417W=, 13 Nath!,
S Nath, 1 Henry).
BOEN. DIED.
78 XNathaniel, 14 Jan’y, 1773, 14 July, 1830,
They had

MARRIED,
12 Dec., 1802, Mary Crowninshield.

"BORN.

13 Sept.. 1803,
112 Nuthaniel, 28 Dec.. 1304,
3 MurC., 12 aypr., 1509,
112 Georgianna, 27 Jan., 1824,

DIED.
15 Sept., 1803.
9 Nov., 1829, M. A.C.Deverenx.
21 May, 1339, Jared sparks,
S0 Mc'h, 1505, FU 1L Appleton,
Znd. 12 Sept. 185, Henry Saltonstall.
“Nathaniel Silshee, born 14 Jany, 1773, commenced
fitting for Iurvard College. by the Nev. Dr. Manassch
Cutler at Hamilton, when nine and a half years old.
After four years he was compelled by pecuniary re-
verses to leave school, and at fourteen years of age
commenced the life of a <caman.

t the end of six years, having made
to the East and West and hm“w accumulated
nething for himself, he was given the command by Elias
Hasket Derby of a new ship and sailed for the East
Indics, being then under twenty and his mate under
twenty-one years of age.

The result of this voyage, in a ship of 162 tons and
with a stock of 812,000, was the return in nincteen

MARRIED.
A daughter,

ven VCI'\-‘I"' 3
Indics,

" months of two ships with full cargoes of East India
- productions.

(over)
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He made many voyages of much adventure” and great
rlsk successfully, until, at the end of 1804, he left the sea.

Engaging actively in commerce he took a leading part
in everything velating to it, being one of the founders of
the 3as~uchusctts Life Insurance Company, and a mem-
ber of most of the commercial institutions of the city of
Boston. He was one of the half-dozen shipmasters who
established the East India Marine Society of Salem, and
its first treasurer. He was, together with all his and his
wife’s connections, a member of the East Society under
the charge of the Rev. Dr. Willizm DBentley.

They were all Jeffersonian republicans and supporters,
with all their means, of the government, in the war of
1812 with England.

At the close of the war be was elected, against his
wishes, to 2 scat in the House of Representatives in Con-
gress, and the residue of his life was given to the public
seivice. 1le rvemuined in the Housce from March, 1817,
to 1821, and declined a re-clection ; was sent to the State
House of Representatives in 1821, :

In 1823 he was chosen to the Senate of Massachusetts
and was made its president, to which office he was elected
three successive vears, when, in 1826, he announced his
intention to retive from all public offices. He was, hovw-
ever, unexpectediy notitied of his election as a Senator
in Congress, to supply a vacancy for four years, and at
the expiration of that tern was re-elected for another full
termn of six years, making a senitors life of ten years.
o declined a further clection and retired to private life
in March, 1833.

He was twice chosen a member of the Llectoral College
for the choice of President. _

He was one of the commissioners appointed by the
President of the United States to receive subscriptions

“up to by all parties for infor

288

" to the United States Bank, and was a director, either in

the Bank at Philadelphia or the Dranch at Boston, until ke
sold his stock before voting. as u Senator, for ifs re-charter.

~In pohmu. a conservative and whig through his long
term of service in both houses of (,on"f“ ss, he was looked
tion on business subjects
and meated with universal respee t. and regret for his resig-
pation.

He twice received from his cogmtu“nt tho compliment
of a public dinner.

During the recesses of Congress.-his liouse at Salem
was visited hy Members from all parts of the Union, and
ihe representatives of foreign governments who came to
New Fueland.

In his later daxs he took little active part in politics
and they were passed, for the most part, quieily at home.”

s lived in Lix futher's house en Danicls street and
aficwards in the mansion, \\Imn Lie built on the north-
erlv corner of Pleasant and Drizes streets (No. 16 on

churt of 1074 aud owned by Mi o T Do Kimbadl), where

i he died.

\1 ary Crowninshicld, hern 21 Sept., 1778, died 20
1833, was dau. of George and Mary (Derby),
i
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HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS

ESSEX INSTITUTE.

Vor. XXXV. Jaxvary, 1899. - No. 1.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES.I

NATHANIEL SILSBEE.

My grandfathers and my great grandfathers, my grandmothers and
my great graudmothers were, 1 believe, all born in Salem, were of
English ancestry. and were all members of the East Religious Society,
of this town. My father, Nathaniel Silsbee. was born on the 9th of
November. 1748; and my mother (whose maiden name was Sarah
Becket) was horn on the 26th of February, 1750, I, the sixth of their
children. was born on the 14tk of January, 1773, in the house of my
Grandfather Silsbee (which is”yet standing) sitnated on the gouth
gide of Iis<ex streetl. opposite il souithern end of Pleasant street,
the northern end of which house was then occupied by my father’s
family. Early inlife, my [ather was intrusted with the charge of a
vessel and cargn to the West Indies. and was subsequently the owner

1This paper, printed substantinlic a< it was left by the Jate Sepator Silsbee,
on his denth in 1550, was intended salely Tor the perusal of the writer’s family,
aund contains passages which may seewm too personal in their nature for the gent
eral eve. Jtwas found dificult to suppress the more private redections indulged
in by the writer, without impuiring the contintity of the story, and the Imstitute
has been kindly permitted to print the whole. It was written at various dutes
between January 14, 1836, his sixty-third birthday, aad his deuth which occurred
July 14, 1550. ' -

) -




2 .. - . . BIOGRAPEICAL NOTES :
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.. or part owner of several vesscis cinploved in thut trele whicit was

then the priveipal and almost the only branch of forcizn commerce
pursued from this place. In the year 1770 or 1780, my father removed

_ his family to the so-called Eikins House on the sointh side of Derby

street, and making the southeastern corncr of Derby and Turuer
gtrests, where we resided until 1783.

Ic the month of Jure, 1792, when about nine nnd a half vears of
age, I was placed under the tuition of the late Rev. Doctor Manasseh
Cutler of Hamilton (then Ipswich Hamlet) to he titted for- college, in
company with about twenty other scholars from Salem and some of
the neighboring towns, most of whom were feilow hoarders with me
in Doctor Cutler's family. On the 19tk of April, 1783, —the day on
which the firing and other demounstrations of rejoicing tuok place in
this town, on the occasion of the Peace which had then recentliy taken

“place between this country and Enzland, — we '(my father's fomily)
removed to the house on Daniels street which my father Ll built for
tlie accommodation of his family and which was then just ready for
their reception, being the same house which was purchased by me
in 1794, which is yet owned by me, aund in which T have passed some
of the most pleasant duys of my life.

On the 11th of October, 1784, while at Salem in the course of a
vacation, I met with an accident which cansed 1y it to be despaired
of for some time. On seeing a horse that was drawing goods belong-
ing to my father, so much frightened as to have disengaged himself
from the control of his driver, aud hoing oo the full vanl I very -

_prudently, ran to and seized tire bridle of the horse with the expecta-
tion of stopping him, instead of which, after being dragzed by Lim
for sorze distance, and after receiving such wouunds as readered ne
-insensible, I fell and the cart-wheel passad over a part of my face. I

-

~.was carried home senseless, and remained so nearly twentv-four hours;

but after a conflnement of two or three months, and with scary which
Ishallearry tomygrave, I was enabled to resume my studies with Doe-
tor Cutler, who on the occasion of my injnry (having Leard oun
Saturday evening that I was killed) reéad a note from his pulpit, on
the next day, and prayed for the death of a micmnber of his family.
The decision of the physicians when called to me on that occasion
was. without a dissenting voice, that my wounds “werc iucurable, and
that therc was as little probability of a restoration of my mind as
there was of restoring my body; and but for the ardent solicitations
of my mother (my father was then at New Tork) the phrsicians would
not have deemed it cxpedient to sew up and dress the wounds, in the
manner they did.” Of this T was subsequently inforined by several of
the physicians themselves; and the late vencrable Dr. Qolyoke who
Ziad the principal charge of the case told wme that he cousidered it the
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NATHANIEL SILSBLEL.

greatest cure whicl, in the course of his unustaily long and suceess-
ful practice. he had ever known. I have often thouzht how many
anxious hours I should have escaped if mylifehad terminated at that
time. I hope, however, and have the counsolation to believe, that my
godd mother never had canse to regret the effect of her solicitations
upon the physicians. At the time [ was

famil

placed in Doctor Cutler’s
wus then considered a
handsomne and independent property, hut whick in the course of four
years after, became so much rednced hr the vicissitudes which some-
times aiflict thosec enzaged in commercial pursuits, tha: in October
1786, he felt compelled to take me from the collegizie cnurse of studies
which I had been pursuing and prepare me for some other eourse of

v, my futher was in possession of

life; and, as my propensities were rather of 2 nautice] choracter, I
comuicnced the study of navigation.

In the taouth of Mavw, 1737, at the aze of g little over fourieen Tears
I entered upon 1y first voyage, which was from Sulem to Baltimore,
in the capacity of captain’s clerk, in & schooner of sbous eighty tons,
employed in that trade, and made three such vorages in the course of
that smnmer; from which time I was unoccupied and consequently
uneasy and somewhat impatient, until December, 17383, when I shipped
a3 clerk to the supercargo of the brig «¢ Three Sisters™ owned by the
fate Bhas Hasket Dervy (who wasone ol the earliest adventurers from
this country to the East 1ndics) and bound on a voyage round the
Cape of Good Hope. My wages for that voyage were five dollars a
wonlin, ang i thee property winicio iy Lagher conid farnisy me for an
adventure was six boxes. containing six quintals of cod-fish, a part of
which perished ou the ontward passage, and the cost of i{he whole of
whick: was eighteen dollurs. We proceeded on that voyagze first to
the Cape of Good Ilope, and from thence to Batavia and China,
where the vessel was sold ard whencea we (the officers and crew) re-
turned to this country in a ship called the ¢¢ Astriea,” belonging to the
sarne owner. From the captain of that ship (the late Jemes Magee
of Boston) I derived mneh information and advice, of a nautical
character and such as svas, subsequently, of great benefit to me.

. While absent on that voyage the present constitution and form of

government of the Unitrd States, which had been recommended by a

“convention of delegates from the several states, beld in 1787, was

adopted by eleven of thethen thirteen Uaited Siates. and went inio
operation ou the fourth day of Mlarch, 1789, wiilr George Washizzton
as President and John Adams as Vice-Presideut of e United Sintes.

[2o4e

In the course of a week or {wo after my retvru from ihe TIndia
voyage I went with my father in g small schooner of about thirty
tons on a coasting trip to Penobscot; my father, myselfl 2nd my

brotlier Williau constituting tiie whoie ** ship's compzary * eud having
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